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CHOOSE YBIIR POISON!
THE RESULT of the  E E C  R efe ren d u m  
is known b e fo re  one s e ts  down th e se  
words in ink* T h e  r e s u l t  i s  in c re a s e d  
exploitation, in c re a s in g  in s e c u r i ty ,  
p ro g ressiv e  lo s s  o f l ib e r ty  fo r  a l l  s e c t ­
ions of the popu la tion  -  no t on ly  the  w o r­
king c la s s . T he p ro b le m  i s  no t only 
economic but s o c io lo g ic a l and  p o li t ic a l ,  
with tech n o lo g ica l g row th  dem anding  
(and getting) new  in s ti tu tio n s  and  a d ap t­
ations to  c a te r  fo r  i t s  d e p re d a tio n s  and 
am bitions.

The p o l ls te r s  an d  p se p h o lo g is ts  have 
been a t w ork  a s s e s s in g  th e  r e s u l t  and 
at the tim e  of w ritin g  th ey  p ro p h e sy  
51% fo r s tay in g  in ,  30% fo r  g e ttin g  out 
and the  r e s t  a s  'd o n ’t  know s1. It is  
typ ica l of the  f a i lu re  of s c ie n tif ic  te c h ­
nology (of w hich p o ll p re d ic t io n s  a r e  a 
branch) th a t su ch  fo re c a s ts  a r e  often 
in c o rre c t. W ith the  p e rv e r s e n e s s  th a t 
is  the p ro b le m  and p r id e  of h u m an ity , 
people (a) t e l l  l ie s  to  p o l ls te r s  (b) say  
what th ey  th in k  th ey  shou ld  sa y  (c) r e ­
fra in  fro m  p a r ta k in g  in  a  fo regone  (as 
fo re ca s t)  co n c lu sio n , o r  (d) p a r ta k e  of 
the 'b an d -w ag o n1 e ffe c t by vo ting  fo r 
the 'w inn ing ' p a r ty . In d eed , the  p eo ­
ple of N orw ay  w e re ,  like  th e  B r i t is h ,  
to ld  to  vote fo r  e n t ry  by both the  G ov- 

•e m in e n t and the  O pposition . The r e ­
su lt w as — a  vb te  a g a in s t  e n try . W hat 
a re  we to  m ak e  6f^a G o v ern m en t w hich 
i s s u e s ,  a t  e n o rm o u s  ..cost, th re e  p am ­
p h le ts  : one th e  a rg u m e n t fo r  a  'Y e s ' 
to  th e  E E C ; one a  ’No" ; and a  th ird  
giving th e  G o v ern m en t v iew poin t which 
i s ,  n a tu ra l ly ,  'V o te  Y e s ' ? We sh a ll 
s e e .

One can n o t s a y  i t  h a s  been  an en th ra l- 
lin g  cam p a ig n . In d e e d , i t  s e e m s  to  
have  b een  b o rin g  beyond m e a s u re . It
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%
would not be s u rp r is in g  if the a b s te n ­
tio n s  (fro m  s h e e r  ind ifference) reach ed  
g re a t  p ro p o rtio n s . G re a t enough to 
m ake the r e s u l t  in s ig n ifican t. In any 
c a s e ,  s in ce  when w as 51% su ffic ien t of 
a m a jo r ity  to  m ake any p ro p o sitio n  e f­
fe c tiv e ly  and c o -o p e ra tiv e ly  w orkab le?  
P re s u m a b ly  in  a " d e m o c ra tic  decision  
d e m o c ra tic a lly  a r r iv e d  a t"  the  lo s e r s  
like a l l  good d e m o cra ts  w ill obey 
c h e e rfu lly  the w ill of the m a jo rity .

T he question  of w orking  w ithin the 
C om m on M arket is  an econom ic d ec i­
sion  a lre a d y  m ad e , which is  seek ing  
to  m ake i ts e lf  p o litic a lly  le g itim a te . 
T he d iscu ss io n  on the M arket has 
been  b o rin g  b e c a u se , in  fa c t, the  a rg u ­
m en ts  p roduced  fo r going in  and com ­
ing  o u t, a rg u m en ts  m ain ly  c en te rin g  
on food and jo b s , could s ta tis t ic a lly  
both be c o r re c t  s in ce  they  a r e  based  
upon g u e ss tim a te s  and fo re c a s ts  
which re q u ire  e n try  o r  w ithd raw al to  
p rove  th e ir  v a lid ity . B ecause th ese  
a rg u m e n ts , to  u se  a m odern  s w e a r­

w ord , a re  so  'm a te r ia l is t ic ' they  
a r e  unablo to  f ire  anybody 's im ag in a ­
tion . *

A la s , the only is s u e s  like ly  to  sp a rk  
off any re sp o n se  a r$  the n a tio n a l is t ic ,  
chauv in istic  rubb ish  about im ag in ary  
'so v e re ig n ty '. T h is  p a tr io tic  p iffle  is  
used  by both le ft-w ing  T rlbun ito  s o c ia l­
is ts  and the rig h t-w in g  P o w c llite s  and 
N ational F ro n te re  who say  "N o1 to  the 
M arket. T he s ta lk in g -h o rse  of hum ani­
ta r ia n  in te rn a tio n a lism  is  u sed  by p ro ­
m a rk e te e rs . T he d is tingu ished  'p r o 1 
con tribu tions of John W ain and Yehudi 
M enuhin in  the Sundays a re  the  kind of 
id ea lism  which i s  being  exp lo ited  by 
those  in  whose in te r e s t  the  EE C  is  being  
th ru s t fo rw ard .

In th is  w e lte r  o r  w ords we have been 
in  danger of getting  lo s t in  a d a rk  wood 
of 's o v e re ig n ty ',  's u b s id ie s ',  'co m m u ­
n i ty ',  'm a rk e t1, 's ta n d a rd s  of l iv in g ', 
'g ro w th ', 'w o rld  t r a d e 1, 'a g r ic u l tu ra l  
p o lic y ', 'n a tio n a l id e n tity ', 'w ay  of l i f e ',  
'd e c is io n -m a k in g ', m any of the w ords 
h ighly  em otive and deprived  (by both 
s id es) of w hatever m eaning they  s t i l l  had,

Now the decision  h as  been m ade (o r  
h as  i t ? )  one can coolly  look back on h is ­
to ry ,  and s in ce  the n a tio n a l un ified  s ta te  

. is  a  co m p ara tiv e ly  re c e n t in troduction  
com pare  the thoughts of co n tem p o ra ry  

. a n a rc h is ts  on the fo rc ib le  o r  vo lun tary  
! un ifica tion  of co u n trie s  like A m erica , 

I ta ly , G erm any  and R u ss ia . Rudolf 
. R o ck er in h is  N ationalism  and C u ltu re

Continued on Page 2 *

COMPULSORY MOTHERHOOD
CONSIDER A c e r ta in  ind iv idual d is s a t is -  

. fied with h is  p ro s p e c ts , who decides to 
m ake a nam e fo r h im se lf  a s  a M em ber . 
of P a r lia m e n t. ,He gets to W e s tm in s te r , 
but only ju s t. The s e a t is  p re c a r io u s , 
and from  the uncom fortab le  in se c u rity  
and o b scu rity  of the backbenches th is  
H onourable G entlem an begins to  b rood 
upon the need  fo r a  public  re la tio n s  ex ­
e r c is e  p r io r  to  the next e lec tio n s . You 
n e v e r know. T h ey  can be ca lled  a t any 
tim e  th e se  days.

O ur MP see k s  the advice of a colleague. 
W h at's  the  position  on P r iv a te  M em bers 
B ills  ? L et m e th in k  . .  say s  h is  frien d . 
L eg is la tio n ' 8 pending on Dogs who p e r ­
s is t  in  being d ir ty , but nothing yet on 
B ird  D roppings o r  Cow P a ts  on public 
footpaths -  though th ey 'v e  got round to 
banning B ulls fro m  fie ld s . You m ight 
be able to  do som eth ing  about P o rc u ­
p in es  now one o r  two have been  spo tted  
on S a lisbu ry  P l a in . . .

T s h t ,  th is  is  a s e r io u s  m a t te r ,  say s  
o u r H onourable M em ber. I t 's  G lasgow  
I have to  w o rry  about. T h e re 's  not 
m uch an im a l life  around  th e re  a s  fa r  a s  
I know. But th e re  a r e  a  lo t of R om an 
C ath o lics . In fac t they  gave m e quite 
a  shock  la s t  po lling  day. A p a p e r  
show ed a  p ic tu re  of m y  T o ry  opponent 
w ith a  group of nuns ca llin g  L a b o u r 's  
p o sitio n  on A bortion  im m o ra l. How 
would you like  th a t if  you w e re  fighting 
a  m a rg in a l s e a t  w ith a s tro n g  C atho lic  
vo te and i t  happened to  you ?

But th e re  you a r e ,  says h is  frien d . 
T h e re  you have the an sw er. Ban a b o r-  j 
tion.

W ell, I don 't know , s ighs our M P. 
C atho lics a r e  on the lo sing  s id e  a l l  the  
tim e now adays. I see  in  F ra n c e  th a t 
the delectab le  Simone V eil h a s  a c tu a lly  
been  lib e ra lis in g  abo rtion . In fa c t, 
you can get it  on dem and up to  ten  
w eeks. The I ta lia n s , now they  have 
d iv o rc e , a r e  c lam o u rin g  fo r  abo rtio n  
to o , and a R om e c o u r t 's  ju s t  ru led  
th a t il le g a l abo rtio n  is  u n c o n s titu io n a l! 
Dozens of o th e r E u ro p ean  c o u n trie s  
and the  USA have ab o rtio n  on dem and. 
A part from  tha t i t 's  In te rn a tio n a l 
W om an's Y ear. And now , ju s t to  
keep m en in the p ic tu re , I h e a r  there?s 
som e ta lk  of l ib e ra lis in g  R ape. I t 's  
a  b it f ru s tra tin g  being  an  M P fo r 
orthodox C a th o lics  now adays.

C om e, com ei say s  h is  com panion. 
A b o rtio n 's  ju s t  the  th ing . A ll you 
need is  a l i t t le  sub tle ty . G en up  on 
the In fr in g e rs  of the  1967 law . T h e re  
a r e  alw ays som e In fr in g e rs  and 
E x p lo ite rs  about. T hen m ake a n A m -. 
endm ent ♦ Y o u 'll find c o -sp o n so rs  
and su p p o rte rs  r ig h t aw ay. P len ty  of 
rig h teo u s and e loquent T o r ie s ,  a s  you 
know , and som e on o u r own side  too.
A s fo r the  worm n , a p a r t  f ro m  E laine  
and J i l l ,  th e y  m igh t get a b it h y e te r i-  
c a l ,  but th e y 'r e  a tiny  m in o r i ty  an d ^ ___

- . _
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COMPULSORY MOTHERHOOD from  PI conditions is  low or than tha t fo r giving 
b irth . Yot a p redom inantly  m ale 
P a rliam en t could p ass  a law which will 
actually  Jeopard ise  the liv es  and health 
of women0.

w ill be eas ily  outmanned on the Select 
C om m ittee.

A ch, I don’t know, says our perp lexed  
Honourable G entlem an, dubiously 
scra tch ing  his head. C an’t  say  as I ’ve 
e v e r thought much about Abortion in the 
p a s t, to be quite honest.

Since when did that ev e r m a tte r?  e x ­
c la im s h is  friend . You can leave the 
publicity  to the Society fo r the P ro te c ti­
on of Unborn C hildren. T hey’re  v e ry  
com petent. A ll you have to do as a 
p ro g ress iv e  Labourite is  to  s t r e s s  the 
them e of Exploitation in the P riv a te  
Sector. You can 't go w rong. Look a t 
a ll  those poor innocent la s se s  from  ab ­
ro ad , and a ll those twelve y e a r old kids.

T h a t '8 how one m orning in In te rn a tio ­
na l Woman’s Y e a r, a f te r  the second 
read ing  of the Abortion (Amendment) 
B ill, a young woman can s i t  up in bed 
and rub h e r  eyes and blink with su rp r is e  
and a creep ing  sense  of d isquiet. She 
r e a l is e s ,  like som e of the "p ro g re ss iv e 1' 
p re s s  p e rh ap s , that she has been lulled 
into a false sense  of sec u rity  by a ll the 
d iscussion  about ending abuses in the 
p riva te  sec to r. But suddenly, som e­
how things have got tu rned  round the 
wrong way. A bortion 's not a ll righ t 
any m ore . But Rape is .  W ell, well.

U nfortunately, though, it  is n 't .  O ur 
-  by now haughtily indignant -  MP may 
d ism iss  ta lk  of a re tu rn  to the back 
s tre e ts  as " sh e e r  fantasy" but he 
doesn 't explain why. He may advise us 
to  "aw ait the considered  re p o rt, and

CHOOSE YOUR POISON, from  Page 1
c r it ic is e s  from  an an a rch is t viewpoint 
the unification of s ta te s  which w ere the 
log ical fo re ru n n er to  the p re se n t step  of 
the unification of E urope. He w rites: 
"The delight of the m odern bourgeoise 
in the unified sta te  is  so  g rea t m ere ly  
because it  opens an outlook for th e ir  
po licy  of exploitation such as a fed era ­
tion of sm a ll com m unities could never 
a ffo rd . F o r  the m a te r ia l in te re s ts  of 
sm a ll m in o ritie s  in a coun try , the uni­
fied national sta te  h as  always been a 
b less in g . F o r the freedom  of the people 
and the shaping of h igher form s of cu l­
tu re  it  has alw ays been a m isfortune.*/

L a te r  R ocker w rite s  of the in te rn a tio ­
n a lism  of cap ita lism . "C ap ita lism  to ­
day b reak s  through a ll  f ro n tie rs  of the 
so -c a lle d  'n a tio n a l econom ic fie ld s ' and 
w orks e v e r  m ore  unequivocally fo r a 
condition of organized w orld econom y .. .  
ou r p re se n t econom ic system  has not a 
sing le  national vein in its  body, ju s t as 1 
litt le  a s  the econom ic sy s tem s of the 
p a s t, as econom ics in genera l. "

The unification of s ta te s  was a prelude 
to  th e ir  w ar-m aking  c a re e r s .  The un i­
fication of Europe under the EEC could 
be a  p relude to the in tensification  of a 
tra d e  w ar, a shooting w ar o r the w ar 
ag a in st the individual by the su p e r-s ta te .

W hatever the re su lts  of the re ferendum , 
to  the individual they m ere ly  offered a 
choice of po isons. T h ere  a re  antido tes.

Jack  Robinson.

hopefully, the red ra fted  and so p h istica ­
ted (so p h is tica l? ) B ill" before deciding 
on so ra sh  an action as a p ro te s t cam ­
paign. Yet the consequences a re  be­
com ing increasing ly  c le a r . Quite 
sim ply  that a woman would find it ex ­
trem e ly  difficult to get a lega l abortion  
in th is  country  because

a) of reducing the grounds fo r abortion 
to  ambiguous p h rases  like "g rave"  
and " s e r io u s " , which leave doctors 
little  choice, under th re a t of a five 
y e a r  ja i l  sentence o r  unlim ited fine, 
but to play safe and re fuse  abortion 
to  any but the m ost obviously risk y  
c a s e s ,

b) of req u irin g  e x tra  qualifications for 
doctors involved, i .e .  th a t the two 
doctors approving an abortion  should 
not be in p rac tice  together and that 
one of them  should have been quali­
fied fo r five y e a rs ,

c) of lim iting  advice and inform ation  to 
re g is te re d  doctors and governm ent 
approved bodies, thus ru ling  out 
genuine a s  w ell a s  ungenuine help ,

d) of preventing any fo re igner who has 
not conceived in th is country  from  
trea tm en t h e re .

To quote T im e O ut, the new B ill 
would "bring a re tu rn  to a pre-1967 
situation when rich  women could afford 
to  buy abortions disguised as o ther op­
e ra tio n s . The le ss  w ealthy had to re ly  
on dubious and dangerous b ack stree t 
o p era to rs  and the poor on often fa ta l 
d o -it-y o u rse lf  m ethods. The new B ill 
could reduce safe legal abortion by two 
th ird s , but no law w ill ev e r stop the 
p rac tice . . .  .In  B ritain  the death ra te  
from  legal abortion in sa fe , s te r ile

PRISON 
KILLS!
RAP (Radical A lternatives to P rison ) 
publishes a monthly new sle tte r. The 
May issue  recap itu la tes  the tra g ic  life 
and death of a 25 -year old m an, se v e re ­
ly handicapped by b ra in  damage which 
had resu lted  from  an accident five y ea rs  
ago. "E a rly  in 1974 he was gaoled for 
se v e ra l months on each count fo r a 
num ber of petty  thefts. On appeal th is 
sentence was suspended. At Woodford 
Crown C ourt on July 8 he was given six  
months on a charge of fo rgery . T h is , 
plus the suspended sen tence , gave a 
to ta l of four y e a rs . Stephen found th is 
h a rd  to u n d e rs ta n d .. .  Most p riso n e rs  
and officers recognised  him  as  h a rm ­
le ss  and childlike and tre a te d  him in a 
good hum oured m anner. However, a f­
te r  a d isastro u s confrontation with a 
p a r tic u la r  p rison  o ffice r, he was beaten 
up and segregated . Six. hours la te r  he 
w as found hanged by a shee t. " The 
conduct and outcome of the inquest 
caused 175 p riso n e rs  to take the cou ra­
geous step  of signing a petition  dem and­
ing an inqu iry , to which the Home Of­
fice has so  fa r  failed to respond except 
by the sudden tra n s fe r  of the in i t ia to r  
to  W andsworth and w ithdraw al of his

A part from  th is ,  acco rd in g , for in s t­
ance , to a gynaeco log ists’ re p o rt (The 
T im es , 20th May), m ore  than 82% of 
abortions in England and W ales on B rit­
ish  women a re  in NH3 hosp ita ls  o r  In 
ch aritab le  unprofitm aktng  nu rsing  homea 
The b est way of e lim inating  ab u ses , it 
sa id , was s im p ly , and evidently  to im ­
prove fac ilitie s  within the NHS

But tha t s t i l l  leaves a p rob lem . Our 
M Prs m arg in a l s e a t and a ll  h is  nuns, 
th re a te n in g  to  vote T o ry . W hat should 
one suggest?  And then how about those 
d istraugh t souls  in SPUC, su ffering  as 
they  obviously do from  som e acute form 
of e x is ten tia l angu ish? The passionate 
and obscene path of dogma has led them 
to forget the p a r tic u la r  fo r the A bsolute, 
ignoring the too c le a r ly  liv ing fo r the 
sake of the T rue  Value and Sanctity  of 
the unknown, unconsc ious, ju s t F e r t i l ­
ised  Egg. What is_ a ll  th is  c ra p  about 
T ru e  Value and about Sanctity? Should 
we not ra th e r  concen tra te  ou r re sp e c t 
upon the a lread y  conscious p erso n a lity ?  
A re th e re  not m om ents when a choice 
between life and Life has to  be made ? 
C lea rly  y e s , and it  is  in to le rab le  that 
such a choice should not be left to  the 
individual to decide.

Ju lia .

** A NATIONAL A bortion Cam paign 
Demo w ill be held on Saturday 21 Ju n e . 
A ssem ble a t C haring C ro ss  Em bank­
m ent 2. 30 p. m. to  leave a t 3 .30  p. m . 
for ra lly  at S peakers ' C o rn e r.

p riv ileg es.

The issue  a lso  contains a le t te r  from  
a  p riso n e r in F inland, sen t in A narch­
i s t  Solidarity  to te l l  them  of p riso n  
conditions in Finland. He is  se rv in g  a 
te n -y e a r  sentence (for what he does not 
say) of which he has se rv ed  five y e a rs  
in th ree  p riso n s  and is  now in  a w ork 
cam p for the rem ain d er. He sa y s ,
"In F in land , p r iso n e rs  have holiday 
rig h ts  when h a lf the sen tence  Is se rv e d , 
but I don't have the rig h t to go on ho li­
day a s  the au th o ritie s  re g a rd  m e a s  a 
p o litica l p r iso n e r  and dangerous to  the 
s ta te " . The com rade s ta te s  th a t th e re  
a re  about four m illion  people and five 
thousand p riso n e rs  in  F in lan d , and the 
way he w orks i t  out is  th a t "We five 
thousand p riso n e rs  a re  the foundation 
of the system  and we a lso  keep 200,000 
officials em p lo y ed .. .  and including fam ­
ilie s  about 420 ,000-430 ,000  people. n

R eaders who think i t  a good idea  to 
get som e ra d ic a l a lte rn a tiv e s  to  p riso n  
in jected  into the p re se n t sy s tem  can get 
in to  touch with RAP a t E astbourne  
H ouse, B u llards P la c e , London, E . 2 
(phone 01-981 0041).

