
To Solve the ‘Crisis of Democracy’-

It Must be 
Anarchism
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OSERT KENNEDY in ho deaih 
eCcctfiJ whai be cooki have never 

tx  o  brv lift He ecibted frorn bciftf 
jv.'-.tK^an to being \a tn trsfu a  Nis 
;!u w i have seen qutliiio m him 

fc-ĉ  tKXoivraiy Ik I iqs from ihrs 
.\igvd a rK «  ccf*r of h» dder hec*ber. 

Kc^xv\ E \ta the sordid kitchcn- 
i<M.vuuitoc vas a carboa cop) K  

cv'?M%: oi the Dattas kill^g. 
Rv'N:r; Kctoexl\$ hfc and career. coft- 

^x^-rK ldoi coouadKtory. nstb- 
* x  'pCx'#TC»ive‘ in rum. fives the 

U i~> rrrfrouxa that be wat w w - 
fw11 Ac xai his ivataM iion «cs

CULM V \  OF VIOLENCE
rv ha*, been much talk of ibe special 

jctt > rolioce o f  gun h « v  of the 
a' rr.'cc-raro of the US to \*oJenoc 
— Wcvbeidiy roonunj *ben the 
. . *-? u : a l  moondiag came (hrocgh. 

:-pi£e news m the C mmifim 
 ̂ -irtx-vcak Israeli attack oo a 
-« rx L31:3f ?0 people usd  uijuj-

f  i-v; • harrowing scenes

- the week we had been created 
of the bcaiing-cp of sttaJcnLs 

ibe French potase in a special ‘coacco- 
ion oa=p* and of the death of six 
l:rc  ^  Yrrtnaraese from a  rocket 
ok S  j  l"S bdk-optcr tooe or the 

v.iJ been prvxr.ioeniK photo- 
pfvJ rve& * before in the act of cold- 
daily jhvs.'tir.g a bound NLF soWier).

- oeH a fraction of the \k 4 eax *  
wvcurred that week, moch of it was 

Jsscd the p x a tc r  part was 'ofbcial*.
•N iolcncv tr. modern society is not 

a  either f:k.«r a freak thucdcntocm. but it 
i\ :hc o.\-.:ir.uo«s dimate of our esmetace. 
Vrolcnce i '  usually cchr coodemaed when 
u  n  pnvaar enterprise or retail Vtoletwe 
t\ cordecsned »bcu it is explicit, oof 
whcr. t: 15 impi*cn as in capitalism and 
the Weapons are only condemned
mhen they are coocoied. when displayed 
they arc 'military* mighT. *a guarantee 
of peace* oc 'law and order'

RoSen Kennedy was horn oo the s*de 
of those »bo*e violence ts most vigorous 
tc defence of pro p irn  and maintenance 
of Ok jx jtu  qmo. Hit ancestor! had 
come froo  Ireland and by saloon-politics 
Khi maned into the political power of 
Bos:oa In those unashamedly* comipc 
icaa it *15 fio< unknown for a 'repeater’ 

to vote ooe hundred and eight t i t m  for 
hrs e»pio>rO.

Joseph Kennedy senior (Robert and 
le&ns faihcr) made his considerable for* 
tune in property deals, in  the cinema 
tndotxy and by coroenng stocks of 
lienor when be knew that prohibition was 
c o i a j  For donations to Roosevelt's 
port} fends he was rewarded with an 
Ambussadonhip to London. This (in 

m-Xi not what he realty wanted. 
He made himself unpopular in Fa|hm< 
bv Coubticf her ability to survive the 
mar

He baoked a policy o f  appeasement and

Kennedy Junior% named after hit brother. 
This mas obviously oo coincidental 
appointment Robert Kennedy *pent the 
last months of the mar scraping and 
pain tin t the ship.

After the war. Robert Kennedy gra
duated from law school to a government
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ART FOLO there is a crisis 
of democracy And no wonder 

For democracy failed to deliver 
ihe coods for mankind—the material 
goods a> wvll a5 the social goods. 
The much-vaunted prosperity o f the 
West has always been a prosperity 
for sohie at the expense of the many: 
the so-called socialism of the East 
has- turned out to be no more than 
a variation - on the same theme— 
power for some at the expense of 
the many.

If the purpose of government is 
to provide the greatest good for the 
greatest number, then even by its 
own standard government has failed. 
Socialism. Communism. Fascism, 
like Democracy, can survive only 
by the slavery of the greatest number 
that will tolerate it. Government 
equals the greatest suppression of
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ELECTIONS PROVIDE

a remark uo 1940 that ‘Oroocracy b ^ to m m u n is ts . wvh

NO ANSWER
HpHE PREDICTED RETURN to work 

of French workers, after the Whitsun 
holiday, did not take place. Instead 
workers have stuck to their claims 
and only returned a*ben they have been 
satisfied. However, the trend neverthe
less a  back to work.

This of course is essentia] if the forth
coming genera] election is to be held. 
With this end in view, both the Gaullist 
government, its supporters and all the 
Left opposition parties, including the

hn-.shctJ tn Eegiand* ltd  to hts withdrawal 
from Loodcn but his hopes of a 
Presidential nommatioc did nc* material
ise and he wems to hare passed on his 
poh:»cal unbttioos to his sons. Joe J r . 
John F.. and Robert.

Joe was m fact the one packed out 
for pohncal glory* and Joseph Kennedy 
was v.'m cahn of an authoritarian family 
man. it was oalv wben Joe Kennedy * s i  
kiQed on actrve service that the mantle of 
fwitucs fell on John F. John F. had 
rr'canwhilc graduated a*ith a thesis on 
•Appfastmeni at Munidi* Later he 
wrote a book called w hy Enjimtd Slept.

Robert Kenned>* entered the na>yr as a 
aecood d a s  ******** aboard the Jajtpk P.

to see a  return to 
normality. But this rcluctance on the 
pan of many workers to resume work 
ind icates that the unions do not have 
such a strong boid on th«T>

The Communists, aa the strongest 
party oo the Left, with the CGT as 
the biggest union, were always frightened 
of being outflanked on their Left They 
did everything possible to contain the 
revolutionary wave that began with the 
students and quickly gained support 
amongst workers.

De Gaulle's trump card was elections 
and from then onwards workers have 
been divided up. each taking part i n _ri
their separaie negotiations on wages an d *  trol of the factory. The riot police 
cnodirioai- The Communist Party was. Cottffaned on page 4

at all times, scared stiff of two things 
Firstly, of being overtaken by the revo
lutionary* Left and. because of this, 
secondly, of losing its own membership 
and supporters Then, of course, it 
was not willing to go all the way in a 
bead-on clash with the State.

General dc Gaulle's speech announcing 
the elections proved to be the turning 
point. Many of the workers who have 
not resumed work have increased the 
demands. Obviously, both the Govern
ment and employers want a quick 
resumption, but are reluctant to meet 
these increased demands. At the time 
of writing, metal workers, dockers, tea
men. some sections of the building 
industry and those in the motor industry* 
are stiU on strike.
POLICE MOVE ON REN AULTS

At the Renault factory at Flint, some 
23 mfles north west of Paris, a  thousand 
police took over the factory in a dawn 
n*id. A sparsely manned picket line
offered no resistance and those inside 
left quietly. However, in the afternoon 
of the following day, workers, with the 
«wpport of students, tried to regain con*

the greatest number, it i> itself the 
greatest failure of mankind.

Democrats is. we suppose, the 
highest form of government that 
has yet been evolved. If we reject 
any form of despotism or totali
tarianism—and any sane person with 
any concept of what human beings 
need to grow, to develop, to realise 
themselves, must reject it—then de
mocracy is the best form of govern
ment we have. And it is just not 
good enough.

It is not good enough am ply be
cause it is only a variation on the 
theme of government. It is des
potism disguised by a system of 
'checks and balances* to give us an 
illusion o f havinc a say in our own 
lives. But it is only an illusion, for 
in fact wc have nothing of the kind, 
wt are subjected to a cunning 
of conjuring tricks by master illu- 
sionists who express their contempt 
for us hv allowing us to oppose them 
openlv in a wide variety of ways— 
for as lone as we are ineffectual. 
Democracy provides ‘proper res
pectable*. ‘constitutional channels 
for opposition—why. there is even 
an Oflicial Opposition!

A ll of which adds up to no 
opposition at all because all that is 
otfercd is the means to change the 
personnel at the top And while 
there are people at the <°P~' c : 
while there is i ^ c r n m c n t - b a c k e d  
up, a -  TVp People always are by 
the violent appara tus  of the State, 
there is no fundamental ditlerence 
between systems of government.

POLITICS »
Two-party systems provide no al

ternative to  one-party dictatorships. 
Even assuming differences in poli
tical parties, once they arc in power 
with majorities, they become one- 
party governments, with the ten
dency towards effective dictatorship, 
w ith’government by decree, regula
tion or committee being merely rati
fied. bv Parliamentary majority. Wc 
arc stuck with them for their term 
of office—and then offered the great 
opportunity to replace, them with 
the other lot who will carry' on where 
they left off! *

For in fact, just as in the eco
nomic sphere the tendency towards 
monopoly eliminates competition, so  
in the political field the tendency 
is towards consensus politics—the 
broad agreement between parties oh 
how best to govern the people, to 
run the capitalist economy, to main
tain the iltusions.

