narchism

THE CHIEF AIM OF ANARCHISM IS
TO AWAKEN THOSE CONSTRUCTIVE
POWERS OF THE LABOURING MASSES
OF THE PEOPLE WHICH AT ALL GREAT
MOMENTS OF HISTORY CAME FOR-
WARD TO ACCOMPLISH THE NECES-
SARY CHANGES, AND WHICH, AIDED
BY THE NOW ACCUMULATED KNOW-
LEDGE, WILL ACCOMPLISH THE
CHANGE THAT IS CALLED FORTH BY
ALL THE BEST MEN OF OUR OWN TIME.
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- Background (o the Big Three Meeting

S we foresaw, Sir Walter Citrine’s delegation to Greece has acted as a time-

gaining device for the Government, and has been fully used by the reactionary
press. Thus full reports appeared with flaring headlines of Citrine’s examination of

mass exhumations described as “ELAS victims™.

These were exhibited by the Gov-

emment, and one may reasonably doubt any evidence brought forward as to who

were the perpetrators.
find eorpses.
killed by ELAS”.

Citrine was cautions enough to state only
that the large number of exhumed
was irrefutable evidence of “cold-blooded
murder”. As we all know that a civil war
bad just been carried out by interventionists
no one will quarrel with him. He did not
however state that ELAS were the mur-
derers. It was left for the press reports
to do that for him in their headlines. Ind-
dentally 2ll this “evidence™ was seen by
Cirrine before he had interviewed the EAM
represeniztives. When he did see them,
the press gave such headlines as “Why
EAM refuse w0 Sign Citrine Plan for Vote™.
Below this—and coming after all the “cold-
blooded murder” stuff had well sunk in—
they report Citrine as regretuing “the refer-
ences which have been made in the House
of Commons to the original members of
EAM. We are satisfied that many of these
peopie -were people of high integrity. In
seems the same was true of Elas and that
many were men of military competence, in-
tegrity and high purpose.”
~Pnformmarchy —eren—when—GCitrine —does
mzke his final report, it will carry no great
conviction. Sir Walter's previous chameleon
work in this direction, his Russian Diary,
his Fromish Diary, and his American Diary,
have all shown only 100 well how casily his
Jegal mind adapts nself to the propaganda

acsds of the tme.

AMNESTY PROMISES TORN UP

War Commentary pointed out in its last issue
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After several weeks of bitter street fighting it is not difficult to
It only remains for the government to affix the trade-mark “guaranteed

self at a disadvantage in casual conversation
with more or less educated Greeks, because
the British are automatically taken as oppo-
nents of all Left Wing ideas and as prepared
to encourage their suppression by every means,
Attempts to correct (sic) this assumption or
explain the social and political structure and
trends of wartime Britain are met with either
scepticism or alarm, according to the listener’s
political attitude.”

The Greeks are not altogether fools. On Jan-
pary 19th, Eden “emphasized that the only
people liable to prosecution in Greece would be
those guilty of crimes against the penal code or
the laws of war, and rhat no political arrests
would be made.”” To underline this promise of
amnesty, the headlines (News Chronicle,
20/1/45) read: “Eden Reaffirms Pledges on
Greek Amnesty—Plastiras Makes a Promise—
No Punishment for Bearing Arms”.

In Athens since then several people have been
sentenced to death for taking part in the recent
fighting, “for carrying arms against the State”.
(Reynolds News, 4/2/45). Reynolds adds,
“These are the first trials by a military court
since Greece was liberated. No quislings or
pro.-Nuzi traitors have been tried.”

A FAVOURABLE SIGN
There is one hopeful sign. The Greek gov-
- .ernment have thought it wise to start some trials
of collaborationists. It doesn’t look too well to
be trying those who fought the German occupa-
tion, while those who collaborated with it still
remain untried. So there will be some collabor-
ationist trials soon in Athens, probably begin-
ning with the quisling Prime Minister (German
quisling, we mean) John Rallis. It is very dis-
wasteful to see one set of quislings denouncing
and executing another for the greater glory of
their imperialist masters. Moreover the present
situation shows the function of these trial-shows.
They serve to give an appearance of impartiality,
of striking the right as well as the left. Under
cover of such “justice” the work of liquidating
the leaders of popular resistance goes on ruth-
cently
rs continue to be sacked from
—that is, handed over to
sons are filled to capacity
safeguard for the future, a new

Palace Colliery Dispute

An Example of Working Class Solidarity

A splendid cxaseple of working lass solid-

arity is boing givems in the Paleoc Colliory
strike This pil, as s mame suffcsls, s on
the Doke of Hamilton's grounds I'be men
hsve been o strike since Joowary Sth., and
bave omnly worked two shifts dnce the Now
Year holidays Fherr struggic bas been
very difficult because they heve reccived
enly moagre assistaser from other  pis
This is due t the fact thet they have
Bt 1 uj lurin of propagands Cheinunillee
to sislc thew caw o the public and 0 other
maners wn the distriot M they made saalh an
sppeal they would reocive many willing work
erd W thowo all Agcdber recasan lar the
small support s the interforonce of unieos off
chsls and woan managc e ol when Loncs
workors atfcingd collcat moncy ol the pu
gate:

Many mincrs ot other pits want 1o belp,

besat arc ',frll.nhd becsus ol
The old cry of “war cllort™ (hough wearing
thin, is very discouraging still in this rospest
There is also the throat of vigtimication w tuch
is still @ reality despite what the suthoritios
may say to the soatrary. Neoverthele S, BUp
port is rallying and this fight may beoome »
broad issue.

The strike beogan coal-cuting
machineman was seatl o other work ve aus-
other shift. A meweomicr 1o the pit had boen
put on his 5:‘) To thougiticss people this
might scem & wery Ljﬂlp‘( thing, ast worth
striking about But 1o mincrs whe are som

d by the cucomstoncea sarroundiog thei
to watch oot lor incidents like thisx onc,
there is 8 very decp principle involved. Fur
thermore, there is no telling when or whers
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the management would stop if they were
allowed to get away with things like this,
Oune other important issuc in this dispute
is the demand of the miners for the removal
of the manager and some of his lackeys.
Manager Davies is a rigid disciplinarian. His
doputics and firemen were in fear of him, and
M was not a very unfamiliar picec of news to
find in the psper that @ miner was charged
with strikiog ooc of this manager's subordin-
alcs debiniely bad fecling be-
Iwgen the men and bis underlings, simply be-
ol the way they
fvaded Lhe wecasivn he
Hucslencd the mon by saying thet b

Therec was
faust al hLis instructions—
men v On wene
nl:hh’
vould then bring in
e diswipline and thereby got bis re venge an
muscry whe were "giving bim trouble”’

L should be noicd bere thet such
W allairs cxisied st this wollisry that

the war was over as b

: slule
during
e dispudy cvew the volvn lesders thrcatencd
aitivn JETFOYT In v

sgminst Lhus slatenmicnl

bssued fres Micers' bosdguericrs they suid
that they demanded hiv dissnissal But ihey
did nothing sbowt M, snd b B remasing
The men are pow tubing wlive ot last los
themsglves, and ar determined v displuce
b mare power 1o their wrm

I'he pew spepors earclully relrein lrviu mes
Useang awytbang abowt tlu XA i o uignl
themselves with spying that there are il
sues ovalved besides the one coociruing tl
marlund o’ Df ocvwrse, 1th BOW Spaps
apnel by eapedted to sa)y suything vo behall
of the men It is well hoewn that they gl y
on one side ouly Fheir part 0 reporting
this strike is s truly dispicable v Yooy
keep stniwtly to the lLiae of sabotegiug the
miners’ caw Yesterday, Sundsy, Januwary
281k, they reported that the men were de
ciding 10 go back to werk Thas s sn uld

trick—there is not the slightest cvidonee that
their report is true. The Hamiltos Advertises
stated thet & majority of the brench commitice

recommended 8 roturn to work. But they
falled 1o gain anything from this low
maneuvre, In Janpary 28th, at a meeting

the “Palace” miners voted solidly to contioue
the strike. And they are still on strike.

