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PLAY ANY GOOD word games
over Christmas? If you're still

in the mood and fancy a little
alliteration. try and tum on with
‘“Madrid . . . Moscow . . . Magna-
mnimity . . .. That should blow your
mind.

You could go on with *. . . murder
. . . minorities . . . machinations . .
ministers . . . military tribunals . . .
torture . . . totalitarianism . . ..
. The Spanish Fascists and the
Russian Communists have played a
reat old Christmas game with the
ives of a handful of their own
minorities: Basques in Spain and
Jews in Russia. Both have demon-
strated their power over their people;
both have dcmonstrated that the
arc really good guys dealing wit
very difficult sitoations in as humane
and just a way as possible; both

.—have demonstrated that they-arc

prepared to listen to the voicé of
the world appealing for clemency
and Christian, forgiveness of their

cnemies; both have demonstrated (o

the world the weird interpretation
of legal procedure that is possible
under totalitarian regimes; both
have demonstrated the utter cyni-
cism and hypocrisy with which the
State uses human Jives as pawns in
its games, :

The military tribunal in Burgos,
~at—which six Basque nationalists
were found guilty of offences against
the State, was a travesty of justice,

GRIM GAMES OR
RIDICULOUS REALITY?

by torture; cqually no doubt but
that the whole trial was put on as a
showpicce in the face of growing and
cver more open opposition to the
Franco rcgime up and down the
peninsula. As Franco shakes his
way to his grave—only too slowly—
the jockeying for gositions of power
in the succession have brought into
the open criticisms and differences
of opinion among the supporiers of
the regime: the Falange, the Army,
the Royalists, the Church, the Bour-
geoisic, which scriously undermine
the prospects for a smooth transition
from Franco's dictatorship to . . .
well, what?

From the old dictator’s point of
view all this may be more scrious
than the rumblings from below:
from the known and traditional
opposition of the Left, e¢xisting
underground for thirty vears. Hc

disturbing. Like all psychopaths,
Franco has his perverted justifica-
tions for his fearful cfimes and they
include the establishment of a United
Spanish Nation, secure and cver-
lasting in its cruel Catholic morality,
stern patermalism and firm belief in
its own bigoted rightness in bashing
the brains out of any thought-
criminals who dare 2lk about frec-
dom or rights of nssociation or any
subversive stull like that,

Something therefore had 10 be
done 10 rally support for the regime
—to close the ranks of the righteous.
The Burgos trial was perfect for this
purpose.

After all, a police chief was shot;
Basque separatists have resorted (o
lerrorist actions—and what govern-
ment, of the right. left or centre.
could put up with that? (Incidentally
the attitudes struck “by our own

howls for the rcturn of flogging, the
rope, 99-year sentences, thumb-
screws—God knows what?  After
all, if Cambridge students get four
years Borstal just for breaking
windows . . . )

NO EMBARRASSMENT

So Franco has been able to use
this incident for his own political
purposes very nicely thank you.
Almost cxactly Jike Mao Tse Tung
organising the Red Guard in the
‘cultural revolution® with massive
demonstrations of support on the
streets—so Franco pulled out his
own Rcntacrowd to give him the
‘massive support’ which cnabled him
to be magnanimous after the death
sentences had been laid on the six
Basques.

So hc has been able to prove his
own power and the support enjoyed

Russia, and an estimated half-
million of them at least would like
to get out and go either w Isracl or
to the West. This clearly cannot be
allowed any more than the Basgues
can have their independence—or
the Nagas or the Welsh or the
Ukrainians or the Biafrans could,
for that matter.

Not only would a mass exodus be
a great propaganda defeat for the
Communists, but any strengthening
of Israel would not be in line with
the pro-Arab policy of the Soviet
Union in the Middle East

The Communists for political
reasons arc anti-Zionist and it is of
course very casy for this to spill over
into anti-semitissn in practice, al-
though it would be false to say that
this is what it is in terms of official
policy—cxcept that amy minority- is
fair game for a totalitarian recgime

- . although no doubt quitc proper in  has known how to deal with that. bourgeoisic have bogén amusing by his own faction in the Right: he 1o play divide and rule with.
.. " ‘accord with Spanish law. The prisons. the firing squads, the With crics for loranorder on the in-  hits subdued the Left by the torture  * In the event, Mr. Kosygin was able
o CRACKS TN - THE SR CADE e e A o T vk gtoup - of, Welsh-trial-was-handled by the - military s General Francoofhd Just-about as 7=
" “Thers is 1io ‘doubt whatsosver bt “beginto squabble among themselves Nationalists machine - guittied. - an (during the trial. incidentally,. the.six .much _imbted® -with~ the Christian ™= . .=~
that the ‘confessions’ on which the for the pickings to be got from the -English policc commissioner in Car- accused were for a time sitting hand- - “Spirit.” Having hada_usual Moscow-_ 2. -

prosecution won its case were gained

old man’s carcase — this is most

diffi? Wouldn't there have been

Growing Opposition o the Bill

NARCHISTS HAVE 2a natural

healthy scepticism when it comes o
belicving what politictans have to say.
In common with all who wield power
and authority, the latter have a habit
of using doublethink. Their success de-
pends on saying onectthing and meaning
another—usually the exact opposite. If
- they revealed their (ruc intentions they
would never succeed in carrying them
ouL. = -

Mr. Carr, Secrclary of State for Em-
ployment, aptly illustrated the double-
think technigque when he recently moved
the second reading of the Government'’s
Industrial Relations Bill. He said: ‘The
years ahecad will show that this Bill
will increasc the strength of the trade
unions, the size of the trade unions and
their degree of freedom and independence
from State coatrol and State intcrference.”

What Mr, Carr docs not mention is
the contradiction here of introducing
the law or “State intocference” to bring
about ‘independence’. An-imdependent
trade union movement cannot be legis-
lated for and it will certainly not be
obtained from the Tories. But the Bill
could ‘increase the strength of tho trade
unions’, not as more cffective organisa-
tions of struggle against the employers,
but as disciplinarians against militant
members. The whole tone of the Bill
is aimed in this direction—to {solate, 1o
split, to divide and rule

The Torics, like the previous Govern-
ment, want to rule and govern. They
sec that the strength of the trade union
movement lics not at Congress House
nor with its union executives, but with
the workers organised at their places of
work. The Bill is designed to curb
that strength. When has a Goyernment
Jegislated for freedom? When have the
Tories ever given freedom to the working
‘class? The freedoms won in the past
were fought for and not just given.

Thoy had to be taken from the Sute

and the employers wha have . jealously

- sy

guirdsd their rule and privilége and

sl
{

have only conceded demands in order
to preserve their position.

The Tories now fecel that this is an
opporiune mement for legislation. [ndecd
the very nature of continual production
processes demand such a Bill in order
to prevent the costly unofficial strike.
The trade unions are far from being
organisations which could effect a radical
change in socicty. Howcever, their regis-
tration, with a Registrar imspecting and
probably requiring unions (o alter or
adjust their rules, will deay the con-
tinuance of any indcpendence that still
eXists.

The Bill provides for a National
Industrial Relations Court which will
have High Court powers and be able
to impose legally binding decisions,
Little justice can be expected from such
courts which will reflect the interests of
the employers and not those of the
workers.

DEFY THE LAW

As anorchists, we have a healthy dis-
“respect for the law. The same attitude was
to be founsd amongst those who combined
together 16 form the first unions. The
history of the movement has shown that
workers are not bound by laws and
they will find the strength to defy the
law once again,

Opposition to the Bill is growing. On
New Year's Day car workers in the
Midlands staged a stoppage and demon-
siraled in the strests of Birmingham.
The TUC’s call for Jupch-lime meetings
on January 12 Wwill cértalnly end wilh
stoppages, Wwhile, in Loodon, they will
end with workers marching 1o the Albert
Hall for tht evening ‘demonsiration’
organised by the TUC. Some will make
& day of L

VERBAL OPPOSITION
The TUC ha’r only shown verbal
opposition to thé Tories’ Bill. They have

no stomach for a fight with the Govern-
ment, Tor their ‘opposition is tempered

-
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by the knowledge thut they really would
like to perform the role that the Bill
will allocate to the Courts. Discipline
of the rank and filc members and the
sack for the militants is the aim of
both the TUC and the Government.