Who can explain for us any real 
differences between Democrat and 
Republican in America, between 
Christian- and Social-Democrat in 
Germany, between Labour and Con- 
bcrvalivc here? What fundarncnial 
difference is there between De 
Gaulle's regime in France, the regime 
of the Colonels in Greece, that of 
Franco in Spain, or the variations on 
Stalinism practised by the Commu
nist countries? #
- All arc authoritarian, differing in 

degree onlv. The secure govern
ments allow a greater degree of lati
tude to their subjects, the insecure 
governments are too afraid to allow  
anv measure o f liberty at all. All 
govern by a mixture of deceit and 
force. When deceit fails and the 
people see through it and protest, the 
violent institutions of the State bash 
them back into submission.

In every country and under every 
retime the ordinary people are de
prived of dignity and. in varying 
decrees, of material w ellbeing. 
Every' government, every State, can 
exist only through the organised and 
consistent robbery o f its sub)ccls by 
taxation, and the organised and con

sistent br.iin-wavhme which pusses 
for education

There must be an alternative to  
this miserable set of alternatives 
which are no alternatives at all. And 
there is. It is to break with the 
concept of government altiveethcr. 
and to think in terms <»f human 
societies becoming self-governing 
communities. For many people, the 
crisis of democracy can be resolved 
only by going in the direction o f  
more government — of resolving the 
apparent indecisions of ‘liberal* par
liamentarism by a 'strong* govern
ment In a word, by dictatorship

For a n a rch is ts  th is  a rg u m e n t  is 
laughable It is like offering to cure 
your patient of catarrh by injecting 
him with pneumonia. If we have 
learned anything from the lessons 
of this century, with its massive and 
tragic experiments in varying forms 
of government, it is thai dictatorship, 
whether o f the Right or Left, can 
be nothing but a cruel perversion of 
human society, crushing individual 
dignity and social initiative alike.

ANARCHISM  TH E ONLY  
A LTER N A TIV E

If the answer does not lie in 
more government, can wc hav.* lj<s? 
Where is the government tha» 
prepared to relinquish any o f its 
powers'* Democracies everywhere 
are putting more and more power 
into the hands of their bureaucrats, 
while dictatorships—including those 
of the proletariat*—show nothing 
more clearly than their determina
tion to survive. The Leninist myth 
o f  ‘the withering away o f the State’ 
remains a myth.w

The answer docs not lie in more 
government or less—but in nonel 
This is why anarchism—the only 
social philosophy which asserts the 
concept of no government as a 
means, as an immediate aim and 
the long-term end— this is why 
anarchism presents the only alterna
tive to the crisis o f  democracy and 
its attendant threat o f  dictatorship.

This is why the present student 
revolt in so  many countries is so  
encouraging. Whether they caff 
themselves anarchists or not. the 
students arc acting anarchistically 
since they arc taking direct action 
in order to take their freedom. They  
arc not crawling to their authorities 
and begging please to be taken 
notice of: they are not asking for 
something to be done for them—  
they arc taking the control o f their 
immediate environments out o f  the 
hands o f their immediate authorities. 
They are establishing workers’ con
trol in the only way it is possible 
to do so—by taking control. Tt is 
as simple as that, when it com es 
down to it.

The politicos among the students 
should take note that this is hap
pening in countries with a so-called  
variety o f  regimes. N ot only does 
this happen in Catholic and authori-
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L 'na tio ird  from  p a te  I 
appointment uhcrv  he i .n c h g a tc d  d.s- 
lo \a liv  in government scimcc. including 
ibe ca^c of Owen Lattimore. and vanous  
homosexual suspects Became of his 
work in this field. Senator Joseph 
McCarthy of Wisconsin picked him  to 
assist the Senator in h il  cam paign to 
•clean the communists out of government’
In February. 1950. M cCarthy m ade his 
fam ous spccch. *1 have here in my hand 
a list of 254 known members o f the C om 
munist Party in Government employ*.

This was the beginning of M cC arthy’s 
witch-hunt and reign of Ic u o r  until, in 
1954. he went too far. and questioned 
the loyally of the arm y com m anders 
Robert Kennedy had the decency (or 
good «.cnvc) to leave M cCarthy’s scrvicc 
in 1953 but he left tin good terms and 
neither of ihc Kennedy brothers liaxc 
been known to  cnticisc M cC arthy’s ac
tions. McCarthy was a friend of Joseph 
Kennedy senior and John F. Kennedy, 
declining to  condemn M cCarthy, said. 
'D o they want me to  commit hari-kari?’ 
BRO TH ERS IN  O FFIC E 

On John F Kcrtin*il\'\ election to lhe 
Presidency in I9A0. he denied he was 
going i.i appoint Robert as Attorney- 
General. Subsequently he did so and 
denied (his was 'nepotism* because Robert 
was the best m an for the job

Robert was known in the family as a 
*cop’ and the Tuthlcssncss necessary to 
the Attorney-General's ollicc svns dis

played by h im  on many occasions He 
has neser been able to  deny that he 
authorised n phone-lnp on M artin  I uther 
K ing 's phone. Also in spite o f pie- 
tensions of support f o r ^ v i l  rights move
ment*. he counselled restraint for even 
the mildest moves of M artin  L uther King.

One suspects that during Ihc cpoch of 
John  F. Kennedy *s President and Robert 
Kennedy as Attorney-General, John 
passed a great deal of the dirty  work lo 
his brother, which cnahfed John to keep 
u p  a ‘liberal’ front: at the same time 
Robert was able to excuse all the tricks 
he had to resort lo by th inking he was 
a fte r  all only obeying hi* b ro ther’s orders 
and 'b lood is thicker than water*

When John Kennedy took ofTicc he 
inherited, without any dem ur, Eisen
hower's project for the invasion of Cuba 
by C uban  exiles. Kennedy was elected 
in November. 1%0. On January  3, 1961, 
Eisenhower severed diplom atic relations 
svith Cuba. On January  20, John P. 
Kennedy took ofTicc. On April 12. with 
absolute truth but with intent to  deceive, 
Kennedy ruled out, under any condition, 
;m intervention in Cuba by the US armed 
forces*

This noi only deceived the United 
N ations Ambassador. Adlai Stevenson, 
who denied any US intcrscntion in the 
abortive invasion when it happened on 
April 15, but also deceived the C uban 
exiles who believed they would have 
US air-cover for their ill-fated expedition
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Continued fm m  pajic I
tarinn Fr.incc and Spain, in ‘per
missive* and dem ocratic Britain and 
A m crica. but it is a lso  happening in 
C om m unist Poland and Y ugoslavia.

T h e  latter country is o f  course  
one o f the favourites o f the ‘N ew  
L c ff  type o f socialist w ho refers to  
the degree o f  ‘workers’ control’ prac
tised in T ito 's State w ith approval. 
W e now  sec that in order lo  get 
workers’ control in the universities, 
the Y ugoslav students have to re- 
sorl io exactly  the  sam e tactics as 
those in the capitalist d en i iv rac ic s  
an d  fascist police states.

M ust w c w ait for a student revolt 
in Cuba before the ‘N ew  L c f f  will 
realise lhat a governm ent is a 
governm ent is a Government?

A ll around the world therefore, 
the students are show ing the rest o f  
society the sim ple truths o f anar
chism : if von want your freedom  
you have to  lak e  it for yourself If

you warn to run vour own life• m
with dignity and a concept o f  self- 
realisation within a society o f  your 
own creation— then you sim ply  
have to set out to  create it yourself.

N o authority, no governm ent will 
meet your needs. Not even your  
material needs, since governm ent 
must be a parasite on the econom ic  
productivity o f society. Still less  
your social needs. Freedom  is 
never given: it has to  be taken.

T he way out o f the crisis of 
d e m o c r a c y  th e n ,  is t h r o u g h  ihc* p r a c 
tise o f still m ore direel action, still 
stronger rejection o f  tb e illusions o f  
governm ent, still more determ ination  
to  seize control o f  our own lives to  
run them for our own benefit, n o t  
for the profit or power o f  the few.

T he only alternative that breaks 
out o f ihc authoritarian trap is ihe  
libertarian one— it has go i lo  be 
anarchism!

P S .

R u b en 's  (Inti n « k  in »U th l i  » » •  } °  
negotiate a deal w ith the C ubans  fo r the 
exchange o f  these C uban  e x  H e -prisoners 
fo r medical supplies T h is  he  d id , even 
showing a handsom e profit in tax allow* 
ances to  the medical supply firm*.

In October, 1962, it w ai discovered lliat 
Ihc Soviet U nion was establishing rrm*«lc 
sites on C uban  soil. Kennedy staged an 
•eycball-to-cycbair confron ta tion  and 
somebody backed dow n—cach claim ed it 
was the other, so honour was satisfied 
all round. In January , 1963, A m crica 
withdrew her missile bases f r o m  Turkey. 
This had been one o f  Ihc Soviet's de
mands at ihc tim e o f  the C uba  incident, 
but Amcrica said she was going to  w ith 
draw them anyhow. W hy then  the 
'eyeball-to-cyebair confron ta tion?  One 
can only conclude lhat ihe three Ks had 
stage-managed a show again.

