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DURING THE PAST fortnight a perceptible and 
even obtrusive change has taken place in the public 
mood towards the war and its conclusion. Events 
move so rapidly that it is difficult to realise that only 
a few days ago we were still living in an atmosphere 
of fear and uncertainty caused by the presence of the 
flying bomb attacks and what seemed the imminent 
probability of attacks from V2 and other hypothetical 
terror machines. Then the end of the war was dis
cussed rather as a compensating possibility for present 
dangers than as a certainty.

Now, almost literally overnight, the whole mental 
scene has changed. The flying bombs are almost for
gotten, except by those who suffered directly from their 
effects, and V2 has been relegated by most people into 
the realms of mythical fancy. The sweeping military

successes of the allies, the apparent disintegration of the 
German army on the Western Front, have given rise 
to a general feeling of confidence that the war in Europe 
will be over soon, in a matter of weaks or possibly even
days.

The recent actions of the Government show that 
they are willing to foster this idea of an imminent peace. 
The compulsory drills of the Home Guard have been 
abolished. Blackout is virtually to cease .on the 17th 
September, and the hours of duty of firewatchers and 
voluntary Civil Defence workers are to be reduced to a 
mere fraction of what they are at present. Statements 
by political leaders and newspaper writers are all made 
in a tone of judicious confidence which is intended to 
impress the reader Or listener^

We do not take upon ourselves the role of prophets,
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and have no intention of contradicting or otherwise the 
prevalent ideas concerning the proximity of peace. We 
have no inside military information' and no adequate 
knowledge of internal conditions in Germany that would 
justify us in making any such statement. However, in 
view of the prevailing public attitude we feel justified 
in pointing out some of the implications of a cessation 
of hostilities.

Peace is considered by most people in terms of 
more freedom and more material well-being. There 
are few who imagine an immediate return to ‘peace
time’ conditions; on the other hand many people expect 
a progressive betterment of the standard of life. It is 
our object to give some attention to the various factors 
which will affect the changeover from the present war 
society to what most people hope will be a peace 
society.

Four main topics of discussion appear. They are, 
wartime restrictions on liberty, unemployment, demob
ilisation and the re-establishment of international con
tact between the peoples of the world.

Wartime restrictions on liberty are represented 
mainly by the mass of regulations which have been 
issued by the civil service to regiment every aspect of 
national life during the war. The Conservative Party, 
realising the hatred with which these regulations are 
regarded by the workers, has'appeared as the.champion 
of freedom, and the Government has undertaken to, 
repeal many of the regulations when the war is ended. 
We are warned, however, that the withdrawal will be 
gradual, and it is obvious that the ruling class hope 
to keep the working class quiet by spreading their con
cessions over a long period. It is also obvious that they 
will hang on as long as possible to the key regulations 
on which their attack on liberty has been built, i.e. the 
regulations against strikes, those restricting the freedom 
of the press, providing for the censorship of correspon
dence and the internment of political suspects, and the 
notorious regulation iAA. The withdrawal of black
out gives nothing in the way of real freedom; on the 
other hand, it obviously pleases everybody, and so long 
as the ruling class can continue to hand out little sweet
eners of this kind they will retain all of the regulations 
that are essential for their purposes of repressing work
ing class activity. But even if the opposition of the 
workers forces them to give up these regulations, there 
are still ways and means of maintaining their strangle
hold on social liberties. The Trades Disputes Act and 
the law against incitement to disaffection provide in 
themselves a good basis for ruling class tyranny. And 
in even more subtle ways the civil service can hinder 
the spread of ‘unsafe’ ideas. For instance, only recent
ly the Treasury vetoed an agreement which had been 
made with America for the import of a large quantity 
of newsprint at the end of hostilities in Europe, on the 
grounds that the country could not afford the sterling 
necessary to pay for it. This was an obvious govern
ment manoeuvre to impede the return to some measure 
pf freedom of the press.

The second problem, unemployment, is already' 
becoming evident, even before the war,ends. Factories 
are dismissing employees, and the changes in Civil 
Defence which will come into operation shortly provide 

,for the dismissal of many of the full time employees. 
When the war ceases in Europe it is obvious that there 
will be a further drop in wartime production, and a 
further flow of men and women from the factories on to 
the labour market. So that even before any of the 
men come back from the forces an unemployment prob
lem will already have commenced. The kind of future 
which the government itself anticipates is shown by the 
recent white paper on Unemployment Policy, which 
assumed an “average level of 8 per cent, unemploy
ment”.

The third problem, demobilisation, is intimately 
connected with that of unemployment, in that it seems 
to be the policy of the government to try and keep un
employment within bounds by restricting demobilisa
tion. Among soldiers the prevalent concern is how 
soon they will get out of the army, and they obviously 
regard any long-term peacetime mobilisation with the 
greatest discontent. Meanwhile, the government has 
made its demobilisation proposals even more unpalat
able by withdrawing the earlier principle of demobilis
ing according to length of service and substituting one 
of releasing key men first. This may suit the govern
ment and the employers, but it is palpably unjust that 
a man should be kept longer in the forces than another 
just because he did not have the good fortune to hold 
a key job in peacetime. The government after the 
last war attempted to apply this principle to demobili
sation, and the result was a great manifestation of dis
content among the men which made the authorities 
think better of their plans and speed up demobilisation 
to an appreciable degree.

The re-establishment of contact between the work
ers of Europe is an event which the ruling classes of all 
countries regard with something approaching fear. 
The British government have already made it known 
that it will be some time before free travel will take 
place between England and the Continent. In the 
meantime they are making the best of the time that is 
left to them to strengthen the links between the various 
sections of the ruling class and the bodies that support 
them. Representatives of capitalist newspapers, of 
international finance, of big business will be allowed to 
circulate freely, as they do now under the guise of war 
correspondents or government agents. Soon, no doubt, 
the official representatives of such reformist bodies as 
the Trade Unions and the Labour Party will be let 
loose on Europe to link up with similar class-collabora
tionist bodies on the Continent. But it is obvious that 
the representative of a working class paper or the dele
gate of a revolutionary group will find it next to im
possible to cross the Channel, or to pass over the 
frontiers of any European country, until many 
months after the war has ended. In the meantime, the

('Continued on p. 4)
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ANARCHIST COMMENTARY
A LONDON comrade who 
visited Glasgow recently has 
given us an encouraging report 
on the general situation on the 

Clyde and the activities of the Anarchist Federation in Scot
land.

There is considerable discontent among the workers in 
the industrial areas of Scotland, and this has shown itself—  
particularly during the past twelve months— in militant strike 
action. In the coalfields of W. Scotland strikes are continu
ally taking place and at Shotts there have been twenty strikes 
during the past year. Our Lanarkshire comrades are carry
ing on active propaganda work and whenever the strikes 
begin to look as though they are going to spread throughout 
the coalfield— as they actually did on an issue of solidarity 
last year— the press, coalowners and Stalin stooges raise the 
bogey of the “hidden hand” .

The struggle has also become sharp in the shipyards, 
docks and factories. The Dockers’ Union (a breakaway from 
the T. & G.W.U.) has adopted a number of syndicalist 
methods, including recall of delegates and direct action—  
particularly in support of victimised dockers. The sympathy 
which our policy is gaining among the dockers is shown by 
the number of them who regularly attend our open-air meet
ings and buy and distribute War Commentary among the 
dock workers.

Syndicalism is also gaining support in the factories and 
the Trotskyite Socialist Appeal recently devoted two articles 
to the “ syndicalist tendencies” among the Clydeside workers.

Open-air propaganda activity is considerable and the 
Anarchist Federation runs some half-dozen meetings every 
Sunday in Glasgow, Edinburgh, Paisley, Burnbank and other 
towns. These is no lack of speakers to put our case and the 
platforms invariably draw large and enthusiastic audiences. 
While our comrade wras there young Alan Burnett, who has 
just completed a sentence of twelve months imprisonment, for 
refusing military service, was released from gaol. His first 
comment on meeting a group of comrades was: “ Where will 
I be speaking on Sunday?”

The Anarchist Hall in Wilson Street, has become a 
centre of activity. Discussions take place every Monday 
evening, and during the winter months social evenings are 

-held regularly, as well as public meetings on Sunday even
ings. The level of discussion is high and many practical 
issues are dealt with. The bookshop in George Street is 
another focal point of Anarchist work and at all hours of the 
day there are a group of people reading the newspaper cut
tings, posters and cartoons displayed in the windows.

The growth of our movement in Scotland and the 
general militancy among the Clydeside workers is extremely 
inspiring to anyone who is accustomed to the less revolution
ary atmosphere of “ Southern England”, and gives the lie to 
those who claim that the British* workers, are incapable of 
organising and acting in a revolutionary way. The Clyde 
has historically been the birthplace of some of the most bitter 
struggles of the British workers. It is our task in other parts 
of Britain to develop and increase revolutionary propaganda, 
so that the “ syndicalist tendency” on Clydeside to-day spreads 
throughout the country.

ANARCHISM 
ON CLYDESIDE

IN a recent letter from a comrade 
we are giving the following valu
able information concerning the 
recent wave of strikes in Guate

mala :
“ After Dictator Ubico’s forced ‘resignation’ some weeks 

ago the country has been shaken by a great outburst of strikes, 
mainly directed against the United Fruit Company, one of the 
part-owners of Central America. The strikes are in most 
places confined to the labourers and are usually of the greve

STRIKES IN 
GUATEMALA

perle type. At Bananera an offer of government arbitration 
was rejected and the strike was eventually a success. At 
Tiguisabe the demand is for a 50% wage increase. The 
Compania Agricola (local subsidiary of the United Fruit) 
have offerer! 15% and have laid the matter before the pro
visional president. The strikers here have refused discus
sion, having just presented their demand and then come out 
for it. The struggle is still in progress.”

VILLAGE A T  last the Women’s. Institutes have 
dropped their knitting* and their fruit 

HORRORS bottling; they have cea'sefr-to be a gossip 
club and have undertaken a sound job in 

investigating rural conditions. As a result a report has been 
issued by the British Federation of Women’s Institutes which 
contains a damning indictment of the water and sewerage 
systems throughout the countryside. The report has been 
prepared as a result of information received from house-to- 
house investigations and collected by rural district councils in 
reply to questionnaires. Only a few of the W.I.’s refused 
to work because they feared trouble between landlords and 
tenants.

The report, dealing with water-supplies to farms, states 
that no special provisions were made under the Rural Water 
Supplies Act 1934 with the result that supplies are now 
wholly inadequate on many farms. In Oxfordshire, recently 
40 cases of rejected milk were due to unsatisfactory supplies. 
At Kingham (Oxon) these dairy farms are dependent on the 
public wells. About 2,500 villages out of 3,500 odd reported 
that they had piped water. In most cases the water is not 
laid on to the houses, and stand pipes are shared by several 
houses. These freeze up in winter and” add to the daily 
labours of the country housewife. About 2,000 villages 
report that their water supply is tested, but it was also found 
that contaminated wells are still being used, e.g. in Sheeps- 
combe (Glos.) a number of wells have been condemned, but 
there is no alternative supply. Upham (Hants) has no main 
water or drainage, and five out of seven wells were con
demned five years ago.

