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WHO WINS IN V:

AS WE GO to press the issue in
7 Victnam is not yet resolved. the
NLF Army is said to be re-grouping
for the offensive upon Hue, ARVN
has replaced scveral unsuccessful
generals and the world awaits tricky
Dicky's ncw moves to stop the
advance. Nixon has promised to do
all short of atomic weapons—we
fear the worst,

Seven Days re-surfaced for May
Day with an issuc devoted to Viet-
nam. It features an interview with
Ly Van Sau, thc official spokesman
for the Provisional Revolutionary
Government of South Victnam in
(in Paris). Ly Van Sau said. “You
wonder why we arc now using con-
ventional armaments like tanks and

More on UKAPE

LLOWING THE NEWS that the

‘United Kingdom Association of
Professional Engincers” has links with
the right-wing Monday Club, Public
Service, the official paper of NALGO,
reports that UKAPE—'the professional
engineers' trade union'—is, in fact, a
very dubious contender for such a title,

UKAPE, like the Post Office Tele-
communications Staff Association and
the National Union of Scamen, has of
course registered with the Government's
Industrial Relations Court. Furthermore,
some of its members have made wild
claims, particularly in such journals as
The Surveyor, of a membership of
between 6,000 and 10,000. But its actual
membership on December 31, 1971, was
3,617 men—and one woman. UKAPE
was actually formed by a  limited
company, the Engincers Guild Ltd., with
a loan of £3,290, and another loan
‘from an unspecified source' (the Mondayv
Club?) of £1,000. It has one permanent
official, its genecral secretarv, who by
coincidence is also the secretary of the
limited company. And of ils 36-member
exccutive, five are not cven employecs
at all: they are company directors!

So much for UKAPE, a trade union
for cngineers. Another Tory ‘front’
organisation?

P.N.

“liam

cannon instead of sticking to guerilla
warfare. Well, we arc now using
all available forces, guerilla. regional
and regular—and doing this is what
conslitutes a popular war.” (Surely,
the translator meant ‘a war of the
people’.) He goes on, *We consider it
natural that the Vietnamesc pcople
should defend themiselves with every
available weapon apainst an cnemy
who has the most up-to-datc arms
and has unleashed the whole Ameri-
c¢an arsenal in Vietnam.'

Ly Van Sau went on, ‘The price
we have to pay for this is very high.
There is no casy way for us: we
must suffer, we must overcome many
difficultics, make many sacrifices
and undergo many privations 1o
fight such a very powerful enemy.
But our struggle is developing—
we've been fighting for more than a
quarter of a century. As we have
moved from the purcly guerilla stage
1o the use of supcrior weapons, we
arc winning somc very important
victorics, in spite of the fierce reac-
tion of the Americans and their
attempt to stop our offensive. There
is talk of one front, two fronts, three
fronts, four fronts in South Vietnam
—but in fact there arc hundreds of
fronts. There's no place where
people are not attacking the enemy.’

" The logic of Ly Van Sau's re-
marks is that the North Vietnamese
could use atomic weapons, The
Sunday Times correspondent. Wil-
Shawcross, claims that the
NLF arc wsing 2 Russian ‘Strella’
missile which, like several Western
misstles. works on the principle of
‘homing’ on the heat of an aircraft
engmne. It is fired from the shoulder
and is the ideal missile for the NLI-.
As their weapons become more
technically complex, the NLF will
be more dependent upon  the
Russians and the Chinese for sup-
plics. Obviously one of the sacrifices
of the NLF will be the sacrifice of
national independence.

It is truc that the North Viet-
namese arce suflering from bombard-
ments by the Amecrican Air Forge.

ALL 6AS & GHOSTIES

HAT CAN ONE SAY about the poor
old Church of England? It has been
called, with some justice, ‘The Tory Party
at Prayers’, but it is perhaps one of the
least intolerant of the Christian churches.
A few yecars ago vicars attempted to
attract worshippers by playing guitars,
holding special services for motor cyclists
and running discussion groups. It is an
amiable picture, if a trifle pathetic
Running around trying to be ‘with it
scems so hopeless. A friend pointed out
to me that when a comic clergyman
appears on TV, or the cinema, the radio,
the stage, he is always C of E. Never
an RC. Let anyone make a joke about
the Roman Catholics and a yell of protest
goes up from them.

But guitar-playing vicars are infinitely
to be preferred to inquisitors and witch-
finders generally. Yet this is what we
may be getting back to. According to the
Guardian (20.4.72), ‘Bishops of the
Church of England are officially recom-
mended today each to appoint his own
trained exorcist to be ready when necded
to expel evil forces from people and
places, This comes at a time when there
is growing concem in the Church at the
Increasing  intérest in the country in
witchcraft, magic and the occult.’

This is an attempt 10 keep up with the
hippy-Joneses, who are turning to occult-

ism. much as their grandpuarents or great-
grandparents did at the turn of the cen-
tury. Guitars are exchanged for the
paraphernalia of the magician, and so
the Church of England must hurry to
catch up with the new craze. So highly
cducated, intelligent, modern men, in o
socicty that can send astronauts to the
moon, dabble in magic and exorcism.
(And then people talk about African
tribes, with their witch-doctors, as ‘back-
ward'!)

‘A commission’, says the Guardian,
‘sct up by the Bishop of Excter, Dr.
Robert C. Mortimer, which has inquired
into the history and practice of exorcism
us part of the Christian ministry, aiso
proposes that centres should be set up to
train cxorcists. This should be done, if
possible, in collaboration with the Roman
Catholic Church.”

The old enemies are going to uniie
against the demons!

However, the report goes on to tell us
that to begin with at least the assumption
must be that the person thought to be

d by cvil spirits is physically or
mentally ill. Resort must first be made
to the doctor or the psychiatrist, and only
when all else fails must the exorcist be
called in. Animals and children must be
removed from the house when a service

Contiosed on puge 4

as they sutfercd from the oppressions
of the French and the Japancse—
but this is the logic of total war.
As a tactic it has failed up 10 now
to break the spirit of the North
Viectnamesc—in fact such bombing
(as it did in Britain and Germany)
merely stiffens the will to resist. The
the need for complex supply lines
tactics of gucrilla warfare eliminated
and therefore bombing was a failure
as strategy. We do not know if the
new form of warfare has made the
NLF supply lincs more vulncrable.

War has a dynamic of its own
which goes forward despite any
human hopes or fears. It is possible,
if Ly Van Sau is a reliable spokes-
man, that the North Victnamese
have become conditioned to a war
cconomy and a war psychology.
Twenty-five years of fighting must
have produced a new type of citizen.
The North Vietnamese Government
must be (intemnally) the safest
government on carth, No one will
question their actions, nobody
cxaminc their motives—and for
twenty-five years!

* - =

Much tribute hasgbeen paid (in

Seven Days, too) General Vo

SMILL DEFYING THE LAW

HOP STEWARDS representing dochers
~J from all the major ports have decided
to defy their union’s instructions to lift
the blacking of selected companicey' con-
tainers. The decision was taken at a
mecting of the unofficial National Port
Shop Stewards” Commitiee, as part ol
their continuing campaign over who
should load and unload containers,

This decision is also in defiance of
the National Industrial Relations Court
who bave instructed the Transport and
General Workers' Union leaders to get
their members to lift the blacking. But
the importance of this open disregard
for the law is that it shows that the rank
and file members are, at the mioment, in
control.

[ronically, if the Industrial Relations
Act had not been passed, this dispute
probably would hiave been smoothed out
round the negotiating table, As it is, the
union has had to pay £55.000 in fines
for contemipt and has given the NIRC
assurances that it is trying to get ats
members to end the blacking.

With the TUC beating a basty retreat
from a confromtation with the State, Mr.
Jack Jones, the general seeretary of the
T&GWU, sent his legal advisers along
to the court to put the union's case. The
union, now following the TUC's new
linc of obeying the law, said this: ‘It
will be my case that it has always been
union policy that the court orders, how-
ever distasteful they may be, should be
obeyed, and through its full time officials
the union has sought to have that carried
infto cffect.” Mr. Pain, for the union,
went on to say that the union ‘ecan’t
control everybody in the docks', but
would try and prevent the dispute from
spreading.