J. CARRACHER,

" Citrine Sits on the Fence

law has been introduced providing for the inves-
tigation of the past history of every Greek
officer. This will ensure that only dichard
reactionaries get into the officer class, that the
army will be a thoroughly reliable weapon for
the Greek ruling class.

But the collaborator trials show that the
government is having to take some stock of
public feeling. An even more favourable sign
is that none of the ELAS men sentenced to
death (in the teeth of the amnesty) has yet been
executed.

' JAILED FOR
| SOLIDARITY |

A soldier recently was sentenced to 16
months detention for being absent without
leave for . . . only 30 days. There must be
| a reason for so savage a sentence, but it is
| not that the victim had behaved in a
specially despicable manner. On the con-
trary he had acted in accordance with high
ethical principles; but they were working
class principles, and as such received the
venom of the ruling class.

The soldier, Private A. Lambert, a middle-
aged man of 44, who doubtless remembered
the General Strike of seventeen years ago,
had taken part in the recent Manchester
Gas Strike—for which some of his comrades
were fined, and then gaoled for refusing to
pay up. He was absent without leave from
November 18th to December 18th of last
year, and told the court martial that his
conscience would not allow him to help
break a strike in the Cardiff Dockyard last
November. Rather than do anything against
his fellow workers in the docks he went to
stay with friends until the strike was over.

The court must have realized that a spirit
of solidarity like that, and a refusal to
break the working class code of ethics, if
allowed to spread, would constitute a
deadly blow to the upholders of class in-
justice. How bitterly they felt about it is
reflected in the vindictive sentence of six- \
teen months detention. But honest men and
workers will feel their hearts warmed by
Lambert's spirited action.

HE much heralded meeting be-
tween Churchill, Roosevelt and
Stalin is not taking place under very
auspicious circumstances. The mili-
tary victories in the West, in the East
and in the Pacific put the Allied
Powers, it is true, in a stronger posi-
tion than ever before but the problems
created by the process of “liberation”
and the prospects of peace are likely
to cast a shadow on the victories.
The people, will, of course, be left
guessing as to the nature of the discus-

sions and the decisions reaehe_d
by the Big Three during their
conference.

Even if we are not told what is
going on at the conference we can
nevertheless have a good guess. The
fact that no smaller nation has been
invited clearly indicates that they will
have to accept the decisions of the Big
Three, whether they like it or not.
Many small nations will not, of course
accept this without putting up a fight
for what they consider their rights
and one can foresee endless conflicts.
Already General de Gaulle, who feels
sore at not having been invited to the
conference, has declared: **We have
let our Allies know that France will
not regard itself as bound by any
arrangement which she has not dis-
cussed and approved on equal terms
with the other Powers”.

The growing power of Russia can-
not be regarded as exerting a progres-
sive influence and as she is the strong-
est power as far as Europe is con-
cerned one is forced to watch her
policy with particular care and
anxiety. Up to now the Union of
Socialist Republics has been carrying
on a policy of territorial annexations
together with the setting up of right
wing quisling governments in those
countries which she has been unable
to annex. The case of Poland does
not need to be mentioned again. In

Hungary, Bulgaria and Rumania,
Right wing elements are given full
support while genuine working class
movements are suppressed.

Czechoslovakia is the latest country
to have been told, in no uncertain
terms, that she must toe the line or
else lose some of her territory. The
Ukrainian Government at Kiev had
carried out some agitation for the an-
nexation of Sub-Carpathian Ruthenia
which had apparently “demanded” to
be incorporated in the U.S.S.R. As
one knows the autonomous republics
of the Soviet Union have now the right
to carry on an independent foreign
policy. When the alarmed Dr. Benes
approached Moscow on this matter
the Soviet Government denied any
responsibility for the demands put
forward by the Kiev Government and
declared that it felt itself bound to its
pledge to restore Czechoslovakia to
her pre-Munich frontiers. The Ob-
server furthermore reported that “The
Russian Government is believed to
have assured President Benes that the
campaign will be stopped immedia-
tely.”

This incident is interesting because
it shows that the autonomous republics
can be used to put forward claims
which the Soviet Government cannot
decently sponsor. Their independ-
ence is a myth since a ecall to order
from Moscow is sufficient to make
them alter their policy.

It is probable that the Kiev demands
were put forward to blackmail the
Czech Government into accepting the
Russian controlled Lublin committee.
A few days after an assurance had
been given to Dr. Benes that no Czech
territory would be touched it was an-
nounced that the Czechoslovak Gov-
ernment would recognise the Lublin
Provisional Government of Poland.

Through force and intrigue Russia

\

S'I‘:\I,I,\":; government and its stooges at Lub-
lin are already trying to besmirch the rising
in September in Warsaw by means of “new in-
vestigations”. No new investigation however
will alter the fact that Moscow urged the neces-
sity of the rising right up o August, promised
aid, and then diverted the Red Army’s advance
to Warsaw, sent no useful arms and even denied
landing grounds for British and American sup-
ply planes. They dubbed the rising “‘criminal”.
Now they are on a new tack. General Bor,
says Moscow, is being well treated by the Ger-
mans, lives comfortably. This proves—accord-
ing to these scribes—that Bor was a Hitler agent,
We do not know what Bor's }‘Uh!lu are. But
we do know that the Stalinists are using a filthy
device here. Do not they treat Von Seydlitz
and Von Paulus well—however much they re-
viled them in the past? Did not General Mont-
gomery breakfast with Von Thoma, the butcher
of Guernicar?

A young Polish officer, Lt, Jan Novak, who
18 said to have conveyed the signal for the rising
from London 1o Warsaw, has told the other side
of the story In th s Chronicle (27/1/43).
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The News Chronicle report continues: "Lt

Novak said they had beard Russian wircless

messages asking the Poles to rise, and stated that
a Russian Intelligence officer, Capt. Kalugan, of
the Czerny Group, was in Warsaw in contact
with General Bor. On August 5th, this Russian
officer sent a wireless message for transmission,
through London, to Moscow. The message—
the text of which he gave—asked for automatic
guns, arms, ammunition, grenades and anti-tank
weapons, and added: “The heroic population of
Warsaw trust that in a few hours’ time you will
give them armed support. Help me to get in
touch with Gen. Rokossovsky.’

“This telegram reached Gen. Sonkowski on
August 6th, and was handed to Gen. Sir Alan
Brooke, from who Gen. Bor learned, on August
9th, Lt. Novak said there was no reply, although
Kalugan remained in Warsaw for six weeks.

ore aboul the Warsaw Rising

Eye Witness Account

‘After a while,” he added, ‘we began to lose
hope’.” Lt. Novak continued his narrative:
“We heard nothing from the Russians until
September 10th, when their fighters came
over, and at night their bombers dropped
supplies. But the ammunition they gave us
was of no use, because it was Russian, and
we were using German weapons. The sup-
plies which we received from Allied aircraft
from Italy fell for the most part into German
hands.
“Six times the Germans called on us to
surrender. On September 30th Gen. Bor sent
a telegram to Gen. Rokossovsky saving that
our situation was hopeless and that he could
hold out only another 24 hours. But there
was no answer.”

Bevin Boys Line Up!

A considerable period has now elapsed
since the beginning of the so-called ‘Bevin
boys™ scheme, heralded by the yellow press
as the one and only solution to the ills which
beset the mining industry, So it is perhaps
appropriate to review the situation from the
point of view of the Bevin boys themselves,

Lately, Fleet Street in general and the
News Chronicle in particular, remembering
that most of their readers (luckily for
them ) have short memories, have been dis-
covering that like their brothers in other in-
dustri many of the Bevin
boys are not at all patriotic, and that some

well. some are downright rebellious! At
Durham, for instance, fifty Bevin boys have

only more so

disappeared’, while 1,100 summonses are
o be issued against those who have dared
l tu ke like Parliament, only they took a

ten days off at Christmas. We can
magine how busy the Labour Exchange
bureaucrats must be, particularly the gallant
Major’ who seems to be a well known (and
well hated) figure at most Bevin boy estab-
lishments |

Worse even than their general unkindness
towards Capital on the part of the Bevin
boys is the fact that their arrival at certain
collieries has destroyed the ‘one big happy
family’ fecling which, the capitalist press
would have us believe, hitherto existed be-

month

tween masters and slaves. Division of
Labour! Anarchists, however, should thank
Gauleiter Ernest for the one piece of good
he has ever done, albeit unintentionally!
His slavish scheme has made thousands of
youths reach several important conclusions
—reached by the hard way of personal ex-
perience—conclusions concerning conditions
of which they had previously heard the
vaguest rumour only.