At Keevil (Wilts) five farms pump water for drinking 
and alUother purposes “ from a brook into which runs all the 
drainage from the farms and from which cattle drink and 
dung into” .

The school of Cockhill (Worcs.) has no water, since its 
well, which is in the burial ground, was condemned. At 
Tunstall (E. Suffolk) fourteen council houses built shortly 
before the war share one pump. In Great Shefford (Berks) 
there are two groups of council houses and each group shares 
one stand pipe. Each tenant pays i7/8d. per year for this 
privilege. Eight council houses in Twyning (Glos.) have 
water carted to them from i j  miles away. Each house is 
supplied with four buckets daily to serve all purposes. Wells 
(Somerset) has not enough water to supply its ti.50 houses 
after only a fortnight of dry weather, but the villagers com
plain bitterly that they pay water rates.

Reporting on the sewerage system of the countryside, 
the W .I.’s claim that 26 counties estimate that over half 
the number of houses surveyed had earth, bucket or chemical 
closets.

In East Suffolk there are only two villages, which can, 
boast-'having no earth closets, 22 have over 100 each, and a 
great many householders share. The report adds that most 
village women are hotly discontented. Some villagers are 
willing to pay 6d. to ,2/- per week extra for water and 
drainage! Of the few who were unwilling to pay, one 
claimed that they were paying to the neighbouring urban 
areas already. They all realised the heavy cost of drainage 
and water but felt that since the country contributed to town 
amenities it was time that similar support should be forth
coming for the villages,
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Although this particular report by the W .I.’s is useful 
it will doubtless remain just another report as long as the 
W .I.’s retain within their ranks so many reactionary elements 
— landowners’ wives, etc. What is needed is a federation of 
villagers’ administrative committees elected and subject to 
recall by the villages. Such a committee need have no tender 
feelings towards the landowners and a programme of action 
could be worked out«.

Mr. William Holmes, 
C.B.E., general secretary 
and former president of 
the National Union of 

Agricultural Workers, is retiring at the end. of the year at the 
age. of 7J- Like most Trade Union leaders, he seems to have 
begun his political career in all sincerity, being appalled by 
tjie disgusting wa^es o f farm workers which, were at that 
time merely 9/- in winter and 10/- in summer. His early 
cainpaigmngs were begun with much energy. It is said that 
he pedalled round the country on his cycle in order to address 
meetings of farm workers in a manner rather reminiscent of 
the reactionary William Cobbett riding his horse on his rural 
î ides. But this time the pawns in the game were not the 
big land owners but the farm workers. There was much 
unrest and at every farm strike and lock-out Bill Holmes 
was always on the scene eager to use the militant actions of 
the workers as stepping stones in his career. Within the 
Union framework he played some considerable part in the 
‘rural revolt’ of 1923. Norfolk farmers demanded a 3/- 
reduction in wages which were than 25/-. The men resisted 
successfully and over 12,000 came out on strike. They held 
demonstrations and great meetings at King’s Lynn and Nor
wich and marched in processions with banners flying and 
bands playing. Trouble from blacklegs resulted in pitched 
battles before they were finally chased away.

Bill Holmes has been on the. Union’ŝ  Executive continu
ously since <19*1, was president in 1922, and has been 
General Secretary since 1928. In the wider sphere of the 
Trade Union movement he was one time President of the 
Trade Union Congress.^ In recognition of his Chairmanship 
of the T .U .C . a tribute was paid to him by the Congress in 
selecting him as their ‘unofficial ambassador’ in 1941 for 
a io  months tour of New' Zealand, Australia, South Africa 
and Southern Rhodesia in order to tell the people of the 
Empire the story of Britain’s war effort. Such £re his 
achievements for posterity.

What are his achievements for farm-workers? Well, 
the hours have been regulated somewhat, £3 5s. od. has been 
established as a minimum wage as against a £4 10s. od. 
demand, overtime rates have been fixed, and the Union has 
reached a membership of over .100,000. This year what Bill 
Holmes regards as the greatest achievement of all is the 
alliance and Joint Consultative Committee between the 
N.U.A.W . and the N.F.U. But it must be remembered that 
this is not an-alliance with small farmers or crofters and 
workers, but an alliance with the big business interests in 
farming and the big land-owners, and the executive of the 
Union. Small farmers have very little representation in 
the N.F.U. mainly because they are too busy farming and 
lack the time to attend Union meetings.

But what do the farm-workers think of benefactor Bill 
Holmes? Well, most of them don’t think about him at all. 
Most have never heard of him. Whenever the rising cost 
of living forces the Central Wages Board to adjust the wages 
accordingly an'adjustment is taken for granted. Bill Holmes 
has lost his indeniity within the executive of the N.U.A.W. 
and the Central Wages Board. The farm workers shrug their
shoulders, laugh and say that ‘they b------s’ will give us a
rise in six months. They know that the 65/- minimum wage 
to-day gives a standard^of Jiving which is hardly more than 
equivalent to the 12/- of 1914, Such petty reforms have 
strangled the fine militant spirit' which was characteristic of 
the Tolpuddle Martyrs and the men who took part in the 
‘rural revolt’.

BIG BILL HOLMES 
— COWBOY ?

(1continued from p. 2)
ruling class hope to keep the workers divided until their 
own international and national organs of repression have 
been perfected and the period of revolutionary ferment 
which it fears has been safely passed by. But the inter
national contact of the workers can never be complete^ 
stopped. Any intercourse between nations involves the 
mingling of workers— railwaymen, seamen and soldiers. 
And in these contacts, however small, the seed of any 
really deep discontent, of any real revolutionary move
ment, would be passed from land to land. However 
carefully the governments guard the frontiers, they 
cannot stop the transmission of thought, which recog
nises no boundaries, nor can they prevent the growth 
of an international working class discontent which will 
threaten the very foundations of all they build for the 
oppression of their subjects.

A N T I-LA B O U R  LA W S V IC T IM S  D EFEN CE 
C O M M IT T E E

In our Mid-August issue we gave the address of the 
above committee as 38, Great Ormond Street, W .C .i. This 
was incorrect, and we wish to point out that the address of 
the Committee is 318 Regents Park Road, N.W.3.
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A WORD FROM THE 
UNDERWORLD

D O N ’T  M A K E THE mistake of thinking the miner a revolu
tionary crusader. He is not. Neither is he a fool: he knows 
where he stands— well and truly at the bottom of the Shaft; 
and at the top, arm in arm, stand Government, Trade Union 
and Management. Occasionally they spit down the Shaft, 
when the miner is not looking, and occasionally, when he is 
looking, the Trade Union cocks a polite snook at the Manage
ment with his left while his right hand warmly shakes the 
Governmental glove. Look closely— Management and Gov
ernment are twins! Look still more closely— they are one 
and the same! No wonder the Trade Union winks.

The miner know this. He knows it every day. The 
result is not to make him an anarchist, for he is already an 
anarchist: in other words, he does not detest this particular 
government so much as being subjected to the process of 
government. But this is a spontaneous and untheoretical 
reaction, thank goodness. He is not interested in theories. 
He is interested in wages and conditions.

We almost went on strike because the hauliers were 
being paid less proportionally for a certain piece of over
time than were the colliers. But there was no mention of 
a strike when the Anti-Strike legislation was introduced, 

'which, from a theoretical point of view, was a much greater 
danger to the miners.

M y comrades had a very direct and adequate attitude. 
Their opinion of their Trades Union officials was well ex
pressed by a friend of mine who said “ Them? They couldn’t 
Trade Union 'my missus.”  They do not imagine, and have 
never imagihed, that the war is being fought for their benefit, 
but neither are they prepared to create a revolutionary situa
tion to make the war their own. They are interested, as 
I said, in wages and conditions, and not only do I not blame 
them for that, but day by day in the Pit it was the foreman 
who represented Power and who was to be resisted, not the 
Acts passed in Westminster; and it was to the foreman that 
we directed our swearwords, having no regard for larger 
organisation.

The Communists and the Socialists have been very vocal 
as to the exact steps which should be taken to improve wages 
and conditions. These do not include swearing at the fore-* 
man. Nationalise the industry, they reiterate. The theqry 
behind this programme is of less interest to my comrades 
than the F A C T  that the programme will, they are told, 
benefit them materially and magically.

As for conditions themselves: I only wish that Mr. 
Bevin, the friend of the workers, would take it upon himself 
to spend a day among his “ comrades” in the Pit, working. 
There is just room for him to kneel at the Coal-Face. No 
room to swing the pick, Gil jerks with it, stabs from roof 
to the coal the machine has cut and the charge blown down. 
It is a huge lump. Where there is a conveyor belt the coal. 
is shovelled directly on to it. Where there is no conveyor 
the collier’s mate loads the lumps into a tram by hand. 
Ponies drag it away. The collier clears a floorspace with 
one foot, sitting on the other. “ Cap, Jim!” Jim passes a 
wood-block and a steel prop. Gil stands the steel prop, 
thrusts the cap between it and the roof and swings his ham
mer sideways. Then he lifts the pick and jerks at the coal, 
with each stab a grunU

Life in the Pit causes a number of physical and mental 
ailments. One haulier said to me: “ The worst thing in the 
Pit is that after a bit you don’t care. Everything can go to 
hell.” And that is a fact. It is both arduous and mono

tonous— for the collier more arduous, foi* the haulier more 
monotonous. For the pony —  !

I hope you liked your seven and a half hours, Govern
ment, with a quarter of an hour rest to eat your “ snap” at 
10.45 and, since the wage increase— gained as a result bf 
agitation— your wage packet of £5, minus deductions for In
come Tax, Tools, Canteen and Bath payments, Insurance 
and various other small items.

And if you were not exactly pushed into the Shaff, I 
imagine that at least you did not fail to notice the sarcastic 
grins of the men when you addressed them about the future. 
If you ask them they will tell you the story of their Trade' 
Union official who, when first appointed, disappeared across 
the fields one day for fear he would fce. asked to interview 
Management about a* small matter; and who later attacked 
me with no end of verbal violence for writing a very mild 
article containing a little truth about the miners’ attitude for 
a very mild newspaper.

Never once will you hear a man agree with what a 
Trade Union leader declares is the miner’s viewpoint. They 
are too cynical to be more than blasphemous about it. The 
older men have given their money and their ideals to the 
Trade Union movement which let them down in 1926. The 
younger men have another solution— leave the mines. A 
large number will do so as soon as the war ends. Many will 
remain through inertia and due to the fact that work in the 
Pit from sixteen years onwards dogs, not fit a man Tor 
another 'job. Fathers do not intend to let their sons go 
down. Their sons are eager enough to step .into the Cage 
until they have had a month or so of it. Then they wish 
for the sunlight. After a few years they are hardened to 
futility. Some few love the job, and a larger number are 
proud of it. It is a job hard enough and useful enough to 
be proud of. It is these men who should *run the mines. If 
there are not enough of them let society discover the possi
bilities of water power. At present the only Power used to 
its fullest extent is Political Power, which does not benefit the 
population to any noticeable degree!

