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MORTGAGE-tNHMG DEMOCRACY
IN PURSUANCE ol i t s  ncc -Sec iu i ia t  
goa ls , or os cone would cay , in 
pursuance of municipal voteo , the 
Conservative Government have taken 
another etep on the non-Primrooe 
League path to the e v e r la s t in g  
bon fire  o f  State in te r fe ren ce  with 
economic proceaoes. We cay wonder 
why they should bother to subsi
d ise  to  the extent o f  onc-ha lf  per 
qor.t the Building S o c i e t i e s * * c o l 
l e c t i v e  -  and monopolistic  -  d e c i 
sion to increase in t e r e s t  ra tes  by 
one per cent -  from 8j^6 to 9 ^ .  I t  
i s  eoid that the Build ing Societies 
did not request or requ ire  th is  
subsidy, so i t  almost escapes e lu 
c ida t ion  as to why th is  step was 
taken. Even considerat ion  o f  the 
cost (£15,000,000).. which only rep
resents i s  more a testimony to 
the strength and f in a n c ia l  power 
o f  the Build ing S o c ie t ie s  than 
testimony to  the generos ity  o f  the 
Government.

I t  could be that the Government 
i s  seeking to  demonstrate i t s  
power over Bu ild ing S o c ie t ie s  -  in 
the same way that i t  has been 
f 1 ixing i t s  rubber muscles before 
the Trade Unions -  in the vain 
hope rhat somebody w i l l  b e l ie v e  
that the Government has the in ten 
t ion  (o r  the a b i l i t y )  to  contro l 
the 3u ild ing  S oc ie t ie s *  i n f l a t i o n 
ary a c t i v i t i e s .

Building S o c ie t ie s  (which seema 
in c red ib le  today) s ta rted  o f f  as 
organs o f  working-class mutual aid 
in the Midlands at the ona o f  the 
18th century (one might go soon be
lieve the same about the C.W.S.). 
They consisted o f  groups o f  people 
who saved t o  buy land to hcroc

thcmselvco and continued the oper
a t ion  u n t i l  a l l  the members were 
housed, at which point the soc ie ty  
disbanded (see  Anarchy 8 3 * ) .  The 
some system is  apparently conducteJ 
by Indians and Pak is tan is  today.

The growth o f  permanent building 
s o c i e t i e s  with tno almost perma
nent mortgage evolved from those 
f r i e n d ly  s o c ie ty  savings clubs to 
the extent that there  are 467 soc
i e t i e s  in the Bu ild ing S oc ie t ie s  
Assoc ia t ion  (whose in t e r e s t  rates 
beat as one) which ce leb ra tes  i t s  
b i-cen tenary  in 1975-

This u lt im ate f a i lu r e  o f  a work
in g -c la s s  success i s  a t te s ted 'b y  
i t s  popu lar ity  with a Tory Govern
ment which b e l ie v e s  in a * property 
owning democracy'. Judging by the 
considerab le  assets o f  the Building 
S o c ie t ie s ,  the b e l i e f  is  more in a 
mortgage-owning (o r  owned?) demo
cracy. In the same way that s la v 
ery was replaced by the fa c to ry  
system as a more r e l i a b l e  method 
o f  la b o u r -e x p lo i ta t io n , so has the 
mortgage replaced the rent-book 
with the sane r e l i a b i l i t y .

With a mortgage the worker i s  ao 
f i rm ly  clasped by hio golden f e t 
te rs  as the s lave was to hio plan
ta t ion .  Not only th is ,  but the 
hire-purchase system and the cred
i t  card fu rther  r i v e t  the goldon 
handcuffs. 'Takes the wa it ing  out 
o f  wanting' is  the new consumer 
slogan. How long must we wait f o r  
the burden o f  debt to  bo removed?

The one sure thing i s  that the 
bu ild ing s o c ie t i e s  dc not take

•out o f  print

BLOODY,
WORKEOS UNBOWED

THE GOVERNMENT'S pay s tra tegy  
oeens to be working put and the 
trade unions and th e ir  members are 
accepting  settlements under Stage 
Two gu id e l in es .  The n in e ro ’ vote 
o f  acceptance, the dockers' return 
to work, and the e a r l i e r  vote of 
the gasmen and the posta l workers 
are c l e a r  signs that a confronta
t ion  w i l l  not take place May 
Day's s t r ik e  o f  p ro tes t  w i l l  be 
but a whimper be fore  acceptance o f  
the government's p o l i c i e s .  Fo l
lowing th io ,  the way w i l l  be open 
f o r  ta lk s  between the TUC and the 
government to so r t  out exact ly  
what we are go ing  to get in our 
pay packets.

As f a r  as the government i s  con
cerned, they have made i t  c le a r  
that c o l l e c t i v e  bargain ing i s  a 
th ing  o f  the past. The Secretary 
o f  Employment, Mr. McMillan, has 
sa id :
We do not need to des troy  and 
must not des troy  the concept o f  
c o l l e c t i v e  barga in ing .  But we 
must -  employers, government and 
unions -  d ev ise  a system which 
r e c o n c i le s  the widespread des ire  
in industry  f o r  freedom o f  ac t ion  
with s t e a d ie r  p r ic e s  and g rea te r  
fa i rn e s s  both between and w ith in  
d i f f e r e n t  groups o f  workers.
Just to  rub i t  in a b i t  more, Mr. 

McMillan sa id  tha t  i t  was not the 
fa u l t  o f  the f r e e z e  or Stage Two 
that the h o s p i ta l  workers were 
among the low er paid , but they had 
been l e f t  behind by the system o f  
c o l l e c t i v e  ba rga in in g .  But we a l l  
know that c o l l e c t i v e  barga in ing  i s  
no good without the th rea t  o f  ind
u s t r i a l  a c t io n .  I t  i s  because 
th is  has never happened in  the 
past that h o s p i ta l  workers are 
badly pa id .  The ir  lone s tru gg le  
now i s  doomed to  f a i l u r e  s ince 
without support from other workers 
they w i l l  be fo rc ed  to  return  to 
work.

Anarch ists  d id  not expect the 
trade union le a d e r s  to  take on the 
government over  i t s  pay p o l i c i e s .  
The trade unions made i t  p la in  a 
long time ago th a t  thoy d id  not 
and would not o f f e r  an a l t e r n a t i v e  
3yotem. They would not cha llenge  
the government and the S ta te .  The

voteo taken by the rank and f i l e *
a lso  ind ica te  an unwill ingness to
confront the government.• •

But the executives o f  the unions 
have made i t  p la in  that they do n 
not want to  take on the government. 
However, th is  is  not to say that 
i t  i s  the leadersh ip  that i 3 hold
ing the rank and f i l e  in check. 
People, ju3t bccauce they work f o r  
wages are not necessar i ly  revo lu 
t io n a r ie s .  Most look to the lead
ers o f  th e i r  unions fo r  a lead . 
People are conditioned to accept 
th is  a t t i tu d e .  P o l i t i c a l  groups 
on the l e f t  always c r i t i c i z e  by 
saying that i f  only the "correc t  
leadersh ip  had been g iven " — 
ncaning th e i r  leadersh ip . The 
working c lass  i s  not a re vo lu t ion 
ary c la ss ,  but only p o te n t ia l l y  so 
because o f  i t s  pos it ion  within the 
c a p i t a l i s t  system. However, i t  is  
people who make revo lu t ions  and 
there has to be enough people 
w ith in the working c lass  who want 
a revo lu t ion  to make such a change.

I t  i s  not just the economic c i r 
cumstances that make people look 
f o r  an a l t e rn a t iv e .  I t  is  a con
scious des ire  to take contro l o f  
one 's  own l i f e .  I t  i s  a des ire  
that we must c u l t i v a t e  in people. 
We must g iv e  a lead in the sense 
that wo have to point to an a l t e r 
n a t iv e  so c ie ty  based on mutual aid 
and not competit ion, on f r e e  asso
c ia t io n s  and not coerc ion , on 
workers' con tro l  not wage s lavery .

