- —

F

-

—

anarchistsmweekly

- 0(0)

NARCHIST!  The wvery  word

vonjures up visions of dangerous
men in black ¢loaks with bombs,
wild acts of uncontrolled violence,
bloody insurrection, rape. looling
and the compleie breakdown of im-
posed law and order: causing the
mass of the people o shy away as
though it were somc ncurable
discase. Yet how wrong is the popu-
lar image. It is true that acts of
violence have been commitled in the
name of Anarchism, il is true that
wild »atements have been issued.
Yel who are the greatest perpelra-
tors of crimes against humanity on
untold scales? It is governments
who drop tons of cxplosives on
defenceless people. it is govern-
ments who have been responsible for
the massacres of countless millions
throughout history. Governments
who supposedly represent law and
order and all that is supposed to be
peace loving in society.

Contrary to popular beliel, the
majority of anarchists, though cer-
tainly not pacifists, are neither in-
chined 10 wiolence, mostly being
peace-loving persons who want no
mor¢ than 1o live in a truly free
society, where men treat men with
respect for human dignity. Why
does the popular image remain so
vivid? Tts basic cause lies in the fact
that the anarchist movement is dedi-
caled to the overthrow of govern-
ment in any form, thus promoting
the idea that it is a philosophy
based on lawlessness Nothing could

be further from the truth. Anuarch-
ism s possibly  the  most  highty
organised form of socicly in that. in
such a societly, every man would
live in mutual harmony with his
fellow man in a situation where
individuals would live in voluntary
co-operation wilh other individuals.
It holds 1o the self-evident (rulh
that, until man is responsible for
and in ¢ontrol of his own life, then
society’s ills will not be cured. It is
the only political movement that has
this idea to offer. All ather pohitical
movements arc  based on the
assumption that a government must
exist 1o organise sociely. thus an-
archists are opposed (o any form
of political quping that has the
formation of another government
as ils basic aim, The abolition of
the state and all ils apparatus is onc
of the basic and original tenets of
Anarchism.

[n our present society and that of
the communist world, we lind that
the whole cconomy is geared to
profit-making. Everything that s
produced must make a  profit
whether that ilem s nccc.ssar{v or
not. Thus the quality of life is
immediatcly reduced to the level of
sordid malerialism. The anarchist

wants a society in which production
is geared to need and not 10 profil.
A society in which the population
ilsell controls its own means of pro-
duction, For centuries the working
man has been robbed of the reward
of his own labour

Tt s a hard fact
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of life that a4 svery small minority
control the destny of the majority
purely through cconomic  domi-
nance. Yel the very ones who pro-
duce that wealth arc the ones who
are cxploited Thus the capitalist,
whether state or private, joins with
the government in a hatred of the
anarchist movement.

POPULAR MYTHS *

The popular image of the bomb-
throwing anarchist is that which is
perpetvated by the National Press.
Every outrage thal cannot be ex-
plained is immediately. tagged with
the label *Anarchy’. Every break-
down of law and order threatens 1o
produce Anarchy and. thus the myth
goes on.  Yet thescivery papers
which do so much tojspread anti-
anarchist propaganda arc themselves
owned by those who' bave a vesied
interest in kecping sogiety as it is.
Little wonder that they attack and
libel Anarchism at ry possible
moment. To them. We success of
such a movement Id mean, in

real terms, a loss of privilcges
which they do sv mucl to retain.
Our democratic ety is sup-
posedly based on Pguality. yet
thousands live in coglitions which

would bring down 1he wralli of the
RSPCA if applied in a zoo. Many
are homeless. Yet huge office blocks
stand cmpty for lack of prospective
lenants duc to high rents: emply
blocks whose value increases daily
W provide huge preits for land

THE HRES OF FARRINGDON

HE TWIN-BELFRY TOWERS of
Holy Cross monuastery dominate the
skyline of the upper reaches of the
Ardoyne distnict of Belfast. A few yards
uphill on the opposile side stretches a
row of shops and behind these cight long
rows of termuce-houses sweep downhill
until arrested by an identical row of
houses Iying at right-angles to them. A
long nibbon of concrete roadway bisects
the estate and even the many well-tended
gardens fail 1o relieve the barmack-hke
atmosphere of the place.

It was in 1935, another year of rioty
in Belfast, that Cathelic refugees occupicd
the half-completed houses, glad to slecp
on the bare floorboards and grateful for
the help provided by the people of the
ndjacent Catholic district of Old Ar-
doyne. Under these conditions what was
ulmost an entirely Catholic ghetto was
created. Almoat but not quile: because
on the site of the new eslate there sull
stood a4 tramway depol and the few
strects of ancient and decaying houses
which comprised Ardoyne village, the
muscrable homes of Protestant mull-wor-
hers. When the village was demolished
thice sirects were buill where it had
once stood: Cranbrook Gardens, Farring-
don Gardens and Vclsheda Park. They
were occupied muiply by Protestants and
for over 35 years they and their Catholic
neighbours lived together in peace

August 199 changed all that Catholi¢
homes in Old Ardoyne were burned out
hy Protestant exiremists and the Catholicy.
prepared 10 light, Women and children
were evacualed and buses hijacked 10
form barricades but all of the guns were
on the other side in the hands of the
RUC. B:-Specials and UVIE. Fortunately
for the Catholics their mukeshift de-
fences were never pul 1o the test ay the
Heitish Artmy arrived in the mick of nime
and an uncasy peace settled uvver the
aren. For some months alterwards both
wdes worhed together and Cathalic and

Protestant vigilantes padrolled the streels
at night in a juint ¢tfort to Aeep the
peace bot many of the older, more
moderate, Protestant famulies began 1w
leave the estate. Those who took thars
place were militant Protestants and onee
their numbers began 0 increase they
began a  campaign  of intimidation
against Catholic residents in the streets,
Cautholics in Farringdon Gardens began
o receive threatening lettery signed by
the UVF, onc Catholic woman awoke to
find that the windows ol her house had
been painted ovemight with the letiers
UVFE and by the time of the July 12
Orange celebrutions this year, the strecls
were bodecked with Ulster flags. Tension
was in the air and whean the violence
did break out in carly August no one
was surprised.

I was walking home ualong the long
roadway that divides the estate into its
upper and lower parts one Saturday
night 1n early August when [ heard the
fint shots, One whizzed harmlessly over-
head and I ran quickly into the cover
of a nearby alleyway. From here | was
able to locate their source. They were
coming from Furringdon Gardens and
its neighbolir Crunbrook Gardens; single
shots interspersed with short bunts of
automatic fire, maost of it tlying aimlessly
overhead and none of it coming my way
s0 1 wis nble to return home and listen
in comparative safety until it finally
petered out o few hours alterwards
Next might o regulur gun-battle took
place.  Many mote weapons were being
used and oy the bullets whined along
the steects and ricocheted ofl the roads
and pasements, people closed 1helr doon
and doused their hights leaving the gun-
men itn command of the dungerous
sireels. The baule raged all night long
yet ncredibly not one word about
appearcd in the press neat moming not
was it mentioned on the BBC.  The
cventy of that Monday night were 1o hit

the headlines of newspapery and maga-
cmes throughout the world.

Lhat Monday, August Y, 1971, saw the
mtroduction of  atermiient and  as
families scttled around their TV sets
after tca-time the sound of sniper fire,
so familiar to the people of Ardoyne,
was drowned by a much Jouder noise.
AL liest it seemed that dozens of machine-
guns were firing bul the clouds of smoke
rising above the rooftops were accom-
panied by the pop and crackle of buming
umber and quickly the news spread.
The Protestanls were burning their own
homes. Many Protestants returmning from
work were greeted by stccams of women
and children running away from the
scene and forries laden down with fueni-
ture speeding out of the estale. These
lorries manned by gangs of youlhs had
appeared in  streets oflering Lo carry
furniture to safety. Many of the people
who irustingly handed over TV sets and
other items were never 1o see them again,
as many of the Union Jack waving
youths were simply <¢nminals taking
mecan advantage of a trajic situation, but
they were usually able (o find new homes
in a corporation eslale being buili at
Glencuirn. The events of 1935 were in
some respects being reversed.