C IV IL  R IG H T S  O R  STA T E 'S  K l e i n 'S
The chief field in which the Kcnncdys 

are given crcdit hy those who see them  as 
liberals is that of civil rights. The two 
acts in th is field were passed in  1957, 
before Kennedy was President, and in 
June. 1964, after Kennedy’s assassination, 
ihc Inner * a i  an acl of piety in m em ory 
of John F. Kennedy. The enforcement 
o f the 1957 net v.a% carried out by Robert 
Kennedy as Attorney-General, but he 
only acted in those areas where the civil 
rights movement dem onstrated and much 
of his activity was concerned with en
forcing the rights o f the government as 
opposed to the ‘Stale's rights* rather than 
a concern for ihc rights o f the individual.

The Kcnncdys, politicians as  they 
were, highly intelligent as they were, 
recognised the technological and ccono- 
nomic inevitability o f ihc recognition of 
civil rights for the negro. Dirkscn. one 
o f Ihc senators who helped the 1964 
Civil Rights Act on to the statute book, 
sa id—quoting V ictor H ugo—‘N o  army 
can withstand the strength o f  an idea 
whose lime has come' A progressive 
’liberal' politician is one who can rccog- 
nisc the inevitable and make it law. 
Almost a statesman in fact.

The sad saga o f the Kcnncdys went on 
until the Dallas assassination. Robert 
Kennedy was disappointed in his am b i
tion to be Vice-President. He bided 
his tim e and did not declare himself on 
the Vietnam war or his future political 
.imhiiionb until ihc Vietnam war started 
lo go hadly for the Americans. * Robert 
then said, ambiguously as ever, he would 
end it. He reserved his position on 
Presidential candidature until he saw 
Eugene M cCarthy was making progress 
on an 'anti-war’ platform  with the 
younger s'oters. Kennedy thereupon stole 
his platform and entered the fray. M ean
while, back at ihc ranch. L n  J. had p ro 
duced out of his Stetson peace talks m 
Paris, and seemed lo have stolen both 
platforms. Into th is political maze camc

S lrh an  Ofih.rm S lr tun , .  In rd .n i . , ,  « 
a s tranger In a  world he neve, , A ,,l>.

Bobby Kennedy, a ,  
w ith the Kcnncdys and all Dol[!u ,° l»> 
courted  all m inority  g ro u p in g  i .  ,,IK. 
to  negroes o f  civil rlghu, in l u r  tpo5lt 
p i , / a  and to  the Jews n f n u h i i r v ' ° f 
Israel. U nfortunately , as Q New v  ?u 
politic ian  once said, ihe Arab v , *
New Y ork is infinitesimal ,n

S irhan  Bishara Slrhan vuicd . 
trigger finger. ,,h

Jack Rohinvjs

TORONTO 
ACTIVITY
T H E R E  H A S N O T  been an anarch,u 

o r  libertarian  g roup  in existence ,n 
T o ro n to ,  tho citadel o f puritanism \ir<c 
the 1930s. Even then the group cor, 
sisted solely o f  Italian and Sp.mi%h 
com rades w ith no represeniaiion frr.m 
the A nglo-Saxon inhabitants o f this city

T h e  T o ro n to  A narchist Group 
form ed in F eb ru a ry  196* wirh thp 
in tention  of publishing and circulating 
anarch is t op in ions, and hopefutlv to 
undertake  direct ac tion  where necessary

T h e  first appearance  o f the T oronto  
anarch ists  was on an  anti-V ietnam  war 
dem onstra tion  which attrac ted  31**1 
pie, a large n u m b er  by T o ro n to  s tan 
dard*. O n this m arch  wc distributed 
*  rep rin t o f the F r e e d o m  article 'Victoi 
to N ational L iberal F ro n t’ which wa 
well-received by dem onstra to rs

O n S atu rday . M ay 18. we held 
poster p arade  at the  French Consnlat 
in dow ntow n T o ro n to  in support 
o u r  F rench com rades. A larger dem o 
stration is p lanned , together w ith oih 
left w ing g roups  at the C onsulate  
M ay 25. T h e  poster p a rad e  mi 1 
l£ ih  saw  the black and red flag 
the streets o f T o ro n to  fo r the t i r 't  ti 
since the ’30s.

Individuals in the g ro u p  h a \c  b 
active in helping young Am erican d 
dodgers an d  deserters en ter and sc 
down in their new hom eland

W c have just produced the first 
o f the Libertarian, an d  hope l o  c o n t i  
it on  a  m onthly  basis

At present wc have about o ik  do; 
supporters, but hope to  a t t r a c t  a y r c a  
num ber, as wc know  th e  c l im a te  
opinion in T o ro n to ,  as  in m a n y  o r  
parts  o f  the  w orld , is b e c o m in g  
creasingly receptive to  anarchisi ideas

W ith luck you should  be hearing  
lot m ore o f  the T o ro n to  A narch  
G roup.
117 Toryork Drive, S tc v £  Bakr-i 
Weston. Ontario. (T o ron to  
Canada A narch ist G ro u p

The first issue o f the ’Libertarian ho  
just reached us W e warmly curttmen  
it to all our readers in N orth  Am erica.

— E 01 lORS.

Anarchist Federation of Britain
Gcoer*! citquirir* >liou;J be %<nl Vo ihr t or.Jon Federation 
c^ o  F ic c J o m  l*rc'». W lin cw lu fx l  11 iv1 > Mrcvt 
London. 1 . 1

EAST LONDON ANAHCHIST CROUP. Ai Ron
EUiley’i ,  12* tlmmauli Ko*d. LcytansUmc, Lon
d o n . E .H . LEY 8059.
LEW ISH AM . C ontact M ike M&let. 61B Gran- 
v i l e  Park. Lcwitham . London, S.E tJ. Phone. 
01-152 SH7V
BALING ANAKCtllST CKOUP. Gc< iolo 
touch with K to  King. M N on food  Ro»d. 
Soutiiftll,
FINCH'S (P O V T O IIL L O  RO AD) ANARCHIST  
G R O U P. Coniacl Pamela Peaice. 271 Honuhelto 
Road. W  II Meeimg^ e v « y  Wednesday evening 
■t Finch's
S.W . LONDON LIBERTARIANS. Contact. 14 
Q n p lu a i Court. K in i'i Avenue (Acre l.ane end), S yv 4
WEST IIAM  ANARCHISTS. C<miao Mephen 
H iijp . WfMbury Road, l o r o t  G ale. I oitdori, 
E.7T Re*tilai m eeim g\ and actitm c* W ednes
day?. i . y y  p.m .

OFF-CENTRE LONDON 
DISCUSSION MEETINGS

S'iMfO or I mi Deane, Juliri. W o t M ikh*. Wim- 
bofne. Dorvct tl rm jn u n  JShH) 
o t  T im  Deane. Julici. West Moor*. W .mborne. 
Dorset (Ferndown 55SH)
BRISTOL ANARCH ISTS. ConLad Susie Foher

15 l f ‘eP *raBon. Bristol. I 
CROYDO N and area Libertarian* alternate 
F r i d m l f M '  April 26. J5 N a u l Road. TlioTDlon 
Heath. Croydon
EDCWARF. p e a c e  ACTION C R O U P. Contact: 
Metvyn l^ in n . M Edfwarebury Laos, Erffwaie,M iuuji
HERTS. Contact either Stuart Mitchell at South 
View. Pot tan  Heath Larve. P o n » n  Heath. 
W elwyn. H eru  OR Jeff C J d v « .  *6 Huchaodoa 
Road ManhaU«rick. St Albaru. Herts 
IPSWICH ANARCHISTS. Contact Neil Dean. 74 
Cemetery Road, Ipawtcb. Suffolk 
^ULBURN, LONDON. Contact Andrew Dewmr, 

1 ‘IT1 Mousc‘ M*lv<rn Place. tj>ndoo. IM.W 6 M c d m p  S p.ru every Tuesday 
LEICESTER P H O iE C f. Pcolcc I ibcrtiriuo 

d«b*ic E v tiy  W 'tdnm Aiv  t !  8 p m 
m a L J m 6 C ro crm . King S u m i, L ck d tcr
c S J S ^  a n a r c h i s t  g r o u p .

J  Street. R ^ b ,
I;very W c J n H a y  al lack  Hobifi%oaat  NUry O E r iN C T O N ^ N  
C an in a-v  31 KUn.h..1d K .o d . S W «  tort King**

end ftiebardaon>rd Friday ot each month at t  p.m . at Donald  
and Irene R ow ita 'i. now at 13 Save m ake Road. 
L oodoo. N .W J .
3rd Friday o f  each month at I>ennU Fen‘». 31* 
SL PavU'a Road. Highbury C om er. N  I (above 
Rotmdabout Scll-Scrvlcc).