Firstly, the Bevin boys are beginning to
realize that they are living under a system
akin to that in Germany and that England.
the “land of the free” is rapidly becoming
a policeman’s paradise. The difference be-
tween Britsh and German Fascism being
that over here they sugar the pill a litte
more with the aid of ‘socialists’ and ‘com-
munists’,

Secondly, that the miners far from being
cowards and rotters as the Bourgeois press
would have people believe, are brave work-
ers and good comrades.

Thirdly, and most important of all, it has
led many of them to consider means for
changing the present system and of elaborat-
ing new methods of struggle against it. As
a result, Bevin will yet have cause to regret
adopting the scheme, if he does not do so
already.

Vivian Birp,
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'HE capitalist press has given great
prominence to the “Cleft Chin" mur-

der trial, whose outcome was the death sen-
tence for two young people, an 18-year-old
girl and an American soldier of 22.

This
brutal murder was the result of an associn-
tion between two people whose youth had
already endured sordid and demoralizing
ions in their home lives. Society’s

Background t(o Big
Meeting (it from p. 1)

seems to have :ncu-.eded up 1o now in
having her own way in all the coun-

surrounding her.
In countries which are stronger and
Afurther away Russia its influence
ﬁk in a more subtle way.

“solution” is even more degenerate.

Betty Jones' childhood was entircly drab,
amid-usemployment in South Wales, She won
a scholarship, but as her father was on the dole
she could not take it up, and it was wilbdn\m.
When she was 13 a man was with a
sexual offence against her. He was mumzd.
but anyone acquainted with the sordid way in
which the law treats such offences can imagine
what an effect the proceedings would have on a
young and intelligent girl. Later she was sent
to an approved school, where the rigid discipline
and dreary routine added snothe: pter of
disappointment and depression to this young life.

Married at 16 (it is md, in order to escape
school) the
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Little Known Engl

ish Anarchists

ANARCHISM in England has many distin-
guithed forerunners—men like Godui, Shelley,
Robert Owen and others. But 1 leave 10 more
competent hands the task of the history
of this aspect of the Anarchitt muwmm! and
propose instead to place on record the lives of
some of the lesser known pioneers of our move-

OF those of proletarian origin, Dan Chatter-
ton s o He attracted more attention
than others of his time, af least ay fur @
tion in contemporary books goer. Bui he was
wery well known, not only in Hyde Park, but
also at oll meetings of the advanced sections of
the social movement, where he ol jom,
the Commonweal, but especially pushing the
Saieofs e o TRl praducaion” Chaticnon's
Atheistic Communistic Scorcher, of which the
Briish Miuscum povssses o full st,  He unualy
created oth a sensation and conriderable amuse-
ment by rapidly announcing g

FREEDOM  PRESS  LECTURES

of de
wu!edb!!thm:menln‘le
| Liberation (M.L.N. An article in
their paper m-nb-l (zht Jan.) at-
mma&m:mmm
Communist’s.

SUNDAY MEETINGS
at 845 pm.
to bo held at the
HOLBORN

Grays
(Bosss 36, 19; Troley 855, 581, 613, 621,
Tdbo: Helborn, ct.m.ryu 1
11th Feb. \very
THE SOCIAL FUNCTIONS OF ART
18th February
THE MINERS' FlGHT
25th February Ernest Silverman
ENGLISH JUSTICE

api half-sts
, parish-damned bk cf ekl

Py ‘kingdom”]
The paper appoarad in pemphlet form o when.
ever ht wa able 1o issue it in of

1he sl of Muerature in the
1 i ek, ar to. 26l vl
audience than it is mow. Dan's lanpuage was
iways vigorous and ke never failed to draw a
e
Through the Scorcher ran his “Autobiography
of Old Char” which is a history of the struggles
of his time, the scenes he witnessed, and his
frequent challenses 1o Bishops and pricits 1o
debate swith him. These las ostly pre-
e by an “Open Letier mmug “why they
should wieer him in debate, and he ains

$25 865, e they. pocaioed the challonge, i
1 think that he had no success in drawing them
into battle!

Beatrice Webb (Lady Passfield), il P
My Apprenticeship searer thar =
rent-collecting. under Mrs, Octovta Hill m the
Drury Lane districi, Chatierton was one of her
She saxs he war reputed 1o have col
lected his type from prinsers’ duse-bins, and do
set it up on his kischen table. His wife them
sat on the f o get an impression.

 /

for ha hud no machine!

renants

Richard Whiteing, in his_once fumor novel
No, § John Street, makes Chatterton hiv
leading Alnl’(&(l{" under the name of “Old "48”,
and says of his paper, “The journal, if 1 may be
pardoned the digression, has mo circulation; yet
it supports "48, av he suppores it. It is bought
as a curiosity at public meetings, and usually by
persons who have in view an inexpensive dona-
tion to the British Muscum. Many who pur-
chase it make the transaction an excute for offer-
ing the proprictor an alms. It haw every note
of_singularity. It is prinied T fese otk
texture commonly wsed for posters, and of the
hue of anaemic blood. Itz orthography is that
of the firt standard; s syntex aspires 1o, the
perfect freedom of the Anarchical ids
set up from a composite fount suggest
clearance of a jobbing printers dutbin, and
containing so undue a proportion of capitals that
they somatimes have to ake service out of 1
tarn at the end of & mord. It might appear to
have a large staff, for mo two of ifs arsicles are
by the samie name. “Brutus” writes the
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videred crude. When the press happess 1o be
in @ good humour, he obtaing o sopy by the
ardingry method. When 4 does wat, he b still
at wo lows; for ha lays the farmer on the e
and promts esch sheer by presure of the havd
Barlier difficulties of this sort were mee by the
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co-operation of hiv wife, mow decessed. This
devoted woman 13t on (he formes, and obiained
the devired reywlts by the tmpact of & mans of
corpuley estimated at fourteen yiane, Har desth
it sad 10 have been accelevared by o weddon
demand for an entwe lluwu of & hundved and
seventy copier de u Hyde Park.
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the extreme sharpness of the impreision.
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Awarchist

John Henry Mackay, the German
wel of

oet, wrote a remarkable ,-,.-N‘.umu
llu London tocialist m: the "80'

e Anarchists, in which prif ot gond
pu-puuu of “Old Char”. It pays tribute 10

his bravery and zeal for the cause, Chatterion,
always of the poor, always for the povw,
2nd he mever ihirked the fighi, Originsly wnd

stromg in character, ha fought all his hfe for kv
class. lr dividualistic . temperament, he b
hieved it was only in Co
coutd find liberty. A mutisans arheist
100 logical te veject a_government in the &
and accept one on earth. Hr fought the pobiti-
as he fought the priest, for, ar ke often Said,
They are twin vultures hatched from the same

rotten egg.”
MAT KAVANAGH.

organisation of a
whole of the population is mobilised and the count
a hundred per cent. war economy.
we can only declare
me pacifists. In fact, one of the
pacifists is because their

t majority of pacists have

' army which
‘officers and will be essentially the
‘When

lywv.henmeuuu,ﬂnu
force it will no Jonger be a
beupthlzulmuvdnmxgth:

ANARCHISM AND PACIFISM

chists are opposed to all wars, the senseless massacre
vapletely inconsistent with our liberaran
lly so when torday it becomes
peoplcs regardies of ther support or rcsponslbll.ny
modern war means

To such a state of affairs
our opposition, but this does not lad us
reasons why we oppose
position is in effect 1o support the
Jog us they are ot imtolved in . The mﬁp

{ vidlknee, the. third
e

,EFENCE OF THE

support both the British mpnalm\ and the
¢ by negotiation’

have 1o reject the pacifist

in the_secial sysiem.
will be organ-

come 1o €x-

aid the counter revolution.