The army were to add a touch of farce
to the tragedy. They had ordered the
fire brigade not to enter the arca and
when Catholics tried (o put the lires oul
they too were ordered away but ot the
same limo as this was going on at one
ead of the street the fire-raisers were
allowed to go about their work at
the other end. One Protestant waoman
had returned home 10 salvage some of
her belongings and as she rummaged in
a back room o suldier entered the house.
He Ister claimed that he had heard a
noise in the rear and fired when there
was no response to hiv challenge. “The
old lady was shot dead

Gradually the fire tooX ity grip and
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speculators, Many people actually
owning more than onc  house,
government  mumisters, and  often

socialist at that, not least amongst
them. The anarchist wanis an cnd
10 this situation. he wants to sec all
property held in common through
such means as Tenants' Associations
or perhaps Federated Estates, where
all the housing belongs 1o all those
within the Federation and not any
individual or council. A society in
which everyone is well housed in
conditions amenable (0 human
dignily. where people no longer have
to squat to find a roof, where exor-
bitant rents, or indeed any rents
are non-cxistent, where a man can
tend his garden and watch his
children grow up in healih and
happiness in conditions fit for all
human beings, and nol the privileged
few.

EDUCATION?

One of the chiel propagators of
our myth of democracy is the educa-
tional system which is founded on
class distinctions and prejudice. The
whole system is repressive and is
used as a cog in the machinery of
conformity, where children are
moulded thro various nefarious
nethods, inf®’
cxploitation. An obnoxious examin-
alion system creams off those of
academic achicvement to serve as
the management of society, whilst
the remainder are left as fodder to
serve them. A system controlled by
discipline and competition designed
lo repress the individual into a con-
forming mass. Obviously an educa-
tion system which exists for the
enlightenment of the individual can-
not be allowed 0 prosper, as any
form of government just cannot
afford to allow a society of free
thinking. enlightened individuals 10
grow, as such a soviety would spell
doom for that government. An-
archism insists that education, par-
ticularly higher education, i a right
of all and not a privilege for those

epling a society or™
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of 1the monied classes or for those
with establishment-backed ‘qualifi-
calions. The educational system
should be used 10 propagatc the
ideals of freedom and seclf-reliance
which in turn would lead 10 and
reinforce a free society. Bul no
government in cxislence would allow
this to happen as it would imply
self-extinction because people would
soon realise that government was
completely unnecessary.

How is it that governments can
continuc 1o blithely mislead
people they govern so easily? The
governments clfectively control all
the means of communication and
media from newspapers, as alrcady
mentioned, to TV and radio. The
people are only told what the
government wishes them 1o know.
Our so-called free press and com-
munications system is only [rec in
that it must comply within certain
insidious boundaries. The only aller-
native is the free presses of the
anarchist movement and the like
and their propagation. But prose-
cution on somc prelext or another,
will always lic just around the
corner if ever these aliernative news
media become 100 much of a
menace (o the established way of
things. It is not for nothing that
the government cxcrcises m strict
monopoly of the radio and TV
SETVICC.

The government has a strong ally
in the sugport of a large middle-
class which aspires to attain a status
of sober respectability. where false
values are inflated beyond all reason
and a philosophy of Irying to be
somebody is all-important. Anarch-
ism to the vast proportion of these
people is complcte anathema, creat-
ing visions of everything they fear.
They are too afraid of losing what
little they have. not realising that
their small loss is everybody's
greater gain, and gaily supporting
a corrupt system that gives them
huile handouts o keep them satisfied.
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Sltiie Murder!

PINELLI MURDERED . ..
VALPTREDA INNOCENT ...

Demonstration outside ltalian Embussy on Sunday, January 16.
March from Speakers' Comner at 2 p.m.

Help needed for Leafletti

ng, Fly-Posting, Stickering.

Coniact ORA, 68 Chingiord Road. Walthamstow, E.17.

salvage operations became impossible.
Rafters collapsed and slates cascaded
into front gardens and back yards or fell
into the buming shells of houses: win-
dow panes exploded and showers of
sparks and red-hol embers drifted shy-
wards. The next day revealed the full
extent of the damage. 192 homes had
been ravaged by fire and it looked like
a battle zone. Armed soldiers stood on
guard as people searched the debris-
sirewn  streets  and  peered  into  the
smouldering shells. Some were lucky
and recovered a bhird-cage, a4 pram or a
child's toy. A breeze lified some papen
and pinned themy, Nuttering, to the hedge-
rows ot the bottom of Farcingdon
Gandens. ! looked at them. They were
certificates of membership of the Loyal
Omnge Lodge.

The story of Farringdon and the other
streels is not yet finished [t is now
firmly established that Protestant ex-

tremists causwd the fires because, they
claim, they were threatened by the IRA.
So they bumed the homes in order to
prevenmt Catholicy occupying them after-
wards. But, finally, whea the men of
violence have done their work someone,
sometime has to think of rebuilding and
before winler sets in in eamest a volun-
tary ladbour force including a couple of
priests has already stasted 10 re-roof the
houses. As work progresses they will
de joined 1n their task by Protestant
workers. In a city where there is alecady
a chronic housing shortage the govern-
ment bureaucrats have refused the relicf
commiliee any financial aid even though
they admil that the houses are struc-
turally sound and could be made habit-
able once again. Seclf-help, co-opemtion
and mutual aid, virtues that we liber-
tarians have always emphasised, are to-
day being put into practice on the roof-
tops of Farringdon. BH.

the



OME YL ARS BACK when 1 was a
student | had a job as a porter in
a general hospital and it all came back
to me a month agoe when | went to se¢
Pete Nichols® plav-entertainment, The
National Health, at The Old Vic. Now
I've a soft spot for the nationalell, being
a child of it as it were—all that lavely
milk we used to get and, in an odd way,
it wasn't an unenjoyable job at The
Hospital. Fortunately I've never been
in hospital as a case, only as a worker,
but one thing | do know is that nrosr
people in hospital are frightened—ifl not
all the time—al least when they first go
in. And that fear, from my observations.
is marely acknowledged by nurses and
cven less by doctors. The most tactful
care and help always came from the
most despised and unskilled(?) workens
when |1 was there, and 1 guess it ain'l
changed much, The ltalian domestics
and the porters it was who tried to re-
assure and comfort—who in real terms
put oul a hand or dried a tear.

Oh we all know the problems of
understaffing and ‘you have to harden
yoursell to gel through the day’ argu-
menits, but I'm not sure. They remind
me of my twutor at Teacher Training
College who wamed me ngainst ‘becom-
ing o involved with your students'.
As it was, the porters and domestics
were overworked too, but somehow they
mapaged to keep their humanily intact,

1 suspect that docton and nunses are s
imbiued with the wdea that at ac envugh
'to serve’ that they forget that healing
involves the nmund as well as the body.
When | firnt began 1o work in the
casualty wanl there were two of us on
instead of three—so it was tum and
tum about on a 12-hour shilt. When
a road accident case came in, if a nurse
wasn't handy you were called up, and
that was that—1 assisted in first aid o
n man from a mental hospital who sat
on the bog one moming and slit his
throat with a razor (they stliched him
op and sent him back). with a spastic
child road casualty (she died). with n
baby who swallowed a bottle of aspirin
(she lived), and a Iabourcr who pul a
pick through his foot (he howled), and
the only first aid I knew was me 2nd
class in the scouts. The only people
who bothered o1 had time (o care nbout
the anxious relatives and bereaved
parents were (he porters, and over ond
over again I witnewed spontaneous rcts
of courtesy, iact and near mimculous
understanding from those most despised
underlings. The ‘famous surgeon’ in the
hospital always referred to anyone not
wearing a white coat as “You' and his
ill-mannered boorishness was, | think, a
true indication of where hi< heart lay.
As a porier then I was getling about £12
for a 72-hour week, and when 1 siarted.
] was so squeamish that 1 had a con-

Carry on up the National Health

tinons hanle agninsl fainting every time
a bloody case cnme

Oh there were gnnd Jaoctors,
nurses, gaod adminisirators right enough,
but overall, despite real efliciency, it was
hindness that was Inching—Ilack of spon-
taneity—ridiculous defercnce fo malrons,
doctors and surgeons—and that curious
feeling that used to sneak in sometimes,
that patients were somehow a nuisance
who got in the way of routine.

