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'I‘HE PEOPLE of Northern Ircland

have just come through another
winter of their discontent. The pale
spnng sunshine does no more than
uminate the squalor of the Belfast
slums and highlight the inadequacy
of the barrack-like tenements which
the Government offers as an alier-
native. For the weary mothers of
over-large familics the Jonger, lighter
evenings spell, not pleasure and
leisure, but more anxicly as their
ragged children dice with death
under the wheels of passing traflic
in the only playgrounds they know
—the streets. For fathers, ill-fed
and demoralised, the east wind is
still too cold to leave off their
threadbare overcoats on their vain
dzily walk 10 the labour exchange.

Belfast is an occupiced city. cut in
two like Berlin and like Berlin
patrolled by armed soldiers. Unlike
Berlin, however, nobody is con-
cerned 1o make Belfast a shop win-
dow, competing to demonstratc a
better way of life on one side or the
other. On both sides of the Belfast
barbed wirc the citizens are de-
g:uoralliisqd. bc:ikli:mdca !:mmiliiatcd

y religion and plagu y politics.
Over all broods the presence of the
British Army.

The confrontations of last year
culminated in little cnough—the
election of Bernadetic Devlin to
Westminster and a change of Prime
Ministers. Jostcad of effele and use-
less Captain O'Neill.  Stormont
switched to cffele, useless Chichester-

k, 2 ney broom o c

room cu , hoping only
10 swecp coough dirt under the
carpet to keep the party clean. Alas
for C-C—he can't even keep the
party together; the pathetic reforms
he professes are too much for his
own richt wingers who, sensing his

weakness, move in for the Kill be-
hind ‘tough’ ex-security Minister
William Craig.

WHAT HAS BEEN DONE?

While they have been playing
politics,. the peoplke have been
paticntly waiting, hoping that since
things could hardly get worse. per-
haps they might get better. They
haven't. The hall of the population
—the Catholic half—who welcomed
the British Army’s occupation Iast
year as a shicld against the threat
of Protestant bully-boys have gra-
dually come to realisc that when a
lid is put on a boiling pot pressure
builds up. Nathing was donc to re-
liecve the pressures in Northern
Ircland: the immediate result of Big
Jim Callaghan’s visit was not a
crash programmec for housint not
cven the anmouncement of onc—nor
any governmenl pump-priming of
the run-down economy nor any con-
structive proposals for the people
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uctiot : troops complete
with riot control equipment and tear
gas. In other words—repression. In
other words—Law and Order.

A great sigh of relicf went up
from the lib-Jabs. A period of
stability, thcy all agreed, was what

Clyde Shipbullders
Pay-off Threat

HE EMPLOYERS of the Upper
Clyde Shipbuilders (UCS) told the
workers that they will pay ofl all 13,900
men if 3,500 workers are not made
redundant immediately. Over a week
ago 4,000 boilermakers in the UCS voted
for strike action if one of their members
gets made redundant

As far as the employers of the UCS
are concerned, men and jobs must take
sccond place in the drive for profits. It
wasn't all that long ago that the President
of the Boilermakers Society, Dan (the
union man) McGarvey, came out with a
three-point plan (sce FmeeooMm, 28.3.70)
to Iry and ecase the situation in the in-
dustry but ail it did was open the door
for bigger domands from the employers
of UCS. Uf these sackings take place,
many workers will be out of jobs before
the summer holidays.

Some Lrade union officials bhave put
forward the offcr of work-sharing apd
shift work. It's well scen that these pro-
posals are being put forward by the union
officials who sit in their ivory lowers
twiddling their thumbs, and not by the
workers.

A meeting was held in the Lyccum
picture house in Govan on 17.3.70 by
the boilermakers of UCS to discuss the
whole affair. Our worthy brother Dan
McGarvey did not attend this mecliog
and neither did any of the Executive
Commitiee. Only district  delegates
Dougan and Ramsay along with the dis-
trict commiitec atiended the meeting.

Bro. Ramsay stated that he was with
Swallow of the Shipbuilding Industry
Board (SIB) two weeks before and he

(Swallow) never mentioncd anything
about rcdundancies. In fact Ramsay
thought Swallow would be looking for
more boilermakers owing lo the new
orders that were flowing to the Upper
Clyde. £140 million worth of orders to
be cxact, plus the fact that the govem-
ment has now pumped in a total of £20
million into the UCS.

I don't se¢ how Ramsay could have
thought that the SIB would be looking
for more boilcrmakers as it clearly
states in the Geddes Report that half of
the labour force must go. Who is Ramsay
trying to blufl?

At this meeting some of the workers
were calling for natiopalisation under
workers’ conirol. How can you possibly
have nationalisation and workers' con-
trol at the same time? I the shipyards
arc nationalised, the workers will still
get paid off as it is the Government's
Geddes committca that is putting the
workers out of work at the moment.

Workers’ control yes, natiohalisation
no. We have secen what nationalisation
has done to the mines and the railways
—closures and pay-offs. The same would
happen to the shipbuilding industry.
The boilermakers must unite with the
rest of the workers in the shipyards 1o
fight against the employer. If the em-
ployers sack all the workers and close
the yar@s let the workers reopen them
and twke production into their own
hands.

A waming to the boilermakers—bewnare
of the Executive Committee, as you may
be in for a sell-oul, just as happened on
the Grangemouth site. A. McGowan.

In Beltasl, like Everywhere—
All Law is Gun Law

was wanled A cooling-ell period
Have you cver noted how all con-
stitutionalists think that a *cooling-
ofl period’ is the answer lo every-
thing? It's a variation on thinking
that if you pretend something isn’t
there, perhaps it will go away.

But nothing has gone away in
Northern Ireland. Not the religious
animositics, upon which the ruling
clique play with such skill; not the
fear of change in the balance of
power and certainly not the grinding
poverty. :

What has changed is the attitude
of the young. The young pcople—
in Belfast particularly—are not as
sold on religion as their eclders. and
have begun to embrace the beselting
sin for all rcligious bigols: dis-
obedicnce. They can sec for them-
sclves that there i no future for
them in an Ulster tom and divided
upon itsclf in the scrvice of cither
religious or politica] loyalties. And
they can scc that when the British
: ig | e, 4 uscd the

their own good, but its rcal work
was simply—Kkeeping them apart.

THE ARMY'S REAL TASK

This s 1970, not 1917, and how-
ever much the ministers and the
priests, the oldies of church and
statc, may wish to hold back the
clock and kcecp Northern Ircland
the cultural and ecconomic back-
water it is, the youngsiers can sce
and hear and some of them can cven
rcad what is going on in the rest of
the world. They must be asking
themsclves why they are left out,
and they must be coming up will
the answers. Although the animosi-
tics and fears between the com-

rmunities were real enough in terms

of what is—ihe authoritics (who,

damn them, are always one jump
ahead!) knew that the real danger

to Ulster's rulers (and this is whal
concerns the authorities) lics in the
brecaking down of communal bar-
ricrs and a joining of hands in the
face of the real. common foe: the
capitalist state.

What has changed in Northern
Ircland is thc emergence of groups
cutting across these old communal
barricrs. Groups which, as the
struggles continued last year, were
beginning Lo make more and more
sense to the young people. Who
knows but that, il the British Army
had not gone in. to keep them apart,
the young Protestants and Catholics
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would have wmbled the racket and
jomed together against Slormont?
This is the last thing the British
Government wants. Hence the rub-
bish aboul Law and Order

Now the break has come, and the
Catholics. who ‘welcomed’ the Army
last year are stoning it and throwing
molotov cocktails. This is regarded
with some bitterness by General
Freeland (and whose satirical genius
was cxpressed by sending im a sol-
dier with that name?) who com-
plained that the current riots by
Catholic youths is a ‘kick in the
back’.

What cvery reporter and com-
mentator has stressed. however, in
these riots, is the youth of the
dcmonsirators, many of whom are
still schoolchildren. Well, is i1 so
surprising? Their parents arc de-
moralised, dcfcated. A lifetime of
savage cxploitation, religious irre-
sponsibility, poverty. unemployment,
appalling housing conditions—the
__They've had it. But there’s still
some t in the youngsters. And’
after all, what have they got to lose?

WHY SHOULD IT STOP?