The union argued that the withdrawal
of stewards’ credentials would make the
situation worse, although it had been
considerced. If they were withdrawn, Mr.
Pain argucd, the dockers would either
refuse to have replacements or would
elect 'men of like mind or possibly more
radical’.

SEEKING A WAY OUT

The leadership of the T&GWU have
really been put on the spol. It has now
been given until Tuesday, May 9, to pre-
pare a (ull answer to the court's decision

ETNAM?

Nguyen Giap whose *military genius’
has defeated ARVN but Seven Days
is indiscreet cnough to mention that
in 1945 when Giap was in the first
Victminh Government he was Mini-
ster of the Interior (and we quotc
Jean Lacouture), ‘a position which
cnabled him 1o cffectively suppress
nationalist and Trotskyite opposi-
tion'. It is unlikely that General
Giap has changed his stripes. In
fact his taste of military success may
have hardened his anti-nationalist
and anti-Trotskyite attitudes.

This makes nonsense of Trotskyite
support of the NLF, it is impossible
to assess what is meant by ‘nation-
alist’ opposition. Surcly. the wholc
NLF outlook is based on an appeal
to Vietnamcse nationalism? Se.lcch
political programmes as they have
advanced are far removed from
communism, lhe support of the
middle-class farmer landowner and
small businessman has long been
cultivaled by the NLF.

We do not know at this point who
will win in Victnam. The odds are
at the moment that the NLF will
win but given the fortunes of war
and the ability of masses of war
material to decide issues it is still

that the unmion must discipline its
stewards,

Mr. Jack Jones has been scarching for
a way oul. Directly the court proceed-
ings were over he met Mr. Macmillan,
Secretary for Employment, 1o discuss the
container dispute. The outcome was a
suggested mceting with the employers

and the National Dock Labour Board.

In contrast to his members, Mr. Jack
Jones is sccking a lawful way out to
avoid further fines being imposed. Al
this stage I don't think he can discipline
his stewards because his whole reputation
as a ‘lefty’ would be in ruins. He is now
the victim of his own specches and
policy statements in which he has em-
phasised his support for grass root
decision making and union democracy.
Mr. Jones now faces the dilemma of
disciplining his members or  paying
further fines.

His case will be that the union cannot
be held responsible by the NIRC for the
action of his stewards. If the court rules
that the union is accountable for the
action of its stewards, then the T&GWU
could have its asscts sequestered until
the contemipt is ‘purged’. Or the court
could fine the stewards in contempt.

NATIONAL STOPPAGE

A  national delegale conference of
dockers has given the employers 28 days'
notice of a mnational dock slrike over
claims for the right to ‘stuff and strip’
containers, for average earnings when on
full back pay and a fourth week's annual
holiday. This conference deciston was
taken before the mecting of the National
Shop Stewards® Committee. This recall
of the docks delegate conference and
their decision could be used to siphon
off support from the blacking campaign
and the initiative will be wrested away
from the rank and file.

The contrast between the rank and
file's continual defiance of the law and
the retreat by union leaders should not
surprisc anyone. The history of the
trade union movement is marked out
with such retreats and surrenders by the
leadership when faced with a head-on
clash with the state. Leaders are more
concerned about the assets of their
unions than they are in making a prin-

uncertain. The onc thing that is cer-
tain is that the people of Vietnam,
both North and South, will lose and
for twenly-five years have been on
the losing side  whilst  French,
Japanese, Americans and assorted
native political leaders battled over
their homes and bodics as to who
should rule them. In the proccss
homes and bodics were shattered
but from the fragments life was re-
constructed and incredibly went on
to raise more food for soldiers. more
children for war.

The Vietnamese (North and
South) arc a peasant people and as
such, have an inborn distrust of
government which to them means
the landlord. the tax-gatherer and
the soldier. Tt is probable that what-
cver shoddy compromise is arrived
at in Vietnam—or in Paris or Mos-
cow—and whatever new form of
political sct-up is made for the Viet-
namese. they will stil have to
hamess the oxen, plough the paddy-
field and tend the rice crop. They
will still have to pay the landlord,
the tax-gatherer and render military '
service in preparedness for the next
war which will correct the injustices
of the present one. Unless the Viet-
namese rcalise the great confidence
trick worked on them by govern-
mcnts who continually ask them to
‘suffer, overcome many diffliculties,
make many sacrifices and undergo
many privations’, whether under the
flag of North or South Vietnam.

JACK ROBINSON.

cipled stand. Rather than mobilise the
membership against the law and the state
they bargain away hard won gains. They
arc the compromisers, the go-betweens,
the agencics for keeping workers in line.
It is these lecaders who make the pro-
ductivity deals, sign the no-strike agree-
ments, agree to speed-up and compulsory
overtime, which incrcases the employers’
exploitation of the working class,

CONTAINER LEVY

The T&GWU is no cxception. Instcad
of making a fight to keep jobs both in
the docks and at the terminals at the
union rate, they are talking of a scttle-
ment like that negotiated by longshore-
men in America. This agreement levies
moncy on containers which are packed
and unpacked outside specified arcas,
The moncy raised is then used to pay
higher severunce payment. Such schemes
do not prevent the loss of jobs, they
only cushion cffects of redundancy.

It is natural that leaders should act in
this manner. We do not believe in
‘saviours’, cither of the ‘left' or the ‘right’.
Leaders will always try to keep control.
They hold positions of power which
would be threatened if conirol was won
by the membership. The present retreat
by the trade union leaders is not a de-
feat for the working class. 1t was some-
thing that just had to happen.

The Industrial Relations Act was made
taw to combat unofficial disputes. The
leadership of the trade unions have on
numerous occasions shown how valuable
they are to the cmployers and the govern-
ment by preventing these stoppages.
They maintain discipline and chanoel
off discontent along the safe paths of
procedure. It is in the interests of these
leaders to maintain the illusion that they
represent the working class. But when
workers rcalise that they can do without
leaders then they will kick them out of
power. :

Workers by their very position in
society have the power and strength to
dofcat any anti-strike laws. If the law
hits onc section of workers then it can
be defeated by others giving their active
support. Solidarity and direct action can
beat any cmployer, any law, and any
government,

P.T.



Kropotkinhroughtuptodate

MESSACGE OF A WISE KAROUTER,
by Roel van Dmmn (Ducdkworth, doth
£2.95, papcrback 75p).

OEL VAN DUYN was in the old

Pron o movemen! of some yvears ago,
and has now movaed on 1o the Kabouters
(Gnomes), the Duich radical movement
which hat taken its place. He belicves
that the Provo philotophy was not
sufficiently constructinve, as il aimed to
provolke authonty to show its real brutal
face behind the lLiberal mask.  That
aim hat now been achicved bevond the
wildext dreams of alll, not only in
Holland but in every <country in the
world. including dear, peacelul England.
Now is the time, van Duwyn believes, to
be more constructive. to ¢reate an Al-
termative Society, and this i« what the
Kabouters aim {o do.

