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IN THE YEARS before the war the British working
class often expressed their hatred of Fascism. The
spontaneous erection of barricades in the streets of
the East End to frustrate Mosley’s Marches were an
example. Workers hated Hitler for the brutality of
Nazi concentration camps and the vicious anti-
semitism. They hated Mussolini for the Abyssinian
war. During those pre-war years when our ruling
class were friendly towards the Fascist powers and
coldly sacrificed the smaller states as they success-
ively fell victims to Fascist aggression the workers
were solidly anti-fascist.

Unlike Sir John Simon and Mr. Amery, the
~English people have been particularly sympathetic
towards the Chinese in their fight against Japan.
And the fact that Britain and America at long last
formed an alliance with China did much to strength-
en the propaganda of the ruling class about the anti-
fascist war for freedom. But sympathy with the
Chinese struggle, like sympathy with the Russians,
has made people idealize the Chinese Generalissimo,
Chiang Kai-Shek as a front-line fighter for freedom.
But the Observer (10/10/43) is nearer the truth

when it describes China as “no more than a self-

constituted dictatorship of the Kuomintang”, and
Chiang Kai-Shek as “frankly a military dictator.”

But now that China is in the news, more infor-
mation is forthcoming which is likely to undermine
' idealistic hopes about the Sino-Japanese war. Thus

the source quoted above reveals that China has now:

been fully opened up as a field for imperialist in-
vestment :

“Immediately after Chiang’s election (as Presi-
dent), and in response to a powerful speech made by

~ him last month, the Central Executive Committee (the
highest governing body) lifted all restrictions hitherto
applying to Sino-foreign enterprises jn China. Hence-

~ forward the bulk of the capital need not be Chinese,

the general manager may be a foreigner, and foreigners
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may be permitted to finance their own -enterprises in
China.” g
In England it is an offence to trade with. the :
enemy. It is therefore doubly disillusioning to find -
that the Chinese Government still trades with the 2
territory occupied by Japan! The Manchester
Guardian (19/11/43) correspondent in Chungking
states that: e
“Trade between Japanese-occupied and Free China
has recently taken on larger proportions on account of
the Chinese Government’s endeavour to attract useful
goods from enemy territory . . . Value of the known
imports from occupied areas to Free China during the
last six months, according to a Governmental spokes-
man, -was £1,250,000 sterling on Government
ac?ount, and £25,000,000 through commercial chan-
nels.” s - :
China’s struggle “for freedom” is carried on under-a
“frank military dictatorship”; and while millions of
Chinese workers have died fighting the Japanese, the
Government and the Chinese capitalists do business
-with -the other side to the tune. of more than
£26,000,000 a half year. =

Hatred of Hitler and the desire to join with
Spain and China in the fight against Fascist Aggres-
sion, provided the British Government with the sup-
“port it required when, four and a half years ago, they
entered the Second Imperialist War. In 1939, it
was to avenge and defend freedom and small nations
that we took up arms. But things are changed since
then! Now even the blah-blah propagandists mix
their “ideals” with a strong materialistic flavour.
Here is the American paper, Life: 3 -
“America is the symbol of freedom . . . And
all over the world, now, there are living fragments of
this symbol, and all over the world they are being shot.
down . . . When these living units of freedom :

- extinguished we cannot bring them back
we ce‘nAgg ltgn to_.gi::(: meag{;xg’ -t% ‘their dea J

) s is to sa t _freedom falls, as
- has here on the beach at B 2, it is our task 1o cause
- it to rise again; not in ! cannot
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make and to which we cannot give life, buz in the
mighty symbol, America, the beacon for all men,
which is ours 70 have, to hqld, and to increase.”

Yet for all its absurdity, this patriotic blurb
does attempt to give idealism and meaning to the
sacrifice of life which the war involves. But states-
men. are becoming increasingly blunt, virtually de-
claring the “war for freedom” to be a war of con-
quest. - Smuts in his recent speech stated that there
would only be three great powers after the war—
the British Empire, the United States and Russia.
Harry Hopkins, Lease-Lend Administrator and close
friend of Roosevelt is even more frank in an article
quoted in the Daily Mirror on December 3rd.:

“We will emerge from this war the richest and
most powerful people in the world. Make no mistake
_about it. When the “cease fire” is finally sounded we
alone of all the Great Powers will find our lands
unbombed and unscarred; our people well nourished
and strong; and our breadbasket still filled to over-
flowing.

“We will have the largest navy and merchant fleet
on the seven seas, more aeroplanes than any other

~ nation.”

We have certainly travelled a long way since the
1939 .protestations about “no territorial aggrandise-
‘ment”, about preventing one nation (Germany) seek-
mg hegemony in Europe or even world domination.

“Fascism stands for the exaltation of the leader-
ship prmcxple, for the placing of the destiny of a
‘whole people in the hands of one man, the leader.
It was to destroy this spirit that the people of
England fell in behind Chamberlain in 1939. Yet
~reporting the recent conferences of the “Big Three”,
:su‘ch_heat_ilines as “These men shape the future of
the world” have been common.

~ The change in war propaganda reflects the in-

creasing control of the State over the individual lives
of men and women (yet another attributive of
‘Fascism) ‘which war legislation has  accom-
plished. Perhaps the clearest reflexion of the drift
~ towards totalitarian and authoritarian conceptions is
- to be seen in the many plans for post-war recon-
struction. The Beveridge plan and its revised and

tions put forward to solve the post-war problems,
‘are united in this: that they all envisage extended

control by the State over everything that concerns i

ives of ~men and women and even'-chlldren

longer than the war of 1914-18—it uncovers more
unworthy and discreditable motives, while the ten-
dency becomes ever more clearly to enthrone that
form of authoritarian rule which it is alleged to be
fighting against. Many who hoped (and some who
fought against Franco in Spain are amongst them)
to see the 'war against Hitler become in good earnest
a war against Fascist reaction have become disillu-
sioned. Events have proved that wars for freedom
cannot be waged by the class enemies of freedom.
Instead the principle of obedience to authority has
been enormously strengthened.

In this issue of War Commentary, we publish a
Manifesto of the Anarchist Federation on War. We
have opposed the war because it is not a war for
Freedom, because it has always been a war of con-
quest, a war for imperialist gain. We do not point
only to theoretical considerations however to support
our position. = Events are the most cogent teachers
of all. It is the logic of events that will bring the
workers of the world in disgust to throw down the

- institutions of power and government whose rivalry
, has for the second time in thirty years soaked the

whole world in blood. Events will bring them to
join hands.across the frontiers in the Social Revolu-
tionary fight against Eascism, and the reconstruction,
not of the old, evil, cruel world of Capitalism, but
of the free associations of free men holding their
destinies in their own hands.

‘amended versions, as well as all the other proposi-
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EVEN now the political “anti-fascists”
are still trying to make capital out of

MOSLEY'S
RELEASE Mosely’s release. The general tenor
of C:P.s propaganda, of course, gave

Morrison just the handle he needed, and he grasped it
with both hands. In the debate he was able to appear
(what an irony!) as the most democratic of them all!

In spite of the LL.P.’s clamour about “Put Mosley
On Trial” (a slogan which is -exposed elsewhere in this
issue),“and their claim that. “Mosley Case Proves I.L.P.
Right On 18b”, “the I.L.P. have always opposed 18b.”
etc., Maxton, MCGO\ ern, and Campbell Stephen voted in
favour of the motion deploring his release as an 18b de-
tainee. But most interesting of all was the outburst of
Mr. John Parker, a Labour M.P. who seconded the
motion. He declared that “he hated Mosley’s guts” and
that Fascists and other people should be denied all liberties
under the constitution. Mr. Parker is secretary of the
Fabian Society; his espousal of this most arbitrary inter-,

- pretation of the most arbitrary section of the Emergency
Powers ‘Act illustrates a point we have often made; that
State Socialists are wholly unconcerned about questions
of liberty. In fact there is much in common between
reformist Socialism and Fascism—especially in their be-
lief-in: the final authority of the State. Parker’s outburst

* merely parallels Bevin’s acts—the Socialist- Minister of
Tabour. who has introduced more fascistic measures for
the control of labour in two and a half years, than his
tory predecessors had been able te do in ten.

We Anarchists believe in, and work for the organizing
of the working class on a basis of class struggle as the
only effective means of fighting-fascism. - The record of
our Spanish Anarchist Syndicalist comrades sufficiently
justifies -our views. -Hence we are indifferent to such
merely political issues as the Mosley release business. We

- have from the first opposed 18b. and the whole Emergency
Powers Act, and have stigmatized it as a Fascist measure.

