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The le t te r -b om b s ,  c i g a r e t t e  
packet bombs and v a r iou s  bomb
ing dev ices  l e f t  at shops and 
stat ions ,  a p e t r o l  bomb at the 
o f f i c e r s ’ c lub  at A ldershot  
military  base,  a l l  are some
body’ s propaganda. A manifesto  
from a group c a l l i n g  i t s e l f  
"Freedom F igh ters  f o r  A l l ” pro 
claimed that the bomb addressed 
to the Aldershot army o f f i c e r s  
was a warning to  a l l  op p ressors ,  
Britain in U ls te r  e q u a l ly  with 
Portugal in Mozambique. A s t a t e 
ment that the H arrods ’ bomb (the 
f i r s t  d iscovered  in a London 
store) was the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of 
the I r ish  R ep u b l ica n s ’ P u b l i 
c i t y  Branch, the message passed 
through Gerry Lawless, was at 
f i r s t  d iscounted .  I f  any claim 
of  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  f o r  other 
bombs and e x p lo s iv e  packages 
has been made the a u t h o r i t i e s  
have not re leased  and the media 
do not seem to  have announced i t .

Speculations are p o s s ib l e  in 
many d i r e c t i o n s .  The Guardian 
immediately suggested a s p l i n 
ter I r ish  Republican group with

ACCORDING TO the government, 
more married women and e l d e r l y  
workers must be a t t r a c t e d  back 
into employment in order  to  con
tinue B r i t a in 's  5 per cent 
growth rate .  Such are the ups 
and downs o f  the c a p i t a l i s t  
economic system that  only  during 
the winter o f  1971-72 unemploy
ment was in creas in g  at  an alarm
ing rate .  Even now i t  stands 
at 570,000. They inc lude  "the 
unemployable s ’*, those with the 
wrong q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  and those 
who have the s k i l l s  needed by 
the system, but happen to l i v e  
where they are not needed, and 
those who are changing t h e i r  
j o b s .

With vacancies  at 457,749, 
the government has t o l d  the TUC 
that i t  wants to  get  workers 
back into  harness who have the 
necessary s k i l l s .  R a is ing  th'' 
school lea v in g  age to  16 has a l 
so added to the sh ortage .

The government, in i t s  willing-

anarchist  connect ions .  we need there when tne bomb goes o f f ?  
not j o i n  in the specu la t ion s .
Who ?s i t ,  or who i t  can be The IRA has been causing e x -
pinned on, i s  the prime i n t e r -  p los ion s  which k i l l  f o r  f i f t y
est  o f  the p o l i c e .  The "whodun- years ;  th e ir  Protestant  coun
n i t ” excitement d i s t r a c t s  ord -  te rparts  are fa s t  drawing le v e l
inary people from considering  in te r ro r  t a c t i c s .  There i s  no
whether i t  has anything to do place f o r  the anarchist  in
with them. e i th er  camp.

Uiy i t  i s  done is  the impor
tant thing f o r  those who make 
any kind o f  propaganda by deed, 
and the nature o f  the deed. The 
bomb i s  a dramatic but not nec
e s s a r i l y  c lea r  f igure  of  speech* 
What i t  i s  saying has to be 
understood by the people you 
are saying i t  t o .  The steep 
drop in recruitment f igu res  
could mean that the Ulster t e r 
ror  has got i t s  message to some 
who might have formed part of  
the army there .  What does i t  
say to  Cathol ics  who k i l l  Pro
tes ta n ts  and Protestants  who 
k i l l  C a th o l ic s ,  and both who 
k i l l ,  torture  and persecute and 
humiliate th e ir  own d e fec tors  
or suspected d e fe c to r s ,  or to 
the people who ju s t  happen to be

I f  these bombs are ju s t  say
ing ’ Get out o f  Ireland and l e t  
another ru l in g  group take o v e r ’ 
th e ir  message is  f a l l i n g  on deaf 
ears.  I f  they are meant to 
fr igh ten  those who are convinced 
o f  the r ightness  o f  th e i r  p o s i 
t ion  they are f u t i l e .

1 .5 m  v
F u t i le  a lso  are the savage

10-year pr ison  sentences passed 
la s t  year on f i v e  young people 
convicted  o f  consp iracy  to 
cause exp los ion s  claimed by ’ The 
Angry B rigade ’ , but w i l l  the 
government, the p o l i c e ,  the 
l i b e r a l  press who now make the 
’ Angry B rigade ’ analogy with 
some o f  the present bombs get 
th is  message?
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ness to  a s s i s t  the employers to 
reap as much p r o f i t  as poss ib le  
from increased investment and 
subsequent growth, w i l l  allow 
f l e x i b l e  working hours fo r  mar
r ie d  women and part time working 
f o r  the e ld e r ly .  In th e ir  r e 
port  to the TUC they also  said 
that the government had eased 
r e s t r i c t i o n s  on earnings allow
ances f o r  pensioners and s h i f t -  
r e s t r i c t i o n s  f o r  women.

However, the Confederation o f  
B r i t i s h  Industry i s  not at a l l  
s a t i s f i e d  that the government 
has done enough. They have 
l i s t e d  15 po in ts  requ ir ing  
governmental a c t io n ,  inc luding 
b igger  in cen t ives  f o r  people to 
move to other areas f o r  j o b s ,  
nation-wide n o t i f i c a t i o n  o f  job  
vacancies ,  further  re laxat ion  
on the use o f  female labour and 
the lowering o f  the age f o r  
l o r r y  d r iv e r s ,  r e c y c l in g  o f  
s t e e l  and paper scrap by l o c a l  
a u th o r i t ie s  and p rov is ion  o f  
more creches and nursery s c h o o l s .

The managements of  B r i t i s h  in 
dustry are obv iou s ly  seeking to 
make the most o f  the present 
economic expansive boom. As a l 
ways they rush in to  make the 
quickest  p r o f i t  p o s s ib le  and 
when the boom runs out o f  steam 
they w i l l  s ta r t  sacking workers 
again. I t ’ s the same old. boom/ 
slump c y c l e ,  except that the 
graph o f  these c y c le s  now takes 
on a much more f la t t e n e d  l i n e .
The State i s  always ready to 
a s s i s t ,  with taxpayers '  money, 
to b a i l  out the system that 
fo rev er  seems to be seeking to  
destroy  i t s e l f  by i t s  own greed. 
Managements even want the l o c a l  
a u th o r i t ie s  to r e - c y c l e  waste 
and provide amenities so that  
they w i l l  be able to  r e c r u i t  
more labour and increase t h e i r f rp r o f i t s  from t h i s  e x p l o i t a t i o n .

I t ' s  su rpr is in g  how a t t r a c t 
ive our e x p lo i t e r s  make work 
when t t e y  ha.ve a f u l l  order 
book. While such inducements

Continued on Back Page



U n t i l  s o c i e t y  i s  f r e e . . . .

As a group s ta r ted  f o r  and by 
s in g le  mothers i t  i s  natural 
th a t  we should have qu est ion ed '  
the i n f e r i o r  status  con ferred  
on our c h i ld r e n ,  and overnight 
on o u r s e lv e s ,  without our per
m iss ion  and aga inst  our w i l l . IV

A l l  attempts to in t e r e s t  aca
demics and le g a l  experts  met 
with a w all  o f  in d i f f e r e n c e  —  
"Lawyers are required  to prac
t i s e  the law, not change i t . "

There are two approaches 
p o s s i b l e : -

*  4  |  |

l )  the r e fo r m is t
A | 9

2) the r e v o lu t io n a r y .
Ve looked at a number o f  an

t h r o p o l o g i c a l  and s o c i o l o g i c a l  
books and noted that the con -
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c e p t  o f  i l l e g i t i m a c y  was a d i r 
e c t  r e s u l t  o f  marriage and that 
marriage was a d i r e c t  r e s u l t  o f  
the male domination o f  the wo
man (the  w i fe )  and the c o n d i 
t i o n i n g  o f  woman to  b e l ie v e  she 
d id  not have sexual f e e l i n g s ,  
th a t  marriage was the only  r e s 
p e c ta b le  occu pat ion  f o r  a woman, 
e t c . ,  th ereby  ensuring that  a l l  
c h i ld r e n  born to  her were h is  
and no other  man's, in other  
words -  ' l e g i t i m a t e ' .

The Church found t h i s  s t y le  
o f  marriage very  conven ient ,  
f o r  i t  o f f e r e d  the p o s s i b i l i t y  
o f  r e s t r u c t i n g  sexual behaviour, 
thus f i t t i n g  in with the Church's 
n o t io n  that the f l e s h  was s in fu l  
and to  deny i t s  wants, a s p i r i 
tu a l  tour de f o r c e .