Roel van Duwvn has found his inspira-
tion in Kropotkin'y books, particulacly
in his Mwurual Aid. 1 do not think thal
he would claim to be a 100, anarchist.
He comes clase to it, but from time
to tume he cxpresses views with which
an anarchist would not aliogether agree.
He also, and here T must say I am very
much with him, criticises Kropotkin's
over-optimism, and his tendency to dis-
miss the institution of government as
something brought about by “orcerers,
rainmakers, miracle-workers, priests, peo-
ple with special knowledge of ancient
customs and the Icaders of warlike
hordes™. If this was all it was, why,
van Duyn asks, were they so aften
successful?  *One of man's character-
istics’, van Duyn goes on. ‘is his almost
universal fear of finding himself in the
dark. This irmational fear, with which
we are all familiar, sets up a need for
some fixed authority. for laws that will
“protect” us. The fear within us, and
the need for hierarchy which it re-
inforces, are the father and mother,
so to speak, of the credulity which the

mass of people chow tomards authony,
How are we to vvome (o terms wath
this “father and mother”™ without be-
coming their victims?  Only by being
rational cnough to gratily the equally
irrational and powerful need within us
for frecdom: By creating an  anfi-
authontanan society, i which fear will
not be further stimulated by what are
at present the very real dangers of war
and famine, and in which the need for
hiecarchy will be s<atisfied. . |

For NKropotkin  the irmational, the
morbid and the c¢rucl handly existed,
cxcept as somcthing that was part of
authoritarian =octcly, to be swept away

eventually. He seems to make cvery-
thing a bit 100 ecasv. Van Duyn is
awarc of this, and. after giving an

exposition of Kropotkin's teachings, he
goes on to sugpest that the impulse
toward mutual aid has as ils opposile
an impulse towards aggression.  The
tension between the two has a ¢reative
cffect, so long as the aggression does not
swamp the mutual aid.  If it does society
disintegrates.  If, on the other hand,
the mutual aid impulse dominates, a
pleasant, if static, society iv the re<ult,
The Bushmen and the Pygmics live in
such socicties. They do not progress
but life is quite satisfactory. He be-
lieves that modern socicty is deliberately
(s0 far as one can talk anthropo-
morphically of a society) stimulating
aggression more and more, that the pace
1s quickening and becoming e¢ver more
feverish, and that in the end there will
be a catastrophe, unlest some way of
slowing it down is found in time 1
am sur¢ that he is right, and that
the explosion is less than a decade
away now, though cxactly how it will
come, or what form it will take when
it does. it is still not possible to say.
(This last sentence represents my view
not the author's.)

Our author relates Kropotkin to the

Granada Produces a Ford

THE FORD STRIKE by John Mathews
(Published by Panther Books. 40p).

ONCE UPON A TIME Ford brought

out a new car <alled the Granada
which is the name of the company
that controls Panther Books. Granada
decided to suc Ford for taking ther
name but simultaneously felt that John
Mathews' book about the Ford Strike
would only complicate matiers so they
held up publication. Hence what was
to be an exercise in instant journalism
has now become an example of retarded
journalism which in no way alters the
quality of thec book but tends to strip
away some of Panther's more breathless
assertions about i  The blurb says:
‘the 1971 Ford Strike was the
fast major strike by British workers
before uncmployment started to sap their
industrial militancy’. Such dull-witted-
ness does no justice to the author who
happens to have writlen a very stimu-
Iating in-dcpth study of the weeks be-
tween January 29 and April S5 when
the Ford Company, a supra-national
octopus if ever there was one, was the
stage of what Mathews calls ‘an overtly
political strike’, The most valuable
sections in the book, and ecspeaally
relevant now since Bnion leadership has
been forced to reveal itsell as oppor-
tunistic, are thosc which deal with various
secret mectings between Jones. Scanlon
and the IFord management.

‘The Times of March 25th had
hinted at the possibility of an inter-
vention by union leaders. The Liver-
pool delegation to the NINC (national
joint negotiating committee) ran into

Jack Jones that same momming on
LCuston Station. They quizzed him
on the speculation in The Times but
he dismissed it as being totally un-
founded.

“I'm not involved™, he said, “it's
up to you lads—you're running the
strike".

The very next day Jones agreed to
meet Gillen (chairman of Ford Europe)
for the top secret summit meeting.
By Tucsday he and Scanlon had ne-
gotiated a scttlement that was to end
the strike.’

The workers have only one lesson to
lecarn from this: they must represent
themsclves.

Mathews has also laid that old ghost
conceming TFord workers which depicls
them as mini-capitalists earmning hundreds
of pounds a week goaded into insanc
acts of scif-destruction by a few Com-
munists. What he has not done is give
us any idea of the sociaf situation inside
and outside the factories that Ford
workers have to put up with. He con-
cerns himself only with the ‘politics’ of

the situation and here only in the
narrowest sense.  After all, what does
Ford produce? Motor cars! Nasty,

smelly little status symbaols that knock
unfortunate pedestrians  about  whilst
simultancously gassing them.  Stll, it
will take another book to go into the
conscquences 1o the motor car workers
should the desire to terminate these, in
cevery way  reactionary machines, be
realised, Mceanwhile Ford Strike is one
of those incontestably good rcads which
will have an actual impact in the
industrial struggle. T. G. THOMAS.
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modern ethologists (shnlents of animal
Behaviour), like Konrad Lorens nml the
amthor of The Nabad Ape I am t:("t
wre that 1 aluwanys quile fallow him
in some of thix | am afenid that T am
coming 1o believe that the book of
Nature I8 like Fhe Bible, "a note of
wan, which yeun can bemd inlo  any
shape you please’.  There are o many
facty about mnimal behaviour nvailable
that you can unse them to prove nlrpmt
any theory from anarchism 1o [ascism.
You see what you wanl 1o sec Il the
thought of conflict and violence Qicascs
you, you cap see plenty of cvidence
for ‘nature red in toth and claw’, If
on the other hand you want mutual
aid, there is plenty of evidence for
that too.

Kropotkin observed mutual aid. Others
have observed i1 oo, while yct others
have observed conflict, though I think
that on balance Kropothin’s views may
be said (o wip the day. Tt's nol just
a question of ghservable facts, but also
of interpretation. ‘l.orenz actually be-
licves that all personal ties arise out
of aggressiveness,  He illusirates this
with another example from the animal
kingdom. A [femalc has young, and so
it aggressive towards cverything that
moves in the vicinity of the nest.  How-
ever, in order to ook ufter her young
she needs the help of a male; so that
towards him she must not be aggressive.
How does nature solve this problem?
The femnale of the pair learns to distin-
guish the male in question from his
performance of a particular ceremoninl.
This cngenders o positive  "“affection”.

ORA LETTER

Dear Comrades,

One hesitales to interrupt with the sad
note of rcality a finc polemic by Jack
Robinson. However, in his recent article
‘Between the Worlds' Jack attacks ORA
for a 'probably unfortunate and hastily-
phrased’ statement about women's lib
that was part of a2 lcaflct read to a
conference called by Frienos. As the
writer of this; lcaflet 1 would fully
confirm that i was hastily put together
and in fact much of it was prinied in
note form. But Jack appears to have been
rather hasty infguoting it. In its original

form the p read, ‘One large ficld
that FrEEDOM Jscldom reports is  the
women's libcrmion fight. This is a

situation that ®l the political groups
are cashing in on. As aparchists have
always argued fol‘ the need for women
to liberate theraselves this is a struggle
we should be supporting and putting our
view on.

T would agree that this is possibly
not very well expressed and could have
been expanded for more clarity. T would
have thought though that it did convey
the gqualitative difference between the
opportunism of the authoritadan left
with their cashing-in on ‘Issucs’ to lead
and use them and an anarchist position
which through consistent theories of
mutual aid and selfsreliance supports
a struggle and offers help if needed.
Futhermore there was the intention in
that phrasc to contrast the fact that the
liberation of women has been a theme
in anarchist writings for many years
whereas it has only suddenly been ‘dis-
covered' by the fake left due to the
upsurge in women's activity for frecdom,

This ‘discovery' is obviously political
opportunism of the worst kind. the
latest example of which is IS warning
off other left groups from the occupation
at Sextons in Norfolk as it was ‘theirs’
and then doing fuck-all fer the women
actually occupying. And in fact it was
a member of the Libertarian Women's
Network who, [inding this out, dupli-
¢ated for them a price list of the garments
they are now making, which IS ap-
parently never thought of doing. This,
I would suggest, illustrates the difference
between ‘cashing-in® and “supporting”.

