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this moment to the putrifying stench of
this accumulation and asked that it be
removed or put in a covered tank where
it could be slowly drawn off as required.
Some health experts were unwise enough
to wonder if it was necessary to retain
the shit and whether we would not be
better off without it. The only reply was
& long tirade about national pride,
honour and probity and the good name
of the country. The sanitary inspectors
went away.

Eventually everybody died of typhoid.
JACK SPRATT.
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ONE THING that ncfer ceases to
amaze is the remarkable dual stan-
dards of valuc that many people have.
This is frequently the result of a com-
bination of ignorance and emotion but
it is also found in quite intelligent and
sophisticated people. Much of the hypo-
crisy that appears in the press, Parlia-
ment, etc., is cynical and done quite
deliberately to deceive people and ob-
scure issues. But most of the humbug
one hears and reads comes from people
who quite genuinely believe in both sides
of their double standards.

For instance. many people are very
angry about the fact that damage of
about £2,500 was done to lawns and
shrubs in Grosvenor Square during the
March 17 demonstration. But these same
people cither approve of, or have no
opinion of, the destruction of the flora
and fauna of great tracts of Vietnamese
countryside by defoliants sprayed by US

planes.
Some horses were injured in the

Square and this has incensed many
people who are quite indifferent to suffer-
ing, both human and animal, ¢lsewhere.
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Thinkers

Perhaps horses are used by the police,
not because they are particularly effective
at crowd control but so that the press
can write & lot of slop about them and
thus create sympathy for the police.

Many people I have spoken to believe
the official figures which put the number
of police hurt at higher than the number
of demonstrators hurt It never occurs
to them to ask how the authorities can
possibly know how many demonstrators
were injured.

For an up to the minute example, I
have just heard on the radio that Israel
has yet again attacked an Arab country.
The justification given is that Synan
guerilla raiders, operating out of Jordan,
recently blew up a school bus, killing
two Israclis.®* But to the best of my
knowledge, both the BBC and the press
(except the Guardian and Observer) have
kept quiet about the fact that in termitory
captured in the June war, the Israch
army has been systematically terronsing
Anb civilians by destroying their homes
and livelihoods and other measures to
stampede them into seeking sanctuary on
the East Bank of the Jordan thus creat-

ing living room for Israchi setfers. It =
:‘rcprinl for the creation by lsnd_ of
yﬂmreAnbrcfugmthattthyrm
have attacked Jsrach civilans but h
BBC and press don’t menton
Whether this 18 .b‘:fn:efl ::l’
merely hynoptised

to nee, anything wrong therc or whether
this is part of somethmng simster s difh-
cult to tell.

The people who shout ‘hands off an
Smith’ and ‘no force towards our kith
and kin' arc the ones who scream the
loudest for the flogging and banging of
our ‘kith and kin' in Bntish pnsons
whose crimes are usually much less
uriousinhwtbanthltol'hnSmdh
and his = "

The m of regarding an action as
being cvil when committed by an encmy
but meritorious when committed by ‘our
side’ is one that the human race must
getridofifitiscvertogetoutofthc
imbecile, destructive blind-alley down
which it is nc:lv drifting. " Rl.nl .
*This relatively mnor mnc

foreign country in the world of troubles

was recently headline news on the BBC
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ror a Practical Anarchist International

ECENT EXPERIENCES, and our

own objective analysis of the inter-
national situation in which we find our-
selves, lead us as anarchists (belonging
to no particular anarchist organisation)
to the following conclusions, which we
consider useful to all militants who have
taken a revolutionary position,

. 1

The modern State (totalitarian or
democratic), capitalism (private or State),
all political ideologies, and the various
religious, social, political, trade unionist
and reformist groupings within existing
society have established a co-existence
which is based on, and assures the con-
tinued existence of, the sratus quo in all
forms of privilege, exploitation and
authority.

More and more the fundamental con-
tradictions between and within different
systems and societies, together with the
rising conflicts between mnations and
races, leads to negotiations and com-
promises to re-arrange, without solving,
these contradictions by means of nego-
tiations and compromises that do not
endanger the continued existence of the
State, of particular systems, or of the
groups, classes and castes which occupy
a privileged role in that society, Hence
the current political confusion and moral
degeneration, the repulsive commerce be-
tween regimes which claim to be irrecon-
cilable enemies (USSR and USA; Cuba
and Spain; China and Portugal; the
‘people’s democracies’ and the Western
capitalist democracies, etc.).

The old dominant castes and the new
bureaucratic castes (regardless of colour,
race and religion) have lost their old
prejudices and forgotten their scruples.
Today they get together and help each
other mutually through international or-
ganisations and official exchanges, all
upon the backs of the fople who main-
tain and support them while they consti-
tute themselves the national hierarchical
apparatus, thus strengthening their privi-
leged position within society. This means
in turn that they must find a place within
their power structure for the trade union
officials.

II

For these reasons, today all declarations
of political principles are nothing more
than pure demagogy or mere platitudes
which mean nothing. Nobody struggles
any longer for democracy, socialism,s
communism or revolution, but for recog-
nition of power seized by such-and-such
a group in any given 2zone, or for
‘national independence’—a label covering
and justifying all sorts of despotism
whilst ignoring any question of inter-
national revolutionary solidarity. In Viet-
nam, as in Korea, in Hungary or in
Cuba since Castro, there is no longer a

-!‘

struggle for or against communism, but
simply for a guarantee of ‘national inde-
pendence’, for Geneva or UNO agree-
ments, territorial integrity, the continuity
of government of Saigon or Hanoi, of
Tel Aviv or of Cairo. At the same time
that Barrientos and the Latin American
oligarchies, helped by the American
‘green berets’, wipe out the revolutionary
guerrillas and murder Che Guevara, the
USSR and the popular democracies
maintain commercial relationships and
extend credits to the same oligarchies
being fought by the Latin American revo-
lutionaries. This applies throughout the
world: Soviet cultural, commercial and
sporting missions mix freely with their
friends from Franco’s Spain, while in
Warsaw US diplomats and Maoists pay
cach other courtcous visits over the
backs of the Vietnamese people. The
colonial peoples are ‘freed’ so that the
native bourgeoisic may take power; and
here the USA and USSR collaborate
closely. In all practical matters there is
no question of ideology, and all one
hears of is the role of the fatherland, of
national independence, legality, order,

peace and devclopment. This applies

.equally to East and West.

11X
Unfortunately this abandonment of
ideology has equally penetrated the inter-
national anarchist movement, which has
been unable to resist this trend to loss

of militancy in international revolution.
For anarchism (whether organised or
not) this revolutionary inertia, this split
between ideological conception and prac-
tical attitude, takes on the keenest im-
portance, since anarchism does not aspire
to the conquest of political or economic
power. If it gives up its only possible
reason for existing—the struggle for the
revolution—it has become devoid of any
objective and incapable of mobilising
any social group. If anarchism gives up
its revolutionary combativity and is con-
tent to vegetate in a burcaucratic fashion,
then as a simple historical result, it will
disappear. It would become a sect which,
devoid of mystical roots, would have no
material or spiritual justification. For
anarchism really to exist, (o interest
the people, and to justify its consequent
revolutionary claims, it has not merely
to affirm anti-Statism as a determining
condition for the triumph of freedom, it
must add to this criticism of authori-
tarianism an attitude of permanent rebel-
lion. There is no point in showing the
dangers and contradictions of authori-
tarianism if we, too, are to limit ourselves
to vegetating like the others; if we persist
in arguing amongst ourselves under the
pretext that one is more anarchist than
the other, no persecution of dissidents
or the fact of fratricidal fighting against
real or imaginary deviationists will save
us from collective decay. We must act

The Horrors of War

IN CONNECTION with spy manias,

A. Le Lann, in Le Combat Syndi-
caliste (1.1.68) mentions the case of the
Moreaus, in France, during the First
World War.

A recent news item announced that
two aged miners, 72 and 70 years old,
bad taken the plane for the ex-prison
camp of Cayenne, hoping to visit the
grave of their father, victim, like them
both, and their mother (who died of
sorrow after four years in Rennes prison),
of an abominable error of military ‘jus-
tice’ in 1915. -

The mother was condemned to death,
but her sentence was commuted: the
father and the two sons, aged 18 and 20
years, were sent to penal servitude be-
cause a neighbour obsessed by the spy
mania created by Poincare and Clemen-
ccau, found suspicious a lamp used by
the mother when she went upstairs to
put her two younger children to bed.

The Moreaus (such was their name)
could neither read nor write, and under-
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stood nothing of their trial. Only 20
years afterwards, that is, after 20 years
of torture for the father and sons (the
mother had died in prison) did a court
in 1935 declare them innocent and pro-
ceed to their rchabilitation.