R it

It is a matter of indifference to us if one of the principal °

victims of this weapon of reaction should be the leader of
the pro-Nazi B.U.F. -We opposed the E.P.A. when it was

used to imprison our own comrades, when it was used to -

o= suppress the Daily Worker and attack the Daily Mirror.
A3 We are not now going to support it merely to secure the
; “political detention of Sir Oswald Mosley. Let us repeat
it: the danger of Fascism lies much more in the ranks
of Churchill’'s Government than in Holloway Gaol; and
_ that danger is not to be laid by ‘petitions and prooess:ons
to the Houses of Parliament (even when Kept in order by
Mri. Gallacher and the Mounted Pohce!) "The seeds of
Fascism lie in any form of authority, in all forms of
government, and- workers control of the means of hfe is
~ the only: way to destroy the danger. - :

*

~ OPPOSITION
~ IN GERMANY

) standard feature in the German daily papers.
_given include, besides the name, domicile, and occupation

death . sentences passed upon

been found guilty. Defeatist “talk, _treachery against the

‘broadcasts) are among the offences for which
-‘have aid with their lives in recent weeks,”

far _more active than their fellow-anu-mxhtansts m thl
country, and were far more conscious of the
- -ipvolved. There i is no tenson t.herefore to doubt tj:e tq:

INDIAN

ACCORDING to - the Man—'
chester Guardian, “partlculars of -

civilians have become almost a
“The details

- of the convxcted persons, the crime of which they have

nation, and ‘black listening’ (that* is, listening to foreign
Germans =

German ‘anti-war militants in the last war were

‘Social issues ;

mony' of these reports-as to the existence of an ann Nazx
opposition. That is' an encouraging reflection.. What is
rather ghastly, however, is that men under the Nazi terror
should turn with hope towards foreign broadcasts:  What
a shameful waste, that they should die for such trash!
It is unlikely that the men who broadcast to. Germany
feel any qualms about the fate of their listeners, or feel
any responsibility ‘towards them:

Meanwhile, what we have said’ about the effects of 3
bombing being felt almost exclusively by the working class =
in the poorest districts is borne out once more by the
recent Berlin raids. “The main targets”, says the Man- N
chester Guardian, “appear to have been the industrialized
districts of Spandau and Siemens-Stadt . . .» The Daily =
Mail, as usual, exults at the plight of the German workers. i
“Tens of thousands of people wended their way through :
the streets, their one thought bemg to get away. Many-
were bandaged——some still moaning- with the pain of
minor injuries. Most had only the clothes they were :
wearing, and perhaps a small bundle. All were blackened = -
by smoke and soot . . . ” ‘But the road of escape was
long. The marchers were constantly being diverted away
from areas where delayed action bombs had not exploded,
or from streets where buildings were on the point of
collapse . . . There is no hope of saving the blazing
homes of the people. Firemen are too busy dealing with
the great blocks of bulldmgs in the heart of the cxty and =
the burning factories.” S

* = = = i =

The famine situation in Bengal :;d other -
: parts continues unabated, and thousands
FAMINE are dying each week still. = Parliament and
2 the Press Lords who manufacture “public
opinion” are, however, much more concerned with such
important matters as Sir Oswald Mosley or the question
of whether the Coal Owners: or the State are sbest fitted
to exploit the miners. They haven’t much time for the
deaths of a few million Indians.

- ~Reformists and other dreamers will no doubt have g
been cheered up when Sir George Schuster declared re-
cently in the House of Commons that Parliament had a
great responmsibility for India. The wish-thinkers com-
fortably tell themselves that so long as Parliament is alert
it will all come all right. Sir George, ‘however, also
pointed out the difficulty for. MP s in keepmg themselves'
adequately informed: =

“How can we dlscharge thlS responsx 7
_We can read press telegrams and hear rumours
‘we can never verify the facts by our own dlrectmq
- and observation. There 1s, however, one |
- this House who . . . can :
‘of communication, who ‘can be told all
who has a large staff of ofﬁcxals
- the information which he gets. Jaact 3
A heavy responsibility rests on the Secr.etaxv

_State to keep Parhamen truly inform

happemng in Indi '

“happen, to ask f
What has Mr,
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labourers, and in any event the supplies of rice will not be
large before mid-Fanuary” (Manchester Guardian Weekly,
3/12/43). In any case, said Mr. Amery, the famine is
no concern of the Government of India, since it was “the
fault-of ' the Provincial Legislature”. This is how the
Secretary of State for India discharges his “heavy respon-
sibility”. :

But even supposing he did discharge his duty of in-
forming the House about Indian affairs in an efficient:
manner—would that help matters? When the question of
the Indian famine was debated, there were less than twenty
M.P.s present. Indians may starve, but M.P.s had to go
to lunch.

When men, women and children—reduced to un-
recognizable and repellent skeletons—are dying daily in
hundreds in. the streets of Calcutta, how light-headed and
gruesome seems this liberal chatter about ‘‘Parliament’s
responsibility”’. .How irrelevant and brutal the statement
of ‘Mr. Dean Acheson, chairman of the council of
U:N:R.R.A., that the Indian famine is ‘“not within the
competence of the council to discuss at this session”. He
added that the scope of the administration’s activifies
was limited to the relief of victims of war in liberated
areas. Beyond a doubt, India cannot be considered a
liberated area—the state of bondage is only too evident.

x
ANARCHY ] . ROOSEVELT declared on the

. - * Jtalian situation that the United
Nations would only deal with a responsible government,
for there could be no deal with anarchy.

. Of course by anarchy he meant precisely what anar-
chists mean by anarchy: working-class revolution and
freedom. He did not mean there would be no deal with
chaos (as some suggest) since nobody expected there could
be a deal with chaos; but some hoped there might be a
deal with. the people of Italy as against the oppressors.

The miners’ leaders in this country have also been
talking about anarchy, since the time of the Lanarkshire
coal: strike, when the national Press emblazoned the name
of anarchism in heéadlines.

“At ‘one time—prior to the last war in particular—
the name anarchism was used to scare the unwary—for
this purpose it was revived by some papers during the

- Spanish ‘War. Thus the Daily Express declared “let us

assure . the “Socialist Party here that the Anarchists are
not ‘revolutionaries’ of the Ramsay MacDonald or even
former Ramsay MacDonald school. They are bitter,
earnest, sincere, real revolutionaries.” In the same way,
some Catholic papers, and the French Right-Wing papers,
gave publicity to Spanish Anarchism to scare off the
pseudo-revolutionary-socialists from supporting the Span-
ish struggle. However, those who tell us the word anarchy
is misleading are greatly mistaken. ~All these people do
not misuse ithe word, but well understand it. The miners’
leaders ‘make it quite plain that when they say they dis-
believe in anarchy what they mean to say is they dis-

believe -in-the miners acting for themselves. The miners’ |

leaders prefer the men to listen to their bureaucrats, to do

- what the government tells them, and to suffer their bosses
gladly. ‘When the bosses force a strike, the men should -

then refer matters to Whitehall, miles from the scene, and,
when the inevitable decision is for the -capitalists, the
miners should behave themselves and remain at work

Mr. Will Lawther, miners’ president, who in his
s was a revolutionary socialist and well under-
meaning of the word “anarchy”, showed he

it

Govern- |
> of en-

is the most blatant encouragement of the forces of
anarchy that has ever been given.”
(Daily Herald, 22/11/43.)

It is of course hard to persuade miners that they must
keep working in spite of the police persecution against
them and their comrades, when they see the excuse given
by the labour leaders—‘‘carry on until we have brought
the fascist leaders to trial’—made a mockery of by the
consideration paid Sir Oswald Mosley. They will be
given one more proof of the falsehood of the claims of
those who became anti-fascists after September 1939.
It will, points out Lawther, encourage the militants in
the mines—i.e. encourage anarchy.

The opponents of freedom often misuse the word
anarchy. But these few instances show they well enough
know what it does mean—working-class revolt, militancy,
and freedom. That is the sort of force President Roose-
velt would not deal with in Italy, and Will Lawther is
perturbed of encouraging in the mines. The believers in
freedom will do well to affirm their belief in anarchy, for
although it scares the respectable middle-class, it has a
worthy tradition behind it.

. X
Sydney . Barfrement, who
DIRECT ACTION works at Sherwood éolliery,
SAVES Mansfield, Notts, was sen-
tenced to 42 days imprison-

ANOTHER H.G. ment for disobeying an

: officer’s order when onsHome -
- Guard duty. 300 miners came out on strike in protest

against the sentence. The same evening the sentence was
suspended,

Visit the
Freedom Bookshop

132 Cheltenham Road,
BRISTOL.

All Freedom Press Literature in stock. Also a good
selection of Left books and publications. :

— If you can't call, order by post —

A few suggestions from our stock:
ANNALS Og INNOCENCE AND EXPERIENCE
Herbert Read

TO HELL WITH CULTURE

Herbert Read o

THE .CENTRE CANNOT HOLD
George Woodcock

FALSEHOOD IN WARTIME -

Lord Ponsonby - ;

STALIN'S RUSSIA

Max Eastman

SEX AND REVOLUTION

Alec Craig

POWER :

/ Bertrand Russell

'WOMEN AND REVOLUTION

Ethel Mannin 3

SPIRIDONOVA

I. Steinberg

wei e T Sy () e e—.
“For Freedom Press Publications which can also be sent
by post, see list on p. 12. - > ? '

10/6 (post éd.)
1/- (post 2d.)
2/6 (post 3d.)
2/6 (postﬂd.) $ i
7/6 (post 5d.)
4/6 (post 4d.)
7/6 (post 5d.)
3/6 (post 5d.)
7/6 (post 6d.)