Big business and the p o l i t i c ia n s  
defend th e i r  dominating pos it ion  
by saying that they have the brains 
and the i n t e l l e c t  to ru le .  Ordin
ary people who a c tu a l ly  produce 
the goods and work the land are 
considered le ss  g i f t e d .  Without 
ru le rs  d i r e c t in g  other peop le 's  
l i v e s  we are to ld  that chao a 
would ensue. And ye t  nothing 
could be more chaotic  and crazy 
than the present system. The 
crazy power- and p ro f i t - s e ek e rs  
are in fa c t  turning the world in 
to  a nightmare o f  c r is e s .  On the 
con trary ,  no one has an. innate 
s u p e r io r i t y  to ru le  or e xp lo i t  the 
labour o f  others . I t  i s  our job 
to  point th is  out.

P • T •

*lako. I t  io estimated tnux tu 
a mortgage in cen tra l  London 

One needo an income o f  £70 a week. 
A l l  toortgageo must bo f u l l y  app
roved ao to  the f in a n c ia l  status 

the borrower. S o l i c i t o r s  and 
sh ltecto , both o f  whose oerv iceo  
l compuloory f o r  purchase, are 

Itierally. the approved nominees o f  
r le bu i ld ing  s o c ie ty  —  and th e i r  
tees must be paid by the borrower.
/‘ The w ail  that went up from tho Building S o c ie t ie s  l a s t  month was that the Budget had mado i t  impos
sible f o r  them to borrow tho money (at 6J£ )  which they k ind ly  loanod out (a t  8 i# ) .  I t  io  an i l lu s io n  to b e l ie v e  that the S o c ie t ie s  must 
wait u n t i l  they ge t  in money before they loan i t  out. Much o f  the f in a n c ia l  transact ions  are 
a tre  c rea t ion  o f  money. In any 
case the S o c ie t ie s  have la r g e  assets (many gained from re-posoeo- eion on fo rec lo sed  m ortgages),  and in the second p lace the in t e r e s t  rat© o f  now charged io  compound —  that is  to say i t  io  in terest gained on c a p i t a l  which i s  in i t s e l f  the product o f  in t e r e s t .

C a l l in g  a onade .. .
Jt io  about time that wo rev ived  

the ugly-sounding word 'Usury* f o r  
' i n t e r e s t '  and expanded our Proud
hon to read: ' I f  Property  io  Rob
bery— Usury io  B lackm a il ' .  Even 
A r i s t o t l e  wa9 wise enough to  see 
that ' a l l  money i s  o t e r i l e  by
nature ' but economist have long 
ju s t i f i e d  in t e r e s t  by the most 
e laborate  o f  arguments. Baotiat 
jjnd a p a r t i c u la r ly  c le v e r  ofte

SLAVE LABOUR

about a carpenter who borrowod a 
Plano and paid in t e r e s t  in plonke! 
in n con troversy  with Troudhun, 
Boot ia t  onids " I f  l e v y in g  in to r -  
eo t from c a p i ta l  be a wrong, tho 
workers have a r igh t  to  r e v o l t  
agoinat the s o c ia l  ordor as i t  
e x i s t s " .  He had a point there !

Usury i s  basod upon tho pathetic  
f a l l a c y  w ide ly  preached in our 
s o c ie t y :  How can work be done
without monoy? Tho need fo r  Capi
t a l  io  stroooed without any r e f 
erence f o r  human r.codo. The only 
r e a l  wealth i s  l i f e ,  and the only 
In t e r e s t  accruing i s  the amount o f  
work, s k i l l  and care put in to  a 
product.

While Bu ild ing  S o c ie t i e o  and 
Governments argue about or.d 
what i t  w i l l  do f o r  housing, the 
s t a t i s t i c s  o f  housing in London 
have been rovealod in separate  ye t  
t e l l i n g  fragments. I t  was said by 
A lb e r t  M e ltze r  some time ago that 
there  was no r ea l  housing shortage 
in  London, just m a ld is t r ib u t io n .  
The s t a t i s t i c s  show 100,000 empty 
hous'os in London and 150,000 fami
l i e s  who are forced  to share homos 
( Guardian A p r i l  5th 1973). The 
squatters  q u i te  obv ious ly  have the 
r ig h t  idea .

But the su bs id iz in g  o f  3u i ld in g  
S o c ie t ie s  and the e re c t ion  o f  sub
urban l i t t l e  boxes i s  no change 
fron the su bs id iz in g  o f  Council 
Estates and the e re c t ion  o f  urban 
f i l i n g - c a b in e t s .  In an in t e r e s t -  
f r e e  and f r e e  s o c ie t y ,  housing 
would a r i l e  from human needo and 
not from the s ta te  o f  the market.

Jack Robinson.

ON PRISONS
£Thc l e a f l e t  rep r in ted  below was 
d is tr ibu ted  l39 t  Saturday, A p r i l  
7th, in Market Harborough and 
Corby, near Gartree pr ison . The 
l e a f l e t  aroused in te r e s t  in the 
question o f  prisons, and the same 
group hopes to reproduce s im i la r  
l e a f l e t s  fo r  d is t r ib u t io n  in 
London and L e ic e s te r  in the near 
f u t u r e ^

Would you work a 40-hour week 
fo r  25p? as prisoners must?
DKMONSTRATIONS took place in p r i s 
ons a l l  over B r i ta in  l a s t  year 
when prisoners t r i e d  to assort  the 
r igh ts  which are accepted by a l l  
working people in th is  country, 
namely the r ig h t  to secure rep re 
sentation and organise a union.
The au th o r i t ie s  over-reacted  to 
th is  attempt and some v ic t im is a 
tion io  thought to  have occurred. 
In fa c t  John Farr, Conservative 
M.P. f o r  Harborough, was moved to 
an a Question in Parliament about 
the d e te r io ra t in g  s i tu a t ion  at 
Gartree Prison.

l e l i e v e  that succeso and happincos 
are to  be measured by the a cq u is i 
t io n  o f  wealth and m a te r ia l  posse* 
c ions .  Crime, as de f ined  by the 
law, io  caused by the kind o f  soc
i e t y  irv which a wealthy few l i v e  
o f f  the labours o f  o thers ,  and 
most o f  U3 are doomed to  a l i f e  o f  
economic in s e cu r i ty  where we have 
l i t t l e  con tro l  o f  our d a i ly  l i v e s .

Prison does nothing to  help 
people to  play a use fu l r o le  in 
s o c ie ty  and, indeed, i t  tends to 
encourage then in a l i f e  o f  crime. 
Pr isoners  are out o f f  from the 
lo v in g  in f lu ence  o f  th e i r  fam ily  
and fr ien ds  in a h o s t i l e  and de* 
grading a’tmoophere which destroys  
in d iv id u a l  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  and 
s e l f - r e s p e c t .  A n t i - o o c ia l  behav
iour can only be cured by a s o c i 
e ty  which a llows people to f ind  
s a t is fa c t io n  and happiness by de
ve lop ing  to the f u l l  t h e i r  poten
t i a l  ao human beings in an atmos
phere o f  freedom. That i s  tho 
kind o f  so c ie ty  anarch ists  are 
t ry in g  to c rea te .

Boycott the now prison
!!•’ APRIL 1974 work is  to  commence 
on the bu ild ing  o f  u second prison 
at Gartree and we urge a l l  lo c a l  
people to r o s io t  th is  im posit ion .

Do everyth ing  to hinder the pro
je c t :  bombard the l o c a l  au thority  
with your ob jec t ion s ,  show your 
disapproval o f  b j i l d i n g  firms who 
undertake the work and urge your 
fe l lo w  trade un ion ists  to  "b lack" 
tho en t ir e  p ro je c t .

Don't build prisons -  build
homes f o r  the homeless !

DO WE NEED PRISONS?
Most o f  the unfortunate people 

who f ind  themselves in prison are 
there not because they pose some 
v i o l e n t  threat to  the res t  o f us 
but because thoy have committed 
pomo o ffence  against the law o f  
property. While h igh ly  rcopocted 
ton make m il l ion s  o f  pounds on the 
Stock Exchange out o f  finance 
dealo others are imprisoned be
cause they are driven to th e f t  by 
economic in secu r ity  and the pres
sures in so c ie ty  which make people

A3 we go to press the news comes 
that 60 men in Gartree Prison are 
now on hunger s t r ik e .