I am sorry to say good-bye to many of my comrades. 
They are of more worth in the world than their so-called 
“ leaders” . If they were to decide one day that cynicism is 
not enough, and kindness’is not enough and strength is not 
enough, but that revolution to establish all their true though 
hidden certainties must burst upon a complacent world—  
then, Government, take to your shelters!

J O H N  P I C K

PUBLIC LECTURE-DISCUSSIONS
EVERY FRIDAY EVENING 7.30 p.m

15th SEPTEMBER Mat Kavanagh

22nd SEPTEMBER "The Meaning of Anarchism"

FREEDOM PRESS ROOMS
27. BELSIZE ROAD, LONDON. N.W.6.
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THE FILM 
RACKET

THE IN D U STR Y IN which monopoly capitalism in this 
country has developed at the most formidable rate is that of 
producing and distributing films. From the earliest days 
there was a tendency for highly financed bodies to emerge. 
The great cost of producing a sufficiently elaborate film to 
satisfy the artifically stimulated needs of the box office de
manded heavy capitalisation, and the cost of making films 
was stepped up by the competition of Hollywood spectacles. 
Here were the best conditions for the rise of large combines, 
able to bear the financial strain of producing expensive 
pictures and the risk of losing money on them. These com
bines, by gaining control of renting organisations and of 
circuits of cinemas, were able to assure themselves from any 
great risk, as they stowed their films in cinemas they con
trolled directly or indirectly and did not have to rely on 
peddling them in the open market. The result was that the 
shareholders were assured of their profits, the stars of their 
inflated salaries, and the regular cinema-goers had to put up 
with any kind of dope the combines chose to give them.

In the last two years the progress towards monopolisa
tion has been accelerated to a vast extent. It was only, how
ever, quite recently that the public became fully aware of the 
real state of affairs, and that the government felt impelled to 
show at least a sign of concern.

The results of the recent moves in cinema finance and 
company control are to leave the British cinema industry 
virtually.in the control of ,twd;organisations, the great Odeon- 
Gaumont British combine, controlled by Arthur J. Rank and 
the Warner Associated combine, controlled by Warner 
Brothers of America.

The following is an impressive description of the actual 
situation:
'  “ The main outline of Mr. Rank’s cinema finances is

well known. Through Manorfields Investments Ltd., he 
controls the General Cinema Finance Corporation, which 
in turn controls General Film Distributors, a large renting 
company which finances and distributes many of the films 
produced by Mr. Rank’s companies. Through the Gene
ral Cinema Finance Corporation, Mr. Rank holds the 
majority of the voting shares, in the Metropolitan and 
Bradford Trust, which controls Gaumont-British and its 
eighty-nine subsidiary companies. By similar holding 
companies Mr. Rank is the-main influence in the Odeon 
circuit. He thus possesses absolute control of two out of 
the three main cinema circuits, the third belonging to 
Associated Pictures in which a half share is held by War
ner Brothers of America. Between them, these circuits 
own approximately one thousand of the 4,250 cinemas in 
this country. Whilst this may hardly look like a mono: 
poly at first glance, it represents an almost complete 
stranglehold. Most of these theatres arc ‘first-run’ houses, 
which take considerably more than one-third of the £110 
million which every year flows into the box-offices all 
over this country. In London the circuits own two-thirds 
of between three hundred and three fifty 'first-run' 
cinemas.”

New Statesman & Nation, 12/8/44 .
In terms of actual film production the influence of the 

two large combines is equally dangerous.
“ of the thirty stages now in operation, thirteen 

are controlled by Mr. J. Arthur Rank’s companies, two 
by Two City Films, Ltd.— a company over whose pro
duction activities Mr. Rank also has control— and five by 
the Warner Associated British Picture Corporation group. 
Some two-thirds of the available stages are in fact con

trolled by the two big vertical combines. Independent 
British producing units, as well as some American con
cerns desirous of producing films in this country to satisfy 
the quota provisions, have had no alternative but to make \ 
application to Mr. Rank’s organisation for studio space 
and to accept the terms that might be imposed, such as 
distribution through General Film Distributors Ltd., and 
release to one or other of the Rank controlled circuits.”

The Economist, 12/ 8/44.
Even .this cJoSS* not $h°vv m its. full extent the hold of 

the big combines on the film industry. The independent film 
producer can be assured against the failure of his pictures 
only if he gets them distributed by a renting company con
nected with one of the large circuits. In this distribution he 
finds his productions usually at a disadvantage. Either they 
are given second place to the productions of the renter’s asso
ciated producing group. Or, if they are exceptionally good, 
they are used as bait to induce exhibitors to take inferior 
films which the distributors wish to sell. Furthermore, the 
commission charges are fantastically high, being usually from 
20 to 30%.

The independent exhibitor is almost equally at the 
mercy of the big combines. If he wishes to get the films 
which have been most publicised and which are therefore 
likely to bring him good box office receipts,- he has to trade 
with the renters associated with the large combines. And 
in order to get one good film from them, he will probably 
have to accept a number of inferior films which it would not 
be worth his while exhibiting on their own.

Thus it will be seen that the whole film industry is 
afmeted by this growing tendency towards monopoly. For 
the film goer the results are equally depressing. With the 
steady destruction of independent producing units, the variety 
and originality of films has decreased. The large combines, 
with their monopolistic control of the market, will fifid it pro
gressively less necessary to provide good quality films to their 
publics. So long'as the films are not bad enough to drive 
people away from the cinemas, they have no immediate reason 
for concern. And the^know that the majority of cinema- 
goers would continue to pay even for rubbish/just because 
they have no other way to forget the ugliness and monotony 
ol their own lives. So the man who wants an opiate evening 
at the flicks is likely to pay more and get less value for his 
money in proportion as the influence of the monopolistic 
combines increases to its maximum.

So far as the workers in the cinema industry are con
cerned, their lot is likely to become no better. The cinema 
industry is characterised by an exaggeratedly hierarchical
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formation. At the top are film stars whose incomes approach 
£100,000 a -year, executives and producers who are all among 
the highly paid strata of society. Below them are a whole 
crowd of executives, secretaries, script writers, technicians, 
who have comfortable salaries or fees for their services. And 
below them are the carpenters, electricians and other crafts
men, and the great mass of extras and small-part actors, 
the proletariat of the film industry.

This last class of film worker is, for the most part, 
a casual worker, engaged for.a day, or, at best, for a film. 
He has no kind of security in employment. His pay which has 
risen from a guinea a day to anything up to thirty shillings, 
is greatly reduced by the travelling expenses to the studios, 
which are almost all some distance from London. It has 
also to be considered as spreading over the days, of which 
there are many, when no work is to be had. Only a small 
nucleus are regular film workers. The rest are men and 
women who drift into the industry because they are out of 
work and leave it as soon as they get more regular or con
genial employment.

These casual film workers are poorly organised. An 
attempt has been made to bring them together on ordinary 
trade union lines, but it is obvious that such conditions of 
employment demand something far less rigid and more 
capable of being used spontaneously at the place of work. 
The union which was founded, the Film Artists’ Association, 
is developing along orthodox trade union lines, and is at 
present engaged on a heresy hunt against those who do not

wish to join it, by attempting to enforce the ‘closed shop’ 
principle in the studios.

An industry of this kind, based on casual Jabour, is one 
which is peculiarly fitted for organisation on free, anarchist 
lines. Moreover, it is only by some really militant organisa
tion among the cinema workers* which will endeavour to 
secure the co-operation of the film-going public that the 
great monopolistic control of the cinema will be broken. 
Direct action by film workers and film-goers would be far 
more effective than the gentleman’s agreement between the 
Minister of Trade and Rank, by which the latter is said to 
have agreed not to extend his activities any further, but, for 
the present at any rate, to rest content with his winnings.

The relation of the film to the anarchist ideas of free 
art is a subject closely related to that we have been discuss
ing. But it requires a much more exhaustive study than is 
possible at present. It is sufficient to point out that the film 
is an art in which the completely untrained actor, the 
ordinary man drawn from his work, has been proved profi
cient by a number of recent experiments, such as “ The For
gotten Village”, “Man of Aran” and many British document
aries. It is an art form in which it is most evident that, lo 
use Coomaraswamy’s phrase, every man is a special kind of 
artist. In the cinema we are likely to see the people’s art 
springing up sooner than anywhere else, and for this reason 
the development of the film is of peculiar interest to the 
anarchist.

GEORGE W O O D C O C K

* * * * * *  Booh Bevieiv** * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * *
*  *

: The Revolt of the German ;
*
*
★  ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

THE W ILH ELM SH A V EN  REVOLT, by 
"Icarus." Freedom Press, 6d.

WHEN H IS T O R Y  leaves the rough 
uneven path of economic fact and 
enters the slippery road of political 
action, it becomes little else than a 
mass of stupid class prejudices. His
tory then becomes the servant of poli
tical intrigue and fraud. We are only 
too familiar with the gross perversion 
of history regarding the U.S.S.R. But 
too few of us are familiar with the 
real facts of the revolt of the Ger
man Navy at Wilhelmshaven in 1918. 
Recently we caipe across a book called 
“ The Last Days of the German Fleet” 
by Ludwig Freiwald which purports to 
be an account of the revolt from the 
standpoint of a patriotic sailor. Sig
nificantly, the introduction is by Har
old By waters who has been much in 
evidence lately as a naval expert. The 
fact that they find a common footing 
speaks loudly for the unity which 
exists in the ranks of the countr-revo- 
lutionaries.

The history of this revolt is especial
ly worthy of study at the present time

N a v y ,  1918
★  ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

when there is every possibility of the 
German Navy following the line of 
11918. Despite the strict censorship 
reliable accounts have come from 
neutral countries of bitter and contin
ual struggles in German seaports. On. 
this account, Icarus’ new book “ The 
Wilhelmshaven Revolt” is a great im
portance. From Freiwald we get but 
little history, and what there is is of 
slight value, except for the broadsheets 
issued by Icarus during the crisis, which 
he reproduces. We get all the old 
slanders and abuse, the rebels being 
represented as merely criminals actua
ted by greed, envy and lust.

The new Freedom Press pamphlet 
describes how ship after ship fell into 
the hands of the revolutionary sailors 
who made their officers prisoner; how 
the workers took over the means of

• life and distributed necessities accord
ing to need, abolishing the #use of 
money. They solved these problems 
in a similar manner to that adopted by 
the Spanish workers anil peasants in 
many instances during the revolution 
of J936. These practical demonstra-

*
★  ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

tions of the German and Spanish 
workers are a complete refutation of 
the Socialist and Social Credit school 
who seem incapable of envisaging any 
system of society not actuated by the 
profit motive. Icarus’ book is addi
tional proof (if any be still needed at 
this stage of history) of the Anarchist 
teaching that “ evolution must be work
ed out, not talked out.”