Still. To the play. All this so well
conveyed in Nichols' ‘revue’ thal you
can smell the carbolic, dread the heavy
step of the malron It works ny a series
of set pieces containcd within onc ward,
interwoven inio a spool nurse/doctor ro-
mance drama hotted up by having a West
Indian nurse and one of them granite-
chinned Scottish doctor hero, strong
silent man Romeo. Know what I mean?
It follows the fortunes of seven male
patients suffering variously from ulcers,
cancer, hearl trouble, drink, despair and
the crratic attentions of nurses and doc-
tors. Three of 'em dic, one becomes
cretinous, and the otherx struggle on
Jim Dale is magnificent as a randy,
treacherous male npurse without a shred
of compassion—but who. pamdoxically,
helps the patients through by his
humour and his knavery—whatever else,
he is not a reguintion-ridden automalton.
Nichols has given him some lines so
heavily laden with finnuendo that they

goend

TROTSKYIST SCHOOL OF FALSIFICATION

NE OCCASIONALLY GE1S the

impression that "Trotakyism' is getting
better, or ot least that some so-called
Trotskyist groups are belter than others.
Thus it is difficult not to fecl that the
International Marxist Group is preferable
to the Soculist Labour League, or that
International Socialism is preferable to
either. Every now and then, for example,
the paper International Socialism con-
tains something really good—usually by
Peter Sedgwick, who has written by

cowexfar the best articles in the left-wing (or
P—————any other) press on VIt1or Scrge, Goorgs

Orwell, and Isaac Deutscher. 1t was in
the latler (No. 31, Winter 1967-68) that
one came across a startling foolnotc
referring approvingly to the Solidarity
edition of Ida Mett's The Kronsiadt
Commune and briefly but efficiently des-
troying the Trotskyist myth of Kronstadt.
But Peter Sedgwick is not characteristic
of International Socialism; far more typi-
cal ia Chris Harman, and a good example
of his style is a review in the current
issve of Inrernational Socialism (No. 49,
Autumn 1971) of Maurice Brinton’s The
Bolshewviks and Workerss Contral and
Paul Avrich's Kronstad: 1921,

The title of the review, “Hue
and Cry’, aptly echoes a well-known
lying aricle of 1938 by Trotsky
hmaself (the subject of Emma
Goldman's pamphlet, Trotsky Protests
Too Much), and the text {s a stereotyped
repetition of Lthe old Leninist-Trotskyist
story about the necessity for the Bol-
sheviks 10 destroy the Russian working-
class movement after 1917 and to suppress
the Kronstadt rising in 192] in order to
save ‘the revolution'~i.c. the Bolsheviks.
But thcre are some remarkable things
in it, especially in the discussion of
Brinton's book. Harman claims that
‘the debate as to how the workers were
to control indusiry’ after the Bolshevik
revolution ‘was to be largely academic’

because ‘within a matter of months
ncither the working claxs nor the
factories were still to exist’; so that,
when the Bolsheviks were building up
their regime. ‘unfortunately, without
workers, this could nol be based on
direct workers' initiative’. This scems
a quile extraordinary attempt to argue
millions of people out of existence in
the process of fitting them into a
meaningless clnss analysis in the worsl
Marxist tradition—extraordinary even by

Then there is a classic case of the
big lic technique—in which you attack
someone by making a point which is
not just a distortion of the truth but the
complete opposite of the truth. Knowing
that hundreds of IS members will read
Brinton's book but not knowing what
1o do about the huge mass of hard
facts in it, Harman alleges that Brinton
not only ‘distorts the meanings of dis-
cussions’ but sctually ‘conceals facis’;
Harman continues:

For example, one small instance which
typifies his whole approach: Brinton
quotes as a critic of the Bolshevik
line on workers” control the anarchist
Shatov; however, his account delib-
erately omits to mention that Shatov
later joined the Bolsheviks, sccepting
their discipline as necessary to defend
the revolution.
Yet on the very same page of Brinton's
book as the reference to Shatov's critie-
ism there is a biographical footnole
which relates that Shatov ‘later became
member of Petrograd Military Revo-
Jutionary Commiltee and an officer of
the 10th Red Army. In 1919 played
important role in defence of Petrograd
against Yudenich. In 1920 became
Minister of Transport in the Far Eastern
Soviet Republic.' Moreover, Harman's
account deliberately omits (0 mention
the final stage of Shatov's career, which
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is also given in Bnnton's footnote:
'‘Disappeared during the [936-38 purges.’
Who conceals facts? Incidentally, while
Shatov certainly supported the Bolshevik
regime, he does not seem 10 have
actually ‘joined the Bolsheviks': in 1920
he assured Emma Goldman that ‘he had
not joined the Communist Party and never
would’; Krasnoshchekov, the head of the
Far Easterm government, was a very
unorthodox Bolshevik: and Victor Serge’s
story «kat in 1929 or so Shatov became
one builders of the Turkestan-
Siberd Tway” sugge<ts that he wae
soon owt of favour,

The discussion of Avrich’s book is
basod on the assumption that Kronstadt
was dominated by peasanty, that the rising
was thercfore o peasants’ revolt. that
it was therefore unpolitical, and that
it therefore need not be taken seriously.
(Pecasants don’t counl as workers in
Marxist class analysis, which makes
everything much simpler.) The rest of
the review is on the same level of
argument. Harman says a great deal
about pecasanl discontent, but nothing
about the industrial unrest which actually
started the nising. He stales that ‘the
Bolshevik leaders understood only too
well the harsh logic of the Kronstadt
revolt’, but does not mention their con-
sistent campaign t¢ blacken—or rather.
Whiten—the rebels as counter-revolution-
arics. He claims thar ‘atlempis were
made 1o discuss a peaceful solution’
and refers 1o the single atiempt, the
proposal of the Peirograd Soviet 10
send a delegation of its members (o
Kronstadt which was refused by the
rebels, but does not mention that this
was Lhe day after Trotsky had issued
a ‘fingl’ demand for the unconditional
surrender of the rebels and Zinoviev
had, backed this with the threat (o
shoot them ‘like partridges’, or that an
anarchist proposal 160 mediate and the
rebels’ invilation of a genuine non-
parly delegation were both refused by
the Bolsheviks. He siates that many of
the rebels were ‘imprisoned or executed
as an example 1o discourage further
mutinies or peasant revolis’, but does
not mention that thirteen (none of them
leaders) were secretly iried and shot,
hundreds were just secretly shot, and that,
as Avrich puts it, ‘none of the captured
rebals veceived a public hearing'.

Finally, Harman alleges that, despite
the rebels’ “talk about the need for real
soviet democracy’, they ‘were unable fo
produce a programme that could have
bridged the gap between Lhe workers
and the peassnts’, bul does not seem
to have read the fundamenta! Peiro-
paviovsk resolution adopted by the rebels
on February 28 which called for the
emancipation of both workers and
peasants and, above all, the abolition
of the dictatorship of the Communist
Party. But this, of course, is what even
the most libertarian Trotskyists find i
hard to understand, let alone accept; and
if they can't learn from Trolsky's own
Iife they can't Jearn anything. Néedless
(0 smy, there is no discussion of his part
in the events of §917-1921 In the entire
review,

N.W.

are often embarrassing and disgusting,
but somchow ho wins you over. le's
like a younger houncy Frankie lowerd
~ but ruder. 'Still you have to laugh
doncher!® he says—and he's right, yon
do. Dill Frarer is magnificent as a sori
of Doctor Cameron chnrmacter; all that
dreadful old dignity and fumblebluster
ivs irresisible 1o me;, and the confron-
tation with his son and the West Indian
nurse is a joy. David Ryall who plays
Ash, n faintly queer failed schoolmaster,
creates a real person who, despite his
considernble faulis, has a real talent and
no chance to use it, and Gerald James.
who plays the senile old Welsh doctor
(a patient) is bricfly magnificent.

