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NOW—A GENERAL STRIKE!

our backs but rather to get them ON FRIDAY, 2nd March, s demonstra-

: tion took place outeide Soutn Afrios
3 ‘L1 off our backs for good. House against the attacks that have

For too long trade unionists been made on student leadars in 3.
have concerned themselves merely Africa (English-speaking only!)

“1th struggling for increases in The previous Tuesday seven lea-
“2ges with all the divisive dif- ders of the National Union of Couth
~erentials between one group of African Students and a lecturer
vorkers and another. The time 18 were served with banning orders.
long overdue to raise our sights Bannings last five years and pro-
2bove the drudgery of a life as hibit meeting with more than one

vWage-slaves. The freedom t0 other person, prevent participstim
organise our own lives 1s ours in the Union's affairs and re-

sg'\.lg _I_En;_,!
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As usual the hacks of PFleet
Street have done their best to ex-
ploit the divisions between diffe-
rent groups of workers, and they
have tried to isolate those who
have the courage to challenge the
authority of the State. The gas
workers, in particular, despite
the concern they have shown for
the safety of the public have
faced a Press campaign of hate and
misrepresentation. The journalists

THE WIDESPREAD opposition to the
Government's wage freeze was under-
lined last week by the strikes of

several groups of workers notknown
for their militancy : gas wOIKers,
civil servants, railwaymen, hospl-
tal ancillary staff and teachers in
Tondon. In one week some 60,000

workers showed that they are not

prepared to be fooled by the Govern-
ment's prices and incomes swindle.

As was expected the Government

-
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boe anmauncid. that mnder Phase O gggiagiétchgézgtg%eZagozx;?gsig; for the taking. NOW, ., strict the 1e§ders tolzhg dia;; -
of its policy pay increases will g : ] Terry Phillipas ricts where they are ving. )
be limited to £1 plus 4% which Wh?Ch happens th statistic C:P' y ies no charge or trial.

1
means under £2-a-week for the most talnty fairly Irequently, ready to STOP PRESS

The purpose is to break white

A the blame on the gas workers'
place g English-speaking student organi-

deserving, lower-paid workers. action, The hypocritical concern

This has been more than eaten away
by the price rises, rent and rate
rises, etc., which have taken
place since the last pay increases.
As usual the Government has tried
to coat the arsenic pill with sugar
but it is still unpalatable. The
"tighter controls on food prices™”
conveniently do not cover fresh
foods such as meat, fish, eggs,
fruit and vegetables. Fortunately,
more and more workers are realis-

ing that the Government's real in-

tention is to force down wages in
order to maintain the profits of
the wealthy.

The success of the Labour Party's
amorous advances to the TUC has
convinced Harold Wilson that the
union leaders can be relied upon
t0 do his dirty work for him by
keeping dovm wages when he gets
back fo power. Recently he gave
a "categoriczl pledge" that the
next Labour Government would not
introduce statutory controls on
wages. In faect, itwideo-wnlikely —-
thzat the TUC dbrueaucrats can be
relied upon to effectively keep
down wages for any length of time
and, sooner or later, a future
Labour Government will resort to
statutory wage conirols. A change
of government will not change the
necessities of a capitalist econo-
my and authoritarian control of
our worxing lives by the State and
union lezders is certain to grow
if it is not resisted now.

DAVID CROWLEY, the 30~year-old
Morecambe man who knocked off a
judge's wig at the Appeal Court

and brought a touch of reality to..

the rarified obacenity of "just-~
ice” must be claimed as a hero by
all those who despise the State.

He had originally bteen sentenced
to four years for burglary at
Leeds Crown Court but his lawyer
appealed that such a sentence was
wrong inview of the trivial nature
cf the offence and Mr. Crowley's
known epilepsgy.

The appeal judges upheld the
gentence and Mr. Justice Brabin
s21d that they believed burglary
wag a serious offence - particu-~
larly 1f ycu have, as they do,
gCcaetning worth burgling - and
they could egee nothing wrong with
the sentence "in principle".

Zqually, eshould it be on the
tute books, there is nothing
ng "in principle” with cutting

a man'a right hand for picking
kets, disexbowelling a heretic
even sending a Jew to the gas
amuer.

Fut, the point is, what principle?
In thieg cage it iz the protection
of property, the defence of the
claas intereet of tne tiny propor-
of mankind that owns the very
grcund we walk upcn. As mexbers
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2 tcat clazs the judges know thelr

principles and why they are so0
highly paid to defend thenm.

¥r. Crcwley, acting like a man
rather ¢harn the tazed kitten thne
court and the systex would like
him tc be, reacted to the sentence
Ey protesting in the only way open
tc him ~- not with high-flown legal
mumto-jumbo, not with a humble

h‘militants.