Friendship symbol 
in English oak

"Some of us trdinary folk are not 
preptwed to see the dose ties with 
our cousins Ut Rhodesia severed and 
It k xu tfumght a piece of centuries 
old English oak with historical con
nexions k  otdd he ideal to show the 
affect km and gratitude hy fed for 
Rhodesia:'

With this message Mr. Derek 
Blanchard, of Apptodore in north 
Devon, seal to tbe Prime Minister. 
.Mr. Ian Smith, the e»vd and blockRhodesiaonpictured here f r o c  
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REVIEWS

ALL MEN valuo l ib e r ty  but uouol- 
ly  on thoir own teres. A ll  they 
ask of the ir  fe llow  cor. is  that 
they conform to thoir own particu
lar ' way of l iv in g  and thinking and 
within that frasowork they can 
flower l ike  roooo in a tub. They 
talk of the d isc ip line of l ib o r ty ,  
l iberty  but not licence, freedom 
within the law and freedom under 
law and a l l  they aok io no more 
than to determine the terms of 
reference for  the individual to 
sweat i t  out.

Much of what we claim i8 pure 
s e l f  in terest, and none the worse 
for that, but there come those 
moments when wc are forced to ac
cept that by becoming part o f  a 
community we muot surrender our 
various individual l ib e r t ie s  or 
move on. As long oo we can do 
this voluntarily we can accept 
this free  choice of a curb on our 
own personal actiona, but when 
groups or individuals in s e l f -  
proclaimed authority over uo d ic
tate our way of l iv in g  and we can
not contract out then we have a 
right to make our own decisions.
The starving and the homeloss 
make the ir  own choice or die, and 
a society that cannot feed, clothe 
and house those i t  claims as i t s  
c it izens  abrogates any claim on 
the ir  lo ya l t ie s .  Be i t  the State, 
the romantic gunmen, the hijackers 
or the bomb blasting militants, a l l  
are seeking a solution to the ir  
own problems or th e ir  own ideals 
and we are the disposable end pro
ducts of th e ir  various o f f i c i a l  or 
u n o f f ic ia l  displays o f  v io lence.

Ovxr the years, within the anar
chist movement, individuals nave 
made th e ir  gestures against the 
d ic ta tes  o f  the State and have 
stood in the dock and pleaded 
th e ir  case and gone to prison and 
one honours them fo r  th is , yet 
these were invariably tho act3 of 
individuals forced into a personal 
confrontation with the State and 
i t s  satrop3 but outside that area 
of individual confrontation wc 
have l i t t l e  to show fo r  the long 
marches, the 3 it - in s ,  tho squats 
and the wordy debates. The*honour 
fo r  extending the area of the l i b 
erty  o f  the subject must surely go 
to the underground press, fo r  
without seeking economic or p o l i 
t i c a l  rewards they have won fo r  ub 
the r ight to speak and write our 
common tongue and to public ly  and 
openly speak and view subject mat
te r  that less  than ton years ago 
was damned to a lavatory oecrocy 
by the State and ‘public opinion.

Against Censorship. National Coun
c i l  f o r  C iv i l  L ibert ies  25p
Oraer of Assassins, the psycholo- 
y o f  Murder, by Colin Wilson 
Rupert Hart-Davio) £2.25

The Aesthetics of Freud, by 
J. Spector (Allen- Lane) £3.95

?

tk man
■E THE SUBJECT

THE NCCL have publiohod thoir 
prurphlet* AGAINST CENSORSHIP and, 
as always with thoir pub licat ion , 
i t  io l i t o ra to ,  informative and| 
backed by a common sense approaol 
to the problem. And the problem 
io  that ojd dev i l  Sex in print 
tho attempts and tho suggestions 
fo r  suppressing the printed word 
and picture. In 19C0 Goorgo 
Orwell's published essays con
tained his review o f  D a l i ’ s auto
biography, and Orwell in bis plaii 
spoken common sense Tribune prose: 
wrote that D a l i ’ s book was the 
product of a d ir ty  foulminded man, 
but Orwell held that as Dali was 
an acknowledged a r t is t  his book < 
his paintings should not bo sup
pressed, and here wrote the libe: 
a l l ibertar ian  w itting in tne 
judge's seat fo r ,  continued OrweliJ 
"short o f tho d ir ty  post cards 
that used to be sold in Mediter
ranean seaport towns, i t  io  doubt
fu l  policy to suppress anything", 
The sour jok o f  a l l  th is rubbish 
was that when in 1944 Hutchineone 
published th e ir  Saturday Book the; 
l i t e r a l l y  cut out of each copy 
Orwoll's review o f  D a l i 's  autobio
graphy on the grounds of ‘obscenity!; 
So there wo have tho fu l l  fooliBh 
c i r c le  o f  Dali wriring his book, 
Orwoll g iv ing his u n o f f ic ia l  per
mission fo r  I t 8 publication, yet 
at the same time demanding that 
"d ir ty  posx cards" muot be sup
pressed and a conservative publi
sher suppressing Orwell ’ s high- 
minded defence of censorship.

Law no Benefit
THE wCCL working party in.con
junction with the Arts Council &r-] 
rived at the simple agreement tha1 
laws agains obscenity provide no 
serious benefit to the public and j 
they are correct, fo r  the act o f 
censorship io  l ik e  unto cutting 
the t a i l  o f f  an endless snake as 
Orwell'o sad essay into judgeship 
showo. Yet the working party werej 
honest enough to face up to the 
matter o f  public dioplay of works 
or performances that might offend, 
yet fo r  myself I would, in that 
sane complete honesty, hold that 
fam il ia r i ty  rea l ly  docD breed i f  
not contempt then at least in d i f 
ference and the side-window of 
the loca l newsagents shop packed 
out with i t s  gaudy-covored horn 
books only claims a few adult 
viewers, as any observer could 
check fo r  himself.

And this is  the meaning of. l i b 
erty and Orwell did not learn the 
lesson, fo r  in the defence of 
freedom and l ib e r ty  you cannot 
xjhoose your- battleground. I f  the 
l ib e r ty  to publish and to view 
"d ir ty  postcards" io attacked then 
the publisher and the buyer must 
be defended, fo r  i f  you wait for  
the great and noble causes to cone

hogging fo r  you to defond them 
then tho battlo io alroady lo s t .  
Renembor Christ and seek your own 
salvation and your own l ib o r ty  
among tho outcasts o f  our socie
t ie s ,  no matter how wealthy they 
be.

Panned Reputation
And for the rest there io Colin 

Wilson's ORDER OP ASSASSINS with 
his Reader's Digest rambling down 
the memory lane o f  do-it-yourself 
murder. No man who has the cour
age to publish a book of essays 
with the t i t l o  Eafflo and Earwig 
need foar fo r  his reputation, i t  
is  alroady damnod but Colin conti
nues to push his claim that 
Nietzocho and Jack tho Rlppor 
should bo counted among tho human 
raco'o Top Ton, oach in hiB own 
fashion. In the Qrdor of Aooas- 
nino Colin gives the reader page 
a lter  page o f  good solid rapo and 
murder complete with deta i ls ,  and 
here io pornography fo r  l iko  booko 
on wine, rooes, sox, murder or 
fish i t  bores by sheer repetit ion. 
An idoal Christmas present for  a 
sixteen year old boy, but despite 
the reappearance o f  Sergeant 
Bertrand who was knocked o f f  by 
the French fuzz in 1849 fo r  spend
ing his nighto in tho cemotory 
digging up the loca l talent for  
counting oes9iono one fee lo  that 
that the necrophiliac can hardly 
be counted among the L i fe  Force 
and OZ and IT and Nasty Tales 
have not yet conditioned us fo r  
uceing Brando acting i t  out on the 
wide screen with a spade instead 
of the ha lf  lb . o f  best butter.

J. Spector’ o THE AESTHETICS OP 
FREUD I  dismiss out o f  hand fo r  
the rubbish i t  i s .  I  have l i t t l e  
respect fo r  Prcud and his catalo
guing of t^c obvious, for  I  f e e l
that his pooudo-intcllectual f o l 
lowers have produced more misery 
than almost any other branch of 
the fa lse  sciences, in that they 
o f fe r  hopo to the sick that they 
can nevor f u l f i l  and givo the 
S ta te '9 authority to fool3, 
clerks and quacko. Within 
Spector's book ho roads the tea 
leaves in regard to Freud's views 
on art and the a r t is t .  In Freud's 
The Interpretation of Dreams he 
oackod every horoe by f i l l i n g  
page a f te r  page with objects that 
had a sexual connotation and one 
could only ask to be shown an ob
ject  that was not oex-orientated. 
And so with Freud on art ,  fo r  tho 
tes t  io  surely not to be shown 
Freud'3 theories -as contained 
within every painting but one 
painting that does not conform to 
a Freudian analysis, fo r  only 
then can we test Froud's claim. 
Meanwhile back to the cemetery 
with Bertram.