'Wl;gn ordering several. books put Id. ,ln‘thg. shilling for ‘

'PQ“QG.- lwv . 5 3 > i, g Tt AN
4 o . - - g = . 3 . r

) Please make all cheques and P.O.'s payable to Freedom

- Bookshop and crossed a/c Payee. S

71U




X b s

5

MID-DECEMBER 1943

Principles of Syndicalism V1

TOM BROWN

Workers® Control of Distribution

IN THE PRESENT conditions of class struggle the
Syndicalist distributive workers are organised on the
same principles as the factory and other industrial
workers. The basis and control of the organisation
is in the meeting of the workers at their place of em-
ployment where their job committee is elected. Thus
each large store would have a House Committee.
In the case of smaller individual shops, as these are
usually found in groups (as grocers, chemists, butch-
ers, bakers, etc.) about cross-roads or minor thorough-
fares, workers from each shop would meet to elect
their group committee. = Similarly the warehousemen

in the wholesale trade would elect their warehouse
committee.

As in the case of all other syndicates, the shop
committees are federated to the local Federation of
Syndécates, representing all Syndicalist workers in
the locality. In the other direction; the Shop Comi-
mittees are federated to the District Committee of
Distributive Workers, and the District Committees
to the National Council of Distributive Workers.
The National Council is, like other syndicates, fede-
rated to the Natonal Council of Labour, which
brings together and co-ordinates the whole of the
Syndicalist forces.

The work of the Distributive Syndicates is, of
course, not only to wage a struggle for better work-
ing conditions and higher wages, but also to prepare
for the taking over of distribution by the workers.
To that end the Syndicalist shop and warehouse
workers study their trade. They observe and discuss
where such and such commodities are stored and
how they could be distributed more justly and with
greater efficiency. This task is urgent, for workers

~ must be fed during the social General Strike and

Revolution.

" The Spanish Syndicalists acted in this way.
The bakers of Barcelona, before the Revolution,
knew the locality and amount of all stocks of flour,

* and the oven capacity of the city’s bakeries, On

the glorious 19th July, 1936,*when the revolutionary
workers of Barcelona went to the barricades, their
baker comrades ensured them and their families
bread.” The Peasants’ Syndicates co-operated ‘with
the Distributive Syndicates in the collection of food
in the country and its distribution in the towns of
Catalonia.

During the stay-in strike of the Italian engineer-
ing workers in 1920 the peasants® syndicates, the dis-

~ tributive and transport workers and the co-operatives -

e

combined to supply food to the strikers who held the
factories for four weeks. .

In Britain the workers of the mining areas, par-
ticularly Durham, have shown how they can feed
the workers by collecting food and running com-
munal kitchens during strikes of three, four, six
months or even longer. The workers can and must
ensure their own food supplies in strike and revolu-
aon.

The Revolution accomplished, the Distributive
Workers' Syndicate will, of course, establish liaison
with the productive syndicates most closely related
to it; Farm Workers, Food Preparation Workers,
Wood Workers, Textile Workers, Clothing Workers,
Leather Workers, Printers and such.

It will be understood that the Syndicalist
method of distribution, like the Syndicalist method
of production, has nothing in common with-the prin-
ciples of political control advocated by most Social-
ists and even by most politicians of all brands in
modern times. Political control means control first
of all by Cabinet Ministers who usually have no' ex-
perience of the technique they claim to direct: A
country squire is made Minister of Mines, a lawyer
Minister of Aircraft Production, a political journal-
ist is made First Lord of the Admiralty. In muni-
cipal affairs, parsons, butchers and publicans pretend
to run the trams, supervise education and manage the
drainage system. Government by amateurs! In-
struction by the uninstructed !

Distribution like industry is a thing of technics
and requires direction by persons of experience,
those who have given time and thought to' the theory
and practice of their craft. Distribution means more
than standing behind a counter, handing: over a
packet of cigarettes and counting threepence change.
Every shop assistant should be an expert at his job,
and Syndicalism will give him the incentive to de-

velop the interest which will make him an expert. -
A bookshop assistant should know something of -

literature and printing, a tailor’s assistant something
of clothes, and a provision hand something of food,
its care and attractive presentation. They should be

able to make the best of the goods and advise the
customer. ' e

Of course distribution i’nivolves'muclfr'.‘iﬂb’t& than

shop-keeping. Each centre of population has its
warehouses while behind them are the special ware-
houses of the railway centres and docks. All these

need & knowledge of certain technics. Meat refric
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geration, banana ripening, ventilations of wood-ware
and a thousand other problems require special know-
ledge and experience.

Examples of the disastrous effect of government
interference in distribution are only too abundant.
Resisting the temptation to choose too many of the
hundreds of examples available, I pick one from the
hat. Here are headlines from the Daily Express,
12/6/43: .

TOMATOES ROT WHILE SHOPS
GO WITHOUT. °

“In London yesterday shops complained that
they had no tomatoes. In Manchester whole-
salers complained that their tomatoes were rot-
ting.” -
It is left to the reader to supply further ex-
amples from his daily reading and, better still, his
observation. =

But, lest it is thought that all this is due to the

difficulties of war-time, let us take examples from
the first few months of war, when there was no air
raid, no fighting on land, no labour shortage, and
plentiful stocks of food abounded.

. The following is taken from a pamphlet “Chaos on
the Home Front” published by the Co-operative Move-
ment. 5

" Scunthorpe Co-operative Society had a very suc-
cessful creamery “we had a certain amount of good

Minister requisitioned it.
for a considerable time. Immediately they took it over
they. increased the price by ten shillings a-cwt., or £10
a ton. We were allowed to draw our own butter out
of our own cooling chamber and pay the Food Ministry
the increased price of 10/- a cwt.”
__The society had some butter they needed but were not
.allowed to touch, they wrote a letter to the Ministry
saying that the butter was going bad and needed turn-
“ing. The reply told them to send-the butter to Lon-
don, from there it went to South Wales. Was it fresh?
The customers were. : :
“You used to get good sized prunes for 6d. per Ib.
e Ministry requisitioned the whole lot and sold them
back to the grocers at a price which means that the
retailer cannot sell the big ones for less than 83d.,
~or the small ones.” = P
““But the outstanding example of official muddle
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~ was fish. On the outbreak of war the Ministry at once

~abandoned the East Coast ports and set up a fish dis-
tribution’ ’io%,t:e at Oxford, with a chain of branch
. The sd -

| not work, supplie
va ed. Much

~will be emptied. Surely it is obvious that the assis-

fresh butter in stock and on September 22, the Food -
The butter was kept there -

_ip ‘the shops and which is not made.
likely to happen? People are stimulated and guided

failed to : e ¢
fish sketch of the peculiar footwear of the ancient
n== Assyrians, take it to a shoe shop and say, “Have you
. apair of shoes like this, size six, please?”

Bty B
i

consumer may express his prefercnccs?” .No' organ-
isation, I hope. ~Such a special organisation is about
the least likely way of his wishes being effectively
expréssed. - Better the way developed by the people
themselves.

Goods, as now, will be produced in great
variety, for workers like producing different kinds,
and new models, of goods. - Now if some goods are
unpopular, they will be left on the shelves to be
devoured by mice and moths or embalmed by
spiders. ~ Of other goods more popular- the shops

tant will decrease his order of the unpopular line
and increase his order of the popular. Every shop-
keeper does that now and learns, often with uncanny
accuracy, to anticipate his customers’ need. Evep
the newspaper: seller at the street corner must antci-
pate so many of News, so many of Star and so many
of Standard; to balance himself between extra cus-
tomers and left-over copies.

“But what if the productive syndicates refuse to
meet the need of the consumers as relayed to them
by the distributive workers?”’ cries our stulaborn
questioner, defending his last barricade. Well, it
is something that just won’t happen. Everyone who
makes something wishes that thing to be useful and
desirable. Man’s work must- have social meaning,
must be useful, or he is unhappy in his work. S

Some years ago it used to be said that one of
the worst punishments of the military “glasshouse”
was for a man to fill a wheelbarrow with" lead shot,
push it to the top of an incline and then tip the
barrow allowing the shot to roll back. He then
descended and refilled the barrow, repeating the rest
of the process. It was said that this meaningless -
task, like so many other military tasks, nearly drove
the victims to madness. - The lack of social mean-
ing was the sting of the punishment, which must
have been invented by a student of Dante.
 Another “problem” we have presented to us.
is that of someone wanting an article which is not
But is this

i

0 \
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in their choice of goods by what they see in ‘the
shops and catalogues. Is anyone likely to make a

~ All these are small proble
the day when
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A Red and Black Notebook

Don’t go down the Mine Dad!

MR. BEVIN’S NEW SCHEME for supplying human
raw material to the coal mines is little more likely to solve
the problem than did his great” failure, the appeal for
volunteers. The government’s degree of intellectual bank-
ruptcy is indicated by their resort to the principles of
gambling. A bitter random’thought recalls that this same
method is one also used for the shooting of hostages.

