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RALLY TO THE DEFENCE OF OUR 
FOUR ARRESTED CO M RAD ES! BY 

DEFENDING THEM YOU W ILL BE 

DEFENDING YOUR FREEDOM OF 

SPEECH AND EXPRESSION. SEE 

THE APPEAL FROM THE FREEDOM 

PRESS DEFENCE COMMITTEE ON 

PAGE 4.

Vol. 6, No. 10
1 0 t h  M A R C H .  1 9 4 5 Fortnightly, 2d.

Let Miner s Solve their Problems!
HAVING worn out the seat of his pants 

in his participation in the Second 
Front, Harry Pollitt may be seen these days 
wildly swinging a pick in the King Street 
offices in an attempt to prove to all and 
sundry, his rightful claim to the title of 
champion of the miners, solver of the coal 
crisis. His latest achievement in coal-get
ting, takes the form of shooting down the 
already falling Mr. Robert Foot, the “inde
pendent” chairman of the Mining Associa
tion, whose “Plan for Coal” our hero Harry 
singles out for his own special broadside. 
Pollitt is backing a favourite when he at
tacks the Foot Plan which stood condemned 
in the eyes of the miners even before it was 
bom; the stable wherein it was foaled being 
expected to inevitably produce a plan of 
this character. All pit-workers, without ex
ception, throughout the country, have con
demned the private ownership of the mines 
in no uncertain manner. No twists or turns 
by the Mining Association can swerve them 
from their resolve.

The time has come for the ending of the 
reign of profit in coal. Who then does 
Harry Pollitt hope to influence or impress 
in his valiant battle against the owners 
plan? Not the miners; their minds were 
made up on this issue, 25 years ago, when 
Harry was working, actually working, for 
his living. Not the organised working-class 
movement; the rank and file have always 
stood four-square with miners in this matter.

The Tendon 
Dock Strike
The London dock strike which started at 

the end of last week has involved 7,000 dockers. 
At die moment of writing the strike seems to be 
coming to an end, the dockers having received 
the assurance that an enquiry would be held im
mediately into the administration of the National 
Dock Labour Corporation.

The stoppage which began at the Royal Albert 
Docks may seem to have been caused by a petty 
grievance and the reports in the Press tried to 
make it appear so, but the reality is different.

The particular cause o f the strike was the 
setting up erf an office for the men to report 
at for work -each day inside the dock gates. The 
call stand was always outside the gates. Now an 
attempt has been made to shift it on the 
“ boas’* ground” .

This moving of the call stand has more than 
a symbolic importance. The dockers regard it 
as a threat against the employment erf casual 
labour which was extensively used before the 
war. They regard it as a demonstration of 
power on the part of the National Dock Labour 
Corporation which is trying to introduce stricter 
discipline to cut down absenteeism. They don’t 
see why they should report on the Corporation’s 
ground where they are not even allowed to smoke 
while waiting.

The men are being told that the change is 
a revolutionary one whack will act in their 
favour as it will end the bad old days of casual 
labour. The docker# are not so easily fooled. 
They don’t wish, erf course, to go back to the 
days of unemployment, when they had to fight 
for a few hours’ work, but they realise that the 
abolition o f casual labour would mean a reduc
tion in wages by depriving them of their freedom 
to seek work where they wish.

The dockers have come out without any warn
ing and in defiance <rf their union leaders. A l
most immediately troops were used and on 
Monday it was reported that about 3,000 troops 
were at work. It must be obvious to anyone 
that the fact of being able to use troops 
strengthens the position of the Government and 
the bosses and weakens that of the strikers. It 
is therefore incredible that an official of the 
Amalgamated Stevedores’ Union, Mr. Donovan 
should give his blessing to the use of scab 
labour.

Asked by a reporter about troops being called 
in, M r. Donovan said: "O ur attitude is that if 
this is necessary for the handling o f vital goods 
toe have no objection to it” .

The dockers have, o f course, many other 
causes for grievance. One o f them is the great 
number o f dockers who have been dismissed and 
suspended during the last few months. Absen
teeism has been on the increase recently. Apart 
from  general tiredness and lade of proper food 
it is due to the fact thai men are often put on 
heavy work for several consecutive days in what 
are known as “ continuity jobs” , on which they 
work until the job in finiihed When it ends 
they are often ghw i other heavy jobs and if 
they refuse they may be suspended.

The dockers are in an ^
the war goes on the more co^oLs ^ d d js a p li  
ate impoaed upon them. And the 
orders them about is Ernest .Bevm, 1w 
to power on the backs o f those dockers 
>• now trying to hand over bound hand and foot 
to the Dosses.

Perhaps it is the Castlereagh’s and the 
newly-won converts of the Russia To-day 
Society, for whom the pamphlet is written. 
Or, on the other hand it may be Pollitt has 
also seen the writing on the wall and seeks 
to divert, and move to implement, a real 
revolutionary change, with the parrot-like 
cry of “Nationalisation”. For that to Mr. 
H. Pollitt is “the only real solution”. This 
Nationalisation, called for by the “Left- 
pollittians” is nothing new. In Russia, 
Harry’s spiritual home, Nationalisation has 
been “the thing” for nearly 30 years. It 
would therefore be quite fair to draw some 
useful conclusions from the Russian picture 
and ask the pamphleteer a few pertinent 
questions on this score.

In an attempt to soft-soap the miner, Pollitt 
expresses the sentiment that under Nationalisa
tion they may be. capable o f great things . . . 
“ find that our British miners, with all their skill 
and genius for improvisation, were making sug
gestions for technical improvements and increas
ed output no less revolutionary th a n  those made 
by the Soviet miner, Stakhanov, whose name 
has given us a new word all over the world for 
the initiative of workers in increasing production 
in the interest of themselves and their peoples.”  
Stakhanovism! Does Pollitt really th in k  this 
has .given us a new word? It has set a new low. 
On a par with, or even worse th a n , the Ford 
and Bedaux schemes, this method alleged to 
emanate from Stakhanov, is given a very old- 
fashioned Anglo-Saxon word in our coalfield. 
This “ benefit” , flowing directly from Nationalis
ation, brought about the depreciation o f the 
Russian miners’ standard o f living, the reduction 
o f the norms of work, and speed-up in produc
tion to the detriment of the health and lives of 
the workers. These “ successes”  were immedia
tely extended to all other industries and incurred 
the wrath and opposition of large sections of the 
Russian workers. Didn’t Hazrv heay gf jhe 
pleas o f  his communist counterparts in France to 
stop the publication o f the Stakhanovite records 
o f phenomenal coal production as the figures 
were being received with ribald laughter by the 
French miners? Has Comrat Pollitt never heard 
of the condemnation by the Durham miners dele
gation to Russia, in “ plain honest pit terms”  
o f the employment of women in the Soviet coal

mines? Their outspoken comments on the de
plorable conditions of the miners, both in the 
pit and in their hovels called homes? N o! I 
wonder? All this, after Nationalisation had 
been enforced for nearly a generation. Under 
State Control the Russian miners have no real 
say in the management o f the industry. All the 
managers or directors are appointed from above 
and these in turn choose the lesser officials, 
overseers, deputies, firemen, etc. Nationalisa
tion would, in this country produce similar if 
not identical results.

If, may we suppose, Nationalisation of the 
mines becomes a Legal fact, then in order to 
supply the increased needs of the home in
dustries, there must be, intensification o f coal 
production, when more than likely the occasion 
would arise for the imposition of such stunts 
as “ Socialist competition”  and Stakhanov
ism. No Harry, it won’t wash, for as you 
say, “ the miners know what benefits nationalisa
tion will bring . . . ”  As did Lenin during the 
Russian Revolution, so does Pollitt and his 
henchmen now, utilising the sincere and 
genuine demands of the miners for the abolition 
of private ownership seek to saddle the workers 
with yet another evil.

Speaking as a working miner the impression 
has been given to us by the advocates of Nat
ionalism, that it implies a more direct voice in 
the management of the industry. Nothing, of 
course could be further from the truth. The 
only way that the miners* demands can be effec
tively fulfilled is by their taking the manage
ment o f the pits into their own hands, and by 
the establishment of independent pit committees

NEW EltNATIONAIJm

TOOL OF RULING Cl
n p H E  United Nations have decided 
X  to invite leading representative!! 

of the international trade union move* 
ment to attend the San Francisco Con
ference in an advisory and consultative 
capacity. At the World Trade Union 
Conference held recently in London it 
was unanimously demanded that 
Labour should have a seat at the 
Labour Conference and at all other 
conferences at which the future status 
and conditions of the workers will he 
involved. The leaders of the United 
Nations have now granted one of these

WILL GRIGG PROTEST? 
LIKE HELL

Conservative candidates from various 
parts o f the country, including some 
from the Forces, attended a political 
course which opened yesterday at the 
Junior Carlton Club, London— the first 
candidates'- course the » Conservative 
Party has held since the war.

Daily Express, 23/2/45. 
Members of the Forces are persecuted 
for reading Anarchist literature but 
are allowed to attend political courses 
organised by the Tories.

that control all phases of coal utilisation. These 
committees federated locally and nationally can 
assess the needs of the community through con
federation with other industrial federations. In 
a word, Workers Control. Administration by 
those who actually produce the commodity— not 
by amateurs \

I repeat, the Foot Plan is purely and 
simply reactionary in character, a futile at
tempt to stave off what is inevitable, both 
under the existing phases of the capitalist 
system and its future(?) developments, and 
in the face of the growing realization of the 
need for a revolutionary social change. On 
the other hand, Pollitt’s alternative is coun
ter-revolutionary by aiming at a conscious 
diversion of the coming revolutionary up
surge into channels that place the workers in 
yet a greater degree of political and econo
mic bondage.

There is, of course, one sure method of 
testfeg-the ardour of-thoserprofessing a con
cern for our welfare and the need for more 
coal, and that is, to offer to share our hon
ourable calling.

What about it Harry? There’s plenty of 
room for you below.

TOM CARLISLE.

GLASGOW CALLS ALL WORKERS
to defence of the four London Anarchists
The following statement about the jour 
arrested comrades has been produced in 
leaflet form by our Glasgow comrades and 
has been distributed by the thousand 
amongst Glasgow and Clydeside workers.

★
H ere's to those who would read,
H ere's to  those who would write,
But there's not who are afraid,
The truth should be heard,
Than those whom the truth would indict.

Robert Burns.

W O R K E R S !
W e call upon you to rally to the 

defence of our London comrades who 
are being charged with sedition. After 
the lessons of John McLean’s case in 
the last war, when this great champion 
of the workers’ cause who gave his 
all to educating the workers, was sen
tenced to four years’ imprisonment on 
much the same charge, we call upon 
you, in your own interest, to take up 
the cause of the four comrades whose 
records in the class struggle we lay 
before you.

I. MARIE LOUISE BERNERL
M irit Loulgc Bcrncri was horn in Italy, but 

wac forced to leave when her parents were 
hounded out of Italy by Mussolini because of 
their activity as Anarchists in the working* 
class struggle against Fascism. Her father. 
Professor Bcraeri carried on the struggle in 
France, and served severe! terms o f imprison
ment for his defence of the workers. In 
1936, the Spanish workers sent out their call 
of revolt, and Berneri was not found wanting* 
He Joined his Anarchist comrades in Spain and 
played a prominent part in the organisation 
of militias and fought himself on the front. 
He paid with bis life for bis militancy, being 
shot in 1937.

During the present war, Marie Louise 
Bcmcri’s mother was arrested in France in 
1940 and handed over to  the Italian govern* 
nienf. She was imprisoned in Germany and 
Italy, but is now free, and is carrying on the 
workers’ struggle in Southern Italy.

After her father’ s death. Marie Louise Bcr* 
neri came to England and acquired British 
nationality by marriage. She continued her 
activity with tbc Anarchists in producing the 
anti-fascist pai>cr Spain and the World, help
ing Spanish refugees front the Civil War, and 
carrying on through the medium of Freedom

Press her opposition to Capitalism, Fascism 
and Nazism. As is well known, the Anarchists 
have opposed the war from a working class 
standpoint as an imperialist war, warning the 
workers against Fascism at home.
2. VERNON RICHARDS.