REGIONAL FEDERATIONS 
AND GROUPS
SCOTTISH ANARCHIST CONFERENCE i% to 
be held in Glasgow in late Juno, al the Trade* 
Council Club Group^ and individuals nlca\e con* 
lacl Aberdeen SW F Accomm odation mquirie% to  
Bobby Lynn. 16 Ko\» Street. Glavgow, C .l.  
ABERDEEN ANARCHISTS meet l i t  and 3rd 
Wednesday* o f month at M D ey 'i. M2 Walhar 
Road, 2nd and 4th Wednesday* at L i/ Smith*!. 
y  S ind air Road. Correa pocdervce to either addrcu  
ABERDEEN ANARCHIST FEDERATION fSWP 
local group. Folk Sang W orkthop and Committee 
o f  I0O, Co1l«ter Climbing Oub> ConUct lain 
M acDonald. 15 C ollon  Street. Aberdeen 
BEX LEV PEACE ACTION C R O U P. Enquiries 
lo  150 R?d*1 Drive. Uexleyhealh. Kenl 
BIRM INGHAM  LIBERTARIAN A N D  A N A R 
CHIST G R O U P. All anarchist*, syndicalliu . 
individuatitt*. etc . pleale contact C>rofl and 
Caroline Cliartlon. 92 Swindon Road, Hdgbailon, 
Birmingham 17 fnear Poriland Roadl N ole new 
a d d r o v
BOLTON. Gel in much » n h  I e* Smith. JOS 
R add iffc Road. lk»ttori
B O U R N EM O U TH  A N D  EAST D O R SET 
A N A R C H ISTS. Ple**e con tact Jolin M cC ain. 
65 N o rto n  R n*d, W inion , Itoornem outfi <B*m'lh

,u,y 21.6pm  
Alan Roca, 116 Delmont Ro*d. Beading. Berk*

ESSEX & EAST HERTS 
FEDERATION

s r s s s
Group Addrenc? —
BASILDON. M . Powell. 7 L in i« o f l ,  Baiildon. 

lilS IIO rS  STORTFORD. Vic Mount eEsstvfewe

KS i h . 1 A r c t ”  Min ” « » •

****** u “ d: hI!-

LOUCHTO N. Group c /o  Students* | j n ;nfl

Riod" 1- ,iith 
NORTH EAST ESSEX, Peter Newell. ‘M avbuth’ 
Maypole Road, liotrce. la ic i ,  Group meeti fln t

S f s f . * u j £ a  n,°° '
NORTH-WEST FEDERATION
Cl I OR LEY ANARCHIST C R O U P. Secrecjuy:

U i2 s °  lynCh' 6 ° ,r6eld  Terrace. Chorley.

H y j S S 0 0 1 * ANARCH IST PR O PA G A N D A  
A N D  •HIPPY' M OVEM ENT. Gwrxy

Uree 16 Faulkner Square. Liverpool, I  M etin g*
weekly Freedom' Salea— Pier Head. Samrday*.
Sunday*. F.vemngs
M a n c h e s t e r  a n a r c h i s t  g r o u p , secre
tary: y l l^ lan j  Slrcet. f allow field. M ancheste r. 14 
L \c ry  r u o d a s -  In fo rm al mcet.n** at Tom m y
I)u A «  , Ea*« Street i.rf! lu te  Street), k p m .
I > e rv  Saturday; F reed o m 1 and D a* vcTtme 
ouimJc ( cntral I ihiar>. 2 JiM In p m  
M E R SE Y S ID E  A N A R C H IS T  G R O U P . Contact 

i  ' 16 D evonshire  R oad . Liverpool 8. Mceiinrv l i \  suuj Jtd  T h u o d iy i o f  the m onth.

SUSSEX FEDERATION
Grimx*. and in Jm Ju iU  tnviicO to iuociat<  c»o 
1 ddic Piiulc.  ̂ TiUbury. l  inden Road. W hile- 
njnV. Hn^hcon
BRIGHTON & IIOVE A.XARCIII5T G R O U P.
Contact N «k  H ov h . R at ) . 2* O ifto n  Road. 
Hnjchlon. IINI iM N  Foet/v icadm ct. Pnh  
Market Hard, every Sunday 5 p m  Meeting* 

'lur' jAy- Comhinfction. 76 W o t Slrcet.

SUSSEX u n i v e r s i t y  a n a r c h i s t  g r o u p .
«Sre StiKlcm G iou p t \

WELSH
ANARCHIST FEDERATION
C A R D IFF ANARCH IST C R O U P . AH coerea. 
fc^ath^* Raym ond. 90 Albany Road.
M ERTHYR TYDFIL ANARCHIST C R O U P.
Correspondence to J lu w  Rowlands. 16 CromweU 
Street. Methyr TydHI
SW ANSEA ANARCH IST C R O U P. ConUct

I!-1 M ,nB Edwmrd*» Brynmill,Sw ih k j  NScekly roeciings. Freedorn' t t le i  and 
action pro)ect«
LLANELLIi Contact l>ai W alker. 6 Llwuynnendv 
R oed. Llanelli. Carm Tel lla n e il” 234« X T

STUDENT BR0UPS
EAST ANGLIA UNIVERSITY C R O U P  CAuax-

° M"  Kln“‘ 2,9 

s S % ^ » v s S ? r- S S 2 r « * J 2 r e
V s ?  A i u n c h in x .
I n L i  e  K .,ST/  C R O U P, e /n  Student U nion, i^nmion School o f  Fconomlca, Houghton Street.

O XFO RD ANARCHIST C R O U P . Contact Sieve 
Trinity C o lle y  

SIIEPF1ELD UNIVERSITY C R O U P. Contact
c;,> Sltidcnu* U nion. ShaHtc/d. 

SOUTHWARK COLLEGE IN«» I Ibertarian 
LfSjyL Contact Dave U ifgi. Room  T/7.
SU S SE X  U N IV E R S IT Y  A N A R C H IS T S . F n r  
dclaits  ennLact F r a n e h  J a rm a n .  16 C h a r lo t te  
S liee l l!r tu ition. IIN3 I A G  llookatell y  

^ M o n d a y .  12-2 p,n> r a in i e r  H ouse  rout»lJ« IC R ) 
^ ^ n l t e tm p  F r id a y .  J u n e  14. 7 J O  p m . ,  at Un{*er*riy 

111 M eeting  H uuM  Uol> liarliTop o n  * J lie l> « l in e  
o f  th e  Social III Id ea l-

LIBERTARIAN TEACHERS' 
ASSOCIATION

C ontact Peter
N W 7 ^ o ^ i r e  R oad. M ill H ill. I ond on ,
v b l.U N T A R Y  WORK IS A M , Forward,ng ^d- 
d r«a  II 6 a  It WAY ROAO. M anch^ter “
project ) contact colum n for present »%ock

PROPOSED GROUPS
U B D C T A R IA N 5. C ontact M l , n<J 

John Driver. 59 Beadon R oad. T aunton. Som eriei 
S S S J a R J B S 11*1* Fr‘d-y  evenings. 
PO RTH C U R N O . W ill O R (Preea Fund. Apr;l 
- / )  and mny other comrade* in Cornwall nleaM  
contact Arthur la c o b v  76 E^«t I l S T s ?  a S I S T  
W e already hase a nucleus for a V o u p  and 
need more support * P an*

w2!fTE? o Wf,wVtR!li r y 'ij ConUc1e!!ctcr D evonshire Mou»e, Stocher R oad,

V,ID^ C o n L a c t  Bob and Unm 
by  C w r  3̂ lfSetrmlhc<,en P" k ' Strathedcn H o ip ,u i.

£ n K ^ S S f ° ! S ? -  A.Cwmr  A.nan IUrr—  ^
G . ^ T o n ^  N5- A" '* nJ"  W- ' J
NEW  A D D IN G T O N  A N D  EAST SU R R EY
Nrw Arft ^  ">V0fd; 106 Vm'^ Woi!° n  CR0 0D P . Surre.
ABROAD

y A *  Federation o f Auatralian Anar- 
P O . Boa A 359. Sydney South PuWk 

m eetings every Sunday in ihc Dom ain. 2 p.m . 
and M ondays, 72 U*ford Street. Paddington.iv u n ty .
O ^ N fS H  ANARCH IST FED ER ATIO N . G othen- 

Denmark.
VANCO UVER. B .C .. C A N A D A . Anyoo* Intcnv* 
ted In tomaing anarchist and/or direct actio* 
peace grovp conlaei Derek A Janes. JW4 
Grand Boulevard. North Vancouver. B C  . 
Canada Tel ‘>*‘7-2693
U SA t VERM ONT. New Hampehire Anarchist 
G roup. Meet* weekly — diaou»kin. inJ'ridual 
action. Contact Ed. Strauss at R F D  2. Wood- 
•toek . Vermont 05091. USA  
SW EDEN. Stockholm A n irch iit Federation 
Com act Nadir. Roe 19104. Siockhotm 19. 
SW EDENt Libettad. Attrruru Vagen 6. Oorben- 
bur a V
TORONTO ANARCH IST G RO UP. Contact 
R. Campbell. 2 |9  Toryork D rirt, Wrston. 
Ontario. Canada W eekly
BELGIUM* I.JECE. provoa. c to  Jaeques Oi«r»/e/
11 A*e«ua d* lm I alterie. Sd^»I«*■ B^riarr
EAST AFRICA. Gcorpa Ma«ih«ws *<h*fj «**» to 
make contact Secondary •ffsoof lead •*' f'<**

........
Anarclmf J l 1 Fourth Strcri. O ^ u c t-

s S s ® £  fla re  t a r t s
34 Dorrlll Strvrt- t
Aumiratl*.Melbourne



SGHEDA B IANGA. . . 4 i t .  c r e d i t
* '  attcm

^  T l i r  G E N hH A I ELEC TIO N  held
1  in Imty on MRy ant  ̂ *houi 
-.<* 0f the electorate voted This per- 
yLrtete i* regularly achieved every five 

although there is no  postal so le , 
a  is nol remarkable considering the 

I n s u r e  on people If you arc away
home, you gel a return irain  ticket

^her free or for 30**, of the normal 
? ,*  Thus many S o u th e rn e r  working 
>  ihe North or abroad take advantage 
l f the election to have the holiday at 
{Lne that they would have taken anyway. 
tj*  only condition is that the return

of your ticket has to  he stamped
tl  ,hc f i l i n g  station. Rut as well as 
ihe carrot there is the stick if you fail 
f0 x«0te. f»>r whatever reason, the fact 
tA n.'tcd m the police records. It is not 
,  crime m H'clf hut if you apply fo r a 
government or council job it will count 
3gain*>i you as proof that you arc an 
irresponsible person.