At the G en era l M eeting on T uesday , 
June 24, M ichael Z ander w ill speak on 
"D iversion  -  an a lte rn a tiv e  to the c r im ­
in a l p ro c e s s " , a t 7 p . m . in room  15, 
f i r s t  f lo o r. F rien d s M eeting H ouse,
173 Euston R oad, London NW1,

MC
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GAS-CLOUDS OF CONFUSION
• •

. THE BRITISH P R E S b h a s  b een  m ak ing  
a m eal of the  ru n -u p  to  the  B a a d e r /  
M ein h o f/K n sslin /R asp e  t r i a l .  In  the  
wake of the L o re n z  k id n ap p in g  and  th e  
blowing up of the  W est G e rm a n  e m b a ssy  
in Stockholm , th e y  have  b een  h ap p y  to  
print any s e n s a t io n a l  i te m s  w hich th ey  
can link w ith th e  R ed  A rm y  F ra c t io n , 
without su b m ittin g  th e m  to  c r i t i c a l  s c r u ­
tiny. T ake a s  a n  e x a m p le  th e  ’’m u s ta rd  
gas a ttack ” s to ry .  On M ay i3 th  th e  
G uardian’s Bonn c o r re s p o n d e n t  r e p o r t ­
ed:
’’F ifty -th ree  s te e l  b o tt le s  e a c h  c o n ta in ­
ing a l i t r e  of m u s ta rd  g as  have  b een  
stolen fro m  a m m u n itio n  b u n k e rs  in  a  
m ilita ry  t ra in in g  a r e a  on th e  L u n eb u rg  
H eath .. .  T h e re  a r e  f e a r s  th a t  th ey  m ay 
be in the  p o s s e s s io n  o f t e r r o r i s t s .  A 
West G erm an  t e r r o r i s t  g ro u p  th re a te n ­
ed at the  w eekend to  a t ta c k  th e  c ity  of 
S tu ttgart w ith  so v ie t SA M -7 m is s i l e s ,  
bom bs, and m u s ta rd  g a s ,  u n le s s  an  a m ­
nesty  w as g ra n te d  to  a l l  p o l i t ic a l  p r is o n ­
e rs .
’’The t r i a l  of the  B a a d e r-M e in h o f  g roup 
of u rban  g u e r i l la s  i s  due to  open in  
S tu ttgart on M ay 2 i .  In  a  l e t t e r  to  a  
Stockholm n e w sp a p e r  th re e  days a g o , a 
group c a ll in g  i t s e l f  the  S ieg fried  H au s- 
n e r C om m ando th re a te n e d  to  m u rd e r  
P r in c e s s  C h r is tin a  of Sw eden , h e r  h u s ­
band, and the Sw edish M in is te r  of L ab­
o u r, u n le ss  th e i r  dem ands w ere  m e t . . .  
S iegfried H a u sn e r  w as one of the  t e r r o r ­
is ts  who a tta c k e d  the W est G e rm a n  e m ­
b assy  in S to c k h o lm .. .  He d ied  of in ju r ­
ie s  re c e iv e d  w hen p a r t  of th e  build ing  
was blown u p . "

F o u r days l a t e r ,  u n d e r  th e  h ead lin e  
’’P o ison  g as  p ile s  up” , w hich m ade no 
exp lic it link  w ith B a a d e r/M e in h  o f, th e  
s to ry  had  changed  som ew hat:
’’L eft-w ing  p o l i t ic a l  e x t r e m is ts  w ere  a t 
f i r s t  su sp e c te d  of hav ing  b ro k e n  in to  
the depot and ta k e n  th e  gas to  b la c k m a il

• Bonn in to  r e le a s in g  fo u r a n a rc h is t  le a d ­
e r s  w hose t r i a l  on m u rd e r  and ro b b e ry  
c h a rg e s  b eg in s  nex t w eek^
’’P o lic e  in  L uenbu rg  ^  s ic /  in v e s tig a tin g  
the th e ft s a id  th e i r  la te s t  in fo rm atio n  
in d ic a te d  the  th ie v e s  w ere  n o t t e r r o r ­
i s t s .  "

Note how th e  S ie fr ie d  H au sn e r C om ­
m ando have  d is a p p e a re d  fro m  the s to ry , 
and how the  “u rb a n  g u e r i l la s ” have 
tra n s m o g r if ie d  in to  ”A n a rc h is t le a d e r s " ,  
w ithout an y  m en tio n  of th e i r  being  
B aa d e r, M einhof, R asp e  and E n ss lin .
The whole s to r y  w as exp loded  s e v e ra l  
days la te r  in  a  s m a l l  i te m  in  the  D aily  
T e leg rap h :
,rA sc a re  about r e p o r te d  th e ft of m u s t­
a rd  gas from  a  G e rm a n  A rm y  depot in  
Lower Saxony m a y  have b een  due to  a 
m iscount, H e r r  K laus B o llin g , ch ie f 
Bonn G overnm ent sp o k e sm a n , sa id  y e s ­
terday . . .  Two w eeks ago le g a l  a u th o r i­
tie s  announced th a t 53 c a n is te r s  of m u s ­
ta rd  gas w ere  m is s in g  fro m  a  depot a t  
M u n ste r.. .  A few days l a te r  the  n u m b e r 
of lo s t c o n ta in e rs  w as re d u c e d  to  tw o. 
A uthorities ex p la in ed  th a t th e re  had  
been an e r r o r  in  acco u n tin g . 11

W hich le av e s  u s  with the S ieg fried  
H au sn e r C om m ando . It is  obvious 
fro m  the f i r s t  r e p o r t  th a t th ey  w ere  op­
e ra t in g  in  Sweden r a th e r  th an  W est 
G e rm a n y , and a n o th e r G uard ian  r e p o r t ,  
th is  tim e  fro m  th e i r  Stockholm  c o r r e s ­
pondent about the group who a ttacked  
the  W est G erm an  e m b assy  con ta in s a 
p o ss ib le  c lue  to  th e ir  identity :
’’T h e re  a re  s tro n g  im p re s s io n s  on the 
p a r t  of the p o lice  th a t th e re  a re  s t i l l  
t e r r o r i s t s  in the a r e a .  A part fro m  
w arn in g s fro m  the G erm an  p o lic e , th e re  
w e re  the s ta te m e n ts  d e liv e red  to  new s 
a g e n c ie s  in  Stockholm  on T h u rsd a y  by 
som eone who w as c le a r ly  a c tin g  in  con­
c e r t  w ith the t e r r o r i s t s  in s id e  the 
e m b a ssy . ”

Q uite  p ro b ab ly  the "W est G erm an  t e r ­
r o r i s t  g roup” i s  one o r  two people sen d ­
ing  m e ssa g e s  to  the  Swedish p re s s .

T he H ypothesis behind re p o rtin g  of 
th is  kind is  of a w e ll-o rg an ized  c o n sp ir ­
a to r ia l  ne tw ork  re sp o n s ib le  fo r a l l  a c ts  
of t e r r o r i s m .  The th e o ry  goes tha t 
B a a d e r , M einhof, e tc . a re  u s in g  th e ir  
law y ers  to  p a ss  on in s tru c tio n s  to the  
r e s t  of the " te r ro r -g a n g ” . F o r  exam ple, 
the  D aily  T e leg rap h  , A p ril 28th:
’’U lrik e  M einhof, fan a tica l wom an lead ­
e r  of the a n a rc h is t  B aader-M einhof 
gang , is  sa id  to  have sm uggled a m e s ­
sage  out of h e r  S tu ttg art j a i l  c e ll  o rd e r ­
ing  h e r  fo llow ers s t i l l  a t la rg e : ’A ttack 
consu la tes* . ”

T he a tm o sp h e re  thus c re a te d , b e s id e s  
p ro v id in g  tha t l i t t le  f r is s o n  of G othic 
t e r r o r  so  eloved of r e a d e r s  of the 
b o u rg eo is  p r e s s ,  is  designed  to  fa c il i t­
a te  the  p a ss in g  of r e p re s s iv e  leg is la tio n , 
such  a s  is  now being pushed  through the 
W est G erm an  le g is la tu re  to  em ascu la te  
the  defence of B a a d e r , M einhof, R aspe 
and E n ss lin . No evidence of m e ssa g es  
such  a s  tha t re p o r te d  by the D aily T e le ­
graph  be ing  c a r r ie d  by defence law yers 
h as  been  b rough t, but B a a d e r’s law yers 
have a l l  been  suspended  from  the t r i a l  
fo r  "su sp ec ted  co m p lic ity ” with the 
" c r im in a l gang” (th is is  one of the  new 
la w s, and it  is  the d ispute o v e r it  which 
h as  cau sed  the delay  in  the t r i a l ). W hat 
re a l ly  see m s to  have r i le d  the a u th o ri­
t ie s  is  the sm uggling out by one of the 
defence law y ers  of an in te rv iew  with 
the  defendan ts , which w as pub lished  in  
P e r  S p ieg e l. O th e r law s being in tro ­
duced include a  G erm an  v e rs io n  of 
" tu rn in g  Q ueenfs ev idence” . Any p o li­
t ic a l  p r is o n e r  w illing  to  te s tify  ag a in s t 
th e i r  co m rad es  w ill be given a la rg e  
sum  of m oney and w ill be "enab led  to 
build  up a  new e x is te n c e ” . F in a lly , 
the  r ig h t to  p r iv a te  co n v ersa tio n  b e t­
w een defence la w y ers  and th e ir  c lien ts  
is  being  tak en  aw ay. If the  law y er Is 
thought to  " su p p o rt 'the  p o litic a l m ove­
m e n t” th e  in te rv iew  w ill be su p e rv ise d  
by an  "independen t judge".

The th e o ry  of co -o rd in a te #d t e r r o r i s t  
a tta c k s  s c a rc e ly  s tan d s  up u n d e r the 
ev idence of th e  only  tw o a c tu a l a tta c k s .

• •
The L o ren z  k idnapping  which w as e ff i­
c ien tly  though t-ou t and e x e c u te d , w hat­
e v e r  one m ay  th ink  of i ts  m o ra l i ty ,  w as 
co n cern ed  a lm o s t e n t ir e ly  w ith r e le a s ­
ing  m e m b e rs  of the Second of June 
M ovem ent, not B a a d e r , M einhof,
E n s s l in , e tc . The Stockholm  e m b a ssy  
a tta c k  w as a co m p le te ly  s tu p id  and s u i­
c id a l m an o eu v re , e n t ir e ly  d iffe re n t in 
s tra te g y  to  the L o ren z  k idnapping .
None of the  people involved in  i t  w ere  
on the l i s t  of people su sp e c te d  by the 
G erm an  po lice  of c a r ry in g  out the L o ren z  
k idnapping , and none of them  w ere  known 
to  the a u th o ritie s  a s  even su sp e c te d  m em ­
b e rs  of the R ed A rm y F ra c tio n . The 
only com m on denom inato r of th e se  p e o ­
ple is  th e ir  invo lvem ent in  G erm an  r a d i­
c a l  m ovem ents of the la te  s ix tie s  and 
e a r ly  se v e n tie s . I t  i s  s ig n ifican t tha t 
one of the people involved in the re c e n t 
shootou t with G erm an  po lice  in a Cologne 
c a rp a rk  in which a po licem an  and W e rn e r  
Sauber (alleged  m em b er of the R . A. F . ) 
w ere  k ille d , w as K a rl H einz R oth. Roth 
w as le a d e r  of the  studen t m ovem ent in  
H am burg  in the  s ix tie s  (a t the  sam e  tim e  
th a t R udi D utschke w as le a d e r  of thebDb) 
and desp ite  a c e r ta in  am ount of tro u b le  
with the law o v er lead ing  p ro h ib ited  dem ­
o n s tra tio n s , he com pleted  h is  m e d ica l 
s tu d ie s  and b ecam e , f i r s t  an a s s is ta n t  a t 
the U n iv e rs ity  C lin ic  in H am burg , and 
la te r  a  su rg eo n  a t the E m erg en cy  H ospi­
ta l  in  C ologne. He a lso  w ro te  qu ite  a  
n u m b er of e s s a y s ,  and two books, one of 
w hich . The O ther W o rk e rs ’ M o v em en t, 
w as an  a ttem p t to  w rite  the  h is to ry  of 
the  G erm an  w orking c la s s  m ovem ent 
fro m  the  point of view of th e  w o rk e rs , 
and no t fro m  tha t of th e ir  o rg a n iz a tio n s , 
and w as the su b jec t of a  good d ea l of 
s e r io u s  d iscu ss io n . The fa c t th a t such  a  
p e rso n  should involve h im s e lf  in  a rm e d  
s tru g g le , c an ’t  be e n tire ly  exp la ined  by  
say ing  "naive ro m a n tic ism "  o r  "ad v en tu ­
r i s m ” . It m u st t e l l  u s  so m eth in g  about 
" the  m o st l ib e ra l  d e m o c ra c y  in  W este rn  
E u ro p e " , as the  BBC’s G erm an  C o r r e s ­
pondent d e sc rib ed  the F e d e ra l  G e rm an  
R epub lic , in G ordon C a r r ’s v e ry  s u p e r ­
f ic ia l and e r r o r - s t r e w n  p ro g ra m m e  on 
the R ed A rm y F ra c tio n , "B y  V iolent 
M eans” .

The conftision o f the B r i t is h  p r e s s  
( " t e r r o r i s t  g ro u p " , "L e ft-w in g  p o lit ic a l  
e x te m is ts " ,  "u rb an  g u e r i l la s " ,  " fa n a ti­
c a l  w o m an -lead e r of the  a n a rc h is t  
B aad er-M eih o f g an g ", " a n a rc h is t  le a d ­
e r s " ,  " u l t r a - le f t i s t  u n d e rg ro u n d  t e r r o r ­
i s t  o rg a n isa tio n " , a l l  u sed  to  d e sc r ib e  
w hat is  supposed ly  a s ing le  phenom enon) 
is  a consequence of th e ir  unw illingness 
to  an a ly se  w hat is  going on in  G erm an y , 
to  go beyond the o ffic ia l l in e , to  q u estio n  
g o v ern m en ta l " in fo rm a tio n " .

The G uard ian  of May 24th pub lished  
a n o th e r  load of tenden tious g o v ern m en ta l 
"new s" about an ’in te rn a tio n a l a n a rc h is t  
conspiracy* in  S w itze rlan d , but m o re  of 
th a t in  o u r next is su e .

D. L . M.
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CM S HEAOiNG FOR CRASH
DESPITE mounting unemployment, 
w orkers are  s till taking industria l 
action both to m aintain th e ir  standard 
of living against continuing inflation 
and to prevent further loss of jobs. A 
rem inder of the la tte r  is  the Im perial 
Typew riter factory at Hull. H ere, 
w orkers have been in occupation for 
over a hundred days. The company 
announced that the plant would be 
closed, but the w orkers there  a re  aim ­
ing to in te rest the government in a 
s im ila r take-over to what was achieved 
at Meriden.

But in recent weeks it ha6 been the 
strike  at C h ry sle r’s engine factory at 
Stoke, Coventry that has h it the head­
lines and brought down the wrath of the 

.P rim e M inister, Mr. Wilson. The 
unoflcial s trike  is  for m ore money, 
over and above the £8 a lready  offered 
by the company. The executive of the 
engineering unions has appealed for a 
re tu rn -to -w ork , but those on strike  
have shown at th e ir  m ass m eetings a 
n ea r unanimous determ ination to fight 
the company to the b itte r  end.

As In many strik es  where the com­
pany involved is  a m ulti-national, 
th rea ts  of closing o r of a ltering  invest­
ment plans have been made. The 
chairm an of the convenors. Bob 
M o rris , has declared that they would 
ra th e r face unemployment than give up 
th e ir  struggle for a wage increase .

C ertainly C hrysler face a difficult 
situation, because the same £8 offer 
to a ll th e ir  B ritish  w orkers was re je c ­
ted at Lin wood in R enfrew shire. In 
addition the Lin wood w orkers would 
have received an ex tra  £2 . 50 to bring 
them  up to the Coventry p lan t's  ra tes  
of pay.

Mr. Wilson made it  plain where he 
stood in the dispute : this so rt of a c t­
ion would not force the government to 
intervene and make a take over as 
with B ritish  Leyland.

Of course , there a re  many who 
would favour such creeping nationalis­
ation and would claim  it as socia list 
and that they were on the road to the 
millennium. A narchists do not share 
this view. The question of nationali­
sation and indeed of a ll s ta te  in terven­
tion form s a fundamental difference 
between anarch ists  and so c ia lis ts , of 
whoever variety . In con trast to the 
soc ia lis ts , who see everything being 
imposed from  above by those in con­
tro l ,  anarch ists see this control being 
exercised from below, by the people 
them selves.

Industrial action, in itse lf , does on 
num erous occasions show that control 
can be maintained and decisions taken 
by a ll involved. The object of such 
action might to some be of little  im por­
tance , but the general clim ate of d e te r­
m ination to m aintain living standards 
does pose a th rea t to the capitalist sy s­

tem . While the ’trad itiona l le ft’ want6 
to channel this discontent in to 'purely  
m onetary demands with the added s lo ­
gan of nationalisation , an arch is ts  
would seek to extend the econom ic de­
mands of w orkers to a revolu tionary  
demand of who should run and contro l 
industry  and in whose in te re s ts .

DAGENHAM DOORHANGERS

The s trik e  and occupation by these 40 
men at Fords is  now over six  weeks old. 
T his dispute is  not one about money but 
is  a question of how many men will oper­
ate the line. F o rd s , according to The 
O bserver (25 May.), want a  showdown 
with these 11 a g ita to rs" , because there 
a re ,  in m anagem ent's view , too many 
men doing too few jobs. A p ictu re  of 
the card  playing, football kicking, lazy 
B ritish  w orker, so often portrayed  in 
the Daily Telegraph , com es to minds.
But very  few of the working c lass  have 
the opportunity to work at the job they 
would like to do. Many skilled C rafts­
men now find them selves in boring 
repetitive  jobs while those without a 
trade get th e ir p leasure  from  squeezing 
a ll they can from the em ployer for the 
rotten jobs they have to do to get a 
living.

Fords can well afford to force a  show­
down, since with the falling demand for 
th e ir c a rs  they have waited and picked 
the manning issue  fo r a confrontation.
In the p as t, as management has adm it­
ted , the big demand for th e ir products 
had meant that they did not want a  stop­
page and s o , they say , they gave in to 
w orkers ' manning demands.

While the doorhangers, whose action 
has put 5,000 other w orkers out of w ork, 
have voted to continue th e ir  stoppage 
"indefinitely1',  they also  decided to le t 
th e ir  full-tim e union officials handle 
future negotiations, such a decision 
opens the way for the so rt of com pro­
m ise which w ill mean a v ic to ry  for 
management.

Indeed with the overall c r is is  now fac­
ing w estern cap ita list econom ies, those 
who owh and, m ore im portantly , those 
who control industry  a re  seeking a way 
out which will mean le ss  w orkers doing 
m ore work. F o r them it is  a period of 
re -o rgan isa tion , of ra tionalisa tion , for 
when demand s ta r ts  to r ise  again.

In the past mounting unemployment 
has been re s is ted  by trad itional methods 
of s tr ik e s . However, another tradition  
runs through the h is to ry  of the working 
c la s s , that of occupation. The advant­
ages to the w orkers a re  plain. It puts 
those in occupation m ore in con tro l of 
the situation. M achinery cannot be 
worked by management o r moved out. 
D ecisions, because of the m ass involve­
ment ra th e r than ju s t picket duty outside 
the gates, can be made by a ll. It aJ»o

m eans the supplying of food, bedding 
e tc . and as such brings in every  m em ­
b e r of the fam ily. In fact the whole 
household could move in.

•
In other w ords, occupations a re  a 

beginning as to  how the re s t  of society 
could be run and organised . The p re s ­
ent day occupations a re  ce rta in ly  defen­
sive but they pose a much bigger th reat 
to  the system  of exploitation than the 
o rd inary  s tr ik e . Occupations have led, 
like those at Trium ph M erid en ,n ear 
Coventry and the Scottish D aily E x p ress , 
to the form ation of co -o p era tiv es. 
However, in the p rocess  a num ber of 
jobs have been lost and those on the shop 
floor have little  o r no control. Indeed, 
productivity has increased . Although 
increased  productivity is  not a bad thing 
p e r  s e , i t  depends on why and for what 
purpose. Tlhere is  no doubt tha t some 
hungry cap ita lis t m anagem ent would 
like his own work force to be so  m oti­
vated.

But increased  productivity  and indeed 
a ll  p ro cesses  of m anufacture should be 
based on the needs of the com m unity and 
n o t, a s  at p re se n t, on p ro fit fo r a few. 
The few co-operative fac to ries  a re  s till  
subject to the sam e laws of p ro fit and 
lo ss  in the cap ita lis t m arket. One co­
opera tive 's  success in a cap ita lis t eco­
nomy could m ean ano ther's  fa ilu re . They 
They a re  isolated 'su ccess  s to r ie s ' in a 
genera l struggle against c losure  and r e ­
sulting unemployment.

It is  this struggle that is  so  im portan t 
and the tac tic  of occupation is  but one 
method in the arm oury  of weapons which 
w orkers can adopt. But in d u s tria l s tru g ­
gles have to go beyond those of wages 
and jobs. No politician o r so c ia lis t 
grouping o r p a rty  of the 'le f t ' w ill adm it 
o r believe tha t w orkers can o rgan ise , 
run and co-ord inate  the d istribu tion  of 
goods n ecessa ry  to  sa tisfy  the needs of 
the community. F o r them , tha t is  the 
job of experts  -  those in au thority , those 
in pow er. A narch ists believe that people 
can organise th e ir  own lives both of work 
and for a ll th e ir  o ther needs. We do not 
think tha t any c la ss  has a  depository  of 
e x p e rtise , but that the m ass of people 
have the ab ility  to run society  fo r the 
common good. At the m om ent, the 
vast m ajority  of w orkers see th e ir  p ro ­
blem s being overcom e by in c reased  
w ages, but equally taiowing th a t, come a 
few m onths' t im e , they w ill be no b e tte r  
off. This tre a d m ill which wage slaves 
a re  trapped  on can only be d iscarded  if 
w orkers want freedom  and co n tro l over 
th e ir  own lives. The strugg les now 
taking p lace , and especia lly  the occupa­
tions, show that th e re  is  some d esire  
for change; tha t despite the adverse  
economic conditions, w orkers a re  not 
going to knuckle down. A narch ists 
m ust show tha t w orkers need not do 
th is , but can, because of th e ir  position 
in society  - that of p roducer -  abolish 
the system  of exploitation tha t now keeps 
them  in wage slavery .

P .  T.
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KENNETH M ELLANBY's Can B rita in  
Feed I ts e lf  is  the s o r t  of book I like; 
w ell re a so n ed , co n c ise , com prehensive 
and w ithout superfluous m a tte r .

The m ain a rgum en t is  th a t the p r e s ­
ent population can be fed adequately  on 
the p re se n t a c re a g e  of land provid ing 
that we m ake c e r ta in  changes in the 
diet, M ellanby a rg u es  th a t the p re se n t 
level of m eat p roduction  and consum p­
tion is  both u n n e c e ssa ry  and unsupport- 
able in the context of w orld  food s h o r t­
age. The p re face  s ta r t s  :

’'B rita in  is  faced with m any p rob lem s 
in the la s t  q u a r te r  of the tw entieth  cen ­
tury. The m ost s e r io u s  of th ese  is  
food. We can econom ise  in en e rg y , 
and do w ithout m any lu x u rie s , but 
without enough food, of the p ro p e r  
quality, o u r population cannot su rv ive . 
We know th a t we im p o rt n e a r ly  h a lf  of 
our food, and th a t o u r im p o rts  a re  b e ­
coming s c a r c e r  and m o re  expensive.
We m ay not be able to  pay  fo r im p o rts  
if,our financia l position  w o rsen s .
T here  m ay be no su rp lu se s  in the r e s t  
of the worl<i w here m any m illions a re  
underfed , even if  we can pay the b i l l . ” * Oil,

A part from  the health  hazard  that our 
high lev e l of p ro te in  consum ption p re ­
se n ts , a s  Mellanby points out, it con- 

• tr ib u te s  to  the health hazard  of m alnu- 
: tr i t io n  in o ther p a r ts  of the w orld. The 
r e s tr ic te d  w artim e diet actually  r e s u l­
ted  in a h igher level of health than has 
been achieved before  o r since; th is  in 
m y view was a lso  achieved by a m ore  
positive  health  education. If th is had 
continued to form  a basic  p a rt of the 
N ational Health Service it m ight w ell 
have becom e a tru e  health  se rv ice .

In sp ite  of the fact that we now p ro ­
duce m ore  food than ev er in our h is t­
o ry , we im port m ore than 50% of our 
req u irem en ts  at a cost of£3,S00,000,000.