tal  war
fore, in order fo put an en:
end to the State machiner
by its very nature. nl
of pacifism have any reality

that the
0es onto

we can only think
destroys the capil

property
workers' control.
change-over in soci

that the capiulists
ing dep

y that does not

choice is clear.

say that

forces at the

thae amy, ch “warkers”

tion cannot be fought alor

There is & minority of revolutionary pac

by non-violent methods, but the fact is that re
something which can be planned and
it arises. {rom the dcep anger and discontent of the workers
nw only thing that we can do in building our movement is to

brepared to turn a revolutionary situation into a real social
mmlnuvn To refuse to act on the side of the workers is o

AGAINST MILITARISM

We agree with the pacifists in wanting a world in which
war and violence are abolished, but we recognise that the State
itself is based on violence. The power of any government finally
depends on the brute force of the police
and their ability.to enforce the will of the government.
nd to v

ence we must alio put a0 o itk
Capitalist society brecds violenc Hghiy Siecp

n an anarchist socicty would the ideas

enough. Anarchists are just as

uch opposed (0 the class socety which produces the Suaiey and
ink of the social revolut

list system and

To oppose the State is not

is held in commen and indu;

will defend it

workers, but we also realise our duty to cxpos
against thowe Who would erect u new kind of tyranny, whi
pretending to be friends of the rev

the workers will nced 1o be organised into

a highly (hsur\llx\ml and central
sal of the ca
army’

armies in the capitalist manncr,
be part of . whole campaign _direct
whole, organisation of the actual fighting would aise from
the inidlative of Workers themselvess from the factories, mines,

s, and 50 we
policy

the workers

or military authorities, sl
There-

hing whic

N By's ackety iy

is operated under
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the ill-arm:
intern,
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1o/ fight
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harm is done.
We realise our duty to defend the guing m.m; by the

st

tion. ‘The mili

army, in order to defeal
liat State, . But we recognize
would only make it possible
he yocil revolu-

{hips, land and workshops

sed on principles of voluntary
movement in Mesico in 1920 was + beld tageiher by the volunary
co-operation of workers and pea
forces out of the libera
ments were based largely on the peasants, the
tion of 1936 took place in an industrialiscd country
who started the resisance o Franco,
government spent its time talking. With o large anarcho-
syndicalist influence the workers took over and ran industry and
on collective lines.
workers' militia on lines of equality and freedom with no officer
me an “army in overalls.”
lined, the anarchist slogan

fought very well just because

10 fight for. Naturally

in a capitalist conscript army w

mercly as cannon-fodder, but in Spain it was an association of
lutonarics, consequently frecdor—or

hut when the Popular orga
Secd arisy it 7y Grble (9 BUCcEe
tion of llectives and smashin up

ach
of the workers, who

We can see that the lesson

s
bent, but when violence is united to State power, then

t is not by fighting alone be
fendeds what isequally. .mymru‘:l.:h}.,m"‘mw X
the social revolution into the camp of the enems. b
of the armed workers must be supported by the W
countries, who must first of all see
measures are taken by other govern:
and nctive intervention against the s
10 the reactionaries, Sccondly th

REVOLUTION

those who made the revelurion would

S who would go
T e " Do IR
Their auitude is fo advocate revolution in 1920 and of Durrots in S of Zapata in Mexico
olution is not
mappéd out in advance, In the Uknine in 1917 a p
faced the Whites and drove out «
armies from the South of Russia. The movement started a
small band of guerrilias and swelled ino an insurgent force

co-operation.  Similarly the
nts keeping the Governmental

i regions.  Althocgh i T

At the same time they created

The militia was not
was “We must organise
they must organie on free lines. Bt they

that they had something
o ool T e it
the rank and file are treated

“indisci~

disintegration of the Workers' Militia in Spain was not
due 1o their method of organisation, but was
building up of a militarised army by the Popular Froniat ad
Stalinists which was u
ments of the workers
Spanish, Anarcho-syndicalsts who recsived very lite help from
the workers ul other countries. When the:

y to the

sed to destroy the revolutionary achieve-
Added to this was the isolation of the

were “indisciplined”
nd peorly Lqulpy\d Spanish workers fought
o in wpite of internal d

e |‘ |p-ulnl (llc
< revolution can ol
cping the means of defence o
Expericnce shows that the wae of violence in

the record of the Anarchist

Qrry the eff

between two 1o other countries so th re
chusl eting can only isolated. We cannot support the
gainst capitalism 15 a country, that is the road to failur Il
and for our revolution to be successful must be internationa
MAX VALE.
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“re- , what was prai thy
W‘s character, was that he ro-
dn S rom commenting on Roman rule and on

vishness and cowardice of the Roman

!‘?:‘m some twenty-three centuries later, the

Democratic Nations™ fling the Taw l?\r
the sword in the face of the oppressed people
under Nap rale, in the shape of “unconditional

V. And because the suffering people
<amnot pay in gold and cash, they are threatened
with deportation 1 England, America or Russia,
where they will serve as labour slaves, and work
a3 “wolunteer co-operators” for the “generous”
‘wﬂgc of seven shillings a week, or no Wage at

[

Uthesqamlhereﬂmu:%g:ndaimsof(hc

N mde:;’ Q‘—a:ed it would
Ippaal o—how <N Can we rptisod
that the G are stubb N o

territory and fghtng to the death rather than

Submit to mass deportations? If the fate of the

Gﬂ'm\lnp:qpk‘\s likely to be that of slaves

5Bt e by Should et o sl
s = t N fer to

and dic at home.

“WARNING” AGAINST
POLITICAL ACTIVITIES
BUT NOT FOR GENERAL
SCOBIE !

Mr. Priz asked the Secretary of State for
"War whether he is aware that A.C.I. No. 1527,
of 1944, which asserts that it iy an offence

Himmler's Fourth Front

L(:ts"::gffw(ﬁ:r:;}n s M i
danquet at the Savoy "!{(\i:\: .him;ur hora
Be 2 couple of 1 abourite ‘:l-ad‘:r~?‘ ;Aprw:.(;-fh h:

reedwood and Mr. Tamee Woor u
that “the (‘y:rr:‘*.:,\n{“lr{:wg‘?x\:lhv X:M e
Xnow how to obey™. The G:rmnn\‘l";mm)-’
st ': h\.m ver, did not himself appear to have
much faith in such racial virtucs, and hastened
10 suggest the intervention of the Britannic
mailed fist, adding: “You should know how to
command”. ; |

Not even Himmler, the chief of the Gestapo,
believes in the servility of the German people.
It has been said that some years before the war
he made the following statement: “In the cvent
of war, we shall have a land front, a sca fromt
and sn air front; we shall have also a fourth
front, that of Germany herself, a0d zkis insernal
theatre of war will be the decisive oné”.

In order to hold down the comscripted people
in the army as well as in the industrial field,
Himmier has st his disposa! an army of some
4,000,000 gangsters (S.S., Gestapo, etc.), 10 cope
with any rcbeflion. Himmler knows that the

ly serious and permanent danger to all totah-
tarian régimes comes from the masses’ natural
aspiration towards freedom, and not from the

lots of disssu k itici

|
i2
s Bl

d by faminc,
4% The case with the workers of Athens, who
{ier liberaung themselves from the yoke of the
.\m_m\ demanded to-comtrol their own destiny.

To return 10 the German warkers, it would
be impossible 1o reproduce all the insults hurked
against them by the self-styled labour “leaders™
in order to justify the fat salaties which the
bourgeoisic and the unthinking masses allow
them.  This venomous propag is meant 0
side-track the class struggle into racial and naz-
ional antagonisms, and thus svert the danger
of a social lution and save capitalism and
the Britsh Empire.

The state of corruption of the Labour move-
ment is best shown by ing the capitalist
pmsmlhchslmnuﬂ'l‘ndcs Joion Congress.