.rulers to control our lives.
.‘May Day strike against the last

shown by the Press and Government
for the welfare of old people
"threatened by a strike" does not
extend to ensuring that thousands
0of them do not die every winter

‘through lack of food and heating.

Similarly, the hospital "ancillary"
workers because o0f the social im-
portance of their work face the
same kind of emotional blackmail
which suggests that they should
never take strike action to rise
above the pittance with which the
employers value their worth. Obvi-
ously, the blame belongs to a sog-
iety where the most important work
is often the most poorly paid, and
where others are happy to see this
state of affairs continue.

All over Britain the workers are
in revolt but each group of wor-
kers 1s isolated from the struggles
of others and inhibited by their
union leaders. - However, there
have already been calls for a

,General Strike from rank-and-file
The members of the TUQC ™

General Council have hastily rejec-
ted such notions and have shown

‘their fear of a "political" strike .

which challenges the right of the
The

Labour Government's anti-union

‘legigslation showed the power of

workers to act for themselves and
to resist any Government. A General
Strike must not be used to allow
politicians to ride to power on

"plea": but with.-his own body.

He leapt at the judges from the
box, pushing aside the legal books
that mark off our crimes, and went
for Mr. Justice Brabin - knocking
off his wig and glasses and leaving
a red mark on his face as a rem-
inder that the worm can turn, that
he won't always be called "My Lord",

For this Mr. Crowley waes given
an extra nine months. The judge ~
now talking to a man who was hand-
cuffed and surrounded - said that
aspsault was a serious thing. "This
matter is the more serious because
it was an attempt to interfere with
the administration of justice."

Think about that phrase. . How
was it interfering "with the ad-
ministration of justice"?  The
heavy retribution had already been
confirmed. The three judges, rep-
resenting the State rather than
society, had begun the process of
slow torture their "principles"
demanded.

What the judge meant was that
the seriousness of the offence de-
rived from the fact that the vict-
im - rather than being working
class - was a judge, one of the

Untouchables, one of the men whose -

role is to punish while we accept
their verdicts mildly.

A few days before a woman,
squatting with her family because
the judges' system will not and
cannot provide homes for all af us,
wag agsaulted by a law officer and
the terror and strain of this
brought on a miscarriage.
tent with undermining the founda-
tions of one life the State has %o

destroy another.

 day protest stoppage.

Not con-

londay: The IUC Emergency Conf-
erence passed a resolution ‘'in-
viting' unions to Jjoin ; ong-

Y,
Feather, TUC General Secretary,
explained that being 'invited'
to join is not the same as

% actually being 'instructed'. Eds.

| \ . - 6’% 1 :
Loving dogs is - O(y all right .

fbut two people - loving horses!

Whitehouse  should be told

Mrs.

E LIKE JUSTICE

' About the same time a 1l2-year-
'0old boy was murdered in Northern
Ireland by the British Army - not
gshot down in the course of a gun
battle, not even "accidentally" in
the line of fire, but shot in the
gstreet by a drunken merceneray
‘whose only trade is killing.
isn't simply our gloss on the
event - there is evidence.

But a judge, one of the drag
artists of the Bench, must not be
touched, not a hair on his head
must be pushed out of place. Why
not? Is he more likely to bleed
than the rest of us? Are his
bones softer and more prone to
damage? Will he burst into tears
because of his weak nerves? No,
none 0f these things.

The judge mustn't be touched, or
even approached, or even spoken to
without consent, because with one
blow the whole inhuman mystique of
the Law could be smashed. The Emp-
‘eror has no clothes and everyone
18 laughing at their new-found
knowledge.

In the same way as riot police
dress as, black machines to heigh-
ten the power of their inhumanity
830 the Law must hide behind its
robes, its buckled shoes, its
gscented wigs and archaic turns of
phrasge. It must not only punish
but must mystify us into acquies-
ence.

If David Crowley has been im=-
prisoned for contempt of court
then let the judges know that he
was only expressing the contempt
we all feel. The same class .

This

writes the Law, owns the propertj

that Law exists to protect, and
carries out that Law, punishing. -

sation and silence one of the few
remaining voices of white opposi-
tion. Coupled with the recent
police intimidation of the black
student organisation SASO, and the
strike by over 100,000 African
workers, 1t is clear that opposi-
tion to the apartheid regime is
growing. The demonstration was
organised by the Anti Apartheid
Movement, 89 Charlotte Street,
London W.1l (580-5311) and the
National Union of Students, 3
Endsleigh Street, London W.C.1l

(387-1277) M.H.