It is  how ever m islead ing  to 
•talk in financial te rm s  owing to the 
fluctuating value of m oney, and th e re ­
fore the argum ents a re  supported by 
re fe ren ce  to  a c re a g e , tonnage and 
population.

Britain* s annual food consum ption p e r  head of the population in 1973,

M eat (beef, po rk  & m utton) 
Bacon and ham  
P o u ltry  m ea t 
Eggs (num ber)
Milk
C heese
B u tte r
O il, fa t, m a rg a rin e  
Sugar
W heat flour
P o ta to es
T ea  and coffee

As can be seen  from  the above tab le , 
we p roduce  m ost of ou r m eat and a ll  
o u r e g g s , m ilk  and poultry . H ow ever, 
th is  p roduction  is  supported  Largely by 
im p o rted  feeding stu ff (becom ing s c a r ­
c e r  and m o re  expensive). A ll our r e ­
q u irem en ts  in energy  and fe r t i l is e r s  
a re  a lso  im p o rted , though th is  p ro p o r­
tion is  re la tiv e ly  sm a ll com pared with 
our to ta l fuel consum ption. The p ro ­
b ab ility  is, a s  has a lread y  been pointed 
out, tha t much of th is  consum ption is  
superfluous and could e a s ily  be r e ­
placed by hom e produced c e re a l  p ro ­
duction.

The d ie t suggested  by M ellanby has 
long been advocated by food re fo rm e rs . 
In addition , fru it and g reen  v eg e tab les ,
v ery  ap p ro p ria te  to  sm a ll and in tensive

• —
production in B rita in  could a lso  rep lace  
much an im al p ro te in , with benefit. 
M ellanby points out tha t B ritan s  consum e

CAN BRITAIN FEED  IT S E L F ? , by 
Kenneth M ellanby. (M erlin  P r e s s ,  01pp 
£1 . 95 , ^hardback. )_____________________

T o ta l Home produced Im ported
95 lb 71 lb 24 lb
22 lb 10 lb 12 lb
27 lb 26 lb 1 lb

240 240 5
310 pts 310 pts n il

13 lb 7 lb 6 lb
18 lb 4 lb 14 lb
38 lb 6 lb 32 lb

1061b 33 lb 73 lb
1421b 80 lb 62 lb
2151b 206 lb 9 lb

131b n il 13 lb

21bs. of sugar p e r week. As th is in ­
cludes many who do not ea t v e ry  much 
of i t ,  th is la rge  consum ption is  the w orst 
feature of the B ritish  diet. A part from  
its  cost in dental and o ther ill-h ea lth , 
it unbalances the diet so  much that the 
ca lo rific  value of the diet does not re la te  
to its  p ro te in  content.

As M ellanby point*out, with a  good 
mixed diet i t  is  difficult fo r the norm al 
adult not to  eat enough p ro te in , e sp ec i­
a lly  when highly p ro cessed  foods like 
sugar and white flour a re  avoided.

USE OF BRITAIN’S LAND

Land c lass ified  as G rade I , II o r m , .  
su itab le fo r growing a rab le  c ro p s , am ­
ounts to  22 m illion a c re s . T h ere  a re  
a lso  24 m illion a c re s  su itab le  for g ra z ­
ing, of vary ing  q u a lity . As g ra ss  can 
only bp used  by herb ifo rous an im als 
they w ill continue to p lay  th e ir  n a tu ra l 
p a r t in B ritish  a g ricu ltu re . A w arning, 
how ever, that the continued loss of 
50,000 a c re s  p e r  y ea r of our best land 
(to building) m ay eventually  hazard  our 
ab ility  to  feed ou rse lv es .

ENOUGH’
A rable y ields hove Increased  d ram a ti­

cally  since 1945. The use of fe r t i l is e rs  
and chem icals has tended to produce a 
much h igher average  crop . P e rso n a lly ,
I am  not so  sanguine about the possib le  
effects of these item s in the long run as 
is  the au thor. T h ere  needs to  be much 
m ore independent re se a rc h  divorced 
from  the vested  in te re s ts  and a p a rt from  
the econom ics of low -m anpow er farm ing. 
One m ust be forgiven fo r being scep tica l 
about conclusions of ex p erts  in view of 
th e ir  m istakes in m any fie lds. In the 
spheres of ag ricu ltu re  and health  p a rticu ­
la r ly , perhaps d ifferent a ttitudes may 
produce d ifferen t, m ore  positive , app­
roaches. The destructive  approaches 
are often the re su lt of p u re ly  financial 
considera tions. I am  su re  that in qu es­
tions of both health  and ag ricu ltu re  the re  
is  a vast body of knowledge that c e rta in ly  
works in p rac tice .

In h is  re fe ren ce  to organic farm ing 
M ellanby says its  advocates often over­
s ta te  th e ir  case . T his is  t ru e , but I 
would rem ind  him  that people who a re  
d ism issed  as  c ran k s w ere w arning peo­
ple about the dangers of excessive  sugar 
eating  y e a rs  ago.

The tenor of M ellanbyTe book seem s 
to suggest that our ag ricu ltu re  should 
be m ore o rien ta ted  to our own and 
w orld needs in line with a so c ia lly - 
m otivated ac tiv ity  ra th e r  than a  m arket 
one. He says that if  som e foods a re  
s c a rc e , ration ing  should be introduced 
" to  ensure  fa ir  sh a re s  r a th e r  than r a t i ­
oning by p ric e " .

The change in Britain*s position v is -  
a -v is  food supplies is  not the only one. 
The m anufactured goods with which we 
purchased  our food can now be m anu­
factured  u n iv e rsa lly , th e re fo re  th e re  
w ill be much labour available maybe to  
reo rien ta te  our ag ricu ltu re  tow ards a 
m ore labour in tensive one.

I can recom m end th is thoughtful, w ell 
documented book, and it is  w orth quot­
ing the la s t parag raph  :

"Not everyone w ill ag ree  with m y point 
of view. We s t i l l  have those who de­
mand m ore and m ore p roductiv ity , and 
consider tha t th e ir  s tan d ard  of living

m ay be m easu red  by th e ir  beef con­
sum ption. At the o ther e x tre m e , we 
have some so -ca lled  ’'eco lo g is ts1' who 
want to go back to  the sim ple life , and 
to the a g ric u ltu ra l techniques of the 
dark  ages. The f i r s t  group would ru in  
our environm ent, the second condemn 
m ost of our population to  s ta rva tion . 
N either solution is  n e c e ssa ry . We 
need an effic ien t farm ing  sy s te m , p ro ­
ducing the foods that a re  needed to su s ­
ta in  the health  of our population. I b e ­
lieve that with p ro p e r planning, a little  
se lf  sa c rif ic e  by the m ore carn ivo rous, 
and a jo in t effo rt by a ll sec tions of the 
com m unity, we can build a b e tte r  fed 
and m ore beautifu l B rita in  in  the future."

Alan A lb on.
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WE DARE J 

D ear FREEDOM ,

As a  m em ber of the A narch is t W ork­
e r s  A ssoc ia tion , and as  an occasional 
re a d e r  of your jo u rn a l, I have often 
thought of w riting  to  you to  e x p re ss  d is ­
ag reem en t with a r t ic le s  th a t find th e ir  
way into  your publication. H ow ever up 
to  now my h o s tility  has not been m atch ­
ed  by a b e lie f tha t the e ffo rt involved in 
putting pen to  p ap er would be w orth 
w hile. I cannot allow  how ever your a r ­
tic le  on the A narch is t p re s s  (Review 
Supplem ent 24-5-75) to p a ss  unchallen ­
ged. I dont p ropose  to  engage in a 
lengthy polem ic with D. L. M ., the  v e ry  
ex istence  of the a . W. a . is  a  liv ing  h is ­
to r ic a l  con trad ic tion  to  the id eas  of th a t 
ilk . Anyway, p o in ts :-

1) P eace  News and U n d e rcu rren ts  a re  
not A n arch is t pub lications by any defin i­
tio n , even y o u rs . L ib e r ta r ia n  Struggle 
is  because  it  is  the d e m o cra tic a lly  con­
tro lle d  organ  of an o rg an isa tio n  which is  
m oving tow ards: a  rev o lu tio n a ry  l ib e r ta ­
r ia n  com m unist so c ie ty  and whose m em ­
b e rs  fight to  sp re a d  the id eas  of a n a rc h ­
ism  and lib e r ta r ia n  o rg an isa tio n  in the 
w orking c la s s .

2) To say  tha t L ib e r ta r ia n  s tru g g le  had 
a  few p a rag rap h s  c r itic iz in g  the B ritish  
A narch is t M ovement (sic) is  an u n d e r­

s ta te m e n t of ou r po sitio n . We c r i t ic iz e  
the tra d it io n a l a n a rc h is t  m ovem ent b e ­
c a u se :-  a) i ts  o rg an isa tio n  h as  alw ays 
been  u n d em o cra tic  and e lite  con tro lled  
in  p ra c tic e ; b) i ts  o rg an isa tio n  w as in ­
effic ien t; c) the m ovem ent fa iled  to  id ­
en tify  with the to iling  m a ss e s ; d) the 
m ovem ent has failed  to  develop a body 
of th e o ry  capable of stand ing  up to  c r i ­
t ic is m , o r  being used  to  c r i t ic is e  o th e r 
p o litic a l th e o rie s ; e) the m ovem ent has 
fa iled  to b reak  with l ib e ra l  id eas  and 
co u n te r rev o lu tio n a ry  fo rces  such as 
p a c if ic ism , "freedom  of sp e e c h " , and 
re lig ion ; f) fin a lly , the m odern  m ove­
m ent n e v e r w as a m ovem ent in  th a t it 
n e v e r b roke out of i ts  s m a ll c irc le  of 
c ran k s  and m id d le -c la ss  p se u d o -in te l­
le c tu a ls .

3 ) The. O. R . A. had "L eft Tendency" 
which tu rned  to T ro tsk y ism . T h is  hap­
pened because  O. R . A. was a develop­

ing body of peop le , not a  stagnan t 
c lique. Som e m em b ers  of the tendency 
d isgu ised  th e ir  L en in ist b e lie fs  and 
tr ie d  to  u se  the tendency  a s  a m eans of
liqu idating  the o rgan isa tion . T his did 
not su cceed , but it  put u s  back a long

AFTER five y e a r s ' im p riso n m en t, the 
t r i a l  of M ary T y le r  and o th e r N axalites 
(M aoists) in W est B engal i s  due to  com ­
m ence June 2nd.
1 1 1 1 1 1 » 1 1 1 1 1  1 1 1 1  1 1 1 1 1  1 1 1  1 1 1 1 1  1 1 1  1 1  i

B ILL DWYe R , jo in t o rg a n ise r  of the 
p roposed  W indsor Pop F e s tiv a l, w as 
ja iled  u n til August 24th (calcu la ted  to 
keep him  in  u n til the day a f te r  th e  pro*- 
posed com m encem ent of the  festival) 
fo r b reak ing  a  te m p o ra ry  injunction 
(g ran ted  to  W indsor re s id e n ts )  fo rb id ­
ding him  to  p ro m o te , ad v e rtise  the 
Pop F e s tiv a l to  be held a t W indsor 
fro m  A ugust 23rd . (A dvt.) The N at­
io n a l C ouncil fo r C ivil L ib e rtie s  has 
ca lled  a tten tion  to  the fact tha t a  . 
T h am es V alley police spokesm an gave 
evidence in  th is  p riva te  action .
i  v • I I 1 1  I I ( I I I I t  l 1 1 I t  I l I I I I I I I I V I I I I

A STAGED p ro te s t against p ro se c u ­
tions u n d er the Incitem ent to  D isaffec t­
ion  Act (1934) was foiled a t B radford  by 
the te m p o ra ry  c lo su re  of the A rm y 
c a re e r s  office. L a te r , the p ro te s to rs  
w ent to  the lo ca l police sta tion  and con­
fe s s e d  to  the offence of 'possession* of 
's e d itio u s ' le a fle ts . Due note was 
taken .
f 1 1  i i i i f « i f t  m  i f t t  i i i v i  f i * r t t  t i i t i i

PRESIDENT G isca rd  d 'E stang  is  consi­
d e rin g  h irin g  m ore w a ite rs  fo r the next 
E ly see  P a lace  p re s s  luncheon a f te r  the 
d isap p earan ce  of th ir te e n  p ieces of 
heavy  gold cu tle ry  a f te r  the p re s s  
c o rp s ' la s t  V isit.

i i  i  i  t  r i  i i i i  i  i r i  i  i t  i  i  i i  v t  9 i  i  t  i t i i  i  i i

A YOUNG midwife has been dropped 
from  a tra in in g  co u rse  fo r health  v is i­
to r s  in M ilton Keynes because  she has 
publicly  identified  h e rse lf  a s  a  le sb ian . 
An A m erican  a irm a n , a f te r  m any y e a rs  
s e rv ic e ,  is  challenging the rig h t of the  
fo rc es  to d ism iss  him  a f te r  h is  a d m is ­
sion  tha t he is  a hom osexual.
t  r i i i f i r i i t  i i i i  t i i  i i r i r i t  i t i i i i i i i i

THE Sunday People d is tingu ishes i ts e lf  
by pub lic ising  M rs. Q ueenie R obinson 
(no re la tio n ) who has "the unique d is t­
inction  of being the f i r s t  woman to  s tu ff 
a bunch of live f e r r e ts  down the fron t 
of h e r  d re s s " .  It fu r th e r  co m m en ts , 
"H er husband stuffs f e r r e ts  down h is  
t ro u s e r s .  . . I t  is  a grow ing sp o r t a -  
mong the nation-' s f e r r e t  fa n c ie rs . "
f r i i i i i i i I i i i i i » i i » i i i i » i i i » » i i * i i i
THERE HAS BEEN a q u a r re l  about a 
s e c re tly - ta k e n  'pornographic* film  of 
H itle r  and G oering , taken  by the SS fo r 
fu tu re  u se . The State G overnm ent of 
B avaria  h as  c la im ed  ow nersh ip . The 
new ow ner, who obtained the film  from 
South A m e ric a , w ishes to  explo it i t  
c o m m erc ia lly  and has a lre a d y  had 
o ffe rs .

i i i i i i f i i i r V i i  t i i » i i  i i i  i i r i t i » i t' i i i

FORTY POLICEM EN w ere  d isc ip lined  
fo r tak ing  tin s  of food from  a  lo r ry  
which o v ertu rn ed  on the M5. Betw een 
four and five tons w ere  tak en , police 
c a rs  w ere  u sed  to  fe r ry  the food and 
police rad io  called  in  o th e r po lice  c a rs  
to  sh a re  the loot. The D ire c to r  of 
P ub lic  P ro secu tio n s  'c le a re d ' the p o l­
icem en  (i. e . he took no action) and 
ch ief constab les w ere  c r i t ic is e d  fo r 
tak ing  d isc ip lin a ry  ac tio n s  of fines and 
dem otion in  view of the 'c le a ra n c e '.
• m111• 11v1111viMinmtvi.11R ancho P a n z a " "

way. In the long ru n  how ever the ex ­
p e rie n c e  m ay have m ade us s tro n g e r .

• The "L e ft T endency" w as a  b ir th -p an g  
of a  new re v o lu tio n a ry  a n a rc h is t  m ove­
m e n t, a  m ovem ent which is  grow ing.

•

4) T h e re  has been no "p o lem ic"  with 
N icolas W a lte r , som o c o m rad e s  have 

. m e re ly  po in ted  out tha t h is  s ta te m e n ts  
a r e  m o stly  je a lo u s  s la n d e rs . T he O r­
g an isa tio n a l P la tfo rm  of the L ib e rta r l*  
an C om m unists  w as w ritte n  by a n a r ­
c h is t  re v o lu tio n a rie s  who fought in  the 
only im p o rta n t a n a rc h is t  m ovem ent in 
the  R u ss ia n  re v o lu tio n , the  M akhnov- 
sch ina; a  m ovem ent d e s tro y e d  by the 
a rm ie s  of the  L e n in is ts . N. W. is  an 
a rm -c h a ir  rev o lu tio n a ry *  who a c c u se s  
the  M akhnovschina re v o lu tio n a r ie s  of 
being  L en in is ts  th e m se lv e s .

m

I could go on. If  m y co m m en ts  
' seem  h a rsh  i t  i s  b ecau se  th is  ru b b ish  
m akes m y  blood b o il, and in  th a t s ta te  
I m u st r e s o r t  to  w ritin g  naked tru th .

P u b lish  i f  you d a re .
Y ours

John M organ.

*Who w ent to  p r iso n  fo r  c r i t ic is in g  
W ilson aloud. P e rh a p s  he took h is  
a rm -c h a ir  with h im  l EDS

IWW and A n a rc h is t P r e s s

Fellow  w o rk e rs .

W ith re g a rd  to  y o u r a r t ic le  "T hrough 
the  A n a rch is t P r e s s "  in  the  rev iew  
supp lem en t of the  M ay 24th is s u e  of 
FREEDOM .

F i r s t ly ,  though th e re  m ay  be a n a rc h ­
is t s  in  the  IWW, the  IWW p r e s s  and 
m em b ersh ip  is  not a  p a r t  of th e  a n a r­
c h is t m ov em en t, n o r  is  o u r  p r e s s  p a r t 
of the a n a rc h is t  p r e s s .

Secondly , o u r lo c a l p u b lica tio n . The 
In d u s tr ia l  U n io n is t, is  not an  "IWW off- 
sh o o t" , but an  IWW p u b lic a tio n , a s  i t  
s ta te s  c le a r ly  in  each  is s u e .

You can  check  o u r p o s itio n  and a t t i ­
tu d es  tow ard  a n a rc h ism  by  re ad in g  the 
po licy  s ta te m e n t on page 44 of ou r 
C o n stitu tio n , w hich is  a v a ila b le  from  
F reed o m  Bookshop o r  fro m  the  above 
a d d re s s ,  p r ic e  lOp p lus p o stag e .

We would a p p re c ia te  i t  i f  you could 
m ake th is  p o sitio n  c le a r  to  y o u r re a d e r -  
sh ip . I 'm  su re  we can  both se e  th a t 
th e re  is  no value in  be ing  m is le a d in g , 
a lb e it un in ten tiona lly .

Y ours fo r  the  W o rk s ,

E la in e  G odina, S e c re ta ry  
' G e n e ra l O rg an iz in g  C om m ittee/IW W ,

116 C hadderton  W ay, 
O ldham , L an cs . I

I t I I I I I I I t I I I t I I 1 I I I I I I t I I I I V t I I I I I

A GOTHENBURG fem in is t group is  
tak ing  re ta l ia to ry  a c tio n  ag a in s t k e rb -  
c ra w le r s .  W hen a c c o s te d , the  wom en 
throw  s o u r  h e r r in g s  and  w a te r  bom ^s 
in to  the c a r s .
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A NEW FREEDOM  PRESS
PU B LIC A TIO N

COLLECTIVES
in the Spanish
REVOLUTION
368 pages p a p e r  £2 

clo th  £ 4

THIS UNABRIDGED tra n s la tio n  of 
Espagne L ib e r ta i r e ,  1936-39 is  
without any  doubt the  m o s t im p o rt­
ant w ork on the*Spanish c o lle c tiv e s , 
containing m uch o r ig in a l m a te r ia l  
com piled by  the a u th o r fro m  h is  
observations a t  f i r s t  hand .

The volum e is  d iv ided in to  6ix  
p a r ts . The P re a m b le  c o m p ris in g  
four sh o rt but im p o rta n t c h ap te rs  
gives the p o lit ic a l and  econom ic 
background to  the  even ts  of 1936. 
P a r t  2 on A g ra ria n  S o c ia lisa tio n  
occupies som e 140 pages and b e ­
sides  d iscu ss in g  the  c o lle c tiv is t 
m ovem ent in  g e n e ra l , e sp e c ia lly  
in A ragon and th e  L ev an te , deals  

.in d e ta il with a  n u m b er of c o lle c t­
iv ised  towns and v il la g e s , th e reb y  
bringing out c le a r ly  the  m any dif­
fe re n t fo rm s a ssu m ed  by the co l­
le c tiv is ts . In  P a r t  3 the au th o r 
devotes som e 60 pages to  In d u stry  
and P ub lic  S e rv ices  including  such 
ex p erim en ts  a s  th a t of the  co llec t­
iv isa tion  of P u b lic  T ra n s p o r t  and 
the so c ia lisa tio n  of M edicine in  
C a ta lo n ia , to p ics  of bu rn ing  in t­
e r e s t  in  o u r own coun try  a t th is  
v e ry  m om ent. P a r t  4 d ea ls  with 
a  num ber of Town C o llec tiv es  and 
Iso la ted  A ch ievem en ts. The au ­
th o r then goes on to  d isc u ss  the 
P a r t ie s  and G overnm ents in P a r t  
5 , and in  the final sec tio n  draw s 
som e conclusions both on the 
ach ievem ents and the sh o rtc o m ­
ings of the  co llec tiv is t m ovem ent.

We believe th is  to  be one of the 
m o st valuable books published 
by FREEDOM PRESS and in  o r ­
d e r  to encourage  a ll FREEDOM 
s u b s c r ib e rs  to  sec u re  copies fo r 
th em se lv es  we a re  offering  i t  to  
t h e o n l y  to  pa id -up  s u b sc r ib e rs  
and new s u b sc r ib e rs )  a t  the sp e ­
c ia l reduced  p r ic e  of £ 1. 50 
( $3. 75) fo r the  p a p e r ed ition  and 
£ 3 . 00 ($7. 50) fo r the cloth e d i­
tion jgost^free^

T h is  sp ec ia l o ffer is  va lid  un­
t i l  the end of A ugust, and re a d ­
e r s  w ishing to  a v a il th em se lv es  
of i t  should send cash with o rd e r  
d ire c t to

FREEDOM PRESS
84b WHITECHAPEL HIGH STREET 
LONDON Ei Phone 01-247 9*49

INTERNATIONA!
NOTES
U SA  A m erican  police ch iefs a re

thinking about accep ting  'gay* 
cops in the  C alifo rn ian  fo rce  a f te r  the 
p assag e  of a  B ill leg a lis in g  adu lt con­
se n su a l a c ts .  The C alifo rn ian  police 
is  v e ry  w o rried  about th is . I t  says 
the m o ra le  of the fo rce  w ill be n com ­
p le te ly  d estro y ed 11.