Some trade union leaders have crili-
cised the TUC for its, ‘fcather duster’
approach., But while we may lavgh
at this pun by Mr. Dan MacGarvey,
we must remember that this same gentle-
man sat with Lord Cameron and the
secrelary of an employers’ organisation
and condemned the action of building
workers whe were on sirike in London
In fact some of the recommendations
made by these men, such as inspeclion
of union rules, are incorporated in Lhe
Tories’ Bill. Onc should be wary of
support by Mr. MacGarvey as well
as of the Labour Party's ‘constructive
alternative’ that they are now proposing
1o work out with the TUC for when
they retum to power,

The Tories, the Labour Parly and
the TUC see the perpetuation of the
present system as being of prime im-
poriance, Our struggle for higher wages
and beiter working conditions has pot
altered the relationship of boss and
worker in industry, Basically the power
structure has not changed and a minonity
who own the wealth and control the
means of production still wield power
over our lives, We are governed poli-
tically and cconomically and neither the
TUC nor the political” parties will try to
change that basic fact. Only workers
as individuals can change this by joining
together to make a rcvolutionary al-

lernative to the presenl system.

The opposition to the Bill could grow
and radicalise to form demands that the
system could not mest. This is the only
alternative. We should work towards
thb abolitlon of a system of the governed
and tHe governors and rid ourselves of
leaders who think that they. know what
is best for us. 3

yi

P.T.

cuffed and with carplugs in their
cars! To stop them talking in the
Basque Janguage!) And. above all,
he has saved the regime from inter-
national odium by commutify the
decath sentences (and three of" the
accused were sentenced to death on
two counts') to a mere thirty years’
imprisonment apiece. Thus the de-
mocratic West can breathe again. No
embarrassing decision has to be
madc about Fascist Spain’s place
among the democracies. NATO, the
Common Market . . . come back,
Hispania, all is forgiven.

'MINORITY POLITICS

Mecanwhile, back in the USSR,
similar political shenarigans were
being woven around the fate of
iwo Jews found guilly and con-
demined to death for hi-jacking a
planc which they bhad not cven
boarded when they were not cven
armed. But the Court was convinced
of their intention o hi-jack a plane,

since, among other things, other Jews
had donc so on other occasions!
in

Therc arc three million Jews

the Vatican—whence the Pope

type trial, and found the defendants -
guilty as arranged, with the right two
sentenced to dcath, although no
plane had been hi-jacked and no one
had been shot. the big gencrous
gesture was then possible—commu-
tation of the dcath scntence to a
mere 15 years in Siberia! Such are
the standards of behaviour of all the
other governments of the world that
a great sich of rclief went up. From
had
issued pleas for clemency to both
Spanish and Russian authoritics—
camc this gem:

The ’.tican newspaper, L'Osservatore
Romano, said last might that the acts of
clemency by the Spanish and Sovict
authorities in the last bours of 1970
had illuminated the start of the New
Year with a human light. ‘At least for
one day a common hope of clemency

has triumphed.”
—~Guardian, 1.1.71.

THE REAL QUESTIONS

And so it gocs. Nobody questions
the rights of lifc and death of the
Spanish and Russian Governments,

Continued on page 2

THE WRITING

AGMN IN RECENT WEEKS, the
workers in Eastern Europe have
openly expressed their_opposition to the
tyranny and economic exploitation of the
Communist Party dictators. The result
has been the uprising in Poland and the
iron-fisted reaction of the Polish dictators
which has resulted in the slaughter of
hundreds of workers, including women
and children,

Like any capitalist govemment in the
West, the Polish Government has tried
to solve ils economic problems by lower-
ing the living standards of the workers.
The riots in the Baltic ports werc appar-
ently sparked off by increases in food
prices, but there is little doubt that the
opposition bas gone beyond economic
demands and the authority of the Com-
munist Party has been challenged. There
have been numerous strikes and demon-

ful one.

ON THE WALL

strations, and slogans with the message
‘Down with the red bourgeoisic’ have
appeared on walls in the capital. The
naturo of the demonstrations was made
clear by the report of a Swedish news-
papcr reporter: ‘What happened in
Gdansk was a revolution—and a success-
The local Communist Parly
leadership hung a white flag from a
window of the top floor and left the
building with their hands up. The build-
ing was s¢t on fire and Party officials
were seized by about 3,000 shipyard
workers who had marched in from the
harbaur.”

The uprising has resulted in the re-
placement of Gomulka by Gierek b
one reslizes that everything changes
gny tl;;l same when onc remembers that

omu came to power on a similac

Cusslsiomed
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Fernand Leger : The Banner of the Proletariat

Cateh - Yemand ©epar the B ol the

SMER THE YEARS the Tare Gl

has riphtly Iween the tatywt L i h
critrcrsm manly Bevanse vl thea cwn pre
tentious folhies Frery o vtubition s otlerad
at an Adoration ta Gienwin poasng only
to change the name of the artint within
the catalogue., so who can hlame the
E}'rlic or the honest man of he cnls the
lip or weeps hot wet tears among the
fcacups and the pitlish student Chalter

ROUND THE GALLERIES

within tho basement restaurant over the
rapo of truth Once again the Directorns
of the Tate Gallery have closed both
cyos and fired ofl both barrels Townwise
and I, the most humane and gentie ol
critics, will grant them one hit and one
ghaostly miss,

Leger and Purist Paris v 2 magnifl
cently mounied cxhibition and it v a
genuine pleasure 1o walk among these
well-hung paintings on their temparary
whito walls with n low ceiling that givea
a contemporary inlimacy lo the work
It is a well-mounted cthibition and a
good and informative catalogue and
Leger's 70 or so paintings can anhll excite

wn Thes il v hion they wen
fresh Trom boaen Drrnsh t.:'t‘ clvm
Levir v the attist b thiry have
attempted  and  probably wicgecilled an
tesutrceting 1 epe leader ol 8
mmemeonl tlehibemiely worked 1o
clean the canvases of the romantic b
hish of the age. to sweep oway the
artistic debnis of the Dadast mosement
and 1o oller a clean cul realintig nlterna-
tine to the erotic hterary miystacal Torry-
tale world of the surrealint mosement for,
daim the arpanisers of the exhibition,
‘the Purists of the title can thos be anler-
preted to refer 1o a apecitic mosement in
French art at a speaitic histoncal moment
in tme, amd bl maore broadly 1o an
attistic chimate that placed it Taith tn
formal. pure. ohjective salued’ 1 chome
to Jouht this for I waonld hold that
minor artisty can be fortonale enough e
find an easy siyle for their limited
talents nndd within that small arca they
Nower The workmg-masses of Panisy owe
lLeger a deht for they were his aubjecy
matier and he lluminated the world of
the proletanat  within  n mechanised
wocicty and showed the working mass m
free individuals within the ron cages of
the ape
A man

the spses Laten
Py b

nty o
w iy

of peasant bachground who

P bt o the Doapsr Wil L v roud
b weditier. Veper I aeplit o By Wiillh
wopeniine andescanding el vy onpathiy
for the Patls worbiog «Liss  SSatlon e

Comtnpnparitan inlelled
pneleen taenlies
with his

excitement of the
fual society of the Pare
Leper chose av hiny
felow.-men the Vrendh workiny class and
for that his prt and by sulyects won lum
a place within the contost of our upe
and by vittue of that b wenk wall neser
he 1ot While the friends and tssocinfes
o Leger tummed to the calis and the
poliical ¢lubs for their subject maller,
Leper tuined 1o the factory and the fac
lory worhers ‘The Vidtoran puinters
idealised work and the worbets ul i sule
remove and they portrnned the worker
as 1 sweatless Greclan slive, happy and
doctle i his eflortless b Tor this
was painting by the nuddie-class Tor the
middle (lass nnd this is what they wished
to believe ond thie is what they houghy,
but Leger wns Lao invalved with his ngpe
for this delibernte deception and  his
limitedd talenin found a full and happy
outlet in the mechanical, managerind
world of cone. cylinder. strmght hine and
circle