It is astounding, when one knows of
the crimes of courts-martial, to read the
speeches of certain individuals who, at
the last French elections declared Georges
Clemenceau to have been one of the most
admirable individuals in the history of
the world.

The history concocted by official his-
torians only exists to glorify kings,
generals, etc., just puts on one side the
miseries of the people and all those
yearnings for liberty of the generous
spirits who have contributed to real

civilisation, that of the heart and love
of mankind.

The case of the Morcau family amply #

justifies our hatrgd of militarism and the
mother country. . . . trs.: jws.

(slightly paraphrased)
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against the reigning apathy, inertia and
lack of revolutionary momentum. This
applics as much to individuals as to
groups and movements, -

v

As we have scen, the fundamental
contradictions of capitalist and ‘socialist’
states persist, and in many cases with
consequences graver than ever before.
The affluent society, with its integration
of the workers into capitalism, has
caused working-class consciousness to
sleep; but the class struggle has not dis-
appearcd nor have the confrontations that
go with that struggle.

‘Pacific co-existence’ has not ended
wars but merely limited them geogra-
phically: armed conflicts and terrible
modern wars exist in Vietnam, Middle
East, Africa. Racial discrimination, the
exploitation of the workers, abuses by
the ruling classes, the absence of the most
clementary liberties (thought, speech,
assembly), repression and terror remain
current coinage in our civilised world.
Franco’s Spain, Salazar’s Portugal and
the colonels’ Greece, just as the Soviet
Government and the “people’s demo-
cracies’, condemn workers and students
when they claim or attempt to exercise

Continued on page 2

Solidarity with
Polish Students

LAST SATURDAY about 20 supporters
of the London Federation of Anar-
chists, the SWF, Solidarity, Socialist
Current and International Socialism
picketed the Polish Embassy in support
of the struggle of the Polish students,
while seven policemen guarded the
Embassy. The previous week had seen
a demonstration at the same spot by
Polish exiles favouring a return to capi-
talism and to distinguish themselves from
these clements the de trators carried
slogans such as ‘Detroit *67-——Warsaw *68,
It’s The Same Struggle’.

In spite of the absence of press publi-
city the turn-out was a good one con-
sidering that it had been arranged at a
weck’s notice and only announced in
FREEDOM and Peace News. Although
bigger demonstrations will be needed
if our message of solidarity is to
reach Poland, the response to this, our
first demonstration in support of East
Europe’s rebels, was quite heartening
and one can only hope that the situation
in Eastern Europe will allow us the

opportunity to mount other and larger
demonstrations.




BOOKS ON
ANARCHISM

PAPERBACKS AND PAMPHLETS

William Moeris: Sclected Writings

and Designs , .
(ed.) Asa Briggs (Penguin)
Vietnam Mary McCarthy
Stand Up, Nigel Barton and Vote,
Yote, Vote for Nigel Barton
Dennis Potter (Penguin)
The Romantic Exiles [Bakunin

and kindred subjects

7/6
3/6

4/6

& Herzen] E. H. Carr (Percgrine) 12/6

Racial Discrimination in England
W. W. Daniel (Penguin)
The LW.W, in Theory and Practice
The General Strike for Industrial
Freedom (1.W.W. Pamphlet)
A Union for All Railroad Workers
(L W.W. Pamphlet)
Unemployment and the Machine
(L W.W. Pamphlet)
One Big Union for All Workers
(I.W.W. Pamphlet)
Coal Mines and Coal Miners
(I W.W. Pamphlet)
LW.W. Songs of the Workers to
Fan the Flames of Discontent
(3ist ed)

6/~
2/6

1/6
1é
-
2/6
2/-

3/6

The Ego and his Own  Max Stirner 16/~

Mayars of Marble
Morgan Gibson (poetry pamphlet)
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The Case of Joe Hill Philip S. Foner 14/-

What is to be Done

N. G. Chemayshevsky 11/6

Amarchism
The Discovery of the Orgone: The
Fanction of the Orgasm

George Woodcock 7/6

Wilhelm Reich 24/~

The Spanish Labyrinth

Gerald Brenan 1376

Oa Aggresios
Postage Extra

Koarad Lorenz 10/6

Freedom Bookshop
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News from the Barricades
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A RALLY AND MARCH is called by
various Greek organisations on the
occasion of the ‘first black anniversary
of thc Military Junta in Greece'. The
meeting in Trafalgar Square is on Sup-
d‘y, Apﬂl 21, at 2.30 pm. The speakers
will include Melina Mercouri. After the
rally there will be a march to the Greek
Embassy. ”

Shortly after the military ¢ i
Greece, libertanans mamxedryto o:ozu;;
the Greek Embassy in Brook Street. Del
Foley, Mike Randle and Terry Chandler
were sent to jail. Del has now been
released, but Terry and Mike arc still
inside. Isn’'t it time that they too were
relcased? Could this meeting specifically
demand their release?

FURTHER NEWS FROM CHINA

A lctter reached us via Hong Kong
and Mexico which says that the ‘cultural
revolution’ has devcloped into & new
stage. Serious clashes between anarchists
and Maoists have been rcported to have
taken place in several cities in China.
Anarchist workers, teachers and students
are united in an organised force, which
the Maoists are (rying to suppress.
According to an ecditorial in the com-
munist newspaper Won-hui Pao (Shang-
hai, 7.2.68) the Maoists have called for
a nation-widc alert against this new
development which now endangers the
communist regime. This was also broad-
cast by Shanghat radio,

1 continue to quote from the lctter:

Orders and disciplines of the Govern-
ment arc criticised openly by anarchist

workers (whose voice is heard for the
first time since 1949), Workers have
begun to refusc orders given to them

their superiors—many of them leave
their posts. An extremecly confused situa-
tion is prevailing in many factorics in
Shanghai and in other cities. The systt::
of production is tly bampered.

Many schools are still closed. Street-
fighting between students and
took place in Canton and Shangh

There are now threc trends who oppose
:\l;" Government: the anarchists, the anti-

aoists and the opportunists.

No anarchist igg;:i’mtion is found soO
far in the armics; when that happens,
civil war will ensue.

A Chincse delegate will be sent to the
forthcoming International Conference 1n
Carrara.

Chinese anarchists who live overscas
have, we are told, dccided to form &
Federation of Chinese Anarchists. The
;.'renenl Secretary is comrade Tien Cung
ou.

AGAINST DOW IN THE US

A comrade writes from California: We
are interested in your campaign against
Dow Chemical, mentioned in FREEDOM,
20.1.68. Here some facts about the com-
pany which you may find useful in
mobilizing opinion. With the ncws
blackout you may not have heard about
the many demonstrations. attacks and
other. events which have hindered Dow
recruiters on College Campuses in Cali-
fornia and elsewhere last fall.

At UCLA 200 cc of butyl mercaptan

recrus-
ing there. There was also s sit-in, some
pushing and shoving and breaking of
windows. [n the melee somebody liber-
sted all hisn documents, interviews pex-
formed that day and recruiting forms.

At Cal Statc a dummy was burned to
show what nmapailm m action looks like.
Then the Placement Center was stormed
by several bundred students who so
frightened the Dow man that he jumped
out the window of the Placement Center
and ran away. The Dow recruiter com-
plained of inadequate protecton and
said he would not go back to Cal State
without an armed guard.

SOUTHERN FEDERATION

According to a report from S. C. Watts
of Trinity College, Oxford, the proposed
Federation had an unsuccessful con-
ference, which was poorly attended.

They are hoping to attract more groups
by increased activity. This includes
jeafletting US bases, investigation into
gas production, RSGs and Civil Defence
Bunkers and, in view of mail intercep-
tion, a ‘courier service c'. They w
like to hear from all interested groups
who want to contribute to their ncws-
letter. They also hope to assist groups
in arranging mutual aid for acuve pro-

Jan1:: W. Cain (323 Fourth Strect, Clo-
quet, Minnesota, 55720), s asking anar-
chists in the US to contact bim with a
formation of an adequate
f Anarchists in North
ection of funds to
anarchist publication

S
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their freedom of expression or gathering.
In the USA, the Negro people rebel
against racial discrimination, while in
Germany Nazism rises once again, and
in China people are subjugated to the
Maoist godhead.