If the old Marxist bit about ‘no-
thing to lose but your chains’ applies
anywhere in Britain today, it's in
Northern Ireland. The school-
children of Belfast have nothing to
fose and nothing 10 look forward to
if they don't make something for
themselves out of the shambles their
parents have bequeathed them. And

because cither they see clearly that
nothing can be done the constitu-
tional way, or they can't make
themselves heard any other way.
they are tuming to direct action.

Unfortunately it is purely destruc-
tive direct action. And until they
get the support of older, working
people who are prepared to occup
factorics and shipyards; who will
hack squatting on a large scale: who
will establish communal councils
with an aim 1o make a pcrmancnt
framcwork for a new form of
society—until, in a word, all the
people of Northern Ireland are pre-
pared to make a social revolution,
then continued harassment, con-
frontation, guerilla tactics of all
kinds. will continuc. Why should it
stop?

Gencral Freeland thinks he has
the answer to why it should stop.
He announced his readiness to fire
on rioters using ‘offensive weapons'
on Friday, April 3. And in doing
so, showed us once again the face
of the state behind the mask of Law
and Order.

Behind every law stands the
policeman; behind every policeman
stands the soldier. In every soldier’s
hand is the gun. Behind the respect-
able concept of 'Law and Order' is
the bullet.

Ultimately, cvery state says to
every cilizen: "You obey or you will
be shot’. *Democratic’ states take a
longer time getting round to it than
totalitarian states, that's all. When
the system is challenged 10ughly
enougji. when the pot is boiling too
furiously, the lid is clamped down
good and hard.

When the bourgeois right to ex-
ploit, to lic and deceive, to hold us
down for ever. is challenged openly
and they have to make a stand or
go under—Lhen we see the real, the
organised, the institutionalised vio-
lence in which they believe.

Decp down, where it really matters
—all law is gun law.

JusTIn.

Building ourPrisons
Digging our Graves

U MIGHT THINK it’s some kind

of jokc first of all, the news that
British prnisoners are being paid less than
thirty bob a week to help build their
OWN pPrisons.

The Dircclor-General of Pnsons is
reported (0 have said that over the
ncxt twenly years the authorities hope
to con five thousand prisoners nto
rebuilding the nation's jails—with uwnion
co-operalion.

The Guardian said ominously: 'The
country 8 in for two decades of the
most intensive prison-building ond re-
pairing since the 1840s and 1850s." With
increased police activity to keep the
cells nicely overflowing, no doubt.

Obviously the prison authorities hope
to kill three birds with one stone. Give
the boys—muostly middie- and long-term
prisoncra—something to do 30 they don’t
revoll oul of boredam. Please the libernl
reformists with an incxpensive gesture
towards rechabijlitation. Apd, most of
all, get a job on the cheap.

With the masterly cynicism that only
the State is capable of, prisoners arc
being thrown a few crumbs in retum
for their near-slave labour.

At Lowes Jail for example—where
prison workers saved the authorities
£35,000—they now have windows that
actually open lo the air, improved

washing facilitics, and the opportunity
1o turn their owm lights out in the
cvening!

I's no joke. It its neatly with the
wholc beautiful logic of a system that
condemns us all to spend our entire
lives building our own prisons and
digging our own graves.

We work week-in week-out for bosses
who steal cverything we produce ond
then ‘give’ us wages 50 we can cat
and sleep 1o be fit to clock in again
next momning, same time, same place.

We watch the taxman take n rake-off
for the faccless Authority that moulds
our lives, cutting most of us off from
any knowledge of what we really want
to be and do.

We pay the politicians to dominate
us, the media 1o lie 10 us, the amy
to subjugafle, and the police to keep
the streets tidy of any signs of revolt

And ultimately—with the perlect logic
that only the insane can muster—wo
put on uniforms and lake up guns to
defend our masters’ right 1o control us
and own our democralic right to be
slaves,

All of us have built the prisons we
live in, and [for the moment most of
us imagine they are really holiday-camps.
But one day we shall tear down the
walls, HARRY HARMER.
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THE MASK OF ANARCIIY by Percy
Bymbe Shelley. Kropotkia Lighthouse
Publication, 1/6 inc. post.

‘VHEN the Manchester Yeomanry and
' 15th Hussars rode, sabres drawn,
into the thousands of men, women and
children packed into SL Peters Ficlds
on August 16, 1819, they could have
¢reated an English Revolution. The
Massacre of Peterloo was just a more
extreme example of government govern-
ing—a little too obviously—cruelly and
mercilessly. In this case the local 1roops
—fot there was no police force, and
thus no police violence—were only oo
cager W0 get at the radicals, as the
Manchester Yeomanry was made up of
lownsmen—butchers and bakers; mer-
chants and publicans; shopkeepers—who
feared the arrogance and organization
of these ‘common’ people gathered peace-
ably together in their local unions and
town or village communitics. (The Lees
and Soddleworth Union camied a pitch-
black flag with 'Love" lettered in white
over two hands and heart)

However, instcad of a revolution, there
Was an cven stronger reaction from
the authorities, and although revolu-
tionary groups existed both before Peter-
loo and. many more, after, they were
fragmented with lack of political leader-
.‘ship sufficent 1o create a nationwide
msurrection.

- SHELLEY THE SOD!

As E P, Thompson wrntes in his
tribute 1o ‘the poor stockinger, the Lud-
dite Cropper, the “obsoletc * handloom
weaver, the utopian artisan' — The
Making Of The Englah Working Class
—{Penguin):

‘From 1815 until the Chartist yeamn,
the movement always appeared most
vigorous, consistent and healthy at
the base, and especially in such provin.
cial centres as Darmvley and Halifax,
Lovghborough and Rochdale.

Its true heroes were the local book-
scellers and newsvendors, trade union
organizers, secrelaries and local spea-
kers for the Hampden Clubs and
Political Unions—men who did not
cxpect 1o become homoured  life-
pemsioners of the movement av a
reward for imprisonment, and who,
in many cases, were (oo obscure (o
do more than leave a few records
of their aclivity in the local press
or the Home Office papery.’

Because of Peterloo, Perdy Bysshe
Shelley wrote The Mark Of Anarchy,
a poem which for so long has heen
almost ignored or left out of collections
of his work. His inlention was that
it might act as any manifesto or declarn-
tion does—to strengthen the already
knowledgeable people to act togelher,
to overcome the diflicultics—by reaching
the public through onc eof the many
mdical newspapers of that lime, only

-

.
-

-‘.-'::_J-__‘ - e <
four afte Walseloo, In this case
he n,:: it to Hunt, editor of the
Examiner, ‘ use of finea and

imprisonment from articles already pub-
lished, held b::?‘and not unill Shelley
was dead and (he Jasuo that Jess burning
did ho print it, in 1832

This was an understandable thing 0
have done, but much more than just
n pity, because Shelley’s writingy had
already reached n radical public through
Richard Catlile's pirated editions of the
Noles 10 Queen Mab. These notes
Include direct statements on politics;
scx; religlon; vegetsrianism and con-
sumer socicly. For example cssays Jike
Even Love It Sold; There Is No God;
No Longer Now He Slays The Lamb
That Looks Him In The Face, And
Statesmen Boast Of Wealth! (All of
which need a publisher today?!)

To have had this powerful, »imple
and direct poem, The Matk Of Anarchy,
circulating in such editions and such
newspapers as the Examiner, Block
Dwarf (1he original Black Dwarf which
could say of the varlous soclelles, unions
and politica) clubs: ‘Thosc who con-
demn clubs cither do not undersiand
what they can accomplish, or they wish
nothing to be done. . . . Let uy look
at and cmulate the patient resolution
of the Quakers. They have conqucred
t:lithom arms—without violcnce—-v.-itihou)l
threats, They conqueted by union’),
Political Reglster, n(';qargnn (whose cdilor
John Wade was author of the Black
Roak tevealing corruption, nepolism and
wastc), Medura, Manchester Observer,
and Republican, to have had The Mask
0} Anarchy in any of these in 819
would have been an inspiration to the

Recent Pamphlets and Small Mags

THE FIELD of small local publishing
grows in strength; all over the
country, it scems, people are getting oun
their own publications. Revolulionary
presses—or, moro usually, old sccond-
band duplicators, have never been rolling
so fast. While doing evervthing possible
to build uwp the national libertarian
revolutionary press, anarchists—as the
epitome of the de-centralist concopt—
ought 10 encourage and suppon these
local efforts. Below, I review some of
the small publications that have come
my Way.
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Red and Bladi. Produced by the Nonh
Woest Federation of Anarchists, Red and
Bilack is everylhing a revolutionary pro-
pagandist magazine ouzht to be. The
standard of production is exeellent,
scarcely a typing error 10 be found
Articles are directed right at the man
in the street, including “Risley — Her
Majesty's Death Centre’ (an inside story
of suicide and brutality in an cveryday
British nick) and cxcellent adviee on
screwing your rights out of the Social
Security. Lots more too; from Ron
Marsden, 9 Boland Street, Manchester 14.
No price displayed; 1/- should be enough.