STUDENTS' __OCCUPATION

About two-thirds of Thames Poly-
technic students atiended a meet=
ing which decided on a three-day

. ~0occupation of the college last
week. As we go to press (Monday)
a smaller number are in favour of
continuing this week,.

The demonstration, while being
part of the general campaign for
better student grants, has the
wider motivation of hoping to gal-
vanize the N.U.S. into more in-
tense activity in that campaign
and of making Thames Poly admini-
stration aware of the hardship
caused by the failure to provide
accommodation for students. Some
students have been sleeping rough
- €.8. 1n railway stations - since
the beginning of this term. This
in turn has made the students
aware of the bad housing situation
in the area altogether, and they
are concerning themselves with
this. They seem to have made
good contacts with local people -
some wished to organize a picket
during the occupation.

During last week the academic
staff was given a holiday. The
students formed committees for
catering, cleaning, security, and
one for "alternative education".
Ideas on this latter are not yet
precise, but they had various
speakers from outside, including
the local tenants' association,

a repregsentative from the local
Labour Party, "Time Out", Medical
Aid for Vietnam, and Michael
Duane. In fact, there is a dis=-
patisfaction with the content and
purpose of Polytechnic education.

These students seem to be pos-
sessed of more forethought than
their mentors. One of the sitting-
in students pointed out that in
two years' time the Poly will move
t0 Thamesmead, with expansion of
the student population to 6,000
and living accommodation for 1,000,
in an area composed almost entirely
of council housing.

A Correspondent
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those who dare transgress it.
This is called Justice.

Whatever crime any of us may be
called to account for it can never
equal the crime of first condemn-
ing a man to poverty, forcing him
into desperate measures and then
punishing him because he revolts
against his condition. There is
no crime like justice.

Harry Harmer




Riff-Raff

THE CLAIMANTS UNION Guidebook is an
essential pamphlet to have in your grasp.

It tells how to form a group/how not to set
up your own tedious bureaucracy/how to
-claim on behalf of members/and some
entitlements. 10p from Nat, Fed.C, U,

at Dame Colet House, Ben Jonson Road,
London E.1 (01-790-3867)., *Supplementary
Benefits has just been published by Penguin
as a "Special". A useful 40p worth,

Sitting playing chess and thinking about
people in prison is a luxury and a fortun-
ate pogsition to be in. But one thing each
person could do, concerned to help or
inform others, is to join RAP - Radical
Alternatives to Prison - and get copies of
their pamphlet to sell locally. Another is
to write to anyone you know that might be
inside. Or from PROP get a 11st\q_‘those
needing friends on the outside. It is a °
small human gesture, meaning much if
you have ever experienced the niak,

The current issue of Inside Story is
about and by prisoners and is now anly
20p from 3 Belmont Road, London SW4,
A magazine every anarchist should sell
locally alongside his own outpourings of
poetry and political direct action,

e — ——

Anarchism is spreading almost despite
itself. Libertarian ideas long ferment-
ing within the mind are now exploding
verbally and physically within society.
Escaping from the rigid labels but true
to the anarchist tradition are many influ-
ential writers and thinkers whosé contri-
bution is vital if anarchists are to become
more than a sect. These people are to *
bz found in every walk of life, Trulya
subversive influence because they actu-
ally believe in the ideas they are talking
about. This is precisely why anarchism
is becoming a force to be reckoned with
intellectually. :
Perhaps nowhere is this more true
than in the business, the business, of '
education. This multi-million publish-
ing; media; property; manpower indus- "
try is of all established institutions the '
most vulnerable precisely because it is -
based on concepts of 'good citizenship"
and 'obedience' which encourage tiwo
faces. The staffroom image and the ?L
out-of-school cynicism; which of course
infects the children likewise, From the
earliest days of A,S, Neill, to the pres-
ent day opening of Free Schools within
cities like Liverpool and Manchester,
there has been a definite libertarian
philosophy for those truly concerned
‘about the education of free individuals;
but as Bertrand Russell has often pointed
out, f{ew people want to be concerned
about freedom, because freedom is a .
terrifying prospect to the unfree, the
vast majority, whose time is spent
working for others and thmkmg other

Review

CONVERSATIONS % ITH THE
BEWILDERED, By Eugen Loebl,
Schenk Publishing Co, Inc.,
Cambridge, Massachusetts,

no price gLiven.
THE POWER IN THE PEOPLE.

By Felix Morley, Nash (USA), $10.