In the f * c  o f this situation, people 
u ho n° l impressed by any one of 
the parties (eight national parties and 
n u m ero u s  local ones) have always ex- 
pro'Ctl their electoral judgement by 
cither leaving their ballo t-paper blank 
UcheJa hiancn) o r  dcfacing it (schedn 
n u lh i  In the last two elections (1958 
anil l% 3) the blank ballot-papers were 
I 5 and I respectively o f the total. 
During this year's election a  furious 

mpnign against the ‘schcda b ianca’ was 
nducicd by the Liberals and the 
iristian Democrats: people who failed 

o  vote for a 'democratic* party  were 
icrehy giving votes to  the Communists, 
ley said. Over election posters of the 

n o u '  ollicially-approxcd parties, other 
victs kept appearing. In M ilan these

emanated from  two g roups: the Na
tional Schcda Bianca Com mittee which 
said "Choose National Resolution. Vole 
SCIIED A  DIANCA It is a revolutionary 
act of civil and m oral courage.’ The 
other group, the ’Fcdcra /ionc  det 
Oomunisti M arxisii-Lcninisii D 'lta lia '. 
called for spoiled papers; 'On election 
day we w ill, annul ou r ballot papers, 
writing on them Viva Lcninl Viva Staling 
Viva Mao! Viva la Rivoluzionc Pro- 
lctana! This was followed by a detailed 
analysis of all ihc parliam entary parties 
including the Com munists and Proletar
ian  Unity and their roles as servants of 
the bosses, (lf this poster had any efTect 
then Ihc Liberals and D C  should have 
been pleased, as by  appealing to dissident 
Com m unists not to vole it was effectively 
giving votes to  the 'democratic* parties.)

Anyway, when the results came out. 
certain parties emerged slightly stronger, 
others slightly weaker, and the overall 
picture remained unchanged llic  totals 
o f blank and spoiled ballot-papers were 
also given: blank. 2 3*.,, spoiled. 1.6*',.

Footnote Recently a conscientious 
objector who had already served 6 years 
and 10 m onths in prison for this crime 
was sentenced to another 12 months. CDs 
are simplv asked at the end of their 
prison term: Are you now going to do 
your m ilitary service? If so. after their 
18 months* national service they are re
leased; otherwise they go back to pnson 
for another spell, and so on indefinitely. 
None o f Ihc parties offered anything lo 
the conscientious objectors, except ihe 
Radicals, a local party which in Milan 
collected 774 votes (0 06'*.,). so thc> 
W'crcn'l much help

.. and PARVA GARTA

IS  P I T  t o  a n y o n e  
Itcmpling to en tourage international 

solidarity in these dav* w h e n  it is at suwh 
a low th h  l o  this extent vse should 
congratulate the s | \  I c f l w m g  g ro u p s  
who organised Ihc meeting in ( o tm .u  
lla ll  on June * on R e f o r m  oi Revolution 
-L e s s o n s  o f the F r e n c h  Struggle 

l l i c  audience of  a b o u t  # 0  people o r  
pearcd to  In* the politically cnm m ittul. 
and were presumably supporters of one 
or other of the groups I b i s  was perhaps 
unavoidable as the meeting must have
been  a r ran p ed  a l  T ' ^ - p  * P H  

All six g roup ' I IL t .  S W r. Al II.
S o c i a l ^  C u r ren t .  S o l i d a r y  and  U o r l c r s  
R c m c w ) had  a rcprcM rnia lnc  speaker  
Inev i tab ly  the re  « «  a c c i i a in  a m o u n t  of 
repet i t ion  a b o u t  the jp c e c h e i  »s well  a i  
som e differences - f  c m p h « . v  dicLited 
by this or that g ro u p s  political line.

In so far as it c|c*lt with the French 
events the majority of the platform  
seemed lo  think that it was nol a revo
lutionary situation though il had poten
tial for the future, some speakers insisting 
that as far as the workers were concerned 
il was a purely economic struggle

Here one would have liked to have 
heard the question asked and answered 
•Could they have taken pow er7'

The role played by ihc students was 
acknowledged, but not sufTidenily I 
thought. One speaker said ihctr role was 
purely destructive and they had no posi
tive policy lo offer. In aclual fact the 
ordinary bourgeois press has described 
their serious orientation towards the 
working class, and their repealed attempts 
to get through to the striking workers 
with proposals for the selling up of 
workers* councils

The treachery o f ihc French C om 
munist Party should have been dealt with 
more thoroughly— il was rather assumed 
that everyone there understood its role 
(and they probably did)— but my own 
feeling is that if we arc preparing lo 
hold open (and even mass) meetings, wc 
should get into the liabil o f  treating these 
questions in a thorough-going, agitational 
manner.

T  LAST the ridiculous mouse is 
b o r n — rumoured lo be on the way 

couple of years back, ihc Sociulist 
• r te r  w hich  Left Social Democrats 
imed w ould  demonstrate once and 

all the fibre of the Left and its 
dmc&s lo make a stand against the be- 
yal of  I abour’s idealism, h is  now been 
nehed  with no explicit condemnation 

' i taHiism and  a purely Utopian belief 
i one can cut armaments, devote ihc 
nev to  social services and an extension 
the  Socia l is t  sector of the economy*.
'o sign  exists that these Leftists have 

rni anything from the last few years, 
o  hint  that the Capitalists might n o t  
How such reforms and might create ijic 

me financial crisis as before, no attempt 
o  u n d e rs ta n d  why workers arc leaving 

ihe  Labour Party in shoals and arc not 
gom ^ to  rally easily to  such a campaign 
(if  it cam paigned lo  have Unions trans
fer then  political contributions’ to the 
C h a r t e r  f ro m  the  Labour Party— it might 
have som e  slight wet-fish like impact). 
T r u l y  the Left’s fibre is demonstrated.

A num ber of Fabian reforms arc ad
vo ca ted  Mich a s  would at best lead to 
an o ther  dose  of M orrisonian Nationali
sa t io n  an d  a further s tep  towards Cor-

MOVING FUND
Tiirjiel is £500.
Received lo date— £411 7s. 2d.

PREMISES FUND
Target is £ 1,000 per year.
Received to  date— £399 18s. 0d,
Plcdjjcs honoured to  dale and donations 

— £394 14s. 4d.

Doing Well!
f i n a n c i a l  s t a t e m e n t
Esiim aied Expenses:

23 weeks al £90:
Incom e: Sales and Sul>s.:

p o ra t iv o rn  da te l ine  is appa ren t ly
attached, so even Right Wing critics 
of Wilson like Rrown could, if Ihcy 
thought it worth ihcir while, ju m p  on 
the bandwagon.

The Charier is to campaign, it is said, 
in both the LP and Ihc Labour Movement 
— if words mean anything, that means a 
hope that non-LP trade unionists may 
join and as one or two of the Union big
wigs who arc sponsoring the Charter 
were clcdcd with official CP support 
(even though they left the party over 
Hungary“ Scanlon. Daly. Scabrook). and 
perhaps one other is in the CP now; 
there will no doubt bo an attempt lo gel 
disillusioned party workers who tiive* re
signed from the party lo join the Charter 
and so tic them to the I.P despite their 
resignation Attempts also may well be 
made to  involve Young Liberals, the ILP 
and the Radical Allies.

Obviously anarchists will warn nothing 
to do with the C harter—though a liltlc 
malicious fun might be found il one 
happens to be in a Union where one'* 
branch secretary- in a Tribuncitc and sup
ports the Charter by proposing that the 
political levy be paid 10 the Charter 
instead of the LP— il would surely be 
amusing lo walch this fearless chartist 
denounce the idea

LO.

PINTER

£2,070
£1.884

D E FIC IT : £194

PRESS FUND
t D S  1/-; W olverham pton: J.K.W.*
V* J .L • 1/-: Woodstock, VI.: E S .
£5 /14,6; Aberdeen: I.M. 3/3; Oxford: 
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on Military Service 
and Politicians

IN T H E  T H IR D  SERIES of IKrifer.r 
at W ork  (Seeker and W arburg, 42s), 

which is the most rccent collcction of 
interviews wilh writers first published 
in the Paris Review, ihe two following 
passages appear in an interview Lawrence 
M. Bensky had wilh Harold Pinter.

7  was fifteen when the war ended. 
There was never any question o f my 
going when I was called up for military 
service three years later: I couldn't see 
any point in it at alt. /  refused to go. 
So I was taken in a police car to the 
medical examination. Then I had two 
tribunals and two trials. I could have 
gone to prison-—/  took my toothbrush 
to the trials— but it so happened that 
the magistrate was slightly sympathetic, 
so /  war fined instead, thirty pounds 
in all. Perhaps I ’ll he called up again 
in the next war, but I w o n t go.'