Nut 1he directnrs of the exhibimion huve
served leger N when they atiempl (o

conltacl

ot
anil i 11

l‘inll biviny T 11T

(O ARR A A AR T I

pryany ot i CLRERUETY 1L I Y (resoe

withi a rahibsle o
muanor padnters doeslling thear sown iy
with Lines anid circles, vircles and lines
Feper was e ponst Tor b way 0 i
W lia the  boglt proanive 1t
codonies straght out of the tube and he
hatl hitle tine for the miangac Knfhas
wirtledd of Maondrian whir was the salilary
anel master pornd of that ape, for the
wltimate o urt is the thrawn circle on #
white badh ground nod the ultioate re
jection of somantic net v deawn unyle
stealght line on o white backgroand und,
like wincide, 11 v a magmilicent gesture
that can vnly bo performed vnce

feper was Tortunate in his age and his
attishic usunciates for the ape gave him a
subject and his assnciales gavo authority
to s method of painting What v in
deed nnfurtunate, not for us hul for Leger
in thiat the directors of the exhibition
have chosen 1o hang Pablo Picasan’s
Femme Anvite willin the hearnt of the
Leger oxhihition and icaswn’s monu-
mental fol broad dominales this Leyer
erhibition and by the very nature of th
magnillcent patnbing everything elwe with-
in the exhibiion »w reduced 10 the
second and third rate  Mienssa’s wonder-

thieor ¢ ane Hllrnlnul |||r||

'lt\l 01

Fal pronting «f phamp placnl, wated
Acttian alotnates the votire exhihitum
wtitd 1l v s [restibing |u|.nf‘ ||..
tinitiel whep we lesve e

Iante Conllery
fear everything withan the crhuhition (and
the Fate'y heorvunes no mare 1thisn a dis
gy o wngprhicidd badlismee  Yet lor al)
that this v ame o thiy [ale (,.“‘fy'
finest howrs T b wn v of the Lo
erlihatinms hat ”u.'f I!J\r Hlnunlcd fnr
a burber ol yeany and we can pay hom.
ipe o leper fevp il ipite hoen barnitat lemy
he produced work as valid 1o hiy ape an
the dlluminationy of the medieval artld
monky for o 1 had 1o place Vernand
lLeper withun the hivtnary of Western art
I wonld not relate him o the cafl couno-
politan saciety of the Paniy twenties or
out own ntellectual thearising by plc
tures of Wyndham lewiv's acrid Vorll-
st groups bt 1o o rehipioun age
thaucind yeary agos when monks as crafis
men-painiers, working within the con-
fines of their cellv and their conformist
world, turned the framed cell into a
wingéd chariot 1o the plory of their age
and their fellow men Iabouring in the
fieldy  Thus painted Fermand [eger.

Antur Moyar

~ lLet There Be Light

HE DISFUTE STARTID i fuct in
Sepiember when negotinthions sarted

at tho annual review of pay and cond)-
tions. Last year, if you remember, the
shop stewards' commiliees unofMicially
demanded 1R, and the Unions accepted
10%, (Frorpowm, Vol 31, No. 3} The
shop stewards tried 10 organize an un-
officia) national strike starting on January
5 last ycar and failed. It was notable,
however, that i that dispute the main
Unions in the limelight were the T&G,
the M&QC and the AEU, this time it was
gthe ETU Jed by cx-communist. Frank

won an undertaking for more hocad bag-
gaining. Now, a yeur later, this hias not
materialized. und insiead the 171! o0k
the fore, nnd vocked i1t pood and praper
Why?

Firstly the work-lo-rule und go-slow
{(not a strike!) had more ctlect than they
expecled, mostly becausc the fint Iwo
clauses of the official instructions stated
‘1. No overtlme or trunsferred spures to
bo worked® and ‘2. No temporary up or
down gradiog will he accepted. For
years the industry has got by on over-
time for day muaintenance workers, bul
only in cortain regions to any extent
(hence the low national average for over-
lime) and on transferred spares for ahift
workenn—the great majority. What has
happened is that every man works spare
shiflts a few times per month, as part of
his rota, to make up a 40-hour week.
cven though his job is wken by someone
ciso at thot time. However these have
usually been translcrred, at short notice,
to another day (or night) ta fill a vacancy
dus 1o iliness or shorage of men (tum-
over is very high). This may of course
involve up or down grading. When this
was done much plant was Jeft under-
manned and the remaining men properly
shut it down

The militancy of the men and thus
their ¢fTectivencss shool the Unions. leat-

. JHaw-Haw's That It is now part of a

- I-hollunlm-mﬁl:

ing them unprepared when the propa
ganda and general lies santed  Thnt
publicity could eastly have been arranged
a1 short notice 11 evident, bul for somo
reason it was not  Instead the public re-
ccived only the most insidious propa-
ganda. not only lics from the news media
(calhing it a strike) but also of a buser
hind such as cartoons or quips from disc
jockeys. That humour and music have
been used before 1o lower the conscions
basriers in propaganda campaigns will bo
remembered by those who saw the Nazl
antisemitic postors or listened 10 ‘Lond

S

fi;ll'l-l rcpmd?ih'mnlc M relectlon more
importand

Also that ‘Herr Pardoe, Liberal MP
for N Comwall guoted the 1XTS ‘Can
spiracy and Protection of Propetty Act’
(sicy amended by the 1919 'Electricity,
Gas and Waler Act' entithng any mere
labounng man 10 six months wt blee
Magesty's cxpense with the pleasure, of
hard labour for striking, shows that he,
let alone the Torien (Red and IMuc
variclies), regards it n case for the new
antistrike il demonstrating hberalisim
1o be the mockery il s,

Anyway. because of the alienation of
the public, the propagands was soaked
up with the resultis we all know 11 s
my apinion that this alienation is due 1o
the siow but steady movement of power
stations to the countryside. Onee, when
athing the way in fown one was told
‘Down past the gas works and Tight ut
the clectric hight worka'. now ' “left ut
Tesco's, night at Samsbury’s and opposite

Fine I'are® “The clecinicity workers are
sCattered in remote and reactionary trul
communitics, wilh only the Nunonal

Front farmers for allies

It has also been argued that certan
peaple within the indusry tricd to aggea
vate power culs to essential supplies to
warsen the men's public wnage. This i
quite possibly true and the Ulions are
now apvestigating  Many hospitals were

All correspondence (o
Peicr Lo Mare, 8 Hannafore Road,
Raotton Poack, Blrmingbum 16

ANARCHIST

FEDERATION
of BRITAIN

AFPRBIB—To all tiroups.

Next AFBIB Mecting ond Productron,
Sunday, Fehruary 7. Please send a dele-
gals to DBirmingham. (Accommodation
provided if necessary.) Address all letters
{o;

Peter Le Mare, 5 Hannafore Road.
Roiton Park, Birmingham. 16. Tel
021454 687). Mnterinl that cnnol
wait for the bulietin to be sent to
R. Atkins, Vanbrugh Collego, Hes-
lington, York. The Costaci Colusss
In Freedom’ ls sieo mvnliable for
argeat (mformation,

Groups should send latost addrosscs

wiite direct to them ar 1o the ATFD
mformation oflice in Birmungham.

AFR RFEGCIDONAL GROUTS

There aie now anmzchisl groupm in almoal every
pars of the counlry To find your nearest group
wiile o :

Norik West Federatlomi Secectary, Les Smith,

47 Clarerce Streed, Pomrode, | ancarler,
Comwally A, Jacods, 1) Ledrah Noad, St Austel),

(M, Ma, I1)

Pssex & F. Hertas P Newsll, "Aegean’, Sqnin
l.ane, Fight Ash Gieem, Colkchaster. QM FL.
Barreyy O Wright, 47 f.'dhr Road, ¥

Ia

Yorkohiers Martin Wartkine, 1 12, 90 Qarendon
Head, [ceds, 182 YL
Srofland; Temporary Secretary, Nell  Munro,

ny Cormtpll Diive, Abtrdeen
Wakist c/o P. 1. Mars taddrem abava)
M. leelnad c/o Froadom Prms,
B. Srelpnd: 10 Cnllxl ane, Dublin, 2
University sad § { Groopar c/o P. L. Mua

{Abbresintioss M —mecting, Mi—mapasies,

cut ofl unnocessarily as the Uniens had
instructed the men 1o co operate in such
cases Il requewted.