One cou ld  reform the i n h e r i t 
ance laws to improve the pres 
ent r ig h t s  o f  the i l l e g i t i m a t e  
c h i l d ;  and one ccu ld  presumab
l y  remove the concept  o f  i l l e g 
i t im acy  from the Statute book. 
This would no doubt be v i g o r 
o u s ly  opposed by many males in 
Parliament and the le g a l  pro 
f e s s i o n .  For those who wished 
to  ensure that th e ir  property  
and wealth went only  to b lo o d -  
c h i ld r e n  and not to usurpers, 
a b a t te r y  o f  b l o o d - t e s t s  are 
a v a i l a b l e .  But they might be 
in f o r  a shock. A medical r e 
search  p r o j e c t  on an t ibod ies  
revea led  unexpectedly  that in 
about 30$ o f  fa m i l ie s  involved 
in  a S.E. England town, the 
p a t e r n i t y  o f  the ch i ld ren  was 
in se r io u s  doubt;  and th is  
i s  con s id ered  a minimum be
cause the f u l l  range o f  t e s t s  
were not used and th is  f a c t o r  
had not been looked f o r .  So 
a change in the law would in 
f a c t  probab ly  only  r e f l e c t  the 
genera l  s i t u a t i o n .  But there 
i s  s t i l l  so much hypocr isy  
surrounding sex and marriage 
that  t h is  may not e a s i l y  be 
a c c e p t e d .

Vhy does there need to be a 
change? From what l i t t l e  i s

known, many iLJegitimate peo
ple ( f o r  th e ir  d o n 't  stuy 
babies or s t a t i s t i c s '  f e e l  
deeply offended by the idoa 
that they were somehow born 
out o f  s in ,  and are th ere fore  
a lso  " i l l e g a l " .  I t  can hove a 
d is tu rb in g  e f f e c t  on the s e l f -  
imuge and g ive  someone u chip  
on the shoulder. Some o f  these 
people blame t h e i r  mother 's  be
haviour and others blame s o c i 
ety and develop  strong a n t i 
s o c ia l  tendencies .  The simple 
f a c t  is  that the mother knows 
her own ch i ldren  but as she has 
such an i n f e r i o r  status t h i s . i s  
not much use. Change her s ta 
tus and you change the c h i l d ' s .
The word ' fa m i ly '  comes from 
the Roman 'famulus' meaning 
s la v e s .  And Romans were s laves 
to  the male head c f  each fam ily .  
When we r e a l i s e  that our family  
law is  traceable  back to Roman 
times, the p icture is  quite  
c l e a r .  The Church i n s i s t s  that 
the family  i s  necessary f o r  
ch i ldren  but th is  i s  b la ta n t ly  
untrue as i t  was conceived 
p r in c ip a l ly  to p ro te c t  property 
r ig h t s .  I t  is  up to us to f ind  
an a l te rn a t iv e .

The a ltern at ive  to law reform 
(which in c id e n ta l ly  would not 
g ive s ing le  mothers economic in 
dependence) would be the f o l l o w 
ing : -
1) Make sexual a c t i v i t y  worthy 

in i t s  own r ight
2) Accept communal re sp o n s ib i 

l i t y  f o r  ch ildren  and abolish 
the concept o f  " c o n t r o l l in g "  
them.

3) Abolish  the concept o f  " r e s 
p o n s i b i l i t y  to maintain" 
which i s  the S t a t e 's  way o f  
perpetuating the economic 
oppression  within the family.

4) Regard parents as ' c a r e 
ta k ers '  and give ch ildren  
freedom to leave the b i o l o 
g i c a l  fam ily .

S h ir ley  Frost 
Mothers in ActionV*. * * * . ML* w* V*

(N.3 .  Mothers in Action was 
s tarted  in 1567 and is  now 
j.rtnsure group fo r  cr.e-parent 
famiJ i c s . )

STOKE NEWINGTON FIVE
SOLIDARITY COMMITTEE
is at* 54 Harcombe Road
London N16.
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LIBERTARIAN EDUCATION 
NETWORK. Letters, material 
for Bulletin, circulars, etc. to 
Libertarian Education c / o  
1 Wilne Street, Leicester.
SE LONDON MENTAL PATIENTS 
UNION meets every Tuesday at 
8 p. m. at The Albany Community 
Centre, Creek Road, Deptford,
SE8.

SCOTTISH ANARCHIST 
FEDERATION: new Secretary 
is Chris Kerr, 9 Mayfield Tee.,  
Edinburgh 9.

T h ir ty -se v e n  drug a r r e s t s  (out 
o f  a minimun 8 ,000 a t te n d e r s )  
were made ut Windsor Great Park 
F e s t iv a l  up to Surday even in g .  
'R e le a s e '  accused Thames. V a l le y  
p o l i c e  o f  r e fu s in g  b a i l  to 
those charged (w ithout wurraits). 
A p o l i c e  spokesman c a l l e d  i t  
"a very  p e a ce fu l  g a th e r in g  or 
happening". A R e lease  worker 
was stopped at Windsor s t a t i o n  
by i> ' p l a i n '  c l o t h e s  policeman 
who wore a T - s h i r t  emblazon*d 
'Sexy R e x y ' , the R elease  man 
re fused  to be searched and was 
taken to  the s t a t i o n  on a pos 
s i b l e  ' o b s t r u c t i o n '  ch a rg e .  He 
was held f o i  two hours but not 
charged, although t o ld  h is  'case  
would be r e p o r t e d ' .  25 ,000  
young people  attended a pop 
f e s t i v a l  at Reeding. The a s s i s 
tant c h i e f  c o n s ta b le  sa id  there  
were no complain*s about co n 
duct .  Shops and p u b l ic  houses 
reported good beh av iou r .  Twelve 
people  were f in e d  f o r  drug o f 
fences  on Saturday. m — ___ ___ _

According to Tj^bune i t  i s  p os 
s ib l e  and accord in g  to E r ic  
H effer  d e s i r a b le  f o r  members o f  
Left-wing s e c ta r ia n  groups ( o . g .  
Tnte m a t  ional S o c i a l i s t s ,  Inter
national M arx ists .  Independent. 
Labour P a r t y ( ? ) ,  See.) to  be 
members o f  the Labour Party  and 
o f  th e ir  ov»n group. Reg. 
U n d erh i l l ,  Labour 's  N ational 
Agent, th is  th is  i s  not p oss ib le  
accord ing  to Clause 2. I . S . ' s  
bureaucrats ( in  the words o f  
Tribune) c o n s id e r  such back
s l i d i n g  (as  jo in in g  the Labour 
Party) a 'm orta l  s i n ' .

Mandrake ( o f  the Sunday T e l o -  
gjraph) r e p o r t s  a small ch e e r in g  
crowd gathered round a b la z in g  
b u i ld in g  (probably  in London).  
The b u i ld in g  in f lam es was the 
( s a f e l y  ovucuutod) Inland Reve
nue O f f i c e ,  In Frankfurt  crowds 
watched a 4 3 - s t o r o y  b u i ld in g  
bum with 'u n d ig u isod  j u b i l a 
t i o n '  ( Obso r v o r ) . I t was 1 Ire
I rank 1 ui t equive. lent o f  Centro 
Poinl -  a s p e c u la t iv e  o f f i c e  
investment. The p o l i c e  denied 
that it  was p o l i t i c a l  a rson .

4 4. I

----- •/ 7 * ^  j ^  ^  A

Wight, held a warder ut k n i fe  
point f o r  f i v e  hours demanding 
that h is  w i f e ,  who was in cu s 
tody in Londor. be al lowed to 
set' him. blu was rushed from 
London and the wardor was re 
leased .  P r is o n e rs  at b r ix l o n  
staged a s i t - i n  Lee a use* wives 
and ftipij l ios  had been turned 
av/ay f ron* v i » 11 s . V i s i t s  we re
r e s t r i c t e d ,  it  i s  s a id ,  because 
of pr ison of I icons*  g r ie v a n ce  
' g o - s l o w s ’ on v l s i l s .
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About Anarchism -  what anar
ch is ts  b e l i e v e ,  how a n a r c h i s t s  
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B i l l  from the BIT o f f i c e  w r i t e s :
Vp are hoping to  s e t  up a C r i s i s  
Centre as an a l t e r n a t i v e  to  a, 
mental h o s p i t a l .  I t  i s  in ten d ed  
to take p eop le  in a ’ f r ea k ed  o u t '  
s ta te  who would o th e r w is e  end up 
in a S tate  mental h o s p i t a l .  We 
have been o f f e r e d  s e v e r a l  low rent 
houses in London. We need p e o p le  
committed to  a l t e r n a t i v e  psychiatry 
to h e lp  s e t  up and run the c e n t r e .  
We are a l s o  b a d ly  in need o f  funds 
as we intend  to  pay the workers a 
l i v i n g  wage. For f u r t h e r  i n f o r 
mation c o n t a c t  B i l l  at  727 8786 
or w r ite  C r i s i s  C e n tre ,  c / o  
146 Great Western Road, London 
V . l l .