It is deeds, not words, that make 
history, and for that reason all workers 
and students of social history must 
read this booklet. The author was one 
of the active participants in the W il
helmshaven Revolt, and here tells for 
the first time in English, the precise 
lines on which the struggle developed. 
It is such knowledge we must all have 
for the coming stormy days that are 
ahead. For all who are weather-wise 
can see that the storm clouds are 
gathering. We know, in the words of 
the Chicago Anarchist martyr, Louis 
Lingg that “ the Anarchist is not merely 
the stormy petrel, but the harbinger of 
the coming spring.”

MAT KAVANAGH.

I
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MORE STRIKES
Figures made public by the Department of Labour show 

that there were substantially more strikes in the first seven 
months of this year than in the corresponding period of last 
year, but that they were of considerably less scope and 
intensity.

From January i to July 31 this year, 3,035 strikes have 
occurred, as compared with 2,241 in 1943.

The current year’s figures involve about 1,000,000 
workers with an average loss of four working days each. 
Last year over 1,200,000 men left their jobs with a time loss 
averaging seven days. News Chronicle, ,1/9/44.

WORDS W ONT HELP
Mr. Winston, Churchill, in a message 

to Poland, declared that the world was 
watching the heroic struggle for freedom 
in Warsaw. The message said:

The Poles have earned the admira
tion of all free peoples. For five years, 
despite the most barbarous treatment at 
the hands of the Nazi thugs and torturers, 
Polish courage and Polish constancy have 
never faltered. At home and abroad the 
Poles have remained at one in their deter
mination to continue with the United 
Nations the struggle against the German 
oppressors of their country.

Manchester Guardian, 2/9/44.
A bit less admiration and more help would have been 
welcomed by Warsaw’s fighters.

THE FALL OF MUSSOLINI- 
SEEN BY HIMSELF

According to the Sunday Dispatch 3/9/44 Musso
lini has published a book entitled The Stick and the 
Carrot which is a narrative of his fall from power. 
Some of the extracts quoted throw an interesting light 
on the causes of his defeat and on Badoglio.

Mussolini describes how the King was obliged to give 
him the sack because of the disintegration of the 
Arm y:

It was the afternoon of July 25, last 
year, when Mussolini was summoned to the 
King’s villa— the Villa Ada, which he had 
visited only once before in his years of asso- 

v ciation with Victor Emmanuel.
Victor started the interview blandly but 

firmly, by saying at once;
“ My dear Duce, things cannot continue 

like this. Italy is falling to pieces. The 
Army is morally prostrate— the soldiers 
won't fight ”

Badoglio, now the Allies’ friend, sent a letter to Musso
lini on May 3, 1940, concluding:

“ If I am proud of anything, it is of always having faith
fully served you, Duce, with unlimited devotion.”

Mussolini says that immediately after his dismissal and 
while still trusting the King’s assurances and not dreaming 
he was about to be sent into captivity, he wrote the follow
ing letter to Badoglio: «

“ I thank Baloglio for his attentions. The only residence 
I possess is Rocca Della Caminate, whither I am disposed 
to retire. I desire to assure Badoglio, with special regard 
to our past collaboration, l will not make difficulties for him. 
On the contrary I will collaborate in every way.”

DIPLOMATIC SUCCESS
The diplomats of Britain, the U.S., South Africa, 

Australia, Canada, New Zealand and Norway have agreed 
that one blue whale equals z j  humpbacked whales, two fin 
whales or six sei whales. .

The table of whale values, set down in the protocol 
signed by the Governments of the seven countries, regulates 
the taking of whales as soon as the war ends and the whalers
can go back to work. . . .

The Star, 10/8/44.

Through
WHEN THE WAR ENDS

Throughout the country 
cities and towns are making 
preparations to celebrate the 
defeat of Germany, and they 
are all acting on the basic 
assumption that every adult 
American will be drunk.

Big stores have arranged 
to- close, and those in New 

York’s Times Square area 
have also arranged to board up their windows.

Wall Street has advised brokers and bankers and other 
business men to lock all securities, stocks, bonds, and cash 
in their solidest safe.

The din will be terrific.
The Mayor qf Pottsville, Pennsylvania, Which seems to 

deserve its name, will mark victory by ringing all church-bells 
and tying down all whistles and sirens in one perpetual shriek.

Reynolds News, 3/9/44.
And after the celebrations, when America will find itself 
with an army of unemployed which has been numbered 
at as many as fifteen millions' then it is hoped that Wall 
Street bankers will have some better reason to lock* their 
money up.

INDIAN "DEMOCRACY"
Lord Wavdl s inclusion of the depressed classes among 

the minorities whose interests deserve protection through the 
treaty between India and Britain follows representations made 
on their behalf which are worthy of serious consideration.

he Central Assembly* which has 140 members, has 
only two representatives of the depressed classes, while the 
Council  ̂of State, consisting of 60 members, has’Wone. The 

iceroy s Executive Council includes Ambedkar, the sole 
representative for 60,000,600 untouchables, though the Mos
lems, numbering 94,000,000 have four.

Manchester Quardftm, 30/8/44.

BOOMERANG PROPAGANDA
_ * ? ^ r anc* ot^er Propaganda has never yet sug-

ges ec to the German troops that they should revolt against 
or shoot their officers. It may be that a high-level policy 
decision is needed before such advice is given. I hope the 
decision will not be delayed by any ruling-class chariness 
about “ dangerous ideas” .
w/ . , * Driberg in Reynolds News, 3/9/44.
Wc are shocked by Tom Driberg’s suggestion. Ob
viously the kind of leaflets he proposes would put ideas 
in our soldiers’ heads and, as one knows, what is good 
lor the Germans is not good for us.
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WAR COSTS MORE
In the last week of its fifth year the war was costing 

over £ 16,000,000 a day. Exchequer returns to September 
2 show that the amount required for supply services, which 
had been falling steadily for some time, rose sharply.’ Only 
on two occasions since D-Day has this figure been exceeded. 
Last week it was £115,171,718, compared with £84,260,000, 

Manchester Guardian, 6/9/44.

the Press
WHERE IS THE TRUTH ?

No matter what you may read elsewhere, 
it is the truth that in Paris the Germans be
haved, on the whole, with almost ludicrous 
correctness. There was not the famine we 
had expected. True, the very poor were hun
gry, but they always were, "long before 1939.

To those, almost exclusively Socialists 
and Communists, who fought them either 
with arms or by underground propaganda the 
Germans were, of course, completely ruthless. 

Apart from them neither I nor any other correspondent in 
Paris could find real evidence of brutality.

From D-Day until the liberation of Paris it happens to 
be true that most of the material damage to French soil and 
the actual deaths among French civilians have -largely been 
caused by Allied arms. All this the French know, and they 
still welcome and cheer us, knpwing these things have been 
done because we saw no alternative.

In France it is the pathetic, ignorant little prostitute who 
has her head shaved and been paraded before a jeering public. 
The more deadly people, the more dangerous people, were 
probably among those who sat near us in the swagger Paris 
hotels eating a lunch that, with wine, cost in the region 
of £5. Reynolds News, 3/9/44- By a Special

Correspondent just returned from France.
An enclosure used by the Germans as a torture chamber 

has been found near the Porte de Versailles, said the F.F.I. 
radio yesterday, quoted by Reuter.

Victims were put'to death by means of excessive heat, 
the announcer said, describing the enclosure, which measured 
10 by 12 yards. They were strapped to electrically heated 
seats and forced to keep their hands on railings which were 
also brought to great heat by electric current. At least lour 
coffins have since been dug up near by. They aie thought 
to contain between two and three corpses each. They will 
be opened in the presence of a medical expert. German 
prisoners, surrounded by F.F.I. guards, are being made to 
dig up the coffins. These prisoners are believed to have 
had a hand in these atrocities. Final details will not be 
available until they have been interrogated.

Manchester Guardian, 1/9/44.

A SUPER VERSAILLES
Territorially, according to well-informed French sources, 

France has already made it clear that she is in favour ol 
depriving Germany of any control over the left bank of the 
Rhine. At the same time she will support the Polish claim 
for a frontier on the Oder. In addition the French may be 
expected to ask for the handing over of the Ruhr for a 
period of years to an international body as was done in the 
Saar in 1919. The Ruhr’s output would be devoted in the 
first place to making good the damage caused by the Germans 
in France, Britain, Belgium, and Holland. As far as the

occupation of the rest of Germany is concerned French 
opinion is thinking in terms of a period of between five and 
ten years, but this question has not been settled.

- Manchester Guardian, 5/9/44;
Shall we also have a super-Hitler in ten years time?
"THE COUNTRY WANTS TO HUNT"

Lieutenant-Colonel McKcrgow, chairman of the Crawley 
and Horsham Hunt, is begging landowners, tenant farmers 
and keepers not to slaughter foxes.

“ I can plainly see,” he said at the Hunt’s annual meet
ing yesterday, “ that if this destruction goes on, we shall have 
no foxes to hunt.

“ It seems hard on those who have supported our Hunt 
duriag the war years to find that we have few foxes when 
the war is over, and the country wants to hunt three days 
a week.”

Hounds are welcomed by landowners and tenant farmers 
throughout the country, contends Lieut.-Colonel McKergow.

Dftily Mirror, 31/8/44.

ENSA JOKE
Extract from a letter written by an .R.A.F. officer in 

Normandy :
“Recently, at an Ensa show, some comedians were typi

fying the usual Hyde Park scene. (A Socialist, a herb ped
lar and a female teetotal expert were holding forth.)

“ I felt that the audience were hurt that their material 
aspirations towards Socialism should be ‘guyed’ in this way 
until the ‘Socialist’ said: ‘Capitalism is the root of all evil/ 
There was a roar of applause which completely destroyed the 
artist’s intention to nullify it by some ‘crack’ about his 
‘rhubarb tonic.’
^WWVNAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA/WWWNA/

F R E E D O M  B O O K S H O P  
132 Cheltenham Road, Bristol

Freedom Press publications advertised elsewhere 
in this issue also in stock. The following books are 
still available:

SELECTIONS FROM TH E WORKS OF
GERRARD W INSTANLEY 7 /6  

TH E HISTORY OF T H E  IRISH
C ITIZEN  ARMY 

TH E SAYINGS OF LAO TZU 
TAOIST TEACHINGS 
TO H E LL  W ITH CULTURE 
TH E W ILHELM SHAVEN REVOLT 
ART AND INDUSTRY 
EDUCATION THROUGH ART 
TH E CULTURE OF C ITIES Lewis Mumford 
TH E L IFE  WE LIV E— T H E  DEATH WE D IE

(Drawings— Hand Printed)  John  Olday 5 /-
T H E  REAL RULERS OF SCOTLAND Thomas Burns 6d. 
STEPM OTHER BRITAIN Oliver Brown 6d.
ESPANA (Photographs and Drawings)  3 /6
19th JU LY , 1936

(Photographs of the Spanish Revolution) 51-
TH E POLITICS OF T H E  U N PO LITIC A L H. Read, 8 /6  
TH E RUSSIAN ENIGM A A. Ciliga, 1 /6
MAHATMA GANDHI R. Rolland, 3 /6

R. M. Fox 61- 
3 /6  
3 /6

H erbert Read 1 /-  
“ Icarus”  6d. 