The most unfortunate thing about the
dispute is the split between the stall and
men after the EPEA’s chimb-down It
has become traditional n recent years for
both ‘sides” 1o demand the same rives
through their separate ncgotiating chan-
nels and o the refusal o ke industrial
action at the Lt minute v notl taken
hindly. This climb.down was, however,
in a way undeistandable. Tho enginecrs
in the Area Doards were working up to

.20 hours l,.dar--m'ﬁ}g‘ gl arcas a hich amployer
atreel at”a Mce, cnahling lcﬁ*lﬁ'ﬂ“"ﬂhmg In h#;whﬂe%fﬁggtr‘% lot =

welective  (This cntals driving  round
town all day operating these swilches )
Il they had warked 1o rule more hospi-
tuls, ete. wonld have been cut ofl and
the death of more than the one termini)
patient blamed on the ‘sinike’

What happent now we do not know
Further industrial action s unlikely. the
men having been demaralized hy public
reaction. The vourt will not give us 28
and | suppose we shall wait yet again
Perhapn next lime we should ke a
lesson from the French clectricity workers
in %K. Stay ioude and give the blaody
stull away - AT it needs v o gquick all
out, brothery’ to the m¢ler readery and
Ml collecton!

Oor Max s 1
Fricoen Lroan

Wiakny
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In Reverse

Dear Comrades,

A way to (Husirate the flagrant injustice
of t(he legislation on trade unionism
would he to imagine the oulcry there
would be if the legnslation was to be
reversed

LETTER

If the TUC were to he due to appoint
a registrar of employers with whom all
firms must be registered and whom ull
such firms should be forced 1o sabisly that
their relanonships in indusiry were just

If. whenever n wago claim was pre-
sented and rofused, the TUC were em-
powered to decinre a cooling ol period

o cint

of hey shareholders on the ndymvabuling

Writing on the Wall

Coatinecd from puge |

wase ol popular  discontent Further:
mote, despite his ‘back-pedalling’  on
Gomulka's economic pahicics, Grereh s
certamnly no ‘liberul'  Ho v reinembered
for his hard-line nutitnde agaimst studenis’
demands fur greater freedom of cypres
st n 196X

icdivtahly, the bourgeolt press in
Britain was thoroughly confused by the
whole mendent. Jt ull made great propa-
ganda in favour of "our free wcicly’ hot
the press hacks weren’t perturbed by the
fact that the Molinh workers were protest-
g agarnst ceononne ‘reforms’ stomlar in
principle to thase beloved by ‘democratic’
politicians and journalintic hacke in the
West measures 1o enforce stricter Tabow

w Jisciphine and higher productivity,

Ihe workers s the ‘Communist
countries ure certaingly not ginimg  therr
hives in order to replace the blatant
tyranny of the Communist Parly by the
morc subtle—but equally  viciouy when
the system is challenged —form of oppies-
ston and evploitation which we find
the “Jemocratic’ West

The Polnh workers may have been
icmparunly defeated again st like tho
Russinn workers who were murdered hy
Feotsky and the other Commumst Party
butchers ot Kronstude in 1921, However,
the idea of u free Communivt socicly
cannot be destroyed by the actions of
lying muderers who 1ry to camoullage
their crimes ngainst humanity behand o
hideons nusk of ‘socialivm’.

Holderns of power, beware! The day
v coming when workers Past and Wear
will refuse 10 be fooled any longer by
yuur divisive hies of muce, nution and
ideology, and together we will sweep
your hind into the duatbin of history.
We wil) build a harmonious world basved
not on tho uneasy '‘peace’ of your nuclear
stockpiles, nnt the ‘order” of the jackboot
amd the machine-gun, not the ‘justice’ of
n system which denies workers the pra.
duct of their lnbours, not the ‘democracy’
which denies the individaal control of
his own life and environment, bhut the
voluntary co-operntion of lree gronps and
indfviduals.

The writing is on the wall!

TrrrY Pincvaes,

of going 1o strike— with Tull circulation
of accounts y

That any employer engaged in an
illegal refusal of wmch wage rise should
be fined,

That .

The troubls is that the TUC is o gut
less that of ot had such powers It would
still use them 1o the boswwes' benefil not
the workers'—which of couno 13 the
fallacy of the stale rond (o socialivm.

Fraternally,

[. Ornia

GRIM GAMES

Continusd from poge |
because if they do, then the nights
of lile and death of wny government

~will.come’\f

Noboly questions the right of the -
Ruossian and Spanish Governgnents
o contmue 10 dominate mmnornlics
held by force under their control 1t
is aceepted that the Basgues be die-
tated 1o from Madrid, and the Jews
throughout the Soviet Umion—and
the Ukrnians and other reluciani
Saviet aitizens— be Jictated 1o from
Moscow. Nobody questions this be.
cause then the rights of any govem.
ment will be questioned.

Nobody actually questions  the
rghts  of the Spanish or Sowviel
Governments 1o control the move.
ment of “their” aitizens, becasuse then
the whole question of the divine right
of governpients 1o give or withhokd
passports, visas, permission, will be
opened for discussion

Both Russia and Spain are wooing
the  Western  democracies  at  the
moment. For their own o reasons,
they are prepared (0 make genuflee-
tions an the direction of liberal de-
mocracy. but it had nothing to do
with clemency, magnanimaty, Christ-
mas or any other crap.

Well, yes, it was a kind of Chride.
mas game. A mixture of Monopoly,
Diplomacy. Postman’s Knock, Mur-
der, Poker with marked cards, crap
wilth loaded dice, chess with the
[:;m-m in the spotlight. and crib-

ape ‘Nheen two, ifteen four,
and two for his knob "

Bot do we all have w play thes
ganes!

JusTin,

SURSCRIFTIONS

We have now linished sending out
il the variows (ypes of renewsl
notice, with the exception of thase
subseriptions which expiced with the
Inst issue of ‘Freedom’ of 1970,

Ar these constitute the hulk of
our list, we'll not he sending separste
notlces, hut use this Instend to nsk
You o try 2 rencw as soon 8%
possible, if you huve not already
done w0,

1971 rales are published In this
Issue,

b to Dirmingham. Now inqulrer should

(Abbweoimtionsi M—mmeting, M1 —mepilas e
|
\ Prd



S JUST A TRICK of the calendar

and the New Year hasn't actually any
significance (the phenomena of rebirth
and recurrence takes place in Spning
really) bul editorial thoughts t(urn  at
this time 1o the problem “What s
FrerpoMm all about?” This vear, what
with our sister Anarchy taking on a
new look (and a new oditor) and Fleet
Street taking a new nose-dive, we are
impelled to take a new cool look at
FREEDOM.

We are helped in this by three letiers
from Leeds, York and Bath making
suggestions and criticism about FREEDOM;
we are cver loth (0 waste our precious
space on sclf-regarding activitics—even
praise of FREEDOM is excluded. We do
nol take the hvpocritical position that
we welcome constructive criticism, for
criticism is, by its nature, destructive,
but destruction i1s necessary before some-
thing can be constructed on the same
site. Thus destructive criticism s a
creative act.

The cditorial board of FRrREepOM is
an cxample of workers’ control. A
group of people gol together to do
2 job (viz. producing R newspaper);
from time to time people drop out,
from pressure of other work, from
inability 10 work with the original group,
for various reasons, On the other hand,
various people are asked to join the
group (some decline) because they are

___kaoown to have talents useful to the

paper. Some people are talented b
thought to be difficult ta work with,
some who arc acceplably uscful are
prevented by geography or other cire
cumstances from joining.

We do not claim, nor ever have
claimed 10 be the paper of the anarchist
movement. We have been defined as
‘a paper at the service of the anarchist
movement’, & fact to which the ‘Groups'
and ‘Contact’ columns bear witness even
if the rest of the paper somelimes fails,
in the eyes of some, to meet that
promise.

1970 saw changes in editorial per-
sannel and to match this there have been
changes in our content and i our
readership no doubt, since it ix true,
‘as one of our crilics mentioned, that
Ry strong personality of a paper’ would
.Lhelp. The fact that FRECDOM 18 _gdj

85 on'a veto basis would sgém”to negate”

. possibility of a single-pointed, single-
minded paper but we believe that even
without onc strong dominant peérsonality
on the editorial hoard (our Leeds corres-
pondent mentioncd the late Marie-Louise
Berneri as an example) we arc emerging
as a tecam and producing a paper with
personality.