So far as the European anarchist is
concerned, there is no lack of motives
for action or means to make one’s pre-
sence felt in showing the road to follow.
It is particularly in Europe, hypocritically
indifferent to crimes committed within
its frontiers (in Spain, Portugal and
Grecce) that we can demonstrate with
example and deed where reason, justice
and liberty lies. This also applies to
other continents where economic and
political imperialisms clash daily. While
we do not have on the one hand to
engage in suicidal tactics, or to play at
heroics or be obsessed with the ‘man of
action’, we can still carry on, ordinarily
and modestly taking on the risks that a
revolutionary attitude must entail. In this
way we can awaken the rebel conscience
and mobilise by concrete action the
revolutionary dissatisfaction finding itself
throughout the world; ignoring absurd
dogmas, and showing the way of dis-
obedience and how it can be effective
faced with collective obedience by so-
called revolutionary parties and organi-
sations.
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. To sum up, we can now define and put
INto action a linc that is in conformity
with revolutionary and libertarian ethic,
and that while avoiding building up any
burc_aucratic apparatus, can modestly but
efficiently make the anarchist presence
felt within the social-political inter-
national scenc. To profit from the pre-
sent historical moment, in particular the
cnisis in the Marxist camp, we must
Clearly understand the question of direct
action and revolutionary solidarity. We
do not believe in miraculous solutions,
nor in the mere educative value of
example, but we do not conceal our
belief in the efficacy of action when it
responds to certain conditions and these
give it an ideological line and consequent
tactics.

We have come to these conclusions
after a number of experiences which
have shown us that, though in a minority
and almost without means, we can never-
theless make our presence felt and win
public sympathy for oursclves inter-
nationally. We merely wish to offer our
experiences and collaboration to all those
who wish to work in this way towards
rebellion and revolutionary solidarity.
We are therefore, to avoid having this

Anarchist Federation of Britain

General enquirics should be sent to the London Federation.

Demoastrate jn 2
Hill)! Offer your

LONDON FEDERATION OF ANARCHISTS.
c/o Libra House, 256 Peatonville Road, London,
N.1. Business mectings firs{ Sunday of the month.
For dﬁaih applgi to LFA. | of G
New Meclung X rapby, Cam-
:ridgc Circus, ms:m Road. Sundays
.m.
I.I?WISHAM. Contact Mike Matet, 61B Gran-
vile Park, Lewisham, London, S.E.13. Phoae:
YALING ANARCHIST GROUP. Get into
touch with Ken King, 54 Norwood Road,
Southall.
KING'S CROSS GROUP, c/o Libra House, 256
Pentonville Road, London, N.1.
S.W. LONDON LIBERTARIANS. Contact: 14
gapl“um Court, King's Avenue (Acre Lane end),
W 4.

OFF-CENTRE LONDON
DISCUSSION MEETINGS

3rd Wednesday of each month at Jack Robinson
and Mar:r Cc{:jpt't. 2! Rumbold Road, S.W.6

(off King's Road), § p.m.
i f h month at 8§ p.m. at Donald
3rd Friday of cac = e R

and Irene Rooum's, now at I3
London. N W.3.

REGIONAL FEDERATIONS

AND GROUPS

ABERDEEN ANARCHISTS meet Ist and 3Ind
Wednesdays of month at M. Dey’s, 142 Walker

Road, 2nd and 4th Wednesdays at Liz Smith's,
3 Sinclair Road. Cmﬁondm to either address.
ABERDEEN ANARCHIST FEDERATION (SWF
tocal group. Folk Song Worksho
of 100, Collater Climbing Club). Contact Iain
MacDon
BIRMI!
CHIST CROUP.
mdividualists, etc., pl
Caroline Charlton, 32 Swindon Road, Edgbasion,
Bumingham |7 (near Portland Road). Note new
address.

BOLTON. Get in touch with Les Smith, 22
Gros<venor Street, Bolton, Lancs
BOURNEMOUTH AND EAST DORSET
ANARCHISTS.
14 Milton Road, Bournemouth (B'm'th 2227)
or Tim Deane, Juliet, West Moors, Wimborne,
Dor<et (Ferndown 35R8)

BRIGHTON.
Fur ' 26 Ciifton Road,
ings ¥ 10 10 Poot Cofler Bat, Pool Valley,
Brithtm,

and Committee

15 Cotion Strect, Aberdeen.

AM LIBERTARIAN AND ANAR.
All anarchists, syndicalists,
ease contact Geoff and

Please contact John McCain,

with Nick Heath,

Get in 1t
ighton.* Poelry read-

BRISTOL ANARCHISTS, Cortact Susie Fisher

. g I

- -

t anti-govermment march and mecting on Wednesday, May 1 (1145 a.m. Tower
m to the London May Day Commitiee, 29 Love Walk, S.E.S. :

and Adam Nicholson at 1S The P . Bristol, 8.
FIFE LIBERTARIANS. Contact b and Una
Turnbull, 39 Stratheden Park, Stratheden Hospital,
by Cupar, Fife.

GLASGOW ANARCHIST GROUPFr ONE. Cor-
respondence to Robert Lynn, 2b Sarscen Head
Lane. Glasgow, C.].

AERTS. Contact either Stuart Mitchel)l st South
View, Potters Heath Lane, Potters Heath,
Welwyn, Herts OR Jeff Cloves, 46 Hughendom
Road Marshalswick, St Albans, Herts.
IPSWICH ANARCHISTS. Contact Nefl Dean, 74
Cemetery Road, 1 h, Suffolk.

KILBURN, LONDON, Contact Andrew Dewar,
16 Kilburn House, Malvern Place, Londos,
N.W.6. Mectings 8 p.m. every Tuesday.
LEICESTER PROJECT. Peace/Libertarian
action and decbate. Every Wednesday at 8 p.m,
at 1 The Crescent, King Street. Leicester.
NORTH SOMERSET ANARCHIST GROUP.
Contact Roy Emef{. 3 Abbey Street, Bath, or
Geoffrey Barfoot, 71 St. Thomas Street, Wells,
NOTTING HILL, Please get in touch with John
Bennett and Marilyn Paddy, Flat 4. 88 Clarendon
Road, London, W.11. Tel.: 727 9745. Meetings
every Monday at 7 p m.

ORPINGTON ANARCHIST GROUP. Knockholt,
Nr. Sevenoaks, Kent. Fvery six wecks at Greene
ways, Knockholt Phone: Knockbolt 2316, Brian
and Maureen Richardson.

READING ANARCHIST GROUP. Contact

Alan Ross, 116 Belmont Road, R Berks.
ESSEX & EAST HERTS
FEDERATION

Three-monthly meetings, Groups and individuals

invited to associate: ¢/o Keith
mead, Harlow, Essex,
Group Addresses:— :
gsASlLDON. M. Powell, 7 Lingcroft, Basildon,
sex

BISHOPS STORTFORD, Vic Mount, ‘Eastview’,
Castlc Street. Bishops Stortford, Herts.
CHELMSFORD. (Mrs.) Eva Archer, Mill House,
Purleigh. Chelms{ord, Essex.

14 Centre Avenue,

EPPING. John Barrick,
Epping, Essex

RLOW. John Deards, 184 Carter's Mead, Har-
low, and/or Geoff Hardy, 6 Redricks Lane, Har-
Jow, Essex. Monthly meetings in ‘The Essex
Skipper', The Stow, Harlow.
LOUGHTON. Group c/o Students’ Union,
Loughton College of Further Education, Borders
Lane, 1 ton, Essex. .
MUCH HADHAM, Leslie Riodan, High Street,
Much Hadham. Herts.
NORTH FAST ESSEX. Pcter Newell, ‘Maybush’,

athan, 138 Penny-

offer remain on the level of genera lities
and to get it translated into immediate
activity, giving in the enclosed document
somec general lines arounq wl_uch this
collaboration can be organised 1nto con-
crete work. Before closing this introduc-
tion, we give a detailed summary of our
position:— _

(i) Total identification of anarchism
with the anti-authoritarian conception
and with its classical revolutionary line.

(ii) Total refusal of dogma a.nd ideo-
logical sectarisnism, and VIEWIng t.hcse
two attitudes as incompatible with liber-
tarian cthic. .

(iii) Total respect for opmions ‘and
for discussion regarding activity w:‘thm
each group or libertarian movemen

( iv)ngomplcte collaboration between
groups, individuals and Ilkc-rqlnded
movements to present a rcvolunoqal?
ideology that will fight against scctarian-
ism and exclusivity as well as agamnst
injustice and the terror ntpposed by
despotism of whatever ideological colour.

(v) Complete identity with the esscn-
tials of the manifesto ‘To all revolution-
ary movements’ sent out by the First of
May Group, after the attack upon the
Amcrican Embassy in London, as a
general strategical line in the present
political-social conditions of the world.

INTERNATIONAL FIRST

March, 1968. OF MAY GROUP.