ORA is organisation-minded—mostly
in order to cnsure it remains anarchist
and revolutionary and coherent enough
to Jast beyond one ‘Issuc’. How far
it is politically-obsessed | am unsure
as I'm not quite clear to which of the
varying meanings of this phra<e reference
is being made. All anarchists are in-
cvitably concerred with palitics but in
order to ¢reate a'social revolution. There
is not space cnough to fully detail the
great differcnces between ORA and the
left polilical partics, but I would have
thought it obvious that anarchists (FREE-
poM as well as ORA) could be concerned
with varying issues in society and act
and comment upen them without "blun-
dering’ into the sort of ‘issuc-politics
indulged in by the IS, IMG, Young
Liberals, etc., games-players.

As z final point may I add that ORA
is ot present working on the fifth issue
of its Newslerrer, but is gofnsffﬂf“m‘d
with its plans to produce Ils ©OWND
monthly ncwspaper (which is presumably
what Jack meant).

Yours fraternally,
Steve Ki1BALE.

(W. London & Middx. ORA)

two irritaling minor slips scattered about,

Larenz's thesis that all love is a praduct
"‘West Iran’ for "West Idan' for example.

of agaressivencss gacs too far. It suffers

from the same onc-sidedness av the  Get the papethack. Nearly £3, even by
thedis that evervihing is the result of  modern inflationary standards, Is too
co-operation  (an error Krapolkin did  msich for n hook this size AW,

not commit).
all too clostely the Fnecist notion that

war it the mother of nll things. Un-
derstandably enough. therclore, orens
is on the Right, politically speaking
attempt to show that aggression is often
consiructive mny be regarded as highly
successful: but his conclusion is un-
convincing and illogical. Co-operation
and cohesion. as Kropothin and other
likeeminded people have pointed out,
are indispensable to the emcrgence of
life. 1 cannot sec why spontancous
allection should have to emerge in 0
roundabout way v/a aggression, as Lorenz
insists, rather than from
of attraction which positive and negative
particles, unicellular creatures, plants,
insects, animals and men all exerecise
on ane another.,” You can interpret the
same set of facts in two diametrically
opposcd ways.

I am inclined to side with Kropotkin,
and with van Duyn’s theory of mutual
aid and nggression as two almost equal
forces, pulling against each other. It
fits in with my obscrvations of life. It
also appeals 1o my anarchist prejudices,
Onc cannot really be more definite than
that,

This is a good little book. It is only
98 pages. The idcas are clearly expressed,
in the main, and it is a good introduction
to Kropotkin, a goad criticism of his
rather over-optimistic attitude to life. and
a good introduction also to the ethologists,
and their theories. There are one or
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The Tobin Case

HE AUTHORITIES have now shifted
Michael Tobin, the Kingsnorth
Power Station worker jailed for "seditious’
pamphlets (sce Frrepoyr, May 6), from
Canterbury Prison to Chelmsford, a
maximum-security jail. Michael is inside
for two yecars, which was the maximum
Judge Thesiger, who is well known on
the Kent Circuit for his vindictive sen-
tences, could have given him under the
charges. He has now asked for leave to
appeal.
A Michael Tobin Defence Committee
has now been founded in the Medway
Towns to get support for him and to

The New Banner: Flag or Rag?

HE NEW BANNER is a journal of
libertarianism published in the USA.
The editorial policy is anti-state, free-
marketing, laissez laire cconomics lead-
ing 10 an cventual harmonious existence,
Murray Rothbard of ‘Libertarian Forum'
fame looms Ilarge on a 4-payc interview
in which many memorable quotes not
mercly spill but gush (or is it vomit?)
forth. He claims: ‘True anarchism will
be capitalism, true capitalism will Dbe
anarchism.” But morc ominous still are
the glib references to  parliamentary
action: ‘Maybe cventually we will have
a liberarian party. So if vou have a
really dedicated group in Congress or
the Senate you can start voling measures
down or whatever,” and again, “I've only
met the Senator (Mark Hatfield) once.
At that time he was very friendly to-
wards hibertananism.” Finally Rothbard
admils, 'You certainly don’t have to con-
vince the majority of the public, becausc
the majonty of the public will follow
anything that happens.’
This interview could almost be with 2

I orenz’s thesis resembles

His

the power
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publicise his case—especially the harsh.
ness of the sentence and the political -
implications for other libertarians. The 2
whole affair was ignored by the Presms, o
but it fits into a pattern of paliticl
sentences up and down the country, The £
Anti-Internment League has also become 5
interested in Tobin's case. .

The Defence Committee appeals for -
financial donations from Comrades (o
help Michacl's wife, Molly, who has been
left on her owa with five young childres .
to support. The Commifttee can be coe 4
tacted at; 265 Dale Street, Chatham, Keot 5

| AR,

British Communist, with all the clitis
of ‘the public will follow us’, the 2R
version of Senators and the tactical bat
non-political manocuvring around the=§
housc when their delegates are electadi s
The Rothbard interview apari, there ama
8 more pages to contend with, Abowt%
a page is filled with expensive display =g
ads from Libertarian Cnterprises asd:
about a certain book which “puts the’
revolution within reach’. Another sids
of the story is expeosive advertising "}i
rates at §p a word but then no press,
statement, so probably a profit-making” 8
journal. Fipally you can buy very ¥
‘laissez faire’ posters for 85p a time—
anarcho-capitalism in action?

A hinal word from Murmy Rothba.rd.ﬁ

“You know if the Commune runs overys ::‘
thing and decides for anything . . « "
somebody’s got to make the communal =
decision. . . . In other words it's goiag
10 be a coercive decision. You can't tell
me that you'll have a participatory !
democracy.” Oh yes we can!

Davio Browx 7

Ready this month ! 3

LESSONS OF THE SPANISH
REVOLUTION by Vernon Richards

This is not a reprint of the work with the same title published by
FREEDOM PRESS 1n 1953. It is & new and considerably expanded version
which the author prepared for an Italian cdition published in 1957, and
recently published in Paris in a Spanish translation.

Additional chapters deal with such important topics as the Militarization
of the Militias, the Cult of the Organisation and of Personalitics, the Rank

and File's Responsibility.

As well as a Sclect Bibliography, the author has contributed a 20-page
Bibliographical Postscript in which he discusses the most important
works that have appecared on the subject in the past twelve years.

240 pages 8% x 5%

cloth edition £1.50 [p.p. 15p]
paperboards £0.75 [p.p. 15p]

Order your copy[lnow from Freedom Press
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IF INJUSTICE OCCURS in Amecrica,
Rhodesin or South West Africa we
can be surc the liberal conscience will
stir, refreshed from the rest it ex-
perienced When (he Mangrove Nine, the
‘Angry Brigade’ and those who fight
racialism in Bntain were bullied and
mistreated recently,

The Guardian passed all records for
Liberal hypocrisy when in an coditorial
(83 72), ‘Justice again on tnal’, it looked
at the trial of Angela Davis in America.
‘Miss Davis does not have to worry
about justice,” they say, ‘the whole world
is watching the trial of this American
revolutionary.' ‘Many of her (Angela's)
revolutionary friends believe she does
not stand a chance of recciving a fair
trial in what they regard as a Fasast
political system.’

Tbe Guardian should know that many
of Swmart Christic’s revolutionary friends
don't believe he has a chance of getting
a fair trial in Brtain —under the

Injustice the World Over

Guardian’s nose —whose
sighted for injustice but  shortsighted
for D notices) are averted anywhere
but here in Nrtain?! Those (terrible
Turks imprisoning Timothy Davey (whilst
a l4-year-old girl is in Holloway prison
awaiting trial—maybe you hadn't beard).
Onc wonders just how honest these
liberals are, how much scnsc of justice
they really have, how much they fecl
the pain of tho empathy that knows the
sufferings of those who are mistreated
so cruelly in our world today.

OI course, our world is a village today.
To some of us it always was and
suffcring and injustice always move us
wherever they may occur, the struggles
of the oppressed and the coumage of
thosc who resist oppression with de-
fiance always gain our support—<even
when they are on our deoorstep!