The Catonsville Road Ruonmer. Revo-
lutionary Christian mag—first-class pro-
duction. Don't groan—all you anarchist
atheists—iry thinking. Gets right back
to the inhcrently ANTI-STATE basis of
true Christianity. 1/6 & time (£] for 10
issues inc. post). Love, brothers. We
may never believe in your God, but your
truly anarchist attitude 10 the siate, war,
racialism, ctc., makes you the best advert

—— e ¥

JC could wizsh for. Available from 3
Caledonian Road, London, N.).

Betty the Unready. An  anarchist
answer 1o a receal pamphlet published
by the Communist Party eatitled ‘Ulira-
Leftism in Britain'. In the proccss of
tearing 1o shreds the lying attacks and
distortions hurled by the CP against
thosc who oppose Stalinism from the
Left, Laurens Oller carries out a brilliant
demolition job on all varictics of the
Marxist Spastic. The ‘Betty’ of the title
is Mrs. Beity Reid, an aged Stlinist

nack (who has defended cvery Soviet™

atrocity from the Stalin tnals 10 the re-
pression of Hungary). The political skit!
with which Laurcas Oller cxposes the
CP should teach her 1o stay quictly in
her wheelchair in future. Again, no
marked price; try sending 1/ to Laurens
Otter, 35 Natal Road, Thornton Heath,
Croydon, CR4 8QI.

Two Men Sharing One Wife. Already
advertised in the Contact Column of
FRLEDOM, this must susely mate for the
most idiotic pamphlet of the year prize.
Ostensibly produced by the Polyandry
Study Group, for which read Mr, Panl
Pawlowski, the pamphlet sdvocates—
as a cure for cverything from over-
population 10 chilblains—the keeping
of one woman by several men. The ex-
ploits of Mr. Pawlowski, accompanied
by various unsuccessful social misfits,
in combing the streets of London for a
suilable wench, read like the worst kind
of pomography—with racialist over-
tones. Mr. Pawlowski admits himself

that half-castes have no place in the

brave new world of polyandry. Mr.
Pawlowski's thinly veiled racialism and
his fear and hatred of pcople of Asian
or African 1ype—and his apparent desire
to impregnale every woman in sight (so
long as they're white) should arouse (he
disgust of every liberation internationalist
and Frotpom should cease 1o advertise
this filth forthwith.

The Fighting Mouse, Duc to be shortly
produced by Aberdeen Anarchists and
Syndicalists, The Fighting Mouse is o
single duplicated sheot, designed a3 a
give-away propagafda Ieaflet. A sucéesvor
to the now delimet ‘Aberdecn Militant’,
the Mouse will have an initial print of
300. After a few [ree issues, the Afonse
will give birth, it is hoped, (0 a 3d.
magazine. Id. o outsiders (plus sac)
from Peter Dickie, 136 Roscmount
Place, Abcrdeen.

Form.—Stands for Pupily' Own Revo-
lutionary Newspaper. Produced by
Aberdeen Free Schools Group, in which
local anarchists participate, previous
issucs have contained everything from
revolutionary socialist manifestos to
long, boring liberal diatribes. No. 3 now
oul—costs 2d, (plus sac) from Dave Ken-
worthy, | Abboisford Place, Aberdeen,

Prreh THE PAINTER

LETTER

Racial
Discrimination

Dear Sir,

We belicve in standing up for our-
sclves. Qur people are in  capstant
oppression from the local people. They
beat our people, rob and also kill. The
policemen, in the name of law and order,
suppress us. The local MP, Mr. Peler
Shore, just says, ‘Sorry, J don't think ]
can do anything about it. 1 wish 1 could’,
and only desires to heep and make us
feel inferior o the local people. He
talks of Jaw for equality between the
Continentals and the natives, This means
nothing and is his way of fooling the
British people in order to get their voles
in the coming election.

The film made by Granada Television
about our joint mecting at Toynbee Hall
with African orgapisations on February
21 was shown on "World in Action' of
March 9. 1t was shown in a distorted
way and did not present our problems
in a fair manner. Consequently the
nltacks on our people have increased
since then. So fer we have recorded
sevenleen cases and many more have not
been recorded. It is quite clear that this
Granada film has Incited the natives. The
allitude of Mr. Peter Shore has also
betn much worse.

Thank you,
Yours faithfully,

THe SEcmETARY,
Pakistand Progressive Partly.

46 Hanbury Stree/, B
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movement for radical reform If mot to-
wards an Bnglish revolution. If only
Shelley had sent It to Richard Carllle,
the most foarless of the editors, who
not only was reaponsible for the Repub.
Hean; for seprinting Palne’s wrllings and
for reprinting parodies and satires lke
those of the Lltany, Creed and Cat.
echism; but was instrumental In gaining
the right to publish any radical press!
(Catlilo continved to edit tha Republicon
from jull and after bis arrest hin wife
and sister prinled and bawked it, fol-
lowed by an army of some 130 voluntoers
who served a fotal of 200 years' Im-
prisonment for their right to sell their
newspaper!)

The Mask Of Anarchy ha n ballad
of nonviolent revolution which s now
In printed form through Kropotkin
Lighthouse Publications. If you don't
and won't read poeiry read this after
rending BE. P. Thompions book nnd
after reading aboul Shelley’s life and
work, It Is n poem of |In timo which
is just ns relevant In attitude and action
as when it was written, and thanky 1o
Jim Huggon is in print again, with n
truly splendid cover drawn by Asthur
Moyso—a regular FarenooM writer, Just
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A fragmaent:
And Anarchy she Sheleran
Noweld and geinned 10 Veryone
A well an I} Wy edwcapion
Hod con ten mithons so ihye Ml a
For he hnew the paluces "
Of onr hingt were rightly his
Itis the scepite, crown nnd xohe
And the gold Inwaven robe '
S0 he sent s staves before
To seite the Dank and Tower
And war praceeding with Intent
To meet hiv penstoned Porllumen

When one fled part, w manioe m,
And her name wae Nape, .r;w ::I:;d

Hut she lovked mare like Desply

Anid she celed ont In the ole

My fother Thne iv weok and gray

With walting for a betier iy

See how Liltot-fike he standg

Funtbling with his polsied hands
Peacy Bymoir Sieragry,

The Mask Of Anarchy I Nblalnahiy
from Kropatkin Lighthouss Publicatians
¢fo Houwsmany, 5 Caledontan Nazg
London, N.l. and Freedom Prew, ny
Whitechapel IHgh Stecet, 101, { /0l ip.
cluding poat.

Drsvin Govrn,

WHAT THEN, ARE WE T0 D0?

S IS USUAL, the big ncwz of the

weck has been an incident involving
dircet actlon. A group of Japancwe
students calling themsclves "The Red
Army' commandectcd an nitliner with
103 passengers and forced the pilot with
the threat of n sword to My to North
Korca—the pilol inilially landed in South
Kosca bul cventually with the exchange
of passcngers for a minor Cabinct
Minister the planc flew to North Korea
where the students embarked.

The newspaper reactions bave becn
typical. The Guardiun on April | {the
date has no significance) ran nn edilosial
cnlitled "When innocents suffes’. This
lender took off from the Japanese hijack
and ‘cxamined’ scvern! siluations—atrikey
in New York, Embassy Kidnappings in
South Amcrica, demonstrations at Jleath-
row Airport arc lisled but obviowly
strikes in gencral amd demoasirations
at Soulh African football and crickat
matches are included by implication.