Maypole Road, Tiptree, Essex. Group meets first
Monday in cach month, 7.15 pm. Et 91 Brook

Road. Tolleshunt Knights, Tiptree, Fisex

NORTH-WEST FEDERATION

RTH WEST ANARCHIST FEDERATION,

l:'oJXION ANAR

CHRIST GROUP.
F. A. Gresty,
Buxton

LIVERPOOL ANARCHIST
GROUP AND ‘HIPPY° MOVEMENT.

Geery
Bree, 16 !:‘aulkm:r Square, Liverpool, 8. Meetings
weekly. ‘Freedom® Sales—Pier Head, Saturdays,

Sundays, Evenings.

MANCHESTER ANARCHIST GROUP. Secre-
tary: Dave Poulson, 9 Boland Street, Fallowfield,

Manchester, 14,

MERSEYSIDE ANARCHIST GROUP. Contact
Pete Sacker, 22 Sandon Street. Liverpool. Meet-

ings’ First Thuggday of month, 8 p.m.

SOUTH WALES
ANARCHIST FEDERATION

CARDIFF ANARCHIST GROUP. AR corres-
Rt:ml‘i
an

cls.
ANARCHIST GROUP. Contact
111 King Edward's Road, Brynmill,

ﬁoucm to:—Pete Raymond, 90 Albany
oath. Weekly meetings. Freedom sales
action }
SWANSEA
J  Ross,
Swansea.

STUDENT GROUPS

EAST ANGLIA UNIVERSITY GROUP (Anar-
chists and Peace). Contact Dave King, 17 Havelock

Road, Norwich Canada  Tel : 987-2693. p
LSE ANARCHIST GROUP. c/o Student Urﬂ'on. USA: VERMONT. New Hampshire Anarchist :j
London School of Economics, Houghton Street, Group. Meets weekly — discussion. individup
wcC2, action, Contact Ed. ust at RFD 2, Wood-
\ovx:‘onrn_ ﬁN%nl(l:msr GROUP. Contact Steve %‘é’f-én E‘:ﬁtmoot 05091, USA.
atts, Trinity College. » Stockbolm Anarchist Federati

SHEFFIELD UN!V%RS!TY GROUP. Contact Contact Nadir, Box 19104, Stockholm 19, S-e‘d::
Robin Tovell c/o Students” Union. Sheffield SWEDEN: Libertad, Allmina Yigen 6, Gothe-

SO
Front). Contact Dave Biggs. Room T/7.

SUSSEX UNIVERSITY ANARCHISTS. To launch
LIVERPOOL UNIVERSITY GROUP. Contact
us at the Bookstall in the Students Union Fne

trance Foyer every Friday lunchiime. May 3, 11 Avenue de 1a Laiterie, Sclessint-Liege, Belgruns'
7.30, Students Union — Cartoon Archetypical EAST AFRICA. Matthews -':uc li‘k‘e Tt‘
Stogan Theatre, Dennis Gould and the Sound make contact. ary school teacher froes
Structure  Quintet. Brian Patten and Adrian UK. PO Box 9. . Kenya
Mitchell. USA. James W Cain, secrelary, TIneurgency

the group, an open discussion on Anarchism at

the University, Falmer, Brighton,

evening, March 1,

ar.

LIBERTARIAN TEACHERS’
ASSOCIATION

Meceetings—discussions—activitles, Contact Peter

Punchbow], Manchester Roul;

CHORLEY ANARCHIST GROUP. Sccretary:
{(:m Lynch, 6 Garfield Terrace, Chorley,

PROPAGANDA

ARK COLLEGE (New Libertarian

Friday
All welcome, Contact Francis
Jarman, 16 Charlotie Street. Brichton RN2 1AG.

" ok alome 1m bBeng

abowt the whaic a2 Ths
has moved our Comrades Brume Fattom

and Lucianc Farmell of the ‘( ama Mais-
testa’ Circole Amarch.co di Stodi Socals
(Via Bermabe,, 1% Ancena. ltaly) 1o
for a mecimg m R Soiva,
(Towana) om April 2928 They imvme
(o this rally all ssarchusts who resst the
tempation 10 form a pec-asthoraras
party ¥

R S S e e —,

Take
some Flower,

add 2 eggs,
then Stir

’l‘HE FINAL STREET meetng f
Acwn's mnm Ma wil
beld last M The group arri e’
very early only to find that all the othe
parties were already on the scene Wi Y
no trouble from the cops we moves
down the High Street, set uwp our lowc- -
speaker and started.

We handed out leaflets, sold Free
posms and talked with the people Man«.
of them agreed that although mot vour: |
was only a start. 2 commitment to futng: y
action rather than action m itsclf: the,
would not be voting this time.

People were obwiously and genumely
sickened by the hypocritical and ¢ |
descending  attitude adopted by
various candidates and parties "

They spoke of their disillusior - 4
with the system even if they cou
as vet bring themselves to acccy
peed for anarchy now.

Over 200 people took flowers (ins

';;.
-
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ing & police inspector and lackey) S
pledge not to vote in the by-election ;.;_ 2

could have got rid of far more. if wr g
had the money to buy them. The ¢ -
flower lady certainly saw somethio :
our arguments. 19N
Some of the group went fascis!
ling. and when the National Fron¥¥},
finished spouting their obwamtm_its‘ ‘
walk-round shopping centre. we L)
over their pitch for a while. ; :
Talking anarchy to a bunch of fascly
is not casy. Their aim with the ‘
(fresh incidentally, not bad) improved
after one practice sortic and the spes
collected a couple of shelled donatw
to the proceedings. As he pointed <
these could be far more usefully don
to Oxfam. (The fuz)z had mysteno
disappcared by now. - )
All in all, it was a good meeting, the
was plenty of sympathy for our g
and our methods—plenty of reaction W¥.
them as well which is also good—surely
cggs show a total lack of more rationa¥ "
argument. o
Refusing to vote is not an cnd in itself

but it is surely some kind of beginnming
PapDY FIELDS
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Ford, 36 Devomshire Road, Mill Hill, London.
NW.7 .
G o

PROPOSED GROUPS

EDINBURGH anarchists contact Konrad Borow-
ski. 13 Northumberland Street, Edinburgh 1.
Tel.: WAV 7459.
TAUNTON LIBERTARIANS, Contact Jill and
John Driver, 59 Beadon Road, Taunton, Somersc!
Meclings alternate Friday evenin
CROYSON. NORWOOD, BECKENHAM, Anar-
chists, Syndicalists, Libertarian or Pacifist Socialists
to form Croydon, Norwood, Beckenham Liber-
tarian Group. Contact Jim Radford or Laurens
Otter, 35 Natal Road, Thormton Heath
ELTHAM (Libertanian/Peace Action). Contact
Terry 11ddle, 83 an«H_ICrcscent. SES
EDGWARE PEACE ON GROUFP Conitact
ud“" Estrin, 84 Ldgwarcbury Lane. Edgware.
iddx
FINCH'S (PORTOBRELLO ROAD) ANARCH_IQT
GROUP, Contact: Pamela Pearce, 385 lLatimer
Roa#. :;V 10. Meetings cvery Saturday 1 pm
at Finch'e,

ABROAD

AUSTRALIA. Federstion of Australian An¥r-

chisty, P.O. Box A 389, Sydney South. Public

m&lllﬁl every Sunday in the Domain, 2 pm

and osndays. 72 Oxford Street, Paddington.

ney, M.

mN!SB ARCHIST FEDERATION. Gothers

Vde. 27, Viborg, Denmark.

AN.COU‘KR. '-C-g CA!‘ADA.. A htﬂiti-

ted in forming anarchist and/or mm sction
1644

acod group contact Derek A,
n

James,
Boulevard,

North Vasocouver., BC.

burg V. ‘
TORONTO ANARCHIST GROUP. Coniad
R. Campbell, 219 Toryork Drive, Westos.
Ontario. Canada Wecekly mectings.

BELGIUM: LIEGE. Provos, ¢/o Jacques Charlrer.

Anarchist Association, 323 Fourth Street, OO -
Minne<ota SS720. USA. T
GROUP-(TREASON. Australian Anarchist, ¢ &
Meclbourne University Unioe o Paddy Fiar,.

¢'0 the same
MELBOURNE. Get in touch with Bod Hopl -+ -
34 Dorritt Streel. Cadton, Victona

Australia.  Public wmeetings at  Yarra

Melbourns.