One beadline taken at_ random (Daily Skerch)

reads: “All ys TU.C”
the Labour <

wholc German y-for

people responsid) il
this war—as well as for the 1914-18 ope. But
{comtinned om 2. 3)

The Indian Goversment has been making
the headlines in the fimancisl colamos re-
cently. Apparents it is making an offer ©
buy 117 miles of railway owned by the
Assam Railways and Trading Co, the
price that is mentioned is £1,770,000

The news that this sale might come off
has produced considerable activity amongst
the business sharks. Just before the war
the price of a unit of the “A” stock was
£14, to-day the same unit is priced at £106.
And the “B™ stock, which will only be paid
ot after the “A” is satisfied, has made cven
more starthing gains. In 1942 it was priced
at £5, to~day it stands at £66, this includes
2 uebling in valie during the last six
months,

Indians

ety g00d business, axpocially 30 secing
the biokes who will by 1t pro-
3 ussfal day's work

e Indian wark-
and roi] the Indian
Qr W rEpsachon
about o=
Indian Famine was

Geovernment will pay
A lot of mmportant
ditiens during last v
probably suppressed,

s hungry that the only way they <am ol
is o join the army. But sull, what arc 2
millien Indians smrved to death comparad
with the profirs of = couple of hundrod
shareholders? Carry on. Business as Usaal!

THE PRICE THE MINERS PAY

War Commecatary has always attacked thc
vilcncss of the capitalist press and their proga-
ganda against the coml mincrs as “slackers™.
Anarchists arc not like thosc comiortable com-

wh b

plots o P

The example set by Italy suffices 1o show that
- & totalitarian régime can be overthrown only by
the popular will and not by plots or palace
revolts.  Plots can be dealt with: by M

their clul arm-
hai laud the of mca into a
dang and underpaid industry. The

struggle to live a full and developed Life under
the deadening conditions of wage slavery is
somcthing which we kmow too wcll. The
i nd of the

and Swlin, as well as by Hider and Himmler.
It is well known that the Nazis arc carcfully
ing for the ination as of

= T-to-d:
whosc prosperity and culture is founded om
the misery and frustration of thousands of

large secuons of the German people as well as
of conguered peoples and of war priseners, in
readiness for the day when they will abandon
the occupied territories.

Tt is obvious that when the Nazis will finally
be reduced to their own national territory, they
will use these hostages to barter for ther own
N

their names to be lished f

PUTPOSSS Or 10 sign public petitions, drculars
and appeals desling with political matters, has
no justification in law; and whether he will have
gi: misrepresentation of the legal position with-

Wa.

Sir §. Grigg: The A.C.I. referred to does not
make the assertion mentioned in the first part of
the hon. and learned Member's ion. It
Says in effect that an officer or soldier who per-
wmits his name or opinion on 3 Service matter to
be published for political purposes or adds, or
allows his pame to be handed to a public peti-
ton, circular or appeal dealing with political
matters, may be held 10 have contravened the
Ring's Regulations. The question whether in
3 particular instance there has been 3 contra-
vention of those Reguladons is one for deter-

DN By S ded S

agsiost Ning’s Regulations for all ranks to per-
it for palitical

by the D military -

The second part of the Question, therefore does
ROT awisS.

Myr. Priz: Does not the right hon. Gentle-

es in Greece? =
= lansard, 16/1/45.

S d they will be all the more ferocious
and merciless when the German people, the
fourth front, the last entreachment of the Nazis,
will fise in revolt against their oppressors.

The Call of the *“Liberators”

For years the “liberators” have been ‘calling
upon the people under Nazi rule 10 revolt. Ia-
deed, the call is but 2 matter of routine, and
when they do revolt, they are bombed from the
air, as was the case with the workers of Milan,
Turin an who were demonstrating
against Badoghio, demanding peace; or they are

1

is onc of thc most repellent aspects
of the social injustice of to-day which we scck
to replace with a free socicty of cquality and
comradeship.

An article in Picture Post (27/1/45) may
pechaps bring homo to supporters of the “law
and order™ of capitalism some of its coasc-
qucnces for those whom the nced for wages,
and now the thrcat of Ministry of Labour
Dircction Orders as well, drives into the
mincs.

The Pictare Post article tells how the cleven
mincrs who made up the Glyancath Football
tcam for 1929-1930 have subscquently farcd.
Onc man is dcad (of pncumonia at the age of
23), threc arc hopclessly injurced, and the
remaining scven arc totally or partially inca-
pacitated by silicosis. Fiftcen years ago they
were all healthy athletic men: now not onc
of them is able to carn a full wage. And all

of them owe ther prosent dinshility and
brokca hea'th to damgers which are comman-
place in the minos, and which could be practi-
cally climinated i the conditions of coal
mining wore not dotermnincd by the aceds wi
property and profit.

Three of the mon arc njurcd by falls of the
roof; two with imjurics to the spins, zad anc
with a uscless arm.

Soven have fallen victim to sificods—""stanc
ung™ as it is grucsomcly called—a discase
caused by tho inhalstion of finc patticles af
stonc dust into the luags. It is mostly fouad
in anthracite mincs, but also aficcts workers
in certain types of quarry, some wark im
poticry, and most rapidly fatal af all, sand-
blasters and stecl grinders. {la .\'hc@:ld the
discasc is kmown as “grinders’ discanc™ ).
The father of two brothors ia the foathall
tcam dicd of sificosis at the age of 46 . . «

Though sificoxis has loag becn recognizcd
as an industrial discase, suficrers used to have
the greatest difficulty in gotting cortificd. and
so gctting compensation. The position bc._.-um;
finally ble and the Go matis
tutcd & Coal Mining Industry (P

that the South Walcs Coulficid loscs 2.000
men a year and will coutioes o do s usloas
greater proventive mcusuros src tukes guickly.

What bhappens to those wha are disabled or
discascd by mining? Ficture Post ssys:
“Campeasstion for disshlomcnt is guits ie-

adeguate. Ia the casc of toted dasblomont
duc 1o accidont ar industrial discasc, advances
wre wads aa a basio yatc ol 39/- ewp w 55/

jor the Brst 13 wocks ul incapacity, sad 65 -
A widow rcccives E40D, wr 700

“In the casc of partial incapacity, the raic
is huscd on bali e diffcrenc
mincr's caraings bofare the accidont oy illacws,
and what be is carming, or could thoorcticelly
carn, ia fight cmploymont on the suriscs, or
smside the colficry, Thus, d a mince'’s
former wage was £3, and B wagc on the sow
job 4, W campcasstion would be 10]~
Supplcmcmary sllowanscs would ealy 2dd a
shilling o7 twa.™

Thas, in overy casc, the victim has aot
aaly to beay the misiorntuac of partial or tetal
disablcmcnt, bul sbo has o fase a lower
weokly mcome. lastcad of boing compzasated

sis) Compensation Scheme which came into
forcc in July 1st. 1943. Evcm this b far
from satisfactory. During the first ycar of
the scheme, the Silicosis Mcdical Board re-
ccived 4,762 applications for certification. O
these 1,328 were certificd, 1,138 refascd, aad
2,235 rcmain undecided still. It is calcalated

ias 4 c. b has & subbcd im by =
lowsred staadszd of Oving. Picturc Post gocs
on to poaint out: “Compcasation is nol, ia
fact, fos the imjury os illacss at all, bor amdy
for the loss of wages bocamse of . Oug man
in this arca loal o arm o the pit, bt bocsuss
he could still do his fermor job, ho roccived
nothiag at afl™
Picture Past descrves thanks for publishing
this article, which will have oponcd the cyes
of many to the conditions which mincrs face
dally throughout thoir workiag lives. Nor
docs the writcz omit to speak of the camrade-
abip and lidasi of the au of
thoss with spinal iajurics in this foothall tcam
woald have cawcaped vaburmcd il he bad aot
rushed 1o save w boy from a roef fell. This
Tepirit finds cxpromion aol caly in shariag the
dangcrs of the work, bt abo ia standing
solidly togcibor agelest the State aad hc
coalowncrs in strike action, and in caves of
victimizatioa. The fatc of this tcam cxplains
why "somc of these mon have loaracd to hatc
cverythiag sbout winiag, and swcar thet their
childrcn shall acver go uadord .  Beouter
they should take their chance wah the rost of
the world in the uamiversal hazards of peace
and war.”™

THE END OF A POLICE
CHIEF

Angelo Chiappe;, the former police prefect,
who was sentenced to death on December 23 on
a charge of intelligence with the enemy, was shot
3t § a.m. to-day in the courtyard of the Central

i at Names. He was the brother of the
Jate Paris prefect, Jean Chiappe, who died in a
plane crash in 1942 while retamning to his post
3¢ Beirut as High Commissioner under Vichy.