Arthur Moyse

Film Review scientist. My fembaesy will protect. true.

WHAT IS TRUTH?

BLOOD OF THE CONDOR,
Paris-Pullman

ARTHUR MACHEN, a writer of tales of 
mystical horror, wrote a story in which 
ghostly archers appeared at the battle of 
Mons, fighting alongside the British Ex
peditionary Force. It was intended as 
no more than a patriotic inspirational 
piece, but when it was published people 
who had fought in the battle, or knew 
Bomcbody who had, started writing in to 
say that they had seen this, or their friend 
or relative had seen it. The medieval 
longbowmen soon became angels, and 
•"The Angels of Mons" were born.

Blood of the Condor is set in the Andes. 
It is probably fiction, but one is left to 
work that out for oneself, one is not told.
A team called the Corps of Progress, 
based on the American Peace Corps, ar
rive in the village. The women who are 
about to give birth are encouraged to do so 
in the clinic set up by the corps. Although 
these women have had a number of children 
before going to the clinic they arc unable 
to have any afterwards, and the peasants 
begin to smell a rat.

They discover that when a woman 
goes to the clinic to have her child she 
is afterwards, while unconscious, ster
ilised, without being told anything about 
it. A rising then takes place and the

We only sterilised women who already 
had children." The peasants castrate 
him.

What is one to make of all this? 
Michael Elmer writes in The Guardian 
(3/3/73) that the Peace Corps in Bolivia, 
some of whose members he knows, were 
nothing like the Corps of Progress in the 
film. Nevertheless, in spite of their 
good work, they were expelled from the 
country, as a result of the showing of 
this film. In disputes over the truth of 
the film a circular situation developed, 
in which supporters of the allegation that 
there had been a secret plot to sterilise 
Indian women quoted the film as evidence.'

What is someone living in England to 
say? Is he to believe the film or Michael 
Elmer? All the present writer can do is 
to state his prejudices.

The film is shown In Chelsea, that 
centuries-old fortress of the English 
peasantry. It is clapped at the end by 
its audience of prosperous young farm
workers. I suggest anti-American feel
ing rather than sympathy with the poor 
Bolivians inspires this applause.

At the start of the film the Pope is 
quoted to the effect that the answer is 
not birth control but "science and prog
ress", or words to that effect. To find 
the Catholic Church all for Progress is 
delightful enough. Even more quaint is 
the idea, which the Pope evidently 
shares with our technological conqulsta- 
dores, that the world's resources are

I am suspicious of anti-birth control 
and anti-abortion propaganda. Behind 
the idealistic phrases usually lurks the 
idea that sex i6 for procreation only, not 
for plcasufe, that womon arc merely a 
means to an end, the propagation of the 
race, not people in their own right, and 
that plenty of cannon fodder is always 
necessary.

In short I am more disposed to believe 
Michael Elmer than the makers of this 
film. My guess is that it began as a 
patriotic inspirational story like Arthur 
Machcn's, but when it achieved success 
and people began believing it was true 
its makers had not the heart to spoil 
things. This is putting it as charitably 
as one can.

Asa  warning of what might happen in 
the future it is not a bad film. In this 
terrible century anything is possible.
But we should be told whether the story 
is true or not,

Arthur Wardo

A National Film Theatre programme 
does warn that the charges of sterilisa
tion arc only allegations, but unless 1 
missed some note among the quoteb and 
credits at tho beginning of the film, 
there was nothing to say whether it was 
truth or fiction.

head of the clinic is seized. "You can't boundless. All that is needed it a bit
do anything to me, " he cries, "I'm a more know-how. Unfortunately it isn't

BOOKSHOP open Tucs - Fri 2-6 p.m,
Thura to 8. 30 p.m. 
Saturday 10 a.m,-4 p.m. 

Any book not In atock but in print can 
bo aupplled. Pleaae add poatage as in 
brackets,
•Rebel Volcea - An l.W.W, Anthology 

Edited by Joyce L. Kornbluh
£2.50 (21p)

•Anarchy
(zip)Manuel Gonzales Prada £0.04

•Marked for Life: A criticism of
assessment at Universities

A . Powell and B. Buttcrworth
£0. 15 (zip)

•Beyond Automation
George and Louise Crowley

(Zip)£0. 10
•Herbert Read

Pip)Francis Berry £0.20
♦Oscar Wilde

dip)James Laver £0. 20
•George Orwell

dip)Tom Hopkinson £0.20
•William Morris

Philip Henderson 
•Shelley

£0.20 dip)

dip)G.M. Matthews £0. 20

NOW AVAILABLE
1 973 PEACE CALENDAR " SO YEARS 
OF NON-VIOLENT RESISTANCE" 
Published by the War Registers' League 
(U.S.). Profuacly illustrated with photo
graphs. 64pp; with text on the Story of 
Radical Pacifism in the U.S. from World 
War 1 to the Present Day - by Monty
Jozcr. £0.95 (Sp)
•The Book of Ammon

Ammon Hennacy £3.00 («P>
•The One-Man Revolution in America

Ammon Honnacy £3.00 (15p)
•Celebration of Awarenes B

Ivan D. Dlich £0.95 <*P)
•Dcschooling Society

Ivan D. niich £0.95 (8p)
•The Culture of Cities

Lewis Mumford £2. 50 (25p)

FREEDOM PRESS Ja Angel Alley

84b WHITECHAPEL HIGH S T R E E t ^ ^  ** V  , * 
LONDON Ei Phone 01-247 9 H 9

(Aldgatc East underground station, 
Whitechapel Art Gallery exit and 
turn right - alley next to Wimpy 
Bar)

WRITE FOR FULL PUBLICATIONS 
LIST AND BOOKLISTS.____________

SUBSCRIBE TO FREEDOM 
Surface Mail Inland

One year 
Six months 
Three months

A ir m a il

Europe ic Mid. East 
The Americas 
India, Africa he 
Australasia h Japan
(six months pro rata)

2 copies £5.60 per year
(6 or 3 months pro rata) 

Bulk: 10 copies 40p

£3.00 ($7,50)
£ 1*50 ($3.75)
£0. 80 ($2.00)

1 year £4.00
1 year $12.50
1 year £4.50
1 year £5.00

Bookshop Notes

Freedom Bookshop now has in stock a 
limited supply of the writings of Michael 
Tobin published by the Medway Libertar
ians, Michael is at present serving a 
two year prison sentence for distributing 
a leaflet inciting troops not to go to 
Northern Ireland, Amongst the pamph
let* by him avallablo aVe: "The Liber
tarian Manifesto" 5p (2ip); "A Matter 
of Dialectics - A Dialectical Critique 
of Historical Materialism" 5p (2}p); 
"Members of tho Jury" - Michael's 
courtroom speech, 5p (2jp); "The Birth 
of Libertarian Humanist Man" 5d (2̂ p); 
"The Libertarian Sunrise" 5p (2fp); 
"Libertarian Humanism and Global 
Revolution" 5p (inc, post); "Man or 
Naked Ape" 5p (Zip); and various other 
free leaflets by Michael, whose case 
was given considerable coverage by 
Freedom at the time of hie trial last year, 
but to a large extent ignored by the "left" 
as a whole.



l ie  BROTHER
0?K BIG BROTHER io  watching uo.
I f  have about 100 p o l ic e  T.V, 
cameras watching uo a l l  over the 
centre of Stockholm. Our rad io , 
t.v. and the Journalist l a i r s  o f  
cur yellow preoo are d a i ly  t r y in g  
to fens our opinions, t e l l  uo what 
to think and bring abourdity to  a 
fine art. One docidoo to re lax  
trez a l l  th is ,  read a n o n -p o l i t i 
cal book, paint a p ic tu re  or take 
» walk through th is  b eau t i fu l  
stretch of land. But no, ono io 
wcker. from a done o f  apathy by the 
clumsy claoh o f  crim inal p o l ic e  
cymbals.

Seme years ago tho p o l ic e  once 
ached to enter my f l a t  without a 
search warrant, and as they la id  
tsr.d? or. me the o i tu a t ion  could 
easily have led  to v io len ce .
Owing to tho sa le  o f  our house we 
found a new f l a t .  A f to r  l i v i n g  
there over a year with a contract 
the owner says to my g i r l  f r ien d ,  
•Seeing as that man you 're  l i v i n g  
with is  coloured, what kind o f  
character has he go t? "  Always ex
pecting th is  kind o f  th ing  I  de
cided to be on my guard and leave  
the house, but th a t 's  not easy.