H erbert Read 12/6 
H erbert Read 2 5 /-  

15 /-

AmericanAsk us to send you regularly the following
magazines:

THE IN D U STRIAL WORKER ... 3d.
WHY? ...
p o l i t i c s  ................... ;;; ;;; i / i

Send us 2/6d. or 5/- and we shall send you as many copies 
of these three magazines as your money covers and advise 
you when the money has run out.
Please add lor postage on books as follows: Orders up to 
1/- add 2d. postage; 1/- to 3/- add 3d.; 3/- to 8/- add 5d.; 
8/-r to 15/- add 7d.; over 15/- add 1/-.
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TRUTH IX HISTORY
H ISTO R Y, AS M A N Y  students learn to their bitter dis
appointment, is not so much an interpretation of actual events 
as it is an evasion of truth by suppression of pertinent facts. 
The case of Pearl Harbour can serve as an excellent example 
of what “ history”  can do with such presumptuous ease— since 
it has at its disposal all the facilities, such as schools, colleges, 
press, pulpit and radio. That is history in the hands of the 
powers that rule us.

If one accepted the “ historical” version of the events 
that took place at Pearl Harbour in December 1941, it was 
a diabolical act of treachery by one nation against another 
(peace-loving) nation. But truth has a way of coming to 
light and the facts of Pearl Harbour are slowly emerging in 
their true perspective.

Miss Jeannette Rankin, until 19,43 a representative in 
the U.S. Congress had the distinction of being the sole one 
casting a negative vote at the joint serrion of the Congress 
and Senate on December 8th, 194.1 when the U.S. declared 
war on Japan. In the last world war Miss Rankin also voted 
against the declaration of war on Germany when she had 
the company of some fellow members from both houses. 
Logically, Miss Rankin should have had far greater com
pany in 1941, but .logic among politicians is something only 
the innocent look for.

As far as the radical and labpur movement was con
cerned there was no anti-war movement prior to the U.S. 
entry into this war. The Anarchist and Trotskyist opposi
tion to war was not strong enough to become widespread, 
but there was far more anti-war sentiment in 1940-41 than 
in 1917. The people, as always, were instinctively against 
war for they know only too well that it is they alone who 
have to bear the burden of sacrifices in every war. The 
greater part of the press too, made it appear (as aid for 
Roosevelt and Willkie in the last election) that they were 
against any actual participation in the new world war, and 
it was against this atmosphere that the outbreak at Pearl 
Harbour came like a bombshell.

Overnight the erstwhile anti-war. politicians, together 
with press and pulpit, turned into ferocious supporters of the 
immediate declaration of war against Japan, Germany and 
Italy. The people of America were dumb-founded at the 
somersault enacted by yesterday’s anti-war spokesmen. But 
naturally the politicians were not against war as a means of 
perpetuating the present order.

The disillusionment of the masses, however, would have 
been far greater had it not been for the manner in which the 
ruling class handled the publicity regarding Pearl Harbour. 
It is with regard to this that Miss Rankin’s actions merit the 
attention of all those who love the truth. By her lone vote 
against the war she brought upon herself the condemnation 
of every journalist in the country. She took that stoically, 
and when in 1942 Congressional elections came along, Miss 
Rankin was again alone yi declining to run for re-election. 
She did not do this out of fear of defeat for nearly every 
pre-war “ isolationist”  candidate was re-elected and her posi
tion came 10 a head on the eve of her departure from 
Congress.

Every Congressman and Senator has the right to insert 
into the Congressional Daily Record any statement he may 
wish to make and since it wa* her last chance to explain her 
actions, Miss Rankin availed herself of this right. She in
serted a detailed exposure of all the facts she was able to 
obtain as the background of the events which led to the Pearl 
Harbour attack. This appeared in the Congressional Record 
for December 26th, 1942.

As was to be expected, the kept press and radio sup
pressed any mention of Miss Rankin’s action. Congress 
wjiose the dishonest course ol hushing up the unexpected

exposure. But, by setting out to present as she states, “ a 
number of historical antecedents of the Pearl Harbour attack 
and to raise a few questions . . .  as to the meaning of certain 
activities which led up to that attack” , Miss Rankin has 
performed a most creditable act as a representative of the 
people.

She began with an editorial from The Christian Century 
of November .19th, 1941, three weeks before Pearl Harbour, 
whiefi almost prophetically stated:

“ It is no secret that the whole colonial structure of 
the white empires is threatening to fall apart unless wre 
intervene in Asia. Many British leaders would welcome 
American involvement with Japan . . .  So the thesis of 
Sidney Rogerson’s pre-war book ‘Propaganda in the Next 
War’— that the surest way Britain can bring the United 
States to her aid will be to involve us in war with Japan 
is being validated by events.”  

and continues:
“ . . . his book was published as one of a series of 

* books on The Next War edited by a well-known writer, 
Capt. Liddell Hart, ,and was banned from export to 
America by the British censorship in 1939. A  copy has 
been secured by the Library of Congress, however, and 
now reposes in the rare-book room. On page 148 Mr. 
Rogerson makes this admission as to the plans of the 
British imperialists: fTo persuade her (the United States) 
to take part will be much more difficult than in 19-1-4 . . . 
The position will naturally be considerably eased if Japan 
were involved and this . . . would bring America in with
out further ado. At any rate, it would be a natural and 
obvious object of our propaganda to achieve this, fust as 
during the Great War they succeeded in embroiling the 
United States with Germany.’

But exactly how was Japan to be embroiled with 
the United States? There is no better way of goading 
a nation into war than by imposing sanctions, especially 
in the case of nations devoid of essential raw materials.”

The world was to believe that the first secretive confab 
at sea between Mr. Churchill and Mr. Roosevelt concerned 
itself chiefly with the construction of the Four Freedoms. 
Miss Rankin brings forth some interesting proofs to the con
trary. She cites the following from an article in The Ladies’ 
Home Journal of July, 1942, “ How War Came” by Forrest 
Davis and Ernest K. Lindley (the latter an intimate friend of 
President Roosevelt):

When they (President Roosevelt and Prime Minister 
Churchill) met in a Newfoundland bight for the Atlantic 
Conference, Churchill wished to meet the issue head on. 
He asked the President . . .  to join in an ultimatum 
declaration to Japan.”

Continuing, Miss Rankin quotes the following from a 
speech of Mr. Churchill in the House of Commons, as re
ported in the N .Y. Times of Jan. 30, 1942:

It has been the policy of the Cabinet at alfnost 
all costs to avoid embroilment with Japan until we were 
sure that the United States would also be engaged . . . 
On the other hand, the probability since the Atlantic con
ference, at which I discussed these matters with President 
Roosevelt, was that the United States, even if not herselt 
attacked, would come into the war . . . and that expecta
tion has not been falsified by the events.” 

and adds:
l his would seem to indicate that not only did 

President Roosevelt accede to Churchill’s pressure to send 
an ultimatum to, and impose sanctions upon Japan, but 
mude u blanket commitment to bring America into the 
war even if Japan did not uttack.”
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Miss Rankin proceeds then to analyse sanctions:
“ Now, an ultimatum is a demand accompanied by a 

threat. It sets up a dilemma: ‘Do so and so— or else.’ 
In this case the alternative to be offered to Japan was 
. . .  an admitted provocation to war . . . There seems to 
be excellent evidence that such an ultimatum was sent 
by President Roosevelt . . .  a perusal of other sources 
throws considerable light upon the extent to which the 
Roosevelt administration invoked economic sanctions 
against Japan in the months between the Atlantic Con
ference and the attack upon Pearl Harbour . . .  in the 
New York Times of August 17,-1941 . . . we read: 
‘Vice-President Wallace, the Chairman of the Economic 
Defence Board to-day confirmed reports that his group 
was already working on projects for exerting pressure 
on Japan'. In other words, in less than a week after the 
Atlantic Conference the machinery of economic sanctions 
was getting under way . . . Six weeks later the economic 
stringency in Japan had become acute, as we read in the 
New York Times of October 24, 1941: ‘Japan’s raw 
material shortage has been sharply aggravated and her 
industrial activity seriously disrupted by the cessation of 
her trade with important foreign countries, the Depart
ment of Commerce reported to-day. . . . Ship movements 
and trade between Japan and the United States, the 
British Empire and the Netherlands Indies, it is pointed 
out, have become virtually non-existent.’ Did President 
Roosevelt realize that ‘economic sanctions mean war’ . . .? 
It is hard to see how he could have failed to realize this,

■ inasmuch as he himself had made the following statement 
to the Volunteer Participation Committee on July 24, 
1941, as reported* in the Department of State Bulletin of 
July 28, 1941 : ‘N ozVf if wc cut the oil off, they (the 
Japanese) probably would have gone to the Dutch East 
Indies a year ago, and you would have had war’ .”

Thus far Miss Rankin unveiled only the round-about 
way in which Japan was driven to war by the Roosevelt ad
ministration at the behest of Churchill. Still, Roosevelt was 
only too well aware of the fact that the people of the United 
States were unalterably opposed to any war involvement. 
It was to overcome this great difficulty that the Ropsevelt 
administration committed, according to Miss Rankin s proofs, 
its greatest act of perfidy. We will let her tell the story.

“ Astounding as the Pearl Harbour attack was to 
the American public as a whole, if it was anticipated by 
the administration why did the President permit our forces 
to be taken by surprise . . . The answer seems to be that 
everything possible was done to warn our forces at 
Pearl Harbour of the extreme likelihood of attack . . . 
for two weeks prior to the Pearl Harbour attack almost 
daily warnings had been sent . . . do not the very word
ings of these warnings, indicate that the Pearl Harbour 
attack came as no surprise to the President? . . . A very 
curious .piece of evidence appeared in the Saturday Even
ing Post of Oct. 10, 1942 . . .  in an article by Lt. Clar
ence E. Dickinson, U.S. Navy . . . relates: ‘Oh this 
cruise we sailed from Pearl Harbour on Nov 28, 1941 
under absolute war orders. Vice-Admiral Wm F. Hal
sey, Jr., the commander of the aircraft battle forces, had 
given instructions that the secrecy of our mission was to 
be protected at all costs. We were to shoot down every
thing we saw in the sky and to bomb anything we saw in 
the sea.’ Could such orders have been issued by Vice- 
Admiral Halsey except by specific direction from the 
Commander in Chief, namely, the President of the United 
States? In other words, if Lieutenant Dickinson’s account 
is true did not the President at least 9 days before the 
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbour, without a declaration 
of war, authorize an identical attack upon the Japanese?”

