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WHO SHALL CONTROL THE UNIONS?

* SIGNIFICANCE OF THE HORNER-LAWTHER CLASH

HE struggle betwween Will Lawther and Arthur Horner is not an
isolated affair, much less a merely personal quarrel; it repre-

sents a fundamental clash between the Labour Party and the Com-
munists which extends to all unions and even into the international

sphere.

Lawther and Horner are personally friendly to each other;

what is more, their industrial policy has been almost indistinguishable
in the past, so much so that Lawther has often been regarded as a

fellow traveller.

The issue that divides them now may seem to be

one of policy, but it is actually a question of who is to be boss—
not Lawther or Horner in the miners’ union, but Labour Party or
Communists in the Trade Union movement.

It would be very interesting to know which side initiated the
showdown; Horner's and Lawther’s statements shed no real light
on this question, and are to be taken as seriously as any other political

polemical gambits.

At the time of writing this, the General Council

of the T.U.C. is about to meet (Wednesday, 27/10/48), and the
Executive of the Mineworkers® Union the following day—after this

issue of Freedom will have gone to press.

This article, therefore,

will have to confine itself to generalities, to surveying the position

as a whole.

Actually the perspective thus gained will probably

prove more useful than the details of the controversy which will only
be available after the union meetings.

Political Control of the
Unions

The substance of the Mine-
workers’ Union Executive’s com-
plaint against Horner is that he
has used his position as secretary
to further the views of the Com-
munist Party rather than those of
the Mineworkers’ Union as a
whole. For what it is worth
there seems to be undoubted sub-
stance in this charge. But what
about the Labour Party Trade
Union leaders? Do they not use
their union positions to advance
the political ends of the social
democrats? Of course, since the
Labour Party have a majority of
posts in trade union officialdom,
the policy they ecarry out has an
air of democracy about it be-
cause it is endorsed by the
various cxecutives involved. But
they no more carry out the views
of the ranit and file than the
Communists do. Instances are
the acceptance of such measures
as the Essential Works Order
during the war, the No-Strike
agreement (with the bosses, not
the men ), the endorsement of the
government’s wage pegging pro-
posals, and so on. If Horner is
found formally guilty, he will be
judged by his fellow offenders.

For, of course,
that the whole of the structure of
the unions is designed for their
use in political ends. If they
were controlled from below by
the workers themselves this
would be impossible, but their
strongly centralized structure,
with the hierarchy of officials
makes them far more a weapon
in the hands of political parties

MORE WORLD CITIZENS

A group of ten Berliners held a meet-
ing in the British sector yesterday to dis-
cuss the possibility of emulating the ex-
ample of the American Garry Davis and
becoming “world citizens”, They in-
cluded four journalists, several authors,
and the proprictor of a dress shop. They
had received information that three
Germans from 'Bad Nauheim, in the
American zone, had already writtén (o
Mr. Davis for “world passports”, The
ten have therefore drafted a similar
letter of application and are in high hopes
of exchanging their German nationality
for a loftier ideal of universal citizenship.

Manchester Guardian, 12/10/48.

the truth is

than one to be wielded by the

workers.

Whatever the apparent grounds for
the present showdown, the real issue is
that the Labour Party members do not
object to political control of the unions
in itself, they only dislike it when
other parties aequire partial control.
The whole position is implicit in the
remark of W. J. Brown, himself a
union official of long standing, in an
article on the Lawther-Horner disputc
in the Evening Standard (21/10]48).
Mr. Brown writes: **Long ago the Com-
munists saw clearly that their hope of
success lay not in converting the masses
to Communism, but in penetrating,
capturing and subverting the existing
organs of society. And of all those
organs the trade unions were easily the
most important.'” The antithesis be-
tween the masses and the institutions of
society, not excepting their own alleged
crégans of struggle, the unions, is here
taken for granted. And of course W. J.
Brown is right to recognise the gulf
that exists.

The Miners’ Strike in France

There seems no doubt that the
miners’ strike in France will also be
direeted to serve the ends of the French
Communist Party—which is as much as
to soy the ends of Russian foreign
policy—though its apparent justification
lics in the grievances of the French
rainers.  The Communists in the C.G.T.
having cheerfully Jed the French miners
into positions of extremc danger in-
volving severe clashes with the police
will be guided in their conduct of the
struggle not by the needs of the miners,
though of course they will have to take
these into aceount for the sake of their
own prestige, but by the present policy
of Russia. Indeed it is amusing to hear
Horner tulking of the obligations of
international solidarity in the workers'
struggle, when, during the war the
Communists not mercly opposed strikes,
but sctually ordered their party mem.
bers to go to work ws blacklegs. Inter-
national solidarity, and not even solid-
arity with ncighbouoring places of work,
or cven their fellow workers in their
own trade could then make them dis-
obey the dictates of the Kremlin,  So
we are not  greatly  impressed by
Horner's new-found international feel-
ings of solidarity.