GAMES HAVE become an import
ant part of our lives. In our 
childhood we learned to play dif
ferent games of different degrees 
of difficulty. These games 
changed as our age changed and 
so did their degrees of difficulty. 
So what is the matter with games? 
Nothing is the matter with games 
in and of themselves. But it is 
the stakes o f  those games which 
make the matter serious and 
something which should be looked 
at.

In our childhood, we learned to 
play games for amusement. They 
were simple games with no stakes 
but enjoyment for everyone. As 
we got older, the games became 
m ore complex, more rigid with 
rules. We graduated to sports 
games which were more formal. 
We had organized tryouts, prac
tices, rules and schedules to fol
low, umpires to rule over d is
putes and as the games became 
m ore  rigid in their framework, 
they began to lose their amuse
ment functions. The importance 
of winning increased so that there 
were now stakes to the games. 
Pride, prestige were all served 
by the players. We began to 
measure ourselves, our success 
by how well we played the game, 
or rather, to what degree we won 
or lost. The fact of winning or 
losing was the measure of our 
success ,  regardless of how, as 
long as we did not get caught 
cheating.

The importance of winning has 
overflowed off the playing field, 
off the game board into everyday 
life. In the pursuits of academic 
endeavours, business, politics as 
well as social life, winning has 
becom e the pursuit of the players. 
With winning there is a victor and 
a loser .  And as the stakes in
crease  from  pride to individual 
freedom  to life itself, the price 
becom es awesome.

The victor of the game p ros 
pers, be it in the form  of p res 
tige, money, power or influence. 
But because there is a victor, 
there is also a loser who loses 
those same stakes. Politicians 
strive to gain m ore  and more 
political power at the price each 
individual citizen pays, the loss 
of the power he or she holds as 
an individual. Businessmen seek 
to expand profits, markets and 
fields of operation. Competitors 
are squeezed out so that the con
sumer pays prices for products 
which m ore  than pay for their 
value, profits going to the ab
stract individual called the c o r 
poration. The corporation feeds 
on the profits of its game by r e -
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cycling them back into the drive 
for more profits, further expan
sion, more products and wider 
markets. The game becomes 
self-perpetuating, never ending. 
Bureaucratic institutions cycle  
in the same manner. In govern
ment when a c r is is  arises  a c o m 
mission is created to deal with it 
but the solution of the problem 
would destroy the purpose of such 
a commission. Thus, a com p ro 
mise is followed where the c o m 
mission tries to keep in check 
those forces  which caused the 
cr is is  but not to solve the prob
lem for that would erase the need 
for an agency's existence. Such 
so -ca lled  efforts to solve a par
ticular social problem arc m ere ly  
efforts to keep it from reaching 
cr is is  proportions and thus, main
taining the status quo.

Game players are very c lo se -  
minded and dangerous in their 
thinking. By accepting a specific 
goal as the purpose of a specific 
game, a closed system is created 
in which the goal is the end and 
tendencies arise where any means 
become justified. The creation 
of such a closed system is a fan
tasy in a world based on reality 
and fantasies create a fairy tale 
view of the world. Such a view 
creates thinking like the following 
examples. The best way for the 
United States to defend itself is to 
maintain its nuclear supremacy. 
The best way to guard against 
germ warfare being used on us 
is to have a larger stockpile of 
these agents than they. The best 
way we can make profits in our 
manufacturing is to ignore nature 
and treat its supply of natural 
resources  (raw materials, water 
and air) as never ending. A ir  and 
water are free, free to pollute for 
profit. Such are a few examples 
of the insane conclusions arrived 
at by closed system thinking.

Another aspect of this type of 
thinking and a much m ore  serious 
aspect is the isolation of oneself 
in one group of p’eople based on 
religious, ethnic or national origin. 
Considerations such as 'them and 
us',  'the allies and the enemy', 
'heathens and pagans versus ch il
dren of  god' are all equally insane 
modes of thought as those in the 
previous paragraph. These modes 
of thought divide man from  man 
and show themselves in such 
games as strife between nations 
over boundaries, economic m a r 
kets, room  for population expan
sion, etc. Religious strife is the 
sarpe. Attitudes like 'we must 
bring Christ to the heathens' arise  
f r o m  the attitude that we are right 
and they are wrong. 'Them-us 
modes of thought leave the door 
open for all types of racial, eth
nical and religious slurs which 
start as defensive in nature and 
can proceed to aggressive action 
in the name of defence and p res -

Continued on Page 7



T H E  BRITISH Anarchist  M ove
m en t  is  in a m e s s .  In fact, it 
a lw ays  has been, simply because 
th e r e  never rea l ly  has been a 
B r i t is h  A n arch is t  Movement in 
the re a l  sense  o f  the word. For 
h i s t o r i c a l  reasons  there has never 
been , for  exam ple , a FAI as in 
Spain.

V  9 • • A • I

The A n arch is t  Movement in 
this country  is, and has always 
been , nothing m o r e  than a c o l l e c 
t ion  o f  d isparate  individuals and 
s e c t s .  And here  I must agree 
with G eorg e  W oodcock  (A narch 
i s m , p. 414) when he observ es :  
'E n g l ish  an arch ism  has never 
b e e n  anything e lse  than a chorus 
o f  v o i c e s  c ry in g  in the w i ld er 
n e ss ,  though som e o f  the vo ices  
have  been  rem ark ab le .  '

T h e re  have been t im es when 
c o n s id e r a b le  numbers o f  people, 
ca l l in g  th em se lv es  anarchists,  
have  been  active  in various fie lds.  
But the on ly  t im e that such indi
v idu a ls  have made any impact at 
a l l  w as  during the anti-B om b p e r 
iod  o f  the s ix t ies .  B efore  that, 
a s m a l l  a n a rch o -sy n d ica l is t  
m o v e m e n t  ca m e  to the fore ,  in 
s o m e  a rea s ,  during the two World 
W a r s .  And that is about all.

9V
A n a r c h i s t  Federation  o f  Britain 
D uring  the s ix t ies ,  however, a 
s o - c a l l e d  A n a rch is t  Federation  of  
B r i t a in  e m e rg e d ,  only to disappear 
a g a in  a lm o s t  as quickly. Why? 
P r i m a r i l y  b e ca u se  it was not an 
A n a r c h i s t  F ederat ion  at all.  At 
b e s t  it was a v e r y  lo o se  c o l l e c 
t io n  o f  groups  (never m o r e  than 
40 functioning groups) o f  people 
w h o ,  in the main, accepted  the 
la b e l  'a n a r c h is t ' .  The m a jor ity  
o f  th e s e  p eop le  w ere  either stud
ents o r  s c h o o l  tea ch ers  who ab
h o r r e d  the in crea s in g  trend t o 
w a r d s  centra l isa t ion ,  big 
o r g a n is a t io n s ,  to ta litar ian ism  
and, o f  c o u r s e ,  war in capitalist  
s o c i e t y .  T h ey  w ere  vaguely anti
author ity ,  and a lso  vaguely  'p a c i 
f i s t '  without, in m any ca se s ,  even 
b e in g  con v in ced  pac i f is ts  o f  the
P P U  type .  They had read a few 
F r e e d o m  P r e s s  pamphlets, taken 
out a y e a r ' s  subscr ip t ion  for 
F r e e d o m  -  and they wanted to do 
's o m e t h in g ' .  So, in the main they 
jo in e d  other p e o p le 's  o rgan isa 
t io n s  (CND and the like), other 
p e o p le 's  dem onstrations  (almost 
any dem on strat ion  as Tong as it 
w a s  protest in g  against som e 
e v i l ) ,  shouted a lm ost  m eaning
l e s s  w o r d s  or  slogans and, when 
m o s t  o f  the country  and the v a r 
iou s  'p r o t e s t '  groups had lost 
in te r e s t  in The Bomb, looked for 
som eth in g  e lse  -  such as squat
t in g .  But with the inevitable 
d e c l in e  o f  'p ro te s t ' ,  the e m e r 
g e n c e  o f  squalid little imitations 
o f  u rban  gu err i l la  groups with 
r o m a n t ic  t it les  such as the A ngry  
B r ig a d e ,  and the pathetic 'b om b
i n g s ' ,  fo l low ed  by po lice  h a ra ss 
m e n t  o f  m any  'a n a rch is ts '  and
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others, the so -ca lled  Anarchist 
Federation o f  Britain fell apart. 
F rom  personal experience of 
b ' . / ing kept in touch with many of 
the young, idealistic 'anarchists '  
of the sixties, one must now a s 
sume that most of the so -ca l led  
AFB arc  living 'norm al '  lives as 
teachers, bank c lerks  and Social 
Security o f f icers  throughout the 
country!