T i l  felt you what I really think about 
politicians. The other night I watched 
some politicians on television talking 
about Vietnam. I wanted very much 
to burst through the screen with a 
flame-thrower and hum  their eyes our 
and their balls 
from  them how

TOO MANY
COOKS ?

\p a i i  liom  ihc I rcnch  student, who 
described his a i r o t  and III treatment M 
the hands of the haled t ’R S —ihc most 
vivid contribution on I ranee w as m ad e  
b> ihe ‘Solidarity ' speaker, who has jusl 
spent three weeks in P«ris He gave 
evidence of the truly mass, popular nature 
of Ihe movement, and described the des- 
pc ra te  rear guard measures o f  the (  C l  
in trying to contain it 

The lessons to  be drawn in Britain 
W'cre described variously as the need to 
build *a revolutionary’ industrial move
ment* in ihe case of one speaker—and 
‘a new workers* political parly*— follow
ing the smashing o f the Labour P arty— 
by another. The call for the building 
of a new- party evoked no response w hat
ever from the audience.

T o  see n platform of no less than i i f  
‘/evolutionary’ groups (and this is by no 
means the total roll-call o f Left groups 
in Britain)—all presumably prepared lo 
justify their separate existence—is a 
fairly painful experience 

The groups seem to proliferate in in
verse ratio  to  Ihcir influence among the 
working class—(be less influence the 
more groups.

Perhaps the student somewhere w ho 
said 'ideology is a brain disease* is right 

It made me. at any rate wonder how. 
if ihc French events were repeated here, 
ihis crazy sectarianism could be overcome 
to make a com m on front against the 
enemy.

Let us hope that the Conway Hall 
mccling is an indication lhat the will to 
Iry is there 

A final note—a friend wilh me (a French 
g irl)—when asked whal she (bought of 
the meeting said *1 thought it was very 
undemocratic—so many speakers—and 
no questions* Food for thought perhaps.

J A

FIFTH COLUMN

WHAT PRICE Mr. MORTIMER P
Q N F .  O F  TIIE  

ihe  teeth of
incorpora te  
a  job T he  
can t heat them, 
il is in the east-

best methods to draw 
the opposition is to 

that opposition, lo give it 
opposite variation is 'if  you 

join them* W hichever  
of Mi \1 o r i im c r .  lhc

wing must be very angry 
the Prices and Incomes

traditional lefi 
at his joining 
B i  ______

Mr. "Mortimer, as a mcmocr 
Executive and  the editor of ihc journal 
of Ihe Draughtmcn*s and Allied Tech
nicians' Association, as an outspoken op
ponent of the P1B and legislation against 
t rade  unions. His union was the only 
one lo oflicially defy ihe Government 
with industrial action and was always in 
conflict with the PH), because of their 
settlement with the employers. In fact 
Mrs. Castle. Minister o f Emplo>mcnl and 
Productivity, has to make up her mind 
whether to use her powers to delay still 
further ihc iwo settlements lhat a PIB 
report said were in conflict wilh ihc 
Government's incomes policy.

Why has Mr. M ortimer accepted this 
post? Aubrey Jones, the Chairm an of 
the PIB. is said to have recommended 
him and and that difTerences between 
Mr. M ortimer and his executive had 
arisen bccause he had come lo believe 
lhat the only way to influence G overn
ment policy is to get involved.

Mr. M ortimer has said. *1 am  still 
anxious the Government should succeed. 
. . . The PIB exists and I believe il will 
continue to  exist and lhat there should be 
participation by persons with Irade union 
experience in it.’

*1 strongly support the poinl of view 
of the Minister about avoiding 'u n 
necessary price increases and I believe 
the Board is doing an essential function 
by subjecting important pnee increases 
to public scrutiny. I recognise lhat in 
dealing with prices one cannot avoid 
dealing with incomes.*

However, only a minority »if price 
increases are turned down and if Mr

M o r t im e r  th inks  he can  get more rejected, 
then  he is w ro n g  As for wages. Ihc 
policv is la id  d o w n  bv the G o v e rn m en t  
and  only  industria l  action, as  w ith  the 
Liverpool  busm en ,  can  influence how the 
PIB reports ,  o therw ise  it is a  foregone 
conc lus ion  thai all rises have lo be paid 
for by increased productivity.

ioiog the PIB, Mr. Mortimer only 
lic^Goventment with its policy. 

One cannot beat them ihis way. Bui 
p e rh ap s  he has only  taken rhc logical 
s teps o f  all trade union leaders. The 
gulf  between him and the membership 
had widened until ihc £6.500 a year 
salary was too  good to  lurn down. Now 
he can real ly  be against ihe G o v e r n m e n t  
incomes policy so loug .is •: joe*, not 
affect h is  JvX per cent increase

P.T.

N- West Federation 
Whitsun Gamp

C O M E  FOR TY’ Anarchis ts .  Syndicalis ts  
^  and  f r i e n d s  enjoyed ihe fine w eather  
and  pleasant su r round ings  at Llangollen.

Jo ined  a t  l imes by m em bers  o f  a Y S. 
(L a b o u r  Par ty)  G r o u p  w ho  were cam ping  
nearby ,  som e first-rate discussion em erged  
over  the four-day camp.

A spontaneously organised  sports  a f t e r 
noon was dominated by B r u n  Shuttlc- 
w orth’s Partington G ioup. which won 
everything but the ’Fell Race* in which 
Ron M atsdcn’s  N orth  Lancashire up
bringing helped V him to a well-deservc<J•_. _ - ' V . -tv • . T* * » - -- *victory.

O ur evenings were enlivened b y  Liver 
pool t rad i t iona l  folk-singers T o m m y  
l . indlcy and J o h n n y  M oore  ho  use.

As most people appeared lo  have 
enjoyed the camp, it was dccidcd lo have 
another one over the August Bank H oli
day. this lime in the Lake Distict—actual 
venue is nol vet decided.

B M S

LETTER

NANCEKUKE DEMONSTRATION
Dear Friends.

May I ask those readers of F reedom  
who arc interested in demonstrating al 
Nancckuke in Cornwall over August 
Bank Holiday week end to  gel in touch 
with me.

Nancekukc is (he establishment where 
germs and chemicals experimented on 
at Porton arc carried a stage further- Il 
is a  highly sccrcl place and well pro- 
(cclcd. For a long lime a number of 
people have fell ihe need to do mure 
lo expose this poison factory. A success
ful demonstration has just been held 

of} and then inquire^  ut Porton and Nnncekukv should he the 
they would assess this next step.

<tc//o/r from  a political point o f  i /ru\* I am prepared to call a meeting in

London as soon as possible lo discuss 
ihc demonstration and lo start making 
arrangements.

Another suggestion has been a Porton- 
Nancckukc march and anybody with 
ideas for this arc asked to contact David 
Davies. 6 Folkestone Road. Salisbury. 
Wilts.

Any other ideas people have would 
be welcome.

A demonstration during August Bank 
Holiday week-end will lake a grcal deal 
of advance hard work and money (which 
will have to come from donations). It 
can be done; who will take part?
5R frcton Road. D o u g la s  K e t p e r . 
London, M19

OK, Let’s not 
Tolerate it I
01* Al L T l i r  icsponses to  the death  

o f  Robb) Kcnncdv *he most ludi- 
c rous—and the most predictable—w ai the 
ipeech by Lyndon Napalm  Johnson: 

We cannot, we m ust n o t tolerate the 
SMot r*f violent m en afftong us. ^  /  
m utt no/ permit w rn  f i le d  n lth  hatred  
and c ttre ln i t ‘l inn- crmi h vrt i • dom inate  
our tireets and fill our homes with 
frar there is n e v e r -n e v e r— any
jiitiif.eoticn /or \i*denre that trars at 
the fahnc r>l our national life

The Evening Standard  in its diary 
clnmcd that the word m sa td n  originated 
with a Muslim sect whose members used 
to smoke hash  before going ofT to end 
the days o f ihcir enemies 

The Observer asserted in an editorial 
that Bobbv Kennedy was a patriot o f 
m ankind  whose mission \sas to  b n n g  
together the classcs and races o f A m enca 
and the peoples of the world The 
Observer conirastcd Bobby Kennedy and 
his brother John with the New Lrft 
—and couldn't resist an attack on the 
politics of involvement.

For a whUe. the y*yung w ould not 
believe that any political doctrine was 
j«> di\ inrl\ authorised that n*'M ihou ld  
Oif.i nit t'thrr pr.-plr J/i it J name or 
silence those who questioned it

This reference to  the apathv o f  post
war Europe and A m erica expresses with 
precision the middfo-aged liberalism of 
a general ion of disillusioned intellectuals.