The fact that men, so far from volunteering for the
mines, are trying hard to get out of themris due to the
appalling working and living conditions of :the miners.
Men prefer the army to the coal pits, not because they
are burstingly patriotic, many have preferred prison,-but

! because the mines are even worse than the army.

Yet, in spite of the naturally hard character of the
work, - there would be no lack of willing workers for
the coalfield if conditions were reasonably decent. ~There
are always plenty of husky workers if the conditions are

ood.
: The Wage Isn't Much

Wages are, naturally, the greatest problémr. True,

3

they are higher than they were a few years ago, but; .

very low for wartime and much below those of the last
war. I was speaking to a Yorkshire miner a little while
ago and, after showing me his pay slips for a six shift
week, he outlined his budget,- demonstrating that after

spending money. The only thing that puzzles me is,
how he managed to squeeze out the four bob.

Few persons realise how many offtakes are deducted
from the miner’s pay before he receives a penny. Most
workers have only two items, state insurance and income
even sixteen printed items of deduction. Customs vary
fourteen items. I have even seen such details as—“Pick
sharpening,” “R.C. Priest”, and others no less staggering.

Even before the miner’s wage is reckoned in the
counting house, deductions, verging on the fraudulent have
been made. The miner is paid for the weight of coal he
sends up the shaft, but only the large pieces of coal are
_reckoned. In any pit, any day, a few hundred tons of

he considers them below. size.
_same. Townspeople, particularly Londoners, would be
surprised at the respectable size pieces, ofteq larger than
appears in their scuttles, which have been rejected.

Homes For Heroes

slaves in occupied Europe) are going to live has probably

not troubled the Ministry of Labour or the Ministry of
_ Fuel—yet.
- scripts quite a lot.
’ below standard, many are just slums, True, some thou-
~ sands of good houses have been built for miners during
. the ten years or so preceding the war, but the majority
remain relics of the industrial revolution. ; :
- A bathroom, with running hot water, is a most
~ obvious necessity for a man who returns from work with
fine coal dust embedded in every sweating pore. Yet most
~ miners have their daily bath in a tub or zinc bath before

often a bed room. ;

at between three and four pounds, often less, they are-

tax, but I have seen pay notes with twelve, fourteen, and

in different coalfields, of course, but most have about.

coal are taken by the coal owner without payment because -
But he sells it just the

paying rent, groceries, etc., he had left four shillings -

Where the conscripts (who would be called Hitler’s

But it is going to trouble most of the con- |
Most of the miners’ cottages are well

e kitchen ﬂ‘r:.d The kitchen is also the drawing room,

Coal dust and smoke may filter through every open
window of the cottages. The ever growing waste heap
may reach the cottage door, sulphurous fumes from burn-
ing.slag heaps may poison the atmosphere night and day,
but the mining folk remain the cleanest section of the
population.

You Can't Work On Jam And Bread

Perhaps the miner’s greatest problem is how to get
sufficient good- food to replace the energy he expends at
the coal face. It is not only a question of ration and the
poor supply of non-rationed goods in the coalfield shops.
It is also a problem of how to buy the goods available. =~ -

Miners are heavy eaters, not at the coal seam, but
when they return home for their supper or dinner. Many
persons ~doubted- the accuracy of the dinner table scene
in the film How Green Was My Valley. The mining
family- there portrayed certainly had a good, hefty feed,
but it was not exaggerated. In more prosperous- times
miners fed as well on a week day as many other workers
did on a Sunday. 5 >

How the brilliant minds in the Government aim to
raise coal on potatoes and a few ounces of rations whacks
me, Woolton pie (or is it Llewellin pie?) is all very well
for persons sitting in an office, or addressing an official-
luncheon, especially if thdy can stoke up later at an ex-
pensive restaurant. It needs more than that to replace
the enormous loss of tissue and energy given out at the .
coal face. Miners were not hearty eaters, I use the past
tense; -because ‘of gluttony. Their bodies craved the re-
placement entailed by their heavy work. e

It's Hell Down Below

Machinery has done nothing to lighten the labour
of the pitman. Coal cutting machines and conveyors have -
speeded up the tempo. of work. Besides, they fill the air
with dwst and noise.
rather quiet. Men often sang at work, joining in chorus
after chorus, or th
with the melodies so beloved of mining folk. Now it is
all banging, clattering and nerve shattering screeches.

And to all to his other troubles, the miner is set
upon by Government officials, trade union bureaucrats,
magistrates, journalists and Communist narks, who-all
cry “We demand more coal!” SYNDICALIST.

== MEETINGS-IN:THE - = = =
ANARCHIST FEDERATION HALL
23 WILSON STREET, C.1. (2nd Floor)
Sunday, 7 p.m. N e
DECEMBER 19th  Eddie Fenwick
' The War and the Ruling Class
DECEMBER 26th - ‘Frank Leech
: ~ Practical Syndicalism
JANUARY 2nd ~ Eddie Shaw
New Methods, New Forces, New Alignments
A SOCIAL EVENING ;

amongst comrades and friends will be held

‘the above hallon =~
- Friday 14th D“Q!“wt

Once work at the coal face was

lone “hewer” entertained himself

e
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A NATION'S GRATITUDE ?

Private John Hunter, 39, of the R.A.M.C., who
stated at an Aldershot court martial that he made eleven
Atlanti® crossings while serving in the Canadian Mer-
chant Navy, and was torpedoed once, has been sentenced
to two years’ detention for desertion.

He ‘had been away from the Army since a few
months before the war, and told the court that he wanted
to get the matter cleared up so that he could get married.

Star, 22/11/43.

The country is very grateful to the men of the Mer-
chant Navy—it owes them a debt it can never repay
—the State will do everything for them . . . Believe
it if you like! Here is a concrete instance of a man
who has served through the war in the M.N., and
yet his record does not save-him from a heavy sen-
tence for pre-war desertion from. the Army, which
has not ‘even harmed the war-effort!

CAPITALIST—ON HIMSELF

s’Hit me in the stomach—as hard as you like,” said
a stocky little man with a line-creased face. He “just
wanted to prove that at 65 he was as fit as most men. A
specialist who examined him said his heart “might be a
bullock’s.” “You shoeuld see me stripped,” says Lord Nuf-
field with pride.

Well known is his munificent consideration for em-
ployees, but he never has had and never will have any-
thing to do with housing them, because, he told Donegall,
he is- “horrified” and “dead against” interference with
their private life and leisure. * :

Cried he: “If I though that any of my employees
hated me I should have retired long ago.”

News Review, 2/12/43.

It is a pity Lord Nuffield never thought of talking
in disguise to some Oxford people he might have
learnt a few more things about himself.

LYNCHERS PROSECUTED

For the second time in forty years, the federal civil
rights statute has been invoked against lynchers. The
case involves a former sheriff, three former deputy sher-
iffs -and nine others of Vigo County, Ind., indicted recently
for the lynching of a Negro near Paris, Ill., last October.
Vigo County is just across the Illinois state line.

; The' thirteen are held in $2,000 bail each by a federal
grand jury in East St. Louis, Ill, and face maximum
penalties of two years imprisonment of $5,000 fine or
both. 5 o X

The victim of the lynching was James Edward Per-

son, 33, World War II veteran who had received an

honourable discharge. He was accused by the mob of
frightening women at farmhouses. An F.B.I. investiga-
tion, which led to the indictment, revealed that Person had
been walking across the fields and asking for food at

ious farmhouses.
Lol \ The Call, 1/10/43.

CHILD DEATH RATE

- The Government was asked yesterday what it was'

going to do about the “disgraceful” fact that the child
death-rate_in Glasgow is higher than it is in Tokio.
Mr. Kirkwood (Soc., Dunbarton Burghs), who raised

~ the qne;ﬁon, also asked the Secretary for Scotland what *

immediate “he had for the rehousing and rehabilita-
tion Wﬁaﬂ:‘;‘slnh‘the Glasgow area, e ;
4 / : aily Mirror, 1/12/43.

NEW BLOOD

Mr. Henry Hopkins retired as chairman of the
Ainsty (West Riding) Bench because he said he was too
old. He is 82.

Mr.. W. H. Shaw was unanimously elected in his
place by the magistrates yesterday. He is 8s.

Daily Express, 30/11/43.

We daren’t think how old -the magistrate who will
replace Mr. Shaw when he resigns, will be.

Through

CONSOLATION ?

The Christian Pacifist loathes and hates the stories
of bombing and devastation, by whomsoever it is dong.
But, though he sympathises with the bereaved in their
affliction, he knows or ought to know that it do_esn’t really
matter’ very much whether a person lives in this world or
in the next. The “killed”> are still the object of God’s
unconquerable love and care. :

Rev. W. Mauleverer in “Peace now—at what Price?”

STALINISTS ACTIVE IN MEXICO

From Victor Serge ,

MEXICO—One might have hoped that the formal
dissolution of the Comintern and the arrival in Mexico
of Soviet Ambassador Oumansky would have put an end,
for a short time at least, to Communist aggressions against
anti-totalitarian Socialist refugees. But this hope would
have proven in vain . . .