"B efore  the B ill 's  fina l p a s s a g e ,"  r e ­
p o r ts  The O b se rv e r , "m em b ers  of the 
Senate w e re , l i te ra lly , locked up in the 
C ap ito l fo r s ix  hou rs  to  p re s e rv e  a  
quorum  so  tha t the S ta te 's  L ieu t-G over- 
n o r , M ervin D ym ally , could fly back 
1 ,000  m ile s  from  C olorado  to  c a s t  a 
tie -b re a k in g  vote . Some D em ocrats 
had c rack ed  a t the la s t m om ent u nder 
righ t-w ing  p re s s u re  and the vote was 
deadlocked fo r the f i r s t  tim e  in a  dec­
ade a t 20- 20. "

Los A ngeles' police d epartm en t d e s ­
c r ib e s  hom osexuals a s  " im m o ra l, ab ­
n o rm a l, p e rv e r te d , deg raded , em otion­
a lly  s ick  and. . . liab le  to  tu rn  again st 
f r ie n d s , fam ily  and coun try". Funda­
m e n ta lis t  m in is te rs  a g re e , saying  the 
ru ling  i 6 a "p lo t to  underm ine home and 
na tion".

AMERICAN re s e a rc h e r s  and g en e tic is ts  
have succeeded in  b reed in g  " to ta lly  
nude chicken read y  to m arch  s tra ig h t 
in to  the oven".

B ut, re p o r ts  the B ritish  o rgan isa tion  
C om passion  in W orld F a rm in g  , th e re  
a r e  d ifficu lties  which have caused  the 
C onnecticut r e s e a rc h e rs  a t the  U niver­
s ity  to  te rm in a te  th e ir  e ffo rt. " .  • . 
they  a re  too  damn c o ld ,"  says a U niver­
s ity  spokesm an , "they ju s t sh iv e r and 
huddle into a c o rn e r  to t r y  and get 
w arm , even a t room  te m p e ra tu re s . "

*
TOKYO A Japanese  a n a rc h is t died un­

d e r police in te rro g a tio n  r e ­
cen tly  a f te r  being a r r e s te d  a f te r  a 
bom bing inciden t. A n arch is ts  in  Japan  
a re  c u rre n tly  being sub jec ted  to  in tense 
p ersecu tio n  by the governm ent.

*

FRANCE The M einhof-Puig Antich
group have th rea ten ed  to 

k ill  the F rench  m in is te r  of Ju s tic e ,
Jean  Lecanuet. The M in is te r has r e ­
fused to  re le a se  Basque n a tio n a lis ts  
from  ja i l  in F ran ce .

*
SPAIN A ccording to a co rresp o n d en t 

of The T im e8, i t  is  now c e r t ­
a in  th a t the u ltra  r ig h t wing G u e rr illa s  
of C h ris t the King, the an ti-B asque  
t e r r o r i s t s ,  a re  d irec tly  linked with the 
Spanish po lice. The G u e rr illa s  have 
been m achine gunning and bombing bus­
in ess  e s ta b lish m e n ts , educational in s t­
itu tions and b a rs  throughout the Basque 
reg ion  in both Spain and F ran ce  . "I 
h a v e ,"  says the co rre sp o n d en t, "seen  
an official docum ent, supplied in ad v er­
ten tly  by the M in istry  of T ra ff ic , con­
firm ing  tha t a c a r  u sed  by the G u e r r i l­
la s  in  one of th e ir  n o c tu rn a l ra id s  be­
longed to  the G en e ra l S ecu rity  Agency. "

The s p ira l  of v io lence and the ex ten t of 
re p re s s io n  i s  sa id  to be com parab le  
only to  the y e a rs  im m ed ia te ly  a f te r  the 
C iv il W ar,

Spanish police m anning a  ro a d  block in 
San Sebastl n in the B asque coun try  
fired  on a c a r  fu ll of wom en and ch ild ­
r e n ,  c r it ic a lly  wounding an e ld e r ly  W est 
G erm an  w om an. The r if le  shot is  sa id  
to  have been f ired  a f te r  the c a r  had 
stopped. M eanw hile, in M adrid and 
V allalo lid  som e 30 p eo p le , including  
law y ers  and p ro fe s s o r s ,  have been  a r ­
r e s te d  fo r a n ti-p o litic a l a c tiv ity .

*
SWEDEN D espite  overw helm ing  popu lar

opposition , the  Swedish P a r l ­
iam ent h as  approved le g is la tio n  on a  
sw eeping n u c le a r  r e a c to r  p ro g ram m e . 
T h is  w ill m ake the Swedes the b ig g est 
p e r  cap ita  co n su m ers  of n u c le a r  pow er 
in the worL The la te s t opinion p o ll 
shows only one in ten  Swedes in favour 
of the expansion of n u c le a r  pow er.

In F ra n c e , following an a n ti-n u c le a r  
dem onstra tion  in F e sse n h e im , a m an 
and two boys have been ch arg ed  with b e ­
ing in p o sse ss io n  of exp losives. Now 
eighteen  com m unes of the B elfo rt reg io n  
have c re a te d  a n ti-n u c le a r  defence com ­
m ittee s  a f te r  the A rm y , w ithout any 
p r io r  consu lta tion , has decided to  build  
a n u c lea r  m is s ile  s ta tion  in the  a re a .
Land has been ex p ro p ria ted  from  the lo ­
c a l in h ab itan ts , and woods chopped 
down. The "P ln to n "  m is s ile s  a re  said  
to  be as  pow erful a s  the H irosh im a 
bom b. T h is new "M aginot line" h as  so 
fa r  co st four thousand m illion  f ra n c s .
The "P in to s"  a im  d ire c tly  a t  F e d e ra l 
G erm any , Sw itzerland and Luxem bourg.

In England the v e rd ic t of an inquest on 
the death of a  w o rk e r a t W indscale nuc­
le a r  fuel p lan t re p o r ts  tha t the cause  of 
death , a f te r  th re e  ex p o su res  to  ra d ia ­
tio n , w as acute tra c h e o -b ro n c h itis  and 
b ronch ia l pneum onia a f te r  a  m alignant 
d isease  of the bone m arro w  (m yelom at­
o s is ) .

*
W. GERMANY Some 250,000 p e tro l

pump a ttendan ts  have 
rece iv ed  m e ssa g e s , v ia  the o il com pa­
n ie s , from  the F e d e ra l p o lic e , ask ing  
fo r  help in  hunting down t e r r o r i s t s .  The 
police ask  the a ttendan ts to  spy ("keep a 
w atch on") su sp ec t c u s to m e rs  and note 
the co lour and num ber p la te s  of th e ir  
c a rs  so  th a t the  po lice  can  check up on 
them . In th e ir  "Note to  se rv ic e  s ta tion  
em ployees" the po lice  give tip s on t e r ­
r o r i s t  h u n tin g . A look out should be 
m ade for ob jects like  to o ls , so ld e rin g  
i ro n s ,  e le c tr ic a l  equ ipm en t, ch em ica l 
p ro d u c ts , w eapons, dum m y guns.
P o lice  co llabora tion  i s  sa id  to  be high 
in W est G erm any . R ew ards fo r in fo r­
m ation  concern ing  the L o ren z  kidnapp­
ing  exceeded 50,000 DM. A  union lead ­
e r  has sa id  the garage  a ttendan ts  w ill 
do th e ir  duty in  defending the d em o cra t­
ic  o rd e r ,  but th a t the  police w on't ex ­
p ec t them  to  becom e deputy sh e riffs .

The M in is te r of the In te r io r ,  M aihofer, 
has p re se n te d  a  re p o r t acco rd ing  to  which 
which the num ber of t e r r o r i s t  a c ts  in 
1974 (104) w as double th a t of the  y e a r  
befo re .

G .F .
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ANARCHIST CITY
c h m is t  u r r s  o c t  m o v in o  d v a r t m k n t

1. Upwards of a quarter or a million people will 
be attending this years Windsor Free Festival.

2. Not a few of these will at least be receptive to
the ideas o f FREEDOM  and ANARCHISM

Some of us have decided to build an ANARCHIST 
CITY within the festival itself.
So far we have two tents, a lot ideas and lots of 
faith. Wc need people who are prepared to act on 
ideas:
Bookshops Kitchens A massive Black Flag 

(a 200 foot flagpole is not unambitious) 
Duplicator (instant newspaper - pre festival news­

letter?) Thearte? National gathering? 
the possibilities s.a.c. to CLGMD

are 16 Kingsmill Ave.
limitless Whalley, Lancs

LATEST DATE fo r rece ip t of copy 
for next Review section  is  Monday 9 
June. AH other item s for inclusion 
in next issue  (news, le t te r s ,  contact 
colum n, o ther a r tic le s )  m ust a rr iv e  
at the v ery  la te s t by Monday 16 June

j •

subscribe
Six months . . . . . £ 2.00 (• $5.00)

T h ree  months . . . . £ 1. 00 ( $2.50X

I e n c lo s e ................
#

send

FREEDOM fo r . .
•

•
m

nA jnp.............. .. . . .
• .

a d d re ss ..........................................................

P u b lish ed  by F reedom  P r e s s ,  
London, E . 1. P rin ted  by 
V ineyard P r e s s ,  C o lchester.

M E E T I N G S  * *,

A. S. NEILL A ssn - w orking m eeting 
a t Life Span Commune (n ear Sheffield  
June 6 -7-8 . Bring bedding fit food. 
KidB w elcom e. D etails of m em b er­
ship & weekend from  R ay , 7 M anor 
Road E x tension , Oadby, L e ic s . (Our 
aim  to secure* g re a te r  fneedom for 
ch ild ren  fit support p ro jec ts  which
sh a re  th is a im ,)_____________________

. FRIENDS OF THE EARTH Bike Rally 
fit Demo Sun. 15 June County HaU 

■ 2 .30  p. m . to p ro te s t a t inadequate
prov ision  for cy c lis ts .______________
A lternate  Sundays, Hyde P a rk  A nar­
ch ist F o rum , 1 pm S peakers1 C o m e r 
S peakers , l is te n e rs ,  h e ck le rs  w elcm . 
E v ery  Sat, fit Sun. C en tro  Ib e ric o /In t 
L ib e rta rian  C e n tre , 83a  H averstock  
HiH,NW3 (entrance S tee le 's  Rd, 2nd 
door. Tube B elsize P k /C halk  Fm) 
from  7 .30  pm -d isc u ss io n , snacks. 
MANCHESTER. SWF weekly m tgs. 
Enq. S e c re ta ry , c /o  G ra ss  R oo ts,
109 Oxford Rd. M anchester Ml 7DU •

F rid ay  6 June . Up A gainst the Law 
Benefit (The G en era l WiU, B radford  
T hea tre  E x tra o rd in a ire , L a tim er Rd 
S tree t Band) N. London Poly  (P rince  
of W ales Rd) 7 .30  pm. 65p.
Wed. 11 June Ban H are C oursing . 
Lobby of M P's 2 ,15  a t House of P a r . 
( J .E .  H icks, A nim al A ction, 73 St. 
M ary 's  T ee. , H astings. (H artfield  627) 
Ju ly  2 6 -Aug. 22 . 'C onnections11 -  
live ,w ork ,p lay , le a rn  to g e th e r , w rite , 
think at L au ries  ton HaU, C astle  
D ouglas, K irkcudbrigh tsh ire , Scot­
land. Send sae for d e ta ils  .

PEOPLE/ORGANIZATIONS

REDESIGN : P r in t -  how to do it 
y o u rse lf Would anyone who has a 
copy and no longer needs it  get in 
touch before end of June\4th B rian  
F lem ing, B la ir field F a rm , B irk - 
h ill . Dundee
LIBRARY WORKERS contact M artin 
E v e re tt, 11 Gibson G ard en s, Saffron 
W alden, E ssex  CB10 1AW with view
to form ing a  network________________
POEMS fit SONGS wanted from  aU 
over w orld for Abolish W ar E ncycl/. 
Anthol. A n arch o -P ac ifis t, A ntim il­
i ta r i s t ,  A n tira c ia lis t, a lso  C O 's T r i ­
bunal S tatem ents. Any lang. M ark 
Wm K ram risch , 55 C am berw ell
Church S tree t, London SE5,________
WINDSOR F ree  F e s tiv a l, The P eo ­
p le 's  F e s tiv a l, on again fo r 9 days 
from  23 August. Needs your co­
operation. ADAM FR E E , BM/
Loving, London WC1V 6XX________

G R O U P S
lib e r ta r ia n  G roup-A bergafenni. 

Anyone in te rested ! n one contact 
31 Monmouth R d, Abe rgafenni. 
A narch ists  in H arrow  a re a  in te re s ­
ted in form ing group p lease  w rite  to  
C hris  R o sn er, 20 T resco e  G rd s . , 
R ayners Lane, H arrow  HA2 9TB. 
CORBY an arch is ts . F o r  ac tiv itie s  
w rite  7 C ressw eH  W alk, C orby , 
N orthants,

'COVENTRY. P e te r  C orne , c /o  Union 
of Students, U niversity  of W arw ick. 
DUNDEE, B rian  F lem ing, c /o  A narch­
is t Society, Students' Union, U niver­
s ity  of Dundee,. Dundee. Antmia.

EDINBURGH Box G ibson , 7 Union 
S tre e t, Edinburgh (te l 031-226 3073) 
GLASGOW G e rry  C ranw oU , 163 Gt. 
G eorge S tre e t, H illhead, G lasgow . 
PORTSMOUTH Rob A tkinson, 29 
Havelock R oad, Southsea, H an ts,
N. London A n arch is t W o rk ers  A ssn, 
w rite  BCM-N. Lon. AWA. LonWVIV 6XX 
NEW ZEALAND. Steve H ey, 34 
Buchanans Rd. C h ris tch u rch  4

.(te l. 496 793)
• • • • • •

«• *

P U B L I C A T I O N Si

ANARCHISM LANCASTIRUM No. 3 , 
8p+post from  A L , 16 K ingsm lH  Avenue, 
W halley, L an cs , o r  F reed o m  Bookshop 
DIRECT ACTION No. 7 out now. G rass  
R oo ts , 109 O xford Rd. M anchester 
Ml 7DU or F reed o m  B ookshop, 5p + 5£p 
INDUSTRIAL UNIONIST (IWW) No. 3 
F ro m  F reedom  Booksh. lOp + 5£p o r 
from  O rgan ising  C o m m ittee , 116 Chad- 
derton  Way, O ldham . (G re a te r  London 
L ocal rin g  W atford 39124)
THE MATCH \ U. S. A n a rch is t Monthly 
N ew s, rev iew s, h is to ry , th e o ry , polem ­
ic . $3.00 p e r  y e a r  from  PO Box 3480, 
T ucson , A rizona 85722. O r t r y  F reed o n  
Bookshop fo r specim en  copy 13^p p . f. 
ROADRUNNER, ra d ic a l C h ris tia n  m ag. 
fo r s tru g g les  fit c e leb ra tio n s  of re v o lu ­
tion . Sub, £ 2 .5 0  12 is s u e s ,  £ 1 .2 5  fo r 6 
Single copy 15p (+ 5 |p  post from  F r e e ­
dom B ooksh .) Issu e  58 out now - on 

j C arib b ean , Xian L eft, poem s on Middle 
E a s t ,  Islam.* S till som e no. 56 G iant 

• Health Issue  left.
; WILDCAT n o .8. 15p. Sub £ 2 .5 0  a y r  

(m onthly). Cheques to  A lte rna tive  P u b ­
lish ing  Co. L td . ,  Box 999, 197 Kings 
C ro ss  Rd. , London WC1

CONTACT
P R I S O N E R S

PAUL PAWLOWSK3, 219089, H. M. 
P r is o n , H eathfield  R d. London 
SW18 3HS. L e t te r s ,  p o s tc a rd s .
DUBLIN ANARCHISTS Bob CuHen,
Des K eane, Colum ba L ongm ore. Ad­
d re s s  fo r le t te r s  fit p a p e rs  M ilita ry  
Detention C e n tre , C u rrag h  C am p, Co. 
K ild a re , E ire .
STOKE NEWINGTON FIVE W elfare Com 
m itte e . Box 252, 240 C am den High St. 
London NW1. N eeds funds fo r books. 
GIOVANNI MARINI D efence C om m ittee 
Paolo  B ra sc h i, C P 4263, 2100 MILAN. 
The p o s tca rd  we m entioned in F reedom , 
a d d re sse d  to  M arin i in p r iso n  and with 
g ree tin g  in I ta lia n , is  s t i l l  av a ilab le  
from  F reedom  fo r 5£p (our postage to 
you) p lus a  donation fo r  the D efence.

NEXT DESPATCHING DATE fo r FR EK - 
- DOM is  T h u rsd ay , 19 Ju n e , Come and 

help from  2 pm  onw ards•• You a re  w el­
com e each T h u rsd ay  afternoon  to  e a r ly  
evening for folding and in fo rm a l g e t- 

i toge ther.
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Since 15 J a n u a ry  1975 the p r in tin g  
w orks of U N IPRIN T on the  o u ts k ir ts  of 
Copenhagen h a s  b een  out of o p e ra tio n  
as a r e s u l t  o f the  w o r k e r s 1 d ire c t  
action . U N IPRIN T is  p a r t  of a  b ig  
publish ing  c o n c e rn  ow ned by Kaj 
W in th e r , c o m p r is in g  W in th er P u b lis h ­
e r s  H olding, W in th e rs  F o r la g ,  W in ther 

* G ree ting  C a rd s  and  U n ip rin t. In a d d i­
tion Kaj W in th er p a r t ly  o r  to ta lly  con ­
tro ls  a Sw edish p u b lish in g  h o u se , F o r -  
lage t Gefion; tw o F in n ish  c o m p a n ie s ,
Oy V iihdek itju t and  O y F innbooks; the  
W est G erm an y  p u b lis h e r s  I  H V e r la g , 
and a  D anish  m a i lo rd e r  books f i rm  
F o rla g e t H o riso n t K o lp o rtag e .

The U NIPRINT se c tio n  is  a  h igh ly  de­
veloped p r in tin g  com pany  w ith  an  output 
of a p p ro x im a te ly  12 m illio n  books p e r  
y e a r - ’p o p u la r1 l i t e r a tu r e  su ch  a s  
W e s te rn s , c r im e  n o v e ls  and ro m a n ce s . 
T hese  65 ,000  books a  day a r e  tu rn e d  
out by 66 w o rk e rs  ( ty p o g ra p h e rs , l i th o ­
g ra p h e rs  and b in d e rs ) . T he follow ing 
account of the  occupation  i s  supp lied  by 
P re s s b a n d e n , an  a n a rc h is t  g roup  who 
have ju s t p u b lish ed  the f i r s t  is s u e  of 
nN otes fro m  D e n m a rk " , in ten d ed  to  in ­
fo rm  o th e r a n a rc h is t  p u b lic a tio n s  and 
o rg a n isa tio n s  on ev en ts  in  D en m ark .

TODAY U N IPRIN T - -  TOMORROW
YOU

The seq u en ce  of even t s ta r te d  when 
the m an ag em en t d e c la re d  th a t the  com ­
pany had  to  c lo se  down b ecau se  i t  w as 
u n p ro fitab le . 38 w o rk e rs  w ere  to  be 
f ire d  soon and the r e s t  w ith in  5 m o n ths.
It soon  b e ca m e  a p p a re n t th a t W in ther 
w an ted  to  t r a n s f e r  p ro d u c tio n  to  Sw eden , 
w h ere  p a p e r  p r in c e s  a r e  lo w e r , fo r 
one th in g , w hich  w ould im m e d ia te ly  
r e s u l t  in  a  10% in c re a s e  in  p ro f i ts .

As soon  a s  th e  w o rk e rs  got the  in fo r­
m a tio n  they  d e c la re d  a  s t r ik e ,  in  o rd e r  
to  u s e  the few re m a in in g  m onths of p r o ­
duction  to  pu t p r e s s u r e  on W in ther. 
boon a  b lockade on W in th e r’s p ro d u c t­
ion  w as o rg a n ise d  in  D en m ark , Sweden, 
N orw ay , B r i ta in ,  F ra n c e  and G erm any .

In s te ad  of the  conven tiona l w a lk -o u t, . 
w hich m eans th a t the  w o rk e rs  sp lit up 
and a r e  u n lik e ly  to  keep  in  c o n ta c t, th ey  
w ent each  day to  the  fa c to ry , not w o rk ­
ing  but hav ing  m e e tin g s , d isc u ss in g  the 
a c tio n , o rg a n is in g  in fo rm atio n  and 
su p p o rt, e tc . V e ry  soon a w id esp read  
netw ork  o f su p p o rtin g  c o m m itte e s  w as 
fo rm ed , sp re a d in g  in fo rm a tio n  in  the 
s t r e e t s ,  o rg a n is in g  pub lic  m e e tin g s , 
and a l l  the tim e  co llec tin g  m oney fo r 
the  su p p o rt of the s t r ik e .

Two w eeks l a t e r ,  on 28 J a n u a ry , 
a f te r  f ru i t le s s  n eg o tia tio n s  betw een  the

w o rk e r s ,  the union and the o w n er, the 
com pany w ent in to  liqu ida tion . Im m e ­
d ia te ly  the w o rk e rs  changed th e ir  a c t ­
ion  in to  a 2 4 -h o u r occupation , in  o rd e r  
to  p re v e n t th e  ow ner from , rem ov ing  
m a c h in e ry  and p a r t- f in ish e d  books.

P R O F IT , PR O FIT  and MORE PR O FIT

M ean tim e, the w o rk e rs  had got hold 
of the  com pany’s a  ccoun ts and w ere  
an a ly s in g  th em  to  se e  if  th e re  w ere  any 
b a s is  to the c la im  th a t U n ip rin t w as u n ­
p ro f ita b le . The acco u n ts  w ere  an in ­
c re d ib ly  co m p lica ted  s e t-u p , but i t  a p ­
p e a re d  th a t U n ip rin t i ts e l f  w as a 'h e a lth y  
com pany  but th a t ,  a s  p a r t  of the  W inther 
c o n c e rn , i t  had been ch arg ed  a lo t o f ex ­
p e n se s  paid  n o rm a lly  not by the  p r in te r s  
but by the p u b lish e rs  -  such  a s  co p y rig h t, 
s a le s  and a d m in is tra tio n  e x p e n se s , 
f re ig h t, e tc . F u r th e r ,  the r e n t  of the 
p re m is e s  w as too  high co m p ared  to 
s ta n d a rd s ,  And th e re  w as a la rg e  a c ­
count fo r  in te r e s ts  - - -  U n ip rin t w as 
b o rro w in g  m oney d e a rly  but lend ing  it  
v e ry  cheap ly . A ll in a l l .  U n ip rin t w as 
supposed  to  supp ly  the W inther p u b lish ­
e r s  w ith b o o k s, not tak ing  any p ro f it  i t  
s e lf  but leav ing  that to  o th e r p a r ts  of the 
co n ce rn  (fo r tax  r e a s o n s ,  p robab ly ).
Any w ay , i t  w as proved  th a t i t  would be 
p o ss ib le  to  ru n  U niprin t a s  a  p ro fitab le  
com pany w ithout cu tting  down on the 
n u m b e r of w o rk e rs  em ployed.