That this has happened is m ore  
or less  inevitable. Most o f  Brit
ain's 'anarchists ' have been young 
root less  idealists and university 
'intellectuals ' with no real under
standing of the kind of  society  
they live in, no solid working- 
c lass  backgrounds and even less  
w orking-c lass  understanding. 
Their flirtations with anarchism 
may, in the post-war climate, 
have been inevitable, but they 
were not of the stuff required to 
build up a serious anarch ist / l ib -  
ertarian movement or organisa
tion. Some militants have blamed 
F re e d o m , for years the only 
national anarchist publication in 
this country. They are, however, 
putting the cart before  the horse. 
F reed om  has only reflected  the 
'm ovem ent ' .  Hence its influence 
has tended to decline with the 
decline o f  the 'movement'.

* *
'Organisation Mad'
A s  the AFB declined, so other 
sm all  groupings have emerged. 
Those who have argued that these 
groupings attempted to 'split ' the 
A F B  have also put the cart before  
the horse .  The AFB, such as it 
was, has always been 'split ' .

The new groups, such as the 
A narchist  Syndicalist Alliance and 
the Organisation o f  Revolutionary 
Anarchists  have been accused of 
being 'organisation m ad ',  or of 
wanting to build up a kind of  l ib e r 
tarian IS. Compared with the 
com plete ly  disorganised nature of 
the anarchist 'm ovem ent ' in this 
country hitherto, they must indeed 
seem  to be 'organisation m ad '.  
Indeed, it is probably true to say 
that a few com rades  have tended 
in this d irection! This is not sur
prising. But, in m y  view, unless 
a lot m o re  anarchists becom e ' o r 
ganisation mad' within a very  
short time, there will  be no anar
chist m ovem ent at all in this coun
try . A n arch ism  as a theory may 
b ecom e  -  perhaps is becom ing  - 
the 'in thing', but anarchist act iv 
ism  w ill  m ost  sure ly  b ecom e  a 
thing o f  the past!

I am not, however, all that 
optim ist ic  that the m a jor ity  of 
present-day  anarchists w ill  learn 
the lessons  f r o m  the past. If a 
healthy anarchist m ovem ent does
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em erge ,  then it w ill  c o m p r is e  
com plete ly  new people. If such 
people com e  to anarch ism  in much 
the same way (protest m ovem ents ) ,  
and from  the same soc ia l  strata, 
it will m e r e ly  r is e  and fall in much 
the same way as it has done in the 
past. I have no i l lusions about 
the working c la ss  being ' inst inct
ive ly '  revolutionary  or  l ib e r t a r 
ian; but unless an a n a r c h is t / l ib -  
ertarian m ovem ent is rooted  
f i r m ly  in that c la ss ,  it w il l  once  
again get nowhere. T h ere  will  be  
no soc ia l  revolution. Protest ,  
despite  what som e c o m r a d e s  think, 
is  not enough. It might p o ss ib ly  
ass is t  the revolution, but that is 
all .  A fundamental change in 
so c ia l  re lationships is long o v e r 
due; such a change can only c o m e  
through revolution; such a r e v o lu 
tion m u st , as A lexander Bcrkm an 
em phasised, be p re p a re d ; it can 
only be prepared if  anarchists  and 
libertarians arc  organised  and 
ready to act as a catalyst, as an 
instrument, as a tool,  o f  the 
m ajority ,  of the working c la s s .
The w orkers  must emancipate 
them selves ,  as has been pointed 
out many tim es by som e co n tr ib 
utors to F r e e d o m , but they cannot 
do it 'out of the blue' in a c o m 
pletely spontaneous manner. 
Spontaneity is not enough. With
out libertarian organisation, 
counter-revolution  is, and has 
always been, inevitable.

th
Because o f  the bad im age that 
anarchists (as perhaps opposed  to 
anarchism) have in Britain, s o m e  
com rad es  have suggested that the 
word be dropped a ltogether.
Some libertarian  groups, like 
Solidarity, r e je c t  it except  to 
attack it. I have p re v io u s ly  
pointed out that a n a rch ism  'pure  
and s im ple '  is not enough, that 
it is a m e r e ly  negative d octr in e  
and that it m ust be linked with 
c o m m u n is m /s o c ia l i s m .  I do not 
intend to argue that again h ere .

It is, of  c o u rse ,  true  that the 
w ords anarchist  and anarchy have 
been m is re p re s e n te d  by  the m ed ia .  
This is to be expected .  A n a rch y  
is a lm ost  always equated with 
chaos (see. for  exam ple ,  the 
O b se rv e r  ed itor ia l  'A n arch y  in 
the A i r ' ,  1 2 .8 .7 3 ) .  But m o s t  
a lternatives  have a lso  been m i s 
rep resen ted .  V ide  co m m u n ism ,  
s o c ia l i s m  and the like. So, w hat
ever  one ca l ls  onese lf ,  one will 
always have to explain what one 
stands fo r .  The w ord  an arch is t  is 
useful b e ca u se  it, at least ,  d e m o n 
strates  that b e s id e s  w'orking for  
the com m on  ow n ersh ip  o f  the
m ean s  of  l i fe  and product ion  for 
use instead o f  pro f it ,  we a re  for 
a so c ie ty  without r u le r s ,  without
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authority. Socialists and com- 
munists, if they arc revolutionists, 
arc opposed to the present ruling 
class; \vc arc opposed to all rul
ing classes. We want a classless 
society. Because \vc do not want 
the capitalist class to rule, that 
does not mean that wc want the 
working-class to rule in its place. 
Actually, a little thought would 
soon demonstrate that such a con
dition was unobtainable anyway!

Know Your Theory 
One last point. I have often be- 
moaned the fact that so many 
anarchists in this country arc 
weak on theory, that they are 
quite brave on demonstrations 
and in confrontations with The 
Law (in a large crowd, I have 
found this to be pretty easy any
way). It is, in my view, very 
important that anarchist militants 
should always know their theory 
and be able to convince their 
fellow-workers of the need for a 
free society; but the other side of 
the coin is equally bad. The 'in
tellectual* in his Ivory Tower is, 
in the main, m ore  than useless. 
Writing learned treatises on anar
chism, or even aspects of anar
chism, which if  published may or 
may not find their way into 200 or 
300 libraries (on the shelves or in 
the back room) is not likely to do 
much for the social revolution.
And many of these 'anarchist in
tellectuals' don't believe in re v o 
lution anyway. Or in the c lass  
struggle.

Street-corner meetings are 
mainly a thing of the past. Dem
onstrations arc now few and far 
between. But the place of anar
chists and libertarians is still, to 
use a phrase, 'among the m a s s e s ' .  
Our authoritarian opponents and 
all the reformist organisations, 
even when they are not all that 
successful, are well aware of 
that. Witness: the Communist 
Party, the Socialist Labour 
League, the International S oc ia l
ists - and the National Front. 
Moreover, whilst som e of the s lo 
gans used not only by such r e fo r m 
ist groups, but also  by anarchists 
in the past, arc  pretty inane, wc 
should not forget the emotional 
approach. I am in com plete  oppo
sition to the ob jectives  o f  the Na
tional Front, and I abhor m ost of 
the views espounded by its leader, 
John Tyndall; I a lso  d isagree  with 
the Front’s authoritarian type o f  
organisation, but the following r e 
marks f r o m  his talk given at an 
NF training seminar in Nottingham 
in TitJy arc  worth repeating. Said
TywJaJl:

Our job  consists  not only in 
persuading pcopi< ol the rightness

♦

of our aims but in inducing them to 
stir themselves to fight for those 
aims. One doesn't necessarily 
automatically follow from the 
other. Wc all know that apathy is 
the greatest enemy of any political 
movement seeking great change.
It may be perfectly easy to con
vince people that change is needed; 
they may be convinced, not by any
thing particular that wc say, but 
simply by what they see with their 
own eyes. But moving them to do 
something, to join a political 
movement and work for it -  some- 
times at no small trouble to them
selves - that's something else 
entirely. We can only succeed by 
being effective in both forms of 
persuasion; by first persuading 
people as to what is the right road, 
then persuading them to travel 
down that road.