The publication E! Popular recently printed an article
which set forth in no uncertain terms threatssto murder
me. The President of the “Society of Friends of the
U.S.S.R.,” Jose Mancisidor, attacked us in the periodical

Todo, denouncing once more my friends, Julian Gerkin
and Marceau Pivert, and me, as well as Leon Blum, as -

the heads of Goebbel’s fifth column!

Finally, last Sunday, August 1st, during a private
gathering of Catalan Socialists which took place at - the
Orfeo Catalan—that is the club of the Catalan Republi-

~cans—a band of Spanish Communists interrupted the
meeting and attacked those present.

The publicist, Jordi
Arquer, author of a book on the Catalan problem, who

had just entered, was gravely wounded in the head; Pro- -

fessor Enrique Gironella, editor of Mundo, who had sus-
tained a fractured skull at the time of the Communist
attack on the Erlich and Alter meeting of April 1st,
received wounds in the arms and legs; Dr. Tusso, former
director of the hospital at Barcelona and former Deputy-
Mayor of Barcelona, known for his courageous social
activity, was wounded.

Their dirty work done, the Communists took ﬂighf

before police could be called. These attacks bring to

mind the exploits “of the .Italian fascists against the
Maisons du Peuple at the time of Mussolini’s march to

power, 3
The Call, _37/‘&8143.'-‘_

o
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. as they like and write one a

while he’s down.”
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GOVERNMENT'S WASTE

“If we make the same kind of mess next year. when
we shall be undoubtedly confronted with a sfarving
Europe to whom the supply of herrings may make all the
differe‘ncc between life and death, we shall never be for-
given.”

Mr. Boothby (Cons., Aberdeen) said this #a the
Commons yesterday during a debate in which it was stated
that fifty per cent. of a catch of fish in the Clyde area
was thrown back into the sea.

Daily Mirror, 4/12/43.

MODERN AMAZONS

But the “Waves”—American equivalent of the Wrens
—have the smartest uniform around. It’s downright
glamorous. = Mainboucher, ‘leading Paris designer,- created
the hat with the dashing white top. The uniform- is
marine green with scarlet pipings. And nail-polish. and
lipstick are worn to match the scarlet trimmings.

Evening Standard, 26/11/43.

NAVAL BRIGS

Though naval “brigs” are far harsher than the
Army’s notorious ‘“glasshouses,” no public outcry has
arisen against them. But last April such a violent storm
of protest rattled against the “glasshouse” windows that
Premier Churchill ordered a thorough probing into this
unsavoury situation.

Last week, when the Committee issued its report, it
expressed “astonishment” at this strange fact, gave details
of unsuspected hardships in naval prisons.

They had learned that the naval offender is shut up
in a separate cell and barred from all communication with
the other men. He gets no blankets, except in exception-
ally rigorous weather, lies on bare boards until he has
earned 112 “good conduct” marks. By being a model
prisoner he can do this in 14 .days, and then gets his
blankets.

No letters from home reach him until he has earned
‘his marks, when he is allowed to receive and write one.
“Compassionate grounds” may send the ration up a bit.

Snapped the Committee: “Even in military prisons
an hour’s communication a day is permitted; men are
given bedding from the sta;}lthey receive as many letters

eek.”
ews Review, 2/12/43.

METAPHORS

Controversy still rages about what one newspaper
to-day calls “the Patton slap that echoed round the world.”

General Patton’s wife and daughter -are now recon-
ciled to the possibility that the Senate may refuse to en-
dorse his promotion. i

“He’s made a mistake, and it can’t be undone,” said

Mrs. Patton. “I just hope they won’t kick him to death

Daily Herald, 26/11/43.

How blessed is the use of metaphors! No-one
touched General Patton. He was reprimanded by
words because he did, physically, kick a shell-
shocked soldier when ke was down,

‘ed them to the House of Commons.

- in London, says

WHO CARES ?

Mrs: Gandhi has rallied . from two heart attacks
during the week, says Reuter from Bombay.

At her request the Government of India has agreed
to all her sons and grandchildren seeing her in detention
camp.

Evening Standard, 4/12/43.

If Mosley had died in prison the susceptible con-
science of Mr. Morrison would have greatly hurt him
but Mrs. Gandhi can die and nobody in the Govern-
men will worry over it. What is worse the people
of this country who are so anxious to prove their
anti-fascism by putting Mosley back in jail have not
signed a single petition to get Mrs. Gandhi out!

LABOUR IMPERIALIST

Britain must strengthen her ties with the Empire if
she is to survive as a great nation in the post-war world.
That pronouncement by Mr. Shinwell, Labour M.P. for
Seaham, was cheered yesterday by an astonished House of
Commons. °

He stood forth as an Imperialist—on Labour lines—
with the idea of making the Empire a Political and econo-
mic bloc which could face the Soviet Union and America.’

- How could independence be achieved he asked.
Aware that Tories (who kept cheering him) saw his drift,
he remarked: “I am not speaking as a.first-class Imperial-
1st.

“But in my. view the strength of Great Britain in the
future vis-a-vis Soviet Russia and the United States lies
in an even better economic understanding with the coun-
tries of the British Commonwealth.”

The Daily Mail, 1/12/43.

This “rebel” of the Labour benches once said he was
not in Parliament to whisper sweet nothings in the
ears of those responsible for the parlous condition of -
the people.of this country. But Labour M.P.s-sel-
dom finish up otherwise than in the arms of the
Conservatives. :

AT WILL BE REMEMBERED !

“You saw that outside,” retorted Mr. Morrison. “The
Communist daily paper and the Parliamentary machine
got up these deputations to the House of Commons.”

Mr. GALLACHER: That is not true. oo

Mr. MORRISON: I am surprised at you saying
that, because you are an old hand at propaganda. -

“They marched up here,” he continued, “and they
were on the verge of trouble with the police. Then Mr.
Gallacher said: ‘Let there be no trouble with the police.
Follow me to Caxton Hall” That was very good of him
—quite in the style of a Weimar Republic Social Demo-
crat. (Laughter.) ".It was like the old tag about the
Duke of York. The Daily Worker marched them. up.
He marched them down again. The Daily Worker march-
He marched them to_
Caxton Hall. If ever he is in danger under 18B I
promise that shall be taken into consideration.” (Laughter).

Manchester Guardian, 2/12/43. \

PEOPLE PERISH, "NATION" LIVES !
Hitler has sent a Christmas message to his troops in
Norway, according to reports reaching Norwegian circles
euter. e S

“Germany must exist evenif we must perish,” he

said. “Germany must live on even if fate destroys the

individual.”
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Fr{mi the Ranks

BLOOD AND GUTS

LIEUTENANT-GENERAL G. S. PATTON, command-

ing the U.S. Seventh Army, is, if one believes the publicity
given to him, an outstanding example of a soldier, ‘“a
great fighter”, a man who has “earned the respect and
admiration of his men- under battle conditions”, a man
- who ‘“‘never asks them to do what he cannot do”, and who
“spends more time being a doughboy than a genéral”’, who
“encourages a spirit of camaraderie 'unequalled between
officers and men”; etc., etc. We are also told that he
can outshoot all his sharpshooters (he established a” world
record in target firing) and that he challenged Rommel to
single combat with fists or firearms."

Patton calls himself “Destihy’s child”, the troops
call him “Old Blood and Guts” and some other names.
His Commander-in-Chief and the other Mediterranean
Front officers call him, affectionately, “Georgie”.

General Patton obviously does not thing much of the
official war propaganda slogans. According to him ‘“‘sol-

- diers fight primarily for two reasons: hero worship for a
commanding officer and desire for glory.” This statement
is of course a contradiction of the line of London and
Washington which assumes that the soldiers of democracy
are fighting for freedom against a hero-worshipping and
glory-desiring nation. But Patton cares little about the
white-collar men whose hard job is to hand out the
necessary dope. Take for instance his story explaining
and stressing the need for discipline:

. “Aeons ago, a small band of men, fighters, arose and
beat everyone into submission. Then the timid men who
had been beaten down arose and worried the fighters.
The fighters had to figure out a way to get over this and
they hired soldiers—among them deserters from the oppos-
ing army. The hired soldiers ran away when it-came to

" a battle, so the fighters hit on an idea. THhey hired as

 many mercenaries as they could and then beat their brains

e “out. Then what were: left of the mercenaries obeyed the.

fighters, and all learned the art of discipline.”