Her husband, Vernon Richards, is well 
known in the work of Freedom Press. At the 
age o f 18 be joined Camillo Berneri in the 
production of an Anarchist paper in Italian. 
When the Spanish Revolution broke out in 
1936, when he was 20, he founded Spain and 
the World and edited it throughout the war, 
explaining to the workers in this country the 
significance of the Spanish Anarchists’ strug
gle. At the same time he helped support 
orphaned Spanish children, and later Spanish 
refugees who came to this country. Through
out his life he has fought against Franco, Hit
ler and Mussolini from the working class 
angle.

At the beginning of the war he registered 
as a conscientious objector but was put on 
the military register and offered u commission 
in the Royal Engineers which he refused, and 
continued in his job as a civil engineer.

He has never sought the 
limelight, but has been an untiring comrade in 
the cause of the oppressed.
3. JOHN HEWETSON.

John Hewetson is a young doctor, who be
fore the war was active in the anti-war move
ment. In the struggle for peace he came to 
realize that War is the logic of Class Society, 
and unlike many, did not shrink from the 
recognition of this fact, but brought his activi
ties into line with his knowledge. Joining 
the Anarchist movement in the first year of 
the war he continued to expose war and 
capitalism, being more convinced by what he 
saw in the casualty departments of hospitals 
of poverty— and war stricken London. Un
like many who shouted for war. Comrade 
If ewetson stayed in London throughout the 
blitz of 1940-41 and 1944. He was im
prisoned in 1940 for sell a working class 
paper outside Hyde Park and refusing to pay 
the fine. Again in 1942 he served two 
months for refusing to accept a commission in 
the R.A.M.C., contending that the civilian 
working class were entitled to more medical 
attention than they were getting, and oppos
in g  the wholesale drafting of doctors into the 
Army. Comrade Hewetson is the author of 
a new pamphlet on “ Italy after Mussolini", 
which would already have been in circulation 
but for the police raids on Freedom Press.

4. PHILIP SANSOM
Like Comrade Hewetson, Philip Sonsoni 

also worked in the anti-war movement, but

when the war came it became crystal clear 
to him that to try and abolish war was hope
less os long as there were oppressed and 
oppressors in society. Although a talented 
young artist who could quite easily have 
attained comfort on the side of the oppressors 
by selling his talents in the commercial field, 
he entered instead into the class struggle, 
gladly taking sides with the oppressed. He 
has bent his whole energies unsparingly, and 
without thought of monetary gain, in the 
movement of his class— the workers of the 
world.

None of these comrades has ever 
been a member of a political party or 
received any payment for the work 
they do in the class struggle. All of 
them earn their own living, like other 
workers. We lay their records before 
you, the workers, to give judgment and 
help us to create a tremendous de
fence. Remember that P . G. Wode- 
house who broadcast from Berlin 
many times during the w ar had no 
charge brought against him; Badoglio, 
the m urderer of Abyssinia, has been 
feted and whitewashed; Mosley has 
been released from gaol. Workers, 
awake and watch! Be on your guard, 
lest in the “ fight for democracy** all 
you will have won will be Fascism! 
Don’t let men and women who cham
pion the cause of the workers go down 
before the onslaught of reaction! They 
need you, you need them. These com
rades have fought for years on your 
side. Give them all you’ve got!

Comrades and Friends !

SEND YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS
large or small for the defence of the 
4 ANARCHIST COMRADES 
To the Treasurer ;
Freedom Press Defence Committee 

17 St. Georges Street, 
Hanover Sq., London, W.C. I

demands, and why should they refuse? 
Hasn’t the World Trade Union Con
gress proved that the ruling class has 
nothing to fear from “ organized 
labour” ?

I he Conference held in London can 
only he looked upon by workers all 
over the world us having completely 
betrayed the principles of internation
alism and socialism on which inter
national workers* organizations should 
he founded. But the Big Three and 
their satellites can only look on the 
Conference with satisfaction and they 
offer to the good boys of the Labour 
Movement a seat, at the end of the 
table, at their conference. If the 
workers will protest against the deci
sions reached at the San Francisco 
conference the Governments will be 
able to turn round and say: “ Your 
leaders were consulted, what arc you 
complaining about?”

The London Conference was n com
plete failure from the workers’ point 
of view. Nothing else could have 
been expected from u meeting of dele
gates who. with a few minor excep
tions. have a record of compromise 
with the capitalist class or of servitude 
to the State; of delegates who arrive 
in planes and ships put at their dis
posal by their governments; of dele- 

{Continued on p. 4, col. 1)

Stop  P re s s  /

Anarchists 
Appear in Court

Soldier W itnesses called
The prosecution of the four anarchist 

comrades——referred to elsewhere in this issue 
— was opened at Marylebone to-day before 
magistrate Ivan E. Snell. The Public Prose
cutor opened by stating the basis of the 
charges, quoting extensively from War Com
mentary and a circular letter which he alleged 
Freedom Press had sent out to various con
tacts in the Forces last October and November. 
He called Privates Taylor, Pontin and Mac
donald and Sapper Colin Ward as witnesses 
who had received the literature— found when 
their kits were searched. Copt. Macaulay, 
Lt. Wortley and Copt. Davis stated that they 
conducted searches upon the instructions of 
a "higher authority” .

The Prosecutor read the following passage 
— "W e oppose all means of maintaining class- 
divided society, parliament and the legal 
system, the Church and the Army.”  Ho 
then said— "Anybody is entitled to hold such 
opinions if they wish to hold them. _ It is 
not part of this case to attack such opinions—  
they may be the answer to all our problems. 
His case was that these opinions were 
"disseminated with advice to members o f the 
Forces to retain their weapons to  enforce 
such opinions upon the rest of society.”

Later in the proceedings Gerald Rutledge, 
defending, asked Private Mucdonuld "D id 
Inspector Whitehead give you to understand 
that it was for the freedom of the Press 
that we were fighting?”  to which the answer 
was "Y es” .

None of the four defending comrades was 
called to give evidence, and at one o ’ clock 
the case was adjourned until Friday 16th 
March. Inspector Whitehead objected to bail 
being allowed to Philip Snnsom, but the 
magistrate grunted bull upon surety of £1,000 
being forthcoming. Two comrades stated 
that they were prepared to take this respon
sibility, but when they refused to take the 
oath, hail was refused, although the comrades 
were prepared to "affirm” . Comrade Sunsom 
is therefore still in custody.

Muuy comrades were present in court 
and we received a considerable number of 
messages of solidarity before the hearing. 
We wish to thunk ull comrades who have 
expressed their support.

yourAre you doing 
lilt for the

P re s s  F u n d ?
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£at«& who go and pay homage ro the 
King; who, were it not that Churchill 
was otherwise engaged, would have 
been addressed by that pillar of re
action who crushed working class 
movements whenever he got a chance 
and boasted of his friendship with 
Fascist leaders.

It is not surprising that the declara
tions of the Big Three and of the 
World Trade Union Conference were, 
on some important points,^ almost 
identical in terms. The spirit which 
animated them was the same, it was 
in a spirit of nationalism, of vengeance 
and reprisal that both meetings took 
place.

The Big Three declared that “ they (  
recognise it as just that Germany be 
obliged to make compensation for 
the damage in kind to the greatest 
extent possible”  and Sir Walter 
Citrine echoed: “ the Germans must 
make reparations to the extent 
of all that was humanly possible in 
services, goods and money, even 
though it involves the continuance of 
Allied control over the entire German 
economy for many years and perhaps 
for generations.”

The German people have to repent 
and atone, said Sir Walter Citrine 
and who will help them to repent? 
The ruling class in this country who 
helped Hitler to power while the Ger
man people were trying to fight against 
him!

This moralising, this superior atti
tude towards the German people is 
sickening. The desire of revenge as 
expressed by a Russian woman dele
gate who made a passionate plea, 
after visiting bomb damaged areas, 
that the Germans should be made to 
pay for the ruin they have. caused,| 
is completely revolting. T o hear 
those Trade Union leaders one would 
think that only people in Allied 
countries have suffered in this war 
Don’t they read everyday in the 
newspapers how German towns are 
bombed and destroyed? Have not 
the German people suffered when 
Hamburg, Leipzig, Berlin, Cologne 
and many industrial districts were 
bombed? Have not German workers 
died in hundreds of thousands on 
the battlefields? The German people 
have certainly suffered more than the 
American people and their “ punish
ment”  did not start with the war but 
began as soon as Hitler took power.

Alter advocating “ economic** control over 
Germany, Citrine nevertheless talked of the 
establishment of a free trade union movement 
in Germany. This n  completely contradic- 
tory with hi* demand for Allied occupation of 
Germany; in an occupied country the Trade 
Union* can only be the inirumcnt* of the 
Allies* force* of occupation. It it obviou* 
that they could not impose decent wage* and 

of work or any freedom of speech 
in the kbadow of Allied tank* and tommy 
gir*»-

Thc Easfkus Government will get the 
greatest kbarc of reparation* and will employ 
a vo*t German labour force. Thi* is not 
very encouraging. We know how the Russian 
Government has treated it* stave labour bat
talions, composed of people who were merely 
guilty of refusing to accept Stalin** dictator
ship. They were forced to do unhealthy and 
heavy work, they were starved and frozen to 

they died in liundrcd* of thousand* in 
vast lwh“ir camp*. There wo* no trade union 
organisation for them, the CJPA1. wo* the 
only authority they could deal with. U chi* 
was ffr-  treatment meted out to Ru*»ian» wc 
can only view with great alarm any plan made 
by the' Soviet Government to use a German 
labour force for reparation*. Nothing will 
prevent them being used ns cheap slaves,

British trade unionists may hesitate to 
advocate a widespread use of German labour 
a* they realise that it will mean unemploy
ment and lower wages for British workers, 
bat the position of I .* * "*  1* different. Rus
sia i» so undeveloped that she docs not fear 
unemployment and the standard of living of 
the Russian worker* is so low that k is doubt
ful if h will be influenced by the use of 
foreign labour, Russia, as it has been agreed 
n  the Big Three Conference, will have a 
iremi say is the question of reparations and, 
through the mass vote* she e*““ *** pt***! she 
will also have a great my (if not the greatest) 
at any future trade union conference. The 
late of the German worker* lie* at present 
largely in the hand* of the Govern-
meat and it »  important that the worker* in 
IU.* country and elsewhere have no
sUoiwn* about the treatment which will be
5 5  J ** ,lh< German people unless theyMsowfis^ tgidmrity.
.4, . , •■forests of the German worker*
«*•» ul worker* ail over the world arc it- 
2 r  S ****** PA*u»y of scprisals put forward 
, potitiesen* and trade
ggggliP g worker* of jfec World must oppose 
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As announced in the last issue of War 
Commentary our comrade John Olday is 
s t present serving a sentence of 12 months 
hi prison, having been found guilty on a 
charge of **finding by stealing”. The his
tory of the case is wefl worth while record
ing and though it cannot be told with the 
detail and accuracy that the victim himo»?f 
could record, we will attempt to deal as 
adequately with the case as our information 
allows.

On November 17th John Olday was in the 
Camden Town area with a typewriter is  his 
possession. He was stopped by a plain clothes 
man who wanted to know what he bad in the 
parcel. A  second plain clothes man was on the 

in a flash followed almost immediately 
by a police car with three more plain clothes 
men. The usual questions asked, and Identity 
Card produced. Had John Olday been in the 
Army? N o he hadn't. This did not satisfy 
one o f the officers who pointed out the number 
on the Identity Card to one o f  his colleagues. 
Other questions were asked, and our comrade 
realised ffiar the best thing was not to answer 
any more questions. He was then taken to a 
police station where more questions were fised 
at him and when be soil refused to answer he 
was passed on to a higher officer who also met 
with failure.