Small wonder that the secretive and treacherous roles en
acted by two of the leading “ official” spokesmen of the so- 
called democracies have disgusted as sincere a person as 
Jeannette Rankin seems to be. Her courageous action should 
serve as an eye-opener to the toiling masses of the “United'' 
Nations, who are discovering that Churchill and Roosevelt 
are bringing them no nearer to true economic and political 
liberation than Hitler or Stalin might have done.

The only road to liberation lies in the action of the 
people themselves. No true co-operative commonwealth will 
ever be built by politicians or through any state institution. 
It can only be achieved by people acting in spontaneous and 
voluntary association with their fellows. This is the message 
the anarchist has repeatedly brought to the people. It is the 
message that stands to-day as trenchant as ever before.

Truth in history may be distorted and falsified, but it 
cannot be destroyed. Like murder, truth will out!

M AR CU S GR AH AM .

Solidarity  
Tickets D rive

Accrington: A.E. 5/-; Beaconsfield: H.R. 5/- Bicester: C.F. 5/-; 
Bradford: - N.H.N. 5/-; Barnsley: J.A.H. 5/-; Brentwood:
R. W.G. 5/-, Bristol: J.S.R. 5/-. K.M.T. 5/-, A.H.S. 5/-. L.G.W.
15/-, F.B. 13/6: Bellshill: P.S. 10/-, Billingham: A.E.C. 5/-,
Burnley: j.F. 2/-; Bangor: H.EJ. 5/-. Blackpool: N.W.R. 5/-, 
Breaston: A.W. 5/-, Birmingham: H.T. 5/-, F.N.M. 5/-: Bowdon: 
V.Y.E. 5/-: Cirencester: J.R.A. 10/-: Castle Douglas: N.E. 5/-, 
Chichester: G.B.A. 5/-t Cranbrook: A.S. 5/-; Chelsfield: J.E.D. 
4/-; Cambridge: F.C. 5/-, T.L. 5/-: Cardiff: W .H 3 . 5/ ;
Coatbridge: J.C. 5/-; Derby: H.E.H. 5/-: Driffield: A.E.H. 10/-; 
Edinburgh: J.C.T.-4/-, A.P. 5/-, I.F. 20/-; Edenbrfdge: E.E.B. 
5/-; Enfield: F.S. 5/-, S.R.R. 5/-; Edgware: D.J.M. 5/-; 
Felixtowe: W.K.S. 5/-; Gt. Yarmouth: L.F.B. 5/-; Greenock: S.M. 
5/-; Guildford: B.W.M. 5/-; Glasgow: A.W . 5/-; H igh 
Wycombe: J.E.R. 5/-; Hitchen: E.B. 4/-; Hayes: J.P. 5/-;
Halifax: A.G. 6/-; Harrow: L.B. 5/-; Hornchurch: S.J. 5/-;
Hyde: E.F. 2'/6; Horsham: D.S. 5/-; Hull: M.A. 5/-: H ounslow:
B. W. 6/-; Ipswich: E.D.C. 3/-; Ilford C.W. 5/-; Kidderminster: 
D.W. 5/-: Kingston: Grp. 20/-: Langport: C.C.B. 5/-; Lingfield:
C. V.P. 2/-; London Colney: E.H. 5/-; Liverpool: G.l. 5/-,
J. W. 5/-, M.G. 51/-; Long Eaton: C.W.R. 5/-; Loughton: H.S. 
5/-; Llandovery: P.D.M. 5/-; Leicester: R.J.G. 10/-; Leeds: 
M.F. 5/-; K.C. 2/6; Lower Kirby: C.C. 2/6: Lampite: A.R.P. 
5/-; London: N.W. grp. 15/-; L.W.P. 5/-, V.R. 25/-, M K  5/-

.J.H.E.R. 5/-, B.D. 3/-, D.S. 5/-, E.S. 5/-, E.M. 5/-, D.V.F. 5/-, 
C.A. 5/-, B. 3/6, Mrs. F. 5/-, R.J. 2/6, S.C. 5/-, J.C. 5/-, S.L. 
5/-, F.R. 5/-, W.H.T. 5/-.-D.C. 5/-. L'.A.R. 5/-, F.C.G. 21/-, 
F.C.D. 15/6, E.M. 30/-, P.S. 10/-, P.E. 10/-, M.L.B. 10/-, B.B. 
20/-. V.T. 40/-, N.T. 20/-; Manchester: G.W . 5/-, S.H. 5/-; 
Mansfield: J.L. 5/-; Morden: J.Y. 5/-; Malden Manor: B.U. 5/-; 
Minehead: Mrs. S. 5/-; Mountain Ash: G.R. 5/-; Nottingham:
K. N. 5/-, J.B.P. 5/-; Northwoocf: E.H. 5/-; Norwich: S.V.P. 10/-; 
Newmarket: D.E.E. 5/-; Newton Abbott: W.A.B. I/-; Oldham: 
J.H.H. 5/-; Oxford: B.E.H. 5/-, R.P. 5/-; Oban: K.B. 5/-; 
Fortishead: W.S. I0-; Peterborough: A.W. 5/-; Prestwich: S. 5/-; 
Rochester: B.A.H. 5/-; Richmond: N.C.M. 5/-; Romsey: J.D. 
5/-: Rhosgoel: A.S. 5/-; Robertsbridge: G. 10/-; Selby: J.H.B. 
5/-; Salford: H.R. 5/-; Spennymoor: G.B.F. 2/6; St. Annes on 
Sea: C.F. 3/-: Sidcup: C.J.A. 5/-; Swindon: D.T. 2/6: Stratford 
on Avon: C.C. 5/-; Tredegar: R.L.J. 5/-; Tunbridge Wells:
S. G.H. 5/-; Teddington: J.G. 5/-; Warrington: J.H. 5/-, M. 5/--
W igan: W .H. 5/-; Whitehaven: G.H .McG . 5/-; Weybridae* 
F.H. 5/-. 7 9

/ . TOTAL O F  1st LIST £45 16s. 6d
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TROUBLE AT  THE DOCKS
THE FALSE E X C ITE M E N T following the Allied invasion 
of France seems to have sapped the fighting energy of the 
dockers, and seems to have caused a temporary lull in the 
struggle for improved conditions, so that domestic troubles 
thrive like weeds on a dung heap. But the dockers of Aber- . 
deen have had problems to face and it is to their credit 
that they did not shirk their responsibilities. Their dispute 
has been the only one worthy of note since “ D ” -Day. The 
men ceased work in support of a demand that the gang dis
charging coal should be increased from four to six men. 
Despite the usual brow-beating by the Union officials it was 
only with great difficulty that they finally persuaded and 
cajoled the men into an acceptance of the Union policy of 
arbitration. It was obvious that the claim was of long stand
ing and could have been submitted to arbitration much earlier 
but it was not until the dockers resorted to direct action that 
any notice was taken. It is also obvious that the demand 
could easily have been met because during the last few 
months there has been a rapid influx of new labour in every 
port, up to 10,000 men in Manchester docks.

This new labour is made up mostly of inexperienced 
men but has to be registered under the Dock Labour Cor
poration Scheme. But already the regular dockers are 
beginning to fear unemployment as their lot after the war. 
A  certain amount of resentment is felt towards the new men 
because of this fear, although the majority of the men do 
not show any resentment and seem willing to train the new, 
men and work with them in a comradely spirit. Unfortun
ately, the attitude of the minority has provided an opportunity 
for the employers to divide the men and create a barrier 
between them. Apparently the new men are to be regarded

as supplementary to the existing labour register and they 
will therefore be looked upon as temporary labour. Assur
ances have been £iven to the Union that should the volume 
of work be reduced the supplementary men would be removed 
from the register. This alone pre-supposes labour troubles 
after the war, and it should be noted that so far no assur
ances have been given that the special Army Dock Brigades 
will be disbanded, or that they will not again be used as 
strike-breakers as on the London Docks last year.

The new labour has raised special problems and hard
ship. Many of the men have been drafted in from outside 
districts by the Ministry of Labour. If a docker is trans
ferred from one port to another he automatically comes under 
the Docks Transfer scheme and receives 5/- per night as 
subsistence money. The port employers have refused to 
give the new men this money as they argue the new men 
are not dockers and should therefore come under the Ministry 
of Labour Transfer Scheme and receive only 3/6 per night. 
As a result one finds groups of men working in the same port, 
doing the same work and in most cases sleeping in the same 
lodging-houses and yet some get 3/6 while others get 5/-. 
Naturally this causes dissatisfaction. To subdue the unrest 
the Union has agreed to place the matter before the National 
Arbitartion Tribunal. Arbitration, even if successful, is a 
slow and unnecessary procedure. The grievance is still a 
fact. The new men who are scattered and diluted amongst 
the more experienced men, should seek support and solidarity 
in the direct action methods of the men of Aberdeen and they 
would find that in this-?way this and other anomalies would 
be rectified with great speed.

- C . H.

CRACKS IN THE N A Z I EDIFICE
A SH ORT REVIEW  of the actual changes imposed upon 
the masses under National-Socialism reveals that Western 
Europe’s social structure has been altered in such a way that 
gigantic explosive social powers have been accumulated.

Germany’s military strength depends upon a complete 
transformation of private economy into a State-directed war
time economy, where individual rights and liberties are sub
ordinated to one aim: the strengthening of the authoritarian 
state.

National Socialism or nationalistic “ Socialism in one 
country” , is exactly the reverse of collective ownership. It 
is the highest centralisation of political and economic power 
in the hands of small castes composed of the party elite—  
Gestapo, (in Russia the G.P.U.) the S.S., the Army, and the 
Bureaucracy. The latter manoeuvres between the former 
groups. There are constant clashes among the three groups 
with subversive intrigues and counter-strokes. If one caste 
does become too independent, its strength is bound to be 
broken by purges. Nevertheless, first one caste, then an
other, tries to better its position in relation to its rivals. 
But basic pommon ties also unite them, since all three castes 
derive from the authoritarian State-regime and arc dependent
upon it for their existence.

Since the Russian purges in 1926-28, and the 1933-34 
blood-baths in Germany, we can discover amazing similarities 
in the policies of the German and Russian dictatorships. In 
Tune 1934, Hitler “ liquidated” his intimate “ Parteigenosse” 
J oehm and thousands more. Generals like Schleicher and

his nearest colleagues were shot without trials; other generals 
died under mysterious circumstances. Furthermore, when 
Trotsky was driven out with the help of Bucharin, the latter’s 
fate was likewise sealed. And, when the G.P.U., under the 
command of Yagoda, “ liquidated” the generals of the “ Red” 
Army, Yagoda signed his own death warrant.