PO LIC E INTERVENTION

m ent going to  continue th is  p o lic y , a t  
the  w o rk e rs ’ e x p e n se , tc s tre n g th e n  the 
r ig h t w ing in  p a r l ia m e n t?

The M in is te r  o f J u s tic e  a n sw e re d  the 
f i r s t  q u estio n  with a  ’N o’, and re fu se d  
to  a n sw e r the o th e r  tw o , r e f e r r in g  to  h is  
f i r s t  a n sw e r . A nyw ay, he a d d ed , he 
saw  th is  not a  po lice  in te r fe re n c e  in  a  
la b o u r c o n flic t, bu t a s  an  in te rv e n tio n  in  
an  i l le g a l  occupation  of p r iv a te  p ro p e r ty .

PO LIC E j;;NP ACTION
T h e re a f te r ,  the  w o rk e rs  e s ta b lish e d  

an in te rm e d ia ry  h e a d q u a r te rs  in  a  fo r ­
m e r  inn  in  the neighbourhood and kep t 
on p a tro llin g  the  fa c to ry , n eg o tia tin g  
w ith the ow ner and h is  la w y e rs , and 
tra v e llin g  th e  co u n try  a d d re s s in g  in ­
fo rm atio n  m e e tin g s .

T he nex t b ig  even t w as on 14 M arc h , 
the  date  s e t  by the ow ner a s  the  u l t i ­
m ate  fo r a  p o s s ib ili ty  of 24 w o rk e rs  
re tu rn in g  to  w ork . The w o rk e rs  d idn’t
fa ll  in to  th is  t r a p  of sp littin g  th em  up;,.

• . . .

A ll 66 m en  re tu rn e d  and occupied  the 
fa c tb ry  fro m  7 in  the m o rn in g  u n ti l .  • 
they  once m o re  w ere  th row n out by the  
po lice  a ro u n d  7 in  the  ev en in g ; th is  
tim e  som e being d ragged  ou t, a s  they
didn’t  w ant to  leav e .

*
T h is  ep isode  m a rk s  the end  of nine 

w eeks of a c tio n , a s  s in ce  then  the 
w o rk e rs  have d e c la re d  th e m se lv e s  a s  
unem ployed and s ta r te d  tak in g  unem ­
ploym ent in su ra n c e  m oney.

s in ce  14 M arch  the figh t i t s e l f  h a s  
stopped , though in fo rm atio n  g roups of 
w o rk e rs  keep  tra v e llin g  th e  co u n try .
But by now (e a rly  May) m o s t of th e  
supporting  co m m itte e s  have stopped  
th e ir  a c tiv it ie s  and  nothing m uch is  
h e a rd  fro m  U n ip rin t. *

P a r t s  of the m ach in e ry  (book-b ind­
ing) have been  so ld  and m oved aw ay , 
but the r e s t  is  s t i l l  th e re  but the  r e s t  
is  s t i l l  th e r e ,  not being  o p e ra te d  e x ­
cept fo r the  e DB s e c tio n , ru n  by a  
s ta f f  of fo rm e r  fo re m e n . V e ry  few 
of the  w o rk e rs  have found o th e r  jo b s , 
w hich d o esn ’t n e c e s s a r i ly  im p ly  th a t 
th e y  have been  b la c k lis te d  a s  ru m o u r 
h as  i t ,  but p ro b a b ly  is  due to  th e  
g e n e ra l em ploym en t s itu a tio n .

I t  s e e m s  th a t the  b lockade of W in ther 
p roduc tion  is  s t i l l  r a th e r  e ffec tive  
th roughou t S cand inav ia , even  though 
'u n o ffic ia l ' - -  the whole ac tio n  being  
’i l le g a l’ a c c o rd in g  to  la b o u r  a g re e ­
m e n ts . W in ther h a s  t r ie d  to -g e t h is  
books p r in te d  in  P o lan d , 5.n E a s t  G e r ­
m any  and in  sp a in , up to  now , i t
s e e m s , u n su cc ess fu lly .

• • * • • • .  • ••

A nyw ay, due to  the  a c tio n  and the

A round five w eeks from  the s ta r t  of 
the  s t r ik e ,  on the even ing  of i 8 F e b ru ­
a r y ,  the po lice  ro lle d  up in fo rce  in  
fro n t of the fac to ry , T h is  w as the f i r s t  
t im e  in  40 y e a r s  th a t the  c a p ita lis ts  had 
gone a s  fa r  a s  getting  the police to  in te r ­
fe re  in  a  lab o u r co n flic t. The w o rk e rs  
w ere  given h a lf -a n -h o u r  to  leav e . As they 
th ey  had from  the o u tse t d e c la re d  tha t 
they  did not w ant to  get in to  p h y s ica l 
f ig h ts , they  le f t ,  w e ll co v ered  by a  film  
group and the  p r e s s .  T hey  s e t  up an 
in fo rm atio n  stand  in  fro n t of the  fa c to ry , 
and p a tro lle d  the a re a  to  p re v e n t the  
e n try  of s t r ik e -b re a k e r s  and the re m o v a l 
of m a te r ia l .

T h re e  days l a te r ,  betw een 3 and 4 
thousand  people d em o n stra ted  in  fro n t of 
the M in is try  of Ju s tic e  in  p ro te s t  a t the 
u se  of the  p o lice  in  th is  s itu a tio n . T he 
m in is te r ,  a  s o c ia l D em o cra t fro m  the 
n e w ly -e s ta b lish ed  s o c ia l D em o cra tic  
g o v e rn m en t, w as aske«*i th re e  q u e s tio n s :

1) Did the M in is te r  of Ju s tic e  have know­
ledge of the  po lice  ac tio n  ?
2) W as th is  the  f i r s t  m ove fro m  the So­
c ia l  D em o cra tic  g o v ern m en t, in  a  s i tu a ­
tio n  of w ide unem ploym ent - - t o  th row  
the po lice  a t the  w o rk e rs?
3) W as the S ocia l D em o cra tic  g o v ern ­ C ontinued on P age  10
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blockade, none of h is  books have been 
p rin ted  since  15 Jan u a ry , but from  h is 
la rg e  stocks of old m a te r ia l he has 
been able to supply the shops with a 
continuing flow of books -  o ld , though 
-  and th e re  could s t i l l  be stocks le ft, 
a s  the n o rm al re tu rn  percen tage  for 
tills kind of stuff from  the shops is  
around  50-70%. In o ther w o rd s , out 
of a num ber of books p rin te d , only 
30-50% is  so ld , the r e s t  going back 
in to  s tock , som e of it being sold la te r  
a s  sp ec ia l o ffe rs , e .g .  2- in - l  editions 
in  a  new c o v e r, e tc .

THE LESSONS

T here a re  s e v e ra l a sp ec ts  in the 
U niprin t action  which cause us to  pay 
so much attention  to  i t ,  a s  they could 
be showing a change in the w o rk e rsL 
ways of fighting in D enm ark.

T hese  a sp ec ts  a re :

A. Instead  of s tr ik in g  by leaving the 
fac to ry , which m eans tha t you

leave m ost of the in itia tive  to  the 
c a p ita lis ts , and tha t the w orkers  get 
sp lit up and a re  unlikely  to s tay  in 
touch , the w o rk ers  a t U niprlnt stayed 

» a t the spot throughout norm al working 
h o u rs , which m ade them  a jo in t unit 
so much h a rd e r  to a ttack , and enabled 
them  to c rea te  tha t base of support 
which made th is action strong .

B. L a te r , when the r is k  of an im m edi­
ate close-dow n w as ju s t around the

c o rn e r , the w orkers occupied the whole 
thing, a  gains taking the in itia tive  and 
making i t  im possib le  to touch any of the 
m achinery  o r sem i-m anufactu red  
products.

C. The action has proved what a jo in t 
so lid a rity , both within the facto ry

and in the population, sign ifies in  the 
c rea tin g  of a pow erful fight.

D. The im portance of the s trik in g  w or­
k e rs  contro lling  and spreading the

inform ation , juven when th is action was 
only p a rtly , and m ostly  u n sa tis fac to rily , 
covered  in the p re ss  th e re  has been a 
lo t of ‘new s1 c ircu la tin g , d irec tly  w rit­
ten  and published by the w o rk e rs , giving 
it  a whole new dim ension. F u r th e r , 
the w o rk ers  form ed inform ation groups 
tra v e llin g  the country n e a r and fa r  to 
m ake sp eech es , ad d ress  inform ation 
m eetings and d iscu ss io n s, a ll  in a ll  
giving you a d ire c t and non-corrup ted  
in form ation  supply.

E . The im portance of a d irec tly  w ork- 
e rs-co n tro lled  organization of the

action. B ecause any union in th is coun­
t ry  w ill be v e ry  unlikely to support you 
in c a se s  like th i s ; they have a lo t of 
deals with the c a p ita lis ts , a ‘duty of 
p eace1, and th e ir  own priv ileged  p o s i­
tion to  take c a re  of. M ostly, actions 
like th is  one w ill have to fight not only 
the c a p ita lis ts , but ju s t a s  much the 
unions.

j_ s t i l l ,  th is  case is  d ifferent on that 
point too , a s  the union, ‘G raflsk  K art-  
e l1, which is  an am algam ation of th ree  
unions -  ty p o g rap h ers , lithographers 
and bookbinders -  in fact have supported

* Pity the Poor
A SEVENTH MAN, by John B e rg e r  
and Jea n  M ohr. (Penguin -  P e lic an  
O rig in a l, £ 1 .0 0 )

THIS BOOK is  d esc rib ed  on the title  
page a s  "a  book of im ag es and w ords 
about the  ex p erien ce  of m ig ra n t w ork­
e r s  in  E u ro p e" . T h is  m ethod of com ­
piling  the book seem s to  be m uch m ore  
effective than  a ra tio n a l co lllec tion  of 
fac ts  which a re  then analysed  and d es­
c rib ed  to  the la s t  de ta il.

The photographs a re  in te rs p e rs e d  
with p o e try , with p ro s e , and th e  f r e ­
quent quotes (but not too  frequent) 
from  M arx. I t d e sc rib e s  the d re am s of 
e i th e r  to ilin g  p easan ts  o r  unem ployed 
la b o u re rs  in  co u n trie s  such a s  T u rk ey , 
Y ugoslavia , sou thern  Ita ly , Spain, and 
P o rtu g a l. If  only they can m ig ra te  and 
e a rn  enough m oney they  can re tu rn  and 
se t th em se lv es  up in a  sm a ll busin ess  
o r  build th em se lv es  a hom e, e t c . . . .

The d ream  then tu rn s  to  a  n ig h tm are . 
The c ap ita lis t sc ro u n g e rs  of E urope 
re a lis e  th is  w ill to m ig ra te  and w ork 
for low er w ages than the lo ca l w o rk e rs  
in  le s s  d e s irab le  jobs than the lo ca l 
w o rk e rs  would wish to  do.

Photographs of tre n d ily -d re s se d  G e r-

the w o rk e rs  of U niprin t quite w e ll, even 
m o re  unusually  as  the w o rk e rs  have 
kept the in itia tive  to  th em se lv es  a l l  the 
tim e .

T h ere  a re  re a so n s  fo r th is  /s u p p o r t /  
One is  th a t th ese  sk ills  a s  a whole a re  
in a  v e ry  p re se e d  s itu a tio n , a re s u l t  of 
the change in m ethods of producing  
p rin ted  m a tte r ,  with a tendency to  e l i ­
m inate th e se  sk ills . A nother is  that 
•G raflsk K a rte l1 is  re ce n tly  e s ta b lish ed , 
so  they would want to show a ra d ic a l 
face , the m ore  so because U niprin t w o r­
k e rs  m anaged to c re a te  a lo t of public ity  
around the action rig h t from  the s ta r t ,  
and w ere pow erfully o rgan ised  with 
strong  friends among o th er g raph ica l 

and in the supporting com m it-

F . The action w as from  the s ta r t  over­
run  by d ifferen t ‘left-groups* w il­

ling to take over the leadersh ip  and 
run the ac tio n , but they  w ere  a l l  told 
tha t of cou rse  they  w ere w elcom e to 
lend a hand in the p ra c tic a l ta s k s ,  but 
any decision  was to be taken by the 
w o rk e rs , and no-one e lse  could be 
given any position of in fluence, w hat­
e v e r. A v e ry  s trong  stand to  have 
taken , and very  im portan t - - a s  had 
some outside group taken o v e r, p ro b ­
ably  the fight would have faded into 
d iscussions concerning the co n stru c t­
ion of the revo lu tionary  p a rty  and 
w hether T ro tsk y  was a  revo lu tionary  
o r  a  b e tra y e r , e t c . ,  e tc . , which 
would im m ediately  have ended the 
fight.

w orkers
te e s .J f

Im m igrant*
• m an d o c to rs  giving m ed ica l te s ts  to 
T u rk s  en m asso  in Is ta n b u l, and o ther 
tre n d y  affluen t G orm ans giving the 
T u rk s  tra d e  te s ts  to  see  w hether they 
a r e  su itab le  fo r m ig ra tio n , show both 
the leng ths to  which the c a p ita lis t 
s c ro u n g e rs  w ill go to  find cheap com^ 
m odity  lab o u r and the d isdain  in which 
th e se  tre a c h e ro u s  d re am  b u ild e rs  hold 
th e se  p o o r w o rk e rs .

T he p ro sp ec tiv e  im m ig ra n ts  a re  so 
d e sp e ra te  th a t th e y  a r e  w illing  to put up

• with e n d le ss  h u m ilia tio n . T h is  is  p ro ­
bab ly  the f i r s t  t im e  anyone h a s  seen 
them  n ak ed , n e v e r  m ind en m a s s e . 
A lso , th e y  a r e  lab e lled  like  an im als

: w ith  fe lt pens (thank goodness i t  was 
no t a  b rand ).

The "lucky  ones" then go to  G erm any, 
S w itzerland , Sweden and B rita in . They 
find a  s tran g e  new w orld  w here th ey  
(a) cannot understand  what is  going on 
e n tire ly  (b) find they a re  kept a p a r t  and 
desp ised  by the loca l population , (c) 
find the tra d e s  they  w ere te s te d  fo r a re  
m o stly  obso le te .

M ost of the em phasis  is  on the t r e a t ­
m ent m eted  out to  the im m ig ran ts  in 
G erm any  and Sw itzerland . T h is  em ph­
a s is  is  tho rough ly  d ese rv ed  since these 
two co u n trie s  a re  n o to rious am ongst 
im m ig ran ts  fo r  th e ir  b a r ra c k  dwellings, 
sh ift s leep in g , and State ind ifference  to 
conditions of w ork and life  thoroughly 
unsu itab le  fo r good A ryan  w o rk e rs .

A cadem ica lly , the h igh ligh t of the 
book is  an an a ly s is  of w hat w ork  life 
does fo r the im m ig ra n t. The au thors 
d e sc rib e  the n o rm a l p e rs o n ‘s a w are ­
n e ss  of a life tim e  a s  being like a space 
around  and ye t w ithin the  p e rso n , w ith­
in  which e lem en ts  of p a s t and future 
a re  fre e  to  m in gle w ith the p re se n t. 
W hen the p e rso n  su ffe rs  a lo ss  (e. g. 
h is  f r ie n d s , fam ily , e t c . . .  back home) 
the p a s t becom es fixed and the future 
w ithdraw s. F o r  the im m ig ra n t, as fo r 
the  p r is o n e r ,  th is  p ro c e s s  goes a  stage 
fu r th e r  with the p a s t and fu tu re  locking 
to g e th e r ag a in s t the  p re se n t.

In B rita in  conditions fo r im m ig ran ts  
from  E urope a re  no lo n g e r a s  r e p r e s ­
sive as  they  s t i l l  a re  in  G erm any  and 
S w itzerland . T h is  is  because  in  B rit­
a in  the  co lou red  im m ig ra n t com m unity 
a re  the  new p a r ia h s . H ow ever, the 
feelings of lo s s  fo r  a life s ty le  and the 
locking of p a s t and fu tu re  ag a in st the 
p re se n t a r e  s t i l l  m an ifest in  one group 
of I ta lian  im m ig ran ts  th a t I  know of in 
the N orth  o f England

My fa th e r often goes out fo r a  walk 
in  the  N o rth ern  in d u s tr ia l town in 
which m y p a re n ts  liv e . He m eets  
m any fr ie n d s , a lso  tak ing  a  w alk , and 
th e ir  co nversa tion  i s  b a s ic a lly  about 
w hat they  did in the  v illage  tjefore they  
le ft and what they  w ill do before  .they 
re tu rn .

• • .  f — .  • .

Continued on Page 11
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The one* e le m e n t w hich  th e  book ig ­
no res i s  the  e ffe c t th a t  th e  w iv es and 
ch ild ren  have on the  m a le  im m ig ra n t 
w orker. W h ils t he c o n tin u a lly  w ish es  
to r e tu rn ,  the  w iv es lik e  th e  b e t te r  
•Jiving co n d itio n s  and  a b il i ty  to  c lean  
the house " a f te r  w o rk "  r a th e r  than  to i l  
being a  con tinuous p r o c e s s .  T he ch ild ­
ren  ta lk  in  E n g lish  a ro u n d  th e  hom e and 
laugh a t th e  v a lu e s  an d  t r a d i t io n s  of 
th e ir  p a re n ts .  T he tr a g e d y  i s  th a t 
these v a lu e s  and  t r a d i t io n s  a r e  no long­
e r  re le v a n t b a c k  in  S o u th ern  I ta ly  and 
these peop le  do n o t r e a l i s e  th is .

Some a c q u a in ta n c e s  o f m ine  have  a t­
tem pted to  r e tu r n  to  I ta ly . Som e have 
stayed bu t h av e  found th e y  h ad  to  w ork  
under even  m o re  r e p r e s s iv e  co n d itio n s . 
O thers h av e  found i t  u n b e a ra b le  and  
re tu rn e d  "h o m e"  to  n o r th e rn  E ng land .
The re a s o n  fo r  th is  i s  th a t in  n o r th e rn  
Ita ly , w h e re  m o s t  o f th e  w o rk  o p p o rtu ­
n itie s  l i e ,  th e  s o u th e rn e r  i s  th o ro u g h ly  
desp ised  both  b y  fe llow  w o rk e r s  and  
th e ir  e m p lo y e rs . T h e  s o u th e rn e rs  a re  
c r im in a ls ,  m a f io s i , a p t to  ge t e x c ite d , 
they1 r e  p e a s a n ts ,  and  have you se e n  
th e ir  h o m e s?

A Seventh M an does h ig h lig h t, s im p ly  
but e ffe c tiv e ly , how .this d re a m  of the  
m ig ran t i s  a  h o p e le s s  one. H is r e tu r n  
hom e is  u s u a lly  in  th e  fo rm  of long  h o l­
idays a t m o s t. T h e  r e a s o n  fo r  th is  i s  
tha t not only  i s  th e  im m ig ra n t exp lo ited  
by W este rn  c a p i ta l  bu t h is  c o u n try  is  
explo ited  to o . T o  m y  m in d , a  good ex ­
am ple i s  th e  c a s e  o f I r a ly .  You w ill  
re m e m b e r  th a t w hen th e  I ta lia n s  w ished  
to  im pose  im p o r t  c o n tro ls ,  th e  F re n c h  
and G e rm an s  got e x tre m e ly  annoyed.
Ita ly  i s  one of th e i r  la rg e s t  m a rk e ts .  
W este rn  c a p ita l  h a s  c o n c e n tra te d  dev­
e lopm ent of m a n u fac tu re d  goods fo r  
ex p o rt (to th e  d e tr im e n t of a g r ic u ltu re )  
in  a  s m a ll  p a r t  of n o r th e rn  I ta ly , and 
th rough  th is  w e s te rn iz a tio n  th e  coun try  
h as  becom e a  c o n su m e r so c ie ty  p a r  
e x c e lle n c e .

T he one hopefu l ch ink  of lig h t th a t  I 
have o b se rv e d  i s  a  p ro p o s a l  by v a rio u s  
of th e  le ft-w in g  p r e s s  (e. g. L 'E u ro p eo ) 
to  leav e  the  EE C  and c o n ce n tra te  t r a d e  
on a  M e d ite rra n e a n  C om m unity . T h is  
h a s  m e t w ith g re a t p ro te s ts  fro m  the 
N o rth e rn  in d u s tr ia l is ts .  W hilst r e -  

‘ p la c in g  one b u re a u c ra tic  m e ss  w ith 
p o s s ib ly  a n o th e r i s  n o t a lto g e th e r  d e s i­
r a b le ,  the  re a l is a t io n  th a t the  p re s e n t 
sy s te m  me r e ly  ex p lo its  I ta ly  i s  v e ry  
im p o rta n t.

U n fo rtu n a te ly , the Seventh Man does 
no t su g g es t an y  so lu tion  a p a r t  fro m  the 
g e n e ra l id e a  th a t so c ie ty  m u s t be 
changed so  th a t peop le  a r e  not c o n s tra in ­
ed to  e m ig ra te .