The National Health lashes oul seem-
ingly indiscriminately—with no taste,

little sensibility, and with faint regard
for stamina—it ran for three hours when
I saw 1. It disgusted me, appalled me,
and convulsed me by turns—but above
all it had the undeniable whill of reality
about it. A [riend of mine, an an
thermpist at a2 mental hospital, coulda's
take It. fle hooed loudly and stomped
out disgusted by what he construed as
its easy humour at the expense of pity.
I guess many of you will feel the same
way il you go, but for myself | found
it disturbingly real, and I think valuable.
“This Is how it is says Nichols, and
from my limited cxperience of it, [
agree. If you can stand the awful anl.
ficinlity of ‘the theatte’ and the un.
speakablencas of the Iampstead any
farties who seem to frequent The O)d
Vie, scuttle on down there and be enter.
tnined and outraged all in one go. It's a
pily wo are lumbered with theatres—if
we had viewing galleries In the wards
then something might REALLY happen.

Jerr CLoves

International

Socialism

or National Gapitalism

T A SPECIAL CONFERENCE of

‘International Socialists” in Birming-
ham recently it was decided that the
merger between IS and a small group
called Workerns' Fight, which had been
consummated in 1968, be dissolved, =as
it had not been a success. Apparently
Workers' Fight had maintained a ‘per-
manent tendency’ within IS, yet had
argued that the Tnternational Socialists
were ‘centrists’'—that is, in Trotskyist
jargon, not really revolutionary. inter-
nationalist, socialists at all.

I have no tlime for political sects like
Workers' Fight, but at Jeast in this instance
they are one hundred per cent right. 15
should change their initials to NC—
National Capitalists!

It is obvious from their so-called prin-
ciples ("What We Stand For') that the
‘International Socialista® see Lhemselves
as an embryonic pohlitical parry, whose
aim is the conquest of Stale power.
Despite Lheir 1alk of abolishing capitalism
and its replacement by a classiess soclety
with prodoction for usc, this is merely a
sop or, at best, an ultimate aim for
the dim, distant future. For the present,
like their bed-fellows in the Communist
Party, IS is concerned only with a
reformed capitalism. They are national-
istically-minded reformers who occasion-
ally use pscudo-socialist phraseology.

Here is the evidence from their own
‘principles’.

]S envisages a ‘socialist staie’, where
the land, banks and major industries have
been nationzlised; they advocate the
reactionary slogan of the ‘minimum wage'
of 'at least €25 a week’, and are in
favour of ‘all genuine national liberation
movements’. What ‘national liberation’
has got to do with internationalism they
do not say. But from a really inter-
nationalist viewpoint it can only mean
the creation of yet another nation-stale,
complete with bureaucracy and apparatus
of repression. It hardly needs mentioning

in this paper that the advocacy of a
‘socimlist” state, nationalisation (that h
state ownership of the means of pro-
duction) and national ‘liberation” has
nothing in common with genuine socal-
ism, and is the complete antithesis of
what libertarians stand for—a real,
international, classless, moneyless, gov-
cernmentless and siateless soacly. IS
also claim to desire democralic, workery'
control, but do not seem to understand
that such democratic, or workers’ control,
is impossible under nationalisation (with
or without compensation) and within a
‘socinlist’ state. Nationalisation is merely
national capitalism. As even Engels (of

whom IS has probably ncver heard)
remarked: the modern state, whatever
its form, is essentinlly a capilalist

machine; it is the ideal collective body
of all captitalists. The more productive
forces il takes over as property, the
more citizens it exploits. The workers
remain wage-workers, wage-siaves, pro-

letariane - -The - capitalist rahlrouﬁrp-u-ﬂ—

not abolished, but rather pushed to
an exireme. In Epgels’ view, state owner-
ship of the means of production (ie
nationalisation) is not the solution to
the conflicts of capitalism, although it
contains within itself the key to the
solution. Kropotkin saw state ownership,
as advocaled by the state ‘socialists'—
the IS of his day—merely as state
capitalism, a form of society anarchists
in Soviet Russia saw being built and
developed by Lenin and Trotsky.
Despite their ‘revolutionary’ posturings,
the so-called International Socialists are
no more than an ultra.left, reformist
alternative to the now crisis-ridden
British Communist Party, an organisation
they hope to ultimately destroy and
replace. They are, moreover, equally
authoritarian. IS has no attractions for
anarchists or liberiarian socialists. We
stand for real internationalism and Social
Revolution—NOW! P.EN.

Will Richard Burton save

Yugoslavia?

IS VERY RARELY that contem-

porary political leaders find themselves
porirayed on the screen. Most Western
politicans must wait for death 1o elevate
them 1o the statesmanship of the silver
screen. Omar Shanf played Che Guevara
and Jack Pallance, Castro, but this
was in the main, hostile and Che was
the posthumous ‘hero’. Films wero
made about Franklin D. Roosevelt, and
John F. Kennedy's torpedo-boat exploits,
but they were not offically sponsored
and they died the death before hiiting
the circuits. The only example that
comes 1o mind is J. V. Stalin, who
was secn presiding at the fall of Berlin
and planning the Russian rovolution,
along with V. Lenin, the other well-
known screen aclor.

Following Stalin's example, his arch-
opponent Tito, the ruler of Yugoslavia,
has sponsored the making of a film
about his war-time partisan exploit, and
for his double (Erroll Flynn unfortu-
nately pasted on, or out) he has booked
none other than thal proletarian people’s
artiste and diamond collector Richard
(Villain) Burion. According to Jnk, the
last peo-Tito propaganda film cost plenty

and didn’t make its cosL

Why is it necessary for this refurbish-
ing of the Tilo image, (his revamping
of the Tito legend? The resistance
movement, like the myth of the cowboy,
has almost furnished more screentime
than il occupied in history. If one is to
believe Hollywood and other studio
productions it is impossible to imagine
how the Germans managed 10 occupy
Europe at all with the numbers of pairiots
in the resistance.

Tito was not in fact given solo billing
in the rcsistance movement to start
with. He was Joe Stalin’s boy., a
Moscow-trained communist. Britain was
backing Mihailovich, also operating in
the mountains. Fortunately (for Tito)
Mihailovich was cxposed as a German
agent and tried and eoxecuted (One
remembers a similar trial for the British-
sponsored exile Polish government who
were arvesicd en bloc when they an-
swered a summons to Moscow, which
had set up its own Polish-Lublin-govern-
ment.) Tito's side, and his sponsom,
won and Tito became ruler of Yugo-
slavin.

Largely because of his quarrel with
Stalin (for Stalin, like Tiwo, could not
tolerate resistance movements which were
not under his control), Tito became
the blue-eyed boy of anli-Stalinism, and
blossomed forth as the father of workers’

Covtizwed on prge 4



Anger Is nof enough

‘ HATEVER MAY or may not be

<aid about the Angry Brigade, and
much has been said already, they prob-
ably can qualify for an cxample of
‘propaganda by the deed’. Whoever they
are. indeed if they are consistently or
even basically the same persons, they
give distinctly non-anarchist vibrations,
for they have singularly failed 1o convey
an unmisiakable impression of  their
aims, beliefs and philosophy.