EUGEN LOEBL was forced to leave
Czechoslovakia following the events of
1968. Formerly one of the leading
Marxists of the country, he had served
Slansky trials. Coming to the United
States, he made a tour of American
campuses and spoke to the students
there. To his dismay he discovered
that the young people were putting for-
vard the same ideas he had put forward
when he was young, ideas which had led
to dictatorship and mass-murder.
He had no doubt at all of the sincerity
" »{ the students, and in fact he found him-
self admiring them, but (with the excep-
tion of some anarchists and pacifists)
they seemed to be admirers of Che
Guevara and Mao Tse Tung, or perhaps
Trotsky. He argued with them, trying
to persuade them that violence and
authoritarianism only lead to more
misery, but he does not seem fo have
nag much success.

He believes that one of the basic mis-
takes that his generation made wasg to see

in the proletariat the revolutionary clau.
Really, he believes, it is the mtelhgentna,

‘ists were responsible was part of the

To Catalonia,

people’s thoughts as communicated in
daily newspaper-nongense.

:_

In Homage To Catalonia, George
Orwell's firsthand accounts of the Spay,
Civil War, he was able to refute the |;
of nine tenths of the press when he ex.
plained what really did happen in Bar., _
lona when the Telephone Exchange wa, ®
besieged by Civil Guards on the order,
of the Chief of Police, The communig;
press and propaganda put out that the
anarchists had 'seized and attempted ¢,
hold the Telephone Exchange' when in
fact the anarchist CNT was already in
control of the building as it was in con.
trol of most important buildings within
the workers' areas of the city. Their
efforts to convince people that the anarchi

campaign to get the 'Popular Army'
accepted as the only force capable of
defeating Franco; whilst at the same
time weakening the support for the
anarchist groups which up until then
held massive support among the people,
A typical communist use of language
gave rise to the 'Popular Front', which
was organized by communists for com-

(8

munists, when the truly popular front A

- The Militia - had done the real fighting
from the first day of uprisings against
Franco. The Militia may have been
badly armed and poorly trained but they
fought and held and eventually became

a good fighting force without modern
weapons or an officer-class structure
supported by Russia and armed by
Russia,

For an eye-witness understanding of

some of the complex1t1es of the Spanish | i

Civil War it is essential to read Homage |

how 'The Party' fights the revolutionar-

|
les and adopts a policy of 'Now the War; ;t

then the Revolution' it is even more nec-

'
essary to read Homage To Catalonia, ¥
For in the name of winning the war the f.

Communist Party uses every means pos- §

sible to gain complete control of the F

army and the police force and the import-
and trade union, press and other media
groups. And in doing so removes to jail
or burial ground its own allies whose
politics are libertarian, anarchist, or |
just simply liberal - if they causa enough
opposition to the party! Noah Chomsky in|
his American Power and the New Man- _
darins continues this analysis of the rofe |
of the communists in the Spanish Civil§
War, on pages 62-129, He shows als
the role of intellectuals who did not want
to be aware of the anarchist revolution  }
or who simply did not bother to find out
if such things went on (from the time of |
Franco's rising to the gradual clamp- ‘
down of the Party). This is a brilliant ‘
book. It is dedicated to 'The brave young
men who refuse to serve in a criminal
war' (i, e. Vietnam), l
Of course it cannot be assumed that |
most students of the Spanish Civil War l
have these books on their course or that t

|

thay are seen as relevant to education
'as such' whatever that might be.

THINGS ARE T00 BIG

the people who work with their brains, He
tried to persuade the young pgople he talked
to, citing the"Czech experiment so tragic-]
ally ended, that what was needed was an
intellectual revolution, the application of '
man's mind to the solution of his social
problems rather than the resort to force.

He was answered with slogans, and
.came to the conclusion that these young
Marxists did not read much of Marx's
writings, but rather abridgements and
extracts made by Mao Tse Tung and oth-
ers, Although his experience was dis-
couraging in some ways he remains
convinced that the forward march of
man's unconquerable mind" will continue,
and parts of this book read like H, G,

Wells or the Thinker's Library.

Felix Morley is at first sight a com-
pletely different type of man, a conserva-
tive and a puritan, a believer in getting
back to the ideas laid down in the American
Constitution, but he also has a qualified
optimism, believing (when all is said and
done) in the common sense of the pi‘ag-
matic, hard-headed American ordinary
man and woman,

The Power in the People was written in
the early days of the cold war, and first
published in 1949. The writer is opposed:
to Big Government, Big Business, the |
New Deal and American involvement in
European wars. He believes that the ideal
type of person i8 the individual who strug-
gles always forward, upwards and onwards,
but thinks that this ideal does not appeal to

fe'

For an understanding of | B
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Penguin Books have just published Adrian

Mitchell's poems alongside those of
Fuller and Levi in their Penguin Modern
Poets series. If you have not read his
work now is the time, His wonder and
anger come through in a collection of
poems in the tradition of Brecht and
Eluard. Songs and ballads of a nuclear,
chemical and biological world where
weapons are but the best science and
scientists can develop.....for national
defence of course, These poems are
international and subversive. Alive and

living creative words too real for school!!