Satisfied

Dear Pdivons,

t am geneinlly critienl of Farroom,
aften of shortevmings beyond your cons
trol, and thin is why ) feel 1 owe it 1o
your o tell you how satialied 1 was with
your  laat daie 1 subaerite  wholes
heartedly (0 your  editorial  'Neither
Washinglon not Hanel', and 1ot Robin:
son's artivie v of the kind which v most
nevoranty (0 wiite (f annichists are (o
keep thelr distinotive standpoint, and not
w b led, in elr thoughts or (helr
actiony, (o eapouse vanves which, for some

o hidden or not o hidden inleroats, are
¢ widely publicired, while othera, for siml-
Inr intereats boing at work, ate hanlly
known  'Harrod's new face (n hell’ I not

(0 my taate, but the action v which it

‘ tefera 1 Ond very vheeting, 1t Ia time (0
we aomething Jdone againat  advortises
menia, which are a form of violenee,

* dhrevted against our time, taste, atlention,

Police Raids

NnuMAN ST, JOUN-SITVAS, MP,
Arthur Lewia, MP, and Lond
Maanihan - were  prompl 10 expross
“eir  anviely  at the lady Diana
~ooopet i, which tollowed & tipoft
vooasl by the police (o be anonymows and
0 the vame Lime from 'a source bolloved
A Do elable’ 1 wrute teat lotter to all
e, pointing out that the Treodom
ycess tand wan in principle just ss dangen
W Maoymhan merely acknowlndged the
r. Lewin did not reply, St John.
vas wiote (March 1) “Thank you for
letter and information, and 1 will
soal mention 1L E T find some means
~aamg the case of Lady Diana Cooper
(dhe House of Commome* Well, he
' Mmiw the Cooper case on March 7,
i the Home Office agreed that ‘it illue
" wes the need fur police officert to take
"3 reasonable stopa to check all informa.
‘ Y hefore they take the serioun further
¢ ol applying for a search warmant',
# Timer, March R) No referance,
ver (v Freedom Prosa. Hin letter to
ar agned off 'Yourns sincerely’,
( wnc hundred and Afty police searched
* "% people from 2 10 7 am al the
i olic Farth on March ), making only
van arrests—7 for 'drugs’, ) for ‘offen-
Y% weapom' and one for ‘obstructing
hy Noine’ A furz remarked 'So this s
< they come to spend their National
ance’ | beleve that no member of
i Astocracy i involved and there are
N no parliamentary protests,
¥ .0 Joun BinTwHISTLR.
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y q.uunmw. MARCH 23, saw 136
2.~ poople —the largest number 80 far—
s . Somonstrating their opposition to United

- Saater policy i Vietnam. This was in
Wolverhampton, Staffordshire, home of
much of the heavy engincering capacity
w the Mudlands. Like the demonstration
i the Saturday before, in Birmingham, the
5 dfferenoe between this and many past
demomtrabons i becoming apparent. It
w ot the students that are coming out
wio the streets. There arc students, a
ot of studentt. but more and more

.~ DOWN!

FINANCIAL STATEMENT
Letiswated Esproses:

12 weeks ot £99: £1,080
Income: Seles sad Subs €857

£223

Geays: M.P. £1; Woherhampton: ) K. W.*
L., JL® Y- Ouford: Anon® §/-; New
York: WG 17/6, Blackburn: Anon §/-;
Dvoltwich: W.C. 10-, London, N.16: L.F.
4  Cambridge: RT. 10.-. Cheltenhan
LGW.L10., Teass: FR. £2/10/.; Exeters
Al 9 Todmsorden: GB. 10/-; Dun-
,. fermiine: ) D £),19 6, Hedderofield: G.L.
¥ f1; Liverpool: Anarchist Group 10/,

-

- "J-&,.

o

DEFICIT:

TOTAL: (€816 9
Previossly Acknewiedged: (146 13 9

$ 198 Total to Dufe:  £155 10 6
Bolence B/F Deficit: £223 0 0

' TOTAL DEFICIT: £67 9 6

MOVING FUND

Turget s £500.
Received 1o Date—2372 18s. 44.

PREMISES FUND

Target s 11,000 per year.
Pledges received 1o date—£395 181, 04,
Pledges honoured to date—£302 2a. 14.

' Workers Against the War

e A A SRR e

Letters & Controversy

e

train of thoughts and (ntelligence, by
people with monay niad alming at making
more money. My congmtulations also
o the work done by the Anarchist
Dlagk Crum,

Yours fraternnll
London, S.B.14,
17.).08.

What Critics P

Dear Commdes,

It wan sstonishing (o read John Rety's
opening paragraph last week, telling us
that 'many atnrchista' have oritioed our
'‘Neither Washington nor Hanol' policy.
Astonished becnuse thin implies, not that
nonrchiste  guestion and criticlse  our
policier, which In right and proper fot
anarchiste 10 do, but (hat they presum-
ably support the 'Victory for the Viet
cong' line peddied by many political
ncalled ‘rovolutionary® groups,

Victory for the Vielcong can mean
one or both of only two thinga: military
victory and/or political victory,

If the Vietcong nre to beat the Amerls
oans militarily, they have, quite simply,
to out-gun thom. They have got to ki,
bomb and burn more than the Americans
aro doing, have done and will do or can
do. Not only have the Vietcong to kil
more Americans than the Americana can
kill of them, but they will have to clear
them out of the Vietnamese towns and
villagea which they now hold, which will
mean more destruction of these places
than the Americans have ao far achloved
and inevitably more destruction of the
Vietnameno people, their farms and work-
shops and way of life than the Americans
have managed to date.

Since the suffering, killing and deatruc.
tlon that the US forces have so far
inflicted upon the Victnamese people 1s
already enormous-—-and is in fact the
reaton why most oppose tho war—is it
the with of those ‘anarchists’ that all this
be moro than doubled 30 that & Com-
munist regimo may bo imposod over what
remains of Vietnam and its suffering
population?

For this {s what political victory will
mean. And while you may say ‘bettor
Red than dead’ in fact the killings witl
not stop with a political victory, The
difference will bo that the gallows and

the firing squad will replace the napalm,
as tho abominablo institutionalised vio-

%‘m QL.

ordinary working-class people sickened
by the suffering caused by this terrible
war, are now joining in. Despite the
prophets of doom in both the Pcace
Movement and on ‘the Left', the came
psign i2 on tho move and, liko the Birm-
ingham demonstration, this demonstra.
tion was organsed by the locally-run,
locally-organised Wolverhampton Coun-
c¢il for Peace in Vietnam—a group sup-
ported by many individuals and groups
opposed to the war and of many stand-
points.

Soon, perhaps, this war will be over.
When it is, perhaps we can take the
lessons Jearned in organising local pro-
test actions in the towns up and down
the country, with their well-learned les-
sons on how to get on with each other
in action despite ideological and attitudi-
nal differences, and turn these lessons
into methodological frameworks for
action relevant to domestic issucs both
in relation to industry and social welfare.
The one factor which these Vietnam
Councils have is their almost-absent tics
to s national body. The British Council
for Peace in Victnam has always been
very weak and has had, cspecially in the
last twelve months, Joss and less real
control over the local councils with their
strong rank and file dominance. Perhaps
one of the grealest mistakes made by
bodies like the National Commitice of
100 and the like is (o reject the local
Council or Group simply because of an
ideological split with onc of the often,
largely self-appointed, lcaders or the
motions passed by politicos at Confer-
ences or National (or dare 1 say it,
merely even London) Meectings, which
local Councils have always ignored any-
way.

One of our mottos is ‘All Power To
The People’ and this means we act our
decisions in relation to actions in our
own localities. This includes both the
action itself and also its planning which
i often run on almost ayndicalist lines.
Where the Vietnam Solidarity Campaign
fails 13 it does not ask the views of the
individual marcher, it mercly thrusts the
action on to him and wondcrs why we
then objeet. -

PeETER NEVILLE,

once of the Communist siule repiac
'lho abominable vivlenve of Annp:::;
warmnkets, The Vielcong wi) Wreak
thelr rovenge vpoh all those 44k Viet-
namese who did not support them, whe
did not smawer their call to riag yp during
(he Now Year offensive
It you are & Communist (8(g)inia
Muolst, Trotakyist) you can suppgy lhl;
kind of thing. If you pluy the political
game from elther Mo you mugy care
nothing for the misery Inevitably jp your
policies, Hut M you sre an anyrehyjer.—
”p’. Morg 'h.ﬂ

that v, if you care for
for the establishment of an authoriterian

eglme of ono kind or anothep
:m.ul reject both aides, hen you

Neither the Americans nor the v,
cong care & damn for the Vieinamees
people. Obviously one doean't hay,e e
onlarge upon tho role and purpimg of e
Americany in Vietnam, but do our crjyjcal
comrades understand the rolg of (e
Vi e qulte obviow