As Dr. Waldheim, the new Seccretary
General of the UN visits Namibia (South.
West Africa) and Lord Pearce returns

cyes  (long-

TALKING IN LONDON

IBERTARIAN MEETINGS bhave been
improving recently. Thus the Soli-
darity Group has held several senes of
regular seminars in London over the past
year or so, in which members and
supporters of the group, together with
personal and political sympathisers, have
been able to discuss hibertanian ideas
informally in an atmosphere which is
{friendly without being too confined.

There was a particularly fruitful session
on Apnl 15, when the subject under
consideration was the latest Solidanty
Pamphlet—Workers’ Councils and the
Economics of a Self-Managed Sociely
(25p). This is an account of the coco-
nomic and political aspects of a future
libertanian socialist society, based on a
text first published by Socialisme on
Barbarie in France in 1957, in the
light of the expenence of the Hunganan
nising of 1956, The socicty described
is pretty much that envisaged by such
thinkers as Kropotkin and William Mornis
cighty years ago—despite a fashionable
emphasis on such modern developments
as automation, computerisation, cyber-
nation, etc.—and the pamphlet js at the
samec time the most ‘ulopian’ and the
most ‘anarchist’ publication of the Soli-
darity Group over the twelve years of
its existence.

The discussion was espedally im-
pressive because of its lack of sectarian
prejudice, despite a range of opinion
all the way from collectivism to extreme
individualism, (rom the view that work
could be transformed by the exercise
of workers' contro! and wealth could be
equalised by total self-management to

the view that work must be abolished
and the whole concept of wealth must
be transcended. The result was a geouine
exchange rather than a mere repetition
of views, and all the thirty or so people
present seemed to have gol something
out of an afternoon’s hard thinking and
talking.

It was noticcable that anarchism in its
various aspecis has become an cssential
part of such discussions on the left
(though there is sull very little direct
knowledge of anarchist writings and not
all that much of anarchist history) and
that scveral anarchisis took an integral
part in the seminar (though some so-
called anarchists present appeared to
be closer to syndicalism than what most
of us would think of as truc anarchism,
while several Solidanity people present
appeared to have come so close 1o
anarchism as makes no dilference).

Anyone interested in taking part in
future seminars should write to the Soli-
darity Group, 27 Sandringham Gaurdens,
London, N.W.11. An obvious reflection
is that it would be valuable if such
seminars could in the future be organised
around morec specifically anarchist
themes: in many ways, well prepared
discussions arc more uscful than com-
pletely unstructured meetings of the usual
Kind. In the mecantime, public meetings
are being held on Sunday cvenings at
the Peace Centre, 36 Romilly Street,
London, W.1; the Individualist IForum
and the Organisation of Revolutionary
Anarchists are holding the floor on
alternute Sundays, so there should be
something for everyone. IN.

TO CONSERVE

OR NOT TO GONSERVE

R THE LAST 100 years the political

and social revolution has been the
dream of the majority of thosc of Left
Wing thought. Indeed, since the French
Revolution burst upon an unsuspecling
Europe in the latc 18th cenlury, the
world has seen countless revolutions with
Freedom, Equality and Fraternity the
walchwords. Yet not onec has been
a success. The end resulls have always
been the same; mercly a shiflt of the
power structure from one body palitic
to another and not the people where
it belongs. Oppression, whether 3t
exists under the flag of Capitalism or the
red flag of Communism, is still oppres-

sion. There arc no degrees of freedom,
only frecdom.
However, evidence cxisls to suggest

that the revolution of tradition is slowly
becoming a thing of the past. Gradually
more people, particularly the young, are
tuming away from the repetitious solu-
tons of the past which have so obviously
failed. The rise of the ‘Underground’,
‘Alternative Socicty', ‘Counter Cultlure’,
call it what you will, or perhaps it
is, after all, three scparate cntities be-
come interdependent, reveal, on the
whole, a distinat disregard for the out-
worn political theories and manocuvrings
of the past. They believe that freedom
can only be achieved by practising it
and not imposing it on an unwilling
populace by force of revolutionary arms.
The necarest political movement to this
constantly shifting ncther world is, per-
haps, that of the anarchists, but the
vast majority of the ‘underground’ would
not claim to be anarchists, naor wish
to be. Perhaps one of the strongest

points uboutl the ‘underground’ is thut
it is in & constant state of flux. It never
becomes permanent or static. It bas
no .laws or rules; cveryonc's opinions
are vahd, It reveals a complete denial
of thc State System of any sort. [t
detests violence. It Jooks 10 a luture
peaceful socicty based on human dig-
nity.  How successful this “movement’
will be remains to be scen, but it is
an obvious fact thut it is drawing into
its circle more and more pecople of
diflerent backgrounds und cultural up-
bringing which in itsclf is no bad thing
and can only ecanich the ‘movement’.
Probably the grealest move for change
nowadays 15 the Conservationisis, loosely
grouped round the Conscrvation SoGety
itself, many of whosc members arc also
from the ‘underground’. Ncver before
has so much interest on an International
scale in change been revealed.  And,
let's face it, the necessily cxists. The life
support system ol this planct is gradually
failing, a fact recently emphasised by 30
‘top’ scientists in the magazine, Ecalugy.
Even governments are having to face the
hard fact that some radical altecations 1o
the system will have to be cffecied.
Whether they will be prepared to make
these changes is another thing. DBut
as morc and moro influentinl pcople
begin te join the Conservationists, the
better the chance. In view of the
increasing danger [rom pollution, cle,,
it would appear that the constant bicker-
ings of the so-called Left Revolutionary
Movements are now rendered that much
more fultile than previously. It matlers
very little which of the interminable
Socialist (as opposed 10 Private Capitalist)

from Zimbabwe (Rhodesia), we need to
remember  that the Stike in Namibia
against contract [aboue and the miners'
strihe are part of the same struggle, The
irial of strikers in Namibia and the
handeufling of pickels after arrest in
Scotland, the t1orture of detainces in
Northern Ireland. Southern  Africa,
Russia, the holding Without trial and the
mockery of justice in the destruction of
George Jackson and the mistrial of
Jake Prescott are all part of the same,

indivisiblo fight which does not care
whethor Joke was an anarchist or George
Jachson was a Comymunist or internces
in Long Kesh are memben of the IRA
--what matiery is Lthat they are human
heings being unjustly treated by the
forces of reprewion; whal happens to
them, if we [eel and know the suflering.
happens ta us. If the State toriures
the lcast of us §t defiles all humanity.
We think it wrong that a former Prime
Minister was put in solitary conflnement
in Rhodesin  without charge or trial
but we also think it is wrong that n
gutless British press can stand with cyes
closed as the State prepares to perseculo
those nwaiting trial in DBrilain.

I W.

Dear Gomrade
Social Worker . .

HE RADICAL social workers' group,

Case Con, held a conlerence over the
weekend of April 2930, nt Oxford 1all,
Bethnal Green, London, open to social
workers and intcrested partics. As a
claimant 1 was one of those inlerested
parties. 1l one wanted to be unkind, one
could describe Case Con—or al least
those who attended the conference—as
a group of public and local authority
servants with bad conscicnces at doing
the State’s dirty work, plus an articulate
and dominating faction of Trolskyists.
Personally 1 didn't feel too much sym-
pathy with those who had troubled con-
sciences, but the Trotskyists who wero
also, don’t forget. social workers and
social work students, put my back up
simight away by deseribing claimants and
those who came to social service depart-
ments for help as ‘marginal’—that is,
margiaal in terms of ‘revolutionary’
potential. So, brothers and sisters, when
you go down to your local social services
department, in dire need, don’t expect
too much from one of these scll-styled
‘revolutionary social workers’, because
you sce, you'se only marginal.

One Trotskyisl even went so far as to
say that within their own work situation
(i.e. local social services department)
they couldn’t do mlich (such as rocking
the boat and jeopardizing their well-paid
job) and that agitation should and could
only take place outside the work situ-
ation, that is, evenings and weckends.
One angry libertarian comrade asked if
the speaker was saying we should join
our necarest  C‘revolutionary’ workers'
party. Yes, came the apswer. With com-
rade social workers like these, who needs
encmies? Claimants’ Unions ave prelty
chary about ‘revolutionary’ social wor-
kers too. lappily the Claimants® Union
—with its decentralised structure, the
autonomy of cach individual union, and,
of course, its ‘marginal’ members—doesn’t
mishe it too appealing for tho<e seeking
the revolutionary vanguard.