A split in the ruling castes does not necessarily mean 
the beginning of a revolutionary situation, because— in Ger
many as wall as in Russia— a state of continual crisis is 
always regularly occurring. It is significant that “ purges” 
have rather strengthened the totalitarian regimes.

In the light of that, the events in Germany some weeks 
-ago, are surely not void of meaning— though the version of 
an “ officer laying a bomb on Hitler’s doorstep and getting 
away with it” i.e., without being killed on the spot, may be 
dismissed. What does seem certain is, that a number of 
military aristocrats— encouraged by agents of the “ Big Three” 
— conspired to replace the “ Fuehrer” by a military dictator
ship. They failed, because the higher-up officers cannot 
appeal to the masses, whom they have suppressed. They 
lack every quality which makes for success under the present 
conditions, where mass revolutionary action alone counts.

Nevertheless, these are cracks in the Nazi edifice. Since 
1933, the number ol workers employed in German industries 
rose from 8 millions to more than 15 millions. Members of 
the “ middle class” were forced to become factory workers. 
Hundreds of thousands of engineers, chemists and other 
skilled workers filled. the ranks of industrial labour. The 

. (Continued on p. 13)
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ITALIAN PRISONERSt
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• THE PO S IT IO N  OF the Italian prisoners-of-war in this 
country is a peculiar one, seeing that Italy has for nearly 
a year now been a “ Co-belligerent” with the Allies. Our 
readers may be interested to know something of the relation
ship between this “ legion of forgotten men” and the authori
ties.

The Italian prisoners have recently been divided into 
two classes— “ collaborators” ’ and “ non-collaborators” . By 
transfers from one camp to another, it has now been arranged 
that there are no 4 mixed” camps, as feeling runs very high 

 ̂ between the two factions, and many incidents occur. In one 
case a whole camp went on strike because two men were 
given a few days detention for refusing to work on the same 
farm as collaborators. It should perhaps be pointed out that 
the term collaboration” refers to collaboration with the 
British authorities.

Collaborators were offered certain privileges, about which 
they have since become very disillusioned; many have applied 
for transfer back to Prisoner-of-War conditions. “Privileges” 
have amounted to: (i) Increase of weekly pay from 5/6 or 
6/- to 9/-. (2) Loss of about 8/- a month given to prison
ers-of-war by mutual arrangement between Governments. 
(3) “Liberty” to walk unaccompanied within a 3-mile radius, 
but not to talk to civilians. (4) Liability for unlimited hours 
of work on any type of job, including “ danger” areas 

l (Prisoners-of-war have to be kept in safe areas by the Geneva 
Gunvention). (5) Removal of “patches” from their uniforms 
ana adornment of their shoulders with an “ Italy” flash. An 
unlooked for privilege was the stopping of all allowances 
to families in Italian territories administered by the Fascist 
Government. This was announced by radio soon after the 
division.

“ Non-Collaborators” , erroneously referred to by the 
press as Fascists, remained so because (1) they anticipated 
reprisals against their families by the German authorities; (2) 
they anticipated the undignified spectacle of wanting to 
change back again for a variety of reasons, including the pos
sibility of military reverses, etc.; (3) they did not want to be 
employed on vital work being done by an Englishman who

might then be sent to the front (i.e. for the Englishman’s 
sake); (4) a general feeling of dignity which attaches to being 
consistent, even if they come off worst. They feel the stigma 
attaching to the word “ collaborator” also; (5) a genuine pro- 
Fascist, anti-British feeling. These represent quite a minority 
however. The division between collaborators and non-colla
borators was about fifty-fifty over the whole country.

Both groups qualify for the description “ forgotten men” . 
The collaborators because they are no longer “prisoners” and 
so have no protecting power. The latter because, as all 
Camp discipline depends on the nature of the Commandant 
(there is surprisingly little uniformity of conditions), certain 
moral restraints have been removed from the P.O.W. code. 
The writer has been witness to cases of unchecked flouting 
of the Geneva Convention since this division, and sent a full 
report in to a prominent socialist M.P. in the hope of getting 
.publicity which might result in action being taken to prevent 
a repetition. Too little is know of the sufferings of many 
Italian boys which date continuously from 1935, and which 
are all the more poignant because they are so bravely and 
cheerfully borne, and have left so little malice. From a long 
association with them, the writer feels deeply about the 
insults that are flung at them.

L. H.
(Since this article was written, the War Office on 

August 19th, made the following announcement:^,
“NEW PR IV ILEG ES

In view of their loyal work, ‘good behaviour and 
discipline/ co-operators may now—
Talk with members of the public;
Visit private houses, if invited to do so;
Exchange part of their pay into sterling to use in local 

shops;
Visit cinemas, at the discretion of the commanding officer, 

and,
Write two airgraphs a month to their families in Italy.

The situation of the ex-prisoners does not seem to be greatly 
altered, nevertheless.— Ed.)

(<continued from p. 12)
modern industrial slaves in Germany are skilled workers, 
concentrated in large-scale industry, trained in modern arms. 
Class interests have tied them together with millions of 
foreign workers slaving in Germany. 1 hey have been 
searching for a revolutionary re-orientation of the working 
class, and have found it. If any country harbours a workers 
revolutionary underground movement which is relying on ex
periment, it is Germany. It is well known that its under
ground press appears regularly. Some of these papers appear 
with a supplement in foreign languages for prisoners of war 
and deportees.

Meanwhile, the masses carry on, as the mass of the 
soldiers go on fighting. They hear the threats of the vic
torious imperialist chieftains and the chauvinistic hate- 
propaganda of the self-styled Labour Leaders. It is neces
sary, however, to be quite clear about what is at stake in this 
development. Unless there is a radical change in the ideas 
of the masses in this country as well as in the U.S.A. and, of 
course, in totally nationalist poisoned Russia, the German 
Revolution is bound to be bloodily crushed. J he result then 
is bound to be, that the fate of the European workers of 
to-day will become the fate of the workers in Britain and the 
other European countries of to-morrow.

Not hypocritical parliamentary election phrases like 
“Socialism in Britain” but the facts of to-day, will determine 
the post-war world. The workers as a class must clarity 
their ideas immediately or suffer the greatest defeat in 
history. . ICAR U S.

PSYCHOLOGY OF BOOT LICKING
Now, I know nothing of Polish affairs, and even if I 

had the power to do so I would not intervene in the struggle 
between the London Polish Government and the Moscow 
National Committee of Liberation. What I am concerned 
with is the attitude of the British intelligentsia, who cannot 
raise between them one single voice to question what they 
believe to be Russian policy, no matter what turn it takes, 
and in this case have had the unheard-of meanness to hint 
that our bombers ought not to be sent to the aid of our 
comrades fighting in Warsaw. The enormous majority of 
Left-wingers who swallow the policy put out by the News- 
Chronicle, etc., know no more about Poland than I do. AH 
they know is that the Russians object to the London Govern
ment and have set up a rival organisation, and so far as 
they are concerned that settles the matter. If to-morrow 
Stalin were to drop the Committee of Liberation and recog
nise the London Government, the whole British intelligentsia 
would flock after him like a troop of parrots. Their attitude 
towards Russian foreign policy is not “ Is this policy right 
or wrong?” but “ This is Russian policy: how can we make 
it appear right?” And this attitude is defended, if at all, 
solely on grounds of power. The Russians are powerful 
in Eastern Europe, we are not: therefore we must not oppose 
them. This involves the principle, of its nature alien to 
Socialism, that you must not protest against an evil which 
you cannot prevent.

George Orwell in Tribune> 1/9/44.
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R e d  and B la ck  Notebook
THE DE H AVILLAN D  Workers’ Canteen Committee has 
recently issued its report after its first year of operation. 
Careful readers of the “ Notebook” will recall that in the 
summer of last year the workers of ‘D .H ’s’ threatened strike 
action against the well known firm of caterers who ran 
the works canteens. This threat resulted in the taking over 
of the canteens by the workers who elected their canteen 
committee to control the 14 canteens of the works. De 
Havilland’s are, of course, dispersed over a wide area, due 
to the necessities of war-time production; the work of the 
committee was, therefore spread over an area of about 20 
square miles.

The enterprise started off by borrowing £8,500 worth 
of equipment and obtaining a month’s food on credit. 
During the year’s operations, the turnover was £150,000, 
a profit was shown, and much equipment has been added to 
the canteens.

“Can’t Afford It”
Factory canteens often suffer from unskilled and in

different staff who have little interest in their work because 
of the low wages and bad working conditions. The first act 
of the ‘D.H.’ committee was to advance staff wages by 20 
per cent. They further decided to use profits to raise wages. 
Now the canteen staff is paid factory rates with double time 
for Sundays. Chefs are paid £9 per week with extras, 
waitresses is 3d. per hour, plus food, protective clothing 
and holidays with pay. The cry of the capitalist factory 
caterers is always, “ We- can’t afford higher wages, we’djhave 
to raise the price of meals.” The second act of the^com- 
mittee was to reduce the price of tea from ij-d. a cup to 
id. and of filled rolls from 2^d. to 2d.

In case you think it is a small affair— the ‘D.H.’ com
mittee is responsible for 80,000 to 100,000 main meals, 
120,000 snacks, 1-85,000 tea meals and 4,000 breakfasts a 
month. The committee is unpaid.

Miners’ National Union
The delegate conference of the Miners’ Federation 

having met and approved the proposal for one national 
union for miners, the proposal goes back to the districts for 
ratification. At present the Miners’ Federation is a federa
tion of county unions, chiefly, South Wales, Durham, North
umberland, Yorkshire, Lancashire, Notts, Fife and Lanark, 
with a few smaller county unions. Each country union, 
representing a separate coalfield, has complete autonomy. 
Further, the miners’ local branch, usually called a lodge, 
has much greater automony than the branches of a national 
union. This local autonomy does not prevent the miners 
acting on a national scalp through their national federation. 
The Miners’ Federation has a record of national strike action 
second to no national union. Remember the three months’ 
strike of 1921 and the eight months’ long strike of 1926!

■ Separate county unions have not prevented a national 
wages agreement as alleged, nor will the abolition of county 
autonomy necessarily bring about a national wage. The 
engineers were the first to have a big, national union, yet 
even now they have separate district wage agreements; the 
district minimum wage varying as much as fourteen shillings 
per week on a journey of 75 miles.

The danger in the new scheme is that local initiative 
will be further cramped, as it is in other national centralised 
unions such as the N.U.R. and A.E.U.

Our Of, Work
Unemployment in the war industries grows. Aircraft 

follows the downward path of shipbuilding and ordnance. 
Rootcs Securities, aircraft, in Liverpool district has felt the 
breeze badly. Coventry secs the slump coming. South 
Vftfcs unions have formed a “ Council of Action”  to tackle

the problem. London aircraft firms arc paying off. The 
government is doing nothing to replace the worked out jobs 
by peace-time development, and employers are complaining 
that they are not allowed to do so themselves because of 
government control. Handley Page complains that aircraft 
constructors are having a ‘raw deal’ .