They spent iheir youth  hoping and 
working fo r one o f  the versions o f 
slate socialism—and most o f  them  would 
have killed fo r it. In 1939 ihey went 
obediently to war to fight fascism, o r 
defend the lews, o r protect Bloomsbury 
from invasion

Bui somewhere between 1936 and 
1945 their vision of human progress 
was shattered: they have nothing to 
put in its pface except the suggestion 
lhai wc should all behave m ore calm ly 
W e should replace em otion by reason 
and accept the status quo

Above all we should avoid violence 
—unless it is sanctioned by  the  slate. 
M urder is acceptable if com m itted by 
men in uniform : if not. il is the m ost 
heinous crime of all

The Observer feels ibe need lo defend 
America and its politicians from the 
youth of Europe:

Those who chant. mHo. Ho. Ho C hi 
M inh* or propound anarcho-syndicalist 
doctrines or hold shaded-off degrees o f 
these beliefs usually feel confident in  
using the word * Am erican’ as being  
almost synonym ous with *batr

B ui of Course :he ereat vshite ash 
can on the other side of the Atlantic 
is under attack from  its ow n  rebels 
who refuse lo  see John. Bobby— o r 
even Edw ard— Kennedy as a  second 
Moses. T he  promised land flowing with 
gasoline and coca cola is repudiated 
by an increasing num ber o f its in
habitants.

To them  Bobby Kennedy is no loss. 
He was the man who spent thousands 
of dollars conning the Negroes, Indians, 
Puerto Ricans and Mexicans, whose 
political machine was based on the 
systematical exploitation of the em o
tional—and physical—hunger of the poor 
and the oppressed

Mistake, indeed
The political correspondent of the 

Sunday Times, James Margach. excelled 
himself recently in a n  analysis of 
Jeremy Thorpe’s troubles with the Young
Liberals ■

It's the i/nall minority at tltc top  who 
cause him  anxiety, and the phrases 
they use as their new liturgy m ake him  
suspect their political affinities and  
loyalties— siogons like anarcho-syndical
ism, lum-State Socialism, non-violent 
direct action— these strike the  tradition
alists as susp iciously like far-Left 
Marxism.

He added patronisingly: Bui it would  
be a mistake to tar them  all indiscrimi
nately with the crypto-Com m unist and  
TrotskyIte brush .

It is a w onderful thing that Mr. 
Margach is paid to tell us w hat is 
happening politically. The only possible 
explanation is lhat he is a crypto-royalist 
republican pacifist militarist vegetarian 
who eais raw horse meat fo r breakfast 
Iradilionally—without using his tecih.

W y n fo rd  H ic k s

ANARCHY 89
will be devoted to the 
May Days in France



Busmen's lobs
Danger

P O R  T H IR T E E N  long and useless 
months ihc negotiations between 

the London Transport Board and the 
London busmen's Negotiating Com 
mittee has dragged on The LTB. 
with the Government to prop up their 
backbone, has cynically  decided to 
sit out their h ind  unit I the busmen's 
negotiating nerve broke and it now  
seems that time has pluycd into the 
L T B ’s hands.

In  the long ago beginning, the 
busmen's N C  flourished the cost of 
living figures and demanded a Cl a 
week pay rise on the basic wage but 
the L T B  waved a tired hand in the 
direction o f the Government's Wage 
Freeze Policy and stated that the 
LTB would only pay out if the men 
would agree to finance the pay rise 
out o f their own pockets. The em
ployers did not state it as neatly and 
as naively as that but in cold and 
brutal terms they are demanding a 
Speed up in working conditions that 
w ill, it is claim cd. mean the sacking 
of 16,000 to  IK.000 men and women 
and even a primitive undem anding  
o f econom ics would explain that the 
£1 a week offered by the LTB as a 
final settlement would be a Judas 
payment from the wages of the men 
and women forced out onto the 
stones. And the busmen's NC pub
licly ate shit by agreeing to three of 
the L T B ‘s speed up demands in 
return for a £1 a week.

For 10s. the N C  agreed to work 
the 500 One-Man B uses that have

Contact Column
ThU column exists lor mutual aid 

Don*Lions towards cost of typesetting 
will be welcome.

for Workers’Control
been lying idle for months in certain 
garages and for a further 10s. ihc 
NC agreed to a speed up of running
11 ni/'C all rln«> /...L* I

against t h e  London Transport 
Board.

Guerilla strike action means tb it with
J l  M  15 |9ftS  v . . l  :*) \ « .  i s

times, all day standing (which has lew than a few hours* notice the garage

I .citnic llj urc* Records I .> c n i A d  
mission free, to t lc c  Bar. 176 North 
End Road, W.14. Tuesday, J une W, 
8.30 p.m.

Accommodation wanted, flat o r  sharing.
Young libertarian male. W. E 
Roger*. 4 Sheldon Road. Dagenham. 
Essex (work phone 01-247 4311).

A rthur Moyjsc. Anarchistic folio of 
drawings, cartoons and collages 22 
prints (10J % H}) and index 6s. or 
S I .50 post paid from 1JB Books. 
II C lem atis  Street.  Illnckburn. Lancs.

Student unurchivt, going lo  York Univer
sity next October, would like to con
tact comrades in York and around. 
Please write to: Keith Nathan. 138 
Penny mead, Harlow, 13-ssc*

Planned decentralisation via the anarchist 
communc. 6d. stamps to  Selene 
Community <F), Rhydcymerau, Llan- 
dcilo. Sir Gacrfyrddin.

Voluntary W ork Team. Present address: 
The Day Nursery. Park. Lane, Old 
Knebworth. Herts.

Loal. Anarchist banner inscribed ‘Liberty’ 
Please get in touch with Paul 
Weston. Flat 19. 138 Sussex Gardens. 
W.2 (PAD 5935). Wc loved it. wc 
lost il at the French demo in 
Kmghtsbridgc.

M . 0*Do*»d. Ptcaic contact P. Manrcn. 
Box 11. FP.

M anchester Arts I ail). Needs £3<H) for 
rent, and cash donations, books, 
furniture, equipment. Premises pro
visionally taken for lunc  22. Details 
Doug Holton. 54 Egerton Road, 
Fallowficld. Manchester, 14.

Interesting sod  worthwhile work wanted 
fo r young male Anarchist/Pacifist. 
Anything considered. Barry, c/o 
Bcachlandv Honey Lane, Frodsham, 
Cheshire.

F la t wanted for two girls and two kids. 
Tired o f being discriminated against 
by  rotten landowners because of 
kids. Prefer Isltngton/Canonbury/ 
H ighbury area. Contact Barbara or 
Julie at ‘Peace News’, 5 Caledonian 
Road. N .I. Phone: 837 4473.

Loving foster liome is wanted for boy 
(34 years), pacifist family. Box No. 9.

Fam ily with four children urgently seeks 
unfurnished house out o f London, 
W rite  655 Fulham  Road. S.W.6.

alreadv been voluntarily worked by 
a number of crews) and the use of 
buses as a casual runabout, thereby 
eliminating established routes for. 
like taxis, they will no longer even 
pretend to act as a social service 
but simply seek out bulk travelling 
public.

A defeated NC trailed into, play
ing lapdog to the LTB. the office of 
the Minister of Transport. Barbara 
Castle, and made their Dancgcld 
offer to the Minister but Ginger, 
obvimislv acting under advice, Told 
ihc busm ens NC that they did not 
have 10s. worth of working condi
tions lo sell and offered them 5s. a 
week lo lake back to the men with 
the usual 10s. offer to work the One- 
Man Operated Buses.

This then was the position, with 
ihc NC left high and dry and the 
LTB hovering like a mangy vuhurc 
wailing for the rank and file busmen 
lo  die ihe death before it alighted 
to feed off the corpse. The NC could 
have advised the men to sit it out 
and to let the One-Man Operated 
Buses rot in the garages but the LTB  
have forced the N C  into a com er, 
for in the Brixton area of London 
the LT B  have already pul into ope
ration a savage culling of schedules 
(and all within the existing agree
ment) and this has already resulted 
in the loss of 132 jobs which, because 
of staff shortages, have as yet only 
been felt by The travelling public.
And all those liberal Public Lovers *lven °  furlhcr opportunity to transfer: 
who publicly bleed whenever a strike !?£{?* o( thar
is threatened have far rem.iineJ ut^ t f r m i n a t r d  * ' \SILL. _ M i.. TERM INATED and the provisions
sir angels silent. o f .jh e  Redundancy' Payment A c t 1965

1 he busmen s NC have now been wtti apply. 
forced inlo taking a reluctant action
and the 7<• delegates at ihc Delegate* *.
Conference examined four methods 
of lighting back I hcv rejected a 
demand for outright strike action, 
for despite the solidarity and the 
victors- o f the Liverpool busmen 
the memory of London's seven weeks 
bus strike still brings on late night 
nightmares among many of the 
weaker sisterhood. They considered 
and rejected an overtime ban and 
the pleasant idea that ihc busmen 
should only take ihc buses out onto 
the road between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. 
and unanimously decided to go back 
to their branches with a recommen
dation that ihc men and women 
should use guerilla strike action

union representative will be informed 
that his garage has been chosen to 
strike the following day so that, in 
theory, garage after garage could he 
brought out on one day lightning strikes 
without giving forewarning II* the LTB. 
the policc o r the Public Authorities 
It is hoped that it will be used all 
over London day by day. swiftly and 
without warning, until public irritation 
forces Barbara and the LTB to break 
bread with the working men and women 

This (hen is the position. But this 
i* not the end of the matter for 
thousands o f bus men and women, for 
the myth that no jobs are in danger 
has been cynically tossed aside and 
the TGW U and the LTB are already 
discussing not if. but how and when, 
to  sack those whose Jobs will vanish 
in the LTB*s stringent reshaping plan 
for London's dying public transport.