Social Democrats and Russia

The social democrats themselves have
adopted such an equivocal attitude to-
wiurds Russia that they are now harvest-
ing the results of their attitude in the
post.  Labour Party officials know well
enough what the general situation in
Russin is, how the trade unions nre run
and so on.  But beeause they think
that Russin was held in esteem by the
workers, and that they would loge sup-
port by speaking the truth about it,
they have kept quiet oabout Russinn
affairs in the past, or have even joined
in the lip serviee which the wartime
allinnee with the Soviet Union made
expedicat.  In politics it is not the truth

(Continued on page 4)

Politics Behind French Strikes

HE situation in France offers a

tragic illustration of the results of
political infiltration in the working-
class struggle. To the privations
which necessarily result from a strike
which has already lasted four weeks
has been added the more  dramatic
sufferings caused by the clashes be-
tween the strikers and the Govern-
ment’s armed forces. Workers have
been killed and wounded, mines have
been flooded and put out of action
for months to come. And yet as the
struggle is amplified the aims of the
strikers instead of becoming bolder,
appear more and more insignificant.
The demands for wage increases are
already too small to cover the rapid
rise in the cost of living and the other
demands seem ridiculously small
compared with the strength displayed
by the strikers.
It is obvious that the miners have
genuine grievances and that they
command the sympathy, and to a
great extent the solidarity, of a large
section of the French working-class
as has been shown by strikes which
have taken place in other industries.
How is it then that the miners have
been unable to obtain satisfaction for

TITO AS “TROTSKY
WRECKER”

N our comments on the struggle
between Tito and the Jugoslav
Communist Party and the Comin-
form, we remarked that the actions
of the Cominform would be calculated
to ensure that their charges would
prove true. Thus they accused Tito
of looking towards the West and
showing leanings towards the bour-
geois powers. They then proceeded
to exercise economic sanctions in
essential materials against Jugoslavia.
Inevitably, when deprived of such raw
material as Russian cotton, Tito’s tex-
tile industry looks elsewhere, and the
business men of the West are not
slow to snap up the market. Tito is
leaning towards the West; soon he
will be a Trotsky wrecker!

As we foresaw, the straits that Tito
finds himself in would be ruthlessly
exploited by the Western powers. He
has stood out against British claims
for compensation for British concerns
in Jugoslavia which have been
nationalized. Now, however, com-
pensation, at a rate much nearer the
British estimate than his own, is to be
paid as part of the purchase price of
essential  materials  denied by the
Cominform outfits, Doubtless British
and American capital will seck to re-
gain a stranglehold on  Jugoslav
economy. If that happens, Tito will
indeed have changed over from being
a Kremlin puppet to being a Wall
Street-Bank of England puppet, and
will receive, though hardly deserve,
the vilest vituperations of the Com-
munist Party of the Soviet Union,
The changeover will hardly add any
substantial weight to his real crimes—
those he has committed against the
workers and peasants of Jugoslavia
and the various zones which have had
the misery of coming under his
bloody dictatorship.

the modest demands they put forward
a few weeks ago?

The explanation is to be found in the
unwillingness of the Communist con-
trolled C.G.T. (General Confederation
of Labour) to press the struggle with
sufficient energy to secure victory. We
are witnessing what may appear at first
sight a paradoxical situation. We see
that, on the one hand, the French C.P.
seems o give complete support to the
strikers and welcome an open clash be-
tween the forces of repression of the
government and the miners, but on the
other hand we see that it refuses to take
a line of action which would ensure a
swift and complete victory for the miners.
As the French Anarchist Federation
pointed out from the beginning only an
unlimited general strike for aims worthy
of the sacrifices which the strike would
cause would have secured them victory.

The C.G.T. and the Communist
Party are, however, less interested in the
aims to be achieved by the strike than in
the political capital it can make out of it.
As its record shows, the C.P. has always
been liberal with workers’ lives; since the
liberation it has boastfully adopted the
title of “le parti des fusillés” because of
the great number of Communists shot
during the German occupation. A few
dozen workers shot by the Ministry of
the Interior’s forces will justify the title
of murderers which the C.P. has been
hurling at the government during the
past few weeks and will also give trade
union leaders an opportunity to bathe in
the glory of their martyrdom (T.U. leaders
never get killed, however). In fact, the
wounded and the dead will not give the
measure of Communist militancy but
rather of their betrayal.