Remanded in Custody for 
8 Days

The following morning our comrade appeared 
in court where he refused to give any informa
tion about himself and was remanded in custody 
for 8 days. At his next appearance in court the 
owner of the Identity Card in our comrade's 
possession, appeared in court as a witness, 
where he stated that the Identity Card belonged 
to him and that he had lost it- The new charge 
then was that our comrade was guilty o f stealing 
by finding. The charge o f stealing the type
writer was dropped as the police had ascertained 
that the machine had been loaned to John Olday. 
Our comrade stQl refused to reveal his identity.

Next on the scene was the Probation Officer, 
who asked our comrade to tell him all about 
himself because if he did he would either be 
bound over or get a very light yntence 1 Our 
comrade very politely told him to go to hell | 
and he left! In the meantime the five plain 
dothes men had another go. but without success.

Third and Fourth Court 
Appearances

A t his next appearance in court the magis
trate asked our comrade whether he would plead 
guilty or not guilty, to which John Olday 
answered that he would neither plead guilty or 
not guilty since he did not recognise the court 
and would take no part in its proceedings. The 
magistrate then pointed out that he would send 
Olday to the Old Bailey where the punishment 
would be much higher. “ That's what you call 
justice” — answered the prisoner. “ It is imma
terial to me what court sentences me to what 
punishment. I  recognise neither one nor the 
other.”  Such views were too much for the 
magistrate who remanded the case for a medical 
report! He*was then returned to Brixton. His 
interview with the prison pathologist amused our 
mmnAe- But it appears from the report given 
in court when the case was again heard a week 

fhar our rewnnAe was quite sane since he 
is now a gffigr in ELM. prison and not at 
Broadmoor! The court on this third occasion 
was unable to indulge; our comrade to re
veal his identity and he was committed for trial 
at the Qn*ral Criminal Court.

By thi« the C .I.D . Special Branch had 
fefe-n up the case, and John Olday was idenri-

O L D A Y —I f f *  T r i a l
fied by an officer who had interviewed him at 
the beginning o f the war.

At the Old Bailey
The trial would have certainly received wide 

publicity but for the fact that in the adjoining 
Court No. 1 the Cleft Chin M urder  trial was 
taking place at the same time. Obviously the 
newspapers were more interested in a real mur
der than they were in our comrade's case, with 
the result that the case received no attention at 
alL The case proceeded without the co-opexa- 
cion o f our comrade whose attitude was one o f 
boredom with the whole business! S o  couch 
so that his inward contempt with the whole pro
cedure was interpreted by the judge as something 
quite different. H e was nruirr rfte impression 
that the prisoner was spell-bound by fM  court 
and the proceedings and ayrerppred to our 
comrade in his defence! But rirraaridn was 
becoming most embarassing far John Olday who 
«>uld not longer remain silent. He then burst 
out on the court with the following statement:

a“  * °  Anorrhntf. As such I  do not 
recognize authority. Law nor the Coart of 
Justice. That 1* why I neither plead £u3ry 
or not guilty. And that is why I offer no 
defence. By defending myself I would be

recognizing you agai—C may own. ______
This statement caused a scar in the court. .The 
judge wanted to have that o fK f he had
not properly understood. Our enmrarir then 
developed his argument; “ It *fl boil* drum to 
the simple fact that I ignore and defy yea. 
Y oa the right and power to jadfle and
potash- Bat with all year power yon ronaot 

h e  acknowledge that yon have the n fla  
to do so. The ncatcoee yoa pom in im
material to  me**. A n Anarchist? That was 
more than his lordship could stand. What did 
these Anarchists do? Blow one another up?

His Record
Then followed the police officer who had 

idmrifird Comrade Olday, and he proceeded to 
read out his record: N o previous convictions; 
illegitimate child o f  Soorash fanner and German 
mother; ram* to riris country in 1937 after es
caping from Germany for  Am i-N azi under
ground work; had earned out acts o f  sabotage 
on German miSeary installations. Deserted f rom 
Brmsh Army. Attached himsrif to the Anar
chists. Author o f  Kingdom o f Bogs. Cartoon
ist, a collection o f  his drawings Tkc Life too 
L ice cJte Death me D ie published by Freedom 
Press . . . The judge then asked whether the

know. 1 o c
■nr on to any thorn ™
this A a w r io d  aaoo

cd  out that this tcco r  
.Special Branch. Th 
that ca w in a  shoaid

comrade to or.
law. Obvicsnlj riw* 
etc. ,  .  , TW ELVE 
fioou

T w e l v e months for 
o f  blue paper a x indu 
months because J d u  
because  he p o tn d  u  
law-mongers?

A nd will twelve cm 
Olday leas o f s c  Ant 
he went in? I f yot 
subject read the bfogr 
and get out your cop 
and look through tho 
wall have the answer.

T e  saline John Ok 
and the Freedom o f  1
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M is  R e v o lu t io n a r y  R e c o r d
JOHN OLDAY we» born m cf m
Scottish father and a German mother. 
spent his early childhood in America and was 
then taken by bis mother to Germany. Soon 
after, the war of 1914 broke oat and John 
Olday was surrounded by hostility in fKf  
school and outside it for his British nationality. 
This probably set him thinking at an early 
age of the evils of nationalism.

The war came to on end and John Olday 
experienced like many million Germans the 
miseries of starvation, lack of clothes and 
coaL He was living with his grandmother in 
Hamburg which soon became the centre of 
violent struggles between the police and the 
workers, barricades were set up, ̂  shops were 
looted, demonstrations were dispersed by 
armed police. John Olday was still a child 
but the sufferings he had gone through made 
him responsive to the struggles which were 
going on around him. At the age of thirteen 
he received his first lesson in socialism from a 
mnn shooting in the streets. John had asked 
him why he was shooting and when the firing 
died down the man answered:

“ Listen, Tvc been thinking— I will try 
to rrptn»« why I am standing here fighting- 
Those people over there (he pointed in the 
direction of the railway station) say they 
are fighting for the Fatherland. I have also 
fought for the Fatherland. Four years! 
Fatherland means everybody here m Ger
many, understand

I nodded affirmatively.
“Very good!** be confirmed. “Every

body means— the rich and the poor isn’t 
that right?**

“Yes, right,”  I said. J H j H K p  
“ Good! Who has the power in the Father- 
land, the rich or the poor?

“The rich.”  . HH ^  i
“ Who have exposed their lives out there? 

Who have been starved and frozen? The 
rich or the poor?”

T he poor!”
“ And who arc the people who have be

come poorer, who have gamed nothing but 
lost everything?”

“The poor.”
“ Look! Those people over there say 

they are fighting for the Fatherland! But

who rules the Fatherland? The rich! 
Therefore those on the other aide arc fight- 
*ng for the rich! Now, I mm fighting for 
nysetf and for off those who are haring 
a filthy time, A c  you and m e! Have you 
grasped that?*”

a . ,  .... . L /h imgdom  o f Raga).
John Olday soon yarned the L obov Youth 

Movemwt and played an active part »  meet- 
mgs, debates and by writing revolutionary 
poetry. Durmg the day he worked as an 
apprentice in a goldsmith shop and whenever 
he had a spare moment he drew furiously.
He was passionately interested m drawing__ _
followed evening courses with great —»~rr,i 
but the revolutionary struggle dunitid all his 
thoughts and energies.  Red Ffsirliaig was 
seething with revolt, the youth was particu
larly active and our comrade was not to be 
left His activities led him to prison
many times; the Weimar Republic shot its 
eyes to the activities of reactionary and al i e n 
alist groups but acted ruthlessly against left 
wing organisation* and revolutionary militants.

During all years be continued to draw
<»nd pain*, be contributed to revolutionary 
papers, he held exhibitions of “ revolutionary 
art”  and, to earn a firing, he soId sketches 
to newspapers and magazines and became 
fairly well known. He contributed to a dozen 
papers simultaneously and was a picture page 
editor of a weekly illcst rated paper. But with 
the advent of Nazism he lost practically all 
his work.

As soon as Hitler took power John Olday 
participated in the underground work «(*«" ■!  
the regime. His cartoons were reproduced as 
handbills and posters and spread all over 
Hamburg. A  number of his anti-Nazi draw
ings were camouflaged under the cover of an 
exact replica of a postage stamps book to 

their circulation. He himself went 
round the streets sticking up posters and put
ting handbills in people's pockets. Here is 
a short description of the work be and his 
comrades did:

“Our handbills were pasted on the walls 
of the on the wagons, on the walls of
the lavatories and taring houses m the harbour 
district, on the seats of the launches and 
steamers everywhere where the workers came 
in. rbeir hundreds as they were going or com-

jmg from  the factories and the
The posters did oat reaamn op  .
they were promptly scratched ae^  .
by the Nazi stalwarts. The 1  axis
could not prevent the workers n rmf
that there were people hard at wor

people whose resistance nan .
broken. This riwwght stiffened the 
those who hated the Nazi regime * *  
them courage. And the Nazis could out poor 
veat people from talking about what they aman 
printed on the leaflets. Furthermore, to m 
certain extent the .advice gisea in the leaflet* 
warn followed, notwithstanding the fact that 
the penalty for satinffr was death.”

Many of John Olday* s comrades were 
a rm i d, scat to concentration or shot.
He himself «*» in constant danger and had to 

precautions to carry on his 
Partly to cover has illegal 

am  writs, partly bcc— sr of the ewe k could 
the group bis rwrad* > mgjcd him to 

aooept the job os a cartoonist which waa 
offered to him by »  8  naiftiiiig paper. John 
Olday, after much bcshaUon, took the jab 

whom asked to produce sene f v  h g ! 
which would have been ■ declarative of Irifft 
for the Nazi regime he Bad* refused- This 
would have meant his arrest, hut thanks to hia 
British nationality he managed to cwspc u> 
France. From there and Inter from London 
he carried on his anti-Nazi activities.

When the war started he joined the British 
Arm y. The imperialist nature of the war be
came h a cosingly obvious to him, he fd l his 
place was in the class struggle not in the 
struggle against his fellow workers. He had 
proved he was willing to fight Hitler, he was 
*31 willing to do so hoc he did not wm t to 
take part in a bloodbath which ooiy serves 
the interest* of the ruling <-!»<>

John Ofdoy*s record is one o f untiring 
struggle agamsr oppro sioc and injury fee. |f*
was put in jail by the aerial-democratic * v 
em inent of the H 'd n sr Scpobficj he had to  
escape from Nazi Germany; now he 
tfae prison of “ democratic”  JBnuaa. To rfof 
true fighter for freedom ail governments are 
alike, off prevent by force and violence any 
ifiunpt at the liberation of the working cJ

MEJEMa IL

PEACE ON EARTH
MA N Y  people have recently advocated, cacter- 

I moating the German and Japanese people 
in order to end war for all dine. They contend 
r W  the German and Japanese people cannot be 
erprexed to their place in a peaceful world.

War propagandists have pictured the German 
apd Japanese people as little better than beasts, 
in frfrfpf to build up hatred against them and in 
order to secure -the iwavimnm support o f the war.

T o  say that the peoples o f any nation are 
inherently more warlike than people o f other 
narinnt i* to repeat the “ Hitler doctrine,”  o f 
racial or national supremacy. Let's examine a 
lirric history And gee what nanons have partici
pated in the greatest number o f  wars.

A  study o f major wars, from 1800 to the 
present time, discloses that Great Britain parti
cipated in 19 wars; France in 17; Russia in 17; 
Germany in 11; Japan in 9; Spain in 8 and the 
United States in 7.

Two of Britain.* wars were against India in 
1817 and Burma, in 1824. I mention these wars 
particularly because wc are to-day asked to 
restore to Britain and to protect for her at the 
loss of American lives, India and Burma, which 
Britain enslaved, by force o f arms, many years 
ago. It is also significant in studying the his
tory of wars chat Japan was on the ride o f  the 
allies in the first world war, as was Italy.

If we were to deride who the war-like people 
o f the world are, on the basis o f the greatest 
nnmhrr o f wars participated in then England, 
France and Russia would be adjudged the War
like peoples, because they participated in the 
greatest number o f wars.