W quile obvioumly to k

Americans in Vieinam! Then no 4ep the

tonl
they thus piay iInto the hands of (?0:10.
munist propagandists and divupt (heir

own economy, but they are befng

to serve the purposes of Ch.lil’mll"l M‘:g
who would not bo ablo t0 maintain his
positlon in power if there were not vag
American forces fighting In Agje The
amount of unrest of which we know in
China would esculate-=will escalato—ihe
moment the US pull out of Vietnam
unloss another crisls can be engingered
olsowhoro, like Laos or Cambodis, 1o

keop the pot bolling and keop th
wolf at China's door. Pihe Yankes

To support one side or the ot
Vietnam ﬁo to support the dulmct?;; :y';

people for power politics. And, more 10
our point, it Is to forget all tho anarchiat
analysis that lies behind the words “War
is tho Health of the State',

Now to support necithor side Iy not
‘purist’ or ‘cynical’. (Much more cynical,
aurely, to support the Vietcong from a
safe distance knowing that thoir vict
could only mean continued suffering for
the Vietnameso peoplo!) That is only the
negative side. The positive side is to do
our damnedest to prevont the continua-
tion of the war, and to call for a liber.
tarian alternative to the Vietcong in
Vietnam when thoe fighting stops. This
latter is tho difficult part to put into
practice. The situation in Vietnam is so
awful that only immonse courage and
organisational abllity—only in fact a
social revolution-~can  provide the
snswor. And after all these years of war
it is hardly possible, eapecially as neither
Washington nor Hanoi would allow the

emorgence of a libertarian socicty~

which, surcly, is why anarchists rej
them both! i i

All right, so we can't do much about
an anarchist aliernative in Vietnam. Only
the Victnamess people can do that any.
way. But wo ¢an do something about
the British Government's support for the
US, while our comrades in America, as
wo know, are doing all they can there
to undermine their state’s ability to make
war.

The job of all anarchists outside Viet-
nam is to arouso public opinion {0 make
it impossible for their governments to
support the war, This, surely, is why

anarchists took part in the attack on the
Amecrican Embassy—if that is what it

was—without supporting Hanof.

If anarchists are not clear about this,
then they arc just allowing themselves to
be used once again, as so often in the

past, to help somebody clse into power.
London, NNW.).

Individual
and the Community

Dear Edilors,

Tho anonymous author of ‘Organisa-
tion and Responsibility’ is confused
about individualism. Neither 19th cen-
tury socicly nor our present environment
was or is based on individualism, In
both the ‘community’ claimed or claims
priority over the individual in all crucial
matters. Even such an ardent anarcho-
communist a3 Emma Goldman exposed
this socialist myth—scc her cssay on
‘Minoritics versus Majorities’,

Apart from this, thc anonymous
author reveals his own latent authori-
tarianism in his view that the individual
should be ‘able to fully develop his own
personality in harmony with the viral
needs of communal life’. (My emphasis,)

What happens if the needs of an indivi-
dua) confllict with those of the ‘com-
munal lifc'? Here the ‘harmony’ is dis-
turbed and if this individua) were recalci-
trant would have to be restored. How
clsc could this be done except by the
exercise of some kind of authority? There
would be no other way to serve ‘the

PHILIP SANSOM,

tommon good'' In other words, an
‘anarchy’ would exist in which the vertl-
cd authorily of the Siate would have
been repinced by the harigontal authority
of the ‘vommunity’

When hae lul;omy At heen based,
directly or indirectly, on the ides that
prior right belongs to the collectivity?
Desput, democrat, socialist-—all in one
way or another appes) (o the ‘people’ of
the ‘community’ as the sanction for their
tule. Wherever the collectivity is above
the individun) thete is law and the in-
terests of the individual must be wub-
ordinated to the interests of the collec
livity. Why assume that an ‘anarchiet’
collectivity ot ‘community’ will be sy
less nuthoritarian in its power over the
individual?

nr shifting ‘problems’ from an indivi.
dualist basis to0 a communal one, your
anonymous suthor simply makes the
‘communily’ or soclety the new idol to
which the individual is to be sacrificed.

God and the State are dead! Long live
CGod and the State ae Society!

Sincerely,
London, W 2, 8. B PankEa.
18.2.08,

Wrong about PN P

¢IDEACE NEWS' has fimally said it.

When workers strike back against
the siate, when the anger of the people
culminates in violence, they stand on the
side of the starus quo.

They are now going in for smears,
too. Recently they wers informed that
the Aberdesn Branch of the Syndicalist
Workers Federation was prepared to
amist US draft dodgers, cic-— FrrrnoM
carries it, even our local student paper
took an advert—but from PN, not one
word, We can only assume that this was
because we are not only syndicalists, but
advocates of revolution, When the fruit
juice brigade have the guts to publicly
declare their intention to help US com-
rades, and thus risk possible arrest, then
we'll listen to them. But now, we find
that they identify us with the First of
May Group! From PN, 15.3.68, ‘The
First of May Group is claiming more
and more adherents, particularly among
young militants in Scotland and Wales,
where more conventional political protest
has been ruled out in favour of anarchic
attacks’. The only comment we can make
on this rubbish is, ARE THEY TRYING
TO OET US FRAMED? We certsinly
sympathise with the First of May Group,
we salute them as follow fighters in the

international class struggle, BUT WE
WOULDN'T KNOW THEM IF WE

MET THEM IN OUR SOUP. PN has
no right to place both First of May and
ourselves in danger from the authorities.
The only bombs in Aberdecn at the
moment are on paper. Qur explosions
are our syndicalist ideas.

It has never been any secret in Scot-
land that many Scottish anarchists advo-
cate, and commit, sabotage. Thm has
been going on (and government installa-
tions have been going up) long before
the First of May Group appeared. Then
the ‘piss the polis' brigade attacked us,
threatened to reveal the names of those
who took part in such action to the
police. Which was all very nice and
libertarian of them.

Are they at it again? Do they really

hate the violent so much that they would
‘shop’ us to the state?

We make it clear that sabotage in
Abcrdeen—and really nowhere else can
be read into PN's remarks, is a virtual
dead duck. The major Civil Defence
installation in the area was reduced to a
burnt out wreck long ago and there is
no longer any point in smashing up
scrvice offices. We arc a serious working-
class group.

It only remains for me to ask the
comrade ecditors of FreepoM to stop
advertising PN, We thought a while
back that PN was going anarchist—
well, we were wrong—the ‘anarchism’
i8 anti-working-class pig-shit.

ABERDEEN WORKER.

This letter should really have been
sent 10 ‘Peace News whose coniributor,
Richard Matthews, has misled and mis-
informed people,

Our advertlsement s an exchange one

with ‘Peace News and will remain for
our mutual benefit.

EDITORS.

‘Peace News’ this week :

Roger Moody—Postmortem on NVAYV in
Cambodia

Jeff Crawford—Racism, Housing, Jobs
and Black Power in Britain

Paul Derrick—Gold and the Budget
Adrian Mitchell—Money Talks
Rohert Hurwitt—US Elections
Price 1/- from

§ Caledonian Road, Kings Cross,

*

o

London, N.1

FIFTH COLUMN

SOFT CENTRE

lN (HF New Staresrman of Mareh 22,
|98, sppeared the compleie 1ozt of
an ogreed sasement made in open cowrt
Ahe conclomon of the New Siarepmen's
libel actson agamut Privete Fye TH
insertion was pad for by the Pye
The tent mchuded the loflowing
the NEW STATFSMAN whick »
a national weebly pund with & lomg
and honourable history as @ mrong sep

porier of progressive principles and
causer

l)urlngl the course of the last two yeary
the Defrndants have susiained a scwrrd
lous and malicious coampaign in the [orm
of a number of gravely defamatory
articles . The purpose and da!' :-1
this campaign has been 10 suggest
the NEW STATESMAN has abandoned
lts progressive principles ond 1o poriray
Mr Johnson as a person unworthy 1o be
Editor of the NEW STATESMAN . . .
and that he has adopted a J:;:h; arte
tude towards the Prime Minister

In hi personal column in the same
msue Paul Johnson wrote:

All things considered, the PM he
treated Mr. Brown for three and a half
years, with unprecedented kindness ol
orbearance.

; . . . Tolerance and a s0ft hm;;z:
mirable qudlities in a privete

they are grave faults in @ prime
minister, w

It was obviously Mr. Johnson's mien-
tion to restore the New Statesman's long
and honourable tradition by this passage.
Only a nmzd supporter 0f Progreisve

end.

It is of course udicrous for a journs
which has pretentions o progressive
principles 1o sue for libel

The libel laws are used by the stats
to deter and punmh criticism. The libel
laws are-—or ought to bo—the target ol
all radical and progressive journalists.