This makes the well-known point_that

where u demonstration, a sinke or un
aclion makes the ‘Innocent’ public suffer,
such an nction is by that very act
undemocratic.

The Guardiun ilsell does nol generalize
upon specific issuer. On the Japancse
political situation, the British I'ress can
be quile objective. The Guardiun even
concurs ‘that the selcause of 15 pohitical
prisoners in Brazil Jast ycar way worsth
some lemporary discomion to the Ameri-
can Ambassador'. The Guaordian reserves
its crilicism for the puny demonstralion
of Heathrow when n group protesiing
st the airport noise nltempled 1o block
the airport traflic. The Guardion re-
grels, a9 il does regarding South African
demomsiralions the trouble to the ‘in-
noccal' public.

The Press of this country maintains
the illwsion, of which Lthey are part,
that there are demoncralic channels regu-
larly available on all issues by which
grievances can be remedied nnd there-
fore direct action methods nre unneces-
sary and thercfore ‘undemocratic’ since
they cause inconvenicace and hardship
to scctions of the population. It will
freely admit, when pressed, that there
aroe extreme siluations (usually in other
couniries) when  direct action is the
only way; the Press will even admit
that given certain circumstunces (which
would naturally never occur in Rritain
today) a judicious policy of assassination
has ile merits. Tt will not recognise
the fact that ‘the democratic procews’
to which it nominally subscribea is
myth; even as n theory it was only
put forward in a Greek city-state founded
on slavery. With the growth of political
parties and a sadly misinformed elec-
torale, the practice has degencrated to
such an extent that with the power
that Inw and monecy can cxercise, with
the merging of Labour and Conservative
(and Democratic and Republican) poli-
tical viewpoints it has become n
mockery. The democratic channcls, If
indeed they cver existed, have become
truly blocked nol only by the co-census
politics but by the natural dJelays in-
herent in a bureaucratic struclure.

In such circumstances nll situationy
whether It be the Vielnsm war, Riafrn,
howsing, pollulion, airport noise, indn-
trinl rclations, university conditions, racial
discrimination, civil liberlies, censorship,
South Alfrican apartheid, can be con-
sldered my extreme and urgent and the
only response is direct action. We cannot
wail for that which we know i unlikely
to be done. All that can be donc s

of the anarchisty exccuted

to call atlention dramatically and pub.
licly 1o the situntion, in the way ihat
the cxtreme reaction o pain Is the
only way the body can signnl that some.
thing is wrong.

The sccond fullacy of the Guardlon
nrgument s that of the ‘innocent’ public,
If indeed we live In a democracy where
deciddons nre nrrived at with the consent
of the majority af the population, there
in less possibility of any ‘Innocence’,
for decislons which involve injusice,
soctal hardship, unjust and brital wars,
npproval of undemocratic reglmes, have
all boen approved; ar, which h 1he
same, not objected (o by the ‘Innocent®
public, If, on the other hand, such
decisions bave nol been democratically
arrived nl, there is ample jpntification
for objection. After all, Hitler was
clected ‘democrntically” and all his acis
were ‘legally’ sanclificd.

But the guilt or Innaconce of 1be
‘public' hax further implications. One
for bomb. .
attentats "In” Patly in the fast Tentury-- =
mid, “There are no innocent hourgeolsle.’
This is true, and )t It [ndecd cven Irue
of the prolctariat if such can be said
to exist In this country at Ihis time,
The convenience of yuick flights on
holidny, the cheap fruil from Spain
and South Africa, the smoolh flow of
Shell Oil from Nigeria, the stoady em.
ployment on foreign defence coniracty,
nll carry with them the guill of respon-
aibility lor Injustice, socinl  hardship,
unjust and brutal wars and totalilarian

regimen,

The real cnme of the ‘innocent’ i
ignorance and this is jud whnt demon-
sirations are nimed nl. Nol only are
‘democratic’ chnnnels blocked, the com-
munication channels are also blocked
to peacefu), democratic and dull protest
but a lively demonvirntion (violence Iv
pseferred by the medla) is wire 10
make the headlines or invade the goggle-
box.

Finally, it was left to the reactionary
right-wing Sprcrator, giving the view-
poinl of Lhe less-than-progressive George
Gnle, 10 give the story of Clyde W.
McKay, Jonior, and Alvin ). Glatowskt,
The fact that these names nre unhnown
is ndequate testimony to the power of
the Press in sliling public opinion
unorthodoxly cxpressed.

These lwo young men, described by
the Press an ‘pol-hnppy hippies’ were
the two who, at gunpaint, held up and
diverted n shipload of bombs dJestined
for Victnam, Clyde McKay said, 'Presi-
dent Nixon tells the world he wanis to
de-cscalate the war, 80 we thought we'd
help him h bit. . . . T thought it belier
to threaten by force n few people in
the ship and so prevenl 1he threat 10
many peoplo in Asia repreented by the
thousands of napalm bombs which the
ship was cnrrying for US planes bawd
in Thailand,*

This would scem to be the finest
cxample of direct action to end the
Vietnam war that has yet emerged. Wad
it undemocratic? Certalnly, Congres
voted for the war amd there has becn
no antl-Vicinam war vote. Was il
violent? Yes, there wan the threat of
shooting the ¢apiain and the two males.
Did it Inconvenfence anyone? Yes, the
ship's crew had lo Iako to {ho boats
and the ahip's consignment will take
n Jong time (if over) ta got 10 the
US bombers. Was it justifled?
Spectator writer <an say ‘yes', wurely
the Guardian can

JACK ROBINSON.



* Russian Trade Unions Proles!
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PLENARY MEETING of the All
Union Central Council of Trade
was beld in Mosow recently,
Sovict News (10.270). The Cen-
tral Counal discussed a report by
er Shelepin, a member of the
tical bureau of the Soviet Com-
munist Party, the appointed chairman
of the AUCCTU and a former head
of the KGB. The mecting also hcard
» by Vasily Prokhorov on ‘the
tasks of the Trade Union organisations
in inteasiflying the work for more cffi-
gent and ccopomical use of raw
materials, fuel, power, etc, in the
pational economy’.

“The AUCCTU also passed a2 reso-
fution on Vasily Prokhorov's report in
which it urged all factory and office
workers and the cntire people (o de-
velop further the country-wide move-
ment for a thrifty attitude in all sectors
of communist (read ‘“‘state-capitalist™)
construction and called upon them to

make thair personal labaur contnbution
to the common cause of reaching the
targets of the Five-Year Plan ahead of
schedule and to ensure that the centenary
of Lenin's birth was celebrated in n
worthy manner.*

After calling on the Soviet workers
to work harder and increase their pro-
ductivity (and exploitation), the leader-
ship then announced that new sanatoria
and rest homes would be built this
ycar—in order that the Russian workers
might recover (rom their increased ac-
tvities and endeavours, Indeed, it was
reported that 20 million [faclory and
other workers would receive treatment
in the coming year. Obviously, 'welfare’
pays ofl for the Russian rulers!

The AUCCTU then issued a protest
against the persecution of ‘patriots by
the reactionary regime in Greece' and
demanded ‘the immediate release of
Trade Union leaders and all Greek
patriots fighting for the legitimate rights of

MERSEYSIDE NOTES

VAUXHALLS

EASTER WEEK brought a five million
pound rise 1o Vauxhall car workers.
This increase (already in the pipeline as
a consequence of the Ford pay setile-
ment) was hurried through in an e¢ffont
to settle the Ellesmere Port stoppage.
where a strike by 110 members of the in-
spection department over wage differen-
tals was gradually bringing all produc-
tion to a halt

The fact that this quite considerable
wage increase did not satisfy the stnkers
is one more indication that the spate of
strikes within the car industry, although
ostensibly geared to wage increases. in
fact draw their strength from the men's
resentment at the ever-increasing pres-
sure on their work performance. This
particular strike has been cnded by the
personal appeal of Hugh Scanlon, Presi-
dent of the AEU However both the
Union and Vauxhalls are now commitied

__ to a deeper study of the * structure
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has brought to the workers both a larger
slice of the cake and, to a small degree,
some say in their future work conditions.