Those who adyqjcate the extermination o f the 
German and Japanese people fail to realize that 
the German people and the Japanese people 
were the first victims o f German Fascism and 
Japanese Fascism. Concentration camps in 
Germany were filled with trade unionists and 
leaders of minority parties, who dared to oppose 
Hitler.

The Japanese war lords militarists made 
the Japanese trade union movement impotent 
and tremendously reduced the living standards 
of the Japanese people. Japan’s wars have not 
had the fanatical support o f the working-class of 
Japan, as claimed by American propagandists. 
There have been over 1000 strikes year, in 
Japan, since the beginning o f the war with 
China. The leadership o f Japan’s 750 unions, 
numbmog a membership of approximately 
3SO£00 workers, have long been jailed 
ot their opposition to war.

The people of Japan and Germany were not 
'asked for their permission to watte war. They

£  1 2 3  or die. We must dif- 
terenuate between the German and Japanese 
ruling classes and the working ggroj in. estab

lishing blame and punishment for this war.
The workers o f the world have no grievances 

or differences against each other. Wars are 
caused by the ruling and owning class of all 
nations, who in an effort to enlarge their for
tunes are willing to spill the blood o f the work
ers in a useless slaughter.

War cannot be eliminated;, from society, by 
mating any race or nationality. It can 

only be md&d3 for all rime, by destroying the 
causes o f war, which is the profit system.

ENGLAND'S WARS
1805 England declares war on Spain.
1811 War begins between United States and 

England.
1815 British fight France.
1817 British wars in India.
1824 British battle for Burma.
1829 England wars on Russia.
1839 Britain wars on China.
1850 British blockade Greece.
1854 England wars against Russia.
1856. British war on China.
1856 British war on Persia.
1868 Britain invades Abyssinia.
1879 British war on Zulus.
1880 British and Boers battle.
1882 Britain wars on Egypt.
1899 Britain wars on Boers.
1900 Boxer War in China. (England one of 

Allied Nations.)
1030 England declares war on Germany.

FRANCE’ S WARS
1802 French aggressions in Holland.
1806 Napoleon enters Berlin.
1805 France fights Austria.
1807 Napoleon defeats Russia.
1808 Napoleon defeats Spain.
1810 France annexes Holland.
1812 Napoleon declares war on Russia.
1814 France invaded from all sides, Napoleon 

to Elba.
1815 Napoleon is defeated by British and 

Germans at Waterloo.
1823 French army enters Spain.
1830 Resolution in France.
1838 French bombard Mexican ports.
1854 France and England war against Russia.
1870 Franco-German War.
1881 France wars on Tunis.
1914-18 France participated in World War 

No. 1 as one Of Allied nan'nnn,
1939 France declares war on Germany.

GERM ANY’S WARS
L806 Napoleon enter* Berlin.

_  ll>13 German and British defeat Napoleon at 
Waterloo.

lecA ^ru**4a aid* Russia against Poland.
UI5U Prussia and Austria war.

1864 Germans defeat Danes.
1866 War between several Gerrwan srere
1870 Franco-German war.
1914-18 World War N o. 1, Germany o f 

Central powers.
1939 Germany takes Austria, Czechoslovakia

and Poland. France and F_ng£mri war
on Germany.

1940 Germany seizes Denmark and 
Norway, Holland, Belgium and France.

1914 Germany at war with Untied States.
RUSSIAN W ARS

1807 Napoleon defeats Russia
1812 Napoleon declares war on Russia.
1825 Russia wars on Turkey.
1826 Russia invades Persia.'
1828 Russia overruns Rumania
1829 Russia invaded by England and Austria.

1831 Russia fights Poland.
1 8 4 9  T Y a n i x k - P y a r _

1854 France and England war on  R»~«u 
1877 Rusyfa wars on. Tucks.
1885 Russia wars on  Afghanistan.
1904 Rtwaafuj apaw a  war.
1914-18 W od d  W ar N o . 1. Russa <** o f 

Allien nations.
1917 Russian Revolution
1939 Russia rakes pan  o f  Poland.
1940 Russia takes pan  o f  FinJand.
1941 Russia figure Germany.

JAPAN’S WARS 
1867 G ril war hi Japan.
1877 C ivil war in  Japan.
1884 Japan wars on 
1894 Japan wars on  China 
1904 Japan-Rnssian war.
1914-18 Japan one o f  atk»

War No. L
1931 Japan rakes M ancackno.
1937 Japan fights China
1914 Japan ced axts war on  die tJnhed States 

anc is an ally o f  Germanv.
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Socialists in Office
A F T E R  all these years c f  £rieigt?<r election

eering, it was somewhat o f  a sfavk to read 
the following advertisement in F croord  2 7 /1 /4 5 : 

“ W c have pleasure in matring the following 
announcement to the workers o f  Glasgow: 
For the first time in Glasgow’s history there 
will be Socialist — hi Woodside
Ward— at the forthcoming Municipal P w .  
don.”
The particular brand o f  Socialist referred to 

is, o f course, the S.P.GJB., the I^hnur Pafty 
having controlled Glasgow Council for many 
years and the LLJP. having a number o f  coun
cillors also.

It has often been wondered as to how the 
S-P.GJ3. proposed that the workers should 
achieve their emancipation, which they said was 
“ inevitable’*, since on the one hand they say 
that it can only come about by a majority o f 
S.P.G.B. Members o f Parliament sirring hi rim 
Commons, and yet in forty years the S-P.G.B- 
has not even put up a candid*^  far 
mmed a Member.

A t last they propose putting up candtd*n»< 
but not for Parliament, be it noted, but for 
municipal elections. Surely these diehard Marx
ists know perfectly well that even if  power could 
be got through Parliament—-even if there were 
no such thing as the possibilities o f  the dissolu
tion o f Parliament (as has occurred throughout 
the majority o f  the world)— it is patently im
possible to do anything with modem municipal

in  riffling with rim day-tixhy
what way w£
ist councillors I _____ ___ _ _ _  ub
measure o f the town council? It canlasSybr 
pleaded that they are there for propaganda pur
poses, since the proceedings of local mrmriW are 
« Jriom if ever dealt with in  the Press. The 
LI—P. has gone into municipal c-nviry oe me 
same lines : it 00c only ba-s its own rorerinors 
bur in Glasgow at any rate ffigg axe LL-P. 
magistrates, Alpem a«d Canodsad. Those 
who imagine the LI—P. is a revokmoBE? 
even libertarian body might well be per
turbed on being mrtfromgd wim a “revpfarionary 
socialist”  comrade on the Bench and get jafkd 
for a breach o f the capsraHst laws. In vbbt 
way can SJ?-GJB. magistrates differ fixes LLP. 
magistrates?

possible to do anytmng witn modem 
politics save (perhaps— and a very big perhaps) 
to achieve some reforms under capitalism* and 
yet the SP .G .B . has always proclaimed that it

1 S P .G J .

S U N D A Y  M E E T I N G
CmniiisnrTrt! a t  A45 p o .

25 be beid e£ to*
HOL30**

( S o c o a d

opposed reforms,
Supposing;— oa is very im u w r  <■ ^ —  • -  — 

are ever successful and get some councilors. In



WAR COMM ENTARY—-FOR ANARCHISM, 10th M ARCH , 1945

Conscription- Key to Total State
H E  workers are faced with «  J**t' war the destinies o f  m i l l i o n s ™
H E  workers A . eU^QJ J ^  . ^ . o n s  a ffecting  the w orld  are

H e x c e p t
JL goin g to  be d ec id e d .  V ™ — ^  « « a M «n s  a n ectin g  the w o

le f t  to  a f L  sh a d y  ° f  m fl“ cn c ,n g  their d e c i s i o n s i M
b y  th e  crea tion  o f  a totaUy K  F o r  m any European peoples
th e  s itu a tion  presents its e l f  s o  a o t t e ly  that th ey  s im p ly  have to  w an  until a fter these so-1 
c a l le d  p e a ce  c O T /e r e n c e s to ^ k n o w  u n der w hat nationality they w ill wake u p  on  the day
f o llo w in g . T h e  a ltera  of the m a p , the re -d istribu tion  o f  colon ia l acquisitions natural

= " M l  ■ ■ ■  1  f e «»
B  S H  m r a m a . ,  M u i n c e d  a  d a y  u ,  b ,  A ,

mine 
ctive

. : ■ , • .  * . , , ■—— out i wui ui ,  m u u en cea  a

If̂ yonê everbhad̂ â îF̂ '̂1'dT^t?e ^°res^ctive0nSng” lâ s.
“  ever had ,any  ,llusl0ns ^ a t  this peace con feren ce  w ou ld  b T  any different from

W h ile  the issues betw een th e  nations are put 
forw ard t o  b e  decided  b y  the conference  o f  the 
international statesm en, the h om e issues are de
cided  b y  the respective concla ves o f  national 
statesm en. W e  are to ld  the G overnm ent’ s plans 
fo r  p ost-w ar  reconstruction . I t  inevitably en
tails sacrifices b y  the p eop le . N o  G overnm ent 
p la n  w ou ld  fa il to  entail that. O n e  section o f  
the politicians poin ts ou t w e shall have to 
abolish  industrial controls , bu t stands in  favou r  
o f  conscrip tion  o f  m anpow er nevertheless, the 
other side poin ts ou t that we have to  retain in 
dustrial conscrip tion  all round. In  reality the 
issues betw een the parties are very  slight. A  
certain am ount o f  shadow -boxing  is necessary 
if  there is go in g  to  be an E lection . T h ere  can
n ot be  m uch  quarrel about prom ises regarding 
reconstruction— if party  A  prom ises 100,000 
houses fo r  a district, party B  w ill prom ise 
200,000, and party C  300,000. Party D , having 
n o  chance o f  getting in  whatever, w ill prom ise 
a m illion , and stand as the m ost revolutionary 
party as a result. A lth ou gh  n o  houses m ay be 
bu ilt the three unsuccessful parties w ill at least 
b e  able to po in t the finger o f  scorn at the 
prom ise-breaking party. T hat sums up party  
program m es as regards reconstruction. There 
is not m uch else bar prom ises to  quarrel about, 
so  they p ick  instead on the points on  which they 
have really  little to quarrel about— such as 
whether or not we shall have controls  after  the 
war, each side being  quite convinced that what 
control there is shall be exercised b y  them  and 
not by  their opponents.

T h e  Conservatives in  reality w ill keep all the 
essentials o f  control. T h e y  w ill certain ly  free 
industrial managem ents from  the “ burdens”  o f  
taxation and G overnm ent enterprise; bu t they 
will not relax control o f  m anpow er and  have 
re-affirmed m any tim es their be lie f in  p eace-tim e 
conscription. I f  b y  any cha n ce they  so ft-p ed a l 
on this during the E le ct ion  it  w ill b e  b y  n o  
means *a change o f  heart n or  n eed  an yon e  be  
surprised at a T o r y  G overn m en t in trod u cin g  
m ilitarism  since its leaders a n d  M .P .s  w h en  they 
serve in  the F orces  a lw ays keep  o n  the righ t side 
o f  the K in g ’ s com m ission .