Well us ‘marginals’ (with a potentinl
membership of soven million) in the
Claimants' Union have been tackling the

State's Poor Law agency, the SS, for a
couple of years now. Whether we're un-
employed or sick and disabled, whether
weo're unsupported mothers, pensioners or
homeless, we've all been fighting the SS
and the miscrable pitltance it grudgingly
pays out. And in this fight we're learning
all the time about our rights, and about
how 1o fight our clnims., And every time
an SS manager calls the police in o
evict us we leamn a little more about the
true nature of the SS and ils master, the
State. Yes, we're leaming all right. And
what wo'rc lcaming is reflecied in our
publications and handbooks. If you are
claiming from Social Securily, and if any
of the following handbooks applics to
your situation, I strongly recommend you
buy one. The tilles are sclf-explanatory:

Unsupported Mothers Handbook, Sp,
Highbury CU, 26 Mildmay Park, Lon-
don, N.I. Strikers Handbook, 10p, New-
town CU, 19 Rea Tower, Mossborough
Crescent, Newtown, Birmingham 19.
Homeless Handbook, 15p, North London
CU, 577 Holloway Road. London, N.17,
Pensioners Handbook, 10p, East London
CU, Dame Colet House, Ben Jonson
Road, London, E.1. The Claimants'
Union Guidebook, at 10p, explains what
a Claimants’ Union is, how to start one
up, CUs attitudes to other greups, e
Social Workers, Child Poverty Action,
TUs, political groups and so on. The
Guidebook cnds with the minimum
policy charter of the Claimnnts’ Unions,
and is available from East London CU,
address above. Please, if you're not a
claimant, add another bob onto the prices
given.

When the Claimants' Union movement
uchieves tho first two points of its policy
charter—a guaranteed adequatc income
for all people, children inc¢luded, and a
free welfare state with its services con-
trolled by the people who use it—then
Case Con social workers will no longer
have to scarch their consciences or strul
out the revolutionary rhetoric—({or they
will find themselves liberaled by the very
people they have chosen to ignore, the
‘marginals’. P.G.

movement runs things if the planet s
doomed anyway, What does matier is
that the planet be suved before it is
too lule. And this requires a draslic
change of the system. Many will ¢laim
that the political revolution is the only
wiy Lhe system ¢an be changed, but
us slated, no cvidence exists thal that
is what bappens, Political organisations
nre concerned with power as an end in
itself. Conservationists muy yel create
what the political movements have failed
to do, a mass movement which, becavse
of its size, influence and the hard lacis
of itls message, may bring aboul in
itself the change of system that is
required. A change that can be brought
about in a peaceful way without authon-
tarian pressure nnd violent means which
have never solved anything and which
so many of us are thoroughly sickened
with and are completely apposed 1o,

It is a sobering thought that the
very changes aimed at by the obsolele
political movements of the past could
be brought about by the very system
itsclf through neecessity.

Georcr: CAIRNCROSS,

sa X i sm LETTER
Rears its Ugly Head

Dear Editors,

Jt was interesting to read A, Jenks'
article on monecy (April 29) but sad to
sce that here too an unthinking sexism
has crept in. Of deprived children with
cxtravagant toys, ho says: ‘[t would surely
be better if the mothers were to stay at
home.” Why? Why not the fathers?

(Why rear children in small nauclear
families anyway?) And what evidence
alt all is there to suggest that children
arc more damaged psychologically by not
having a mother at home all day while
they'se away at school than women are
by being obliged to spend all day every
day in the exclusive company of small
children? The Kind of revolution that
free mums (rom the necessity of carning
a large portion of the family income nnd
‘allows’ them to return to their ‘natuml’
place in the home is the kind of revo-
lution we can do without,

Edinhurgh SALLy MiTainsoN.

MIDDLE EAST

SPLIT has occurred in the lIsrach

Socialist Organisation (1SO) which
praduces the paper Maizpen. Over the
past (ew years there has been an in-
crcasing number of Trotskyiles joining
the organisation. Once in a majorily
the Trotskyites began to atlempt 1o
redirect the organisation towards their
dictatorship of the proletanal ideas, This
being conlrary 10 the views of the
Libertacians and the large group of
Anarchists within 1SO a split was in-
evitable. Unfortunalely due to the pre-
viously (edcrational structure of 1SO
this left the major part of the movement’s
resources, including the newspaper Marz-
pen in the hands of the Anarchists,
The IGM in Britain have just stated
that thoy will only recognise the Trotsky-
iles as the ‘true community of Matzpen'.

LAKRY.
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Please Teacher—i.

Dear Comrades,

1 find three points in Peter Neville's
letter Jast week on which 1 should evpand
and disagree. Fintly, the contro! by a
teacher of the leaming provess is perhaps
the mirror image of inlerfereace in class
by children of of *pupils’ power’, Leam-
ing it the monopoly of the lcamer, not
of the <ource of information. Presence
{s not an indication of willingness to
leam at all; presence is demanded by law
or in the case of adulls by ngreements
with sponton or the economic necessily

1o pain eaperience for a better job. Tut
1 do not belicve that blame for coercive
cducation can be divided up among those
guilly of perpetuating the state coercion
in education. T did not call for ‘pupils’
power’ for the simple reason that a real
school is for education not endless, and
often mindless, administmation. This is
why 1 was contemptuous of two tcaching
union confercnces which scemed only
willing to perpetuale the state teacher’s
role as a policeman marking examin-
ntions, keeping ‘order’, instilling all those
idess which we anarchiss realive are just
fronis to keep usv guict. Thiv view s
amply supported in Rank ond File 20

who drew the coaelusion that conferences
packed out with headmasiers would in-
evitahly be for the preservation of the
datus quo. 1 blame an administration.
mad unjon conference. nol a masy of
teachers.

Sccondly, 1 dislise the vpinion thal a
teacher should docide who is qualified
for what, in fagt the job as works
manager. A. S. Neill cxplains this very
well. Me invited a party of teachers to
the Summerhill workshop, and theso men
were horrified to sec S-year-old children
working on lathes and blowlamps. With-
out A. S. Ncill's explanation of the com-
petence of these ¢hildren | feel sure that
the teachers would have caused work to
stop. In Peter Neville's "Anarchism and
Academic Failure' in Anarchy 53 he says
‘. .. we must adjuct onrselves (o provide
those cducational ipstitutions . . . Ihat
will cater for our educational and social
needds.'  leacher control of qunlilication
is in no way compatible with this, Of
cousse it is a simplistic dodge to throw
up ideas of a community of scholues, but

What is to he done in Theory?

N THE WEEKEND of March 25/26
four commdes from vanous parts of
the country congregaled at Wolverhamp-
ton to discuss the state of theorctical
discussion in the anarchist movement,
It was generally felt that the level was
low, since (here was a lendency 10
cling 1o outwomn theorelical pro<iucts of
anarchists wriling in past epochs and
generalising from conditions specific to
other countries, and a failure to ask new
questions about society in Britain in the
seventics and likely fulure developments.
Jt was felt that this was one of the several
reasons for the failure of anarchists pation-
wide to get across, and to initiate the
beginnings of a strong and successful
anarchist movement
Many comrades apart from oursclves
we feel are individually engaged in asking
new questions, testing new theories, in
isolation from each other, and a number
of groups are looking at onc specific
question in isolation from other questions
(e.g. it scems that ORA arose out of a
criticism of the anarchist movement and
its lack of coherence, but these criticisms
were only superficially related to a view
of DBritish socicty in the seventies).
Despite certain reservalions conceming
their specific ideology we feel that those
who once centred around the first series
Anarchy used to perform this function,
and nothing has taken their place in
this respect. We therefore felt thal there
was a need to bring about a revival of
serious idcological dialogue in the an-
archist movement. prefembly of a totully
pon-sectarian structure, from which might
cmerge a coherent anarchist view of
theory and practice rclated to the present

and future of anarchism in Britain,
During our discussions we defined a

aumber of areas of investigalion that

we felt needed to be pursued, which we
put forward here, not as an exhaustive
list, but as our small contribution:

(2) An investigation of the psychology
of the beliel in the necessity of leader-
ship, in order to devisc means to
overcome il

(b) An investigation of the inequalities

of wealth, power and prestige, from
the viewpoinl that they exist as clearly
as ever bult do not, perhaps, elicil
the same response from the working
class that was present a cenlury ago
(i.e. the desire to share these fruits of
capitalist society).