MERSEY FERRIES

The nising of the moon on Easter
Monday was a signal for_the stoppage
of the crews opcrating the ferry between
Liverpool and Birkenhead over long
hours and short wages. The following
night the Liverpool-Seacombe ferrymen
struck for similar reasons. A small
mo.gcury palliative restarted work in
both cases. But once again, both Ferry
Authoritiecs are committed to looking
into both work and pay schedules.

OVERTIME

The day after the ferry strike, a
Merseyside coroner criticised a firm for
allowing one of its drivers to work a
102-hour week. as a result of whreh he

had stumbled and been fatally hur.
Even after adjusting this number for
mainténance and overtime allowance,
this man must have worked a 70-hour
week!

LIVERPOOL DOCKS

Following the Easter holiday, Liver-
pool Docks were undermanned to the
extent of five ships being unattended.
The employers admitted that this was
due to chronic labour shortage and not
to absentecism. However there s no
sign of them backing down in their
demand to have the final say in labour
recruitment, which is the cause of the
shortage and is contrary fo all dock
labour tradition.

The 'Bluc Union' stewards, for their
part, have presented demoands culminat-
ing in a 20-hour £45 week. With what
is known of port profits both present
and potential, this is not an unrealistic
demand.

—

their people o freedom and democracy”
Soviet News does nol, however, mention
whether the AUCCIU  pased any
resolutions condemning the imprisonment
and persecution of Soviet patriots and
‘intellectuals’ who hnd been imprisoned
in the Sovict Union for ‘fighting for
the legitimate mights of their peaple to

freedom and democracy' Perhaps,
theie enthusiasm for harder work and
mare efficiency, they forgot  Nor i
it reparted that they passed any reso-
lulions supporting or advocating strikes.
or ‘work stoppages’ as the Yugaslav
Communists put it, by Russinn workers
againsg their State employery’ exhorta-
lions ta work harder Perhaps they
forgot them as well.  Ilut, then, the
AUCCTU has a long histary of pro-
tesling against injustices in most countries
of the world—except ity own

Prirr Newrrnt

Appeal to British Trade Unionists

FEW WEEKS AGO, the Canadian

division of Dunlops Lid,, a Brinsh.
owned plant, announced that 31 would
close on May 1. The Company has
claimed that it is losing moncy In
response, the workers first offered to buy
the factory and Ketp it running. using
their pension fund for this purpose. The
Company rejected the offer. The wor-
kers' next step was o request the provin-
cial govermnment of Ontario 10 do a
feasibility study of the plant, 10 establish
whether the Company's statement of
losses was true. The government an-
nounced is willingness 10 undertake
such a study, provided the Company
agreed. The Company refused permission
for the study. A mrlly and march were
held by the workers and their union
(the United Rubber Workers of Anierica)
in Toronto on April |. If the plant is
closed as planncd on May |, most of the
workers face the prospect of permanent
unemployment. no altemative work hav-
ing been provided in the locality,

Clearly this issue is of direct concern
to the labour movement in Britain, The
Company iy British-owned, part of the
giant new Company formed by the
merger of Dunlop and Pirelli, The
Canadian workers have raised vital poli-
tical demands for accountability, in
calling for a feasibility study. This has
been a demand pioneered in this country
by the Institute for Workess' Control in
such situations as the GEC-AEI-EE clo-
sures on Merseyside. It is significant
therefore that the American union’s local
132 in Toronto has addressed an appeal
for solidarity from Brntish Umons and
MPs to our own IWC. Further dcetails

of the workers' campaign and their
siluation are awaited. In the meantime
however. international solidarity with
this siruggle 1s urgently necded, 1elegrams
of support for the Canadians can be
addressed 10:
Philip Japp. United Rubber Workers of
Amecnica, local 132, and Judy T. Huch-
binder. Pravs Worker< Conirol Task
Force, 1 Grant Street. T orontoa, Canada.

PRESS FUND

March Total: £135 7 0
Monthly Income:
Income Salcs and Subs,: £34 13 8
Jan, and Feb. b/f,: £120 11 @
£185 4 8
Expenditure:
3 Freedoms and
] Anarchy at £150: £600 0 O
March deficit: E£444 15 4
Jon. and Feb, defichi b/f.: £999 4 7
C1.443 19 11
Less March Press Fund: €105 7 0O

DEFICIT TO DATE: £1,328 12 11
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wage offer again this week, only to have
it rejected.

Seamen's leader, Gardon Norrin, drew
atiention to the penal clauses which—
though not as severe as the old ones—
arc retained in the new ‘Merchant Ship-
pimg Act” now before the Lords. Norrin
spoke rather ambiguously about ‘May
Day'. So perhaps therc is some more
‘direct action’ in the offing.

TRANSPORT

Reduced services and increased fares
have brought forth rumblings from both
passengers and c¢rews on both sides of
the water. The shorter hours worked by
crews bring them no rclief. as they have
to be worked over the same period. The
only result (o the busmen i1s a2 reduction
in an 2lready low wuge.

WoBBLY.

All cormespondence 1o
Peter Le Mare, S Hannofore Road,
Rolton Park, Birmiogham 16

ANARCHIST
FEDERATION
of BRITAIN

The AFB information office will pro-
duce 3n iaternal bulletin. Comrades
iatcrested in its production are to meet
in Birmingham on the first Sunday of
€xch month. All groups will be informed
in detail. Address all letters to:

Peter Le Mare, 5 Hannafore Road,
Rotton Park, Birmingham, 16. Tel.
021.454 6871. Material that cannot
wait for the bullctin to be seat fo
R. Atkins, Vanbrugh College, Hes-
lington, York. The Coatact Column
in Freedom' Is also avsilable for
urgeat information.

Groups should send latest addresses
to Birmingham. New inquirers should

write direct to them or to the AFB
information office in Birmingham.

AFR RECIONAL CROUPS
There are now anarchist groupd in every
a‘;"noflbccouun To find your sesrest group
to.
Muu:hﬂo e Ansrchista asd Syadicallstsr Rached
Goldich, M Watcrpark Road. Salford, 7.
C-u--ﬂlm o J; ’Juah. 13 Lodmb Road, . Austall,
| T . .
Psorx & E. Hewns P Nowell, ‘Acgean’, Spri
e G e, &7 Collegn Kosd: émou'm
L 3 i ;
S.ug; E ?odc‘?i Tilsbury, Findon hﬂd White-
hawk, Brighion.
Yarkshirer Martin Watkina, 3 Mrriborough Grove,

Leeds, 2.
Scotiand: 0. Lyon. 12 Rom Street, Glagow,
Wales: c/o P L., Mare (address gbowe).
N. Ireland: ¢fo Freedom Press.

S, Irelomd: cfo P. 1.. Mare (address above).
Ualveruiry pad Student Growprn cfo P L. Mars,
(Abdravisiions: M—mestioy Ma—magarine,
P—badges; Q—Quarterly; FL—Iree teaflaty b

The April issue of the AFBIB will be produced not at the Le Mares',
who will be on holiday, but at the Arts Lab, 318 Summer Lane, Birming-
ham 19. No. 5 bus from town going down Snow Hill to Summer Lane.

Get off at Tower Street stop. 1

p.m. onwards, April 5 (Sunday). Arts

Lab at side entrance to the Birmingham Settlement, op the fire escape

stairs (Tower Street).
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HEN, JUST BEFORE Easter. the

pop radio ship Mcbo 1l anchored
6} miles off the Essex coast and staried
transmitling as Radio Nordsee Inter-
national, all those connected with the
venture scemed likely to be transformed
into popular folk heroes. There they
were nsking Iife and lLiberty (and over
£400,000 capital) in order to defy the
dictates of the Bntish Government 1o
give the British public what it wants:
‘frec’ radio.

Unfortunately. RNI chose 1o transmit
on o frequency in the medium wave
band stupidly close 1o that used by
coastpuards, lightships, etc., for radio
contact. Consequently, the pirates’ 105
kilowatts of pop power is alleged (0 have
blocked the communication channels of
these coastal services. Their first reaction
was to deny that this was so. Presum-
ably, they supposed that if they denicd
the allegations for long cnough the
adverse press publicity would, eventually,
fade away (as it did with the previous
pirates).