It would be hypoensy and futility to
repudiate the anarchist (radition of the
violent ‘propaganda by the deed’. Never-
theless mast anarchist terrorists when
put on trial, (reely admitted their guilt
and explained their motives at their
trials. Explanations from the Angry
Brigade are lacking,

Firstly: the namc ‘Brigade’ conveys
a distinctly non-anarchisl connotation,
sccondly the choice of 'viclims™ is con-
fined 10 the lower and, if onc may say
so, definitely replaceable cchelons ot
government. In its choice of thosec who
follow what may broadly be called a
Tory® line of polilical action, responsi-
bility for unemployment, repression, ete.,
it is a rather limited ‘leftist’ political
approach conveying the impression that
if certain personalilies weee removed
o1 terrorised out of oflice the situation
would be improved. This may be an
impression mistakenly conveyed; il so,
it is nevertheless a failure of propaganda;
il not, il is an incorrect assumption.

One gels the impression that there is
definite care taken 1o ensure that no
fatalities result from these aftenrars. I
this is the intention, why not say so?
Another (ailure of propaganda? I one
believes that by terror one can persuade
polilicians and authoritics 10 change
complete life-slyles (at thix slage in
history), ane is completely mistaken. It
is truc that the Tsar's tyranny could be
described as  ‘despotism tempered by
dynamite’ and one may indeed feel thal
modem tyrannies such as those of
Franco, in Greece, in South Africa,
could, and have been similarly chastenced
by terror. It is undoubledly (ruc that
in a revolutionary situation such aticatals
have their use, although one may argue
that clear judgement is not always present
as to what is, or is not a revolutionary
situation: as witness Northera Ireland
ot America for example. But 1o mistake
the present situation in England  as

revolutionamny even i potential s pross
romanticism. To  believe alw that =«
man, becanse he v a political epponent,
is facking in ¢conrage and will change
his policy became of fear is also a
failure of psychology. Courage is 0
any case only a minor virlue, it can
encompass pride, exhibitionism, ignor-
ance, stubbormness and even downright
stupidity.

The ‘propaganda’ scems 1o have been
lacking, and probably misdirected, But
is ‘the deed” correct? Robert lunter
quoles Peler Kropotkin in Parofes d un
Révoité, wnting: ‘A single decd makes
more propaganda in a few days than a
thousand pamphlets. The government
defends itself, it rages pitilessly: but by
this it only causes further deeds lo be
commiticd by one or more persons and
drives the insurgents o heroism, One
deed brings forth another; opponenis
join the mutiny; the government splils
into faclions; harshness inlensifies the
conflict; concessions come too late; the
revolution breaks oul.’ Allowing for the
time (I1885) and the place (France)
Kropotkin's optimism is justifiable.

After two world wars, hundreds of
minor wars, carth-shaking revolutions
which changed one tyranny for another,
anti-colonial  revolts which put new
ruling classes into power, belief in the
liberating power of violence has waned
somewhat. It is significant thal, apart
from Spain, the Iast recorded anarchist
assassination was in the nincleen-twenties
of Petlura, a White Russian pogromist,
and even this was a ‘revenge’ hilling.

The individual act of assassination
was lost in the forest of death from 1914
to the presenl day. The anarchist
propaganda could be confused with the

nationalist  propaganda  assassination
which has been the commonplace in
recent ycars.

On re-reading the Kropotkin quote it
is equally possible that the ‘decd’ could
be non-violent just as casily as violent.
Before 1939 the evenis that seized public
imaginalton in this ¢ountry were The
General Strike, The Jarrow March and
the unemployed demonstrations of 1938-
39—all basically non-violent. For many
years the highly controversial figure of
Mahatma Gandhi personified the propa-
ganda of the non-violent deed. Wo may
well debate his usefulness and echo
‘whatever happened to AMahaima Gandhi?’

GUBA—Progress
by Stalinist Methods

O ONE WOULD DRENY that there

have been considerable chapges in
Cuba since the Casirists attained power
in the island,

In [958, almost three-quurters of a
million people were unemployed out of
a total population of a little over six
million. Except for the sugar indusiry
{controlled by American Big Business),
Cuba was largely undeveloped. Havana
was a cenire of American tourism, with
tts nightclubs, gaming saloons, prosti-
tution—and beggars. There was con-
siderable poverty, illiteracy and racial
discrimination.

Sinco then, the Castrist régime has
instituted agrarian reform, converted
unemployment into a labour shortage, ex-
propriated the foreign capitalists and the
local bourgecoisiec and petit-bourgeoisie,
nationalised the Jand and means of pro-
duction. made domestic and foreign
irade & State monopoly and centralised
the planning of the national economy—
bt ull from above. Illitcracy has now
largely disappearcd; and racism is, at
least officially, forbidden. The number
of schools, particularly in the remote
country areas, have been increased. New
hospitals and clinics have been buill

STATE CAPITALISM

The Castrists call all this ‘socialism’
or ‘communism’, but Bakunin or Kropot-
kin or Zapata—or even Marx and
Engels—would not recognise such a
monolithic, onc-Party State as socialist
or communist. Surely, bureaucratic Siate
Capitalism is a better description of the
kind of society being imposed upon the
Cuban masses by Fidel Castro and his
henchmen.

In 1958, Jess than 32 per cent of the
total population between the ages of 17
and 55 wecre engaged, as wage-workers.
in production. The proportion is now
higher; but according to the Castrists,
the immediate task of the Cuban ‘revo-
Jution' (that is the bureaucratic, Stale-
Capitalist, revolution) is 1o increase the

number of  wage-labourers, and increase
production absolutely by increcasing the
productivity of labour. The main in-
strument for accomplishing these tasks
is the Cuban Confederation of Labour
(the CTC).

The CTC has nstituted ‘emulation’
campaigns similar to the Stakhanovite
movemen!l in Stalinist Russia, during
that country’s period of the ‘primitive
accumulation' of capital. This has been
particularly noticeable with regard to
the cutting of the sugar crop.

INDISCIPLINE

Onc of the régime's main problems
has been increasing labour jndiscipline.
The Cuban working-class has increased
numerically due to a number of factors.
But, according to the government, there
are still ncarly one million women nol
employed ‘who should and can enter
production’. Previously, very few women
in Cuba worked as wage-labourers. Now,
the régime intends o build canteens and
nurseries for these ‘lucky’ women. They
arc now o become cqual—equal rs pro-
dactive wage-slaves with thelr menfolk!

Recently, peasants, young people, for-
mer petit-bourgeois elements and alher
self-employed people—who were nol
used to faclory discipline, organisation
and fixed hours of work—have become
cmployees. Many of these, say the
Caslrists, arc irresponsible and lack
‘revolutionary discipline’. The govern-
ment and the CTC have, therefore,
started a mass ‘educatiopal’ campaign
against vagrancy and absenlecism, and
for greater labour discipline.

Materially better off the Cuban masses
may be; but they arc hecoming increas-
ingly shackled by an all.powerful State,
which masquerades under the name of
‘socialist. or ‘communist’. They, like
workers the world over, will have 1o
overthrow their (State) masiers one day.
The sooncr the belter!

Jose.

—but we cannol deny him his place in
history and his effect on the Dritich
imperialists.

The post-1950 history of CND and
the Commiltec of 100 are too recent to
need reconting. The growth of squatting
and the work-ins a1t UCS and Plessey
have given further evidenee of the value
of ‘the propaganda of the deed' with the
absence of plunned violence.

Anger has ils uses in impelling lo
action. But il the action is incorrect it
is uscless, and counter-productive. Anger
leads to impaticnee and violence s
thought of as a short-cul, whereas it is
often a detour.

Criticism has been made of the actions
of the Angry Brigade as ‘bad propa-
ganda, alienating rather than swelling
any revolutionary conslituency’. This was
wrilten by Richard Neville in his Evening

Standaord article on the Purdie-'rescolt
trinl.  We must suppose that the refer-
ence o a ‘revolutionary constituency” is
a minor joke bul Richard Neville has
referred (in o recent inteeview in 7 fuys)
lo the necessily for a new political,
revalitionary parly so il i< not entirely
a joke.  Such  political confusion s
common 1o Neville nnd  his  Marvist-
anarchist friends (rather hike chicken-
cating vegclarians). This demand for &«

now revolutionnry  parly is worped by
David Widgery (of I5) in Ink. e, oo,
deplores the violence of the Aagry

Brigade and siafes that 'To my mind il
{the way oul] requires a party., both
democratic and revolutionary, capable of
spanning the expericnce and struggle of
the shop steward, tho cinimant, the stu-
dent, and the housewifle'. This loo, comes
ill from a group which supported the
[.abour Party at the last clection.