A year passed, and about two 
weeks ago two men appeared at ny 
door claiming the owner had given 
thee permission to  search. They 
offered no search warrant or iden
t i f i c a t io n  so I  refused them ent
rance. They hurried down tho 
stairs to my neighbour, who l e t  
then in without a word o f  p ro tes t .  
A fter a while they came out onto 
the landing (none o f  h is  four 
f la t s  were searched) and I  heard 
him say to them, "Tne Gorman has 
very regu lar work". On question
ing him about th is  he to ld  me the 
men were p o l ic e  who showed him 
the ir  id e n t i f i c a t i o n  immediately. 
According to him they were in ves t 
iga t in g  a bank robbery in  the 
d i s t r i c t .  He denied making tho 
statement 1 heard on the landing. 
He then t r ie d  to cover the whole 
thing up, unconcerned that they 
d id n 't  revea l th e ir  id en t i ty  to 
me. T e l l in g  me th is  was none of 
my business. For the po l ice  to 
remain anonymouo to mo asking to 
search and thon go down

'and. m fe r roga te  a neighbour about 
me I  b e l ie ve  (although l  stand to 
be co rrec ted ) io  a breach o f  regu
la t io n s .  Although the statement 
about the German was concerning my 
next-door neiughbour. Whatever 
they were looking, f o r  they appear

IN SWEDEN
to  have mndo uo th e ir  f i r s t  quest.
I f  we transposed th is  s itu a t ion  to 
B o l fa o t ,  then th is  unfortunnto man 
would otand tho chance o f  g o t t in g  a 
b u l le t  in the head bccauoo tho po l
io© were using him as an informer. 
This has caused an. unploaoant o i t 
uation botwoon the '"neighbour" and 
myself owing to such clumsy mwthodo 
which would make Scotland Yard 
laugh th e i r  heads o f f .  Tnio nan 
had been oo conditioned by author
i t y  that he would probably agree to 
anything the p o l ic e  suggested.

To amuse myself i  decided to 
shout a proteot down the long 
Jabberwocky co rr id o rs  o f  po l ice  
headquarters. I t ' s  always in t e r 
e s t in g  to see how the p o l ic e  react 
in  th is  s i tu a t ion .  Whenever I en
t e r  that bu ild ing  1 always f e e l  I 
am making an entrance onto a stage.
I  in terv iewed an inspector Thunberg 
and a J. L i l j e n b o rg  who wore not 
the men in question.

The o f f i c e s  in  th is  Lewis Carro ll 
- l i k e  bu ild ing  are very t in y  and 
f o r  psycho log ica l reasons they a l 
ways put one in a corner chair 
sandwiched between the desk and the 
w a l l  oo one can 't  move an inch.
This time I  d id n 't  f a l l  f o r  that 
ono, but made Mr. L i l jcn b e rg  s i t  in 
i t  instead to l e t  him know what i t  
f e l t  l i k e .

During a very eccen tr ic  conversa
t ion  Mr. Thunberg got a b i t  worried 
and says, "As you 're  oo angry per
haps you had b e t te r  leave  the 
bu ild ing  immediately." "Did you 
ask fo r  id e n t i f i c a t i o n  from the non? 
asked inspector L i l jcn bo rg ,  s h i f t 
ing nervously in that impossible 
chair . I  nad to smile. He thought 
he'd nailed  me because o f  th is .
Then suddenly Mr. Thunberg turned 
in to  a March Hare whilst f in ge r in g  
through my Swedish passport.. What 
he ac tu a l ly  sai3 wao so embarras
sing i won't repeat i t ,  but i t  wao 
to the equivalent that he consi
dered me a " fo r e ig n e r " .  At th is 
point l  r ea l is ed  that I should nave 
brought Ingmar Bergman's cameraman 
with me, and a brain s p e c ia l i s t .

Our p o l ic e  seem to know nothing 
about the soc ie ty  they l i v e  in .
They don 't  see a community o f  peo
p le ,  they see n a t io n a l i t i e s .  Moot 
o f  us here are paying l i p  serv ice  
to  the p r in c ip les  of in te rn a t ion a l
ism, but with the same breath use 
th is  word fo re ign e r  with such a 
lash that i t  draws blood and tears .  
Curtain !

l i o o  a 
mako n 
11 ' n
B r i e f l y .

Lblo l o r r o r t o t  Law
[On tho government1n tnbio 

lent which thoy nnvo to 
.•Ion about vory noon.*
.td "Tho to r ro r ln t  lnw".

•akoo poss ib le  the throwing out 
th is country, without a shadow 
Mroof, o f  any p o l i t i c a l l y  ao t lvo  

„_-l6Mint whom tho po l lco  and gov- 
•XTXltnt nocro t iy  donlgnato no a 
Presumptive t e r r o r i o t " .  And who 

p H  bo nblo to provo that oomoono 
! •  •  probablo t e r r o r i s t ?  Apparont- 

I t ' s  onough that thero i s  a 
wall grounded" reason to prooumo 

•bat ho bolongo to or works f o r  a 
P o lit ic a l organized group which i t  
oan be feared w i l l  uoo v io ion co ,  
threat or compulsion as moans in 
l t e  a c t i v i t i e s .  The s ecu r i ty  po l
ic e  w i l l  r e g i s t e r  a l l  p o l i t i c a l  
opinions o f  immigrants and with tho 
help o f  data machinoe w i l l  separato 
the wolves from tho sheep. They 
will r e g i s t e r  a l l  people who "work 
fo r " ,  which a lso  means 'su ppor t1, 
■sympathize w ith '  or ' s e r v e ' .  Thio 
does not have to be defined e i th e r ,  
ae the r e g i s t e r  w i l l  be sec re t .
There w i l l  bo tapping o f  telephones 
died by suspected fo re ign e rs .
8earch o f  nouoe and porson. Le tto rs  
w in  be con tro l led  and on p o l i t i c a l  
grounds certa in  fo re ign e rs  commit
ted to  l i v o  and work in certa in  
places in tho country. The way the 
law i s  worded makes i t  very  f l e x 
ib le  and i t  can be misused by the 
police.

Why doesn 't  our T .v .  in v i t e  our 
ministor o f  " ju o t i c o "  Mr. Lennart 
Geij ner and about throe " fo r e ig n e rs "  
including myself (seo ing  as i t ' s  my 
suggestion) so we can ask him oome 
questions and discuss th is  law?
They can a l l  speak th e ir  own langu
ages and we could have t ran s la to rs .  
Thlngo are not discuosod onougn 
norel i 'm sure wo couid a l l  en ter
ta in tho public f o r  n a i f  an nour. 
Anotnor th ing , I haven 't f in ished  
my conversation with Herr Tweedle
dum and Herr Twoediodec y e t .  I  can 
be reached through Freedom Press.

H.
•Our correspondent to ld  us that 
there has been no public outcry at 
the proposal o f  th is  law because 
" i t ' s  oniy going to be f o r  one 
year" and thererore  res iden t f o r 
eigners shouldn 't worry about I t .
The guardian f/4/73 b r i e f l y  reports  
the passing o f  th io  law (on,6tn 
A p r i l )  g iv in g  the p o l ic e  authority  
to tap telephones, open mail and 
search houses o f  fo re ign e rs  sus
pected o f  t e r r o r i o t  a c t i v i t y .
The report  adds that the law, 
p.-.osed by an overwhelming majo
r i t y  a f t e r  a long debate, is  
aimed at p o l i t i c a l l y  a c t iv e  Arabs 
and Yugoslavs; i t  makes no men
t ion  o f  a t in e  l im i t  on i t s  
opera t ion .

Conference Report

ARMS AND ECOLOGY

BRIAN JOHNSON, Director of the Eco
logical Foundation at the University of 
Sussex and an associate editor of The 
Ecologist (which produced "Blueprint 
for Survival") was the main contributor 
to the Conference held by the Interna
tional Continuing Committee (March 
3lst/ApriI 1st). The subject of the con
ference was Environment Development 
and Armaments and amongst the confer
ence papers John Davoll, Director of 
the Conservation Society ».ommcndcd the 
idea of linking these three topics. By 
separating experts into their specialities 
he spoke of "the administrator who adds 
up the figures and concludes that there is 
enough food to go round, because no one 
has told him that the pesticides and fer
tilizers the agronomist plans to use will 
run off into the oceans and poison the 
fish Brian Johnson associated himself 
»ith this view of linking associated topics.