When RNI finds another frequency on
the medium wave band it seems likely

that it will become a permanent feature
of the pop scenc—at lcast until the Swiss
Government is forced by international
pressure to adhere to the 1965 Inter-
national agreement against oflshorc
broadcasting. (RNI s run by a Swisy
company'.|

Of course, the ‘freedom’ advocaled by
the pop pimtes has nothing to do with
the freedom advocated by us Anarchists.
Their ‘freedom’ is the right-wing freedom
for the shrewd cupitalist to make a fast
pound withoult government interference.

All they want is a mindless mass
audience which they <an sell to the
adveniisers. The whole thing must be
developed to this end. The world is full
of happy jingle-singing consumers who
have their tastes created and satisfied—
at a price—by the benevolent advertisers.
There are no social prablems so what is
there to discuss? We are perfectly [ree
and happy so what is there to agilate
about? Sex comes respectably sublimated
in thc adverts so why waste precious
listening-ime fucking?

Just lic down and we'll ‘sock-il-to-
VR s TERRY PuiLLirs,

LETTER

Who Needs a Trip P

Dear All,

Like il wos onr n trip a while ngo: a
brother from Derry and myself were
discussing Anarchist solidarity so-called.
We got hung up about Niall (six months
in) and lan (nine months). That Derry
man is now back in Ireland. He could
no! take the petty factionalism of the
English Left — Palmer, Lawless and
Davoren all behaving like little children
over a new toy; the Anarchists up-
light and slightly paranoid or schizo
after too much action and too many
recriminations, He could not ke it
He's now living in the stratosphere per-
manently. Good Juck, man, hope to
see you back with us soon.

Mecanwhile the cats back in Belfast
work on. In the factories, on the
streets, talking, wriling, action . . . and
more action! And whal support have
they had? Apart [rom the help o
five brothers and sisters: {9 8s. Of
the five, all have been commitied and
active in other fields. Like the chick
who went over Rnd helped 1o set up
the posier workshops, Like the one
who went over with a tape-recorder
and wrotc & long anticle in 7.

In particular, of course, I'm speaking
of London. Most of the money received
came from the Norith (£8), and the
work some groups arc doing in their
own' arcas is fantastic (as is shown
from their publications). But, comrades,
don't forget Ireland. Let them know
what's going on. Of course, they have
no bread to spare—who bas? They
have just obtained a duplicator, though,
10 wait for results. My opinion is they
(the results) will be good and outrageous,

Another opinion: an atiempted Right-
wing coup in May, guns and all,

Il you turm oul any literature, please
send Belfast a copy. They don't expect
help or even sustaincd intcrest—they
know we are incapable of giving it.

I have done my best for over a
year, with others who are carrying on.
But for me it has become work, not
a joy. So I'm packing it in for a whilc.
| hope all those who know undersiand
Must take an ecgo trip. 'The real
meaning of revolution is not a change
in management, bul a change in man.
This change we must make in our own
lifetime and not for our children's sake,
for the revolution must be born of
jay and not sacrifice.’—Cohn-Bendit, Ob-
solete Cormmunigm.

London Reg. B.

Rirth of Our Power
Revolotionists in London

The Ego and His Own
Rebel in Paradise: A Riography of
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Any haok not In vnck, hot In
print can he prompitly supplied.
Rook Tokens accepted.

Please add postage & envh with
arder helps,

New Books nn Anarchiun
and Kindred subjeets

Floodgates of Anarchy

Albert Meltzer and Stuart Christie 24 /-

Eros and Civilization

Herbert Marcuse %0/~
Victor Serge 30/~

James W. Hulse 48/~

Roads fo Frecedam

6/-
Max Stimer 60/-

Bertrand Russell (paperback)

Emma G:oldman Richard Drinnon 54/-
Holy War in Belfast
Andrew Boyd (paperback) 8/6

The Hawkspor Experiment

W David Wills 24/-
Nelll and Summerhill: the Man und

his Waork Pictorial study by
John Walmslcy (paperback) 7/-
Summerhill A.S Neill 7/-

Three Works by Willlam Morris
(paperback) 10/6
The Rights of Woman
Mary Wollsionecraft, and
On the Subgction of Women
John Stuart Mill 14/~
Summerhill: 3 Radiaal Approach
to Education A.S. Neill 30/~
Anarchy and Qrder Herbert Read 21/~
Marx, Provdhon and European
Socialism J. Hampden Jackson 12/6
William Morris: Selected Writings
and Designs
{cd.) Asa Briggs (papecback)
Contemporary Rritish Art
Herbert Read (paperback)
Educution Throogh Art
Herbert Read (paperback)
Selected Writiops
P 1 Proudhon (paperback) 20/-
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Whitechapel Art Gallery exit,
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LETTER
Property is Robbery

Dear Comrades,

Could you print the following letter in
FrREepOM—il may well save commades
money.

*We would wam all British anarchists
about the activities of a German youth,
calling himself “Henry Roy” or “Jan
Schmidt” or "Herman Schmidt”, who
may approach revolutionary groups
claiming 1o be a member of the left
wing German movement, SDS, and says
he is in facl a deserter from the Federal
German Army.

He has been given sheller by anarchists
—but we now have good reason to be-
lieve he is NOT what he claims to be.
He has stolen books, clothes and has
attempted 1o cash cheques stolen from
sympathetic peaple who gave him o bed.
Be wamed; if he appears on vour door-
step, throw him out.

Fratemally,
IAN'S. SumniERLAND.'

A S
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‘The Bombs Bursting in Air

R PROBABLY the first time 1n Lthe

memory of living man, violence in
Amerca s once ngain being charped
(or credited, as the solipsist case may be)
to the anarchy/anarchist syndrome, that
tired holey receipt guaranteed (0 supply
a full-blown bogey at the drop of a
Molotoy cocktail Al of which can only
mean a coolinuing. indoed a widening,
breach beteeen fact and doughty doxies
that will not wither away.

The latest recrudescence of establish-
meot offices sabotaged. coming 30 soon
alter the rubbling of a Greenwich Village
town-house which allegedly had been
pressed into service as a bomb factory
by hypermilitant ncw-leftist factions.
has shattercd nerves as well as windows,
commonsense no less than lavalories.
Psychiatrists who would be politicians.
politicians who would be psychiatrists—
all soothsayers manqué, dulifully sifting
the plaster entrails in the hoary tradition
of the instant expert so revered these
days—they all, predictably. have let fly
solemn broadsides into the nearest tele-
vision microphone andfor newspaper
column with the purpose of probing.
dissecling and olherwise belaboring the
obvious.

But | don’t mean (o address myself to
tho problems daily confronting harassed
editors and preachy politicians. What,
wo os anarchists must ask. is to be made
of this situation—and that in both senses.

Except for the bombing of the car in
the Rap Brown case (two of Brown’s
colleagues were demolished therein the
day beforo Brown was to appear for
trial on the charges of arson and of in-
citing to riol)—that bombing aside, 1
think it is clear that all the bombings
must have been the work of segments of
the new, or ncwer, lefL That being so.
it is in order to cvaluate (1) their aims,
and (2) their methods in the light of
their aims.

Their aims are listable:

1. 10 expose the vulnerability of the
establishment—the enemy. or at least of
isolated facades of that faceless enemy

2. to mally support round their pro-
gram by dramatic, speciacular acts .

3. 10 keep their private apparatus
functional, and functioning. while the
revolutionary day-of-reckoning is lured
ever closer

4. to bedeck their [eadership, both
overt and coverd, with a mantle of des-
perado activism—the Che mystique

5. by means of such elitist activism
to supersede fuddy-duddy notions about
having to establish and hold a broad
base of support through the tedious. un-
spectacular  and  ocertainly  upndramatic

channels of education, etc (such super-
wdure, by remnforcing clitism, in the
normal coune of things would further
denigrate the old methods)

6 to call down upon their heads—
and ours—the wrath, scourge and retalia-
tory oppressivencss of the establishment,
all of which in time¢ would (hopefully)
goad the sleepy and the timid among us
into active opposition to the oppressors

This list, so far from exhausting the
possibilities, may be added 1o, subtracted
from. juggled, combined nnd shuffled.
but at the end of it the net resulls would,
I suggest. be but variations on a theme.