() An investigation of belief in and
fetishisation of social and political insti-
tutions, particularly those c¢reated oul
of the struggles of the working class
in the past (e.g. trade unioas), in order
10 determine what should be the an-
archist responsc both to the institutions
and the fetishisation.

(d) An investigation of the extent of
one-dimensional consciousncss as des-
cribed from various standpoints by
such wrilers as Marcuse and Pau! Car-
dan, and the means to overcome it

(¢) An investigation of those areas of
everyday life important to people them-
sclves which are amenable to meaning-
ful change by the people, in achicving
which they are brought closer to an
overall libertarian consciousness,

(h A swudy of revolution from an un-
archist viewpoint to leam from past
mistakes and discover what i+ mean-
inglul in the concept of revolution,

THES WEEK IN IRELAND

T 1S HBORRIGLE INDEED the two

indisputable things that hiave come
to light in the six counticn  One s
that the tortures at Hollywood Burracks,
and such places, of arrested suspects goes
an unabated, and they arc unicllable
in their brutality: but a ruy of hope
Whitelaw allowed Jolin Hume 1o see o
twenty-ycar-old and take a doctor, and
is inmvesigating and these things may
come to an end. onc can but prav so
How any man can deliberately inflict
pain on anather beats me.
revolting thing which T have been re-
scarching for several weeks i< thal there
isx no shadow of a doubt the Spcvial
Branch are going round in mufti shooting
people with the intent of raising scc-
tarian battles. Then the Unionists will
be able ta say to Westminster, "We
told you so', and demand cven more
ficrecly the ‘liquidation’ of the Bogside
and the Crecggan and the Catholic en-

claves in DBelfast and Newry. The
Unionists WANT above all things to

re-cstublish the old rule only more <o
Paisley wanis the Bogside. ctc, liqui-
dated, but he wants the six countics
tolally integrated into the UK, lancying
himself as Minister for Ulster and then
Prime Minister.

Meceanwhile groups of youths, approxi-
mately 17 years old. called the Tarlan
Gangs. roam aboul creating mayhem
They loathe RUC, Cathaliey (Teagues,
Micks. Fenians and Papists), drugs. the
tricolour, the Republic of Ireland, the
TRA and Glasgow Celticc.  They like
British soldiers, ‘Ulster’, the Union Jack
and Glasgow Rangers, and the areac in
which they live. They have no palitizal
allegiances If you want to find omt
about them jost shout ‘Up Celtic’ and
then run for your very life. As onc

Pobladed by Fresdom Prews, Lesdse, B.)

The ather”

member of Vanguaed reputedly <aid to
another, “The Fartan Gungs arc gelling
Fascism u bad pame.” John Mc¢Keuague
of the Shankhill Defence admires them

Down here it is all the EEC vole on
next Wednesday, and we are worked
to death. The Spring show iy on and
] am driven to impotent fury by over-
dressed women who are all for j1, as
it means their husbands  will get [
jobs in Brossels and to Hell with 1he
small larmer. It is quite extraordinany
how many who have perhaps s little
as 15 or 20 acres bhelicve that it means
instant  riches for them  They can't
see only 2 of farms will he sviable
in the EEC., and mass uncmployment
and emigration will resull,  Ircland, all
32 counties of it ix a4 very exhausting
place in which to live at the moemenl
If anly there was some way of blowing
away the greed of the few, the hatred
af the many and the sectarianism of the
six counties

.

“Arc you a university student?
|Gt.'t your professor to recom-
mend for the university library;

a set of

| BOUND VOLUMES

ANARCHY Vols. 1-10
(Nos. 1-118)

1961-1970 complete

Price £40.00 per sel
(p. & p. £1)

——

Pnoted by Eaxpesma Priaters, Londoa, RA.|

and what practcal problems face an-

archists in relation to revolution,

(g) The development of a specifieally
annrchist economics which investigntes
particularly the role of cconomic struc-
turce, nnd <hanges in them, in the for-
mation of copsciousncss (since we
believe that marxism, for example, only
nsserts this coamoction withoul proving
it and without discovering its aature,
if it custs).

(h) The problems of forcign relations and
meaninglu!  isternational  solidarity,
bearing in mind the uneven develop-
ment of nations and communities (since
this raises, for example, the question
of how an amarchist socicty would
give aid to the working c¢lass of a
country still nader State coptrol without
strengthening the State.

Our immediate limited intention i
to engage in a more systematized rescarch
in these arcas and 1o co-ordinate the
results into something approaching a co-
herent anarchist theory. not as end to
philosophy, but a3 8 beginning. However,
there are numcrogs problem< Finstly,
wo are not competent to study even all
the questions we have oumelves raised.
Sccondly, there will be questions which
simply have not occurred to us.  Thirdly,
il we are not Jamned careful we will
end up as isolaled as ever, an clite with-
out n mass, when wo don’t even want to
be an eclite at all

To help overcome these problems we
wish to throw aur 1dea open to the whole
movement, and invite thuse interested
who feel they can make a contribution
to play up their part. The sooner the
movement as a whole drowns our egos,
the hetter we shall feel,

Would anyonc interesicd please write
to Bridget Pym it 62 School Green Lane,
Shefficld. S10 4GR, so that we might
arrange for a conference of some des-
cription to discuss the principle of what
we hope to sec done, and 1o develop
(perhups different) conclusions as 10 how
we move forward, ‘“we’ then meaning more
than just us four. For the moment we
propose that such a conference be held
in midJune at o suitable venuc con-
venient in the light of the geographical
distribution of those interested M. B.

GAS & GHOSTIES

Cootloued from page )
of exvrvivm iy to be held, and "the paticat’
should sit sn o deep armchair, so that
sell-injury s less likely  Victims of evil
spints are supposed 10 thrash about when
the devils are leaving then.

Dr. Mortimer Joes say that ‘the general
attitude in the Chureh of England scemed
to be 1o regard exorcism as an exercise
in white muagic or a survival of medieval
superstition. |
a more positise value. For mysell, T can
only suy that it daes seem to me ta be
a survivil of medieval supesstition’, und
I am glind that despite all the pressures
towards irrationalism ‘the general atti-
tude’ s still a sweplical one

Occultists tell me that T use sceplicism
‘as an excuse” for not comnntting myself,
which has @ familiar ring, and reminds
me af the world of politics, where scep-
ticism is the worst crime. Bul sceplics
have never started 8 war or Jaunched a
persecution, only the ‘truc helicveny’ do
this. The trouble is that a sceptical posi-
tion is a hard one to maintain in a
socicly where science and lechnology are
not far developed, and if, as seems more
and more likely, our technological cullure
sulfers a serious reverse. [rom over-popit-
lation, pollution, the Bomb or internal
chnos and civil war, the field will be left
open to the magicians and their per-
seculors 1o lormont one another, and any
poor viclim who happens to get in the
way. Joun BRENT,

" But he believes it has,

it is fundamental to a libertarlan society
that there it no teaching clasy bul only
a leaming class.