Patton strongly believes in beating the brains out of
men in order to knock discipline into them. During an
- “inspection of a hospital he came upon a crying soldier,
~ admitted as a nerve case after a long spell under bombard-
_ment in the front line. ~ He accused the soldier of coward-

ice and said he did not want any cowards in his army,
and ordered the man back to the front. “In the last war

~ we used to shoot people like you.” Shouting so that the

~ whole hospital could hear, he used expressions like “yellow

~ belly”, then struck the man, walked away, returned and

hit the soldier again. What a hero! “Would he be out
of place among the Prussian militarists? 2 P

For three month

ff;gm'the public. Dispatches of American war corres-

pondents were stopped by the censors. Only after Drew
earson had disclosed the facts in an American broadcast ~  Crow.
i oy ~major, had an escape when German planes

and investigating correspondents had, made a report to

er was Patton summoned to

riking an American

him.the; opportuni

€T,
. Eisenhower has

- philosophy of
e e dremses
this incident has been kept a secret

WAR COMMENTARY crss s
GENERAL SUGGESTS SLAVE PARADISE

Major-General Fuller, in an aricle “Machine Whis-
pers” (Evening Stardard, 19/11/43) gives a good account
of the dilemma in which the poor ruling class finds itself
facing the danger of peace. It ought to be of interest to
workers in uniform to find a representative of the military
caste confirming bluntly that the workers are nothing but
economically bound, property-less, wage-slaves and that
their political freedom is just an appearance of indepen-
dence. Fuller points out that since the Industrial Revolu-
tion, the machine has put an ever increasing number of
workers out of work, creating a third class, the unem-
ployed and that the goods produced would not be con-
sumed for lack of purchasing power of the masses and so
war became the result of over-production in an economic
system governed by under-consumption. = He spares us the
stale phraseology of “war for freedom”, etc., and confirms
our conception that war .is caused by competition and
waged for profit-and the temporary overcoming of unem-
ployment and over-production.

Fuller predicts that the crisis after this war will be
more violent than the crisis after the last war. He has
to admit that our ruling-class can think of no other solu-
tions than (1) the dole system, (2) subsidising of non-pro-
duction and destruction of thing produced, and (3) con-
scription.

He makes an advance declaration of bankruptcy on
behalf of capitalist society by stating that “none of the
three palliatives can effect a cure. In turn they lead
to. war in -one form or another. The first to class war,
the second to war against reason, for in a world eager to
consume it is madness to destroy what is wanted or to
subsidise non-production, the- third to foreign war.”

Major-General Fuller, knowing of no other means,

personally suggests: (1) Return to the barbaric form of
war - as practised in ‘the early hunting communities, to

clear the enemy’s industrial hunting grounds of their in-

habitants, to liquidate them. That would provide room
for some 40,000,000 of the victor’s unemployed and solve
the problem for at least a generation.

His second solution is that the victors should ‘agree

to reduce 'the hours of work of their own wage slaves,
control prices and salaries of all consumers, impose this -

~ policy on their ex-enemies with certdin qualifications re-

garding the hours of work required for reconstruction.
Then the workers would be given leisure to enjoy their
earnings. Both victors and vanquished would live joyous

lives and there would be no economic cause left to fight s

about!

_Obyiously the ruling-class must be scared stiff of the
coming world revolution when their writers already fall
into this sort of unbalanced coma and pass from the
primitive murder to delirious utopian day-

“THE CAPTAINS AND THE KINGS

o DEPARPAIS e

own Prince Umberto of Italy, a gene 3

long the road spi -

otie mroni e e
unity of getting o




MID-DECEMBER 1943

Allied Military Government

By Colin Ward .

“The presence of a soldier in a state that is new to

frecdoz’»‘z is a danger, however disinterested he may
appear.”—SIMON- BOLIVAR.

“There is nothing on earth so stupid as a gallant officer.”
—THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON.
—_—

Let us examine the first orgamsanon set up by the
Allies in “Liberated” Europe. It is called AMGOT and
who is at its head? Baron Rennell of Rodd.. And who
is he?  Tord Rennell is a Managing Director of the inter-

" national banking firm of Morgan, Grenfell & Co.,

another of whose directors is

J. Pierpoint.Morgan.

A di{)ector of Courtaulds, the artificial silk com-
ine

A former member of the Stock Exchange.

A former manager of the Bank of International
Settlements.

‘A former friend of Volpl, b1g business backers
of Italian Fascism”.
July; 1943.

“An English banker who has expressed his ad-
miration for Mussolini” . L’Adunata dei
Refrattari, 25th September, 1943 =

Lord Rennell’s Chief Deputy is the American Brlg -Gen.
Frank L. McSherry, professional soldier for 26 years.

Lord Rennell’s assistants are—
Lt.-Col. C. R. S. Harris, directors of six com-
panies.
- former editor of the anu-sOcnahst Nmeteemh Cen-
wury. ! : !
former Tory cand:date ; e e
and % - ”j =
Group-Capt. C.E. Benson, : z :
director of eleven companies mcludmg Lloyds
Bank, Robert Benson’s Bank, Montague
Bur[on, and Marks & Spencer =

The Finance Section of Amgot is ir the hands of Col

A. P. Grafftney Smith of the Cashier’s Department of the

5 Bank of England, dealing with exchange control—and he
- can certainly deal with it:

 “The lira has been fixed at 400 to the £ compared

with 75 to the £ befare the war”. “In Tunis too, the

lira was fixed at an unfavourable rate for the native

- population—at 480 to the £”—-War Commentdry,

August, 1943.
- How like the Nazi method in the temtory they plunderl

. We can only find out who else is concerned with this
~organisation from incidental comment in the press and

~ Isernia on the road to Rome is Keith Erskme, son of S
~ James Erskine, Tory ex-M.P. Sir James says that his

!srvatw; speeches at the age of 13, “hns hxs eyes
/zefter the war”, ‘

sb much for Amgot personnel. z But what is it's"‘ ad
tration hke? ‘Have the Itahan peopl;: bejn h%ped

. New Statesman, 24th'

system”. : =

_smell as: foul, and no-one was re-assured. - The Sov1et

- was no freedom of speech in Sicily, that high Fascxsts
’_.were on the Allied pay list and that Amgot was ¢
undertaking' the necessary measures for the actual d
~ tion of Fascism”, .

. military. government based on principles which have

“thus we learn from the Evening Citizen of 11th Novem-
ber, 1943, that one of the Amgot officers in charge at

n, who stumped his father’s constituency making Con-

11

will of their own accord turn towards Liberal and demo-
cratic ideas”.  Thus, in Churchill’s view a liberal and.
democratic régime is compatible with no- political activity
by its people.  Fascism must indeed be in accordance with
liberalism and democracy.

Perhaps that is the Teason why Amgot hasn’t stamped
out Fascism in its territory. A citizen of Ferla wrote to
Amgot denouncing the mayor who- was co-operating with_
the Allies yet continued to run the town in the same old
“corrupt Fascist tradition”’, and a British soldier, writing_
at first hand in the Observer for 24 Oct., 1943, told how
two officers of OVRA~—the Fascist Gestapo—were arrest-
ed one day only to walk out of prison 24 hours later ‘as
qualified Amgot officials in the very town “which: they had
bossed for the Fascists”.

Then the name Amgot was shortened to AMG. Thls
was for two reasons. Flrstly it -was discovered that
“Amgot” is Turkish for “a heap of Dung” and the-Allied
governments didn’t see that many a true word is spoken
in jest; and secondly in order to fob off enlightened British
and Allied opinion which was apprehensive about the -
reactionary nature of ‘Amgot and of proposals, mentioned
in the New Statesman of 21 ‘August, 1943, that Amgot
and other allied organisations “should in effect take over
the government of these countries for an_ “indefinite period,
controlling for instance, such important instruments of at-
mxmstratlon as the whole broadcastmg and propaganda

But the European dungheap by any other name would =

Magazine. War and the Working Classes said that there

. the Administration itself is of

nothmg in common with the principles of democracy”..ﬂ
Despite all criticism AMG contmued ‘The -
can Christian Science Monitor for 3 September. 43,

quotes the OFFICIAL handout of British - Informanon
Semces. :

: AMG in chﬂy is dom S
vxdmg the Alhes with a testing g;ound or th

= - ‘.settmg up a- régl'

- justice and respects pe;sonalllberty'
~ the very door of Fortress
~ the war aun t
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“Amgot still goes forward to organise the terri-
tory as the Germans are cleared”.

Who is in control of the A.C.C.? The "Daily Ex-
press puts it bluntly: “American General to run Italy”.
The general is Maj. Gen. H. A. Joyce, aged 64, who
joined the Army in 1898. Not a newcomer to ln]pt.rl\]l\l
war he served in the Spanish American War in 1898, in
suppressing the Philippine Insurrection of 1900-01 and in
operations against the Ute Indians in Montana in 1906.
How can this man who has been a soldier since Victoria’s
relgn, envisage any organisation not run on the principle

“obey or be punished”? Remember what Simon Bolivar
and the Duke of Wellington said. They were both
generals—they ought to know! The officers’ mess has
always been the stronghold of extreme re-action and this
man’s background must be similar to that of such admin-
istrators as Marshal Pétain, Admiral Darlan, Colonel

= Beck, Marshal Mannerheim, Admiral Horthy, Marshal

Antonescu, General Franco, General Ramirez and a host
of other disinterested rulers—not to mention that “officer
and gentleman” Marshal Badoglio.