But there are very few nd.ul and
progressive journalists in Britain. Paud
Johnson is not one of them. He is, how-

ever. eminently worthy to be editor of
the O!d Stateswoman

HARD THINKING
GRFBTINGS to Frances James re-

ported by the Dally Mail last week
to be appearing on CND's Aldermaston
posters this year. Frances has a Tory
mother who 15 a candidate in Hammes
smith council elections, tnd goes fo
St. Mark's Secondary School in Fulham
But she has obviously been corrupted
by local propaganda. She told the Mail:
I marched with the anarchists on Sun-
day because 1 didn’t agree with Vanesse
Redgrave’'s 'Victory for the Vietcong'.
I am sl thinking about being an
anarchist because 1 have become very
disitlusioned with polhical parties.

BRIEF INTERVAL

LSO in the Mail——as In the other

newspapers—jast wook was a report
of a report by the House of Commons
Estimates Committee on Broadmoos,
Britain’s top security mental hospital.

The assistant chief nurse told the
Committee:

We want to do a good job, but at the
end of the day we really do not do much
more than a farmer would do for his
animals. We are maimiaining observation
and discipline, but we are ceriainly not
doing the job the hospital should be
doing.

Prisons and mental hospitals are
rarely the sunniest of places. A com-
bination of the two is bound 10 be un-
pleasant for its inmates whatever cfforts
are made to improve conditions. Broad-
moor, as described in the Commons
report, with its overcrowding and short-
age of stafl is even worse than one would
have expected. 1t usually succeeds in
being a prison but fails completcly as a
hospital.

Now with the publication of this o
port Broadmoor fails momentarily in its
primary role which is to shut these un-
fortunate people away from the rest of
us 30 that we don’t have to think about
them. '

For a brief interval MPs, journalists
and newspaper readers are compelled to
consider the daily existence of Broad-
moor patients. Perhaps there will be a
marginal improvement in the institution
Perhaps not.

The only certainty is that eve

—except those involved—will soon forget
the Broadmoor story.

WynrorD Hicks.

PLEASE NOTE

WE GO TO PRESS ON MONDAY.

LATEST DATE FOR RECEIPT OF

MSS.. LETTERS, MEETING NOTICES

IS THE MONDAY IN EACH WEEK
OF PUBLICATION,
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Vages Held

THE Labour Government’s budget
is the first since 1930 that is
intended to lower the living stan-
dards of the people. Its increased
taxation exceeds the wartime budget
of 194041 and is meant to bring
about a cut of 2% in consumption,
As such it has been rightly described
as a ‘bankers’ budget’. Its main
object is to channel resources so as
to improve the balance of payments.
By 1969, it is hoped that it will have
achieved an annval surplus of
£500m.., with the aid of drastc
curbs on consumer spending at home
by means of higher taxation. pnce
'ocreases reinforced with wage re-
straint.
" The Chancellor has added a few
sweeteners to try to  pacify the
Labour suppuorters, such as increases
o family a nces, the tax on uns
eamad mncone of rich childeen, a

REW on uncamed income
over £3000 per annum and in-
creased rchase tax on luxury
soads however, are wve

minor conoessions in a budget whic

fundamentally aims at cutting living
standands of people. in order to in-
crease the profits of the emplovers.

LTI
Gontact Golumn

< ‘lhs‘cdmeﬁmtormnnnlnid

Barpett (Lescester), Griffin  (Aston).

Hams (York), Jamicson (Man-
chester), Kidrom (Hull), Kuper (LSE),
Mackmosh (Leicester) Macintyre
(Escx). Posoer (Essex),  Staw
(Lecds). Williams (Cambridge), plus
Mosler (Berim) and Rankin  (Wis-
comen). Topic: “Strategies for Demo-
aatmatioa of the Uarversities'.
Exaqunics: contact D. Rosenberg, 51
(16 cach mdudmg postage). Keith

Xouwch Paper. New “strect-seller” price 1/-.

. Sounds cxciting — Peter Cadogan.
Wrte 0 hamn for mformation: 13
Goodwia Strect, N4. Tel 01-272
5524.

JRelk Masic. Every Tuesday—Bexleyheath

. Folk Centre, “Lord Bexley” Pub (opp.
Bexleyheath CQlock Tower). Bexley
YOND. 150 Rydal Drive, Bexley-
beath, Kest 26 admismion.

Meews wanted. Has any comrade a room
to let, bowever small, fumished or
uafzratshed, at 2 reasomable distance
from Aldgate East? Lilian Wolfe
c'o Freedom Press. .

Neldher Washington Nor Hamol. Stickers
{6/ a 100 ncluding postage), Posters
(1% doz. including postage). Keith
Nathag, 138 Pemoymead, Harlow,
Essex.

Picket ot Polish Embassy in solidarity
with Polish stodeats. Saturday,
March 23, 11 am Great Portland
Suvet. Bring basvers.
mmwmmmg.

Vam and driver if possible. Required
Easter Weekend. For March, Anar-
chist Lit. sales team and public
meetings, eic. Write J. Huggon, c/o
Freedom Press )

SGckers. ‘Dasger: Dictatorship. Stay
awzy from Greece in 1968" Avail-
able from Co-Ordipating Commuittee
for Campaign Agamst Tounsm to
Greece. 60 Tottenham Court Road,
W.1. 1/- for a sheet of 20,

GCreece mmst be free! Rally—Trafalgar
Square, April 21, 230 p.m. Speakers
inclode Melina Mercoun.

East Anglia. If you're near Ipswich. call
on us. We stock all Freedom Press
publications, and have FrReEpom and
and Anarchy regularly. Orwell Books,
44 Upper Orwell Street, Ipswich.
Saflolk.

N you wish to make contact let us know.

While there are to be rises in
prices, indirect taxation and rents
(now sprcad over a threc year
period), a close check is to be main-
tained over incomes. The Economist
says that these checks are not strong
enough and a nil norm for centrally
bargained increases should have
been imposed. Allowances would
only be made where ‘bidding up’ for
a certain type of labour was nceded.
They think that the present Govern-
ment proposals will lead to a 6%
Increase.

‘OVER KILD

It does scem that the Cabinct has
hesitated in going the whole hog,
especially as there have been so
many warnings of a total statutory
wage freeze, In fact, the ‘over-kill’
nature of the budget does suggest
that this is to vountermand the in-
comes policy. The fact that Mr.
Jenkins himself favours a freeze also
points to this and that the other
members of the Cabinet objected.
However any interference by the
Government to curb increases is to
be deplored and must be attacked
and resisted as a point of principle.

What does the Government'’s in-
comes policy now mean to workers
and how will it affect their wage
claims? First the Government has
set a 33X wage rise ceiling and any-
thing above this will be restrained
by law. This also applies to divi-
dends, but, unlike wages, these can
be kept and paid out later., The
wage increases will not be given
automatically, but will have to
satisfy certain criteria. This applies
at all levels, local, national, and at
shop floor. Lower paid,workers will
be included, but others will have to
show increased productivity or come
from a genuine productivity deal.
Those increases that do not satisfy
the requirements will be referred to
the Prices and Incomes Board,
whose delaying powers will be in-
creased from the present seven
months to twelve months. These
powers of reference will last for 18
months, but can be renewed. :

VIRTUALLY A WAGE
FREEZE
While statutory powers are not
planned at present to prevent de-
layed wage increases being back-
dated when the twelve-month period
is up, the Government would cer-
tainly consider this if the employers
conceded. However, while employers
might back-date a seven-month de-
lay, they will be reluctant to do this
for a twelve-month period, unless
re from their workers force
them to do so. So in effect, while
the Government has not openly pro-
claimed a total wage freeze, it is
virtually an undercover one with

statutory powers still kept in reserve
as an added threat.

Mr. Woodcock, General Secretary
of the TUC, has said that he ‘does
not think that the Government can
sustain the powers for 18 months’.
But workers have reached this posi-
tion because they and their trade
union leaders, especially Mr. Wood-
cock, have, on the whole, acquiesced
to the Government. All forms of

ALDERMASTON

Sellers Wanted.

Please collect supplies

of Freedom and Anarchy
from Express Printers
Angel Alley

84a Whitechapel High St E1
between 3 and 8 pm

on Thursday April 11
Telephone REN 3736

at once to order your supply
R, A BT RS WM

wage restraint have started out as
Only temporary’, but a new crisis
1$ Soon given as a reason for con-
tinuing them, How long the
l.:t)w.rcmmcm can ‘sustain’ wage
vZ¢ powers depends on trade
urionists, but Mr. Shore, the Econo-
mic Minister, has said that they will
fhewable every year,

lcadlcrr(;adga the trade unions and their
peade ve accepted interference

00 long, but if this pattern is

fonlml{ed. as the Government secems
O CNVisage, then, in the words of
Mr. Doy

: ghty of the Draughtsmen's
Union, it “is ‘another step on

the greasy track to a corporate

State’. But this ‘greasy track® has

realise that they ‘might be faccg

h a really serious scramble by
trade unionists (my italics) on the
wages front’. If this happens where
would the leadership stand? They
cannot keep kidding their members
along, for more and morc workers
are realising that the Labour
Government is not their Government
and that they have to oppose it just
as they did with the Tories.