His talk was valuable and stimulating 
- as one biologist commented to me af
terwards: "a synthesis of the Blueprint, 
the Club of Rome and all the critics of 
the ecological bandwagon". The triple 
terrors were Governments, armaments 
and high technology and the resistance 
consisted of "the international non
governmental front" which emerged at 
Stockholm last year. The nation-state's 
importance was that it played "an ex
plaining role, a directive force for the 
status quo", it had a symbiotic relation
ship with armaments which contributed 
to the planetary disease of inflation as 
arms production is not mopped up in 
consumption. Brian Johnson wondered 
why city editors never comm ited on 
this, knowing of their great concern for 
inflation. Armaments were only a part 
of the vicarious high technology living 
u.hich was the creation of those who held 
economic growth as their God.

The speech recently made by Clapham,

President of the Confederation of British 
Industry in which Britain was knocked 
for being "the peasants of Europe" re
ceived the rejoinder that vc should be
come just that. It was reported that Dr 
Mansholt, the former EEC President, 
felt the whole West should become peas
ants. Interestingly, in Dr Mansholt's 
home country of Holland the Club of 
Rome’s "Limits to Growth" has been 
a best seller.

A fascinating sidelight on the Ecolo
gist's "Blueprint for Survival" was the 
behind-the-scenes influence it has had 
on the higher administration in Britain. 
The Energy crisis predicted is now with 
us and Nixon is talking of tapping solar 
energy (a la Reich?) and on transport it 
is now far from heresy to comment that 
wc don’t need a third London airport at 
all.

As regards developing countries, 
Johnson held that aid had considerable 
returns for the rich countries in terms 
of future markets and influence. A more 
realistic pricing of raw materials from 
the third world would be the most sen
sible means of releasing resources from 
the rich world.

Your correspondent's view is that the 
ecological movement has learnt a lot 
about politics over the last 12 months.
J was told it had beer "a humbling 
experience".

J. W.

PORTUGUESE ANARCHISM

THE CASE OP TZU TSAI CHENG

Freedom press has received copies 
o f  the b u l le t in  0 C larao, a month 
monthly publication  o f  anarchist 
tox ts  i n ’ Portuguese. The aim o f  
the publication  is  to help Portu
guese-speaking comrades, including 
B raz i l ians  and A fr icans, at pres
ent dispersed and iso la tod  a l l  
over the world, to formulate and 
express th e i r  views.

31arao i s  a va i la b le ,  pr ice  10p + 
j-p post, from Freedom Proso 

Bookshop. S.C.

TZU TSAI CHENG, a nat ive  o f  Taiwan 
(Formosa), l e f t  to study a rch ite c 
ture in the U.S. in 1962. In 1964 
he Joined the Formosa Independence 
Movement. The Chiang Kai Shek r e 
gime, a p o l ic e  3 ta te ,  which has 
ruled Taiwan fo r  24 years, with
drew h is  passport, rendering him 
Stato leos .

In A p r i l  1970 Chiang Ching kuo, 
son and h e ir  apparont, and tho 
rea l  ru le r  o f  Taiwan, went to the 
U.S.A. to  ask f o r  more weapons, to  
suppress the lo c a l  population, not 
to invade mainland China.

At a demonstration organised ag
ainst him by the WUFI (World Uni
ted Formosans fo r  Independence) a 
shot wao f i r e d  at him. Cheng a t
tempted to f r e e  the would-be ass
assin from the p o l ic e .  Both men 
were arrested , Cheng with only 
l e a f l e t s  in h is  hands.

Taiwanese abroad contributed 
money which enabled Cheng to be 
reletfsed on b a i l .  Later the other 
man, Peter  Huang, wao a lso ba i led .  
The t r i a l  began in May 1971.
Huang pleaded g u i l t y  6o Cheng was 
t r ied  alone and found g u i l t y  o f  
attempted murder and i l l o g a l  pos
session o f  a gun. He l e f t  New 
York before  sentence was announced 
and f l e d  to Sweden.

In July he gave a f u l l  report  on 
his case and applied fo r  p o l i t i c a l  
asylum. He was permitted to stay 
and work. His w ife  and two c h i ld 
ren joined him. But he was ar
rested in June 1972, because the 
U.S. demanded his ex trad it ion .  In 
September ho was put on an Ameri
can piano, although unconscious 
and i l l ,  and flown to f i r s t  a 
Copenhagen hosp ita l  and then to 
London, where he s t i l l  i s .

PRIVILEGED RECRUITING IN 
TH E  CITY OF LONDON

A FEW DAYS before tho end of the 
Angry Brigade Trial, »  group of young 
anarchists protesting In Fcnchurch 
Street about the deliberate silence of 
the British press and the political nature 
of this trial, had iholr leafleting stopped 
by the City Police, who suddenly ap
peared In cars and on bikes at the ratio 
of 2 policemen for each anarchist.

Invoking vague excuses of "obstruct
ing tho pavement", "public nuisance" 
and the existence of an obscure Metro
politan Pollco Act of 1867, the police 
were determined to atop this protest, and 
indeed after few minutes of verbal resis
tance, our anarchist friends were* forced 
to stop the lcafleting and move or face 
arrest.

Last* February, the same Police force 
stopped a leaflet distribution, by mem
bers and officials of the National Union 
of Bank Employees, NUBE, who were 
recruiting new members for their Union 
outside the Bank of England.

Invoking the same old piece of legis
lation (1867!! !) this time the Police per
suaded this "better breed" of activists to 
stop their campaign, informing them 
nevertheless that this Act, passed dur
ing Queen Victoria's reign, allows the 
Commissioner of Police the discretion 
to give permission to organisations for 
leaflet distribution, but that as a matter 
of policy, this permission is never 
given.

Never putting in doubt the class le
gality of the police action against them, 
the NUBE officials are now, as good 
bureaucrats, working to have this deci
sion changed.

Having been a witness of these inci
dents, 1 was quite surprised to be 
greeted, one morning of last week, by 
a smiling young WREN, who was dis
tributing leaflets in the public hall of 
the Monument Underground Station, in
viting the arriving City workers to a 
RECRUITING WEEK organised by the 
Volunteers of the City of London.

What kind of law is this one, if not a 
fascist law, that stops anarchists and 
trade Unionists to go about peacefully 
lcaflcting on behalf of their beliefs or 
their organisations, but allows the en
tire Army and the Navy to "invade" for 
a week the City of London, in an effort 
to recruit youngsters, fool enough to 
be impressed by the authoritarian 
glamour of uniforms and brass bands 
and the staged atmosphere of a Military 
Circus ? •

It is very significant to see the Lord 
Mayor of London, personification of the 
Capitalist interests in the City, opening • 
for a week the doors of HIS City.to the 
. . . Honourable Artillery Company, the 
21st Special Air Service Regiment (Art
ist) (Vols), the 6th (Vols) BN the Queen's 
Regiments, the 39th (City of London) 
Signal Regiment (Vols) the Intelligence 
and Security Groups (Vols), the 4th (Vol) 
BN the Green Jackets, the 217 (London) 
General Hospital RAMC (Vols), the 
Royal Naval Reserve, the HMS THAMES, 
all with their mobile recruiting displays 
. . .  Very significant indeed, after all, 
the Army, the Navy and the Air Force 
exists to protect, at our expense, the 
Lord Mayor's friends, their property, 
investments and privileges.

* • *

"BECOME A VOLUNTEER" reads the 
militarist pamphlets handed to me that 
morning, "Service with the Volunteers 
is a worthwhile and profitable hobby, 
which has vacancies for both the young 
men and women. You can join at any 
of the listed displays. A recruiting dis
play will be at Tower Hill, where a full 
sized hot air balloon will be inflated in 
the Moat. "
BECOME A VOLUNTEER - BEFORE 
THE BALLOON GOES UP!

As an anarchist 1 would like to be free to 
say to the young City workers " INVEST 
IN YOUR FUTURE - BECOME AN 
ANARCHIST - BEFORE THE CAPITAL
IST BALLOON BLOWS UP. »

C.P.

I

I f  ho i s  returned to the U.S. he 
may face  a 32-year sentence. I f  
he is  sent back to Taiwan ho mey 
ho executed.