The Angry Brigade is bad propagianda,
nol because it is direcl action and
alienates support  which  should be
directed into political channels, but be-
cause it is the wrong deed at the wrong
time.

JACK RONINSON,

ISRAEL - Draft Resisters

N AUGUST 2, 1971, threc Ismacli

boys and onec girl, about to be con-

scripted into the army, wrole an open
leiter 1o the press stating:

‘We were not bom free In order to
bccome oppressars.”

‘We refuse fo inflit upon another
people what has beea Inflicted wpon
our parenis and grandparents,’

Two of the four broke down under the
tremendous emotional pressures exerted
on them by their friends, parents,
teachers. The third, Giyora Neuman,
was jailed on November 18, He is
about to serve a long prison siretch.

L] L ] *

Noam Chomsky, together with others,
made the following staiement on this
issue:

‘We, the undersigned, note with pro-
found respect and hope, a growing
tendency throughout the world today:
The exercise of crnitical and independent
political judgement by citizens of many
nalion-states, and the determination of
personal and politiedd- commitmentls on
the basis of individual conscience. Al-
most invariably these eriticisms and com-
milmenls relate to the issues of the
critics own sociely. They are directed
in the first instance towards the power
establishment within which the dissenters
live and obviously they are first fell as
a threat {0 the welflare of their fellow
citizens. I{owever, this exercise of in-
dividual conscience and colleclive com-
mitment scems cssenlial if injustices are
lo be rectified and individual and com-
munal dignity are to be respected. It is
also cssential in encouraging reciprocal

responses clsewhere.

‘From this perspeclive we, the under-
signed, fully support the four Israeli
draft resisters in their joint public
demansiration of yesistance 1o the Jsmaeli
army, Their resistance is  motivated,
amongst olhers, by their opposition to
the policies pursued by the Zionist
establishment in general, and the policies
pursued in the occupied territories in
particular, eg. administrative detenlions,
confiscation of Arab-owncd land, demo-
lition of houscts, mass expulsions of the
Palestinian population, torture, under-
subsistence wages in Gaza, and the
denial of full and equal political and
civil rights to all.

“The draflt resisters slep is couragcous
and essential to radical and social chunge
and the achievement of full social justice
equally for both Israeli Jlewish and
Palestinian Arab peoples as wel! as the
Middle-East peoples in general.

'It is our sincere hope that cqually
amongst the Isracli Jews and the Pales-
tinian Ambs, and other Arab people ay
well, all those whose conscience and
political awarcncss prompts them lo
resist wrong and oppressive policies of
their respective govemments, will do so,
soon.'
Boston
16.8.71

Cromsky aAND OTHERS.

Letters of support can be sent to
Giyora Neuman, 219 Bnei-Efraim Strect,
Tel-Aviv, Israel. I you wish to help
in other ways you can contact Dr. M.
Machover, 8 Honilon Road. London,
N.W.6,

ANARGHISTS

Conlinwed [roms page §
THE STATE IS EVIL

Mcanwhile the anarchist
lution continues. Each year the
movemenl finds more adherents.
Revolution takes place not only on
the sirects but also in the mind,
although it may well be on the
streets where the actual revolulion
is decided. To become a conscious
anarchist is in itself a revolution
in thought and philosophy, it is a
philosophy that once grasped makes
nonscinse of any other polilical
thought. Anarchism is varied, each
anarchist is an individual and they
often differ on many aspects of the
philosophy, but all arc agrecd on
the important and basic issues, chicf
amongst them that the statc is cvil
and has lo be dismantled, As more
people become more individually
conscious, il is reasonable that more
people will join the movement. The
spread of its literature over recent
years has brought the movement 1o
more people. Recent cvents, such as
blocking motorways, have brought
more people into conflict with the
authoritics than at previous times.
It is truc that many of these peaple
arc not anarchists, but the actions
they have taken are the direct aclion
methods advocated by anarchists,
which in itself is a step forward,
Once people reject leaders, then
leaders will cease 10 exist. The de-
cline in figures at the polling booths
al receni cleclions seems to indicale
that morc peoplc have had more

rcyo-

than enough of politicians, a trend
which f it increases could have
serious connotations for any govern-
ment.

None¢ of us know what the future
anarchist society will be Jike, we
can only point 10 various aspects of
it that we would like to sce. There
has never been an actual anarchist
socicty (o use as a poinier, aparl
from arcas of Spain during the

Spanish Civil War where much was

achieved in a very short time. One
thing is certain. In an anarchist

sociely everyone will be anarchists.

Anarchists first and carpenters,
builders, ts, etc., second. It will
be a society where people do the
work they like best and arc best
fitted for. Work will be pleasure,
not a labour of toil for some un-

specified rcason other than to make

a mecagre living to continue what
onc is doing for another week, and
(o produce profit for some privileged
group. Work is the stull of life, but
work of a creativc nature, not
employment which is what passes
for work in our repressive society,
It will be a socicty in which every-
onc is useful to themsclves and
others. It will bc based on har-
mony. voluniary co-operation, peace.
happiness and freedom of the in-
dividual both politically and econ-
omically, social scicnces which will
cease Lo eXist,

GrorGr CAIRNCROSS.
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YIE O MTEIEAL WORKLRS o0 Baden
Wirtiembery which s the south-
west comner of West Germany went on

srike The employvers had  offered a
wape increase of 40 .57 0 which was
refused by the 1G Mcetall (the metal

workerd” union) av the costs of hving
went up about 7 an 1971 This sinbke
was anwered by oa lock-ont of wome
100,000 waorkers in factories not directly
concernad v the dnke According to
Geman law these workers are nol en-
ntled ta receinnve any wages or financial
support by the authonties, such as un-
cmployment compensation.  The irade
umion  was  friendly cnough only to
choose a limited number of factories for
the strike but not all of them. This gave
the emplovers the opportunity for the
lock-oul.

Another funny thing is the procedure
which is necessary to start an ‘official’
stnke  Fint of all the local wunion
representatives have 1o ask the workers
whether they agree 10 strike. If they
do. the local union must approach the
managing commitice, or whatever you
may call it. of the whole union-organis-
ation for their consent. Put simply, an
‘official’ strike is not the choice of the
workers but of the wunion officials,
Workers in  industrics not  direcily
afTected by the strike and by the lock-out
gave the only possible answer o the
union and to the employers: They staged
a sympathetic strike in favour of their
comrades and against the employery
lock-out withaut caring about the opinion
of the union officials.

The strike i< likely to spread over into
other industries and nto other party of
our ‘socisl constitutional state’. The
background of all these evenls is o see
them in connection with the failure of
our ‘social-democratic® govemment 1o
keep the prices down 1 remember our

News from Germany

distingunnhed  membsers ol the present
gorvernment pronnsg o reduction of the
taves during the last elevtion campaign
Well 1t e certamhy superfluous to men-
non that taves are gomng up and up anmd
up Nather the represeniatives of the in-
dustnn nor the ‘representabines’ of the
people have been capable of acting in
accordance with the needs of the people.
The only anwwer must ber Let's ke
things into our own hands | also re.
member a guy of the ‘young toriey say-
ing at Speakers' Comer in Hyd: Park
“The fhirst thing we would do f vou
would give us the power, is reduce
taxes.” Well, you know the result of the
promise. it is the same over here. We as
anarchists hknow the alternative. Let us
propagate this aliemative, let us forget
our narrow-minded disputes. 1 am living
in a working-class district and 1 there-
fore know that many workers arc dis-
illusioned. They do not trust the parties
any longer. Let us encourage them (o
take things inlo their own hands.