Adrian Mitchell is in Penguin Modern
Poets No. 22, expensive at 35p but
worth the getting of one way or the other,

The Libertarian Teacher has become
Libertarian Education. It is absolutely
vital in reaching out to new students and
working teachers., Inside issue no. 10
is an article by Colin Ward on Anarchy
and Education; if.we are to lay the seeds
of anarchic thought and action here is
yet another pod full of ripeness! As

editor of Anarchy magazine he has left
enough classical essays to fill several

books of the Best Of Anarchy but mean-
while take a dozen copies of Libertarian
Education and make sure your fellow
stick-in-the-mud teachers at least
glimpse the cover...Twelve copies

for a pound note from 180 Melbourne
Road, Leicester.

.———_—__—.—_W-

For the sake of a few pounds you oan pub-
lish your own local magazine, You can
print your own writings; you can duplicate
your own leaflets, Never wait for better
facilities make do with what you have and
then as you publish something by some
cheap method ask for help, to improve
printing, within your pages. Remember
that it is not the number printed that
counts but the importance of what is
written about - the issues - the imagina~-
tion of the editors. Larger circulation
will follow on from relevance and
philosophy.

Dennis Gould
A 15 v TR

many people, who prefer security and
being looked after by some kind of author-

ity. « Logically enough, he opposes a.. "villm.i -
%, National Health Service,

What ties these two writers together ?
Eugen Loebl with his ""socialism with

+ 2 human face' and Felix Morley with his

traditional Americanism, no two thinkers
could be further apart, surely? The com-

“'mon ground they share is that they are

both thinking in terms of small units,
Eugen Loebl cames from a country which
is still small, and has no empire. The -
framers of the American Constitution,
whom Felix Morley admires, were men
who lived in a country potentially vast,
but still relatively small, or perhaps one
should say they were citizens of a series
of small, loosely-linked countries.
Morley is aware of the fact. He still
feels that the ideas of the eighteenth cen-

tury pioneers have relevance to our time __

for all that,.

Both these writers are really liberals,
In countries the size of, say, Massachus-
etts, Czechoslovakia or Switzerland
(Morley's book ends with a paean to
Switzerland, small, proud and still inde-~
pendent), their ideas seem to have more
relevance. The students who think only
in slogans and warcries are the products
of vast, disorderly, sprawling empires.

Their ideas ~ or the lack of them - are the .
appropriate response to the situation pre- |
vailing in America and many other countries
- today. The more insecure life becomes the
less leisure people have for thinking. Con-

sequently they rely on slogans, heroes and
the supernatural,

Morley is well aware that the American
Dream began to turn into a nightmare as
the country grew bigger and began to in-
dustrialise., I am amused to read on the
back cover, ""To those business executives
who have assumed leadership in the battle
to preserve American liberty, this will
come as one of the most important and
thrilling books of the last two decades, ' -
NAM News., Whoever wrote that seems to
me to have completely misunderstood what
the book is about. Although the writer is
bitterly anti-Communist the book is not
a handbook for the cold-war warrior, and

would (one would have thought) hardly have
appealed to business-executives. Big
Business and Communism are seen by
its author as various forms of absolutism,
along with the absolutism of the Stuarts,
the Tsarg and George 1II,

In the period immediately following the
War of Independence, for several years,
there were large areas of Britain's former

-

Any book not in stock, but in print
can be promptly supplied.
Please add postage and cash with
order helps.
Open Afternoons
Tuesday to Friday

Zp.m, to b p.m,
Thursday close at 8.30 p.m.
Seturday 10a.m, to 4 p.m.

Instead of a Book
Benjamin R. Tucker £7.00 (23

The Best of L F, Stone's Weekly
Edited by Neil Middleton  60p (3,

Getting Busted
Edited by Ross Firestone 50p (8p
Rural Rides

Williarn Cobbett
Autobiography
Villiam Cobbett
Pa Chin and his Writinge
Olga Lang
Against Censorship
The National Council
for Civil Liberties
Community Radio in Britain:
A Practical Introduction
Nigel G, Turner 40p (34,
Point Blank - Contributions towards
a Situationist Revolution 40p (5p)
The Soul of Man under Socialism

and other Essa ys

37]9 (12

0p (%
£6.00 (25

2% (35

Oscar Wilde £1.10 (12
What is to be Done?
Nikolai G. Chernyshevsky
£1.10 (9p)