I would grant, without cavil, that aims
1. 3, 4 and § have been achieved. Except
as regards several well-defined groups
(i.c.. college rehels), aim 2 cannot but
fall short of realization, although the in-
evitable public opinion poll on it cannot
be expected for another week or so.

Which leaves aim 6—unhappy gel of
Samson. Pompadour and Dostocvsky—

Sooner or later. and soomner if the
bombings persist, a new and bitter
Draconian period of repression is in-
evitable here. but T suggest that the
sleepy and the timid, so far from being
dragooned, charmed or impressed into
the ranks of the new left, will actually
vault free of their lethargy 1o take their
sure places among those who will. in
ever more loud and imperious tones than
before, be demanding protection and
vengeance against these latter-day Van-
dals. For it 1s in the establishment, for
which they arc the staffers and the sol-
diers, that they see a benefice without
boume—so long as the Vandals are
estopped. one way or the other, from
razing it. And should the timid and the
sleepy finnlly rise to be counted—on the
‘wrong' side of the aisle —boom-day
would instantly convert to boomecrang-
day.

If the points above, however admixed
and tumed about, do indeed demarcate
the strategy of the new left. it would
appear to be a revolutionary strategy
enmeshed in demagogic bankruptcy—and
it would appear to be doomed to failure.
For a strategy. of professed rcvolution,
that does not opon. expand -and- period-
ically scinvigorate contacts with the
people, is not a strategy at all, but is
rather a dilettante sell-indulgence of the
most dangerous sort. Having gone
through the Gloria Paini of ‘Bum. Baby,
Bumn’, we now come (o the Gloria in
Excelsis of ‘Bomb. Baby, Bomb'. I know
not the stuff of which some revelutions
are made, but this. 1 am certain. is not
some of 1. Perhaps this revolution. for
one. is having its counter-revolution
even before it s fairly out of the
starting hlocks?

The bitter truth of the matler o thal
the new left, afier all this tinie \ague
catchall as it is of admimble and nal-
quite-admirable causes, is nul disloguing
with the people it must reach if ever il
is to become more than a disputations
club-house plotting weekend sortics (0
lay waste a bank here, a college there.
& computer factory clsewhepe—soriics
interleaved, to be sure, with periodic
constructive demopstrations. Communt-
cation by terror, threat or gore is macabre
monologue, and ‘All power to the
people” is, after all, but a slogan, how-
cver great-hearted, but the ege-lobbing.
chair-busting high school students throal-
ing cven 30 noble o slogunh.ns lherz
goose-sicp over ¢ and things—a
these students lh:‘;“5 :r':cious life-blood of
the revolutionary wave of the future?
Are these the principled vestal comrades
to bowl over the capit-list-irnpcnnhst-
bourgeois-racist forces of prejudice. emo-
tionalism. hatred and irrationality? Or
arc these callow plungers in a floating
crap game shooting with loaded dice—
and never making their point?

And in the midst of all this blur and
turmoil, how difficult it somelimes is (o
sidestep the vortex long enough to recall
that many of theso same youngsters have
also participated in gnti-war demonstim-
tions, in marches on City Hall and
Washington and what-have-you, in
moratoria and prolests against the draft;
in petitioning, picketiog and fund-raising
on behall of the incredibly exploited
grape-workers of California. The list is
long. the list is noble, but the next in«
discriminate bombing of IBM'’s cxceutive
toilet will demolish, equally with the
plumbing, the already fragile recollec-
tion of these nohle performances. For
these bombings, in the final analysis,
smear all the new, newer and newest left
with thc same black brush. and such
wholesale staining cannot but cruelly
disserve their cause as well as mutilate
history. As I write this, incidentally (it
may be dilferent tomorrow), there hns
been no bloodshed directly attributable
to the bombings of the esiablishment’s
showplaces. Such exquisite good for-
tune, however, may.not continue in-

-definitely: when the run of luck chanpes

s0 too will the natiopal climate. with
another MoCarthy ice-age, and wornse,
certainly not beyond possibility  [Esven
history's dustbin is a polluter these days!

The trouble is simply that the cnemy
of the new left. notwithstanding the
Iatler’s persisicnt protest to the contrary,
i$ nol the establishment as it knows and
defines it. bul the vast gelatinoid middle
class that supports this ‘establishment’
and complctely identifies with it And
these arc the worthies, when events at
last catapult them off their asses and
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BASQUES IN ENGLAND

CALL TO the attention of all Anar-

chists and others the case of Juan
Echebarria, incarcerated in Bnixton in
December 1969 and sull inside, awailing
trinl for throwing a pelrol bomb at
the Spanish Embassy. | reproduce a
statement from the Spanish Workers'
Defence Committes, which has not lost
very much wn the (ransiation, because
it was pretty weak anyway. (The
Spanish Workers' Defence Committee
is an organisation in England, and they
are one of the organisations really in-
terested in this case.)

‘According to the allegations of the
British police, on the night of Decem-
ber 27, 1969, two Basque youths ihrew
two bottles of inflammable liquid at the
Spanish Embassy in London (situated
in Belgrave Square) which did not ex-
plode and for that reason caused no
harm to person or property.

The two Basque youths are accused
of intent to s&1 on fire to an inhabited
dwelling, and also with assault on police.
These seem to be the facts, according
to the police. The couris have refused
On siX successive o¢casions to  prant
the accused bail pending Lrial,

Let us give our atiention to some
facts which may be relevant to the
events of the night of the 27th.

The Francoist Spanish Goverament
has, of recent Lmes, cscalated the
ferocious oppression which it has directed
against the Basque people for years
now, and padicularly the militants of
the patriotic and progressive Basque
movement.

The year of 69 has been one cspecially
characterized by the successive cruelties.
Let us not detail the hundreds of jailings
and deporiations directed indiscriminately
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against the gencral Dasque people, not
just against the men that Francoism
considers more radical.

We want. as a matter of priority. to
call attention to the multiple murders
committed, “murders” because in no
othér manner can one describe the sen-
tences passcd by thosc tragic farces that
are the Military Tribunals in Spain. One
of these crimes has been the senlence
of death passed on Tomin Arrizabalga.
One supposes that Arrizabalga is only
a drop in the sca of blood into which
Francoist obslinacy seems prepared to
turn the Basque couatry.

We hope that these lines will show
the background in Spain against which
there have been numerous protests,

We cannot avoid menlioning the fascist
terror in Spain which jis intimately re-
lated to the events of December 27, and
any attempt to separate the two would
be grievously mistaken.

One of the accused, Juan Echebarria
(20 ycars old), who is in a Remand
Centre in Ashford for those below 21
years of age, is in a very delicate
situation. He has previously been
charged with his political activities in
Spain, which the Francoist Government
regards as criminal offences (ns opposed
to political) and for which a sentence
of death is possible.

He ecscaped sccreily from Spain last
summer, and came to England where
he asked for political asylum, which was
denicd. The Spanish authorities bave
asked for his cxtradition, and thero are
sirong fears that they will bring strong
pressures to bear on the British Govern-
ment so that he will be delivered into
their hands.

Both his actions in Spain and his
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protest at the Spanish Embassy have
been because of the plight of his people
under an undemocratic militanist Govern-
ment.

We have to cnsure that the exim-
dition order be refused and that he
be allowed to go to the couniry of his
choice when his legal involvement here
is over.

All the pressures and channels that
can be employed to help this young
Bnsque arc nceded, ond will be not
merely a show of solidarity with one
person, but also with a people who
strugglc on under some of the most
difficult conditions existing in Europe.’

Some of you may not know that in
Spain more ‘cnimcs’ are punishable by
death than have been here cven some
time before the death penalty was abol-
ished (with exceptions). Foremost among
these “crimes’ are, of course, the political
ones.

The sintement does not mention that
al the young man's committal proceed-
ings, an officer of the Spanish Embassy
told the court that Echebarria bhad
cscaped from his trial in Spain, and that
he was wanled there.

They may of course not even consider
granting permission for his extradition,
but we should be prepared to make
thiogs as awkward as possible for the
abthoritics if thoy show any signs of
yiclding to such a request. This is not
something oul of which to make political
capital, it is no exaggeration to say
that » man's life may well be nt siake
Even if no death sentence is passed on
him in Spaio, a savage term of imprison-
ment is practically a certainty—just look
nt some fairly recent examples of Spanish
justice!