Those who wish to help stop th is  
barbarity  should get In touch with 
the Group fo r  the Defence o f  Xzv 
Tsai Cheng, o/o I .C .D .P . ,
6 Endeleigh S tree t ,  London, V. C . l  
telephone 387 5755. »r H
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voprrnontntivou, p o l l t l c n l  port ion 
. y " rovo lu t ionary" vanguards or
••londorohlpn".

REVOLUTION/ Y ANARCHISTS reck, and 
are working fo r ,  the eotnblirhnent 
o f  o soc ie ty  which w i l l  render im- 
pooolblc the growth of n p r iv i leged  
c looo, and the domination and ex
p lo ita t ion  of can by can. Wo, 
there fore , advocate the coccon 
owncrohip o f  the land and a l l  noano 
o f  production and d is tr ibu t ion  on 
the- b33ia o f  voluntary co-opcrntion 
and cutual aid, by and in the in t 
erests o f  soc ie ty  ao a Whole. Wo 
aloo ocek the abo l it ion  o f  Govern
ment ar.d State.
. ?o achieve ouch o ooc ie ty ,  we ore 
working towardo the abo l it ion  of 
a l l  these cechanions which arc nec
essary to our p.rcocnt chaotic, 
authoriturian, unjust and unequal 
ooc iety  -  ouch os capital-accumula- 
t ion and production fo r  pr iva te  - 
or State -  p r o f i t ,  inotead o f  fo r  
need, the wages oyotec and coney. 
Revolutionary anarchists otand fo r  
the self-emancipation o f  the work- 
ing-cluos, wherein a l l  may work and 
contribute to the general good ac
cording to her or his a b i l i t i e s  and 
wishes, and take from the common 
pool according to her or his needs 
and wants, each detercin ing her or 
his needs and wants.

In our view, ouch a soc iety  would 
have no need o f  the coercive powers 
o f  a State machine and apparatus. 
Indeed, i t  would not be highly cen
tra l is ed ,  but would run i t s  ser
v ices , and organise i t s e l f ,  on a 
federa l ,  decentra lised, basis. Many 
anarchist communities would prob
ably be large enough to be reason
ably s e l f - s u f f i c i o n t  in many o f  the 
normal necess it ies  o f  l i f e ;  but, 
where possible and pract icab le , 
small enough fo r  Dost people to 
know each other.

Such is  the general view that we 
have of a future soc ie ty .  Such is  
our "outl ine plan". We cannot - 
and would not attempt to -  draw up 
deta i led  drawings. Future soc ie ty  
w i l l  be determined by the people 
themselves -  not by starry-eyed 
"anarch ist" dreamers, or by so- 
ca l led  revolutionary e l i t e s ,  plan
ners or soc ia l  "engineers".

Organisation
DESPITE what opponents o f  anarch-

lorn may eay, anarchintro arc not 
opposed to organ isation : tho vor* 
opposite, in fa c t !  Rcvolutionary 
anarchisto favour more - and b?t- 
te r  - organisation than we have 
in our chaotic c a p i t a l i s t  ooc ie ty  
today; but wo arc against autho- 
r i ta r ia n  and bureaucratic organi
sation. A froc  ooc ie ty  i s  impoB- 
o ib lc  without organ isation . In 
the words o f  Alexander Bcrknan:
"The revo lu tion  nuot be prepared* 
And preparation s i g n i f i e s  organi
sation.

Anarchieto arc not concerned 
merely with changing the basic 
materia l conditions o f  l i f e ,  ouch 
as p roperty -re la t ionsh ips , but 
a lso i t s  general qu a l i ty ,  by euch 
moans, fo r  example, as open and 
conpleto access to a l l  information 
and f a c i l i t i e s  fo r  education (as 
against mere schooling) and le isure

Ao a neano of working towardo a 
f r e e  soc ie ty ,  revolutionary anar
ch is ts  concern themselves with ae 
accurate c r i t ic ism ,  ar.d opposition 
to ,  tho chaotic and oppressive 
soc ie ty  in which we " l i v e "  today 
as io  possib le ; we oppose private 
greed with soc ia l  and in d iv id ja l  
need; we encourage co-opcration 
in the in te res ts  o f  a l l ,  rather 
than competition, which only 
servos the in te res ts  o f  a few; we 
support and help to build up such 
organisations as rank-and-fi le  
Trode Union committees, tenant 
associations, consumer groups^ 
school-neighbourhood councils and 
s im ila r  bodies, an.l by doing oo 
help evolve the many and varied 
wayo by which the people them
se lves  can organise themselves 
without a p r iv i le ged  or ru ling  
c lass .  By ouch a c t i v i t y ,  we hope 
that the workers w i l l ,  one day, 
revo lu t ion ise  ooc ie ty .

At the same time, we as revolu
tionary anarchists are s t r iv in g  
to build our own organisations, 
not in order to dominate or opp
ress people, but as an instrument, 
among others, which w i l l  ass ist 
them in th e ir  s e l f - l ib e r a t io n .  We 
are completely opposed to any 
action, or organisation, which 
takc3 the in i t i a t i v e  from ordinary 
people, and gives i t  to permanent 
o f f i c i a l s ,  so-ca lled  Parliamentary

We, thore fore , bnoo our work and 
fic11v l t i o o  on tho day-to-day 
struggles fo r  b e t te r  l i v i n g  condi
tions and u gronter joy and s a t i s 
faction o f  l i f e ,  by l in k in g  up the 
aspirations and nctionn o f  tho 
ordinary working people, nnd deve
loping from them an understanding 
o f  the ir  common problems -  and 
common enemies -  which w i l l  act as 
a guide to our own strugg les  fo r  a 
pore sa t is fa c to ry  and f r e e r  form 
o f  ooc ie ty .  For us, ao r e v o lu t io 
naries, nonningful action io  what
ever increasco the i n i t i a t i v e ,  
part ic ipa t ion  and s o l id a r i t y  o f  
the people; that which io  s t e r i l e  
is whatever re in fo rces  th e ir  apa
thy, cynicism and p ass iv i ty .  We 
have no des ire  to lead people to 
the "Promised Land"!

The form that our organisation 
must take io ,  ao fo r  as possib le , 
u rea l isa t ion  o f  l ib e r ta r ia n  per
spectives in the current o ituat ion . 
I t  cannot be a so c ia l  modol o f  a 
free ooc ie ty ,  but must i t s e l f  dev
elop in in teract ion  with the dev
eloping l ib e ra t io n  of humanity i t -  
r o l f .  Such organisation w i l l  in 
ev itab ly  make mistakes. Indeed, 
"honestly made mistakes, providing 
we are organised in ouch a way to 
learn from them, are much better  
than the d ic ta tes  o f  tho moot in 
f a l l i b l e  Central Committee. We, 
there fore ,  r e je c t  the 'thou shalt 
obey’ a tt i tudes  o f  the Len in is ts "

L ibertarian S t rugg le . March,1973)
An anareniot organisation should 

be a membership organisation -  to 
some extent the fa i lu re  o f  the so- 
ca lled  Anarchist Federation o f  
Brita in  proved that; i t  ohould 
have a s p e c i f i c  ob jec t iv e  -  l i b e r 
tarian communism; i t  should be 
decentra lised , with a l l  groups 
having autonomy of action ; no de
le ga te ,  or group o f  delegates, 
should have more than a co-ordina
ting function; delegates must be 
subject to immediate r e c a l l  at any 
time by those who mandate them.