The Utopian Vision of Charles Fourier
Edited Jonathan Beecher
(15p

and Richard Bienvenu £1.75
Please send foolscap (9'"'x4'') SAE
if you would like to receive booklists,

1[_... SURGCRIEE %o PEEEDE

Surface mail
One year £3.00 7.50
six montks £1.50 (23.75

¥hree m?ﬂjhh‘ Mr.ao) ¥ 2
Airmail
Europe & Mid.East 1 year E£4. 00
The Amcricas 1 veargl2.50 |
India, Africa &c. 1 year £4.50

Australasia &
Japan 1 year £5.00 |

(6 months pro rata)

2 copies £5.60 per year
« Bulk: 10 copies 40p

FREEDOM PRESS in Angel alley

84b WHITECHAPEL HIGH STREET
LONDON E1 Phone 01-247 9249

(Aldgate East underground station,
Whitechapel Art Gallery exit and
turn right - alley nex't to Wimpy

- Bam)-.., P

WRITE FOR LIST OF PUBLICATIONS

e e N = O S Y

colonies which had no government. People
conducted their businesses, grew their
crops, sailed their ships, repaired each
‘other's shoes and took in each other's
washing without intervention from the
state, and without paying taxes., When
the various states began to assert their
authority they met with some hostility,
and when the federal government began
to assert itself the states in their turn
resisted it. In the end there was a civil
war to settle the matter,

An early president, for some years,
abolished the United States Navy, as being
no longer of any use and an expense for
the tax-payer. But this anarchy was
doomed by "progress", by the very quali-
ties of pragmatism and enterprise that had
been the basis of the national-life-style from
the beginning. The more successful people
were in business, in opening up the country
and so on, the more wealth accumulated,
and the more dangers of tyranny there were,
Today America is a colossus, a monster
which has attempted to dominate the world,
while its people find themselves enslaved
by a sort of half-muddled, half-efficient
totalitarian state,

I doubt that ''socialism with a human
face' or a return to the ideals of the found-
ers of the American state will be much of
a help in the USA, or any of the other
super~states of the world. Or anarchism
either, alas, They will have to swell till
they burst, and perhaps something good
can be created out of the fragments,

John Brent
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~ HECT NEW| VOTERS!

' ing
BERTHOLD BRECHT, that controver- ness bosses would be predominant % lirect action ir induetry, hous 0
' sial figure of the left - a true and the other in which the big 1nd e%zciﬁzogegﬁef§¥°3:e2§t§§:;f
E'P°11t101&n' if there ever was trade unions' bureaucrats would be i:ny to the Tutile afie Of tha
iOnet-tgnce wrote in a cynical mo- on top." | fé{iotoboxe ey
nen at owing to Government . o .

One cannot guarrel with this in

SLSMEOlnAmAnSS with SoA gXiivude terpretation gf the Tweedledum- = * "

not prevent them contesting seutis
separately in the first ballot,
but they will co-operate on the
second ballot, which now seema
necessary in the majority of
seats. However; this electoral

.elections ~ of
‘ults show, he says,

"despising the publich.
' great and historic issues of the

" tending thought they were going to

of its citizens it might be neces-
88ry to.elect new voters.

With

the perpetual tendency that real

1life has to ¢atch up with - and
outstrip - satire the ever-reli-

Tweedledee conflict, for Peregrine
Worsthorne is not without some
percipience. However, he goes On
to admonish the electorate and

If one wishes to see politics
reduced to its ultimate and true
abgurdity one must look to PFrance,
which is in the throes of an

pact appedrs to have some flaws -
France's membership of tke A%tlan-
tic Pact is not be?ng discussed.
¥eanwhile Red Mole has sent the .
word forth that their affilianted

prajise the politicians for thelr - election. It brings up to a height groups will vote Socialist-Cotxzu-
§§§33P9§2§§1§Z ggrzgzgizgnggszge 'courage’. He finishes hils ser- . the French mad logic and degrading nist in the second basllot . and
[ungay lelegrapn &

terly last Sunday - after the by-
'doubletalk from
The election res-
"the extent to
which politicians are justified in
"On the

the voters'.

battle against inflation," sf;

' Worsthorne, "they /the voter

have said nothing more construct-

ive than 'a plague on dboth your
houses'. "

mon with, "It is not only the poli~
ticians who like to play at poli-
tics. So, with a vengeance, do

the electors themselves."