Manchester Guardian, 25/1/45.

THE PRICE OF LIBERATION
IN FRANCE

France is to-day ncarer to starvation level
than at any momecnt during the whole war.
This ncar-famine was not what Frenchmen
cxpected of Liberation. Coming in the sixth
month after the Allied arrival, it suggests a
grave lack of Anglo-Amcrican foresight.

Though French rations arc, officially, much
what they were under the Germaans, they arc
much lcss often obtainsble. In no reccat
weck has an adult in Paris been surc of his
four-and-a-hali ounces of sugar or his two
ounces of fat. The daily average of calorics

sablc on the open market, which was
1,722 in October, had fallen to 1,418 im
Dcoccmber.  The January figurc will be lower.

The very old and the very young sufier
most. At Nanterre, in the famous home for
the aged, there were 3,500 inmates a year
ago, there are mow ouly just over 2,000. The
inadequatc fat ration has been a  death
scatence. =

Two English visitors who called at a Paris
créche in January found that 17 babics had
dicd of cold that moraing.

The Observer, 4/2/45.
In other words the French people are econo-
mically worse off than they were under Ger-
man rule. What explanation does Churchill
offer for that? He can’t blame ELAS this
ume.

are very
sorry to have
to inform our
readers in Eirc
and other ncu-
tral  countries
that the copics
of War Com-

CENSOR AT WORK J\GAIN

WHAT'S THE FUSS ABOUT?

“The idea of meeting Communist leaders at 2
conference is mMOS! repugnant &yeén 10 men as
broadminded as the Regen =

This is an extract from a 3
Leeper, Briish Ambassador in Athe
Eden, and printed in a White Paper issued last

2ich Daily Mirzor, 1/2/35.

This is a very tactless remark on the part
of the British Ambassador. Surely if
Churchill and Roosevelt can meet the great-
ost Communist leader, Comrade Stalin,
without feeling any repugnance the Regent
of Greece should not be 50 fussy.

s

MORE STRIKES AND
UNEMPLOYMENT

Jast over twice as many working days were
lost through industrial disputcs last year as
in 1943.

The number of disputes involving stoppag
of work was 2,185, comparcd wih 1,785
the previous year. - The number of work
involved was 830,000 agaiast 560,000 in
1943. Working days lost last year totalled
3,700,000, against 1,800,000 ian 1943.

The coal industry accounted for more than
half the stoppages and for two-thirds of the
number of days lost.

ctober saw a rise in the number of unem-
ployed—93,300 compared with 86,500 in
October, 1943. News Chranicle; 1/2/45-

ALL IS WELL IN AUSTRALIA
D

loi

Throu

the

eSS

IN BELGIUM

All the intense poliical actvity here takes
place against 2 gnm backgronnd. The food
position, allied with a fuel shortage of appalling
magnitude, has now produced a crisis situaty
Even the slender bread ration has been practi-
<ally distributed, and the complete cutting off
of clectricity and gas during the day is adding
o the hardships of the Brussels population.

. In starding contrast has been the revival in
LS grossest and most indecent form of the black
market. Well-known black market restaurants
are open with eggs, chicken, rabbit, and coffee

alable. M 1 the civilian hospitals com-
plain of totally inadequate supplies.

The black market touts carry on th
ness openly.  For cosl the
price » about 10,000 francs per ton.

On Monday and Tuesday, in the biting
weather, the plight of families in the working-
class districts, under-nourished as they are and
entirely without fuel, was pathetic. Fortunately
Wednesday brought the thaw, and a welcome
rise in the temperature has continued. Never-
thless, it is impossible to overrate the seriousness
of the present position.

eir busi-
current black market

The Observer, 4/2/45.

WHERE THE MONEY GOES
Trade Unions are  expected to  provide
£120,000 of the Socialist Party’s fighting fund
for the General Election. To the current in-
come of Transport House they contribute £8 for
every £1 contributed by Socialist political organ-
isations. How many Parliamentary seats will
be alloted them im reward for these lavish
donations?
Evening Standard, 2/2/45.
While money subscribed by Trade Unionists
is used in the parliamentary racket strikers
are refused strike subsidy by their unions.

RIOTS IN ITALY

More riots have broken out in Italy—this
time in Grafignana, near Rome. Hundreds of
people demonstrated outside the town hall, pro-
testing against the zppointment of the mayor,
says a message from Rome.

The carabinieri were called out and fired on
the crowd. Six people were wounded.

Bombs_ were thrown on Saturday in Naples
and Caghari. One policeman was killed.

Nezzs Chronicle, 23/1/%5.

RUSSIAN ARITH METIC
The Russians. must:realise that we are not all
schaolchildren in: the. West. -If we are at times
sceptical .of Russian. figures and reports it is
not necessarily. due to ill-will but to the some-
what extravagant canception of numerical accn-
racy in Soviet military reports. For example;
if one adds up Russia’s official figures of Ger-
man losses they reach the staggering total of
more than nine million Klled and taken prisoner
and about 20 million wounded. Our only de-
fence against such inflation s constant sceptic-
ism. Moscow might note that.
Tribune, 2/2/35.

ITALIAN ARMISTICE

The Talian Government has informed the
Allies that Iraly can no longer comply with the
financial provisionsof the armistice. The armi
tce terms. have not yet been published, but it is
understood that JTwaly was to bear the cost of
the occupation by the Allied armies. When the
terms were. drawn up, however, it was not fore-
seen that 3 Jong and exhanstng war would be
fought on Italizn soil, and it is not surprising
that the Talian Government is now. asking for
credits to enable it to carry op. The rruth is

_ that the situation in Iualy is very bad.

Manchester Guardian, 2/2/45.

MOSCOW RIGHT WING
ALLIES

Very late in the day
ng Pales are

~— o8 some 1
B sharply realising
% miszKe (of thinking
}"eA that Poland could be
independent). This has

the most outspoken so
nd radical reconciliation
plea is addressed primarily

Another instance of the swing in favour of
co-operation with. Russsia is the adherence of
General Szepn to the Lublin Committee.
General Szeptycld is one of the most prominent
Polish generals and Minister of War in many
Polish Governments. He, 100, is of the Natdon-
alist Right Wing tendency,

The Observer, 4/2/45.
While Stalin gains sappert amongst the re-
actionaries In the countries he occupies the
workers are submitted to the ruthless Soviet
rale.

WHO S WHO?

hat ELAS is com-

¢ Daily Worker is so

t Winston Chur-
to the Trotskyites.
rotskyites to fight the

otskyites?  Obviously,
comrit 2l the atroci-

r light on the matter
when be said: EAM

what is Jeft is just
1 core; or ¥ you like, Trot-

things are getting more and more

Ikonoblast in Forward, 27/1/45.

JAILER COURSE FOR
“LIBERATORS™

Brigsh o

rs who are to be

in penal
Gaol, says the War Offi
When the cour:

2o to Lon-
the German

Sunday Dispaich, 28/1/45.

GOD IS ON OUR SIDE
2 5 5

7-7 r Soliy-decorated
=<

Chrisumas card printed
with a prayer for fair
weather. for battle was

2 to 2l men in the
Third Army on Christ-

SN\ 7/ mas Day. Oa eonmc
7 7 side was a message
\ A 4 /  from Pamon to his
T AN \ \ men.

- The prayer reads:
*Almighty and most mecrciful Father, we
humbly bescech Thee of Thy grcat goodness
to restrain thesc immoderate rains with which
we have to contend. Grant us fair weather
for battle. Graciously hearken to us as sol-
diers who call upon Thee that, armed with
Thy power, we may advance to victory and
crush the oppression and wickedness of our
enemies and establish Thy justice among men
and nations. Amen.”