An old Comrade dies
Sam Mainwaring

_ALL OLD COMRADES who knew the Main-

warings will regret the passing away of Sam, who
died this week.after an operation. Sam was the
nephew of the famous Sam Mainwaring, and was
reared by him, in every sense of the word. To be
brought up in such an environment, it would be im-
possible to be anything else than a revolutionist and
an anarchist. The elder Mainwaring was a pioneer
of Anarchism in England and Wales, a friend of
Kropotkin and especially of William Morris. He
started in collaboration with Tarrida del Marmol the
Social General Strike an English paper advocating
industrial direct action. The watch-word was
“Watch your Leaders”, indicating their attitude to-
wards the corrupt trade union bureaucracy of that
day.

The younger Sam emigrated to South Africa
whilst quite young and was active in the newly born
labour movement there.
he soon found it wise to move on, so he emigrated

to South America. But ever active he was compel-

led once more to move on, this time to the United

States, where he worked on the Western Seafront in

the early and active days of the L.W.W. -

‘At that time the Mexicans were in révolt, and 1
the ‘Wobs’ were using San Francisco as a jumping |

off point. The brothers Magon were issuing their
paper Regmeramon from there, and Sam Mam—
m;dst of all thmr!" ivities.

So much so, in fact, that
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FASCISM IN BRITAIN

The Menace at Home

SOME POLITICIANS HAVE regarded with pleasure
the storm of public indignation over the release of Mosley,
for although they approved of that release, they say that
this outcry shows the strength of anti-fascist feeling in
Britain. Quite clearly the urging of the Stalinists alone
has not caused the general demand for the re-interning of
Mosley, but they are exploiting a popular demand. We
are not so sure, however, that many of those now willing
to attack Mosley were amongst those who resisted the
fas_cxst thugs during the years before the war. Nor do we
believe that much of the clamour is really due to the fact
that Mosley was the leader of the British Fascists, for
so many people are urging that Mosley “be brought to
trial”. For what? He cannot be tried for treason, since
he never had the opportunity to commit it—Hitler’s in-
vasion did not take place to take him from internment to
Westminster—in company with not a few other politicians
who have gained high places. Most of those—especially
amongst the Conservatives—clamouring that he should be
tried for treason know very well that such a trial would
acquit him, and thereby rehabilitate him for political life.
Other Conservatives say that the right of individual liberty
is concerned, yet these are the very people who have
always denounced individual rights and liberties; who have
always urged trials of revolutionary workers for sedition,

and who force wholesale the arrest of Indian Democrats.

Quite clearly théir intention is to liberate Mosley because
he is one of their own kind, not out of any belief in the
principle of individual justice. : :
Mosley is certainly guilty of relations with the’ Nazi
leaders before the war, but there is nothing in the Law
which makes this illegal. Nor is the law likely to be so
amended, since it would thereby include the majority of
the Right Wing in this country—from Winston Churchill
downwards. While the Conservative leaders; the Cliveden
set, and the aristocratic circles were amicably mixing with
the Nazi leaders, the German workers were being tortured
and shot. Lord Londonderry, Lord Redesdale, Lord
Rothermere; Mr. Lennox-Boyd; the editor of the Universe;
the Mayfair friends of von Ribbentrop; and a galaxy of
others ‘would, if it were made a crime to have fostered
fascism abroad, be equally guilty with the Mosleys and
Ramsays. Hence it is natural, that under the pretext of
being concerned with individual liberty, they. should be
anxious to facilitate the release of someone who is guilty
of only the same thing that they were, although in a more
active way. ;
There.have been many who have always been anxious
to make Mosley look bigger than he is—the Communist
Party always exaggerated his importance in order to exploit
the feeling against him for their own purposes. _But Sir
Oswald has always been very much the playboy in what-

ever party he has found himself~—Conservative, Labour,

the “New” Party, and the B.U.F. When he rode through
the East End in his armoured car the pseudo-anti-fascists
looked on it as an act of a warrior—in reality it was that
he was far too cowardly to appear without a bodyguard.
We see in his release the act of a man looking out only
for himself. He has engaged expensive solicitors and
‘doctors to léok after his legal and medical interests; he
furnished himself with a high-class flat in Holloway
Prison; and now his chance of release comes, he takes
it with both hands. Not for one moment has he thought
of the mugs he has misled—the dupes of fascism who for
all he cares can languish on in dewntion. We object to

se petty Napoleons not only on principle but also on
‘personal grounds: they have not an atom of solidarity for

the people whom, they have persuaded to follow them. In
victory and in defeat they are forgotten—they *are only
needed to build up careers, and when no longer useful to
that purpose then, in the words of the old French song,
“Farewell, baskets, the grapes are gathered!”

We must not mistake the symptoms shown in the
Mosley crisis. First, we have seen that while “deserters”,
conscientious objectors and workers-convicted under indus-
trial legislation, though all anti-fascists, remain in jail, it
is possible for the leader of British Fascism .to go free.
According to legal technicalities, the fornier are guilty of
an offence whereas the man who schemed to establish a
distatorship is guilty of no offence. That is the Law.
It does not encourage us £0 believe in Law. The struggle
against fascism cannot be waged by means devised by the
capitalist class that produces fascism. @

Second, we have been told that this is an “ideological
war”, a war of democracy against fascism. We are sup-
posed to be helping anti-fascist masses abroad, and de-
fending democracy at home. Yet we bomb the anti-fascist
masses abroad and negotiate with fascist leaders such as
Badoglio, Darlan, Salazar. If this were an anti-fascist
war, Mosley would be in the category of an enemy, and

-an ‘“‘enemy alien” who had fought Hitler at home -would

be a friend. Such is very far from the case.
Third, we have seen how the Conservative Party and
its cohorts have rallied to the defence of Sir Oswald Mos-

“ley. We have seen the Communist Party quite prepared

to publicise fascism to its utmost limit, to present the
weakling millionaire fuehrer as a formidable power, just
in order to gain support itself as a vigilant opposing body.
We have seen the Labour Party split up into highly vary-
ing bodies, quartreling about the entire issue, just like the
Social Democrats in the German Weimar Republic. And

we have seen that the much-boosted “hero” of the near-

fascist press has very shrewdly taken good care to look
after himself alone, and not to waste his time worrying
about the mugs who followed him. : :

It is very necessary for the workers to be on the
alert for signs of a renovated fascist movement in Britain,
for these signs show it possible. But do not let us fall
into the old, old delusion that the menace of fascism lies
in the name. The name fascism will probably never be
used again in this country, for it is too discredited ever to
gain adherence. But the fascist-minded still exist. They
have not genuinely changed their minds since September
1939: they merely recognise that Hitler is a competitor

of the British Empire, and only a tiny minority still hold

on to hopes of “appéasement” with him. The dangerous
fascists are ‘in high circles. They urge the policy of
Mosley with an up-to-date veneer. (Indeed, Mosley him-

self adopted a pro-war attitude while demanding a nego-
tiated peace with Hitler). They urge collaboration with

fascist leaders.in Europe out of military necessity. Strange
that military necessity always makes them .choose the same

allies that inclination would also have had them choose!

And they urge a future of professional militarism abroad,
involving conscription at home—with no controls for the

capitalist class. - Against the fascist aims of the Conserva-

tives, the Labour Party and the like demand—more fas-

cism! State control of life—the line of the Nazi Party.
o It may be that the Mosley gang are going to be re-
vived after the war. . More likely the capitalist class will

choose some other way towards totalitarianism, with

“glamour value” than the now despised Mosley can give.
Against all kinds of fascists we must be prepared.
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THE WORKERS ALL over the world are to-day
plunged in the second imperialist blood-bath of the
century. Of the many political tendencies which
opposed the war at the start; the Anarchist Federation

to-day stands almost alone in its apposition to the

war, and to the real—as distinct from the pretended—
reasons for which it is being fought.

It has remained consistent with its principles; ad-
hering unswervingly to the path of working class
struggle, it has supported none of the belligerent im-
perialisms. German and Italian Fascism have had
their apologists; British and French Imperialism have
had their apologists;- Russian Totalitarianism has its
apologists. -~ All these are manifestations of class rule.
Their policies are the policies of their ruling class,
fighting as always for the maintenance of their privi-
lege and power over the workers. The Anarchists have
refused to take the side of any of them.

WAR is always the outcome of the cut-throat
competition for ‘the world markets. Wars have always
been fought between rival ruling groups for power over

Ny
{4

%ﬁ: § markets, over raw materials, or for the power to ex-
é ] ploit human*labour. These and these alone are the
g issues at stake.  These are the issues which concern
E the ruling groups—governments and owners of capital.

to-day are imperialist wars. They are-always fought
to extend or consolidate the power positions occupied
‘by the ruling classes both in their perennial competition
with each other and in their continual struggle for
domination over the workers whom‘ they exploit.