We arc nol a mass-agitational paper.
True, we ngitnte, and would like to
appcal to the mass—but the world s
not like that. To gel a circulation
like the Sun we should have to be
like the Sun, and the samec goes for
the uncommitted high-circulation under-
ground (ond Metropolitan line!) publi-
cations such as faternotional Times, OZ
and Private Eye, which some would
have us emulate.

As (o mass-agitation we tricd 10 avoid
the cliché-mongering and politicking that

goes onoan other left-wing papers whieh
can command the selless sacnfice and
dedication of the nable idiots who sell
the well-known papers al [‘-“_-t"'_‘ Rales
and on street corners,  Anarchism s
dedicated to teaching people to live for
themsclves not, as mast left-wing move-
ments do, to impress upon people 'the
sordid necessity of living for others'—
(0 quote Oscar Wilde We are not
mugs or martyrs. There arc people
who enpoy editing newspapers.  wriling
for newspapers, despatching newspapers,
selling newspapers and. we want people
o enpy reading our newspaper,  We
need such people.  But, things being
what they are, such people are rare.

We do not aim at explicit propaganda
of the cliché-mongering kind but aim
at implicit propaganda which the in.
telligent reader will grasp. This is not,
in the clich® phrase, a c¢lass isswe. In-
telligent readers can be warkingelass and
some intellectuals are not intelligent. On
the other hand we do not wish to
start an anti-intellectual campaign, \What
usc will the new society be il there is
to be no art or philosophy? Surely
one of the aims of anarchism is to
make art and philosophy the concern
of all

We have bad suggestions for a horo-
scope column, we know other left-wing
papers devole columns to sports activities
but our space is limited and astrology.
football and cricket do not rank yet
among our priorilics. We have our
biases in favour of lterature, arl, pop
music, jazx and cinema, which find their
way into our columns. We occasionally
review theatre, television—if wo had
regular contributions on these subpects
we should have to ration them ouL
One of our correspondents gave us a
list of potential subjects as follows:
‘revolutionary cating. scx (that old thing),
music, cntertainment, community, pro-
testing, letter-writing, habitation. reading,
thieving, disruption, propaganda, dia-
logue, tcaching. holidays, raising children,
religion, enjoyment’. We do not say
we should be happy to consider articles
on anv or all of these subjects. We
recently rejected an article on how 1o
make blackberry wine and a severcly-
limited wuseful article on a speed trap

nsts.in_Southern England. . ‘The.

sombre, -fact-‘is " that [the more comtri-
butions we ¢an get, the more we must
repect

The same correspondent suggested
articles on the mainstream thinkers of
anarchy pointing oul their relevance,
contradictions and their relation 1o other
movements. Perhaps he hasn’t noliced
that this is what we're trying to do with
our supplements. Optimistically he says
that ‘they need not be very long’. Most
of our conuributors are only part-time
writers (gl the editors are) and ‘haven’t
gol time to wrile short articles’. If we
are to cxplorc contradictions and rela-
tions this is going to 1ake a long time
because, 1o be fair to our opponenis
—or cven (o our friends—we musl state
their case oo and nol just drag quotes
from out of contexl.

Further. he says we should have
a strip cartoon. Therc 1s some dissension

‘1o keep out pers
X's idcas on squatting as a reformist.

on the editonal board on ahis bat the
tarth s that we haven't seen the nght
cartoons ¢! Humour s the most
diflicult thing to pul over and opintons
on it difler—ecven on editorinl boards
and more so with readers!  As regards
humour in general, it is exiremely difli-
cult to be funny woek nfter week afier
week  Humour must be spontancous
or nothing

He makes a plea’ for us to follow
issues from week 1o week such as the
Fulham squat and the prosecutions.  As
regords Fulham we were [avournbly
placed (and binsed) because (wo of
the editorial board were deeply invalved,
Many stories we could have had we
have failed to gel, owing to lack of
correspondents  wniing 1o us — the
Brighton squat, the, recent <quafs in
East London—and we have also failed
to send reporters oul to get these stories,
We were recenfly  given defails of
academic trouble at Birmingham but our
correspondent was 10 heavily involved
that he could not give us a story, all
we could do was pick up details from
the national press and ‘hand-outs’. One
of the more vulgar editors has coined
the expression ‘a wank' for the type
of storv which retalls the well-known
facts of some governmental or judicial
outrage and then proceeds to get worked
up about the predictable dirty behaviowr
of government or judictary. It s onc
of the aims of FregfooM 1o avoid such
‘wanks'. Tor this we do neced on-the-
spol correspondents.  This il course faces
us with the question of cholce. and
authoritarian as W seems, it s the
function of editors to edit!

It is quite true, as other correspondents
have pointed out, that our somewhat
bizarre publishing schedule mitigates
against topicalily. Unlortunately this is
true but certainly we can give a fresh,
detached viewpoint on current events,
and if we keep it that way people will
find it worth while waiting to sce ‘what
FRELDOM says about it".

By and large since the advent of
AFBIB we have given up the function
of being an intermal bulletin for the
anarchists, We sirive to keep oul dis-
plays of PM being’ rude to AN (not
qmuite as our corrcspondent puls il we
bave changed the irdgats)~We also strive

sondl aitacks; lo question

movement is valid! but to allege that
X beats his wife it interesting but ir-
relevant to the ‘purpose of FRUCDOM.

It is true that there is somc difliculty
in involving new people in the group
us another correspondent says. Given
the conditions—ability, availability and
acceplance—it iz difficult to find people
who will turn up week after week and
work harmoniously, conlributing regu-
larly to the work of FRELDOM. One
cditor had an open house when the
paper went to press but alas! time
was consumed by mcrc idlers and gos.
sipers and the production was delnyed
and rushed, We do have an open
house on Thursdays and one, at least,
of the editors is present 1o discuss with
would-be contributors or even disgruntled
recaders. By a strange coincidence they

R R e S T T ————— e A e T

THIS YEAR IN

OTH PARLIAMENTS arc in recess,
but some of us feel we arc only in
the calm in the centre of the whirlwind
and worse must come beflore things gel
better. True, even over lhe Christmas
period there were robberies palore, a few
murders, chiefly privatc 1 think, and
plenty of explosions, but for Ireland we
were quict. A number ol people walked
from Dublin to Cork arriving in Cork on
Christmas Day as a protest against the
political prisoners held in such inhuman
circumstances in English gaols. Twenlty-
three hours a day in a cell the size of a
postage stamp, bad (ood and beatings-up.
if they arc 10 be believed.

In the 26 counties we are becoming
very aware that our Taoiscach (Prime
Minister) is a sick man menually and
necds treatment. He told newspapermen
about the ‘plot” w0 kidnap himsell or
other high-up officials and was genuinely
surprised that they did not believe him.
Kidnapplng would just not be possible in
Ireland where cveryone knows exacuy
what everyone else had for breaklast. We
arc 100 small a country, and where would
the kidnappers take a hi-jacked planc?
Lynch however sees plots and plotiers
behind every bush, and threatens intemn-
ment. He presides over the strangest
government that the Siate has ever seen.
He fired (o of bis Ministers and had
them arrested, he fired another for
reasont not yet clear, a fourth whom

IRELAND

shortly before he had called ‘a rock of
integrily’ resigned calling Lynch a traitor,
while a fifth Minisler was denounced by
colleagucs as n scoundrel of the worst
order and certainly this man’s evidence
in court strained cven the most credulous.
Following all this, why should nny story
peddled o Lynch by John Fleming of
the Branch or Peter Berry (who has since
resigned himsell in fear) be too ridiculous
1o be belicved?