W h y  there sh ou ld  b e  a  m yth  ab ou t L a b ou r  
P a rty  G overn m en ts  be in g  progressive a fter the 
com p osition  o f  the last tw o  and  the C oa lition  
re cord , is a m ystery, and  the th ird  L a b ou r  G o v 

ernm ent w ou ld  in  fa c t  be worse than before, 
since it does n ot disguise its belief in labour 
con tro l o n  the B evin  m odel, is unlikely to re
pudiate m ilitary conscription , and would un
dou bted ly  w elcom e labour conscription especi
a lly  on  the lines in  w hich  it involved trade 
un ion  officia ls co-operating  with the employers 

' in  a State organisation. T h is  </®sa.stI. p
is an essential creed o f  modern “ Soaalis •

T h e  L iberals undoubtedly have no ... 
them selves in  favour o f  industrial 
conscrip tion  in landslide the

duced by introduced by
Beveridge’ and Montgomery or whatever other 
strangely-assorted combination managed to pull
o i f  the landslide in favour o f  the benighted 

Liberals. Touchstone
W h y  is industrial and m iliary conscrip tion  

such an im portant issue? It is because such 
measures are the touchstone o f  the new  order. 
N o  parties are go in g  to  quarrel ab ou t the p ro 
mises they make. A ll  w ill prom ise the N ew  
Jerusalem . N o r  in  present circum stances is it 
very  intelligent to  e x p e a  any po liticia n  w ith  any 
brains getting u p  and  saying he wants to estab
lish a persona l dictatorsh ip . I t  is n o t  im pos
sib le, b u t  n o t  practica l politics  f o r  an  E lection  
w h ich  fo llo w s  the d efeat o f  H itler. B ut, al
th ou gh  politicia n s w ill prom ise a m agnificent 
N e w  O rd er  w hose trim m ings g row  m ore tawdry 
as it draws near, and  w ill disclaim  m ost indig
nantly  any suggestions that they w ant personal 
p ow er , n on e o f  them  w ill disclaim  the need fo r  
industria l and  m ilitary  conscrip tion  unless they 
have a very  fa in t chance o f  pow er  indeed. N ot 
because they are a fraid  they w ill break their 
prom ise— m ore particu larly  because they realise 
it  w ill b e  hard  en ou gh  to  fo rc e  o n  the people 
w ithou t the additional trouble o f  having a broken 
prom ise th row n  u p  at them . T h e  peop le  m ost 
em ph atica lly  d o  n o t  w ant conscription . T h e  
A ustra lians were given  a referendum  on  the su b- 
l e a  an d  they voted  against it. M a n y  Canadian 
soldiers are d o in g  the same th ing with their 
feet. T h e  A llied -Q u is lin g  G overnm ent in  Italy

has the same trouble as the N a zi-Q u isling  G o v 
ernm ent had, in  en forcing conscription  on  a 
people w ho are prepared to  join  issue on  the 
subject. S ince conscription  is com pulsion , it 
m ay have been enforced m any times, in  m any 
countries, but no -one  wants it, but those w ho 
d o  the ruling. . . . ..

W hat is conscription  but dictatorship?— or 
rather dictatorship is on ly  concerned with those 
spheres o f  life that concern  ourselves. It is the 
workers, the conscripts, the youth , w ho are 
wanted fo r  the m ilitary-industrial m achine in 
peace-tim e. It really makes very little difference 
i f  a C onservative G overnm ent decides not to 
conscript the industrialists— in  f a a  it makes 
matters even worse. W e d o  not want an end 
to controls as they affect abstractions o r  as they 
affect vested interests— w e want an end to  con 
trols as they a f fe a  ourselves.

W hile  any politician  has the pow er over life 
and death, w hile any politician  has the right to 
decide where on e  should w ork, w hether one 
should fight, h ow  one should dress, where one 
should live, if  on e  should live , there is n o  free
dom . W h ile  politicians can  decide the future 
o f  the w orld , w hile they can decide the future 
o f  the individual, there is n o  freedom . Freedom  
does not com e, how ever, as the result o f  being 
decided b y  a m eeting o f  statesmen or  the passing 
o f  a law . Freedom  and the responsibility fo r  
freedom  arise out o f  the struggle against tyranny. 
W e  m ust be  prepared not to trust politicians to 
free us from  the so-ca lled  war-tim e restria ions, 
in  reality the continuation  o f  the peace-tim e 
trends to the T o ta l State, bu t instead to  struggle 
against politicians, em ployers and the State. W e 
can  build  the organisation fo r  a free society in  
the form  o f  councils o f  action  in every p lace o f  
w ork and assem bly, federated together in  an in
dustrial un ion  aim ing at the transference o f  the 
direction  o f  industry from  either em ployers or 
bureaucrats in to  the hands o f  the m en on  the 
job . B y  individual and mass resistance to  any 
form  o f  managem ent, any form  o f  bureaucracy, 
any form  o f  the T o ta l State, the Governm ent 
can  be prevented from  proceeding with the 
totalitarian measures that it w ill en force as any 
G overnm ent com ing to  pow er now  will enforce. 
B y  propagating the idea o f  such assemblies o f  
workers taking over the industry they in e ffe a  
control bu t d o  not manage, the idea that man 
can  live w ithout governm ent, we shall be build
ing the new society o f  freedom , w hich can on ly 
com e when we have unitedly the courage to 
achieve it. M .
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It is pleasant to  be  able to  record that the 
G reek G overnm ent failed to bring hom e charges 
o f  conspiracy and m utiny against fou r  G reek 
seamen and tw o officers last week. T h e  case 
was heard before the G reek M aritim e C ou rt in 
L ondon , the defence being undertaken b y  the 
Stalinist lawyer, D . N . Pritt.

T h e  men were charged with form ing a ship’s 
com m ittee, and the w hole case appears to  have 
been aimed at making any form  o f  com bination 
illegal. B ut it failed.

GREEK D E A T H  SENTENCES  
REVOKED

In  a recent issue we recorded certain death 
sentences passed on  E .A .M . supporters in  Athens 
fo r  “ bearing arms against the State” . Such 
sentences showed that the prom ise o f  fu ll 
am nesty fo r  the recent fighting was as usual 
merely an em pty prom ise on  the part o f  the 
governm ent, a treacherous ruse to bam boozle and 
weaken the popular resistance. W e  ventured to 
predict, how ever, that the sentences w ould p ro 
bably not be carried ou t, as this w ould constitute 
too  open  a provocation  on  the part o f  the gov
ernm ent, and m ight set a match once more to  
open  resistance. T h is  prediction seems likely 
to  be correct, fo r  it was announced on  February

Capitalist Inter
national at Work

A t the British Embassy in M adrid  there was 
given recently a reception to honour the repre
sentatives o f  British insurance w ho are now  visit
ing Spain. T h e  report says that the goodw ill and 
friendship existing between British and Spanish 
insurance interests were strongly emphasised. 
In the same issue o f  the paper (R eynolds, M arch  
4th) there is a report o f  a speech by M rs. Char
lotte R iley, w ho has spent tw o and a half years 
in O ccupied France, and w ho says that the G er
mans w ho are hold ing out in  St. N azaire are 
supplied by  U -boats w hich load up in  the 
Spanish port o f  San Sebastian.

S o  that at the same time as British Business 
is dining and wining in M adrid , the Franco 
regime is supplying the G erm an garrisons on  the 
west coast o f  France. W e  should not^ really be 
surprised at such things, because was it not the 
“ goodw ill and friendship”  w hich had something 
to do with the N on-Intervention  Pact, and the 
Germ an and Italian aid fo r  F ranco. A n y  attempt 
at achieving international solidarity _ b y  the 
workers is m et by  every kind o f  opposition  and 
frustration. A n d  now  it is the Spanish workers 
w ho are kept in  poverty and misery resulting 
from  the d v il  war, while the same is true fo r  the 
British and G erm an workers— they are the ones 
w ho endure all the privations’i B ut the capitalist 
international carries on  with banquets and wishes 
o f  goodw ill.

9th  that none o f  the sentences w ou ld  b e  carried 
ou t till after the G overn m cn t-E -A -M . peace co n 
ference. It is ex p e a e d  that a retrospective law 
w ill then be  prom ulgated to  im plem ent the am 
nesty.

O f  course, the sentences therefore p lace bar
gaining pow er in the hands o f  the G overnm ent, 
fo r  unless E .A .M . com e to  a sa tisfaa ory  agree
m ent w ith them , they can threaten to  w ithhold 
such legislation, and thus throw  the condem ned 
m en’s lives in to  the balance. T h is  manoeuvre 
shows how  legal procedures can  be  used to  ad
vance governm ent policies.

G REECE A  BR ITISH  
C O L O N Y

T h e  politica l issues involved in  the interven
tion in G reece, and the personalities involved—  
C hurchill, Papandreou, Plastiras and so on-—  
has tended to  obscure the fundam ental operative 
factors in  p roducing the G reek situation. T hese, 
o f  course lie in  the f a a  that G reece has f o r  years 
been a financial dependency o f  the B ritish 
Empire.

T h e  A m erican m agazine Politics  explains the 
e f fe a  o f  this dependency:

“ T h e  C ity  holds the greatest part o f  the 
Greek N ational D ebt. T h e  original loans 
which date back to  the 19th century have ac
tually been paid back several times over but 
the interest rate o f  about 8 per cent, keeps 
Greece chained to the C ity . It had been 
stipulated by  London  that one third o f  the 
Greek budget had to  be set aside fo r  the ser
vice o f  these loans. T hus even during the 
depression year 1930-31, 3,160,000,000
drachmas out o f  a total budget o f  
9,970,000,000 went to  pay interest on  the debt. 
M oreover, this debt had always to  be serviced 
in gold , at a time when Britain paid her ow n 
debts in depreciated pounds. Som e months 
ago the British Foreign Office presented a 
m em orandum  to  the Greek G overnm ent in 
exile, demanding that it continue to 'safeguard 
the rights and securities at present en joyed by 
Greek external loans and to  p ro tea  the in
terests o f  the bondholders.’

“ In  1932, the Greek Republican  G overn 
ment reduced the service on  the debt. T h e  
C ity  was in an uproar. T h is  temerity was to 
be  punished. T hus in 1935 K ing  G eorge was 
brought back to Greece with the aid o f  the 
British. Interest payments were resumed . . .

“ T h e  C ity  realizes that fo r  the moment 
G reece is bled white; Britain is even ready to 
supply some tem porary aid to put the country 
on  its feet again. But after a while G reece 
is exp eaed  to resume paym ents: 8 per cent, 
plus K in g  G eorge— no wonder that the British 
are n ot exactly popular in Athens.”

Politics  adds that nearly all the Greek Public 
U tility  Com panies are in  British hands— there 
again making it a catastrophe for  the C ity  if 
they were nationalized in accordance with the 
demands o f  the G reek Resistance M ovem ent. 
A ll  o f  w hich  helps to  illuminate the Greek scene.

PLUS CA  CHANGE . . .
G e n er a l de G a u lle ’s s p eech  to  th e  C on su lta 

tive  A s s e m b ly  o n  F r a n ce ’s h o m e  p o l ic y  has com e  
as a d isa p p oin tm en t to  F r en c h  p u b l ic  op in ion . 
T h e r e  has lpeen m u ch  a d va n ce  p u b lic ity  f o r  the 
sp eech ; an d  the F re n ch  p u b lic  w as led  to  believe 
that d e  G a u lle  w ou ld  use the o p p ortu n ity  to  ou t
line m o re  con cre te ly  h is  G ov ern m en t’ s h om e 
p o licy .

In  fa c t , h e  d id  n o t  g o  b e y o n d  generalities 
stated o n  several p rev ious  occa s ion s . G en era l 
de G a u lle 's  k eyn ote  w as “ M a y  F ra n ce ’ s pow er  
becom e ou r  great nation a l am bition ” ; a n d  h e  
drew a p ia u r e  o f  a  greatly  increased  industrial 
and agricu ltura l poten tia l o f  p ost-w a r  F ran ce , 
but he said a lm ost n o th in g  a b ou t im m ediate 
econom ic m easures.

H e  la id  m u ch  stress o n  the need  fo r  a  new  
popu lation  p o lic y  designed  to  “ ca ll  to  life  12 
m illion  fine ba b ies  in  the n ext ten  years” .

T h e  O b serv er ,  4 / 3 /4 5 .

I t  is increasing ly ob v iou s  th at G en era l d e  
G au lle  does  n o t  in ten d  to  carry  o u t  any 
fundam ental ch an ge  in  th e p o litica l and 
e co n o m ic  structure o f  F ran ce . H is  p o licy  
d oes  n o t  d iffer  fr o m  that o f  the conservative 
leaders w h o  have previou sly  ru led  the 
cou n try .

SIDELINES ON WAR
I t  was a  great disappointm ent to the G rand  

D u chess o f  L uxem burg  that she was n o t able to 
spend her b irthday a m onth  ago  am ong her ow n  
peop le . S h e  is still staying in  this country, just 
outside L on d on .