But what else, given the c¢ir- ,
cumstances of present-day elections,
throughout the world, can the
voter do but play? After all,
Thoreau said, "All voting is a
gsort of gaming, like checkers or
backgemmon with a slight moril
tinge to it, a playing with right
and wrong, with moral questions;

jearch for gldry which hag accomp-
lished her invasion, near-défeat
and defeat in three European wars
and her pioneer defeat in Indo-
China plus an insane resolve %0

let off her own glorious bomb

(with its glorious pollution) logi-
cally, in order that she may take
her rightful place at the diaarma-
ment talks.

In the absurdity of its electoral

politics France is possibly no

then criticize if the Socialiats
are elected.. 1.5. occupies a

rather similar position. The
Comrunist-Socialist front-is com=
mitted to the support of the

Concorde project im support of its
'right to work!'! programme.

President Pompridou has thrown a
gpanner: amor.g the pigeons ty
stating that sHould the Sccimaist=-
Communist front be elected, he

will not let them take office. So
Worsthorne then goes on to ‘and betting naturally accompanies @ Crazier than anyone else but Frane much for the democratic vote!
posit that the battle against in- it., The cheracter of the voters - provides real clinical specimens " & e, B Rresme
flation places before the electors is not. I cast my vote, per- of the dementia electorises. There was at one P

a clear choice of supporting or -
opposing the statutory incomes
policy or rejecting it; "Butb

himgelf down in flames (a not-
infrequent act) by writing, "It
would seem to me that the politi-
cians today are seeking, for the
first time since the war, to cla-
rify the fundemental alternative
(sic) before British society,
which is not between free enter-
prise and State Socialism but be-
tween two versions of the Corpor-

ate State, one in which big busi-

REITSTING

RYSISTING - THE &* REDEVELOPERS

l!“FtJ‘lH‘E;J MEETING

The Battersea Redevelopment

Action Group's meeting was very
well atiended. But if those at-

. hear anyibhing new or get any sat+ .

\ 1s!action from Mr. Holmes, chair-

zzp 0f the ¥Wandsworth Planning
Comnittee, they were mistaken.
411 he would say was that his com-

[ mittee #ould be deciding on the

property speculators' plans for
the riverfront at their meeting
cn Mzrech 13ih. The floor gave
i the councillor a rough ride and

sccwed their dislike for the pro-
| posed plans,

% o
iy
»

chance, as I think right;

| but I
am not vitally

concerned that

exceeds that of expediency. Even
voting for the right is doing
notking for it. . It is only ex-
pressing to men feetly your ‘desire
that it should prevail." (Civil
Disobedience 1849). Since
Thoreau's day affairs have been
removed further and further from
the elected and electors. Control
of affairs has become more and
more tenuous end the growth of

CAPITALISM TODAY -
BOLSHEVISM TOMORROW

ONE OF THE most interesting disputes
in Britain 1ecently has been the strike of
the SOGAT employees against their union
executive at the union Head-Quarters in
Balham.

The dispute began when the clerks and
typists in the head office asked for a pay
‘rise. Although they are white collar
~~workers they belong to SOGAT (the union
of graphic and print design workers)
because of the principle of closed shop
control within the union structure. This
is despite the almost polemic distinction
in the different work and trade experiences
of the print workers, clerical workers and
-trade union bureaucrats respectively,

Accepting the dubious premise of union
cohesion for 2 moment, extended discus-

The date of the elections clashed

: with the opening of the trout-

vanced the date of the season. The
trout-fishermen of France indig-
rantly and collectively resented
this slur upon the civic consci-
ence of trout-fighers, also the
new date mgde 1t "possibTe that
immature trout would be caught.

" This is not the only fishy thing

‘s

1

about the election!

The Communists and Sociallsts
have an electoral pact, whick dces

- | ascendancy.

i
-
.

*

)

¥

A

b

Therefore during this and the coming
weeks of union aggression we should
reflect on the predicament of those 13
men who play picket to SOGAT and we
should ponder on the fact that we or others
like us may one day end up in their unen-

~ viable position.

Therefore we should be as alive to the
possibility of the phenomena of bolshevism
morrow as we are of the phenomena of
pitalism today. State authoritarianism
exists both on the left as on the right and,

ag'we can judge from the proceedings at
SOGAT last week, the influences and con-
sequences of it are as identical in their
hardships from whichever ideological
standpoint they might stem.,

David X.

bility that Marshal Petain would
be put up as s candidate, howcver

ty in his attitude
right should prevail. T am wil- 21 L %o Poveatall AbdE a certain rigidil

neither was vouchsafed in last ling to leave it tQ 4he majority. : di:iéggrszgzoﬁ;ench government ad- made 1t unlikely. Now hc has
week's results". DLater he shoots Its obligation, therefore, never B

been returned to his exile tomb,
and the French electors were de-
prived of the game of 'Hunt tne

Marshal',

The absurdity of the French
election results will become more
and more apperent. Let us retumm
to the sanity of Thorezu: "Thnere
is but little virtue in the action
of masses of men."