At the same time, American industry is fast developing 
its peace-time production for cut-throat competition with 
Britain or any other competitor.

Production Committees
In this situation, production committees, suggested by 

the unions and taken over by Communist shop stewards, are 
looking sick. The job of a production committee is to get 
more work from the same amount of labour, which means, 
in different circumstances, the same amount of work by fewer 
workers. Fortunately, most production committees have pro
duced nothing but talk, having the same attributes as the 
barber’s cat, but some have given the boss a few hints on 
how to reduce labour costs. Where this has happened the \ 
result must be looked for in the dole queue. Oh! and don’t 
forget, the unions and the comrats intend to maintain the 
production committees in peace time, even during slump! 
That’s the agreement. Look after your job. Half of you 
won’t have- one if these folk have their way. Tell them 
nothing! ^

Home Guard
The partial release of the Home Guard is reluctantly 

granted. Those Home Guard who are now enjoying an extra 
night at the pictures or the local, should remember the strike 
against Home Guard duties,'just carried out by a number of 
railwaymen, and the large number of men, particularly rail- 
waymen and farm workers, who have gone to prison for their 
resistance to excessive parades. Undoubtedly, this resistance 
and the threat of repetition on a large scale helped the 
government to its decision.

SY N D IC A L IST

In his farewell message Mr. Churchill warned the 
Italian people to be “ most on their guard against unscrupu
lous parties seeking after power and most zealous in the 
preservation of their liberties.” Commenting on this yester
day we wrote (after some hesitation) that “ this must be read, 
and certainly will be read in Italy, as an expression of faith 
in the Bonomi Government and the new forces of Italy 
as against Badoglio and the old gang.”  It seems, however, 
that the Italians arc not so sure. A  few of the Socialist and 
Communist papers (including Signor Nenni in Avanti) ac
cepted this view, but others, more hesitant if possibly wiser, 
played safe by leaving the passage out of their reports alto
gether, obviously fearing that when Mr. Churchill referred 
to “ unscrupulous parties” he had the Socialists and Com
munists in mind. It need hardly be said that the Right Wing 
and Royalist press is sure of it.

, The moral is clear. By rejecting “ ideology” and prais
ing impartially such champions of democracy as General 
Franco, Mr. Churchill has rendered himself unintelligible to 
his audience. It is surely a sad fate for the most eloquent 
statesman ol the age that when he speaks of political freedom 
in liberated Italy his hearers should be uncertain as to 
whether he is championing Badoglio or Bonomi, Fascism or 
its opposite.

Manchester Guardian, 31/8/44.

WHEN CHURCHILL SPEAKS 
OF FREEDOM . . .
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Soldiers9 Letters from Abroad
FRANCE

“ War Commentary still reaches me as usual over here 
in France. Your publication provides a psychological 
relief from the surrounding insanity of war and digest
ing it keeps political news up to date, which is more 
than I can say for official communiques.”

F.R., B.L.A.
★ ★ ★

MEDITERRANEAN
“ I have received a few copies of War Commentary 

out here. They more than compensate for the periods 
when reading and writing are impossibilities. We have 
of course the Union Jack and the Eighth Army News 
all nicely provided for us by the ‘Psychological Warfare 
Branch’ and this makes War Commentary doubly wel
come, especially since the main features in these papers, 

\cuntil recently, consisted of lengthy debates on the merits 
V or otherwise of V cigarettes. It reminded me of an 

Y ild Communist Party tactic and I amused myself 
imagining how the Daily Worker would have repre- 
ffimied itself as having been in the vanguard against Vs. 
Your letters are very welcome, giving as they do a 
sense of solidarity which is most encouraging, especially 
in present circumstances.

Any enthusiasm which may have been felt has evap
orated rapidly on reaching the front. This I find re
placed by a sense of self pity which is expressed by 
alternately attacking the people getting ‘ten pounds a 
week for doing nothing1 and the foreigners who are 
‘having the time of their lives in Blighty' while we are 
sent overseas. There are others who invariably exclaim 
‘Good old Joe' whenever they see a newspaper, not 
that they know much about either Stalin or Russia but 
because to them the advance of the Red Army means 
a quicker return home.”

T.O’M., C.M.F.
★  ★  ★

FRANCE
“War Commentary’s arrival here is eagerly awaited 

for my copy is read by many who find that Anarchism 
is what they are looking for. At odd times, amongst 
ourselves, informal discussions take place and the sub
ject of Anarchism often comes up. A few are begin
ning to realize that perhaps, after all, all isn t so right 
with the world. Once shaken out of their mental 
apathy, they will be able to take an active part in'the

inevitable revolution. For it must be up to the people 
to know what they want, lest the mistakes of the French 
and Russian Revolutions be repeated. The B.L.A. part 
of my address stands for ‘British Liberating Army'. I 
don't think I need comment on that.”  J.T., R.A.F.

★ ★ ★

BURMA
“ Let us have the Army Act and Conscription Lores 

as our Bible. Let us re-write the Lord's Prayer in 
praise of those few for whose financial interests we serve 
and die.

‘Our Creators who are in Blighty, hollowed by thy 
name. Thy profits grow. Thy will be done with as 
much damage as possible. Give us this day our wea
pons to use. And forgive us our fear of the slaughter 
and misery you have brought upon us, for it is thy 
welfare that we do serve, though it may cost us our 
lives. For thou art our gods, who have power and 
money. For ever and ever, Amen' And the Apostles' 
Creed too:

7  believe in the Armament manufacturers, Makers 
of Hell on Earth. And in the financiers our Gracious 
Lords, who were the creators of Hitler and of Roosevelt 
and Churchill who invent for us our ‘freedom' and ‘new 
orders'. It is for them that we do fight and slaughter 
one another and in their name, that theylrnay grow 
rich in the safety of their homes, from where they shall 
sing praise to our glorious dead. I believe in Demo
cracy and Freedotn (for those who have the money) and 
in the necessity for this war, life never lasting, Amen’.”  

R.D.L. (Burma Front Infantry).
★  ★  ★

One soldier sends us a long list of pointed quotations. 
We have selected one by Albert Einstein the famous 
mathematician:

“ That a man can take pleasure in marching in forma
tion to the strains of a band is enough to make me 
despise him. He was only given his big brain by 
mistake; a backbone was all he needed.

This plague spot of civilization ought to be abolished 
with all possible speed. Heroism by order, senseless 
violence and all the pestilent nonsense that goes by the 
name of patriotism— how I hate them!

War seems to me to be a contemptible thing; I would 
rather be hacked in pieces than take part in such an 
abominable business.”
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Our Comrades In Poland
The International Working Mens’ Association (the 

Syndicalist International) through its headquarters in Stock
holm is attempting to re-establish regular contact with the 
Anarchist and Syndicalist movement now underground in 
Poland. The I.W .M .A. Press service writes:*

“ About the Polish syndicalist movement we can say 
that in 1928 the Central Confederation of Workers was 
formed, which was especially influenced by the theories 
of French syndicalism. The most active militant,, Szii- 
rich, lived in France for a long time. The theoretician 
of the Movement was Professor Zakazewski. In 1931 
the organisation merged with another syndicalist organ
isation the “ Z Z Z ” . The new organisation controlled 
shortly before the War some 130,000 members and direc
ted several big syndicalist conflicts against Polish capital
ism. Officially the “ Z Z Z ” was not affiliated to the Syn
dicalist International, but maintained relations with it. 
One of the reasons for this attitude was that had they 
openly affiliated, their organisation would have been im
mediately suppressed by the Government. There was 
also a Polish Anarchist Federation which was affiliated 
to the Syndicalist International. When Poland was * 
crushed as a result of the collaboration of Stalinist Russia 
and Hitler Germany in 1939, all the capitalists fled the 
country. The workers remained, forced to continue the 
fight against the invader. Ia. a declaration sent by the 
Polish syndicalists to the Secretariat of the Syndicalist 
Ir.‘.ene-i«>-̂ <1 at that time wo read: ‘Once more we declare 
to the, world that the workers did not fail, because they 
had no influence in the country. Those who miserably » 
failed were the bureaucrat xiirectors of the State from 
Ministers and Generals down to country mayors;, in
dustrialists, etc. A ll of them abandoned ‘People, honour 
and country’ to seek safety abroad well provided with pass
ports and money’.

About the future of Poland and the line of conduct 
for the fight of the working class the Polish syndicalists 
say: ‘The existence of an independent Poland during the 
last 20 years must have proved to the class-conscious 
workers and peasants of Poland that State and people arc 
not the same thing, and that the interests of the State are 
not always those of the people.’

‘A t the first external shock the Polish state collapsed. 
The state is destroyed but the people still exist. The 
people can only.be free when in a collective organisation 
they enjoy full liberty and material well-being. There

fore we must fight that propaganda which says that the 
re-establishment of the Polish state and unity among all 
Poles for that purpose is desirable.’

‘The masses who live under the occupation have no 
particular interest in lifting the terrible burden of foreign 
domination from their shoulders if it means continued dis
enfranchisement and exploitation by their own State. 
They do not want to fight the butchers of the Gestapo 
to be ill treated later on by Polish policemen and im
prisoned in ‘National’ concentration camps as before. For 
the class-conscious working class the reconstruction of 
the Polish, state is not the objective of their fight. Our 
fight is for the liberation of our country and people from 
all oppression, and for the establishment of completely 
new forms of social relationship. The new libertarian 
Poland must look to Syndicalism for future forms of 
social organisation. Only the free collective economy of  ̂
the workers, peasants arid artisans and the co-operative, 
movement and the free associations of culture, science'?'' 
art, united by means of free councils can realise Sg; 
ism.’

— And In Sweden •\r
General Jung, the Swedish C. in C v has just puf> 

lished an order forbidding certain newspapers to be v/ 
publicly exhibited in military camps. Besides the ex
tremist papers of Right and Left, Arbeteren, organ of the 
I.W.M.A. section in Sweden (SAC) has also been for
bidden. The order doe  ̂ not limii the individual right of* 
soldiers to subscribe p v ttefy _to-rhe papers which they

iV^-prefer.
The cause for this order as far as Arbeteren is con

cerned is the anti-militarist line of the paper, and above 
• all the special campaign it is conducting against pro-Nazi 

elements among the officer corps. This measure will not 
stop the Swedish syndicalists. Each day the paper is 
being sent to some 250 military camps in all the country. 
The members of the organisation take care that the paper - 
is read by the soldiers. Arbeteren has a great number of 
sympathisers among > the conscripted soldiers. This is an ! 
established fact.”

Note: S.A.C. represents Sveriges Arbetares Central- 
organization, the Swedish Syndicalist movement, about 50,000 
strong. Arbeteren is one of the two daily papers run by 
our Swedish comrades.
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