OCCUPATION FAILS

Perhaps you remember my article
some months ago aboul the Voigilinder
factory in Brunswick, where the workers
tricd to avoid the shutdown by taking
the management into their own hands,
Well, it failed. The ruling class certainly
could not allow such a thing 10 go on.
and other companies offered their nssisl-
ance lo the Voigtlander management.
Although they still have negotiations and
the whole business is not fixed yet, 1 am
sorry 10 say that another chance for
workers' control has been lost.

WILL NOT HELP US

Most members of the so-called Baader-
Meinholl group are still free in spite of
the eflorts made ™M our cops. Recenlly
a book writien by this group was 1«ued

hy a publisher In Berlin (and immediately
confiscated).  They wanl (o establish
some kind of guerilln warfare in West
Europe.  In my opinion violence used
against nol only the authorities but
also against the population will not help
us very much on pur way to anarchism
The other day it came to my knowledge
that they strictly refuse to be labelled
as anmarchists. Our papers still consider
them to belong 10 our movement  They
really cause a lot of harm 1o us in
Germany.,

SELF-STYLED ‘ANARCHISTS'

I accept all the various directions
within the anarchist movement. as there
arc individualists, mutualists, libertarian
communisls and others. What |1 cannot
accepl are those self-styled ‘anarchisty’,
who originate from the student move-
ment. Some of these people try to work
out a synihesis between Marx and
Bakunin.  Just a couple of days ago
somebody wanted to make me believe
that Che Guevara was an  anarchis
You can find those ‘comradey’ especially
amongst the pupils of grammar schools
Their mam activity s 1o quarrel with
other ‘left-wingerns' such a« Mnoists or
the SDAJ (youlh organitation of the
communist parly). When they have lelt
their schools and are entering a pro-
fession. to hell with the former ‘under-
ground’ activity. The ‘group-leader’ men-
tioned above actually explained (o me,
he would interfere with the mental be-
haviour of his group in order to form
a ‘strong and active group’. Anarchists
unite, yes, but under these circumsiances?

JUST SHHOUTING SLOGANS

As most of the demonstralions over
here are silly performances of pupils,
mainly sons of the upper classes and
withoul any knowledge of the nceds of

the working class, just shouting  the
slogans of Mao, Uncle Ho or the com
munist party. | abstained from the part
cipation in such demonstrations during
the past months It was but 1 or 4 weeks
ago when somebody persuaded me 1o
help these ‘comrades’ to prevent a mect
ing of the NPD (owr party)
Although we were highly  succesdful an
spite of the most embarrassing behasour
of the police, | afterwards realised my
hig mistake in participating  When some
of us tned 10 come o a discuwsion
with the wvistlors of the meeling (no
Nazis, only interested people), we were
given to understand by our ‘leadery' not
1o get in contact with these ‘collaburators
of the fascists’, a« they do not under-
stand us anyway These so-called col-
laborators were ordinary people, many
of them with a critical opinion about the
Nazis themselves. So we prevented some
200 people from seeing the fascist bully-
boys in action, but would it npot have
been better lo inform them of the reason
for our demonstration? Now they were
left with a cerlain feeling of frustration
and even hostility to us

NO COMMENT

fasciv

May I end with a short notice, which
recently appeared in one of our papers.
There is no further comment necessary:
“The Bavarinn minister of justice, Mr,
Held, regards the laci, that 9.8 of the
defendants in Bavaria are sentenced, as
a prool for the high quality of the
Bavarian public prosecution office. With
this quota Bavaria is second 1o Baden-
Wirttemberg with 91.77°.

LATEST NEWS

The workers not directly concemed
with the strike but working in factories.
which had to close because of the strike.
now receive unemployment compensa-
tion. This decision of our government
is under strong pressure by the employers.

A member of the so-called Baader-

Mcinhofl group has been shot in Berlin
by the palice.

J LousTtorTr.

The Immoral Re-Armers

RS. MARY WHITEHOUSE has, on
numbers of occasions, been accused
of being associaled with Buchmanism or,
to give the organisation its correct name,
the Oxford Group-—Moral Re-Armament.
As far as 1 know, she has never denied
it Who, then, arc the Buchmanites?
What is Moral Re-Armament?  And
what are their methods?

The movement was slarted by an
American Lutheran minister from Penn-
sylvania, Frank Buchman, who was born
in Pcnnsburg on June 4, 1878. In 1908,
he visited Keswick in the Lake District;
and whilst listening to a woman preacher
in a little chapel he, like so many others
of his kind, had a vision of Chnst
on the Cross—'An actual vision’, he said.
During 1921 and 1922, he spent two
terms al the Presbyterian theological col-
lege at Cambridge. Later, he went on
to Oxford. There, he discovered that
‘God hod a plan for every man and
nation, which he (God) can and will
communicate 10 anyone who listens,
providing he is willing 1o obey'. He
then started his Oxford Group., mainly
from the University. Buchmnn spent the
next 40 vears running MRA: and as
he lay dving on August 7, 1961, he
said: 'l want to see the world governed
by men who are governed by God'.
After his death, Peter Howard was ap-
pointed leader. : :

MRA has no officinl membership, but
it is officially registered as the Oxford
Group. It is an intemational movement
with centres throughout the world, Its
main European centre is at Caux, in
Switzerland, where it pwns Mountain
House and four other large and luxurious
hotels The main British centre is in
Berkeley Square, with more offices in
Hayx Mews, Mavfair, and the Weslt-
minsticr Theatre just off Buckingham
Palace Road. Despite its alleged 'poverty’
(MRA accounts may be inspected at
the Companies' Registration Office), it
does not belicve in running its affairs
from offices in, say, Whitechapel. It
is Mayfair and Westminster or nothing!
Say MRA: ‘God will provide. So far
this bhas always worked out.' It has
thousands of full-time workers. WNone
are paid. Most are well-dressed.  All
are well-fed. None smoke. At recep-
tions and cocktail parties, they usually
drink a fruit mixture ‘with a bite"
Although supposed advocates of ‘love’
(not to be confused with sex, of course!),
Moral Re-Armers are not pacifists, In-
deed, the movement is extremely proud
of the fact that MRA people have
won cvery decoration ‘from the VC
downwards' during the last World War.
They are, of course, militantly anii-
communist. '

INFLUENCE

MRA boasts of influencing statesmen
and pohticians  Many seem 10 agree
with their claims.

The former West German Ambassador
to London. Baron von Etzdorf, was
reported to have said in 1960: °‘The
maost significant development in Europe,
since World War I, is the new accord
and understanding between Germany and
France. For this the work of Moral
Re-Armament s largely responsible.’
Adenauer and Schuman, who have both
attended MRA gatherings, concurred.

Communist support in both Germany
and France is said 1o have declined
with the arnival of MRA workers in
these countrics.  Indeed, one French
Trade Union leader, Maunce Meraer,
secrelary-gencral of the Federation of
Texlile Workers (Force QOuvnidre) said:
‘Since the visit to Caux of delegations
from RO textile cnterprises. a climate of
confidence was created,” which led 1o
the agreement of June 9. 1953, “These
results,” he continued. “were obtained
without a ¢ry of hatred, or a single
drop of blood spilt, or an hour of
work lost. That is the revolution of
Moral Re-Armament which calls workers
and cmployers alike.”

MRA is particularly interested in
getting workers and cmployers together
‘in a spirt of brotherly love'. DBesides
stalesmen and politicians, MRA works
with considerable persistence on Trade
Unionists, and particularly on those
Trade Unionists who hold key positions
in their Unions, have influence among
the rank-and-file themselves and, most
important, may succumb 1o MRA propa-
ganda. Their methods arc somewhat
similar 1o those of the Communisls,
many of whom in numbers of countries
they have converied. Persistence is, how-
ever, the key to MRA success. It does
nol, however, always work. | write from
personal experience.