Strike
Me
Pink!

THREE HUNDRED cosmetic production
ipe managers have called a strike
for April lst. Sixty trainee news-
paper reporters, ten imdustrizl cor-
esponaentes and eighty gossip col-
umnists belonging to Fleet Street's
N.U.J. have downed typewriters.
S1x hundred furniture salesmen
have walked out of the stores.
Forty chauffeurs employed by Chair-
men and Managing directors of lav-
atory cleanser firms have gone on

Jack Robirnson

L ' atrike,. Two hundred credit con-
sion between the clerks:and the officials TEREATS TRIAL VERDICT trol clerks for a television hire
A dezonsiration is being orga- was then refused in exactly the same curt : ' purchase firm have ceased work.
‘niged for the 13th and BRAG will ~ manner as the most strident bourgeoisie THE TRIAL of Bob Davis, accused

be packing the public gallery at
_the Planning Committee's meeting.

- If you want 40 help ring 622-
1753 or write to BEAG, 6 Cyril
Nansions, Prince of Wales Drive,
Battergea, 5.¥.11.

P.T.

DOE'T GO TO CUBA

or their managers would use in reply to

a claim by an aggrieved proletarian, This
is despite the fact that the union officials
in question were supposed to represent the
expectation of the strikers and not add to
their frustration,

With repeated demands for consultation
turned down the General Secretary of
SOGAT, Vincent Flynn, then decided that
since the conscience of his officials had
been disturbed by their frequent crossing
of the picket line, although they had been
prepared to cross over it for a week, then
he would close the Head-Quarters down
pending a settlement, In other words,

of sending a bullet to the Prime
Minister through the post, began
on February 26th and ended on
March 3rd wlth a suspended 18
months' sentence and an admonition
from the judge to "Go away to sup-
port the woman you have just mar-
ried and the children..." The
Defence Group had sent out an ur-
gent appeal for Marcia Davis, who
hags five children. The release of
Bob Davis will not bring ner finan-
cial difficulties to an immediate
end, and dorations to meet pressing
debts (cheques or postal orders
preferably uncrossed) can be sent

tc Marcia Davis, 54 Tweedy Road,
Bromley, Kent.

Fifty managers and fifty menagers-
designate (involved in a differen-
tial dispute) employed by property
companies have quite pending nego-
tiations.

Thirty Estate and Trust Admini-
strators employed by financial
trust companies have struck. Sixty
advances managers for British and
ex-colonial banks have gone on
strike. 9ix thousand solicitors
engaged in litigation have quit%
Tfor higner fees. Ten thousand

advertising agency executives and
commercial artists have walked out

to call attention to their griev-
ances.

I : Eight thousand saies represeata-

a lock=-out! . tives have failed to persuade their

N AR g i Bt i e, bl S A Rir servigesy ihesetors.ae
e Ceniral Committee 0of the Com- standing our s athy and support with the Anarchist i P :

gunist Party of Cuba, 25th Pebru- g Y PP ClamwS}eries have gone on strike. Five thousand

ary, contains an article,

crality and Proletarian
whizhk concludes:

"1f we were to choose juest one
¢f cur fallen fighters to symbo-
1ize this priceless heritage /The
rLew proletarian morality/, who
' better than our Heroic Guerilla,

. the unforgettable Major Ernesto
Che Gusvara, outstanding for his
excepticnal human feeling and rev-
oiutlonary qualities and for the

_exex,13r7 nature of his life and

deail.

purge
oralit

On the very next page are the
texis of two agreements Cuba has
ntered into with the, presumably,

' rignly proletarian and moral gov-
e'n_Pnta cf Canada and the United
3sstes to return hijackers who
hzve arrived in Cuba, and yice
versa.

Che Guevala did not hijack an
feircraft. Ee tried to hijack an
entire country in order to create
a2 new Vietnam. The whirring
sourd is coming from hie grave.

Arthur Wardo

strikers, are the political implications that
are raised, for in the actions of the SOGAT
executive we are seeing the creation of an
organization which is embodying the same
bureaucratic structure and characteristics
of yet another repressive and authoritarian
regime,

As anarchists we are seeing the birth of
an intransigent reactionary force and it is’
all the more disturbing because it exists
in the very vanguard of the so-called class
struggle. We can see how an organization
and an institution can dissipate its revolu-
tionary vigour and it is all the more con-
temptible e<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>