'In 16 years of active political 
work, I've always made it my 
business to study carefully what 
motivates people in politics, and 
I've become absolutely convinced 
that while reason may play its 
part in deciding people as to what 
is the right political course, the 
forces that spur them into action, 
that induce them to pull themselves 
out of that armchair and away 
from that television set and go 
out into the night, working for a 
cause with no prospect of personal 
reward, arc entirely forces of 
feeling, of emotion. There has to 
be some great urge in the human 
metabolism, which has nothing to 
do with intellectual conviction, to 
induce this transformation from 
passivity, from the role of the 
spectator into the role of the 
activist.

'And we must never forget that 
our job is not just to win sympa
thisers, but to win activists; not 
just to get people to agree with us 
but to get them to work, and if 
necessary fight, for us. 1

So, comrades, there you are: 
arc we going to leave it to the au
thoritarians of the NF, or the In
ternational Socialists for that 
m atter?  Are we going to just fade 
away and die?  Or are we going to 
build up an anarchist/libertarian 
organisation capable of taking the 
initiative away from  the authoritar
ians?  A re  we going to remain 
nothing m ore  than 'a chorus of 
vo ices  crying in the w ilderness1 
(W oodcock)?  Or is it already too 
late? 1 984 is only just over ten 
years o f f ! !

Peter E. Newell
¥e velr-orre n e v s ,  a r t i c l e s ,  l o t -  
t e r r s .  L atest  date f o r  r e c e i p t  
o f  NFS, N o t i c e s  &c i s  Monday in 
t i e  week o f  p u b l i c a t i o n .  E a r l i e r  
r e c e i p l  i s  h e l p f u l ,
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Preedorr Pi e s s ' s  'phono has been 
restored  to f u l l  health  and 
v ig o u r • S p ec ia l  Binnch must 
hove mi * sod u i !

A Lrinsby seed firm has s ta r te d  
to r o l l  'a  nature con serv a t ion  
blond* o f  wted seeds ' t o  res tore  
to  the countrys ide  iruny o f  the 
d e l i g h t f u l  weeds that  t re  so 
necessary  to w i l d - l i f e * .

Confucius has been denounced by 
Peking Pe o p l e ' s D a ily  as up
ho ld ing  the ru le  o f  the s l a v e -  
cwning c l a s s  and j u s t i f y i n g  the 
e x p l o i t a t i o n ,  enslavement and 
governing o f  the lab ou r in g  
p e o p le .

A major 
aga inst  
tary o f  
L a rza c , 
the Lip

demonstration was held  
the se izu re  by the m i l i -  
sheep—farm ers ' land in 
France. Workers from 
fa c t o r y  at Besanccr. 

took p a r t .  A huge s h e e p - f o ld  
has been b u i l t  o f  stone by young 
supporters  on the s i t e  o f  the 
proposed m i l i t a r y  camp.

Dr. Henry M i l l e r ,  v i c e  chancellor 
o f  Newcastle U n iv e r s i t y ,  wrote 
in Medicine and S o c i e t y that  o f  
a l l  drugs used f o r  non-m edica l  
purposes ,  a l c o h o l  and tob a cco  
are by fa r  the most dangerous .  
The' p r o h i b i t i o n  o f  cannabis  
does more harm than good .  There 
are 3 5 0 ,00C chroni< a l c o h o l i c s  
with a s u i c id e  ra te  80 times 
the n o r n a l , and a lc h o h o l  p lays  
a part  in t w o - t h i r d s  o f  the 
crimes committed. We smoke, 
says Dr. M i l l e r ,  350 m i l l i o n  
c i g a r e t t e s  a day, t h i s  causes  
40 ,000 deaths a n n u a l ly .  There 
are fewer than 300 h e r o in  ad
d i c t s  and about 7 ,0 00  cannabis  
c o n v i c t i o n s  per y e a r .

In Germany p r o t e s t s  have been 
made t o  p r o p o s a ls  by d o c t o r s  t o  
examine (w ith ou t  her co n se n t )  
the b r a in  o f  U lr ik e  Meinhof o f  
the Red Army F r a c t i o n .  T h is ,  
w hile  r e p u t e d ly  to  examine the 
e f f e c t s  o f  a tumour, i s  o b v i 
o u s ly  to  work out some t h e o r y  
o f  t e r r o r i s t s '  b r a i n - s t r u c t u r e  
in d u c in g  'mental a b n o r m a l i t i e s ’ 
( see  Sunday Times Aug. 1 9 t h ) .  
Frau M einhof has n o t  y e t  been 
t r i e d .

A Cambridge t e a c h e r ,  R oger  
Disken ( 2 7 ) ,  who was s a id  to  
have d e s e r t e d  from the U .S .
Army f o u r  y e a rs  ago ,  was handed 
over  by the Uxbridge m a g is t ra te s  
to  fa c e  a c o u r t  m a r t ia l  in  the
U. S. A._______________________________

A South A fr i c a n  white  boy b l e d  
to  death in Johannesburg  a f t e r  
an a c c i d e n t  when the t r a f f i c  
o f f i c e r  on the  s p o t  r e f u s e d  t o  
a l l o w  the boy t o  go in  a
b l a c k s - o n l y  ambulance.

# •
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IN 1921 M a la te s ta  wrote in 
Umanita Nova o f  the Diana 
th e a tr e  bomb-throwing:
" I  do n o t  need to  rep ea t  my d i s 
app rova l  and h o r ro r  f o r  a t t e n 
t a t s  such as that  o f  the Pi ana, 
which b e s id e s  be ing  bad in them
s e l v e s  are a l s o  s t u p id ,  because 
th ey  i n e v i t a b l y  harm the cause 
th ey  would wish to  s e rv e .  And I 
have never  f a i l e d  to  p r o t e s t  
s t r o n g l y ,  whenever s im i la r  a c ts  
have taken p la ce  and e s p e c i a l l y  
when i t  has turned out that they 
have been committed by authentic 
a n a r c h i s t s .  I have p r o te s te d  
when i t  would have been b e t t e r  
f o r  me to  remain s i l e n t ,  because 
my p r o t e s t  was in s p i r e d  by 
s u p e r i o r  rea son s  o f  p r i n c i p l e s  
and t a c t i c s ,  and because I had a 
duty t o  do s o ,  s in c e  there  are 
p e o p le  g i f t e d  with  l i t t l e  
p e r s o n a l  c r i t i c a l  sen se ,  who 
a l lo w  them selves  to  be guided by 
what I s a y . "
M a la t e s t a  then goes  on to  put 
forw ard  h i s  reason s  fo r  de fen d 
in g  the men about t o  be put on 
t r i a l .

L a te r  in Urr.anita Nova 
Malatesta wrote o f  the same 
c a s e ,  "There a r e ,  and, so long 
as p r e s e n t  c o n d i t i o n s  and the 
environm ent o f  v i o l e n c e  in  
which we l i v e  l a s t ,  there  w i l l  
always be generous men, whc are 
r e b e l l i o u s  and o v e r s e n s i t i v e ,  
but who la c k  s u f f i c i e n t  powers 
o f  r e f l e c t i o n  and who in certa in  
s i t u a t i o n s  allow' them selves  to  
be c a r r i e d  away by p a ss io n s  and 
s t r i k e  out b l i n d l y . I f  we do 
not  o p e n ly  r e c o g n iz e  the good
n ess  o f  t h e i r  i n t e n t i o n s ,  i f  we 
do n ot  d i s t i n g u i s h  between error 
and w ick ed n ess ,  we l o s e  any 
moral in f lu e n c e  over  them and 
abandon them to  t h e i r  b l in d  
im p u lse s .  I f  in s t e a d ,  we pay 
homage t o  t h e i r  good n ess ,  t h e i r  
courage  and sense o f  s a c r i f i c e ,  
we can reach t h e i r  minds 
through t h e i r  h e a r t s ,  and ensure 
th a t  th ose  v a lu a b le  s toreh ou ses  
o f  en ergy  s h a l l  be used in an 
i n t e l l i g e n t  and good ,  as w e l l  
as u s e f u l ,  way in the i n t e r e s t s  
o f  the /common/ c a u s e . "  *• • * Jf 4 %