The world has suflered before from
douty leaders from Nero on. Remember
the fantastic blunders Sir Anthony Eden's
ill-heslth led him to commit? Think of
Stalin, Beria and Hitler, All gone a bit
in the upper storey. Mr. Lynch should
be treated by a psychintrist and nol be
pcrmitted to open concentration camps
and have the Branch kidnap his political
opponents and presumably shoot them if
he gels more scared for his position.
Many of wus believe it ts those who
oppose lreland's colry into the EEC
whom he especially wants oul of the way.
Hec might do well 1o remember one in-
temmeni without trial and Ireland is out
of the EEC for ever, whatever Dr. Hillery
thinks. Greece lost ils association with
the EEC when il imprisoned without
trinl, Chichesler-Clatke would do well
to think about this if he intends lollowing
Lynch’s cxample as he threatened (o do,
and Brituin too would be oul on ils car.

The behaviour of Fianna Fail is so

reminiscent. of the National Socialist
Party in Germany in the late 1920 and
carly 1930s. Dr. Conor Cruise O'lrien
spoke in the Dail ngainst internment
without Lrinl, for which he was ordered
from the Chamber. lic hiad 1o pass by a
group of Fianna Fail Decputies. They
screamed, ‘Kick him. Kick him. Throw
him oul’., and two would have actually
gono as far as to strike him had they not
been mestrained by a wiser colleague.
Millions were intemed in Dachau ound
Belsen. Lynch scems 1o be trying hard 1o
follow Hitler's example.

It is almost certain that o very unholy
alliance has been drawn up between
Lynch, Heath and C-C which will drag
Irclund back into the Commonwealth and
federate under Westminster.

Mecanwhile while our Government in-
dulges in these high jinks, prices riso and
risc and rise. Paraflin goes up tomorrow,
postage on Decimal Day, and so on and
50 on. Houses stand empty all over lre-
land rolting away while the homeless are
evicted onto the sircels nnd exposed 1o
the bitter weather. Old nge pensioners
arc found dead of cold and malnutrition,
but let’s go into the BEC and kill two-
thirds of our dairy cattle to keep prices
up.

I cannot say Happy New Year. It would

be hollaw mockery, but I hope for just a
little sanity to prevail.

Hl

. arduous

New Writers and Readers Begin Here

can also help v despatch TR o

We do aim for ‘scoops’ and articles
in depth.  These could come from out-
side correspondents and they often do
One of the functions of the supplements
is to make room for longer articles
which nre written with gecater depth
than more regular contnibutors have the
time or knowledge for.

Another correspondent  asks if we
couldn’t get more articles by A, We
know that A is n pood writer and n
fricnd 1o Frirpos but she bhappens
to be a professional wriler and jourpalist.
We hesitate 1o ask A for contributions
since we know this is a ‘huswoman’s
holiday' as it were, and would probably
prevent her frem c¢arning meoney (or
her living) from such work. We have
occasionally reccived pieces out of the
bluc from A or the famous B and for
thcse we are grateful. In nny case
is much better for anarchism if A can
pul over anarchist ideas into papers
of mass-circulation. There are dangers
in people coming over (o anarchism
because they admire A, What happens
if A rencges on anarchism?

Another method of getling ‘hames’
has been adopted rarcly by FREEDOM but
sometimes by Anarchy and more often
by other papers of the progressive move-
ment, that is 10 ‘lift' or more dignificdly
‘syndicate’ articles of interest between
papers. This has its attractions but for
a very wide rcader it does make for
uniformity of newspapers in the same
way that syndicated malenal has its
cflect on the mass-circulation press. We
do not say that we reject this device
but it is a thing 10 use with care.

On the other hand we have, ar had,
a small band of translators whose
tsk is (0 go through the
foreign anarchist press (some scores of
papers) and select articles worthy of
translation. This is so arduous a (task,
finding worthy materinl that few can
be found to comsistently work al this
with the always attendant risk that the
editors will reject it after all. We have
never been able 10 find an anarchist
sympathiser volunteer of discrimination
and good translating powers ta translate
from the Japanese or Yiddish.

In 1his discursive reply o corre-

spofidenta~wo-hope-io -bave ceared-up- -
.Some 'points; we¢ have doubtless ob-

fuscated szome, but we hope we havo
inspired some new wrilers and possible
future editors.

We may in penultimate reply bricfly
dwell on the 1wo suggestions somelimes
mide—(a) Drop Freepom; (b) Drop
Anarchy. We do not propose 10 discuss
with those who helieve in i combination
of (a) and (b). In short we believe
that the more libertarian and anarchist
periodicals there are the hetter and
if both FreeooMm and Anarchy can
go on without absolute financial disaster
they should do so. Relative financial
disaster has nlways heen our lot bhut
then so it is with The Times, the Daly
Mail, the Daily Sketch and the Guardian
even with all their advertising!

Finally, it is thought by some that the
obvious plundering and anti-union pol-
cics of the Heath Government should
make a good opportunity for FREEDOM'S
propaganda. That may be so. but even
as far right as the Labour Partv there
is denuncintion of Heath's policies and
all we can affirm s Me-too-ism bul we
can also point out that Hecath is only
building on foundations haid by Labour
Governments or destroying that which
Labour had already damaged. At the
same time from all sides there are
repudiations of the “permissive society'
—whatever that was. The underground
press sinks further and further into the
escapism of  pop music, drups,  sey,
religtous cults, comminity and conven-
tional pohtics. We must k¢ep up the
struggle for freedom.

THE EDITORS
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BUC o LIN chummmng out st anothes
documentam on paveity There was the
Tanormama’™ of August I8 ¢nitwened in
FRioov twa monthy ape On Nosvember
L Thames 1V v Report™ Hand Times
Its prodocer. Tan Mamm  Jdid & Jdovue
mentary "Report’ in Apnld 1949 on Lthe
poor of St Anne's Nottingham  Some
people make a hiving out of tuming
poverty into a spavtacle. And  some
poople never feam  'm not talhing about
the poor, I'm talking about the TV pro-
ducer. This film markad no development
whatever Nrom has film a vear ago. Will
he remake the same hilm in a year’s time?

There are too many woolly pseudo-
progreaives around who honestly and
stupidly believe that any and even pro-
gramme on poverty 15 a Good Thing
I wonder how many of them belong to
the Free Communications Group?

Such films arc impnsoned by stalistic
preoccupations and  middle-clase docu-
mentary convenlioas. As technically fine
as a glossary-gloss article in the Sunday
Obvious, photos by Lord Snowdon I'm
all for technical cxpertive, i’y my business
as an assistant flim editor. ¥From that
myopic viewpoinl, the only cnticism |
could think of was that the film had a
bit of cigarcite ash spilt on it now and
then, Otherwise, a smart professional
product. But all This technique merged
with the contenl ta convey INERTIA
and PATHOS It was saturaled with

Seminar on Anarchism

HILE MELTINGS conlinue every
Wednesday at 8 pm. in Freedom
Press Hall the finnd planned cvent in the
New Year s for Japuary 20. This
seminar arnses directly out of the desire
of 20 visiting American studenls (Deni-
son University, Ohio) to acquaint them.
selves both with anarchist thought and
individuals, All are welcome, particularly
those with conlributions to make, In the
Intter connection we hope, on the same
night, 1o draw up a list of cvenls and
speahers for the forthcoming vyear. If
you have a subject on which you could
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A Pawn In their Game
The food riote in Toland attended by
brutal govermment repression and acousa-
tions that “anti-social c¢lements were at
the root of the trouble will surprise nao
observer of authoritaranism,
Students of Mixism in power—the
realisation of the ‘dictatorstip of the
proletariat'—could well sertinise the re-
actions in Russia and China. The Iauer
refers to the ‘revolutionany storm of the
Polish people” against ‘revisionist’ rulers.
Pcking newspapers wholcheartedly sup-
poricd the [Pales. denouncing  Soviel
‘colonial rule in cast Gurope’. The
Russians responded by denouncing the

Chinese for a ‘most unpardonable” intru- -

sion in the intemal alluirs of another
‘socialist’ country, and wenml on to \ay
that this Chinese opportunism wnas
blatantly making capital of the existence
of ‘forces hostile to the socialist order’,

The very ewusience of such hostile
forces — as previously  evidenced in
Cxechoslovakia and Hungary—within a
long-established avthorilarian regime i
for all freedom-lovens a hopeful sign for
the future even if we arc limiled now
toe mercly cxpressing selidarity with these
‘anti-social’ clements.