Since Christmas Day
siderable spells of exce
Army front.

there have been con-
t weather on the Third
Snow snd frost, across which
, Teplaced ram and mud.

Eoening Standard, 18/1/45.




frustrated such an
files, homes, ecte.,

and a half years ago,
a half years ago, to

yourselves too firmly and every time you
establish yvourselves so far they will probably
think up some cat-mouse method of sending

be called nasty, selfish little bullics: as so-
called adults I'm afraid cven a sailor’s lan-
gunge fails to deseribe them.
Sub. Lt C.
II Il‘ ll‘

It is some time now since 1 last wrote to
you but my interest in anarchism is still very
much alive in spite of being in the forces for

in fact i my

e!l’ ll
lom Press Raid

.

nuthority don't want the rank and file to do
too much thinking for themselves. .

Freedom Press pamphlets not

returned.

Last Monday the 22nd Jan., the Squadron
Leader returned all my books and pamphlets
excepting those which are published by Free-
dom Press. He said these were being held
under Defence Regulation 94a. I signed for
those I did receive in triplicate.

A couple of weeks ago a friend had his-
father's house searched in Darlington by a
policeman, a redcap and an officer. He was
scarched also.

They have been trying to make things
awkward for me here since I came out of
detention. They chase me all the time. One
morning the sergeant said to the fellows: “If

any of these Anarchists or Communists come
up to you and say f fatigues, f. snow

shovelling, you punch him on the nose. He
is tryind to stir up trouble.” What a low
mentality he must have!

B.

[Defence Regulation 94a refers to seizure of
printing presses. The squadron leader ob-
viously didn't know what he was talking
- about.—Editors. ]

Further Searches.

Since the raid on your offices I have not
received a copy of War Commentary. My
name and address is probably in the hands
of our “wonderful police force” and conse-
quently rather out of reach. Two of my
s arc also in the same position.

You will be interested to know that this
camp also had to submit to a scarch and var-
ious books were confiscated. The only light
that I can see is that the government
st be seared or such strong measures would
not be put into effect.

Wishing you all the best in this New Year.

S., R.REM.E.
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Nor need you
answer questions unless you want to of your
own free will Tlnuflmdon?tleemtobe

have quite enough power without adding to it
the common man's ignorance of his “rights”
under the law.

« -

The Necessity for a
Parallel Organization

The British trade unions have become such
large and powerful bodies that the worker is
urged ro support them by all politicians, Once
a thing gets sufficiently large, a politician with
his eye on vore-carching, will always support ir.
The Daily Express for instance, has declared its
belief that strong government depends on the
Conservative Party and the trade wnions. The
Trowskyists artack rhe labour bureaucracy more
than anyone, but try to provide a “left” excuse
to continue ro support the wunions, their indus-
trial set-up, the Militant Workers' Federation,
being committeed to the policy of 100% rrade
unionism. The Liberals of old proclaimed
themselves to be the party devoted 10 the protec-
tion of trade unmion interests, whila the Labour
Parry was formed and financed for that very
purpose. The Communists have implanted
themselves in many gquarters of the umion bur-
eaucracy in sufficient numbers ar least to ensure
that they never amntack ir seriously again. Even
the Fascists used to cast out sops 10 the rrade
wunions and say, at least when confronted with
industrial workers, that they didn't oppose trade

unioMISI.

Nevertheless the fact remains that in spite of
politicians of all brands wrging rhe already-
erganised workers wmto the unions and doing
nothing about the unorganised workers, there is
growmng up & sicady nift berween the workers
and the unmions. To-day in all disputes the
wmion leader is om the side of the bosses. He
procimms openly that he has nothing in common
wik the renk-and-fule, but stands /‘;.vml:. by the
Siale and the employer. The strike is declared
unofficsl, but sl the strike 1akes place. The
strake 1 mgrely the employer, it is
alie @ sinke sl the Srate, and furthermore
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DISCUSSION ON
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B. Sml;sa ‘hcf :
expressed the view that there was g
gr‘m!g- of children who are ipeﬂpable"o

loviﬁ.
anything or anybody and who needed lnder!
ship: “A very large proromon of urban chil-

dren are already on the fringe of that group, if
they do not fit into it,” he said. “It finds
destruction easier and more pleasurable than
creation.” Dr. Strauss was not the only one
to put forward such reactionary ideas, other
speakers complained that children left school
with the idea only of making money. Other
speakers pointed out that children did not get

and there were few Lroops

they had the arms, for police
(&)

which the Government could rely on
force duties,

To an extent many of the Canadian conscripts
may be moved by French-Canadian nationalist
feeling, but it is likely that that is not the only
reason nor is that a reason which would appeal
to all the conscripts concerned. The fact is
'%@t{w{-ﬂl‘e at the really war-weary stage of the
v tl,‘-"' en people are sick and tired of the holo-
the tired hoven the most cl?q}icm oratory of

outh ¢ €0 in power fails to convince.
The youthiges “has had its blood sucked

clean by the poliye
are in !{h;ht aixp(?f s of all countries. We

majority of those who have pa 25t and the
best years are those who had nguhis  Ung their
war and will have nothing afterwn 5 oore the

ing to the News Chraniclc"(z‘sj/t%g)ﬁfgrﬁ;

g5

and the buiding of a. +3 h b
punishment, g ':M )

German Prisoners
I'I' scemns that all the speeches L

Nazism, even those made only since™
tember 1939, have been of lltt!e avail in per-
suading British farmers of the vices of the Nazi
system, The farmers cried out against Italian
prisoner-of-war labour, because !hc lll'u!hans ap-
parently (with a good deal of inte 1gem:2.m,
fused to work without decent m:'nrmcm;1 1:1_;
certain amount to eat, and then n(;t’.ﬁp a;} as
to hurt themselves. The German SU.dI-C'rIS' I\(IN;
ever, have been more indoclrnnulcd‘ym} hac‘v
principles of obedience and subjection: w:vi]l'-
were quite prepared to work much more e
ingly for a lot less, and all our good bourge
farmers are delighted with them—on¢ German

Anarchist Commen¢ary

a fair deal and that all that was needed was
for the children to be given an example. Said
Mrs. E. M. Lowe: “We can very easily over-
organise the child’s leasure. All we ncgq o gfo
is to give the child a lead in organising Its
leisure.”

Whatever conclusions these committees and
conferences of experts may come to, they will
not be able to solve the problem of child delin-
quency unless they take into consideration the
anti-social nature of the capitalist system under
which the children are educated and brought up.
What is the ideology of capitalism but to make
more money than the next man, and by the
quickest possible way? And in wartime what
chance has a child to develop love and con-
structive ideas when all the resources of capital-
ism are concentrated on destruction and hatred?

The highest honour which the present educa-
tional system can offer to the child is to fly a
bombing plane, and not only is this part of the
school training, it is continued by special organ-
isations like the A.T.C. Children don’t need

“~discipline 1o make them behave, they will res-

pond to healthy surroundings, freedom and a
constructive example in a way which will sur-
prise all the experts, and will give some little
example of the possibilities of a truly free
society.

“Desertion”

'HE Italians at home seem likewise to be un-
* impressed by Allied “liberation”. Accord-
ing to the Manchester Guardian (26/1/45) the
Italian call-up is not proving a success. ‘“‘The
big green call-up posters in Rome have been
torn down and the word ‘Why?’ scribbled on
them.” The home defence soldiers in Canada
likewise seem to be asking “Why?” in no un-
certain terms. They were told that they would
not have to go overseas, and now overseas con-
scription is in force they refuse to go. They
have either returned home or staged stay-in
strikes. The Press has tried to taunt them with
the word “zombies”—but has not dared to fling
the charge of cowardice, since the Government
itself admits it was worried, not that the Cana-
dian conscripts would not fight, but that they
would start fighting right there at home, and

-

Industrial News

L] / -
in Brief
® MANCHESTER GAS STRIKE.

As reported in the last issue of "War Com-
mentary"”, the outcome of the strike of the 364 gas
workers was that the manager of the gas works
paid the fines of the men who had been jailed.
By his action the manager has in effect condemned
the authorities responsible for the arrest of the
men and for the subsequent stoppage of work.