T h e  P rince C on sort is in  L u xem b u rg , how 
ever, and it w ill be  he w h o  w ill decide when 
the m ilitary  situation is such  that h is w ife  can 
return  to  her coun try  in  safety. S tar , 2 3 /2 /4 5 .  
A .T .S . girls sent overseas w ill read this with 
interest.

★  ★
H E N R Y  K A I S E R : T h is  master shipbuilder, 

n icknam ed S ir  Launchalot because o f  all the 
freighters h e  has turned ou t, has also broken 
som e dollar records.

T w o  o f  h is com panies, w hich began with 
£20,00Q c a p ita l,. have m ade net profits o f  
£54,00 9 ,0 00 .

J O E  E . L E W I S ; T h is  top-ranking n ight- 
c lu m  com edian , in  F lorida ’s M iam i, has fou nd  
a w ay to  keep up  the profits despite the curfew .

O ne hou r  before  d o s in g  time he says in  the 
m iddle o f  routine, “ I ’ ve got a report that the 
Russians are nine m iles nearer B erlin . Let’ s 
drink to  the Russians1*——and everyone orders a 
drink.

F ifteen  minutes later he produces similar news 
about the Y anks, and for  a “ binder”  he suggests 
a drink to  the B ritish.

D a ily  E xpress, 2 3 /2 /4 5 .

SCHOOL FOR NAZIS
I have been visiting a school bu ild ing on  the 

outskirts o f  L on d on  where 200 British and 
A m erica n  officers are being trained as gauleiters 
f o r  G erm any. T h e y  are the people  whom  we 
will send  in  to  create order ou t o f  chaos when 
G e rm a n y  collapses.

P ractica l dem onstrations are given on  the way 
to  take over  a n ew ly  conquered  G erm an town. 
T h e  in stru ctors  take the part o f  G erm an  civilians 
and  the s tuden ts are  inv ited  to  issue orders  to

th ja i id n * !» ) X w as to ld , w a« n ot particu larly  en
couraged. T h e  student* are taught to  treat the 
Germ ans as in h ab ita n t, o f  a conquered  M um ry.

E ven in g  N e a t ,  2 4 /2 /4 5 .

T h e adm inistration  o f  G erm an y  does not 
•bow m uch signs o f  change. A n d  w ho said 
our ruling-classes c o u ld n ’ t p rod u ce  N az is?

MONTY'S MEN ARE DIFFERENT!
A llie d  troops, advancing  through  the r ich  fer

tile  G erm a n  countryside in  F ield -M arsh al M o n t
g o m e ry ’s offen sive , are liv ing  o f f  the fa t  o f  the 
land.

T h e r e  is a ch ick en  o r  a goose  in  every  p o t—  
o r  a steak o r  p ork . T h e  G erm an  farm ers lived 
w ell.

T h e  G erm an s w ere pushed  ba ck  so  fiercely  
that th ey  h a d  n o  tim e to  take cattle o r  tinned 
g ood s  w ith  them .

H u ge  stores o f  lo o ted  liq u or  have been  dis
covered , an d  it  doesn ’ t  g o  to  waste.

H ou ses , to o , are prosperou sly  furnished.—  
A .P . R eyn old s  N ew s, 1 8 /2 /4 5 .
W h e n  the G erm ans w ere liv in g  on  “ the fat 
o f  th e land”  o f  the countries they overran, 
th ey  w ere b itterly  d en ou n ced  b y  the Allies.
MASS HUNGER STRIKE 
IN GREECE

M o re  than  3,000 peop le  in  the K hassam  con
centration  cam p near A thens, T a ss N ew s A gen cy  
reported  to -day  fro m  the G reek  capital, are on  
a hunger strike n ow  go in g  in to  its sixth day in 
protest against the alleged viola tion  o f  the agree
m ent between the G overnm ent and E A M , says 
A .P .

M ost o f  the internees, T ass said, are E A M  
m em bers, in clud ing  350 guerillas taken prisoner 
during the recent c iv il war. Star, 2 3 /2 /4 5 .

MUTINIES IN GERMAN 
ARMY

A part from  a rather increased general readi
ness to surrender w hich is indicated b y  many 
reports from  the W estern F ront, there have been, 
during February, at least local m utinies: one in 
the besieged city  o f  M arienburg, where part o f  
the garrison tried to enforce a surrender by  
turning against their higher officers, and one, 
on  February 24, in  C openhagen, where an A u s
trian contingent on  transit from  N orw ay to  the 
Eastern F ront refused to board ships and was 
overw helm ed on ly  after fou r  hours’  fighting.

T h e  Observer,  4 /3 /4 5 .

BUREAUCRACY—BY A 
BUREAUCRAT

Captain Charles W aterhouse, Parliamentary 
Secretary to  the B oard o f  T rade said in  G las
gow  last n ight: “ T h e  people  o f  B ritain are hav
ing a dose o f  State Socia lism  and not greatly 
enjoying it. W e are controlled in  what we eat, 
in  what we wear, and in  where and h ow  we 
work.”  D a ily  E xpress,  2 4 /2 /4 5 .
Captain W aterhouse is n ot doing so badly 
out o f  it, though . . . Fishm ongers d o  seem 
to cry  “ stinking fish”  sometimes in  spite o f  
the proverb.

THE FRENCH CALLED 
THEM ’‘MAQUIS"

W hen  civilians in  the Q uebec townships o f  
D rum m ondviJie clashed w ith  Provost C orp s m en 
and C anadian M ounted  P olice  in  search o f  de
serters and draft dodgers, the situation was con 
sidered to be so serious that a nearby A rm y  
training centre was ordered to stand by , says 
Reuter.

A lthough  it was reported that 100 peop le  were 
injured and m ilitary vehicles dam aged in  the 
m elee, the assistance o f  the troops was n ot neces
sary, and the latest reports say that com plete 
quiet reigns.

T h e  trouble started when about 1,000 civilians 
gathered outside D rum m ondville  P o lice  head
quarters with the apparent intention o f  rescuing 
ten arrested m en, w no were due to be taken to 
M ontrea l.

T h e  police  lined up  outside the building and 
the crow d began throw ing rocks, ice , boards and 
pieces o f  iron  fence at them. T h e  police  m an
aged to get eight o f  the arrested m en aw ay, but 
n ot before 11 o f  their vehicles had been dam
aged.

T w enty-five civilians were arrested in  connec
tion with the disturbance. Earlier, the 
“ M ounties”  in  M ontreal, in one o f  the series 
o f  raids now  being carried out, questioned 400 
m en and detained 20 for  investigation o f  their 
military status. Star, 2 6 /2 /4 5 .

UNTO THEM THAT HATH . . .
G loria  Vanderbilt, A m erica ’ s “ poor  little rich 

girl” ,  woke up  to-day owner o f  another 
£1 ,250,000. She becam e of age to-day and thus 
enters into a Trust Fund o f that amount left 
by her father. Star, 20/2/45.
She d id n ’ t even have to get up at 5.30 a.m. 
like those w ho im agine you  becom e a capi
talist by  w orking hard.

GRANDI IS NOT A WAR CRIMINAL—SAYS EDEN. 
HERE IS HIS FASCIST 
RECORD

W h en  the Fascist m ovem ent got going, m  
1920-21, and its blackshirted squads were armed 
with cudgels and pistols by  the Italian G eneral 
Staff fo r  the purpose o f  shooting dow n or  break
ing the heads o f  Com m unists, Socialists, and the 
m embers o f  the fiorishing Italian C o-operative 
Societies, D in o  G randi becam e Fascist B oss o f  
the prov ince o f  E m ilia , with headquarters at 
B ologna . . .

G randi was the organiser o f  the largest expe
ditions o f  B lack Shirts to beat up  the country
side, to  shoot opponents, burn their houses and 
to  behave like thorough -going ruffians.

G rand i, in fact, preached and practised the 
d oa r in e  o f  violence. In a diary o f  the year 
1922 he w rote : , . . .

“ H ow  can one reconcile the theory o f  v io
lence with liberal principles? A n d , above all, 
how  can one pra aise  violence and preach 
respect fo r  all opin ions? T h e  truth is one. 
W h o  believes that he possesses it m ust defend 
it w ith his life . A n d  whoever does not be
lieve that he possesses the truth in him self, 
absolute and unique, cannot be a fascist, that 
is to say, be contem ptuous o f  death. I  am 
so sure o f  dwelling in the truth that I  cannot 
understand how  it is possible not to  be a 
Fascist.”
N ow  G randi, w ho was the first Italian A m bas

sador to wear the Fascist B lack Shirt outside 
his Em bassy, w ould fa in  appear as a white black
bird or, at worst, a magpie. T h e  D a ily  T ele
graph  wrote o f  his black-shirted appearance in 
London, on November 1, 1932: “ This is sym
bolic of his passionate devotion to the Fascist 
creed and discipline” — a devotion which did not 
prevent him from becoming a darling o f the 
same London “ Society”  which flocked to Ribben-

trop’ s receptions.
. . . W hat his quality was I  have shown. 

W hat it remained up  to  the even o f  his recall 
from  L ondon  is suggested by  his speech to  an 
audience o f  Italians and Germ ans at the Italian 
Embassy in M ay, 1939, when, glorifying the 
Fascist Party, he said: “ O ur party, with the 
m en w ho make up the old  and glorious (Fascist) 
squads, as well as the young recruits, is one 
m onolithic ( s ic ! )  block steel, w hich knows but 
one feeling, one thought, one la w : That is blind 
and obsolute obedience to the D u ce , w ho is 
always r ig h t  T h e  D uce thinks and commands. 
T h e  D u ce is always right. T h is  is our m orality 
and this is our law.”

In June 1944, the Italian N ational Com m is
sion o f  Purification applied fo r  the extradition 
o f  Grandi from  Portugal to  face trials on 
charges o f  (1) taking part in the organisation 
o f  leadership in  the armed insurrection o f  O ct. 
28 , 1922; (2) taking part in  the coup  d’etat 
w hich destroyed the Italian C onstitution on  June 
3, 1925, after the murder o f  M atteotti; and (3) 
o f  having been concerned in the m urder o f  inno
cent peasants during Fascist raids. T h e  Portu
guese G overnm ent has hitherto refused extradi
tion.

It is possible that L ord  Beaverbrook’s D aily  
E xpress  has unwittingly inaugurated a kind o f  
“ U N R R A ”  enterprise for  the “ R elief and R e
habilitation”  o f  D in o  Grandi in  merited distress? 
I f  so, I cannot think its enterprise entirely 
laudable.

t Wickham Steed in Leader, 3 /3 /45 . 
F or editorial com m ent on  G randi’s articles 
in  the Daily Express, see p. 4.

LIBERATION— A 
MOCKING GRIMACE

Everybody asks me: What is France really 
like? Are things out there as bad as they have 
been painted?

M y answer is; They are worse than that. I

am  not thinking on ly  o f  the grim  picture, to 
w hich m y ow n eyes can testify, o f  appalling 
misery, hunger and cold.

These in  themselves are enough to  have twist
ed the smile o f  liberation into a m ocking 
grimace. But I  w ould be doing the French 
people  an injustice were I to  give the impression 
that the on ly suffering they feel to-day is the 
pang o f  an em pty stomach.

T h e  em pty stomach and the fireless hearth are 
on ly  the symptoms o f  the general malaise that 
is withering the very soul o f  France.

N ot everybody in  Paris or  France goes hun
gry. In  Paris I  have seen people eating better, 
liv ing better, spending with m ore abandon than 
any people  can d o  in  England o r  in  any other 
part o f  E urope, w ith the possible exception o f  
liberated Brussels. T h ey  are, fo r  the m ost part, 
people  w ho did well under the Germ ans and 
w ho are doing equally w ell, i f  not better, under 
the Allies.

M y  first impression o f  the French capital was 
that the stories o f  distress were just one big  leg- 
pull— or ju6t a joke in  bad taste.

Revelation came on  asking the prices o f  goods 
so  temptingly displayed. T h e  m eaning o f  in 
flation was conveyed to m e b y  superbly coiffured 
Parisiennes w ho ignored m y French  and told  
me in  the m ost seductive E nglish that the parti
cular article I  had in  m ind and w hich  1 had 
m entally reckoned in terms o f  shillings w ould, 
in  f a a ,  cost m e the equivalent o f  several pounds.