•

W hat i s  re q u ire d  is  ac tio n  both in  the 
co u n try  of o r ig in  and in  th e  "host"  
co u n try . In th e  co u n try  o f o rig in  the 
e x p lo ite rs  have to  be given s h o r t  s h r if t .  
A s fa r  a s  we a r e  co n cern ed  th is  can  
only be done th rough  e lim in a tio n  of the 
S tate . If i t  w as not fo r  the  S ta te , the  
la rg e  m u ltin a tio n a ls  would be Incapable 
of o p era tin g . In the  poor re g io n s  of 
I ta ly , fo r  in s ta n c e , p o litic a l c o n sc io u s­
n e ss  h a s  been  s u p p re s se d  fo r  a  long 
w hile and th is  m u st be aw akened in  som e

People * s 
D em ocracy
THE P E O P L E 'S  DEMOCRACY, by 
P a u l A rth u r (B lack sta ff P r e s s , B elfast)

* *

"CONTEM PORARY HISTORY e m b a r r a s ­
s e s  a  w r i te r  no t only because  he knows 
too  m u ch , but a ls o  becau se  what he * 
knows is  too u n d ig ested , too  unconnect­
e d , too  a to m ic . I t is  only a f te r  c lo se  
and p ro longed  re f le c tio n  th a t we begin to  
see  w hat w as e s s e n t ia l  and w hat u n im ­
p o r ta n t ,  to  se e  why th ings happened as 
th ey  d id , and to  w rite  h is to ry  in s tead  of 
n e w s p a p e rs ."  (R. G. Collingwood : 
Speculum  M entis : The Map of Know­
le d g e ,  London, 1924.)
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W ith  the  quotation  th a t in tro d u ces  th is  
book I found m y se lf  in  fu ll a g ree m en t as 
I had  done with an  o b se rv a tio n  contained  
in  the  p re fac e  by B e rn a rd  C r ic k . . .  
"S tudent p o litic s  i s ,  indeed , in m y opin­
io n , to  be c h a ra c te r is e d  by m ost of the 
th in g s i ts  c r i t ic s  say  of i t :  a s  a s ty le  of 
p o litic s  it  i 6 both too  a b s tr a c t  and too  
p a s s io n a te , too  m uch in a h u r ry , too 
m uch co m m itted  to  a b s tra c t  id eas  of 

• "T h e  P eop le" but often too  lack ing  in 
know ledge of o r  sym path ies with the 
a c tu a l a sp ira tio n s  of o rd in a ry  people. 
Young, in e x p e rien c ed , im p a tien t and 
t r a n s i to r y :  the  p ro fe ss io n a l p o lit ic ia n s1 
n ig h tm a re , not so  m uch because  of 
th re a t  a s  of ir re le v a n c e  and u n re lia b il­
ity . ”

The fate  of P . D. p ro v e s , i f  p roo f 
w ere  needed , th a t "u m b re lla "  m ove­
m en ts  blow a p a r t  v e ry  e a s ily  and th a t 
any p o litic a l p re s s u re  group im pelled  
by m in d less  a c tiv ism  and m isguided 
id e a lis m , o b sessed  too  with the idea  th a t 
i t  is  capable of p rov id ing  p o litic a l " le a ­
d e rsh ip "  (it frequen tly  c r i t ic is e d  the 
com m unists  fo r the la t te r  fau lt), be­
com es involved , sooner o r  l a te r ,  in  the 
headlong r e t r e a t  from  re a so n  and the 
flight fro m  re a li ty  so  c h a ra c te r is t ic  of 
fa sc ism . The p re se n t ro le  of P . D. a s  
apo log ists  fo r  the g reen  fa sc is ts  of the 
P ro v is io n a l IRA is  one tha t fits  PD  like 
a glove. Serious p o litic a l an a ly s is  and 
the w orking out of a coheren t p o litic a l 
th e o ry  b ased  upon re a li ty  and the d e v e l-:* 
opm ent of ap p ro p ria te  ta c tic s  and s t r a t -

m aiu ie r. F o r  th is  to  be ach ieved  cour 
co m rad es  ab ro ad  need a l l  the  help and 
so lid a r ity  we can m u s te r . T hus the p a r ­
a s i t ic ,  c ap ita l-d ev o u rin g  in d u s tr ie s  w ill 
be rep laced  by se lf -su s ta in in g  w o rk e r-  
con tro lled  econom ic ac tiv ity  based  on 
n eed , and not on an A m e ric a n 's , a G e r­
m a n 's ,  a  B rito n 's  o r  a  R u ss ia n 's  p ro fits .

In the h o st co u n trie s  the indigenous 
w o rk e rs  m u st re a l is e  the im m ig ran t 
w o rk e rs ' s tru g g le  m ust be allow ed to  
develop in  ev ery b o d y 's  in te re s ts .  In c id ­
en ts  such as  the  L e ic e s te rsh ire  A sians 
s tr ik e  of la s t  y e a r  a re  a d isg ra ce  on the 
whole B ritish  labou r m ovem ent which 
when i t  com es to  im m ig ran ts  d rops any 
facade of e g a lita r ia n  p re te n c e .

Nino Staffa.

egy a re  m a tte r s  th a t n e v e r  d is tu rb e d  the 
m inds of the PD le a d e rsh ip  v e ry  m uch , 
n o r  w as any s e r io u s  a ttem p t e v e r  m ade 
to  u n d e rs tan d  the m en ta lity  and a ttitu d e s  
of the U ls te r  P ro to s ta n ts  -  a m uch m a l­
igned , m isu n d ersto o d  and , by the PD , 
m is re p re s e n te d , com m unity .

One po in t not r e f e r r e d  to  in th is  book 
is  th a t a l l  of the le a d e rs  o f P D , F a n e ll, 
M cCann, D evlin , Boyle and the r e s t  of 
them  w ere  o u ts id e rs  in m o re  than  one 
s e n se . Not m e re ly  w ere  they  s tuden ts  

. lack in g , and fa iling  e v e r  to  e s ta b lis h , 
con tac t with w o rk in g -c la ss  bodies ; 
none of th em  cam e fro m  B e lfa s t, and 
som e so c io lo g is t m ay in fu tu re  ex p lo re  
th is  phenom enon and a t the  sam e tim e  
note how m any lead ing  e x tre m is ts  from  
both s id e s  of the p o litic a l divide cam e 
o rig in a lly  fro m  r u r a l  a r e a s .  M aire  
D rum m ond of P ro v is io n a l Sinn F e in ,
Ian P a is le y , John M cKeague and m any 
o th e rs  have th e ir  ro o ts  in the  c o u n try ­
side , and B elfas t th roughout i ts  h is to ry  
has p robab ly  im p o rted  m o re  p o litic a l 
dem agogues than  any c ity  of co m p arab le  
s ize  e lsew h ere .

• W hat w ill in te re s t  re a d e rs  of F R E E ­
DOM a re  the re fe re n c e s  to  a n a rc h is ts  
and a n a rc h ism  contained in  the  book, 
but the  a u th o r 's  knowledge of the  ro le  
p layed by a n a rc h is ts  is  extremely* 
su p erfic iaL  Sm all in  num ber though 
the a n a rc h is t group in B elfast w a s , i t  
w as c e rta in ly  not inactive  though i ts  
a c tiv itie s  w ere not n e c e s s a r ily  con*- 
nected  with PD . An a n a rc h is t banner 
w as c a r r ie d  on the B urn to lle t m arch  
and* c a r r ie d  by an a n a rc h is t ,  headed 
the su rv iv o rs  of the m arch  on th e ir  
a r r iv a l  in  D erry . One of the f i r s t  v ic ­
tim s  of a rm y  thuggery  to  be fram ed  on 

N a ch arg e  of d iso rd e r ly  behav iour and 
im p riso n ed  in  F e b ru a ry  1970 w as an 
a n a rc h is t ,  and before  the y e a r  w as out 
your co rresp o n d en t w as a r r e s te d  on a  
charge  of im peding the a rm y  du rin  g 
r io ts ,  held  in custody fo r a  week (owing 
to  an unfortunate  h itch  in  sec u rin g  
bail) and la te r  fined. The p e rio d  on 
rem and  w as re lie v e d  by v is i ts  from  
o th e r a n a rc h is ts  who u su a lly  adopted 
a ssu m e d  nam es fo r the  p u rp o se .

1970 w as an eventfu l y e a r  fo r a n a r ­
c h is ts  a s  two of them  had been  fined  in 
F e b ru a ry  fo r tak ing  p a r t  in  a  p icke t 
o rgan ised  by PD to  p ro te s t a t the  un ­
loading of cem ent from  Dutch boats  a t 
the  fish ing  p o rt of A rd g la ss . The c e ­
m ent w as being tra n sp o rte d  o ver the 
b o rd e r  w here cem ent w o rk e rs  w ere  on 
s tr ik e . Throughout 1970-71 a n a rc h is t  
and sy n d ica lis t l i te ra tu re  w as so ld  in  
B elfast but th e se  a c tiv itie s  w ere  
b rought to  an end in  A ugust 1971 when 
in te rn m en t w as in troduced  and gun- 
figh ts in  the s t r e e ts  m ade tra v e llin g  to  
m eetings a  h aza rd o u s b u s in e s s . John 
M cG uffin 's book In te rn m en t g ives an 
account of w hat happened to  th o se  a r ­
r e s te d  during  the in itia l  sw oop, but a r ­
r e s t s  continued throughout the  m onth 
and consequen tly  your co rresp o n d en t 
found h im se lf  in  the compound a t 
P a lace  B a rra c k s  in Holywood. An 
account of the in te rro g a tio n  p ro d ed - 
u re s  being  c a r r ie d  out a t the  b a rra c k s  
ap p ea red  in  FREEDOM  e a r ly  in  1972* 

The m ost im m ed ia te  and la s tin g  r e -  
- su it of in te rn m e n t, so  fa r  as PD  w as

C ontinued on P age 13 i
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SOME P E O P L E  becom e ra d ic a ls ,  o r 
s o c ia lis ts  o r ,  p e rh a p s , com m unists  by 
a c c id e n t; through s tru g g le ,th ro u g h  pub­
lic  m eetings o r  by p icking up a book in  
a NAAFI can teen  such a s ,  sa y , R o b e rt 
T r e s s a i l ’s The Ragged T ro u se re d  P h i l­
a n th ro p is ts  o r W illiam  M o rr is ’ News 
F ro m  N ow here, O th e rs  a re  sa id  to  be 
"b o rn 1' r e b e ls ,  o r  w ere  born  into  a  fam ­
ily  of r e b e ls .  I w as bo rn  in to  r a d ic a l­
ism .

None of m y fam ily , on e i th e r  s id e , 
w ere  ded icated  re v o lu tio n is ts  ; b u t, in 
th e i r  own w ays, they  w ere  a l l  so m e ­
th ing  of re b e ls  and ra d ic a ls .

My g ran d fa th e r on the N ew ell s ide  
w as born  in  1840, and died in 1926. He 
cam e from  T hetfo rd  in  N orfolk of p e a s ­
ant s tock . The N ew ells of E a s t  Anglia 
go back fo r  hundreds of y e a r s .  A few 
seem  to  have p ro sp e re d . And th e re  is  
a  legend tha t a w ealthy N ew ell in  L in­
c o ln sh ire  paid  s ix  poor widows a  c e r t ­
a in  sum  of m oney e v e ry  y e a r  to keep 
the lo ca l v illage  w ell in good o rd e r . 
Anyway, m y g ran d fa th er left T hetfo rd  
when he was six teen  (on h is  b irth d ay , 
som e sa id ), and walked a ll  the w ay to  
London. U ltim ate ly , he fin ished  up a t 
the  W orld ’s End -  tha t is  the p o o r end 
of C h e lsea . He becam e a building 
w o rk e r and then a s to n e m a so n ; and , 
ju s t b e fo re  the tu rn  of the cen tu ry , he 
w orked on the building of the now fam ­
ous, but u n safe , A lbert B ridge. He 
was an e a r ly  m em ber of a building 
w o rk e rs ’ tra d e  union and, though he 
n ev e r held  any kind of office in  the un­
io n , he was alw ays quite ac tive . In 
1900, following the death of one of h is 
sons (he fa thered  eleven ch ild ren) in 
South A frica , in the B oer W ar, he went 
up to  W estm in s te r and sm ashed  the 
windows of a num ber of "posh" p a tr io t­
ic  M en's C lubs, and shouted " M u rd e r­
e rs '.” . He seem s to  have escaped  a r ­
r e s t .  His second wife (m y fa th e r 's  
m other) was the daughter of a d a iry  
f a rm e r  -  from  Is lin g to n !

My g ran d fa th e r on m y m o th e r 's  side 
cam e from  M idhurst in S ussex , which 
when he was born  around  1870, w as 
s t i l l  feudal, with m any a r is to c ra t ic  
households and a rm ie s  of s e rv a n ts .
His nam e was W est -  th e re  a re  s c o re s  
of W est fam ilie s  in tha t p a r t  of the 
coun try  -  and the W ests w ere 
v illage a r t is a n s .  T hose who did not 
le a rn  a  tra d e  u su a lly  w ent in to  " s e r v ­
ic e ” . My g ran d fa th e r le ft schoo l at 
the age of nine and within a few y e a rs  
h e , too , went in to  s e rv ic e . He b e ­
cam e a footm an. L a te r , he becam e a 
b u tle r  to  Lord L a sc e lle s , the cousin  
of Q ueen V ic to ria . He once to ld  me 
how he was probably  one of the e a r l i ­
e s t  w o rk e rs  to  u se  a telephone. He 
conveyed the news -  from  Buckingham  
P a lace  -  to  Lord L asce lle s  of the 
b ir th  of P r in c e  E dw ard , la te r  to be 
King E dw ard  and , soon a f te r ,  the 
Duke of W indsor. Serv ice  of MThe 
Crow n” , how ever, soon ra d ic a lise d  
m y g ran d fa th e r. He re a lis e d  what a

u s e le s s  lo t the " ro y a ls ” w ere . And he 
spoke p a r tic u la r ly  of the E a r l  of 
B ac leau , whom he sa id  w as the m o st 
" fo u l-m ou thed” m an he had e v e r  h e a rd  
-  and m y g ran d fa th e r could a lw ays 
sw e a r with the b e s t of ’e m ! He then  
le ft s e rv ic e ,  went to  London w here  he 
f i r s t  becam e a b a k e r’s ro u n d sm an  an d , 
like g ran d fa th e r N ew ell, a tra d e  union­
i s t ,  an d , l a te r ,  the s e c r e ta r y  of an 
e a r ly  F rien d ly  Society  -  which w as 
quite an ach ievem en t fo r som eone who 
had le ft schoo l a t n ine. P o lit ic a lly , he 
m oved w ell to the le ft of the L ib e ra l 
P a r ty ,  ca llin g  h im se lf  a ra d ic a l. T hat 
w as in the days of the SD F, and  the 
e a r ly  IL P , but be fo re  the founding of 
the L abour P a r ty . H is wife cam e from  
the M id lands, and h e r  fa th e r  w orked in 
the Salt M ines (y e s ; we had them  in 
E ngland), n e a r  B irm ingham . She, to o , 
had been in  s e rv ic e ,  but soon re b e lle d , 
and le ft.

* # #

My fa th e r w as born  in  1896, and like 
m ost ch ild ren  of those  t im e s ,  w as sen t 
out to  w ork w ithin days of h is  fo u r­
teen th  b irthday . He w as ap p ren ticed  
to  en g in ee rin g , and subsequen tly  b e ­
cam e an e le c tr ic a l  e n g in ee r. E ven  a t 
fo u rteen , m y fa th e r b ecam e in te re s te d  
in p o litic a l ac tiv ity  and a rg u m e n ts .
(His f i r s t  love was alw ays fo o tb a ll; and 
he was a f i r s t - c la s s  a m a te u r p l a y e r . ) 
A round i9 i0 ,  a sm a ll g rcup  of d ed ica t­
ed m a rx is t- s o c ia l is ts  would, on a S at­
u rd ay  evening, put up a p la tfo rm  - 
com plete with Red F lag  - ju s t u n d e r the 
gas light opposite the  M ission , a t the 
W orld 's  End. And th e ir  sp e a k e rs  
would p ro c la im  in te rn a tio n a l revolution , 
and the overthrow  of the c a p ita lis t  s y s ­
tem . They w ere ca lled  "T he S oc ia lis t 
P a r ty  of G re a t B rita in ” . My fa th e r  
would l is te n ;  and he u su a lly  ag reed  
with what the sp e a k e rs  sa id . On an o ­
th e r  c o rn e r ,  quite often th e re  w as a 
second p la tfo rm . It belonged to  the 
"A n ti-S o c ia lis t L eague” , i ts  a im  being 
to  coun ter the "p e rn ic io u s  d o c tr in e s” 
of so c ia lism . In those fa r-o ff  days, 
th e re  w ere people who ac tu a lly  co n si­
d e re d  the SPGB to  be a danger to  e s t ­
ab lished  c ap ita lis t so c ie ty ! M ost of 
the  w o rk e rs , like m y fa th e r , g en e ra lly  
opposed the a n ti- s o c ia lis ts  -  so m etim es 
quite v io len tly . Indeed , desp ite  what 
people a re  told today, p o litic s  (and 
life  in genera l) w as f a r ,  fa r  m o re  v io l­
ent than it  is  in B rita in  today. Though 
m y fa th e r sym path ised  with what the 
SPGB spokesm en sa id , unlike h is  son 
fo rty  y e a rs  la te r ,  he n ev er jo ined  the 
Sm all P a r ty  of Good Boys. He alw ays 
w avered  betw een the  L abour P a r ty  and 
the C om m unist P a r ty ,  jo in ing  both a t 
v a rio u s  tim e s .

Soon a f te r  the end of the F i r s t  W orld 
W ar, m y p a re n ts  went to  live in South 
W ales. My fa th e r got a job a s  an  eng­
in e e r  a t  the A n g lo -P e rs ia n  O il W orks 
in L landarcy . He becam e an active  
m em b er of the E le c tr ic a l  T ra d e s  Union 
and , l a te r ,  w as the ETU re p re se n ta tiv e

on the Sw ansea T ra d e s  C ouncil, which 
w as som ew hat s u rp r is in g , s in ce  many 
W elsh w o rk e rs  - in  sp ite  of tn e ir  a l ­
leged  in te rn a tio n a lism  - w e re , I sup­
pose  qu ite  n a tu ra l* /,  .losctle  .y v ard h  
E n g lish  w o rk e rs . T h ey  sa id  tha t they 
w e re  tak in g  W elsh w o rk e rs ' Jobs (a cry 
th a t we have h e a rd ,  in  o th e r  con tex ts , • 
m any  t im e s ,  and in  m any  p la c e s , 
s in c e ) . U nem ploym ent w as r ife  in the 
v a lle y s  a t th a t tim e . And the conditi­
ons u n d e r which the  m in e r s  of youth 

.W ales to iled  and e x is te d  d u rin g  the early 
'tw e n tie s  a ffec ted  both  m y p a re n ts  con­
s id e ra b ly . N e v e r a w eek w ent by that 
they  did no t ,see a  dead o r  in ju re d  miner 
taken from  the p i t ,  o r  h e a r  of someone's 
husband  hav ing  b een  k ille d . And where 
m y  p a re n ts  liv e d , th e re  w as no am bul­
an ce . An old bus w as u sed  a s  an ambu­
lance  ; a  bus to  tak e  fo o tb a ll sup p o rte rs  
to  Swa n s e a  on a S a tu rd a y  -  and a s  a 
h e a r s e ! Since th o se  days in  South Wale 
W ales m y  p a re n ts  have had (m y fa ther 
i s  no lo n g er a liv e ) a  h e a lth y  h a tre d  of 
the  ru lin g  c la s s .  T h e ir  p ro f i ts  have 
l i te r a l ly  com e fro m  th e  blood of the 
w orking  c la s s .  As tim e  w ent by , and 
a f te r  h is  r e tu r n  to  London, though he 
w as a c tiv e  in  the G e n e ra l S trik e  of 1926, 
m y  fa th e r 's  v iew s m ellow ed  som ew hat; 
and d u rin g  the la s t  W orld  W ar, under 
the  in fluence  of two w ell-know n Commu­
n is t s ,  the  C a r r i t t s  of C ovent G arden  
(not the  m a rk e t) ,  he follow ed the CP 
" lin e ” and co n tin u a lly  c a lle d  -  a f te r  
Ju n e , i9 4 i  -  fo r  a  Second F ro n t. T his 
gave r i s e  to  h ea ted  a rg u m e n ts  a t hom e, 
a s  m y m o th e r c o n s is te n tly  opposed the 
w ar fro m  beginning  to  en d , even  to  the 
poin t of re fu s in g , a t  the  T r ib u n a l, to 
u n d e rtak e  any w ar w ork . L a te r ,  as 
the w ar d ragged  on , both m y  m o th e r 
and m y fa th e r  a s s o c ia te d  with an a n ti­
w a r p o lit ic a l g roup  w hich w as c a lled  
C om m onw ealth . T h ey  jo in ed  a  group 
baaed  in  t ’le  P r in c e  of W ales D riv e , 
n e a r  A lb e rt B rid g e , B a tte rs e a  (Lond­
on), w here  we lived .

* * *

Of m y r a th e r  re b e llio u s  fa m ily , only 
m y m o th e r s u rv iv e s . She w as b o rn  in  
1897. She is  n o t, and h as  n e v e r  been , 
an  a n a rc h is t ;  but she  would a c c e p t the 
g e n e ra l d e sc rip tio n  of l ib e r ta r ia n  so c ­
ia l is t .  At th ir te e n  y e a r s  of a g e , she 
shocked a  fam ily  g a th e rin g  by say ing  
th a ts  he did not b e liev e  tha t th e re  was 
a god. T h is  r e m a rk  evoked much 
d is p le a s u re , not so  m uch fo r i ts  cont­
e n t, a s  fo r the  fac t th a t,  in  1910, fe ­
m a les  -  and p a r t ic u la r ly  ones of th i r t ­
een  y e a r s  of age -  w ere  not supposed  
to  have op in ions, le t alone e x p re s s  
th em  public ly . At s ix te e n , m y m other 
suppo rted  the s u ff ra g e tte s , say in g :
"W hy shou ldn 't we wom en have the 
v o te ? ” She has to ld  nae s in ce  tha t 
she n ev er re a l ly  had m uch sym pathy  
fo r the r ic h  women who cam paigned 
fo r the vote (for r ic h  women* of 
c o u rse  !). I t  w as m e re ly  h e r  w ay of 
a s s e r t in g  h e rs e lf  in  a  p e rio d  when 
w om en 's " lib ” w as a lm o s t unthinkable. 
C om ing u n d er the  Influence of an o ld er
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The HAPOTOC
MANIFESTO
MOST OF MANKIND liv e s  u n d e r the c ru e l  h e e l of o p p re s ­
sion. We se e  th is  in  the m a ss  exp lo ita tion  and re g im e n ta ­
tion of a l l  th o se  who la b o u r w ith  lim b o r  b ra in . We see 
th is in the d o m e s tic  s la v e ry  of w om en . We see  th is  in the 
caging of m illio n s  of p r is o n e r s  in j a i l6 and co n cen tra tio n  
cam ps. A nd, above a l l ,  we se e  th is  in the la rg e - s c a le  u se  
of to r tu re  by c o r ru p t  ru lin g  c la s s e s  and b ru ta l  governm ents.

O p p ress io n  w as b o rn  w ith the em erg en ce  of so c ia l c la s se s , 
p riva te  w e a lth , the  dom ination  of w om en by m en , o rd e r - 
giving ru lin g  c liq u e s  and o rd e r - ta k in g  w orking  m a s s e s ,  the  
pyram id  fo rm  of s o c ia l  o rg a n iz a tio n , and s ta te  m ach ines in 
the M iddle E a s t  so m e th o u san d s of y e a r s  ago. And it w ill 
be ended on ly  w hen s t a t e / c l a s s  so c ie ty  i t s e l f  is  ended and 
rep laced  by a  h ig h e r  g loba l l ib e r ta r ia n  s o c ia l o rd e r  in which 
oppression  of m an  by  m an w ill  not be p o ss ib le .