Revolt of the Slaves

The yiclding of voluntary obedicnee
to the avihoritics Is probahly the prin-
cipal continuiog rause of their survival,
When this conditico of serviiude s
scriously questioped by the mawnes the
exisiog order mmy be seriously chol-
lenged. The Americon Army recently did
= survey of its troops in Europe where 0
hipgh percentage of the men are Negroes.
The official report cxpressed great con-
cern at the ‘acuie frustration . . . volatike
anger” encouniered. The t(roops told the
investigators ihat their truc plage was
back home “where they could fight to
liberate and free (beir black sisters ond
brothers from (ke dirty, stinking, teeming
gheltoes, and from 2ll forms of mcial
bigoiry and oppression’.

Exit one militant

Terry Devey was a leading Communist
for fficen years. For six years he had
worked for Batchelor’s Foods—owned by
Unilever—where he had an cstablished
reputation as a militant and “‘trouble-
maker”. In October 1970 a sevean-week
stnike brought all production to a cease
and was causcd by the management dis-
missing him. Finally the sirike was
settled dbut Devey was notl reinstated.
Instead he was given £3,000 by the com-
pany. Hec then 3zurrendered his party
card—this bit of pragmatism was too
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wiilled camermwor k. the gentle artistiv

divsolves and fadevut-fadeins, the sweetly -
sud omvelappine complants of the poor

‘Hard Times quoted several inlenicws
("vox popd) from the claswie Jocumentan
of 1933, "Houving Problems” What these
catracty demonstrded sividly was not just
that housing problems have not ¢hanged
sinoe the ‘thirties They revealed that the
methods and attitudes of documentary
Glm maken haven't changed much cither
The TV audience has had o bellsful of
poverty, unemployment. yulnerability . 1l
ness, depression, pathos and apathy The
doren or so people intenviewed in the
film have had their fill of it oo, But
unlike most of us, most of them are stuch
in the mire Onlv one person in this film
spoke out of tum “We don’t want iy’
With those words, he gave the lie to the
whole spirit of “Hard Times  This film
induced pity, 11 begged [or pity 1t showed
degraded and demoralised people. Any
poor people who saw it could only be
further degraded and demoralised by v
It rotted the soul. So who was the pro-
gramme really for? lust lile 'Panorama’
of August IR this way nat for poor
people themeelves to use to better their
individual and  collectine  situations
Twise, the Olm showgd the scrawnled wall
meaage: "We teach al) hearts to Lreah —
and other photos on loan from Shelier

W howe bearts was the ciittead 1o
tovdht ' Who but our tendes
mddie classes s (e same ofd stor
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compassion  charily

Workimg-clasy  poserty  and  apathy
porverty and apathy alleviated by chanin

Oswar Wilde toge apart this charade
in The Soul ot Man Under Socialism
‘Charity degrades and demoralices It as
immornl 1o use private property in order
to alleviate the horrible evils that rewlt
from the system of privale property
We are often tald that the poor are
grateful for charity, The best among the
poor are never grateful  They are un-
grateful. discontented, disobedient and
rebellious. They are quite right lo be so
Charity they feel to be a ridiculously in-
adequate mode of partial restitution, or
a sentimental dole, usually nevompanicd
by some impertinent attempt on the pant
of the sentimentalist 1o tvrannise over
their privale lives.” Ts there a betier com-
ment on a typical ‘commilled” TV docu-
mentary film maker at work?

'Hard Timey’ srted a2 weman who
has £8 or so Socipl Security, but doesn’t
claim Supplementary Benefits “because
she doesn’t like to’, Yes, we know there
are millions like her But should her ani-
tude be condoned? No, it should not
It should be attacked. Not by dirgctor
or commentalor—that would be to abuse
the role of the media. Betier for the film
1o show her in discussion with a poor
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much even for the CP

When one examines the record of the
Communi<t Party. howeser, this sont of
opportunism  does a0l seem  out of
eharacter [1 15 exactly men like Devey
who have flounshed in the Soviet Union
—aot o speak of the satellite states
where even more obsequious carmion
dominate in the establishment Even in
Britkin communist officials are not

-marked by a'trust of the people—in my.

expenicnce they have a Tarpe measure of
contempt (or ordman worken but claim
that given power they can bring about &
change in their economie ot Devey has
not waited for communism to  atlain
power in Hritain—he has made his peace
with the present establishment.

Qur Peiime Minister

‘One of the aliroctions of politics 1y
1o enuble one's vpponent to do some
of the diety work and shen 1o be ablc
o come alnny and take odvantagce of
what they have done’ —At the National
Press Club, Washington, D.C,

Influencing govermimcent

In the last 1ssuc of FrRUI DA | suggested
that Dr. Donald Schon's series of lectures
on BBC should be of considerable in-
terest to anarchists because of has analysis
of the deficiencices in authoritarian struc-
tures and his postulation of alernative
socictiey NOW prosent in our socicty In
the siath and final lecture Dr. Schon
makes two further impartanl points that
should be of viial interest 10 anarchists

Firstly. he points oul thal once a govemn-
ment s an power it frequently failed to
adjust 1o chapges 1n society and in that
respect at least there was no dillerence
between one govemment and another
In its propaganda clforts the gosermment’s
message was always represented as Ctrue’
—irrespective of what the facts were Dr
Schon compared this type of acuivity (o
commercial firms who were bent on sell-
ing their producta—and using dishonest
adveruising gimmickey to achieve success
—despite n lack of demand for them,
The behaviour patiern which politicians
inevitably develop must. objectively, be
seen as ‘dehumanising and  repressive.
And you will be doing it in the name of
preservation of (he means of operation
of the system’.

Secondly, there is the question of how
to Inflecnee govemment. Glven, as sog-
gested above, thai government bs quite
blind In kssulng lts orders und propagonda
apd cxpects oaly dumb compliance and
acceptance the answer fo the gquestion is
dearly the CREATION OF A CRISIS.
If this makes for & crazy sort of society
It &s. given the authocitarian structure,
incvitable. Dr, Schom coacludes: ‘Ouor
organisational map is cndemically and
perpetaally mis-rmatched to the problee
that we think ore worth solving." The
Blind leading the Blind.

Civil Liberties

Simon Glynan has had his exclusion
from residence at Keele University for
being naked wilh others (a proiest) con-
firmed by the High Coun.

Richard Neville, editor of Q7. was
refused bail when he appearcd at West
London Magistrates’” Court on a charge
of posiessing cannabis. Pressure from
the Nationzl Council for Civil Liberties
and an appeal o a judge in chamben
secured his eventual rclease. The magis-
trate’s refusal was clearly based on the

pelice persecution of the underground

_press—0Z js currently indicted with cor-
-rupting morals. - ,-
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Rudi Dutschke, whatever his G1timate
fate. hos provided us with a penetrating
insight into the workings of the security
police n Brilain  Despite the fact that
Duischhe. whatever he could have done
was never any threat o the establishiment
hero, he was followed night and day and
all his phone calls were tapped  Now,
before an appeal ttibunal, all the trap-
pings of so-called British justice arc
abandoncd with official evidence being
given in woret withaut any opportunity
of examination or rebuttal by the Jdefence
If erdinary guarantees of a free trial are
withdrawn in such a minor matter it
augurs il when more crucial cases are
brought 10 trial

ANANRCHIST TOPICS -2
Freedom in Education

Part of the vidous circle in which
humanity s (rapped by authordy v that

.hgm.nl__gb-lw
sun val of the schoall Tt v, Rovweser

THE POVERTY OF DOCUMENTARIES

petsons hibe hersell, bt one wha thinks
her attatvde v sell-defeating It repre
wnts  deeprooted  conenatine  convie
tony of reverence deference, strengthenesd
Iy the [act that the poor think of latle
clae but how to get by from one day o
the neat. [t was swmptomatc of this Hilm
that the umigue moment and posubibily
of ewape from the grind of evenyday
subsistence shown to the people in the
film and 1o the viewer, was the loan of o
weial worker's holiday cottage to a
family —an act of true charnity!