In 1893, a f t e r  the Ravachol 
c a s e s ,  FREEDOM pu b lish ed  an
a r t i c l e  anonymously, e n t i t l e d  
"Anarchism and O utrage" .  (This  
was p r in t e d  as a pamphlet in 
1 9 0 9 . )  In i t  the w r i t e r  asks 
the q u e s t i o n ,  " I s  hom icidal  
ou trage  the  l o g i c a l  outcome o f  
A n a r c h is t  c o n v i c t i o n s ? "  The 
w r i t e r  speaks o f  'the a n a rch is t  
sense o f  p a ss io n a te  reverence  
f o r  human p e r s o n a l i t y '  and 
goes  on, " I s  t h i s  an a t t i t u d e  o f  
h ea r t  and mind which must l o g i 
c a l l y  lea d  a man on to  commit 
h om ic id a l  ou trage?  With such 
f e e l i n g s ,  with such c o n v i c t 
i o n s ,  must we not ra th er  a t 
tach  a p e c u l i a r  s a n c t i t y  to 
human l i f e ?  And, in  f a c t ,  the 
genuine A n a rch is t  lo o k s  with

sheer horror  upon every d e s 
t r u c t i o n ,  every m u t i la t io n  o f  
a human be in g ,  p h ys ica l  or 
moral. He loathes  wars, exe 
c u t io n s  and imprisonments, the 
gr in d in g  down o f  the w ork er 's  
whole nature in a dreary round 
o f  t o i l ,  the sexual and econo
mic s la v e ry  o f  women, the op
p re ss io n  o f  c h i ld r e n ,  the 
c r i p p l i n g  and p o ison in g  o f  
human nature by the prevent
able  c r u e l t y  and i n j u s t i c e  o f  
man to man in every shape and 
form ..  C e r ta in ly  t h i s  frame o f  
mind and homicidal outrage 
cannot stand in the r e la t i o n  
o f  cause and e f f e c t . "

The th ird  s e c t io n  the w r ite r  
heads: "V h ile  homicidal out
rages are n e ith er  a l o g i c a l  
outcome o f  Anarchist p r i n c i p l e s  
nor a p r a c t i c a l  n e c e s s i t y  o f  
Anart h i s t  a c t io n ,  they are a 
s o c i a l  phenomenon which Anar
c h i s t s  and a l l  s o c i a l  Revolu
t i o n i s t s  must be prepared to
f a c e " ,  and goes on: "There i s  
a truism that the man in the 
s t r e e t  seeui* always to f o r g e t ,  
when he i s  abusing the' Anar
c h i s t s  or whatever party hap
pens to  be h is  bete n o ire  f o r  
the moment, as the cause o f  
some outrage ju s t  p erp etra ted .  
This in d ispu tab le  f a c t  i s  that 
hom icidal outrages have from 
time immemorial, been the r e 
p ly  o f  goaded and desperate 
c l a s s e s ,  and goaded and des
perate in d iv id u a ls ,  to  wrongs 
from t h e i r  f e l l o w  men which 
they f e l t  to  be i n t o l e r a b l e .
Such a c ts  are the v i o l e n t  r e -  
c o i l  from v io l e n c e ,  whether 
aggress ive  or r e p r e s s iv e ;  they 
are the l a s t  desperate  s trugg le  
o f  outraged and exasperated hums 
human nature f o r  breath ing  
space and l i f e .  And t h e i r  cause 
l i e s  not  in any s p e c ia l  con
v i c t i o n ,  but in the depths o f  
that human nature i t s e l f .  The 
whole course  o f  h i s t o r y ,  p o l i 
t i c a l  and s o c i a l ,  i s  strewn 
with evidence  o f  t h i s  f a c t .  To 
go no fu r t h e r ,  take the three 
most n o to r io u s  examples o f  
p o l i t i c a l  p a r t ie s  goaded in to  
outrage during the l a s t  t h i r t y  
years  / I . e .  1863-1891 /:  the 
Mazzinians in I t a l y ,  the 
Fenians in Ire land  and the 
T e r r o r i s t s  in Russia . Were 
these  people  A narch ists?  No.
Did they  a l l  three even hold  
the same p o l i t i c a l  o p in io n s?
No. The Mazzinians were Re
p u b l ic a n s ,  the Fenians p o l i t i 
c a l  s e p a r a t i s t s ,  the Russians 
S o c ia l  Democrats or C o n s t i tu 
t i o n a l i s t s .  But a l l  were driven 
by desperate  c ircum stances  in to  
t h i s  t e r r i b l e  form o f  r e v o l t .
And when we turn from p a r t ie s  
to  in d iv id u a ls  who have acted  
in a l i k e  manner, we stand ap
p a l le d  by the number o f  human 
beings goaded and dr iven  by 
sheer d esp era t ion  in to  conduct 
o b v io u s ly  v i o l e n t l y  oonosed to
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t h e i r  s o c i a l  i n s t i n c t s " .
To b r in g  us n e a r e r  t o  our own 

day but b e f o r e  the  'Angry  B r ig 
ade '  i n c i d e n t s  and t r i a l .  On 
December 20th 1969, FREEDOM'.-? 
e d i t o r s ,  then B i l l  C h r is to p h e r ,  
Jack R o b in so n ,  P h i l i p  Sansom 
and P e te r  T u rn er ,  s ig n e d  an 
e d i t o r i a l  on the I t a l i a n  bomb
ings  o f  th a t  y e a r ,  in c lu d in g  
the Milan bank bomb which 
k i l l e d  14 and i n j u r e d  o v e r  one 
hundred. V a lp r e d a ,  a r r e s t e d  
f o r  t h i s  c r im e ,  was bv a t e c h 
n i c a l i t y  ( t o  save embarrassment) 
r e l e a s e d  a f t e r  two y e a r s  await
ing t r i a l .  P i n e l l i  who was 
q u e s t io n e d  on the  cr im e f e l l  or 
was pushed from a window at 
p o l i c e  h e a d q u a rte rs  w h i l s t  under 
q u e s t i o n i n g .  A n e o - F a s c i s t  has 
s in ce  been charged  w ith  that 
bank e x p l o s i o n .

The then e d i t o r s  w r o t e ,  ( in  
p a r t ) :
"What i s  n e c e s s a r y  here  and now, 
however, i s  f o r  us to  s t a t e  our 
a t t i t u d e  to  a c t i v i t y  l i k e  the 
bomb in  the M ilan bank l a s t  week. 
This i s  q u i t e  s im p le :  we are 
opposed to  i t .
"Blowing p e o p le  t o  p i e c e s  in a 
q u i te  haphazard manner, k i l l i n g  
men, women and c h i l d r e n  t o t a l l y  
unconnected  w ith  y o u r  supposed 
r e a l  enem ies ;  maiming and 
b l in d in g  f o r  l i f e  i n d i v i d u a l s  
about whose way o f  l i f e ,  or 
s o c i a l ,  r e l i g i o u s  o r  p o l i t i c a l  
ideas  you must be c o m p le t e ly  
ig n o r a n t ,  i s  an a t r o c i t y . . .
"Inasmuch as FREEDOM has a 
p o l i c y  on v i o l e n c e ,  i t  may be 
sa id  t h a t  a m a jo r i t y  o f  us who 
work on the paper a c c e p t  that 
there  have been t im e s ,  and w i l l  
be t im es a g a in ,  when v i o l e n c e  
i s  u n a v o id a b le .  But we d o n ' t  
l ik e  i t ,  d o n ' t  want t o  be in 
v o lv e d  in  i t  i f  th e r e  i s  a b e t 
t e r  way o f  r e a c h in g  our goa l  
and d o n ' t  th in k  i t  has anything 
w hatsoever  to  do w ith  the 
id eas  o f  anarchism . I t  may 
have something t o  do with  
a c h ie v in g  an a n a r c h i s t  s o c i e t y  
-  but t h a t ' s a l l . . . "

The le a d in g  a r t i c l e  concluded :
"To k i l l  a d i c t a t o r  i s  one 
th in g ;  t o  damage a bank as a 
ges tu re  i s  one . t h in g ,  t o  go in 
f o r  in d i s c r im in a t e  murder i s  
another a l t o g e t h e r .  Th is  i s  the 
way o f  governm ents, n ot  o f  
a n a r c h i s t s .  I t  i s  one o f  the 
reasons  why we oppose govern 
ments and t h e i r  v a r io u s  barbar
isms. I t  does  not  forw ard  the 
cause o f  anarchy one l i t t l e  b i t . "

If you are interested in helping us 
to found an anarchist group in 
Heidelberg please contact 

Paul Zimmermann 
6931 Zwingenberg 
Im Hohen Garten 17 
W. Germany
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BOOKSHOP open
Tues -  Fri 2-6 p„ro..
Tl.ur* * to 8-30 p.m., 
Saturday 10 a,m.. -  4 p..m.
Any bock not in s tock  but in 
print cun be su p p l ied .  Please 
add postuge as in b rackets .