Rolling Strikes

If the Communist Party had wished to
secure o rapid victory for the miners it
would not have discouraged a general

strike. The C.G.T. at its Congress
recently held in Paris voted resolutely
agamnst a general strike and favoured

instead the gréves rournantes (revolving
or rolling strikes) which would hit one
industry after another. The aim of these
rolling strikes is 1o paralyse one sector of
industry after another, for a short period
of time, thus creating chaos in the whole
economic life of the country while
avoiding an immediate breakdown. Benoit
Franchon, the Communist general secre-

tary of the C.G.T., explained to the
delegates the advanta of the rolling
strike. “We have received a number of

letters calling for a general strike,” he
said, “but one does not create a general
strike as easily as partial strikes, and often
the partial strikes, if they are well
directed, permit us to obtain better results
than action en masse.” One may note in

passing the use of the words “create” and
“well directed” which betray the Com-
munist leaders’ desire to launch workers
into strikes like Generals throw an army,
into battle. It is for the higher tacticians
of the Party and not the workers ta
decide which type of strike is better (the
leaders of the Italian C.P. have alsa
adopted now the rolling strike in prefer-
ence to the general strike).
Failure of New Tactic

What interests us most, however, is
to discover what Mr. Franchon means
by “better results”. The rolling strike is
obviously an excellent arm to disorganise
economy and keep the government in con-
stant fear of being overthrown but it is of
little use to improve workers’ conditions.,
Instead of throwing their whole weight in
a swift struggle against the government
the workers are being asked to exhaust
themselves in a series of skirmishes which
are almost always bound to end in defeat

This new tactic is a further proof that
the Communist Party does not want an
improvement in workers’ conditions.
Workers’ unrest is necessary to the C.P.

for it provides it with a bargaining
weapon with which it hopes to obtain
entry into the government. Because,

though the C.P. is now calling the minis-
ters of the present government murderers,
they would not be opposed to sitting in
the Cabinet if these murderers made some
room for them, and if they could obtain
such important posts as the Ministry of
Defence and the Ministry of the Interior.
A  number of Socialist, M.R.P, and
radical deputies, led by the President of
the Assembly, Edouard Herriot, would
welcome the entrv of the C.P. into the
government as a means of stopping in-
dustrial unrest but the Government must
be more than a little worried by de
Gaulle’s threat that he would seize power
if the Communists were put in charge of
the Army or the Police.

One cannot rule out however, the
possibility of a compromise being reached
and of the C.P. entering the government
once again. The C.P. keeps this eventu-
ality in mind too and this is another
reason for not wishing to obtain certain
rights for the workers which they may
regret once they are in power. When
the C.P. was in the government it was
opposed to a sliding scale of wages, and
to the 40 hours’ week and they would no
doubt oppose them again if they were to
enter the government.

The events in France are too closely
linked up with the international situation
to allow for prognostics. Whether a com=
promise will be reached or unrest develop
into civil war is more likely to be decided
in Washington and Moscow than on the
coalfields of France. And much
workers' sacrifices and heroism will haye
been wasted once again.

MORE POLITICAL

E are informed that next

month seven members of
the C.N.T. are coming up for
trial in Spain. Among them are
several members of the National
Committee of the C.N.T. They
were arrested in December 1947,
Among the accused are comrades
Manuel Villar, Luis Morales
and Eustaguio Rodriguez. The
authorities are trying to establish
a connection between the above
accused and the arrest of a
number of comrades during
which our comrade Burgos was
killed and a policeman wounded.
Though in fact these comrades
were not involved in that inci-
dent, the authorities are trying to
use it in order to obtain the
death sentence for comrade
Villar and another of the accused
and thirty years’ imprisonment
for the other five C.N.T. mem-

TRIALS IN SPAIN =

bers. :
Manuel Villar is well-known
in the international anarcho-
syndicalist movement. Many
yvears ago he was one of the
editors of La Protesta of Buengs
Aires and was later expelled
from Argentina. In Spain, he
became the editor of Solidarida
Obrera, of Barcelona, and
Fragua Social, of Valencia befg >
Franco's victory. i
We appeal to comrades
over the world to initiate a egg
paign of protest against this nes
attempt to desiroy the Spa L
anti-fascist movement by
of assassinations and executig
We must defend the libertg
cause and its struggle for
liberation of Spain.
THE SECRETA
OF THE LW,
Stockholm, October, 1948,