(to  be continued)
Peter E. Nowell

TOWER HILL
ON MONDAY 26th March two bailiffs 
were on the Tower Hill housing estate 
delivering court orders to tenants who 
arc on rent strike. That evening the 
Council was holding a full council meet
ing (these arc opened to the public) and it 
was for this meeting that the Action Group 
had organised a demonstration outside the 
council buildings in protest to Winstan- 
lcy's (housing manager) attempts to try 
and get eviction orders served on tenants 
who are on rent strike (see Freedom 
24/3/73). As councillors were entering 
the buildings they were approached by 
tenants who asked for an explanation 
over the court orders that were deliv
ered to tenants that very same morning. 
They (the councillors) said they know- 
nothing about them. At 7 o'clock when 
wc tried to enter the council buildings wc 
were told by high ranking police officers 
that there were only enough seats in the 
council chambers for forty people and as 
there were over 200 tenants present they 
let forty in, one by one. When the hous
ing committee’ s report came up on the 
agenda it was stated that the decision that 
was taken at a previous council meeting 
still stands, i. e. that no notices to quit 
or eviction notices will be served on any 
of the Tower Hill tenants who are on rent 
• trike in protest against the Housing Fi
nance Act. The summonses that were 
served on rent strikers earlier on in the 
day was also discussed and lo and behold 
none of them knew anything about them 
(ao they say). These summonses arc not 
possession orders they arc only money 
judgement orders. The Action Group 
realises that many tenants are scared 
of these court letters so it was decided 
at our last meeting that wc get every 
tenant who has received one of these 
letters to come to the next Action Group 
meeting and help decide what line of ac
tion we should take. A few of us have 
been talking between ourselves and two 
ideas that came up were, - that we send 
the letters back to the County Court with 
’rent strike1 written all over them, or 
appear in court without filling in the form 
that was attached to the letters and state 
that we don’t intend to pay any money as

RENT STRIKE
we've come here on rent strike and we arc 
leaving on rent striker. By the time this 
article goes to press our line of action 
will have been decided upon. This week 
the council has been distributing brand 
new unmarked rent books to the tenants. 
The new rate rises have been addrd on to 
our rents nnd have risen between 35p or 
4 5p per week. Last October we received 
a rent increase of f l  per week on our 
rents and wc arc in for another rent in
crease of 50p per week in October this 
year. Together with our rates this will 
mean that wc will have had an increase 
in the region of £2 per week added on to 
our rent in a period of twelve months. 
Sonic tenants who have dropped out of the
rein strike are now- asking is it alright if 
they can come back on the rer.t strike. 
This I would say is a healthy sign. Nov 
that the new rate increases have come in 
the owner occupiers in Kirkby are begin
ning to organise themselves and are now 
considering a total rates strike, following 
Tower Hill's example. The Tower Hill 
Un-fair Rents Action Group would like to 
thank the tenants Action Groups from 
throughout Merseyside and the Greater 
Manchester areas, the trade unionists 
from Standard Triumph's, Fords and 
Bcwlcy Drive Liverpool Corporation 
works department for the support they 
gave to Tower Hill on Monday 26th March.

On Wednesday 28th March Micky 
Keating from Ovcr-thc-Bridge Tenants 
Association (Scotland Road area of Liver
pool) reappeared in the County Court by 
request of the Liverpool Corporation. 
Micky Keating along with other tenants 
faced eviction proceedings for refusing to 
pay his rent since Oct. 9th 1972 in pro
test against the Housing Finance Act.
While he was in the dock he told the 
judge quite plainly that he had been on 
total rent strike for six months and he 
would stay on total rent strike as long 
as the Housing Finance Act remained 
on the statute book. At tho end of the 
court case the tenants who had faced 
eviction walked out of the court with the 
knowledge that their homes and families 
were still secure. They are still on a 
total rent and rates strike. The Over-

CONTINUES
the-Bridgc tenants manage to do this by 
a mere technicality - the tenants claimed 
that the notices to quit had not been given 
to them personally (they got lost in the 
post). Consequently the Corporation lost 
the application for the possession of their 
homes and they will now have to start 
proceedings all over again (which will 
take about three months). Part of this 
article came from the Tower Hill Action 
Group bulletin No. 20.

Correspondent

PRESS FUND
Contributions received 
29 March-4 April inclusive

LEEDS: G.L. 30p; E.HAWTHORN, V ic . :  
J.C. £1; HKMEL HEMPSTEAD: R.P. 50p; 
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A Lcndon Pnderntion of Anarchists 
has been formed by anarchist 
gri'ijps in London. Anyone interes
ted should vr ito  to tho LPA c/o 
South London Anarchist Group 
3 Belmont Road, 8.V.4.
S. London group holds open mootings 
8 p.m. f i r s t  Wednesday of month.
ORA Bastor Conference in Glnsgov 
21-23 April .  Details fron Moira 
Young, 31 Burghond Drive, Linthouse 
Glasgow G51 4QJ
HASTINGS CHILDREN'S ACTION GROUP 
needs advice, information and f in 
ancial help for proposod Preo 
School. Anyono who can help please 
contact Judy Kirk, 15 Rversley 
Crescent, St. Leonards on Sea, Sx.
HEMEL HEMPSTEAD area -  anarchists/ 
l ibertarians interested in forming 
group please contact Rodorick 
Pnrkos, 90 Quecnsvay, Heaol Homp- 
stoad, Herts.
LIVERPOOL ASA - contact May Stono, 
C.32 Sunxerfiold, Tower H i l l ,
Kirkby, Liverpool.
LONDON ASA moots every Wednesday 
7.30 p.m. at. 3 Grange House, High
bury Grango, N.5 Black & Rod Out
look always available.By post 5p 
-4- 2lp
NOTTINGHAM: Trent Poly technic anar
chists contact Shirley Moreno or 
John Hinsloy through Pine Art Dept 
Dryden Street,  Nottingham.
CARDIFP: Dwarf Group forming. Con
tact Ian Matheson, 35 Corporation 
Rood, Grangetown, Cardiff
Alternative Shop opening this sum- 
n.arneods advice, suggestions, 
lrgc l help.. Please writo Box 103
NEW 7CRK LIBERTARIAN BOOK CLUB 
LBCYUPL£, fo r te igh t ly ,  Thursdays 
7 p.m. ot Workmen's C ircle Center,
369 811. Ave, corner 29 Street. Ad- 
c iss ico  frit-. April 26 Abe Plue- 
stcin: Tho Sp ir it  o f PreedOK in 
America; May 10 Ninzio PorTnicono* y  
Terrorism and tho Ita l ian  Anarchist
PEOPLE'S PKSTIVAL - RENT STRIKE:
The isecor.d free fe s t iva l  coarences 
in Windsor Great Pi rk on August 25 
Work preparing for i t  has just 
started. Details: B i l l  Dwyer,
26A Elmbcurno Rend. London SV17 8JR 
SELF-LIBERATION FESTIVAL. New 
York 19-20 May. F i l e s ,  Theatre 
e tc .  4 Discussion Sessions on 
H is to r ica l  Roots o f  Anarchism: 
Alternate Education : Anarchism 
Applied to Se lf-L ibera t ion . Write 
to Frank Werth or Bruce Davidow, 
Hunter L ibertarian A lliance, 
Roosevelt Houae, 49 E.65 Street,
New York, N.Y. 10021

MICHAEL TOBIN DEFENCE COMMITTEE 
265 Dale S treet,  Chatham, Kent

STOKE NEWINGTON FIVE SOLIDARITY 
Committee, 54 Harcombe Road, 
London, H.16

STOP THE FRENCH TESTS. Contact 
Greenpeace, c/o 176 Finchley Road, 
London, II.W.3

S.E. London Gutter Preoe, contact 
Vera KriBhok, 01-852 8879
Libertarian  Struggle , monthly paper 
o f  ORA, 5p + 2fcp post, or sub £1 
fo r  12 iDoueo from 29 Cardigan Rd. 
Leeds (a lso  in Freedom Bookshop)
"Spies fo r  Peace" the INSIDE STORY 
March/April issue, also containing 
more on prisons. 20p + 3^p post 
from 3 Belmont Road, S.W.4 or 
Freedom Bookshop
Ian and Peggy Sutherland revised 
new address: 13 Deincourt Close, 
(P lo t  3S) Pheasant Field Develop
ment, Dale Road, Spondon, Derby.
PEACE NEWS weekly fo r  non-violent 
revolution  has a struggle o f i t s  
own to win f i r s t .  Thoy need £850 
soon. Send donations and/or write 
fo r  specimen copy to 5 Caledonian 
Road, London, N .l .

Subscribers change of address: 
please n o t i fy  us i f  you can at 
leas t  a week before operative date

We welcome news, a r t ic le s ,  le t te rs .  
We go to press Monday so la tes t  
date fo r  receipt o f MSS 4 Notices 
io  the Monday in each week o f  Dub- 
l i c a t io n ,  and e a r l ie r  is  helpful.

Published by Freedom Preso, 
London, E. 1. Printed by 
Vineyard Press, Colchester.
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TH7. C7j ICE 4: .oHOP WILL BE CLOSED FOR

HOLIDAY or. 7RII ./ 20th & SATURDAY 21st AP3IL

(a lso  Monday J-rd)