A welcome and inspired leak by 
a group of militant rank and file 
busmen has produced the detailed 
sell-out of the L o n d o n  busmen 
that now o n l y  w a i t s  for the 
LTB and the TGW U's grubby signature. 
It refers to Drivers and Conductors 
becoming surplus lo the Board's re* 
quiremenls as a result of the Re
shaping Plan and as it spells il out line 
by line, no one is safe and no one will 
be guaranteed his job with the LTB. 
for incorporated in this evil heap of 
primed crap is the clause that states 
that if it is held by the Joint Com
mittee thar an employee has unreasonably 
refused to transfer within an existing 
grade OR TO OTHER AVAILABLE 
EM PLOYMENT IN THE BOARD'S 
SERVICE, thrn that individual shall be

Elections Provide 
No Answer

Doing the Work 
of Sixty
rjM IE  FIRST LARGE container ship

In every garage there is only one 
lasaiory cleaner and one pay clerk and 
after that the LTB say that they might 
even help to pay to shift a man's 
furniture when he is forced to move 
to any placc of employment dictated 
by the employer. This is a  repeat of 
working-class history thai was ancient 
when the peoples of Scotland and Ire
land were driven from their homes 
for private profit and now families arc 
to be forced to tear up their roots to 
please some clerk in office and all in 
the name of higher man/work output.

Even the LTB’s own propaganda 
sheet has felt it necessary to give promi
nence to a pathetic lener from some 
unfortunate conductor whose wife is 
worried that he 'will get the sack* and 
the mouthpiece of the LTB in a display 
of sophistry* that would shame a Jesuit 
have advised the unfortunate workman 
to attend evening classes o r train to 
be a driver. One hesitates to ask what 
advice they would have given to the 
conductor's driver.

This then is the present situation and 
il is not a healthy one for (he London 
militants, for at least at one particular 
meeting the union delegate’s plea for 
guerilla strike action was ignominiously 
rejected by a small group of Overtime

arrived at Tilbury Docks over Whit- Kings whc> dominated the meeting, for
sun and ihc facts aboul it give a useful 
guide to the future cffcct of these ships 
on manning in the docks.

11 was the American Lancer which 
arrived on ihc Sunday. Under conven
tional methods 176 men would have 
been employed on her for four o r five 
days. Instead 13 men worked on her 
for II hours through the night using 
mechanisation—earning over £30 u\cr- 
timc each.

So each man was doing the work of 
aboul 60. As a Port of London Authority 
official said—the 'country* will noi suffer 
from the high wages because the total 
paid out is a  lot less than under normal 
methods.

The employers paid out £390 altogether 
to  shift 4,300 tons. If they shared this 
out among 176 men, who would lake 
five days under the old system, each 
man would get £2 4i. for a week’s work.

Somebody's gaining and it is not 
only the 13 dockers.

ihere are. in every section of our 
society, men who would ponce on their 
own mothers for an extra shilling and 
these men arc the enemies o f the class 
conscious workers no matter they be 
classified under the heading o f worker 
o r employer.

Wc must now wail for the LTB to 
forcc the issue and to sec what methods 
the militant rank and file busmen can 
lake in defence. for remember this. 
IT IS THE JOBS OF lfi.000 THAT 
IS THE TRUE ISSUE.
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Co a  rin sed  fro m  p a c t  1
used tear gas. while the workers and 
students threw nuts and bolts, fire bombs 
and cobbles.

Much of the deadlock in these in* 
dustries arises because the employers 
refuse lo pay more than ihc naiionat
negotiated 10°; by the top union leaders
and the employers’ federation. As
Renault workers were probably the 
largest section of workers to first occupy 
their factories, it is thought that the 
Government (Renault is nationalised) 
might be try ing to teach them a lesson 

All three trade untons have appealed 
for national solidarity with the Renault 
workers. The CGT. looking over its
shoulder again, has had to give its
support, but it has also said that 'where- 
evcr the essential demands of the 
workers were satisfied, their interest is 
to declare solidly in favour of a resump
tion of work in unity’ How this ties 
up with national solidarity with Renault, 
only a Stalinist could explain. Later 
ihc CGT openly declared against any 
sympathy strikes in support of Renault 
worker*

However, all through these May da>J 
in France, ihe Communists have been 
out o f touch due lo the rapidness of 
the events, They have been as puzzled 
and bewildered as Dc Gaulle himself, 
because spontaneity is alien to the 
authoritarians. The upsurge from below, 
with everyone taking his or her part, 
gave people, for a short time, the ex
perience of running, of making llicir 
own decisions, of  feeling a vital part 
of something worth while and of creating 
something new from below by their own 
efforts, instead of being imposed from 
above. The Communist Party cannot 
understand this, the full flavoured wine 
of freedom is far too strong for them 

The French Communist Party has 
for a long time been working within 
the system. A Times’ leader quoted the 
following from a Communist deputy. 
M. Leroy, which emphasised this point. 
’The Communists arc not in the process 
of preparing an  insurrection T o  imply 
that they arc is a gross untruth. We 
are not in favour of patching up the 
Gaullist Government or o f anarchy. 
What wc are aiming al is the immediate 
satisfaction of the basic claims of manual 
and while collar workers. We aim at 
replacing a Gaullist Government by a 
popular government o f democratic 
union*. So the CGT is merely a reformist 
trade union, working on bread and 
butter issues. while its political wing 
wants a Left-wing government with them 
holding some position o f power.

De Gaulle has nosv realty turned 
the tables on them by casting them 
as the menace of 'totalitarian com
munism’ and is making the forthcoming 
election a choice between 'democracy 
and communism*. With wage negotia
tions itill going on. the Communists 
have lo  show a little revolutionary 
fervour to  maintain the party’s control 
over ihc more militant workers, in 
order not to be outflanked by what 
are called 'extremists on the Left' by 
Ihe capitalist press. The Communist 
paper L'Humanitf calls them 'left wing 
groups' who use ’pseudo-revolutionary* 
phrases' and who are opposing ihc 
workers' wish of a return to work 
and arc 'conducting a fight not against 
the Government and the employers, but 
against the Communist Party and its 
policy of union among the forces of 
the Lefi'.

These tactics of Dc Gaulle and M. 
Pompidou, tho Prime Minister, could 

iigell be successful. The seeking of 
Left-wing unity by the Communists does

not seem to be working out. M Muter 
rands  Federation is mming. not to 
the Communist Party, bui to the Cent* 
for support against the government 
A FRENCH LABOUR PAR*n 

Out of all these diversions, the ro 
of the French Communist Party c->ul 
be seeking, one which the C G T  alrcad 
complements, is that of an ca rna l*  
of the Labour Party in this conn 
With the social democratic mosemeni 
France so divided, mostly b\ personal 
tica. the Communist Party could fit 
very nicely 

Whatever the outcome of ihc clcecio 
the economic gains made by the work  
will, by the end of the \c.ir ha 
been tost through higher prices 
possible devaluation of the fran* 
will be back to the same pre
position. De Gaulle has prom 
'participation*, which he has defined 
all getting 'together for the com  
economic task, 10 set an inductry wo 
by contributing either the nccc 
capital, or management or technique1 

He also said that ’modern so 
is mechanical, it enslaves man. wh 
he is and whatever he 
individual, the workers, ha* r.« g 
on his own destiny anv n o n 1 ihr 
ants in an an thcap’ Ncithci ' to* 
tarian enterprise of communism n 
through capitalism' could this parti 
pat ion be brought about

From these contradictory remarks, wha 
really emerges is that, basically, ih 
workers’ position will remain the wu 
Government - controlled factories, like 
Renault, were supposed to be the most 
progressive and enlightened showpieces 
of the Fifth Republic and yet the 
workers from the Renault plants were 
some of the first to occupy ihcir factories 
and make the most radical demands 

Although a revolutionary situation 
has been channelled to the ballot box, 
the signs are that the situation could 
repeat itself when the wage increases 
are lost in the ensuing inflation

The students might be granted reforms, 
but the gigantic task of providing 
enough facilities and universities to meet 
their requirements is an impossible task 
for some time to come. On top of this, 
no modem slate can give that control 
of one's destiny that Dc Gaulle spoke 
about. The State is basically an 'ant- 
heap' and it is this that the students 
came to realise they were rebel! l in t 
against.

Young workers are also feeling this 
and a studcnt-workcr alliance is be
coming a reality. Bolh are becoming 
aware that there is more in life than 
getting a bigger and bigger share of the 
goods of a consumer society. A modem 
technological society can do this. but 
it cannot provide for the human desire 
o f men to run and control their own 
lives. People want more than jusl * 
say. they want to make ihc decisions 
that alTcct their lives themselves. The 
cold evil monster, the Stale, cannot 
do this.

Our task is to work for a position 
where there are enough anarchists 10 
make a situation as in France inlo a 
social revolution. There is a great deal 
o f Ignorance about anarchism, our ideas 
are not widely known. This is especi
ally true in industry and it is up to 
us to rectify this and to create a much 
larger and widespread anarchist move
ment. With the further discredit of
the Communist Party, many party mili
u m s  could be attracted to our move
m ent It b  up to us to reach ihem 
and all sections o f the community with 
our ideas.

P.T.