W ill iam Mor r i s  : His L i f e ,
Work 6c Friends by P h i l ip  
Henderson £0.90  ( 9p)

Wi l l i a m M orr is ; S e lected  Wri
tings, ed„ Asa Briggs

£ 0 . 7 0  ( 9p)
Ban d i ts  by E . J .  Hobsbawm

£0.40 (8p)
*Anarchy by Manuel Gonzales

Prada £0 .40  (2^)
»The_ Russian Anarchists  by

Paul Avrich £ 1 .5 0 ( l5 p )
*Sex-Pol : Essays 1929-1934 by

Wilhelm Reich £1.50 (9p)
The Slavery o f  Our Times by
Leo Tolstoy  £0„25 (3?p )

'Manifesto cn the Russian
* * * * *

Revolut ion -  issued  by the 
Anarchist Communist Groups o f  
U.S. & Canada, the Federation  
o f  Russian Anarch ist  Communist 
Groups o f  U.S. & Canada, and 
the Ukrainian Anarchist  Com
munist Groups o f  U.S. &
Canada in 1922. £0 .15(2^p)

*The Society  o f  the Spec tacJ e 
bv Guy Debord £ 0 .4 5 (7 jp )

' Emma Goldman -  A Tr ib u te  by 
Charles A. Madiso:-.£0.30(  2^p) 

*Tht_Right to be Lazy by 
Paul Lafargue £G.40(2^p)

T!>e 'T i mc Out 1 Bock o f  London
£0 ‘. 8 0 ( i o p )

*Rfd Emma Speaks : S e l .  Writings 
jc Speeches o f  Emna Goldman 
ed. by A lix  K. Shu 1man

£ 1 . 00(J 2p)
4Tlif R e je c t io n  o t Po 1 i t j  c s by 

George Woodcock £ 3 .5 0 ( l5 p )
^Communitas: Means of 

Livelihood and Ways of Life 
Paul and Percival Goodman

£0.90 (8p)
J Survival Scrapbook No. 1.
Sh e It v r

Stefan A. Szczclkin
£1.25 (I5p)

" The Utopian Vision of 
Charles Fourier 

Edited by Jonathan Becchcr 
and Richard Bicnvenu

£1.75 (15p)

Available fron  Freedom Book-
h r o p: -

2 r.< v Badges from SOCIAL-REV0-
HTI0VAHY ANARC 1ST FEDERATION
( l . S  ) :  "Anarchy*' -  b lack  s ta r
o*- red background : "U.S.  -Out
o f  North Ame r i c a ” -  b lack or.
ted and w hite .  10p ca .  2\p pest

/ *
•  •  % «
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vDeRct<*5 t i t l e  pul l i  shed in 
I he United S t a t e s .

SE\D~SAE ( x T " l  FOR OUU NEW 
BOOKS; OP LIST_______________________

Ire land '*  Own Irolund?

It I s a  long 1 ne f-i»cc I wro'e 
f o r  you, l e t  * he struggle: goes 
on.

0

Ten weeks ago on Sunday next 
I helped move s ix  fa m il ie s  out 
o f  a p e r f e c t ly  sound house in 
which they had been squatting 
since Chiistmas Eve. They had 
to get out or go to prison ,  
ch i ldren  and a l l .  The house hed 
been acquired by English specu
l a t o r s ,  in th is  case trading 
under the name o f  Jason Holdings 
Ltd who want the whole o f  Fenian 
Street  on that side c f  the road, 
and the adjacent Danzil le  Lane 
fo r  an o f f i c e  complex. Of the 
s ix  fa m il ie s  three having more 
than two children each were 
housed, but the other three 
fa m i l ie s  are s t i l l  l i v in g  in 
home-made makeshift ten1s on 
the street-1 The President says 
•'he has no power" to house them. 
The M inister  fo r  Local Govern
ment says "he has no power" to 
house them. The Corporation sqy 
they "have no power" to house 
these fa m i l ie s .  Who then has 
the power? To me the answer i s ,  
"We the peop le" .  Wo cannot put 
them buck into the heuse as we 
have the dreadful p iece  of  
l e g i s l a t i o n  known as "The For
c ib l e  Entry Act" which enables 
the government to put whole 
fa m i l ie s  into prison f o r  squat
t in g .  I have he.d l e t t e r s  and 
a r t i c l e s  in every Dublin paper. 
I ' v e  done my own w ire less  shew
and arranged a T V one and

• • »

another w ire less  one with other 
people and I 'v e  got a p r o je c t  
which IS causing the government 
embarrassment. i <*i i  i » /  » (

I have started  a fund to buy 
a house to be used as a fam ily -  
unit  h os te l  f o r  fa m il ie s  such as 
these three u nt i l  such time as 
the Corporation decide they are 
e n t i t l e d  to a corporat ion  house. 
I ' v e  c o l l e c t e d  just  on £700 and 
i t  i s  indeed embarrassing the 
Government as the M inister  fo r  
Finance wrote to me and said, he 
would do up and convert into 
f l a t s  a house for me. Unfortun
a te ly  houses at the in f la t e d  
p r ices  going nowadays c o s t  abcut 
£22,000 at l e a s t ,  so I have r e 
p l i e d  suggesting he buy me a 
house -  p re fe ra b ly  15 Fenian 
S tre e t  -  by the power o f  com
pulsory  purchase the Govern 
ment has, and then I w i l l  do 
i t  up and put in modern improve
ments. The only home the Cor
poration  o f f e r e d  these u n for tu 
nate fa m i l ie s  was what is  po
l i t e l y  c a l l e d  a Home fo r  Un
married Mothers run by the 
Legion o f  Mary. In actual  
f a c t  i t  is  a home fo r  p r o s t i 
tu tes  and anyhow only  the 
women and ch i ld r e n  would be ta 
ken in, the men would s t i l l  
have to l i v e  on the pavements 
guarding the fu rn itu re  which 
though cohered with ta rp a u l in s  
s t i l l  s u f f e r s  a l o t  f ron  the 
weather, b l i s t e r e d  one day, 
soaked the n ex t .  Each o f  these
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three fam il ies  h ts one c h i ld  
and two o f  the women are preg
nant , Nuala *s boh> being due 
ear ly  October. I have a 
sneaking f e e l in g  that d i r e c t l y  
i t  i s  born the Corporation w i l l  
in fa c t  house a l l  the fa m i l ie s  
as they are becoming more and 
more uncomfortable at the s i t u 
a t ion ,  but the need fo r  a 
hostel  w i l l  not end there .
A fter  a l l ,  even a m i l l i o n a ir e  
stays in an hotel  while he i s  
house-hunting; the poor cunnot 
a fford  h o te ls ,  and the housing 
s i tu a t ion  in Dublin is  the 
worst in Europe. Even the 
grard re s id e n t ia l  areas are a l l  
being turnod into  o f f i c e s  and 
the tenants ev ic ted  w i l l y - n i l l y .

However, where I am appealing 
to a l l  cor-irades f o r  help i s  1 
want to know EXACTLY who Jason 
Holdings Ltd. are.  In Dublin 
they trade under that name, and 
also Emerald Holdings, Moore 
Holdings and Grafton Holdings. 
They got a mortgage from Nor
thern Commercial Trust L td . ,
61 King S tree t ,  Manchester.
There my scent ends, but can 
some Manchester comrade unearth 
some more fo r  me? I f e e l  that 
i t  i s  h igh ly  probable that there 
.is d i r t y  work at the crossroads  
and i f  I get enough information 
I might be able to  cry  Havoc and 
l e t  loose  the dogs o f  ( p a c i f i s t )  
war.

Hilary  Boyle ,
86 Pembroke Road,
Dublin 4.

GAMES. . .  c ontinued from Page 3
ervation of what 'we' hold as good 
(Vietnam!).

Closed system thought clouds 
reality. It clouds the fact we are 
all humans and we all have the 
same right to the basic needs of 
life, air, water, food, shelter, 
sexual gratification and love. A 
male needs them all as much as

■ 0

a female, a Caucasian as a Neg-
•  ▼

roid, an American as a Russian. 
Systems which set people against 
people, denying people of these 
needs, are games played to give 
some advantage over others and 
interfere with the natural fulfil- 
ment of these needs. When 
people stop wasting their ener
gies and time playing these 
games, they can provide their 
own needs for themselves. When 
they stop thinking and living in 
closed systems they can apply 
their energies to imaginative 
solutions to the problems which 
we must solve as a species in 
order to survive. Energies was
ted on following rules of a game 
are better spent in creative 
endeavours.

So stop playing games with 
yourselves, your friends and 
your fellow humans. The game 
will only end for those who refuse 
to play. Then we can put the 
game board away because life is 
a serious matter and certainly no 
game.