Anarchism opposes war as the outcome of tl_xesg
_clashing interests between rival.— imperialisms. ~ Since
Empires exist only to serve the interests of the ruling
~ classes, wars undertaken for their extension or defence
have nothing in common with the interests of the

- workers. t tio;
of the ruling class weaken them in the class struggle,

T

offered to them to prosecute

3 _v'.igorously_' than ever.
|  Nationalist sentim

~ § is the most eff 1 emplo

~ groups to deceive the workers and ¢
lass struggle der slogans of

hile class di thy

éﬁt, patriotism, a;bméd‘by war

conceal t-h? nder-
“National U
S g

~ lying ¢ un.
But w

—MANIFESTO—

Anarchist Federation on War

The workers have no stake in such matters. All wars

The rivalries' between the national sections.

- and the workers should utilize the opportunity thereby
' : e ~classssiTuge evmone,

. the workers’ fight. Social revolution alone can free
ctive means employed by the ruling d
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have shown themselves more loyal to the ruling class
of bureaucrats in- Russia and their nationalistic -aims,
than to the interests of the workers of the world.
Under the slogan of “Democracy versus Fascism”, they
drive “the workers on- to spill their blood for the -
nationalistic aims of their -exploiters:

We expose and reject with contempt this facile
and treacherous slogan. - Laissez-faire capitalism—in
which private individuals own and control the land,
factories and mines; and use the state power to protect
their_privilege—develops under the pressure of its own
-coniradictions into Fascism—in which the One-Party
state owns and controls the land, factories and mines
and uses the state power to maintain its authority.
Both exploit the workers to the limit of their capacity.
FASCISM IS THE NATURAL CHILD OF =
BOURGEOIS “DEMOCRACY”. ;

Under “Democracy”, the ruling class has every-
where “shown itself ready to compromise with Fascism
rather than make concessions which would weaken its
-own' class positions in favour of the workers. - There
?is no question of principle, involved for them—unlike
the workers, who have shown themselves willing to
sacrifice their lives for justice and freedom. In Spain,
the bourgeois-democratic bloc, aided by ‘the Stalinints,
strangled the social revolution of the workers_ and
_ - peasants, under cover of- their hollow slogan “Demo-
_cracy versus Fascism—the war first and the revolution .

afterwards”. They thereby drained the life-blood from
the only effective resistance Fascism has ever encoun-
-~ tered (the German-Soviet war included). Capitalism,
~or any other form of authoritarian; i.e., class,—rule,
- cannot fight effectively against the further development
of centralized class rule that Fascism represents.
-~ Thus the fight against Fascism is indissolubly -
- linked with the struggle against capitalism in all its f§
forms. Unless the workers realize this now they will
- find that while they fight and sacrifice to destroy
fascism; their rulers and their class allies in Russi
- will be principally engaged in consolidating their own
~ class positions in the rear, and incidentally sabotaging

‘the workers’ hands—by overthrowing bourgeois
cratic” - capitalism—to crush fasci
O BV eTic o T e (e
e fight '
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CAPITALIST-MINDED WORKERS

DEAR FRIENDS,

You asked that the likes of me
should write to you: My praise is in
the shape of the enclosed 5/- P.O.,
my criticism as under.

The best of systems induce men to
give of their best, whilst poor systems
discourage them from doing so. - But
even the best systems are perverted if
operated = by - irresponsible  people,
whereas even bad systems are improved
by being operated by “socially respon-
sible beings. = Believing this it seems
evident that the revolution we are after
will have to start with the people and
through them to the state. The pro-
paganda issued by you should there-
fore stress the revolution which must
take place in the individual. The con-
tinual libelling of the capitalist class
and the depicting them as those  of
great wealth who - oppress the workers
is only part of the truth.. The huge
majority of the workers are of ‘the
capitalist class (though not successful
members) in so far as they believe it is

proper to make a profit wherever it can

be made. War Commentary should con-
tain articles of a personal nature, ad-
monishing people from acting in a
manner which is likely to cause harm
to others.

Bellshill, Lanarks. ° P.S.

THE 'POWER' PROBLEM

DEAR COMRADES, - °
. ... I think the standard of War Com-
mentary is high, and that it is remark-

iodicals produced by small groups . .
I feel myself that the vital issue on

the problem of power, not merely- the
issue of whether ‘power’ should be in
the hands of capitalists or workers, but
whether or no the exercise of power
over other human beings necessarily
~ corrupts those who wield -it. Can
human society express such phenomena
- as benevolent autocrats? - If not, does
~ the solution lie in splitting up highly
“centralized administrations into local
.icdetmons such as - pacifists suggest,
a with agricultural communities?
mms that the problem of economic
underlies that of pohucal power,

Bar i

able value compared with other per-

which many people are not clear is

“tudes, and have no capacity for respon-

] ,Cbolunham_. Glos.

that equally before changes in
_structure  can place,
s e

R < g e AR

A large majority of the readers
who answered our recent appeal
for criticism of and suggestions as
to how ‘to improve "War Com-
mentary'',- were in favour of a
LETTERS TO THE EDITORS page.
Here it is, and we hope our read-
ers will-make a success of it: We
need hardly say that the Editorial
Board do not necessarily endorse
the views expressed in the letters.
As our space is limited, we ask
readers to keep their letters short
and to the point.
For the benefit of those readers

who have not yet answered our
- questionnaire we will repeat it.
We asked readers to write to tell
us what they think of "War Com-
mentary; to let us have any sug-
gestions or constructive ' criticism
to improve the, paper; to tell us
which features in ""War Commen-
tary' are their favourites (e.g.,
Editorials, Cartoons, Through the
Press, Red and Black Noteboolr :
Anarchist Commentary).

undermmed and- destroyed In such
times of flux the tendency is for some

group -of power seeklng individuals to. make even the most ardent admll'er Of

cash in on the chaos to set up a fresh
authoritarian rule, backed by at any:
rate a vocal minority of the industrial
population.
duction is the key to the control of the
whole country by the show of threat

of force, and those parties who are pre-

dominantly agricultural or middle class

- are dragged in the wake of the domi-

nating party represenung ~ industrial
power,

I fail to see how Anarcho-Syndlcal
ism can succeed even theoretically in
running ‘huge mass productior factories

on other than authomanan lines, with

present human material. Too many
of the workers in industry are per-
meated with feudal and  servile atti-

sibilty. They do not want to ) lose their
chains—theif world is ;;omp rised in=a
narrow limited——essentially ultre
servative—outlook. If all that c
hoped for is a change of
what hopes of freedoxn other tl
a privneged minorlty e

Yours sincerely,

_publication ‘of anti-fascist articles from -

_are causing

Control of industrial pro- -

ITALIAN P.O.W. READ SILONE

DEAR COMRADES,

You may be interested to hear
that the Corriere del Sabato—a weekly
6-page papet with a ‘private’ circula-
tion among Italian prisoners of war—
has recently -taken a serious turn and
(in the words of a correspondent) stop
ped being.a “paper for boys”. ~ Symp-
tomatic of this has been their recent

diverse points of view, including ex-
tracts from Ignazio Silone’s letter: to -
the New Republic (reproduced in War
Commentary, March 1943) was pub-

lished this week. These articles are
provoking some thoughtful correspon-
dence to which a full page is- devoted,
and the trend of which it may prove
interesting to follow. Fraternally,
Presteigre, Rads. ; R

RUSSIAN MILLIONAIRES

~The statements in War Commentary
some excitement here.
Everyone was confident that the Soviet
Union was a land of milk and honey,
and although not exactly. Utopia, as
near to it as their capnahst enennes
would allow them to go. :

The comment on Reg. . Blshops
pamphlet on Russian millionaires, does

Russia sit up and take notice. S
Gateshead. ; GWT
OPINIONS S
I would like to again express mg
appreciation of the fine standard main-
tained by War Commentary. -
‘articles on Syndrcalxsm by Tom Bro
are very interesting and I would lik
see more on that aspect of Anarc
~theory. I also find “Red and Bl c&
Notebook” and “Pages of Revolu
ary History” very good i
Mansfield, Notts. . >
It does seem to me that‘ 1 :
are couched in very violent languaze-
and while warmly appro
vour of your contr
gained by such writing, Th ;
seems to me, should be
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Day of Prayer

WAR COMMENTARY

O LORD SAVE US

Ty

FROM THE DANGER...

OF PEACE

OF WAR

(continued from p. 12) s :
continually asking “What can we do to help?” For
years Sam was one of our best literature sellers; he
was at every public and lodge meeting. Always
ready and willing to take the part of the bottom-dog,
: he was continually at war with the petty tyrants of
- - the trade unions and the Labour Exchange. His
4 bad health and his age decreased his activities in
later years, but nothing pleased him more than to
hear of increased propaganda, and to know of the
young people who were taking up the studysof anar-
chism. He looked forward to the not far. distant
day, when the corrupt decadent trade unions, with
their flag-waying, imperialist leaders would be swept
into oblivion, making way for a militant class-con-
ion, aimed, not at amending, but at

< -

- scious organizatio
_ending the wages system.

Je bid you good bye, not with tears in our eyes,

that is fallen from your h

Dawn. You were of those that built the bridge by

which the proletarian army will march to the eman-

cipation of humanity. : :
g MAT KAVANAGH.

with a strong resolve in our hearts to lift ‘the |
and, and to carry it
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