MRA TACTICS

I was, for a number of years, an
active and fairly well-known member
of the Union of Post Oflice Workers.
] was a branch-committec member of one
of the larger branches aof the Union,
a delegate to the Londen District Council,
u regular contributor to The Post, the offi-
cial fortnightly jourmal of the UPW, and
a contributor 10 other Post Office workers’
journals in many parts of the world
Before joining the Post Office, | had been
a Shop Steward, and had been involved
in industrial action. [ wns also known
to be openly hostile to the Communist
Party. | was an obvious ‘targel’ for
MRA.

One day in 1963, 1 received through

the post a copy of a paper called the
Waterfront and Indusirial Pioneer, to-
gether with a letter from a Mr. Frank
Abbott, who was responsible for circu-
lation. Mr. Abbott wrole:—

‘You may be interested in the enclosed
paper as a source of information and
opinion. It has now heen for 1wo years
and has a solid pad circulation reaching
workers and labour leaders in docks,
mines and factonies. Our policy is to
present the facts on the industrial and
Trade Union situation, and where pos-
sible 1o point the way to solutions. We
have correspondents with inside know-
ledge in the principal industrial centres.’

Mr. Abbott did not say what the
paper’s policy was: nor did the paper.
1 took out a subscriplion, and shortly
afterwards Mr. Abbotl wrole again, in-
forming me that the editor of the Warer-
front and Industrial Pioneer, had given
him my namec and address, stating that
he was ‘glad to se¢ that Ron Smith
is taking a hand in the alfairs of BOAC',
asking me 1o contribute an article for
the paper on the dispute in which 1
was involved with the Post Office, and
hoping we could meet some time. A
few days later, he called a1 my house,
but I was out. He then wrole again
saying: ‘Sorry to have missed Yyou.
The Pioncer ceditorial board hoped to
have had an article from you on the
Post Office situation. Would it be pos-
sible to see you on Saturday morning
about 1l am.?" 1 wrote to him, giving
him as polite a ‘brush-ofl’ as | could,
telling him that | could not give him
any ‘tnside’ information on the dispute.

Hc wrole again, saying that ‘Any in-
formation you care to give us will be
honoured and your namc will be kept
out of it". I decided to ignore any further
correspondence from Mr. Abboit or the
Waterfront and Industrial Pioncer. |
decided to investigate the paper. How-
ever, o few days later, Mr. Abbolt and
a miend of his called ngain at my house,
but 1 was out on Union business. He
wrolc asking for an article. ‘Weo would
like 1o write an article for thc next
edition and promise not to implicate
you mn any way." But by thal time,
Ethel Chipchase of the Organisation
Department of the TUC, whom 1 Kknew,
had been doing some investigating. She
lold mec that, according lo the TUC
Press Depariment, the editor of 1he
Pioncer, a Mr. Hancock, did nol repre-
senl any orgonisation, but thal the paper
‘does appear to have a definite Moral
Re-Armament bias’,

Mr. Abbott tried once again. He
wrole one more * Jetter, in which he
—nl last!—came out into the open.
He wrole: ‘Severnl hundred Trade
Unionists [rom all parts of the country
arc attending a MRA Easter Conlerence
at Caxten Hall and the Westminsier
Theatre. Hope you may tnke the op-
portunily of seeing The Diplomats (a
MRA play—PEN). Apart from the

entertainment value of these plays, they
Jo present ideas from which both in-
dustry and Government can benefit.’
Soon after that, I attacked one of
the MRA plays (about William Wilber-
force) at the Westminster Theatre, in

‘my fortnightly column in The Post. One

Moral Re-Armer  sent an  indignant
letter to the editor  And that was the
last | heard from Moral Re-Armament!
So, dear readers. if any of Mrs. White-
house’s MRA friends attempt any of their
highly immoral. dishonest, persisient
pressurising, you know what to do. You
can cither ignore them—or tell them to
‘gel stufTed’!
Petrrk E NEWELL.

Yugoslavia

Continped from page 2

control in a multi-national federation.
For this anti-Stalin position, Tito and
the Yugoslav people endured much, but
with the death of Stalin and the decline
of the old Stalinism, there was insufficient
patriclic cement 10 keep the federation
together. Memories of the partisans
were fading and the great part played
by Tio in frecing the country from the
Germans and the Russians was in danger
of being forgotten.

@ L @

According to Review — Yugoslay
monthly magazine—Burton said, ‘I have
played various historic figures: Henry VIII,
Becket, Mark Anthony. . . . But this ix
something different: President Tito is
not only a legendary resistance leader
of the Second World War, but also one
of the greatest stalesmen of our times.'
Burtion said, according o Review, that
he had known President Tuo [or a long
time. Hce cexphlained. 'Ever since those
sombre war days when Tito became
a symhol of liberty and when his name
win whispered with awe and admiration
i my country and throughoul the whale
of Burope.” . . . And later, ‘I'm quite
overwhelmed by the tremendous sespon-
sibility involved in bringing so great
a man, hero and statesman to life on
screen, and presenting him to cinema-
goers throughout the world. This cannot
be achicved by external effects, only
by profound feeling.'

This breathless news comes al the
cnd of o weck when President Tito has
clamped down on Cronlian students and
politicians, who have been protesting
about Yugoslavian centralist tendencics
and exploilation of Croatia’s resources.
Several leading Croatian paliticians have
been purged. so far there is no talk
of trials but scveral studemts have been
nrrested afller demonsirations in Zagreb

Croatin claims that it is responsible
for 28, of Yugoslavia's export carnings,
72%, of tourist revenue and 34Y, of
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Julla Darling. Please phone Chelmsford
71354, Fabian Tompsett.

N. and F. London ORA mects regularly
(weekly). Please contact via 68
Chinglord Road. Walthamstow, E.17.

Proposed Group: Celia & Laurens Otter,
13 Albert Road, Wellington Telford.

Revolotionary Workers Forum meets at
170a Depiford High Street. SES,
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Aparchist and Nihilist Group is being
formed in Derby and anyone in-
terested should contact: Gavin P.
Lawrence. 63 Uttoxeter New Road,
Derby. DE3 INP

Any Spare Fumiture? Falls Road family
squatting in Burrell House, London,
E.. now have ¢leciric stove and some
bedding but still need items of fumi-
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Lausanne and biannual bulletin
(annual subscription £1). First CIRA
publication in English: Michael
Bakunin's ‘The Paris Commune and
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£] for 10 copies). British representa-
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berland Road, "North™ Hammow,

Middlesex, HA2 7RG
01-866 9777).

Help! Stoke Newington 6 Fund. Com-
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Proposed Group: Celia & Laurens Otler,
13 Albert Road. Wellington Telford,
Meet first and third Tuesday of the
month, at other times phone Welling-
ton S4728.

Proposed Group—Exeter Area. John and
3ill Dniver, 21 Dukes Orchard, Brad-
ninch, Exeter. EXS 4RA,

Amyons [sterssted in forming 2 Com-
bridge Anarchist Group contact Johm
Jenkins. 75 York Street. Cambridge.
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the moncy sent home by emigre workers
(a greal source of income for this 'com.
munist’ country). But Croatia claims
that st does not get the benefit of this
income from the ceniral banks in
Belgrade.

The usual accusations have been made
by Tito and others that this movement
is  right-wing and ‘chauvinist. But
Jonathan Stcele of the Guardian says,
‘The reality s more complex, an inter-
weaving of class and national disputes,
Although thc old Right-wing Ustashi
movement has joined in the recent up-
surge of Croatian seclf-cxpression, it has
equally strong, and probably stronger
Left-wing credentinls. The recent student
strike, in which it is now admitted that
at least two lactories joined, was led by
Drazen Budisa, undoubtedly a product
of Yugoslavin's “new left” who is now
under arrest.’

With this autack on Tito (rom further
left and the disenchantment of Croatia
with the federation, makes the presence
of Richard Burton necessary to remind
the peoples of Yugoslavin of the past
glonies of Tite.

Maybe under the circumsiances, Eliza.
beth Taylor could be written into the
script a3 a Croatian parlisan complete
wilh jewellery.

JACK ROBINSON,
Printed by Caprems Prinlens. London, E1