R. Fortman
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A n arch ists  understand the mes
sage that is expressed in a 
burst  o f  v io lo n c e  against power 
that ho lds  m i l l i o n s  o f  human 
beings in s u b je c t io n .  Ve know 
that  the armod fo r c e s  are in 
struments o f  rep ress ion ,  and 
they know i t  t o o .  Ve know that 
plush shopping p rec in c ts  and 
the bu lg ing  s to ros  in posh 
areas aro symptoms and in stru 
ments o f  the greedy, s e l f i s h  
s o c i e t y  that l i v e s  and grows 
f a t  (a lthough leaner times look 
c l o s e r  and the p ic tu re s  o f  
famine v ic t im s  j o s t l e  the luxury 
wares in the ’ g l o s s i e s ' )  e i th er  
by fe e d in g  o f f  the wretched of 
the earth or  by ignoring  th e ir  
mute appeal save f o r  an occa 
s io n a l  gourmet’ s donation to 
Oxfam or a property  s p e c u la to r ’ s 
g i f t  t o  S h e l te r .

But i f  t h i s  i s  what the bombs 
are say in g ,  we know that i t  also 
has to  be said to the workers 
who make the Harrier a i r c r a f t  to
s e l l  to  Franco, Saracen armoured 
ca rs  f o r  V o e r s te r ,  j e t s  f o r  
I s r a e l ,  t o  motor industry 
workers who are only  in i t  fo r  
the money to  buy the plush rub
b ish  in the plush shops b u i l t  
by b u i ld in g  workers when thou
sands are homeless ju s t  as are 
the bak-  and s tock brok ers '  
c l e r k s  pushing about the b i t s  
o f  paper that  keep A fr ica n s ,  
Asians and a l l  o f  us in sub
j e c t i o n .

So l e t  us get  ta lk in g  to  the 
peop le  who m atter ,  our neigh
bou rs ,  our workmates, in lan
guage th ey  understand and can 
respond t o .  And dare to  say 
some th in g s  that  are uncomfor
t a b le  to  hear .  L e ft -w in g  and 
n a t i o n a l i s t  r e v o lu t io n a r ie s  o f  
v a ry in g  f a c t i o n s  proclaim  the 
power o f  the p e o p le ,  but do not 
show they  b e l i e v e  i t  by making 
propaganda to  the power, cons
c ie n c e  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  the 
p e o p le .  I f  what the re v o lu 
t i o n a r i e s  have to  say i s  ex
p ressed  on ly  in an o cca s io n a l  
bang, the people  who matter 
w i l l  not  th ink  i t  has anything 
t o  do with them. They w i l l  put 
up with the inconvenience o f  
searches  in  shops and pub lic  
p la c e s  and lea rn  to  l i v e  with 
e x p lo s io n s  and t e r r o r  as the 
p eop le  o f  U ls te r  have done f o r  
f i v e  y e a r s .  A narch ists  know 
th a t  no r e v o lu t io n a r y  group is  
go ing  to  make the r e v o lu t io n ,  
on ly  the p e o p le .  And i f  an 
urban g u e r r i l l a  group t r i e s  to 
make a r e v o lu t io n  which the 
peop le  do not understand or 
d e s i r e ,  the people  w i l l  leave 
them to  t h e i r  p r iv a te  war with 
the government —  u n t i l  some o f  
them f a l l  v i c t im  to  the m utila 
t in g  or murderous bomb, when 
they w i l l  most probably  l in e  up 
with the f o r c e s  o f  "law and 
o r d e r " .

work _________
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might mean that extra money can
be earned for  the family, the 
fa c t  should not be lo s t  that i t  
is  increasing our overall  ex
p lo i ta t io n .  Vhy should those 
who have already ret ired  return 
to work? Vhy should both hus
band and wife have to work in 
order to make enough money to 
l ive  by?

The system provides work not 
to give an individual h is  s e l f -  
expression and s a t is fa c t io n  in 
creating something worthwhile 
fo r  the community, but is  
e n t ire ly  concerned with p r o f i t  
and how best to achieve i t .  In 
the process o f  making th is  pro
f i t  for  some remote giant o f  a 
company only a few might get 
some personal sa t is fa c t ion  from 
his or her work; for  the majo
r i t y  work is  just  a job  to go 
and get away from as quickly as 
p o s s ib le .

A ll  the TUC could come up 
with in answer to the govern
ment’ s proposals was that they 
would have to sanction plant 
bargaining so that companies 
could buy out in e f f i c i e n t  
pract ices  and make better  use 
o f  labour. In other words, 
the trade union leadership does 
not disapprove of further ex
p lo i ta t io n ,  because i t  would 
make industry more e f f i c i e n t .  
Managements and the government 
would also go along with that.
Ve are always being lectured 
that we must work harder, be 
more e f f i c i e n t ,  etcetera . But 
those who give us th is  advice 
never take o f f  their  coats and 
get their  hands d irty  them
selves .  I t  i s n ' t  more work we 
want but, we should be asking 
ourselves, what sort o f  work: 
whether the job we are doing 
has real benefit  to the com
munity or whether i t  is  just  
wasteful and destructive .  I t  
is  not just  the "right to work" 
we want, fo r  that is  for 
s laves,  but something of  our 
own choice that s a t i s f i e s  and 
provides useful and worthwhile 
goods and services for  the 
community. p ^

►  ►  ►
Dorothy Day o f  the Catholic 
Vorker chided Canadian writer 
George Voodcock (one-time ed itor  
o f  FREEDOM) fo r  repeating in the 
U.S. Nation that Dorothy said 
that i f  the /P o p e 's /  Chancery 
O f f i ce  ordered her to stop 
publishing the 'anarch ist '  
Catholic Vorker she would do
i ■  ■ n - —  -r ■

so. Dorothy Day says that even 
i f  she was obedient and ceased 
publishing, others would carry 
on, so her conscience would be 
at res t .

Published by Freedom Piess,
London, E. 1. Printed by
Vineyard Press, Colchester.
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THURSDAYS j  onvorcs. 
f o l d  end despatch  FRETBOM 
Freedom P r e s s .
LEM'S FREE SCHOOL needs equip
ment, money ot.d voluntary 
lab ou r .  Accorrrrodation pr< Tided 
f o r  any h e l p e r s .  Contact Leeds 
Free S cb o c l  and Comrrunily 
T ju s t ,  c / o  23 H arlley  Avenue, 
Leeds 6.
Any A n a r c h is t s /L ib e r la r i  ans in 
the Aberystwyth area please 
c c r t 8 c t  Fet.er Good, 39 Portland 
S t r e e t ,  Aberystwyth.
CORBY ANARCH]STS. Discussion 
meeting f i r s t  Friday in every 
month at 7 C r e s s v e l l  Valk,
7«30 p.m.
LIVERPOOL ASA c o n ta c t  May 
Stone, C .32 Summerfield,
Tower H i l l ,  K i ik b y ,  n i . L'puol.
LONDON ASA f o r  d e t a i l s  o f  
meetings phone 226-0817. Black 
&. Red Outlook always available 
5p + 2^p p o s t  from 3 Grange 
House, Highbury Grange, N5.
INTERNATIONAL IIBERTAR1AN 
CENTRE -  CENTRO IBERICO,
83A Haverstock H i l l ,  London 
NV3. Phone 586 2038. Tube:
Chalk Fain or  P e l s i z e  Park. 
Buses 31 and 68. Meets 
Saturdays/Sundays 7-30 p.m.
ALL VELCOME.
SUNEAY 9th SEPTEMBER, Rudolf 
Rocker Centenary Celebration 
3 .0  p.m. at Toynbee H all ,  Com
mercial S t r e e t ,  London, E . l .  
T ick ets  50p ( i n c .  r e f r e s h 
ments) fron  Vm. J .  Fishman,
42 V i l l o w c o u r t  A v e . ,  Kentcn, 
Harrow, M idd lesex  HA3 8ES
EVERY SATURDAY 2-4 p.m.
Picket ou ts id e  Brixton Prison. 
BELFAST TEN DEFENCE COMMITTEE 
(88 Roslyn Road, N15. Tel .  
800-9392).
HELF VANTED FOR SQUATTERS at 
61B G ra n v i l le  Park, SE 13. 
Phone 852-8879
NUDIST CHALLENGE, the rad ica l /  
p re te s t  l i b e r a t i o n  movement, 
r e j o i c e s  in the t r u s t in g  
d e fe n ce le ss n e s s  o f  nakedness. 
Temporary p o s t a l  address c /o  
Box 985 Peace News, 5 Cale
donian Road, London, N . l .
Dl In JJ J.L* ALil k>l V\ UJLuiYiliJLtiri rJciL'iSitiU-
TICN pamphlets Voice  o f  Syndi
calism and Makhno and Durruti , 
Revolution  1917-1936*”/ r e p r . from 
FREEDOM) 5p each post  3?p
MICHAEL TOBIN DEFENCE 
COMMITTEE. 265 Dale Street, 
Chatham, Kent. (Freedom Book
shop also stocks pamphlets etc. 
by M. Tobin published by the 
Committee. )

M.C.