Thirdly, 1 find 1the presence of trade
uaions In education, such as headmasiery'
unlon. varions higher education teachen'
unions, school teacherd' unions, studenty'
unions and now Iwa pupils’ unjons, It
counter-cducalional as It reinforces the
&lito system built up by a continuous
scries of examinations and gradings, Jf
tho unions wish to fight for improving
condilions in schools, why (¢ there so0
much talk aboul a unified pay scale for
feachers but so little for a unifled nrmount
of [reedom for ALL in a school?

Fratemelly,
Davip BrownN.

Please Teacher—ii.

Dear Editors,

During the last threec months many
people have been trying lo develop a
IF'rec Schoel in Leeds. The need for
projects such nt this is clear to many
libertarinns, as they belicve that schools
nnd teachers within the present system
induce in the children precisely the ideas
and attiludes that assist the system to
survive. From Peler Neville's letier in
the last issue of Frirpom (24.4.72) it 19
apparcnt Lhat his atttude a8 a teacher
is exactly what we are working against.

One of the most successful eriticisms
against cgoisl individnalism (an idcology
he frequently inarticulales) is that il
s a corrupt version, on the small scale,
of the tdeas our bourgeois rulers
hold so dear. The most successful in-
dividualist is the bourgeois. His indi-
vidual desires rule many people. Tt is
this critique of individualism that P.N."s
letter lends obvious substance to.  His
claim 1o the abilities of craftsmanship
or artisanship are doubtful and arc a
statement of his c¢go, spewing onto the
children under his control. A sickness
no doubt which they have ncither the
[recdom nor the power 10 remove.

Stirner was also a schoolicacher like
P.N. apd all his writings arec marked by
the neurotic ruthlessness and sarcasm
that characterises, in the main, the
attitude of mosl teachers. In his lefter
P.N. states the rights of the headmaster
with such phrases as:—

‘I am in control of the lcarning
sltuation—1 prepare and develop the
syllabus. T do not advocate pupil control
—I adopt o simple rule—I avwume pupils
are there because they want o be
there and are willing to participate.”

To all Vibertarinns the vile idiocy
of thevo statements are ditgusting. They
nre made nt a time when the cducational
contrallers of this socicty are on tho
offcnsive against us—MAfnurice Trinton
versus the NCCL and Children's Rights,
the NAS, the NUT and Thatcher versus
the progressives—and he chooses pre-
cisely the side of our rulers|

Many times ideological individualism
has been wspect on nccount of its
confusions, but here he Is clearly not
anarchistic by any means, He devires
the control over the children that the
State has empowered and trained him
o control.

Pupil power is abaut one thing—
the right 10 tell an adult to piss off
if the adult is annoying, in the *learning
situation” or clsewhere. The children
he teaches often try ta enforce this
right, and 1 support them hy daing
cxactly (hat now.

TrEvoR RBavacr.,

Dops,
Sorry Comrade !

Dear Comrades,

I came across a copy of FREEDOM, for
the week beginning March (8,

I was very surprised to see our Jeaflet
‘What kind of man are you' on your
front page. You had atiribuled its source
to Edinburgh Reoeors, which T presume
is a [ocal paper.

I felt T ought to put you right as to
its reat source. It was written, published
and distributed by the Independent
Labour Party, 197 Kings Cross Road,
London, W.C.1.

I enclosc a copy for you 1o peruse
over, the other side also has interesting
information.

I feel you ought to quote tho original
and correct source of information as
I'm sure your readers would appreciate
this,

Yours fraternally,
Sanora Fiusy
(Leeds ILP).

ontact

Contact Column ls

far makiog contact]
Use is free, but
donatlons towarda
typesctiing costs
ure welcome

-

Help Fald and Despateh ‘FREEDOM'
Thursdays from 2 p.m., followed by
discussion nt 7.30 p.m.
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Rudolf Rocker's ‘Johann Most: das Leben
cines Rcebellen' need for transiator.
Please write, don't send, to John
Hinsley, 61 Sandhunt Avenue, Ward
LEnd, Birmingham, B36 8EJ.

Anarchist Syndicallsi Allinnce National
Conference to be convened in Maon-
chester/Sulford on May 13/14, De-
tails and items for agenda. cnquiries:
A. Portus, 116 Gilda Brook Road,
Eccles, Lancs.

Cresclta Politica, a group aiming 1o
conshitufe a nctwork of anparchist
publications in Italy is interested in
sending Italian anarchist works, both
its own and others, and in receiving
Coglish books and periodicals. For
conlavts write 10: Crescita Politica
Lditrice C.P. 1418 Firenze., Cuta-
logues wvailable at Friypovr.

Wil Jake Jenkius, belicved o be in
Sonth Shields, pet in touch with
Maurice, Alison and Kiki, 107 Scu
Pauls Road, Jarrow.

‘Inside Story’, monthly, 25p. "This beauti-
fully produced magazine is a sort of
anarchist Private Eye .. . an excellent
publication’ (‘Freedom’). A lot of
rescarch has gone into producing this
paper - . . good hard information'
(‘Frendz’). Tor sample copy of 'IN-
SIDE STORY", send 25p (or £1.50
for six issucs) 1o 3 lelmont Road,
Londan, S W4,

Anarchists [ Lihertarlans  interested  in
forming a group in the Southend
arca, contact Andrew Pualaam, 14
Chandos Parade, Hadleigh, Essex
or phone David Carr, Southend-on-
Sea 66794,

Leeds Free School and community trust.
A free school project is heing organ-
ised in Leeds. Money and materials
aro urgently needed. All deonations
and caquiries to: M, Silver, 7 Hessle
Mouat, Leeds 6.

Nibilistic Loddites interested in forming
an agricultural commune contact
M. Pbillips, 26 Uckfield Grove,
Mitcham, Surrcy.

Agricuboral Community. Would any
NON-NIHILISTIC.NON-LUDDITE
agricultural commune like a Honda
F30 Rotovator with atlachments?
Cheap, casy terms il trust estab-
lished (1). Wnite Box No. 003 Frri-
DOM.

Dlircet Action. We need practical help in
the form of other human beings, who
want and need to challenge the ea-
trenched Establishment through anar-
chist intervention. Anyone intcrested
please ring 852 8879,

‘A Flight of Silver Birds', original poems
by Tina Morris. Send 24p for 6 cards
(3 different designs) to 18 Pemberton
Strect. Blackbum, BB! 9AB.

All Salnts Collective, 53a Portland Road,
Radford, Nottingham, need militant
activists for full time community
work or industrial action.

ORA. Mecetings at Peace Centre Collco
Bar. 36 Romilly Strect, W.1. Sundays
7 p-m. May 21: "Women's Liberation®.

Corby. Public meeting on ‘Anarchism
and Workers' Control' planned (or
June 29. Green Room, Civic Centre
at 7.30 p.m. Local help with pub-
licity appreciated. Contact Terry
Phillips, 70 Blenheim Walk.

Help! Stoke Newington 8 Fund. Com-
rades now on ramand in Brixton and
Holloway need financial aid urgently
for meals, [(ruit, papers, bdooks
(which must be new) and cigarettea
Please send donations to the Stoke
Newington 6 Fund, c/o Compendium
Books, 240 Camden High Street,
London, N.W.1, asa.p

Freo Valpreda Compaign needs help, not
just by way of support, but also in-
volvement in planning and organis-
ing. Please conlact cfo N, & E.
London Group ORA.

Would Rox 001 please send Freedom
Press his address as we have mislaid
it. We¢ have a number of replies
from your ad.

Cockpit Theatre, Marylchone. Evening
of songy and puctry from Bill Fay,
Maureen Denjamin, John  Sivyer,
Jeff Cloves. Sunday, May 14, 8 p.m.
20p.

Centro Iberico, 125 Kingsway, London,
W.C.1, Sunday, May 14 at 7.30 p.m.
Miguel Garcia. Gareia will speak
on Spanish Political Prisoners and
a collection will be held for them.
A film, “The Executioner or ‘Fury
over Spain®, will be shown.

Individuallst Forum, Peace Centre Cofleo
Bor, 36 Romilly Street, W.1. May
14, 8 p.m., 'Individual Liberty and
the Law’, A, Macken.