The commentator said: ‘Hardly anyone
makes sure the poor get the benefils they
are entitled te” This begs the big ques-
Lion: What about the Social Security, why
nren’t they doing their job? Why docsn't
a film like this include an interview with
a hberal S-S officer” Ask him her why
they don’t'can’t make surc the poor get
their nghic. Ask him why there are
squatiers, why there are Claimants
Unions, But firsg, the eves of the produc-
tion team that made ‘Hard Times' have
to be forced open! It had not a mention
of the squatters. Not a whisper about the
Claimanus’ L'nion. This film introduced
nothing that could possibly resull in poor
people coming together te fight therr
misery and desperation [t behaved al.
most as if i1 was on a miwion of die-
covery or rediscovery of the poor F P
Thompsen writes of Mayhew's huge
1284 reportage. London Labour and the
London FPoor . ‘It would be ludicrous

obedience is taught from the earliest age.
Thus God. parents. police. emplosers.
the gosermmment all comprise the sacred
cows to whom senilily is due To those
who would change the system one funda-
mental problem is the provision of a
system of education freed from the
ancient myths and degradation. It s for
this reason that practical anarchists have
taken interest in experiments in a frecr
form of education.

One of the eminent proneers in this
ficld is A. 5. Neill. founder of Summer-
hill. It has been objected that the en-
deavour is purely bourgeois, that only
the children of the well-to-do can altcfnd

or

the inner workings of the plice that will
concern the pragmatic observer. That
students should be cnecouraged 1o self-
cipression  and  aulenomy  from  the
carltest age, that thev should play a vital
part in the running of school (the aim
of current ‘student power’ mosements)
represent a break (rom traditional educa-
tion that must be of great interest to
anyone desirous of that change in the
vicious circle which is absolutely essen-
tial 10 the areation of a free society. This
may be condemned by the utopian revo-
lutionary as piccemneal social engineening
but this criticism is the sort of approach
which is ulterly destructive of the possi-
bility of socral change and charucterntic
of the hardened pesumist. To those who
take anarchism seriously the whole pont
iv s achicvement
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FAILURES IN POWER & PUBLIGC RELATIONS

Dear Fricnds.
Justin surprisingly does less than jus-

tice (ha-ha'y 1o his theme about the
electricity worhems: may 1 add a few
{acs?

By no means do all power stations in
the country need overtime 1o keep them
going: a sufficient number do so as 10
make an overtime ban—which s broadly
what the work-to-rule amounted to—hun.
In fact, those in the South Western Area
have always v.orkcd to rule, and they
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have always exporied power to the rest
of the country, and not only did they
conlinue doing so during the week’s
troubles, but even produced more power
than usual. Bul because elsewhere over-
time was nécessary, the South West had
to export even more than usual so that is
arca shared in the country’s power cuts,
That 1t had 1o do so was a decision by
magagement and was nat brought about
by any action or inaction by power-
workers in the South Westerm Area:
hence, no doubt, the legal remedy thal
somc consumers in the South Western
Arca is secking mny well be found to
have good legal backing.

That is not nll: propaganda to the
public was shamefully one-sided, and in-
doed well handled by the Govermment
and by the managemeni (RBC sound,
under Jack de Manio in the moming and

under that extrzordinparily silly old man
Douglas Stewan at len in Lhe evening
was an absolute disgrace by any stun-
dards—exvepl by those of what it setl oul
to Jo which was 1o put over a one-sided
view Lo the public). An instance of this
¢an be best cited with refereace to
hospilals

There was never any need at all for
any hospital to be cut atl: all circuits
with hospitals are well known and well
indicaled. Such circuits are oormally
the last to be affected if there is any
power cut: | know, I've lived on one, and
many others have done 30 t00. Not one
of these circuits need have been affected:
that they were was a deliberate decision
of management. Nor may | add were
hospiials the only ones: a circuit con-
taining mines would not be touched
cither, as some of the comrades in Com-
wall are very well aware, because they,
unlike hospitals this time, were not
cut oll.

Justin is dead right when he says the
ETU failed massively in its propaganda
cfiort. Let the lesson be leamed by other
unions In the struggles o come: it is
more important 1o buy space even in the
capitalist press 10 pul over the truth—
and pray let it be the truth and not waflle
—than, in the end. to pay out strike

money.

Yours.
Cornwall R.B.
Privied By Bugrtet Powvars [ oedom, E |

oy suggest that Mayhew disovvered Vi
oran paoverty The povor had Long dis-
covered  themelses Ihe same
apphes to Hard Timey'- Dickeny' ver-
sen and Thames 1V s pallud echo of it
Agan, the commentatior wid weakly
“The poor of their case were heard rght
argue dilferently  The fact iy that the
best among the poor are making their
case heard  They arent just sitting in
their nusery or conniving with corrup
IV prenlucers they re taking action on
their owmn behalf

Not all IV programmes on the poor
are as misty cyed as Hard Times A
re<ent “Thie Weel' (mhich v very imcon.
slent howeser) did a really good joh on
Ishington  The people 1n 1t spelled the
Iively message loud and clear Don't juat
sit on your arses, DO something  There
must be no more sympathy for the
apathetic. no more pathos, no more
chanty sermuns  Where the Claimaniy’
Union has shown the wayv. apathy s
stuprdity . Apathy s comardice We want
o «e programmes showing pour people
petung their nghts by fighting for them:
programmes infended to stimulate other
poor people o do hikewise. Anything
el 1y 1seles JuLus

Mectings at Freedom: Fiyery Wednesday
at 8 pm For details see This World'
column.

Robert H. V., Oflendordl.
LRCP, etc.. will speak on the ditler-

Dr. MA MD,
ences between the treatment of
addicts 1in Bntain and USA. at con-
ference this Sunday. January 10,
1973, at 230 pm. at 6 Endslegh
Street. London. W C 1. Questions—
Discussion Admission Free. Orgaa-
ised by Drug Dependantsy’ Care
Group.

Socialist Medical Associstion. A Day
Serminar on the “Social Causes and

.. _Consequences of Addlman_,.
Druogs—to AlOhol =48 SHOYME—B©

Gambling on Sundayv. March X
1971, at the NUFTO Hall. 14 Jockey
Fields, London. W.C.1 (off Theobalds
Road), HMolbom. Twa scssions:
moming 10 am tw 1245 pm.: after-

noon 2 pm.to & pm. Fees §- per
session. 1) - per day, per person.
Send to 4 Finchley Court, London,
NI INIL

History Workshops. Saturday and Suen-
day, February 13 and 14, 1971 Sead
for full details to: Ruskin College.
Oxford.

Anmarchists. 1-. P.O. Box A N9,

Sydney South, NSW 2000, Australia.

Leafles available for distmbution  on
January 12, Day of Demonstration
against the Labour Relatons Bill
From Freedom Bookshop.

The Ad Hoc Basis of Revolutionary
Organisation. The nolonous arucle
by Terry Phillips (onginally pub-
lisxhed in FRitDOM) is soon to be re-
published as a duphlicated leafleL
Available frec from: Corby Anarchist

The

Press, 70 Blenhetm Walk, Corby,
Northanls.

Young Man {degroe) desperately seeks
some form of employment. Riang

229 6713 (evenings only).

Exeter Groop. Anvone interested in get-
ting a group together contact: Nigel
Outilen, Westerna House, Cullompton
Hill. Bradninch, Exeter. If possible,
please write first.

Geomge Foulser, now squatling as No.
090123, HM Prison, Jebb Avenue,
Brixton, SAV.2. Letlers, books wel-
come.

Dorham Auparchists—new group being
formed. Contact Mike Mogie, 8
Mavin Street,

Proposed Group: Kingston - on - Thames
and surrounding area. Write to
Roger Willis, 69 Woodlands Avenue.
New Malden, Surrey.

Comrades in Phymouth wishing to form
group or just meet other anarchists
Contact: John Northey, 16 Adelaide
Street, Stomchouse. Plymouth.

Freedom Weekly? Eight pages every
week? If all readers could get ome
extra subscription—it could bo done.
You may prefer to sell by the week.
We ¢an let you have copies on ale

v orn}t‘u:nrld d dispatch

reemt. Help fold and dispat
every Thurday from 4 p'm. mm
Tea served.

Please help. Union of American Exiles
in Britain: c¢fo WR), 3 Caledonian
Road. London, N.1.

Amarchists In Enfeld avea please contact
Leroy Evans 01.380 4724,

Pubirdved v Frerdow Prom Londm P