The Manchester gas works must be an unusual
sort of place, Davies the manager told a "Daily
Express" reporter that he paid the fines because
he loves the gas works. Or perhaps he is a queer
sort of man to fall in love with a gas works.

® HUMBER STRIKE.

A strike lasting from January 22nd until January
31st, and involving 5,000 workers terminated with
a promise of a joint conference involving the firm,
trade union and employers association. The issue
at stake was the demand of the workers for re-
instantement of a man who had been sacked and
the withdrawal of the firm's negotiator on all
matters arising with the shop stewards. The strike
was unofficial and did not receive the backing of
the wunion, It seems very doubtful whether the
men will achieve satisfaction by the now much
discredited method of arbitration.

® |,500 AYRESHIRE MINERS STRIKE.

About 1,500 miners in the Dalmellingtan district
of Ayrshire went on strike on January 29th. Their
grievance is that though they sweat their guts out
all dey they are not receiving deliveries of their
coal allowances from the colliery.

® STRIKES IN THE U.S.A
Fronces Perking, U.S. Socretary of Labour has
reperied the pumber of strikes eccurring last year

es 4000. Despite the claims of the American
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12,000 to 13,000 U.S. soldiers are absent with-
out leave in the European theatre of war”.
“There are 1,723 men now awaiting trial on
these charges and 70 to 80 are being picked up
in Paris every day”.

In Italy the numbers of deserters are so vast
and so cosmopolitan that they have transformed
the entire social scene within many Italian
towns, entirely dependent on Black Markct tran-
sactions. The number of deserters in the fight-
ing in Egypt and Africa has never been dis-
closed. Vast numbers took to the desert, to be
assisted by friendly Arabs, and include soldiers
from both sides, many of whom have actually
mingled with each other in their isolated
bivouacs in the desert. Many years wzl_l elapse
before even an inkling of the numbers involved
can ever come to light.

In industrial lands like ours there is one sure
way of living, by crime, and so long as the Goy-
ernment insists on driving conscripts to battle
whether they like it -or not and treaung those
who disappear like pariahs, it will encourage
crime. 1hat, surely, was the lesson of the U.s.
paratrooper Hulten, who has recently been sen-
tenced to death at the Old Bailey.

It is the State that is responsible, and it plans
to re-enact the same tragedy with Lhousands_ and
even millions of others. How many of the Cana-
dian conscripts now fighting for their rights to
stay at home, will loyally obey orders if they
come over here? Those individuals weak
enough to give in—will it not be possible that
amongst them there will be some who will
desert and finish the same way as Hulten?

Will it be any different after the war? What
is going to happen to the thousands in Britain’s
war-time jails? The old man tired of life who
first of all talks about gigantic atrocities in
Greece and then says “I turn from the pink and
ochre panorama of Athens and the Piraeus, scin-
tillating with delicious life and plumed by the
classic glories and endless miseries and triumphs
of its history,” proclaims that so far as his
Government is concerned, they will stay in jail.
Our crowded jails, packed with people con-
victed under purely war-time laws, are to stay
packed. Offenders against the military and in-
dustrial code will still be convicted. They will
still round up “70 and 80 a day” for the glass-
houses and brigs. There will still be the rebels
against discipline forced into jail; there will still
be those with a distaste for discipline forced into
crime.

Can it be said that the total victory of any
Government differs greatly from the total victory
of any other Government? Only the Anarchists
have the right answer: the fight against Gov-
ernment, the struggle against authoritarianism,

p ﬁmnﬂ'@‘-war “is worth fi . » d-
1 ve Iralians™ accor
gvlgrr;vo al? €SS reports. The Italians seem to
the Gerriad] being used as cheap labour, but
e Germans don’t mind, and fit in much more

I?Iellr-_f:::ly with the views uf. our home-grown

No wonder. there was such a ca ign i
papers against the Italian pril:opmncrs-ou'l‘ Ew?re
Cunously enough, it came from just those peoplé
who praised Mussolini realising that it needed
a fascist dictator to discipline the masses of
Italy. We need have no doubts that just the
same sources that attacked the Italian prisoners-
of-war will decide we need a Mussolini at home
whenever the British workers study their own
interests first.

CHURCHILL WEARS THE
TROUSERS
“The preference given by the Soviet in this
moment to the Balkan campaign cannot have
only military reasons—as the British occupa-
tion of Greece is not motivated by purely
military considerations. The Allies are map-
ping out spheres of influence. In a peace
sertlement it is easier to confirm established
facts than to establish new cnes. The accom-
plished fact will be Soviet influence through
the Balkans and Poland, and British influence
throughout the Mediterranean. Military argu-
ments, sound as they appear to be, fit marvel-
lously into political ambitions and plans.”

(Dorothy Thompson, New York Post,

October 9th, 1944).

Louis Clair, who quotes the above in the
November issue of the American Politics, adds:
“In this connection, a very significant episode
has been almost completely overlooked. The
preliminary Russo-Bulgarian armistice was
signed on September 10th. However, a month
later the Bulgarians had not yet evacuated the
Greek province of Thrace. ‘The Russians did
not put any pressure on the Bulgarians to this
effect—on the contrary. The Bulgarian dele-
gate in charge of the administration services was
a prominent Stalinist very evidently taking his
orders from Moscow. A look at the map will
easily explain this curious situation, since Bul-
garia is occupied by the Red Army, the Bulgar-
ian occupation of Thrace means that for the first
time the Russians have. an.outlet to.the Medi-
terranean and have by-passed the Dardanelles.
One day after Churchill arrived in Moscow it
was announced that the Bulgarians had accepted
Allied armistice terms and had evacuated
Thrace! Churchill can be tough if he wants

to. No wonder that ‘the announcement caused
considerable relief in London, especially in Tory
circles’.” (.\.u.';‘ York j‘ir!l;‘J, 15/10 .I.;v‘.

UNCONDITIONAL SURRENDER

(Continued from p. 3)

in order to grasp the full meaning of their de-
basement, we should couple this shameful deci-
sion with the scandalous declaration of Mr.
Ernest Bevin, Labourite Minister of Labour, at
the recent Labour Party Conference. Speaking
about Bnu;h intervention in Greece, he revealed
that this criminal action had the full support of
the Labour members of the Cabinet. 1 can do
no better than to quote some extracts from this
piece of Labourism:

“Anything 1 say,” declared Mr. Bevin, “will
be with deliberation, because it must have an
f:t_iccl on our atutude o other countries besides
Greece.

“l took part with my Socialist collcagues in
the whole of these discussions going over nearly
four years, trying to mark out the best way to
handle these terrifying problems that would arise
at the end of the war.

“The British Empire, whether we like it or
not, cannot abandon its positions on the Medi-
terranean. It is impossible for it o do so”.

On the other hand, here is a masterpiece ol
Stalinist propaganda which comes from Moscow

ard-and
by men who love to fight and live as free men

ishment and destruction of the German people,
will soon find it a very difficult undertaking to

identify the Germans among the ruins of

Europe.

To rescue the German people as well as the
masses of hostages and prisoners of war now
on the threshold of annihilation, the internat-
ional working class must give immediately the
maximum assistance to the fourth front, to the
European peoples’ revolt of which Himmler is
so fearful. We can give help, if we are deter-
mined to force the armed democracies to keep
their hands off the European revolution; to show
the war I\zu!i:gu[\ that we > readv to lav down

tools if they do not immediately comply with
our demand. We very often strike and strive
for a sixpence wage increase. Let us also de-

fend our lives and refuse to be murderers or

murdered

Freedo  a present of tyrants to cow-

corrupt slaves, but a reward conquered

A. CALTABIANO.
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and bears the signature of Ilya Ehrenburg I'he
Manchester Guardian of July 24th, 1944, quot- l-.‘ R I' I‘, l) () \i B () () l\ S ll 0 p
ing the Red Star, reproduced the following state- < *
ment by Ilya Ehrenburg 132 Cheltenham Road, Bristol
We are not relying on any German; we are
relying on tanks and shell It would be wrong Freedom Press publications advertised elsewhere
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