UNEMPLOYMENT AS WELL

Going along with the Government
has not only brought wage restraint,
but also looks like bringing more
unemployment, a thing that the re-
straint was supposed to prevent, The
underlying trend in unemployment
figures is upwards. These are the
benefits of a Labour Government,
which is showing that it is prepared
to take all the necessary measures
to 1mprove the competitiveness of

British capitalism at the expense of
the workers.

Mr. Jenkins has said that it will
be ‘a hard slog’, but the men in
Liverpool are showing that workers
are capable of hitting back and re-
sisting Government measures. It is
to be hoped that they will not be
alone and that other workers will
follow their example in the coming
months, when the effects of the

budget and virtual wage freeze begin
to be felt. PT.

Onece Bit, Twice Shy

¢(WNCE BITTEN, TWICE SHY’. This

is how the Stockport shop stewards
feel over the strike for trade union rights
and recognition at Heywood Cranes,
Redditch,

There will be no repeat performance
here of the long Roberts-Arundel dispute,
if these workers have their way. That’s
why the local shop stewards are offering
to call out 12,000 engincering workers
from necarby factories if the strike is not
settled soon.

‘Settle it or else’. That's the shop
stewards message to the management.

Up to now the bosses have been mess-
ing about! Playing for time! Knowing
the strike is still unofficial, and that the
workers are hard up. If they hope to
force the lads back by doing this, they've
another think coming! The lads are
solid, and this next week should see
either, a settlement or plans for a local
sympathy strike going forward.

This is another sample of what happens
when a 'big-hcad’ millionaire boss starts
dictating and laying down the law. This is
what always happens, when a company
like Acrow, takes over a trouble-frec firm
like Heywoods, and starts trying to force
through crack-pot ideas banning unions
and shop stewards.

The best way to do away with this
kind of trouble altogether would be for
a factory to be managed by its own

workers, but that’s a bit too much to

hope for.

More important just now is that the
180 strikers at Heywoods want support.
There are no scabs working at Heywoods,
but until the strike is made official by
the union there's no strike pay.

Industrial Union

HE WEAVERS' AMALGAMATION
will call for ‘one big union’ of textile
workers at the annual conference of
United Textile Workers' Association next
month. This new union would take the
place of the nin¢e unions, which at present
represent the industry. _
Another good resolution is one by the
Beamers’, Twisters’ and Drawers’ Amal-
gamation which calls for a restriction on
cash support to the Labour Party.

NorTH WEST WORKERS.

- Nt EL d *_ Fewedo~ Presm, 178 Magwell Road, Loundon, SW.6.
Poimte? by Expuw “Laadoa, ﬁ\m > Rl '
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Huvluge Workers -
Join Busmen /
0

N WEDNESDAY, Liverpool Cor-

poration busmen once again voted
unanimously to continue their unofficial
strike of over two wecks. The meeting,
attended by about 3,000 of the 3,400
busmen, resolved to carry on ‘until our
just demands are met’. They are de-
manding £17 per week in line with the
dockers, but originally came out for an
increase of 23/- per week, which had
been agreed to by the Corporation, but
referred to the Prices and Incomes
Board.

A speaker at the meeting said, “This
strike will be a long bout, make no
mistake about it. We can go it alone
and we can win on our own, but we
want to get active support from other
-arcas.’ Strikers have been to Glasgow,
where busmen have also had their agreed
claim referred to the PIB. This strike is
unofficial and obviously there is a need
to spread the dispute to other arcas.

While this has not been achicved so
far, support has come from other Liver-
pool workers. Road haulage workers
came out on unofficial strike last Mon-
day because of the delay in the negotia-
tion for an increase of £1 per week.
Previously their union, the Transport
and General Workers' Union tried to
win this award at a meeting of the Road
Haulage Council. The council says that
the £1 per week increase should only be
given to the low-paid workers, which
means, according to them, about 10%
of the men. Considering that the present
basic rates range from £10 18s. 6d. to
£12 16s. 3d. per week, you would have
thought that they all came in this
category.

The haulage drivers’ unofficial stop-
page soon spread and now involves about
7,500 men. This is drastically affecting
the delivery of goods in the area. The
Liverpool refinery of Tate & Lyle has
now completely stopped work. Some
areas have mationed their supplics of

Apprentices Demand

¢PUT YOUR MONEY where your

mouth is', that’'s how most appren-
tices must feel when they hear bosses
and politicians going on about the
country needing a more highly trained
labour force.

Up to now most employers have been
giving their lads training on the cheap.
Paying out low apprentice wages, not
providing proper training and educational
facilitics, and often using their lads as
a form of Cheap Labour.

We're always glad to see the lads
putting in for more money! More so
since the North West has often been the
centre of struggles and strikes for better
apprentice pay and conditions, and that
local libertarians and syndicalists have
often led these apprentice campaigns.

APPRENTICE CONFERENCE

This month's AEU conference of
engineering apprentices called for: a £2
a week rise in pay now; the right to be
consulted on anything that affects the
lads in the factories (negotiating rights).
Better training schedules and education
facilities, were also demanded.

A Scottish delegate proposed that
apprenticc representatives should be pre-
sent when their interests are discussed
by shop stewards and management. Then
by 46 votes to nowt, the conference urged
that something should be done to get
apprentices 60%, of the tradesman’s wage
at 15 years, and 90% at 20. The present
apprentice rate is 30%, at 15, rising to
80, at 20.

These demands are based on the
apprentice  ‘Youth Charter’, officially

e
-

sugar, while in others, wholesalers tr.'llJ
retailers hgvc rmn out. Workers of
Standard-Triumph of Coventry have als
bee.q sent home because deliveries of ca:
bodies are drying up. ¥

‘COMPLETELY UNOFFICIAL’

Trade union official, Mr. Ha
Verinder of the T&GWU, was sho
down when he asked for more time
carry out negotiations. Afterwards
emphasised that the stoppage was ‘co
pletely unofficial’. Mr. Jack Thomas,
union’s regional trade group Dist
Secretary, wanted a returmn to work
that productivity talks could go
with various companies. It was 2 ot
plex claim due to the various grades.
drivers. While the union seems 10 wig:
individual agreements with the
panics, the men want a basic wagesy:
lated to the type and size of the v
they handle. This rate, in turn. s
also be related to the other work
Mcmwide. I

In both these disputes, pay awards
being delayed, either by the PIB or
long drawn-out negotiations. Howew
it was made plain by the dockers' st
last year that direct action pays
Now road transport workers arc ha
a go for the same basic wage as
brothers in the docks. This is the sort
action that can bring results. It is lin
up with the demands of other work
and could form a platform for a general”
demand by other workers. After all; 3
how many workers get a basic wage of §
£17 per week? Not many. This makes®
Mr. Cousins’s campaign for £15 per wecﬂ.
look a bit sick. '.

It is to be hoped that both busmen: '!

|

and haulage workers can spread their
strike to other parts of the country. .
This then could be a start to smashing
the incomes’ policy, which the Govern.
ment introduced to back their ‘bankers’ +*
budget’.

backed by the union. The lads are not
asking for much! No more than we .
demanded during the apprentice strike
in 1960. But, it's a good job they've
agreed to recall the national committee

if their call for a £2 a week rise is not
met in the next three months, as we
would expect they'll have to take strong
measures if benefits are to be won.

B.B.

Winning at Arundel J

HE ROBERTS-ARUNDEL strikers
look like winning their fight for
‘industrial freedom, at last.

At a meeting last week between trade
unionists and the management, the firm
admitted being on its knees. This has
been got by workers all over the show,
who've donec their stuffi operating &
national backing campaign against
Arundels.

Reports from trade unionists who've
just been in Arundels, suggest that the
shop floor is in a hell of a slate. !
Machinery and castings arc thick with !
rust.

Faced with this and the threat of a

mass sympathy strike by North West
workers on April 19, the firn is being
forced to come to terms with the unions.
On Wednesday. March 27, a meeting will
be held to settle the strike by getting the
firm to accept trade union principles and
practices. But it is said theyll only be
able to start 10 strikers, after theyvwo
sacked all thc scabs. Let's hope the
unions make them add to this.