H ow , then, can the French people afford  such 
luxuries? T h e  answer is that the great m ajority 
o f  them cannot afford such luxuries. T h ey  are 
as effectively deprived o f  them b y  fantastically 
swollen prices as we are by  M r. D a lton ’s em 
bargo on  their production.

W h y  are they produced at all when people  are 
going without necessities? W h y  is transport 
wasted on  bringing them to Paris when the 
authorities w ill tell you  that Paris hospitals and 
Paris children have to g o  without m ilk and 
butter fo r  lack o f  means o f  bringing these essen
tial foods from  country areas where there is a 
glut o f  both?

W h y  are road-w orthy lorries and trucks used 
to bring loads o f  cham pagne and cogna c (at £4  
a bottle) to the restaurants and hotels w hen food  
lies rotting on  French  country roadsides in trucks 
which are fit on ly  fo r  the scrap-dealer’ s dum p?

The black market remains in control of the 
food situation in Paris, and, to a lesser extent, in 
most o f the French towns.

Only the most drastic measures, such as the 
requisitioning o f transport, coupled with price 
control and an increased food ration, could cut 
out this canker that is eating the very vitals of 
French economic life.

The Consultative Assembly has declared itself 
in favour of the requisitioning o f all transport. 
But the Government every day pays less and less 
attention to the voice of this Provisional Parlia
ment of Free France.

The truth is that the Government is in the 
grip o f  the private owners o f transport and is 
blackmailed by them.

Reynolds N ew s, 4 /3 /4 5 ,



WAR COMMENTARY— FOR ANARCHISM, lOtfa MARCH 1945

Leading W riters on F.P. Raids Freedom Press Def
The letter reproduced below has been published 
in the Manchester Guardian, T he Manchester 
Guardian W eekly, The Spectator, Com m on- 
Wealth Review, Peace News, T he New States
man and Nation and received acknowledgement 
in The'Tribune. It has ■treated wide comments 
and discussion around the police  activities o f  
which Freedom Press has been a victim, 

it
W e desire to express our disquiet, at the in

creasing tendency in England to-day towards the 
restriction of the liberties o f  statement and per
suasion. This tendency has been demonstrated 
recently in an instance o f  arbitrary, police action 
and o f  other methods o f  indirect' coercion. W e 
refer to the acts against Freedom Press, the 
anarchist publishing group. M ost o f  us do not 
subscribe to the political theories held by Free
dom Press, and have no connection with the 
anarchist movement, but we respect their right 
to propagate opinions, and regard any attempt to 
curtail their freedom o f  speech and writing as 
a general threat against these liberties.

On the 12th December a squad o f  the Special 
Branch raided the premises o f  Freedom Press, 
with a search warrant issued under Defence 
Regulation 39A. This warrant authorised them 
to seize any objects which they had reason to 
suppose might be evidence o f  the commission o f  
an attempt to seduce from  their duties members 

^bf H .M . Forces. Instead, however, o f  choosing 
relevant material, the police proceeded to empty 
the contents from  the letter trays straight into 
sacks, seize invoices and account books which

d « l t  entirely with transactions with bookshops, 
the omce typewriter, the boxes containing stendls 
o f  addresses, letter books, and other material 
without which it is impossible to carry on the 
legitimate business o f such a concern as Freedom 
Press. N o  attempt was made to decide whether 
the material had any bearing on the investigation 
and, in  spite o f  protests, it was two months 
before any o f  it was returned.

A t the same time raids were made on the 
homes o f  at least five persons connected with 
Freedom Press, and in one case on that o f  a 
private' citizen w ho had no direct connection 
with Freedom Press. Personal correspondence, 
professional notes, literary manuscripts, cheque 
counterfoils, etc., were all seized, and again the 
police' made no effort t o  choose papers which 
might possibly contain relevant evidence. /I n  
one case, when the person visited was not at 
home, the police broke in and departed without 
leaving any notification o f  their action. Fur
thermore, in the Army and Navy, searches were 
made o f  the kits o f  men who had been in corres
pondence with Freedom Press, and copies o f 
pamphlets, as well as issues o f  W ar Comment
ary., Peace News and N ow  were seized.

These official actions* have been accompanied 
by certain unofficial actions which have no ob
vious connection with the activities o f  the police, 
but which deserve attention. T he landlords o f  
the premises occupied by Freedom Press forbade 
them to carry on business any longer. Negotia
tions were opened for  fiurther premises, but at 
the last" minute were broken off by the owners,

who refused to give any reasons for their action. 
Lastly, Freedom Press have been informed by 
the paper manufacturers that they cannot supply 
any more newsprint.

W e submit that such actions are prejudicial 
t o  the liberty o f  speech and writing. I f  they 
are allowed to pass without protest, they may 
become precedents for future persecutions o f  
individuals or o f  organisations devoted to the 
spreading o f  opinions disliked by the authorities. 
Once started, a process o f  this nature may well 
result in an intellectual tyranny o f  an extreme 
kind. A s writers, we see that in our own inter
ests, as well as in the interests o f  freedom o f  
expression and persuasion, we must register our 
protest against the high-handed actions o f  the 
authorities in this case. In particular, we pro
test against the facility with which search war
rants are granted to the police, and the improper 
manner in which the police exceed the authority 
given them by these warrants, in such a way as 
to interfere with the legitimate action o f  the 
organisations and individuals whose premises 
they search. W e suggest that an inquiry be 
made into the activities o f  the Special Branch, 
which in its present form  appears to be an 
institution o f  great potential danger to freedom 
in this country.

A lex Comfort 
T . S. E liot 
B . M . Forster 
Ethel  M annin  
John M iddleton 

M urry

H erbert R ead 
R eginald R eynolds 
D . S. Savage 
Stephen  Spender 
Julian Symons

RETURN OF THE FASCISTS
Ever since 1939 the most influential pro

fascist elements in this country have" had to 
tone down, apologise for  and “ omit to men
tion’ '  their warm support for the N azi leaders.' 
Ever since 1940, the same policy has had to be 
applied to the Italian Fascist leaders. Their 

„ friendship for Franco has gone up and down 
with the political barometer.

Gradually as .the Fascists return to the fold, 
their former allies welcome them. First o f all 
came the association with French collaboration
ists, who were repudiated by the de Gaullists in 
order ib appease the French, rather than by the 
Allies. Then— and here most o f all— the asso
ciation with the Italian Fascists who for various' 
reasons, chiefly concerned with personal advance
ment, did not follow Mussolini into his pre
carious German exile.

Allied policy in  Italy has often been described 
in these columns. It spreads beyond Italy. It 
has came to London.

Count D ino Grandi, fomer Italian Ambassa
dor to London, was (as he himself put it) “ a 
faithful collaborator" o f  Mussolini. His atti
tude to the war was o f  “ absolute and enthusiastic 
support". He was a “ faithful servant" o f  the 
Duce, his faith was “ boundless and unquestion
ing” . He was the Blackshirt Chief o f Staff,

Fasdst Under-Secretary 'o f  State, Ambassador 
and Minister o f  Justice.

W hen the workers overthrew Mussolini, 
Grandi seized the opportunity o f  advancing his 
pesonal ambitions b y  endeavouring to take the 
credit— and .pretended that not the mass demon
strations o f  workers but his intrigues behind the 
scenes caused the downfall o f Fascism.

In M arch 1944 he wrote a confidential memo
randum o f  his activities to the British Govern

ment, in order that he might be considered a I 
posable Badoglio. Brendan Bracken, Minister 
o f  Information, described it as “ an amusing and 
tendentious document whitewashing Count 
Grandi". H e  offered it then to various sources—  
finally it was accepted by the Daily Express, 
which labelled it an authentic picture o f  events 
in Europe and presented it to its readers (one 
in every four newspaper-readers in the country, 
let it be remembered) as an authoritative history.

This was during the week o f  19th February. 
O n Friday night, 23rd '  February, the French

Service o f  the B .B.C. gave extracts from  M usso
lini's book “ T he Stick and the Carrot". It 
corrected uthe false opinions that D ino Grandi, 
former Italian Ambassador to London, may have 
succeeded in putting about in a campaign to 
display himself as an opponent o f  Mussolini's 
foreign po licy ?" (News Chronicle, 24 /2 /45 . 
Needless to say the Express o f  that date was 
silent). But who assisted the falsehood? W hy 
were the circumstances not mentioned? Above

all, why ..'was this news broadcast limited to 
French listeners? Surely' the newspaper-readers 
in this country have a right to hear the truth 
occasionally. The Beaverbroqk Press let them 
imagine Grandi was against Mussolini. Musso
lini himself reveals the documentary evidence 
that Grandi was his loyal henchman, who had 
received a thousand favours from the Fascist 
regime o f  which he was an abject supporter. 
Was it not possible to let the readers o f  the 
Beaverbrook Press know why they were fooled, 
or is the B .B.C. only interested in the re-educa
tion o f  those who have already lived under 
fascism, and not particularly interested in those 
who may yet live under fascism, when the former 
friends o f  Grandi and von Ribbentrop re-unite 
with their late guests and hosts?REPRESSION IN ARGENTINA

Anarchist Commentary

T he F.OJL.A. (Argentine amrcho-syndicalist workers’  union) is an old movement that 
has always had a place in  the hearts o f the Argentine workers. During its long existence 
it has had many bloodstained struggles on behalf of labour. Its militants have_ been 
arrested, deported, murdered, but it has always carried on the struggle for Anarchism. 
The following information, dated August 1944,  indicates how the pjgrfssdst government 
in the Argentine opened the attack on the Anarchist movement. Since this was written, 
all working-class and most other unofficial movements have been suppressed. The Gov
ernment is setting up corporate unions on the Fascist m odel; is allowing no freedom of
speech or assembly; has introduced many o f the Nazi precepts......

However much the attitude of the British Government may change, the workers can 
only declare firm opposition to the Argentine fascists who are setting u p / to | large 
extent m d w  the influence of Franco,-the total State.

Buenos A tree, August 1944.
On Sandfly 16th July, certain members o f 

the Federal Council o f  the F .O JL A . were 
arrested and detained. The police confiscated 
a modern duplicator ,a typewriter* files* seals* 
and books of Anarchist and other tendencies, 
as well as a good deal o f important material. 
A  few  days later the local in the Callc 
Venezuela was raided* and much union pro-
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perty and m ore than 1000 books o f  the 
"Idearios”  edition were confiscated. They re
moved the F .O JL A . label from  the front door. 
A fter this many similar happenings took place 
against F .O JL A . organisations in many pro

vince the new regime seized power on  the 
4th June 1944* the government has moved 
towards military dictatorship* and has estab
lished many philo-fascist measures. The 
new regime is gradually annulling all the ves
tiges of rights and liberties that survived the 
Uriburi dictatorship o f  1930.

It has passed laws against the right o f  asso
ciation* liberty o f thought* and “ communism"* 
also against the Jews. Although the "C om 
munist** Party is persecuted under the laws 
like the other bourgeois parties* it is the 
F .O .R .A . which has been systematically per
secuted since the 4th June. M any o f  its 
militants have already been arrested under 
law 41 44  (against foreigners). W e recall 
that when the Uriburi military putsch took 
place in 1930 the F .O JL A . was the first to 
face the reactionary barbarism. It was the 
movement that maintained great strikes in the 
most important industries. Many of its mem* 
hers were then deported to Europe and 
Uruguay* its Argentine members imprisoned 
in Ushuaic (penal settlement— E D .). While 
this happened the socialist union C .O .A . and 
the chameleon union U .S.A. survived legally 
and amalgamated to form the present trade 
union movement* the C.G .T. on a nationalist 
basis, which to-day fits in with the corporate 
plans of the Nazi militarists. Lest the "C om 
munist** Party should be given credit for its 
present-day nsartyrology* we recall that it fell 
into line with those plans.

We ask comrades throughout the American 
Continent* to spread the news o f the reaction 
in Argentine* in order to counteract the des
potic notion that is being taken.