The h ig h e s t fo rm  o? s ta te /c la s s  so c ie ty  is  the fa sc is tic  
and im p e r ia l is t ic  n a tio n -s ta te  of today. T h is  has a  m achine 
-like  s o c ia l sy s te m  in w hich the m eans of p ro d u c tio n , tra d e  
unions, ed u ca tio n , and g o vernm en t a re  being w elded toge th ­
e r  in to  a c o rp o ra te  s ta te  c a p ita l is t  w hole. Running th is  so ­
c ia l m ach ine i s  a c o n tro llin g  a r is to c r a c y  of te c h n o c ra ts , 
re a c tio n a ry  t r a d e  union le a d e r s ,  cap ta in s  of the fin an c ia l 
system  and in d u s try , s ta te s m e n , and lead ing  m a n ag e ria l 
b u re a u c ra ts .

The c o n tro llin g  a r i s to c r a c ie s  which ru le  e v e ry  na tion ­
sta te  in the w orld  a r e  the  ch ie f enem y of o p p ressed  m ankind 
It is  they  who have b u ilt the huge a r s e n a ls  of m ass  d e s tru c t­
ion and b rough t m ankind to  the  v e rg e  of to ta l d is a s te r .  It is  
these  in co m p eten ts  who a re  to  b lam e  fo r a l l  o u r su ffe rin g s  
and f ru s tra t io n s .

We stand  on the th re sh o ld  of g re a t th in g s . We p o sse ss  
the know-how and  the m eans to  to ta lly  a l te r  the w orld  in our 
favour w ith in  a s h o r t  space  of tim e . A lread y  it  is  p o ssib le  
fo r us to  con tem p la te  the lo n g -te rm  h a rn e s s in g  of a l l  a v a il­
able re s o u rc e s  w ithin  m ankind’s n a tu ra l  hom eland , the 
Solar sy s te m , E ven  now we can  fo re se e  a tim e  when our 
lib e ra te d  hum ankind w ill ev en tu a lly  link  up with o th er p lan e­
ta ry  c iv iliz a tio n s  in  in te r - s t e l l a r  space  which have long ago 
left behind the p r im itiv e  and b a rb a r ic  conditions of life  which 
which we a re  s t i l l  bu rdened  with.

A g re a t and m agnificen t fu ture full of hope and p ro m ise  
lie s  ahoad of u s . But our way fo rw ard  is  b locked by a so c i­
a l o rd e r  which is  a p riso n  for us and by p o w er-h u n g ry  ru lin g  
c la s s e s  fo re v e r  seek ing  to  keep us p r is o n e rs  of th e ir  system .

W ithin the p riso n  of th e ir  sy s te m  th e re  is  no fu tu re  fo r us 
- only a se rv ile  and m ean ing less  ex is ten ce  filled  with f ru s ­
tra tio n s  and the h ea rtp an g s  of a w o rth le ss  and a im le s s  life . 
But to g e th e r w e, the o p p re sse d  and lo n g -su ffe rin g  w orking 
m a sse s  of the E a r th , can b u rs t  through the b a rs  of the c o r ­
p o ra te  n a tio n -s ta te .

T h is  is  the g re a t h is to r ic a l  ta sk  of ou r tim e . I t  is  a ta sk  
which we a lre a d y  have the s tren g th  and the cap ac ity  to  c a r r y  
out. But it  is  a lso  a ta sk  which can only be u n d ertak en  by 
o u rse lv es . F o r  only we alone can lib e ra te  o u rse lv e s  from  
the m any yokes which bind u s  to a f ru s tra te d , t r iv ia l  and 
unw anted p re se n t.

HAPOTOC is  a g ra s s ro o ts  l ib e r ta r ia n  o rg an iza tio n  with 
ro o ts  reach in g  e v e r  deeper in to  the fe r tile  so il of the  w o rk ­
ing  m a s s e s , the p r is o n e rs  in ja i ls  and co n cen tra tio n  cam ps 
a l l  o ver the w orld.

We s ta r t  from  the b e lie f  th a t p r is o n e rs  and p r iso n s  fo rm  
an in te g ra l p a r t  of c la s s /s ta te  so c ie ty , and th a t they  w ill 
c ea se  to  e x is t only when th is  v ic iously  co m p etitiv e , c o r ru p ­
tin g , and dem eaning so c ia l jungle is  m ade a th ing of the 
p a s t. And in w orking fo r  the freedom  of p r is o n e rs  we a t 
the sam e tim e challenge the rig h t of the s ta te  to  ja i l  o rd in ­
a ry  fellow hum an be ings, p a r tic u la r ly  when the r e a l  c r im i­
na ls and t e r r o r i s t s  of our t im e s , the im p e r ia lis tic  s ta te s ­
m en and th e ir  hum an to o ls , go unpunished.

We a re  to ta lly  opposed to d ic ta to rsh ip s  of e v e ry  kind, 
including those  of the m isguided a u th o rita r ia n  " le f t" . We 
want to  throw  open the gates of a ll  p riso n s . Above a l l ,  we 
want to  sm ash  our way out of the cage of ex is tin g  so c ie ty  - 
the d e s tro y e r  of ou r p re s e n t, the cause of our f ru s tra tio n s , 
the so u rce  of a ll  the ev ils  which b ese t u s .

•

We in  Ha POTOC c a ll upon a ll those  wanting to devote th e ir  
liv e s  to  the finest cause in the w orld , the cause of hum an 
freed o m , to jo in  us -  today. With HAPOTOC you w ill find a 
sense  of p u rp o se , a refuge of co m rad esh ip , and a fu tu re  
filled  with hope and m eaning a s  to g e th er we fo rce  open the 
floodgates of hum an lib e ra tio n  -  with abso lu te  c e rta in ty  of the 
rig h tn ess  of our c au se , of the tru th  of our l ib e r ta r ia n  v is io n , 
and in the su re  knowledge th a t we a re  going to  succeed  in  our 
g rand  and w orthy aim .

The HAPOTOC C ollective .
P. O. Box 10638 
AMSTERDAM 
The N etherlands.

My Radical Forebears I suppose i t ’s in  the fam ily ,

P e te r  E . N ew ell.
w om an fr ie n d s , m y m o th e r w elcom ed 
and suppo rted  the R u ss ian  R evolu tion , 
though she n e v e r  ac tu a lly  becam e an 
E ng lish  11 B o lshev ik" , unlike h e r  friend  
w ho, in c id en ta lly , la te r  becam e a 
quite  w ealthy co u rt m ill in e r  and , at 
th e  sam e t im e , rem ain ed  a C om m unr 
1s t  u n til h e r  death a few y e a rs  ago a t 
the age of sev en ty -fiv e .

D uring the  ’tw en ties  and 'th i r t ie s ,  
m y m o th e r becam e the f i r s t  and , for 
v e ry  m any y e a r s ,  the only wom an in 
B rita in  to  s i t  on the com m ittee  of 
m anagem ent of a F rien d ly  Society.
As I m entioned above, she opposed, 
quite openly, the la s t  w ar from  beg­
inning to  e n d ; and w hat she sa id  ab ­
out ou r "G re a t L e a d e r" , W inston 
C h u rch ill -  even a t the he igh t of h is 
supposed p o p u la rity  -  is  a lm o st u n re a -  
p ea tab le . U nfo rtuna te ly , my m o th e r has 
alw ays had one g re a t p o litic a l b lindspo t: 
e v e r  since  1926 she has been a  c o n s is t­
en t, but v e ry  re lu c ta n t. L abour v o te r. 
She v o tes  fo r  the  L abour candidate  - -

" to  keep the T o r ie s  out" - -  r a th e r  like 
som e "anarchist^*  we a l l  know, and then 
condem ns every th ing  tha t a  L abour Gov­
e rn m en t does once in pow er 1 At one 
t im e , she knew R am say  M acDonald, 
whom she alw ays r e fe r s  to a s  R am say  
Mac.

It is  not s u rp r is in g , th e re fo re , tha t 
during the la s t w ar I a lso  jo ined the 
C om m unist P a r ty ,  only to  leave i t  ag ­
a in  in com plete d isag reem en t le s s  than 
eighteen  m onths la te r .  Soon a f te r ,  I 
began to  re ad  the w ritin g s , f i r s t ,  of 
Leon T ro tsk y  and then  of P e te r  K ropot­
kin. I w as influenced p a rtly  by the an­
a rc h is ts  (m ainly by P h ilip  Sansom) and 
p a r tly  by the SPGB (by Tony T u rn e r.)  I, 
like m y fa th e r and g ra n d fa th e rs , be­
cam e active  in  the tra d e  union m ove­
m ent fo r m any y e a r s ,  having been a 
shop s tew ard  and an offic ia l of the UPW. 
A fter m any y e a rs  in the SPGB, I le ft 
and becam e an a n a rc h is t (som e of my 
m a rx is t frien d s  say  tha t I have alw ays 
been one), and a lib e r ta r ia n  com m unist 
/s o c ia l is t .

____________ b o o k  r e v i e w ____________
P E O P L E ’S DEMOCRACY. , . from  P . 11
co n cern ed , w as th a t i t  saw  the beg in­
ning of th e ir  a sso c ia tio n  with the P r o ­
v is io n a l IRA. T h is  so m e rsa u lt s u r ­
p r is e d  m any people b u t, a s  1 have in ­
tim a te d , w as not re a lly  s u rp r is in g , 
as the PD  n e v e r  did have any c o h e r-  • 
ent ideology. E vidence of th is  is  
supplied  by Kevin Boyle (p. 46) who 
fe lt th a t the  dem ands fo r w o rk e rs ' 
c o n tro l in  in d u s try  w as not n e c e s s a r ­
ily  re v o lu tio n a ry , although i t  w as so ­
c ia lis t .  T h is , m ark  you, from  an 
o rg an isa tio n  which a lso  c la im ed  in 
som e m e asu re  to  be following in  the 
tra d itio n s  of Connolly. The pam ph­
le ts  and booklets on w o rk e rs ' co n tro l 
which w ere  being so ld  by the a n a rc h ­
is ts  m ight have enlightened som e 
m em b ers  of PD if  they  had been le ss  
b ig -headed  and le s s  su re  of th e ir  own 
im p o rtan ce .

H enry Bell.



A lectu re  by Geoffrey O stergaard  to the Commonweal T ru st 
Conference on 'Gandhi T oday ', a t Cheltenham , 17 May 1D75.

A BROAD assum ption underlying this conference is  tha t, in 
some way or o ther, Gandhi's life and work a re  re levan t to our 
own concerns, here in England today in the year 1975, Most 
people would think th is a highly questionable assum ption. For 
them , Gandhi is  little  m ore than the name of a dead politician 
who led the struggle for Indian independence and who, as a r e ­
su lt, earned his place in the h isto ry  books as the F ather of the 
Indian Nation. To those few of us who a re  p ac ifis ts , Gandhi is  
i s ,  of cou rse , a much m ore significant figure , and there  is  no 
g reat difficulty in justifying the assum ption of his relevance 
today. F o r m ost W estern p ac ifis ts , I think, the justification 
would take the form  of presenting Gandhi as the pioneer and 
p rac titio n er of the technique of nonviolent re s is tan ce . From  
this perspective , the significance of G andhi's life and work 
lie s  not so much in the p a rticu la r h is to rica l struggle in which 
he was engaged as in the way he conducted it. Gandhi showed, 
it  can be argued , that national liberation can be achieved with­
out arm ed  struggle and, m ore generally , that the re  is  a valid 
alternative to violent conflict and w ar — the nonviolent a lte rn s  
a tive , 'w ar without violence*.

Gandhi, perceived as the F ather of Nonviolent R esistance 
ra th e r  than as the F ather of the Indian Nation, is  undoubtedly 
s t i l l  relevant to us today. Living as we a ll  do under the omni­
p resen t th rea t of therm onuclear annihilation, the search  for a 
functional equivalent of w ar rem ains the f irs t  item  on the 
agenda in any program m e for human survival. Only slightly 
le ss  urgent is  the need to  perfec t and to popularise a technique 
whereby a ll those m inorities and groups who experience op­
pression  can struggle to  re s is t  and to  overcome that oppres­
sion nonviolently. To the extent that Gandhi provided insights 
in to , and lessons in , the nonviolent resolution of conflicts of 
a ll k inds, his m essage is  c lea rly  un iversa l in its  scope and
rem ains of abiding s ignificance.____________

OTHER DIMENSIONS
Having said th a t, I want, however, to go on to  suggest that 

th is  typically W estern pacifist way of looking at Gandhi is  mis- 
leading. It i s ,  so to speak, a one-dim ensional view of Gandhi 

.which seriously  underestim ates h is significance and, in addi­
tion , h inders the task of presenting his m essage as relevant to 
the concerns of the p resen t generation. A m ore rounded view 
of Gandhi would, I believe, bring into focus other aspects of 
h is life and work and p resen t a p icture which is  m ore appeal­
ing than that of the F ather of Nonviolent R esistance.

The m ajor source of the e r ro r  in the typical pacifist view of 
Gandhi l ie s , I think, in the m isconception that his essen tia l 
contribution was the development of a technique — a technique 
of conflict resolution. It is  generally  recognised, of course , 
that Gandhi was an exponent of principled nonviolence. That 
is  to say , h is  technique differs from  that p ractised  by those 
who, on occasions, adopt nonviolence on pragm atic grounds, 
because they lack the means of violence, o r  because they feel 
that in the circum stances in which they find them selves violent 
action Is inappropriate. The difference between principled and 
pragm atic nonviolence Is the difference between what Gandhi 
called the nonviolence of the strong and the nonviolence of the 
weak - -  the difference which prom pted him to  coin the te rm  
'sa tyag raha ' to replace the older and, from  h is point of view, 
m isleading te rm , 'passive resistance*. N evertheless, even 
when it is  eecognised that Gandhi's nonviolence was based on 
principled  grounds, i t  rem ains a m isconception to think that 
h is main contribution lies  in the development of a technique.
The p roper way to conceptualise Ganhian nonviolence is  to 
think of i t ,  not as a technique but as a whole philosophy of life , 
a com plete vision of what is  involved in being human and living 
in human society. In so far as a technique can be found in 
Gandhi, i t  is  a technique firm ly embedded in a philosophy of 
life and one that cannot be abstrac ted  from  that philosophy with­
out the danger of m isrepresen ting  what Gandhi was a ll  about. 
T here is  also the danger of undermining faith in the idea of 
nonviolence itse lf. If nonviolence is  trea ted  m erely  as a tech­
nique, it  becomes In effect a weapon — a weapon to  be used to

G eoffrey O stergaard  is  an anarch ist and a pacifist who spent 
a period as  visiting p ro fesso r of political science at Osmania 
U niversity  Hyderabad and has published , besides his book 
The Gentle A narch ists, many a rtic le s  and papers on the s a r -  
vodaya m ovem ent bee his a rtic le  MIndian anarch ism " in 
A narchy no. 42 (August 1964), in which a lso  appears an ac ­
count of the Sarvodaya Conference of 1973.
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prevent w ar, o r as a substitu te for w ar, o r ,  m ore generally , 
to wage conflicts. The question then im m ediately  a r is e s  of 
w hether o r not th is weapon Is re a lly  efflcactious. If the weap­
on is  employed and tu rn s  out not to be effective -  in the sense of 
not achieving the im m ediately  d esired  re su lts  -  the inevitable 
and n a tu ra l reac tion  is  to re je c t the weapon as  u se le s s . Its 
u s e rs  then re lap se  into apathy o r  tu rn  to o ther weapons - -  
the weapons of violence. Nonviolence a 9 a philosophy of life , 
how ever, does not lend its e lf  to such trea tm en t. A philoso­
phy of life Is based on a m etaphysic and involves a com m it­
ment to ce rta in  v a lu es , a com m itm ent roo ted  in faith ra th e r  
them in what can be ra tionally  o r sc ien tifica lly  dem onstrated .
In tha t re sp e c t, i t  is  not the kind of thing am enable to em p ir­
ic a l proof o r disproof. R a th e r, i t  is  an ex is ten tia l e x p re s ­
sion of how one chooses to view human life , i ts  m eaning and 
purpose, and to live It oneself in com oany with o th e rs .

HIS PHILOSOPHY .
G andhi's philosophy oi m e  was constructed  on the basis  of 

two c lose ly  re la ted  p rinc ip les : f i r s t .  T ru th , which fo r him  
had a much w ider connotation than the te rm  norm ally  has In 
E nglish , em bracing not only factual and log ical tru th  but also  
m oral and m etaphysical tru th . In its  deepest se n se . T ruth  
for Gandhi is  the U ltim ate R ea lity : hence his equation -  the 
re v e rs a l of the fam ilia r one -  T ru th  is  God. The purpose of 
life is  the search  for th is T ru th , and ' sa ty ag rah a1 m eans li t­
e ra lly  'f irm ly  holding onto t ru th ',  not, a s  it  is  com m only 
tran s la ted  into English, 'nonviolent re s is ta n c e '.  T ru th  in 
the deepest sense ex is ts  a s  an abso lu te , but m o rta l men - 
even M ahatmas -  can never g rasp  th is T ru th  in i ts  en tire ty .
The m ost they can do is  to g rasp  re la tiv e  tru th s , and i t  is  
for th is reaso n  tha t the sea rch  for T ru th  -  in Its  absolute 
sense - m ust be conducted in accordance with G andhi's s e c ­
ond princip le  : Nonviolence. N onviolence, despite the ap­
pearance of the te rm , is  not to  be construed  in a  negative 
way. It inc ludes, of co u rse , not harm ing  o r in ju ring  delib­
e ra te ly  o ther sen tien t beings, but i ts  m ore im portan t dim en­
sion is  positive. In its  positive a sp ec t, Nonviolence is  equi­
valent to that em b arrass in g  four le tte r  w ord: Love — 'lo v e1 
in the sense of ca re  and concern , and re sp e c t fo r o th e rs .

With T ruth  and its  obverse . N onviolence, as h is guiding 
p rin c ip les , Gandhi se t about his life 's  work -  a s e r ie s  of 
'E xperim ents with T ru th ', to use the title  of h is autobiog­
raphy. In the situations in which he found h im se lf, non­
violent re s is tan ce  against those rep resen tin g , as he saw i t ,  
various untru ths was frequently n e c e ssa ry ; but such a c tiv i­
t ie s , spectacu lar as they w ere and bringing him  as they did 
into public prom inence, w ere not the essence  of h is  w ork. • 
M erely getting rid  of the B ritish  R aj, fo r exam ple, was not 
his objective. That was only a n ecessa ry  step tow ards the 
achievem ent of r e a l  sw araj o r  self-governm ent - - a  com plete 
transform ation  of Indian society  and, u ltim ate ly , of the whole 
w orld. The e ssen tia l task  was not negative and destruc tive  
but positive and co n stru c tiv e : to  build a new so c ia l o rd e r  on 
the basis of T ruth and Nonviolence. G andhi's name fo r th is  
new society  that he envisaged was 'S arv ad ay a ', m eaning l i t ­
e ra lly  'the w elfare of a l l ',  but It m ight beet be tra n s la te d  in ­
to English by the Anglo-Saxon te rm , 'Commonweal*.

THE REAL GANDHI
The re a l  Gandhi, I believe, is  to oe iound not so  much in 

h is highly publicised re s is ta n ce  and c iv il disobedience cam ­
paigns, such as  the famous Salt Satyagraha of 1930, a s  in 
what he called his C onstructive P ro g ram m e. T his was a 
p rogram m e, developed p iecem eal over the y e a rs , of p ra c ti­
ca l ac tiv ities requ ired  to build the Sarvodaya society . In a 
pam phlet, entitled The C onstructive P ro g ram m e, o rig inaljy  
publiwhed in 1941 and rev ised  in 1944, eighteen item s a re  
lis ted . These a re  : the development of khadi (hand-spun, 
hand-woven cloth) and o ther village in d u s tr ie s ; the achieve­
ment of com m unal unity between Hindus and M uslims ; the 
uplift of the o u tcastes , the low est s tra tu m  of trad itio n a l 
Hindu socie ty ; se rv ice  to the aborig inal t r ib e s ,  and to lep ­
e r s  ; w elfare of the peasants and of in d u stria l la b o u r; the 
prom otion of Hindi as the national language and the develop­
ment of o ther p rov incial languages ; adult education and, fo r 
ch ild ren , the development of what Gandhi called  'b a s ic  edu­
cation* — a c ra ft-ce n tre d  education designed to  encourage
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s e lf - re l ia n c e  and s e lf -su f f ic ie n c y ; the  em an cip a tio n  of wom ­
e n ; an d  the a ch ie v em e n t of econom ic  eq u a lity  - -  the  la s t  be­
ing d e sc r ib e d  by G andhi a s  'th e  m a s te r  key  to  nonviolent
Independence '.

•> . .

At f i r s t  g la n c e , th is  a p p e a rs  a  som ew hat cu rio u s  hodge- 
. podge of i te m s .  B ut the  l i s t  w as in tended  to  be i l lu s tra tiv e  
r a th e r  th an  ex h au e tiire , and  w o rk e rs  w ere  inv ited  to  add to  it  
o th er i t e m s ,  c o n s is te n t  w ith T ru th  and N onviolence. And i t  
w as , o f c o u r s e ,  a  p ro g ra m m e  developed in  the Indian co n tex t,

- som e ite m s  hav in g  no re le v a n c e  ou tside  th a t con tex t.
GANDHI AS ANARCHIST

B ut, b a s ic a l ly ,  G an d h i's  C o n s tru c tiv e  P ro g ra m m e  ta k e s  on 
i ts  tru e  m ean in g  w hen i t  i s  see n  a s  a  p ra c t ic a l  id e a l is t 's  a t ­
tem pt to  m ove to w a rd s  h is  id e a l  so c ie ty . The sa lie n t fe a tu re s  
of th is  id e a l  -  the  fu ll sw a ra j of G an d h i's  d ream  -  m ay  be 
b rie fly  d e sc r ib e d . Since the s ta te  r e p re s e n ts  v io lence in  Its  
u ltim a te , o rg a n is e d  fo rm , I t  i s  a  s ta te le s s  o r  a n a rc h is t  so c i­
e ty , in w hich a l l  p o li t ic a l  and le g a l a u th o rity  h a s  been a b ro g a ­
ted , re la t io n s  betw een  people be ing  governed  on ly  by m o ra l 
au tho rity , s t r u c tu r a l ly ,  th is  so c ie ty  i s  h ighly  d e c e n tra lise d . 
C onsidered  a s  a p o lity , i t  i s ,  in  D asg u p ta 's  p h ra s e , 'a  g re a t 
so c ie ty  o f s m a l l  c o m m u n itie s ',  each  com m unity  being au to ­
nomous and se lf -g o v e rn in g  but linked  with o th e rs  in  a  non- 
h ie ra rc h ic  n e tw o rk . T he econom y is  c o n s is te n t w ith the po l­
ity , each  co m m u n ity  being se lf -su ff ic ie n t in  r e s p e c t  of i ts  
b asic  m a te r ia l  n e ed s  fo r  food, c lo th ing  and housing . The 
m ain in d u s try  i s  a g r ic u l tu re ,  and o th e r  in d u s tr ie s  and c ra f ts  
a re  o rg a n ised  on a  co o p era tiv e  and s m a ll- s c a le  b a s is . T h ere  
is  no la rg e - s c a le  in d u s try  involving th e  h e rd in g  of people in 
sp raw ling  in d u s tr ia l  c i t ie s .  T echnology is  f irm ly  u n d er con­
t ro l ,  w ith m a c h in e s , in  so  fa r  a s  th ey  e x is t ,  se rv in g  m en 
ra th e r  than  m en  se rv in g  m a ch in e s . P r iv a te  p ro p e r ty  r e la t ­
ions in  the  c a p ita l is t  sen se  do no t e x is t ,  having been t r a n s ­
fo rm ed  by the p r in c ip le  o f tru s te e s h ip  o r  re p la c e d  by com m on 
ow nersh ip . The s o c ia l  s t ru c tu re  i s  b a s ic a lly  c a s te le s s  and 
c la s s le s s .  S ocia l eq u a lity  p re v a i ls ,  but is  com bined with a 
deep re s p e c t  fo r  the  freed o m  of the ind iv idual. And the g re a t 
divide betw een  m e n ta l and m an u a l lab o u r h a s  been overcom e 
by the u n iv e rs a l  p ra c tis in g  of the  T o ls to y an  doctrine  o f 'b re a d  
lab o u r ' - -  the  d o c trin e  th a t a  m an m u st e a rn  h is  b re a d  by lab ­
ouring  with h is  own hands.