I ask you to do what you can
through conventlonal channcls for the
moment, but if they decide to hand him
over, then when the word goes out, be

prepared to register your feelings on
the strecls, Buzz

into the arena. whe will 1 repeat. de-
mand to he counted among the friends
of IBM. not of the Chicago 7. The
Chicago 7 could have struck o resound-
ing blow for their cause—and agalns
judicial bareatry—had they ‘kept their
cool’. To have done so not only would
nol have jeopardized their case, it would
hove won quick rapport with—and un-
covered the broad support of—many
Americans who have long becn dis-
enchanted with n vindictive, venal judi-
ciary, and have longer been disabused of
the legend of the American court system’s
ceven-handed justice avnilable 10 all at
every comer tribunal. Instead, the
Chicago 7 made a circus of the ¢court-
room and a shambles of the procecdings.
To bec sure, they also rubbed the presid-
ing judge’s nose in it: for them he was
almost too casy a mark—I would only
add that those who chortled with the
Chicago 7, were firmly in the defendents’
comer long before the festivitics began;
there were—and still arc—all the others—

What. then, of the new and newer left
in Amorica now? Viewed through red-
colored glasses, it is alive and well in
New York and elsewhere, and booming
and bombing; viewed through black-
tinted glasses. it appears an overly-
tolernted cabal of not-quile Amcricans.
I suppose the revolution is just around
the comer if you want it 1o be—and if
not. it isn't. What is palent, however,
is the accelerating balkanization of
Amernica; if such is the precursor to
revolution, there it is. A few fissures
here and there notwithstanding, the
system is far from cracking, and I should
be surprised indeed to Jeam that even
onc plantation overscer has taken to the
hills. America. after all, has always
operated within a loos¢ly defined arena
of allowable differences, and should such
differences heat up sufficiently 10 explode
into randem violence and destructivencss,

thal too o allowable—good violence,
hke the good fellow, knows its place.
Slowly, however, as crises pile on crises
and patience ebbs, the elbow-room pro-
grammed into allowable differences con-
tracts, and tomorrow some talk amnd
much behavior—today tolerated, if not
exactly admired—will be verboten, and
so it will go until one day. finally, the
ncw left's epithets could well become its
epitaphs . . .

And for us anarchists, pace the credits
gratuitously heaped upon us by cops and
bookish social psychologists alike, and
notwithstanding their aflirmation of the
existence of a huge aparchist network in
hot nightly operation in every precinct
of the United States— despile such
efMluvia of a dredging machine out of
doltishness or desperation now pressed
mio service after decades of disuse—
despite all these. | venture 1o su
that there are some things still left un-
done that need doing—and quite warrant
our addressing ourselves to. Far after
all, this is still o country where reputable
and sober historical and political ana-
lysts still dare ask aloud how it is that
we came (o be trapped in the Vietnam
quagmire in the first place, and whers
nit-picking resident White House sophists
still darc pontificate about American
neutrality in Laos—this is still a country
where to assert, in rebuttal, that it would
be more to the point to wonder, loud
and long. that Amenica has thus far
avoided a proliferation of Viethams and
Laoses, would be prima facie surety of
having gone daft—

But this 15 also a2 country where a
popular cartoonist, in one of his more
inspired sirips, has onc alert character
say, ‘We have mel the enemy—and they
is us!

Yes. there are indeed some things still
left undone that need doing—
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Scoltish Anarchists Meeting on Anti-

Election Tuctics at Mike Malet'’s,
138 Gt. Northern Road, Aberdeen.
May 2 and 3. Wrile for details.

“The Fighilng Mouse'. Projected Scottish
anarchist magazine. Writers, sellers,
and financc wanicd. Contact Ian S.
Sutherland, 8 Esslemont Avenue,
Aberdeen, AB2 4SL.

Liberins Christl. West London Christians
interested in discussing the theory
and practical implications of Chris.
tian Freedom wrile: Francis Simons,
Flat ). 86 Hereford Road, London.
w.o

York: We just heard of an offset litho
printing machine poing for £80. We
have monaged to contact a few of
our group (it being the middlc of
Easter vacation) and have pledges of
£40 as soon as next term’s gmants
come through (mid-April). Therefore
we are asking people to }oan us any-
thing over £5 for a period of 6
months on a personal surety [rom
onc of us. If we can get the machine
it will greatly facilitate the cheap
production of good, well-printed
leallets, with illustrations, We Anow
of no groups which actually own a
litho press, which is the kind which
is used on the ‘Dwarl’, ‘Socialist
Waorker’, etc. Plense help.

Ethlcal Socicty Meetings, Conway [Hall,
Red Lion Square, W.C.| (admission
free):

‘Inside Franco's Jails', Miguel Garcia
Garcia and Stuant Christie. Sunday,
April 12 ot 3 p.m.

‘New Frontiers in the Mind of Lewis
Mumford’, Pecter Cadogan, B.A.
Sunday, April 26 at |1 am.
‘Pcaceniks or Freedom Fighters',
Roger Moody and others. Sunday.
April 26 at 3 p.m.

A Reply to R. S. Peters.—A libertarian
slom on this guru of the trining
colleges will soon be ready. Possible
title: “Clay. Plants, Rats or Persons?
Any Iminee teachers please contact
Keith Paton, 21 Victorin Street, Bas-
ford, Stoke on Trent, if you want a
copy or think you may be willing to

push it in your situation, please.

Visktors to Ireland wekcome to the Island,
Comer Mernion Road and Nutloy
{ane, Dublin 4 (S acre Anacchist
Kibbulz).

Former Fulbam Anarchist Groop Mem-
bers and others will be welcome at
Freedom Hall on Wednesdays, 8 pm.
onwards — coffee and discussion —
from April 8.

Makhno & Durmnti Pamphlet, 9d. Order
copics. sale or retum, from Freedom
Press.

Ketlering. Demonstrate against Enoch
Powell's racinlist sickaess and local
capitalist collaboration at Wicksteed
Park on April 10 at 6.30 pm. (He is
speaking at Institute of Directors
Dianer.)

Sowth Afrdea Commission. Sponsored
Walk on Sunday. April 12. Funds
mised will go to the Medical Aid
Fund for medical supplies for
Liberation Movements in Southemn
Africa. Route starts northemn end
Tower Bridge, finishing southem side
RKew Bridge. Further information:
‘Walk®, 372 West Bames Lane, New
Malden. Surrey. Tel. 01-398 1354,

Polyendry Study Group Report. ‘Two
Men Sharing One Wife', 60 pages,
price 6/6 including postage, [rom
P. Pawlowski, 26 Elmbourne Road,
London, S.W.17.

Anarchist agswer (0 the CP's ‘Ultm
Leftism in Britain' and other pseudo-
leftists (pamphlet). Laurens Otter,
35 Natal Road, CR4 8QH.

Maachester Anti-Electioa Campalge. Bill
West, 16 Northern Grove, West
Didsbury, Manchester 20. Meetings
overy Wednesday.

Tory Five Polat Fascism Electioneering.
We must start our work now—pm-
paration for printed leaflets and
posters for a nationwide factory gate
campaign—moncy and ideas needed
—Interested? Contact LSF., ¢/o
Keith Nathan, Vanbrugh College,
Heslinglon. York.

York Group Need Speakers. Expenses
and accommodation armanged. Write
R. Atkins, Vanbrugh College, Hes-
lington. York.

Every Tuesday Evening at Freedom Hall
Informal discussion / ontertainment /
chess evenings. Small musical in-
struments and pocket chess scts wel-
comed. Refreshments. From 7 pm.
admission 2/-. Proceeds to Press
Fund. All Welcome.

Urgent. Help fold and dispatch FREEDOM
overy Thursday (rom 4 p.m. onwards,
Tea served.

Malatests Poster Screen Printed. 7/6 (inc.
post) from Freedom Bookshop.
Schools Anarchist Groop in Gloucester-
shire? Contact Kate & Joe, 3 Withy
Lea, Leonard Stanly, nr. Stonshouse,

GLI10 3NS, Glos.