This is essential since the authorities have 
prevented the publication of hooks* periodi
cals* pamphlets and leaflets* and rigorously 
censors the entry o f material from abroad, 

dr
A t the T .U . Conference in London, Lom

bardo Toledsno referred to the strike against 
Col. Peron’i  dictatorship within the Argentine, 
but made no reference to the F.O JL A. Hard 
labour up to 25 years for “ crimes against the 
State*' have since been directed against strikers. 
A  Hitlerian labour code is instituted. A t this 
juncture, the paper that once introduced Mosley 
to Britain as a Hitler-imitator, the Daily Mail 
suggests Britain should do a trade deal with 
the Argentine.

Britain's big opportunity, the Mail says, lies 
in Argentina, which immediately requires 
100,000 vehicles. “ Argentina," the Mail adds 
by way of explanation, “ would prefer to buy 
these from Britain because the considers that 
the British attitude to her new rigtme is more 
friendly than the American."

We know oqr home-grown Fascists.

J U S T  A  R E M I N D E R

PI Red Army birthday or not, it looked at trifle 
odd to see the Soviet flag on the front page of 
the .D a ly  Mail (24 /2 /45 ). For many years 
only the Daily Worker carried the hammer-and- 
sickle on the front page. W e recall a year or 
so. before the war, when the Daily Worker 
quietly dropped the hammer-and-sickle on  the 
front page, and Trotskyists made a great to-do 
outside G P . meetings calling out “ W ho stole 
the hammer-and-siekle?”  Well, they seem to 
have their answer now. W e await the Daily 
W orker making the next move, which logically 
should be to pinch the- Lion and U nicom  from 
the front page o f the Daily Mail.

are pleased to announce that we have 
1 at last secured new premises and ALL  

iTetpofidence, subscriptions, orders, etc,, 
should now be addressed to the

FREEDOM PRESS,
27. RED LION STREET, 

LO N DO N, W .C .I.

are not in a position to invite oi 
redes and friends to cell at our ns 

premises at the moment as muck work 
I still required, to put the place hi order, I 

: as soon as the office is reorganised and 
Book Shop equipped and stocked with 

books and pamphlets, an announcement will 
be made in these columns. Meanwhile 

I please note the new address for all corres
pondence to Freedom Press, and inform 

( your friends of our change of address.

OPINION ON “RANKER” 
OFFICERS

Put authority in the hands o f  someone who 
has never been in a position to dictate to his 
fellow men before, and one will invariably find 
he will be more tyrannical than a person who has 
bad authority all his life.

An outstanding example o f this is the officer 
who has risen through the ranks in the British 
Army. Before he volunteered or was conscrip
ted into the army, in nine cases out o f  ten he 
was at the bottom of his profession; an em
ployee, maybe unemployed. Seldom did he 
nave any authority over anyone; but when he 
rose in the ranks he had authority over dozens 
of people, the higher he rose, the greater his 
authority. The power, quite naturally I  think, 
goes to his head and he becomes a tyrant.

How many times have I heard soldiers say. 
“ I would rather have a ‘gentleman’ officer in 
charge than one who has come through the 
ranks.”  From my own experience I have dis
covered the ‘ranker* officer, with rare exceptions, 
is a vain creature who thinks he is a little god 
and that everyone below him is a pig and should 
be treated at such.

I am not trying to prove the theory that the 
ruling class were born to rule. Oh no I But 
this: when the time comes, it is no use replacing 
the present rulers with men from the working 
class. The only alternative is a system based on 
Mutual Aid— without authority.

A t a meeting on  Saturday, M erck 3rd. 
called by a  number o f  com rades to  c e a n ie r  
recent police action against Freedom Press 
and the arrest o f  our fou r  comrades* it w u  
decided to  set up immediately a D efence f m i  

I mittee, with the fo llow ing main objectives:
1. T o  defend the four anarchists arrested 

and c harged under D efence Regulation 3 9 A-
2 . T o  protest against any attacks upon the 

freedom  o f  speech  and publication.

■ . -  - . - I .  arc  m  the miimrml t r i mt
m o n u a e n t  1. 1I1 H—  . . -  ^
W o o d e d  to  u * d  t h e *
a r S e C omauttec «  ■* J .  „

- • >
Committee. M il.ring their a tga n n —■—  « »  ■* 
cuotad ae being m  M l  support, and o u s t in g
£--------'rTy in the work mi the D efen ce  rum *
T he L L P ,  the P -P X " (L on d on  A m )  emd

3 . T o  organize a D efence Fund to  cover  
the legal expenses o f  the accused and the 
Com m itte’ s ow n expenses.

H erbert Rend agreed to  bec o me Chairman 
o f  the Committee* and Ethel M annin, who 
was n ot able to  be present, has since agreed 
to be Secretary. V ice-Chairm en include Fen
ner Brockway and Patrick Figgis. T he trees 
nrer is S . W atson Taylor.

I t  was decided  to organize the D e fence 
Com m ittee on  the broadest possible haiii. to  
include all individuals and organizations inter
ested in fre edom  o f  ezpre irias  A  number of

Premise i have been secured at 17  St. 
George Street, (second f loo r ) , f la w  rri Sq». 
London, W . l .  W e i p ; n l  for  volunteers to  
assist during the day. at this adhcc. W e appeal 
fo r  contributions towards the Defence Fsud. 
Send these to  the Treasurer at the above 
address H elp in the work o f  the Q m t i fe k c !

AM ch eq u e  znd postal enkn  f i n g f  he 
crossed and mode payable m  FREEDOM  
PR E SS D E FE N C E  C O M M IT T E E :
N O T E — Defence O w m in u s  are already beam 
fanned m Glasgow and Bristol.

Peace on Earth
{Com bined from  p. 2)  

U N IT E D  ST A TE S
1812 W ar with England.
1846 United States fights M exico.
1861 Civil W ar in  the United States.
1898 Spanish-American war.
1900 Boxer's Rebellion in China. U-S- one 

o f  participants.
1917 United States takes part in W orld War 

N o. 1 as one o f  A llied nations.
1941 United States declares war on Japan, 

Germany and Italy.
SPAIN ’ S W A R S

1805 England declares war on Spam.
1808 Napoleon enters Spain.
1822 Civil war in Spain.
1823 - French army enters Spain.
1868 Spanish Revolution.
1874 Spanish C m l War-
1898 Spanish American War.
1937 Spanish Civil War. Republican gov

ernment overthrown by  Franco with aid o f  
Gennany and Italy.

— F ra n  the V O IC E  o f  2I2L 
organ o f  Briggs Local, 
Detroit.

(A ll these wars were fought fo r  high and 
noble motives, such as malting the world safe for 
democracy, building a better world, security, etc.

They were aB “ Afferent”  wars. In all o f 
w an there was O N E  loser; the m h i  lw |M, 
o f  the countries invo lved . In  aB o f  
was ON E  wimwi— the tnefcjs pnariaes o f  jfl[ 
countries— even the defeated o a t t )

ITAUAN PAPERS SUPPRESSED
A n  the K a m a  pipera oh id t  i d  am mo o n  

p e m n o o a  to prim bcfnrr J m n w j  I d o ,  nar  
failed to appear (his H n ,  b f  a h o ,  f a t a v  
Don ruling which withdrew chrir paper a s p i c s  
yesterday.

Further, four  weeklies are suppressed “ because 
ib ex  oonfraf contrasts with behaviour emmmaem 
with the present sure o f  the war." These turn 
are Partisan, Reflector , and Mam its the Sereez, 
all Roman, and Dam Quixote, a Salerno weekly. 
T h e  former three carried on violent cmapaagns 
against the prosrimriou o f  K oa oa  s o w s  to  
A llied troops and against the ia b d o a  o f  |r i r «, 
which is anrihwred a» the high nrrhcim  rare o f  
the Era to the pound.

Cartoons and ank les m  these fowr papers dU  
not spore the AJBes, and an the cm e o f  A e  
Partisan they were accompanied by  a " f  ■ ■ ■ -
anti-clerical campaign.

Mmorhester Guardian, 21 /2 /45 .

G LASG O W  W O R K E R S*
RESOLUTIONS

W e have received the following resolu
tions from  a group  o f  Clydeside workers 
and shop stewards. In  printing them, we 
wish the group every  success in their en
deavour to form a real workers’  union.

(1) This group believes fundamentally in the 
organisation o f  all workers, irrespective o f  craft 
or creed, on a common basis at the point o f  
production.

(2) Trade Unionism has become outworn, 
and can only be used fay the capitalist class as 
a weapon  to further enslave the  ̂workers.

Trade Unionism had a reformist role to  play 
during the rise o f  r j p ^ H q n . N ow , in  the de
cline o f  capitalism, when reforms can no longer 
be granted, Trade Unionism can only become 
more and more integrated whh the Capitalist 
State Machine. It can now only organise the 
workers on behalf o f  Capitalism.

This group therefore rejects the official  Trade 
Union Movement as a medium o f  Working 
Class struggle.

Section 2. U N E M P L O Y M E N T  A N D  
R E D U N D A N C Y .

___|TMs group recognwes that o a t a p h j w m  m
redundancy is ■  the a p a h t  i j  •___
That to abafish m empioymeat the workers mam 
first o f  all abofish '" i f 'T i f i—  i w a

That beram r  o f  the decay o f  Gapiiafemh m -  
employment o r  redundancy most con
siderably.

That afl those who say they have a a r e  Jar 
unemployment without the o v tn h u v  a i  
C apuafam aad the rm h liif— r ■  o f  a workers* 
conanonweahh, are ehher lo o k  o r  knaves.

It is therefore the duty o f  this g m p  10 ex
amine the possibility o f  ifae nrgm im M  g f 
unemployed workers whh the view to  m nnfiu 
ating their activities  with that o f  i k r  r ifik u i i  
fellow  workers.

I f  yon are interested in actiiity along the 
foregoing tines, yon shoold get in 
with:

J. BROW N.
43> H o u l d s w o r t h  S t r e e t , 

G l a s g o w ,  C j .

(3) In contradistinction to the official Trade 
Union M ovement this group believes that the 
Shop Stewards movement is a movement o f  the 
working dass; and despire signs o f  degeneracy 
within it, caused by  various poll oral power 
groups attempting to seize control o f  it, it can, 
and will become a big factor in  the days o f 
struggle ahead.

That the Shop Stewards movement was, in  
fact, a revolt against the official elem ents o f  the 
Trade Union movement, and is accordingly  
feared by them.

That the Shop Stewards movement is based 
in the factories at the point o f  production, and 
can most clearly reflect the moods o f  the workers.

That the duty o f  tins group is to point out 
to the workers the need to  strengthen the Shop 
Stewards movement, and to fight to free it from  
the influence o f  the official Trade Union 
machine.

(4) This group advocates action on  syndi
calist lines inside the factories, and w hoever 
the workers congregate to enforce their demands.

(5) This group advocates the strongest pos
sible bonds between all Shop Stewards, Work
shop Delegates and Workers* r n w miitw ^  
locally, in areas, nationally, and internationally, 
for the complete defence and advancement of 
working class interests.

(6) This,group recognises that all can
not be brought about by ideas from any clique 
or power-group at the top, but only by the 
workers actively participating and directing their 
own organisation. It is recognised, that while 
participating in the struggles o f  the workers, one 
o f  the primary tasks of this group is to  aim at 
the creation, through propaganda, o f  as many 
class-conscious workers as possible. W ith the 
nstng class-consdousness of the workers,  the 
Shop stewards’  committees and the comptw rinn 
and activities o f  such, will reflea this eftus- 
oaosaousness.

A SUP
Read at the W orld Trade Union Conference 

in London yesterday was a declaration that "the 
war against Japan must be prosecuted with 
vigour. Sensation— two members o f  the com
mittee which drafted the declaration were from 
Russia, still at peace with Japan.

Some quick back-stage work by M r. Kuaacr- 
sov, leader o f  the Soviet delegation, was fiouowoa 
by an amendment inferring after  Japan r

.ttS y -E rJ
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