S tated  in  th e se  t e r m s ,  th e re  is  nothing re m a rk a b ly  o rig in a l 
in  G andh i's  concep tion  of the id e a l s o c ie ty . Although he a r -  

• r iv ed  a t i t  by  sp e llin g  out w hat he saw  a s  the p o lit ic a l, econo­
m ic  and s o c ia l im p lica tio n s  of T ru th  and N onviolence, i t  b e a rs  
s tro n g  a ffin itie s  to  th a t he ld  by m any 19th cen tu ry  l ib e r ta r ia n  
s o c ia l is ts  and a n a rc h is ts . Any o rig in a lity  th a t m ay  be c la im ed  
fo r  G andhi l ie s  r a th e r  in  h is  conception  of how such a socie ty  
can  be re a l is e d . C e n tra l to  th is  question  is  G andhi's  doctrine  
of ends and m ean s. A ccord ing  to  th is  d o c tr in e , in  the  sphere  
of hum an ac tion  ends and m eans a re  not sh a rp ly  sep a rab le .
A ll hum an ac tions a re  in fu sed  with v a lu es  : what a re  u su a lly  
c o n s id e re d  m eans a r e ,  th e re fo re , n e v e r m e re ly  in s tru m e n ta l 
o r  m o ra lly  n e u tra l . A ctions, o r  m e a n s , a re  e n d -c re a tin g  o r 
end8- in -v ie w . F ro m  th is  i t  follows th a t no m o ra lly  good end 
can  be ach ieved  by adopting im m o ra l, o r  even apparen tly  non- 
m o ra l, m e an s . T he good end cannot ju s tify  the im m o ra l 
m eans becau se  the end w ill not In fac t be achieved by the u se  of 
of such m e an s . In seek ing  to  achieve ou r e n d s , we can , 
th e re fo re , in a sen se  fo rg e t about the ends and concen tra te  on 
the m e a n s , in the s u re  knowledge th a t ,  if  our. m eans a re  good, 
ou r d e s ire d  ends w ill inev tab ly  follow . Applied to  the p ro b ­
lem  of ach iev ing  the id e a l so c ie ty , the  Sarvodaya so c ie ty , the 
G andhian d o c trin e  Im p lies  th a t we m u st a c t h e re  and now a c ­
co rd ing  to  the p r in c ip le s  of th a t so c ie ty . Since T ru th  and 
N onviolence a re  both ends and m e a n s , only by acting  now, 
tru th fu lly  and nonvio len tly , can  the d e s ire d  end be ach ieved . 
The Sarvodaya so c ie ty  w ill be r e a l is e d ,  and can only be r e a l ­
is e d , to  the ex ten t tha t you and I , and a ll  o th e r m en and wom ­
e n , a c t in th is  way. In  a s e n s e , G andhi's  u topia Is not in tend­
ed  p r im a r i ly  a s  a  p ic tu re  of a  fu tu re  so c ie ty : r a th e r ,  i t  i s  a 
wav of c o n c re tis in g  T ru th  and N onviolence so  a s  to  m ake them

a gude to  o u r p re se n t a c tiv it ie s . I t is  in the n a tu re  of id ea ls  
tha t they  can n ev er bo re a lis e d  co m p le te ly . The im p o rtan t 
tiling is  not to  a r r iv e  a t u to p ia , but to  t r y  e a rn e s t ly  to  tra v e l  
in tha t d ire c tio n , approx im ating  a s  c lo se ly  a s  one can to  the
Ideal. _________________ __ ____

THE IDEAL SOCIETY

G andh i's  C o n stru c tiv e  p ro g ra m m e , I am  su g g es tin g , 
should be seen  in  the ligh t of h is  concep tion  of the id e a l s o ­
c ie ty  and of the w ay to achieve i t .  A lthough the p ro g ram m e 
n a tu ra lly  b o re  the m ark s  of the  p a r t ic u la r  so c ia l s itu a tio n  in 
Tndta in  which i t  w as developed , im p lic it In i t  is  a b road  idea 
of u n iv e rs a l s ign ificance  : ra d ic a lly  tra n s fo rm in g  so c ie ty  
through T ru th  and N onviolence. The im p o rtan ce  th a t Gandhi 

, h im se lf  a ttach ed  to  the P ro g ra m m e , and a lso  the r e la t io n ­
ship betw een i t  and h is  cam paigns of n o n -co o p era tio n  and 

. r e s is ta n c e ,  m ay be judged fro m  two s ta te m e n ts  m ade to w ard s 
the end of h is life . A d d ressin g  the co n stru c tiv e  w o rk e rs  

; about the p ro g ram m e In 1944, he sk id : 'T hrough  it  you can  
• m ake the v illa g e rs  fe e l s e l f - r e l ia n t ,  se lf -su ff ic ie n t and fre e  
' so  th a t they  can stand  up fo r th e ir  r ig h ts .  If  you m ake a  r e a l  
a u cc ess  of the co n stru c tiv e  p ro g ra m m e , you w ill win Sw araj 
fo r India w ithout C iv il D isobed ience '. And e a r l i e r  in  1940 
he co n fessed : 'In  p lacing  c iv il d isobedience befo re  c o n s tru c t­
ive w ork I w as w ro n g .. .  I fea red  th a t I  should e s tra n g e  co - 
w o rk e rs  and so  c a r r ie d  on with im p e rfe c t N o n v io len ce .'
Even m ore  sign ifican t is  h is  la s t  m essag e  to the  Indian N ati­
onal C o n g re ss , w ritten  on the  eve of h is  a s s a s s in a tio n , 30th 
Jan u a ry  1948. In i t  he m ade w hat fro m  the standpoin t of the 
conventional po litic ian  can only be re g a rd e d  a s  the e x tra o rd ­
in a ry  p ro p o sa l: na tional Independence having been ach iev ed , 
the w ork of the C o n g ress  a s  a  p o litic a l p a r ty  w as d o n e ; i t  
shou ld , th e re fo re ,  disband and in  its  p lace should flow er an 
A sso c ia tio n  fo r the Serv ice  of the  P eo p le , a  co n stru c tiv e  
w ork o rg an isa tio n  whose ta sk  would be to  b rin g  r e a l  indepen- 

I dence to  the m ass  of In d ia 's  v illa g e rs .

The C ongress  p o litic ia n s , a s  we know, re je c te d  G andhi's 
p ro p o sa l an d , in s te a d , p roceeded  to develop independent 
India as  a conventional n a tio n -s ta te , A few m odest genu­
flections have been  m ade in th a  d irec tio n  of G andhi, such as  
se tting  up a  public com m ission  to p rom ote  khadi and o th e r 
v illage in d u s tr ie s ;  but the  m ain  th ru s t  of N eh ru 's  govern ­
m ent and its  su c c e s so rs  has been tow ards building a  m odern  
in d u s tr ia l  s ta te ,  equipped with a  pow erfu l a rm y  to  defend i t ­
self ag a in s t p o ssib le  a g g re s s o rs .  The ideo log ica l b a s is  of 
th is  developm ent h as  been an Indian v e rs io n  of dem ocra tic  
so c ia lism , involving c e n tra l  p lanning, na tio n a lisa tio n  of key 
in d u s tr ie s , an d , outside the public s e c to r ,  the en co u rag e­
m ent of con tro lled  cap ita lism .

BHAVE AND BHOODAN
. •• •

H ow ever, G andhi's m essage  h as  not been w holly ignored  
in h is  own coun try . A few thousand of h is  fo llo w ers , led  by 
Vinoba B have, have taken  up G andhi's C onstructive  P ro g ­
ram m e from  the point w here he le ft It and developed i t  fu r ­
th e r . The m ain focus of th e ir  a c tiv itie s  has been on t r a n s ­
form ing  re la tio n sh ip s  to  what is  s t i l l  the  ch ie f m eans o f p ro ­
duction in India -  land. To th is  end , a cam paign fo r Bhoo- 
dan w as launched in  1951 - -  a cam paign fo r v o lu n ta ry  g ifts of 
land fo r re d is tr ib u tio n  to  the lan d less  p easan ts  who co n stitu te  
roughly  o n e -q u a rte r  of In d ia 's  r u r a l  population. Out of 
Bhoodan developed the m ore  ra d ic a l cam paign fo r G ram dam  
(gift of v illage) — in effec t a cam paign fo r the v o lu n ta ry  so ­
c ia lisa tio n  of land by tra n s fe r r in g  Its  ow nersh ip  to  the  v i l ­
lage. But G ram dam  is  not m e re ly  a cam paign fo r land r e ­
fo rm . R a th e r , i t  is  the p ra c tic a l  e x p re ss io n  and sym bol of 
a m ovem ent fo r the to ta l re co n s tru c tio n  of the s o c ia l ,  e c o ­
nom ic and p o litic a l o rd e r  in India and , u ltim a te ly , th rough - 

the w orld . Vinoba and h is  a s so c ia te s  see th em se lv es  as  
co n stitu tin g , so  to  sp eak , the  vanguard  of a u n iv e rs a l  m ove­
m ent fo r nonviolent so c ia l rev o lu tio n , lead ing  to  a w orld ­
wide Sarvodaya socie ty . Building on th e  foundations la id  by 
G andhi, they have been engaged over the la s t  25 y e a rs  not 
only in  the p ra c tic a l  w ork of Bhoodan and G ram dam  but a lso  
in  developing a co h eren t so c ia l philosophy. Since i t  i s  cm 
e x p e rie n tia l philosophy th a t is  re v ea led  only in and through 
ac tio n , the  philosophy of Sarvodaya is  not y e t fully w orked 
out. But It is  now su ffic ien tly  developed to  lay  c la im  to  be­
ing co n sid e red  a s  a se rio u s  a lte rn a tiv e  to  the  o th e r m ain  
so c ia l ph ilosophies and ideo log ies tha t com pete fo r the 
a lleg iance  of m ankind. G eoffrey  O ste rg a a fd .

. TO BE CONTINUED IN OUR NEXT ISSUE
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THROUGH THE ANARCHIST PRESS
F ren tc  L ib e r ta r io , (published each 
month by the Iberian  F ederation  of 
L ib e rta ria n  Youth , F IJL , in P a r is )  
is  a  u sefu l source  of in form ation  on 
what is  going on inside Spain, e s p e c i­
a lly  in  the a n a rc h is t m ovem ent. T here  
is  u su a lly  good coverage of the in d u st­
r i a l  scen e , with a m onthly re ca p itu la ­
tion of s tr ik e s . Jo se  P e ir a ts ,  the  au­
th o r of two au tho rita tive  w orks on the 
ro le  of the a n a rc h is ts  in th£ Spanish 
R evolution, con tribu tes a colum n 
every  month.

A nother re g u la r  featu re  is  a colum n 
giving b r ie f  notes on clandestine publi­
cations rece ived  from  Spain. To give 
you an idea of the am ount of lib e r ta r ia n  
publishing tha t is  going on in  Spain 
despite the physica l re p re s s io n  tha t 
s t i l l  goes on in  tha t coun try , h e re  is  a 
l is t  of som e of the publications re p o r t­
ed by F ren te  L ib e r ta r io :

snraiCA LISM O r e v o l u c io n a r io .
No, 2 , Spring 1975. 8 p ag es , dupli­
ca ted , issued  by the A ndalusian R eg i­
onal F edera tion  (CNT-AIT). Contains 
a se lec tion  of good sh o rt a r tic le s  on - 
D irec t A ction, What is  A narchosyndi- 
c a l is m ? . A narchosyndicalism  and An­
a rc h is m , W orkers* Demands and 
V e rtic a l U nionism . The e d ito ria l po­
sition  is  fo r d irec t w o rk e rs’ con tro l, 
using  m andated delegates e lec ted  at 
g en era l a ssem b lies ,
CUADERNOS DE ACCION ANARCO- 
SENDICALISTA No. 1 , 1974, from  
B arcelona. Contains a collective 
work by young m ilitan ts  aim ing to r e ­
co n stru c t the anarcho -synd ica lis t 
m ovem ent, divided into th ree  p a r ts  :
1) th e se s  on the p re se n t situation of 
the m ovem ent, 2) causes of the c r is is  
in  the lib e rta r ia n  m ovem ent, 3) A lte r­
native ways of reco n stru c tin g  the 
m ovem ent.
OPCION LIBERT ARIA. A d iscussion  
bulletin  fo r a ll  l ib e r ta r ia n s . No. 3 , 
O ctober 1974. A new s e r ie s  of the 
in te rn a l bulletin  Opcion , brought out 
with the ag reem en t of the clandestine 
lib e r ta r ia n  conference held  in Spain 
in Spring 1974. Contains m a te r ia l 
about Autonomous G roups, e tc . 
FEDERACION, No. 1, Jan u ary  1975. 
A m ore  in te llec tu a l rev iew , with lib ­
e r ta r ia n  tendencies. The f ir s t  num ­
b e r i6 en tire ly  concerned with a lien a­
tio n , beginning with a definition of 
freedom  (the possib ility  of choosing 
between a l l  a lte rn a tiv es  without any 
com pulsion). I t contains a r t ic le s  on 
-  Love as  a liena tion . W o rk .. .  ,  How 
to  use  your free  tim e . Substituting 
a e s th e tic s  fo r e th ic s , Consum ption as 
a  way of l ife , e tc .

PERSPECTIVAS SINDICAUSTAS, 
O ctober & D ecem ber 1974. A revo lu ­
tio n a ry  synd ica list publication (no ind i­
cation  of p u b lish er), i t  co n sis ts  of 
"N otes fo r F ac to ry  A ctions" and is  di­
v ided  into  two p a r ts ,  the f ir s t  dealing 
with m ethods of exploitation, cap ita lis t 
so c ie ty , revo lu tionary  s tru g g le s , 
s t r ik e s ,  p ropaganda, e t c . ,  the second 
with the fo rm ation , organization and 
function of the factory  council.
LIBERT AD, M adrid , Jan u ary  1975.

Bulletin of the Autonomous G roups of 
C onstruction  W orkers. T h e ir  p ro je c t 
is  to  link up with c la s s ic a l synd ica lism  
by applying i t  to p resen td ay  re a li ty  
using  such m ethods a s  open m ee tin g s , 
s t r ik e s ,  slow -dow ns, boyco tts , e t c . ,  
so  a s  "to  have done with cap ita lism  and 
the explo itation  and o p p ression  of m an 
by m an".

*
But not a ll  a n a rc h is t publications in 

b'pain a re  c landestine. The p arad o x i­
c a l fact about Spain in  the p a s t few 
y e a rs  is  tha t while the re p re s s io n  of 
a n a rc h is ts  by the» State h as  continued, 
the reg im e  seem s to have re lax ed  its  
e ffo rts  to  p rev en t the  publication of 
tex ts  on an a rch ism  by co m m erc ia l pub­
lish ing  h o u s e s ; they a re  even allow ing 
the publication of s a t i r ic a l  and avan t- 
garde m agazines. T his is  p robably  a 
re s u l t  of the strugg le  betw een the " lib ­
e ra l iz e r s "  and the "old guard" within 
the reg im e  fo r the successio n . The 
" l ib e ra l iz e r s " ,  who want to  take Spain 
into  the Common M arket, w ish to  avoid 
c en so rsh ip , if  a t a l l  p o ss ib le , a s  i t  
would dam age th e ir  im ag e , and the 
"old guard" have to  r e s o r t  to  "unoffi­
c ia l"  m ean s , such as encouraging 
young fa sc is ts  in th e ir  bombing of 
" lib e ra l"  bookshops.

Which is  not to say  tha t the " l ib e r ­
a ls "  a re  not obliged, now and again , 
to m ake g estu res  of censo rsh ip  (like 
the re c e n t tem p o ra ry  a r r e s t  of the ed ­
i to r  of the s a tir ic a l  m agazine, Cam bio 
16 ), to appease the "old s h ir ts " .  The 
effect of th ese  con trad ictions with the 
reg im e  is  th a t, tem p o ra rily  a t le a s t ,  
th e re  seem s to  be a v e ry  fluid s itu a ­
tion in publishing in  Spain.

F o r exam ple , F ren te  L ib e rta r io  r e ­
p o rts  the open appearance in  M adrid 
of the f i r s t  issu e  of a 1 ’m onthly indep­
endent rev iew " ^ n d ic a li^ m o , whose 
aim  is  to r e a s s e r t  the idea of the union 
as an independent body, not subord in ­
a te  to  any p a rty  or o th er bourgeois 
o rgan iza tion , capable of producing 
ra d ic a l tran sfo rm atio n  in the c u ltu ra l, 
p o litica l and econom ic s tru c tu re s  of 
the w orld. If i t 's  going to achieve

th is ,  i t  w ill have to c le a r  away the 
confusions about sy n d ica lism  in  .Spain, 
c re a te d  by y e a rs  of in iquitous N ational 
-S y n d ica lis t p ropaganda.

COLECCION ACRACIA

T h e re  i s  a  schoo l of a n a rc h is ts  which 
w ill a rg u e  th a t pub lica tions like  A job lan- 
co and Bookchin*s re v is io n  of anarch ism  
a re  allow ed in  Spain b ecau se  they  pose 
no id eo lo g ica l th r e a t  to  the  Spanish re g ­
im e : they  w ill equally  be ab le  to  deny 
th a t pub lication  of books like  M ujer y 
Socledad ("W om an and Society") by 
L id ia  F a lcon  (who is  s t i l l  being  held  by 
the Spanish a u th o r i t ie s ,  fo r  a lleg ed  in ­
volvem ent in  th e  bom bing of the  Cafe 
Roland) and U s s a g a r a y ’s h is to ry  of the 
C om m une, hold any  p o te n tia l fo r change 
W hat, h o w ev er, w ill th ey  m ake of a new 
s e r ie s  of books being  pub lished  in  B ar­
ce lo n a , by E d ito r ia l T u sq u e ts , ed ited  
by C a rlo s  Sem prun M aura (au tho r of 
R evolution e t  C o n tre -R ev o lu tio n  en 
E sp a g n e ) u n d er the ru b ric*  C oleccion 
A c ra c ia , w hose f i r s t  th re e  t i t le s  a re  
P roudhon 's  W hat is  P r o p e r ty ? , A rsh i­
nov’s H is to ry  of the  M akhnovist Move­
m ent and The A n a rc h is t M ovem ent in 
China by Scalapino & Yu? W ill they  
im pugn the s in c e r i ty  of (and the  r is k s  
being taken  by) th e se  p u b lis h e rs , who 
in ten d , in  the fu tu re , to  pub lish  Vernon 
R ic h a rd s ' E r r ic o  M a la te s ta , H is Life 
and Ideas , Sam Dolgoff’s se lec tio n  of 
Bakunin’s w ritin g s , a  book of e ssa y s  by 
C am illo  B e m e r i ,  a  h is to ry  of K ron­
s ta d t, and a  book on the lib e ra tio n  of 
w om en, ed ited  by M ary  N ash.

In the old days when p r in te r s  w ere 
p u b lish e rs , th e re  w ere  acknow ledged 
links betw een p rin tin g  and ra d ica lism . 
When the two tra d e s  w ere  d ivo .rced , 
th e re  was s t i l l  som e link betw een pub­
lish in g  and ra d ic a lism . Nowadays 95% 
of publish ing  and p rin tin g  a r e  c a rr ie d  
on fo r the  m aking of m oney o r  the  ad­
vancem ent of c a r e e r s .  T h ese  Spanish 
p u b lish e rs  a t le a s t  a r e  link ing  back  to 
the old tra d itio n , and putting them  - 
se lv es  on the line (in th e  b e s t T h o rro -  
vian way). D.

Freedom Bookshop
«

. W ilhelm Reich : The M ass P sycho­
logy of F asc ism  £ 1 .0 0 ( l3 p )

L isten  L ittle  Man £ 0 .5 0  (10p)
. ------- The Invasion  of C om pulsory

S ex-M orality  £0. 60 (lOp)
. --------- : Reich Speaks of F reud

- £0 75 ( l ip )
. R aoul Vaneigem: The Revolution of 
E veryday  Life (com plete) £1 . 80  (24p)

* Solidarity  (U. s . ): P ro legom ena to a
Study of the R eturn  of the R ep ressed  
in H isto ry  £ 0 . 60 (lOp)

* C reate  Situations (U, S .): The Begin­
ning of an Epoch £ 0 . 5 0  ( 8p).

The P o o r &. the superpoor
£0 . 50 ( 8p)

. Edw ard Aveling A E lean o r M arx ,
Aveling : Shelley’s Socialism

£ 0. 60 ( 8p)

BOOKSHOP open: T u e s - F r i  2 -  6 p .m .

(T h u rs  day t i l l  8 p . m
S aturday  10am  -  4pm

• * %

. Z ho res M edvedev: T en  Y e a rs  a f te r  
Ivan D enisovitch  £ 0 . 6 0  ( l ip )

. Tom  Mann ( e d .): The In d u s tr ia l  Synd­
ic a lis t  1910-1911 . F a c s im ile  r e p ro ­
duction of a l l  the i s s u e s ,  w ith an in ­
t r o .  by Geoff Brow n £ 1 .7 5  (17p)

^R ichard  and Anna M aria  Drinnon: 
N ow here a t Home : le t te r s  from  exile 
of E m m a G oldm an & A lexander 
B erkm ann £ 6. 00 (48p)

This week’s special:
N esto r Makhno P o s te r .  18" x l l £ M 
R ed on W hite. £ 0 . 2 0  incL  postage  
and packing.


