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THE CHIEF AIM OF ANARCHISM IS 
TO AWAKEN THOSE CONSTRUCTIVE 
POWERS OF THE LABOURING MASSES 
OF THE PEOPLE WHICH AT ALL GREAT  
MOMENTS OF HISTORY CAME FOR
WARD TO ACCOMPLISH THE NECES
SARY CHANGES, AND WHICH, AIDED 
BY THE NOW ACCUMULATED KNOW
LEDGE, WILL ACCOMPLISH THE 
CHANGE THAT IS CALLED FORTH BY 
ALL THE BEST MEN OF OUR OWN TIME.

KROPOTKIN,
(Modern Science & Anarchism)
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Background to the Big Three Meeting
C itrin e Sits on the Fen ce

4  S  w c foresaw, S ir  Walter Citrine’s delegation to Greece has acted as a time- 
J T jL  gaining device for the Government, and has been fully used by the reactionary 
press. Thus full reports appeared with flaring headlines of Citrine's examination of 
mass exhumations described as “ E L A S  victims” . These were exhibited by the Gov
ernment, and one may reasonably doubt any evidence brought forward as to who 
were the perpetrators. After several weeks of bitter street fighting it is not difficult to 
find corpses. It only remains for the government to affix the trade-mark “ guaranteed 
killed bv E L A S ” .

Citrine was cautions enough to state only 
that the large number of corpses exhumed 
was irrefutable evidence of “ cold-blooded 
murder” . A s we all know that a civil war 
bad just been carried out by interventionists 
no ooe will quarrel with him H e did not 
however state that E L A S  were the mur
derers. It was left for the press reports 
to do that far him in their headlines. Inci
dentally all this “ evidence”  was seen by 
Citrine before be had interviewed the E  A M  
representatives. When be did see them, 
the press gave such headlines as “ W hy  
E A M  refuse to Sign  Citrine Plan for Vote” . 
Below this— and coming after all the “ cold
blooded murder”  stuff had well sunk in—  
they report Citrine as regretting “ the refer
ences which have been made in the House 
of Commons to the original members of 
E A M . W e are satisfied that many of these 
people w ere people of high integrity. In 
seems the same was true of Hlas and that 
m any were men of military competence, in
tegrity and high purpose.”

U u fw  n a m ely, e ven when C i trine does 
make ins final report, it will carry no great 
conviction. S ir  Waiter’s previous chameleon 
work in this direction, his Russian Diary, 
fits Finnish Diary, and his American Diary, 
have ail shown only too well bow easily his 
legal mind adapts itself to the propaganda 
needs o f the tune.

AM NESTY PROM ISES TORN UP  
War Commentary primed out in its last issue 

that the government's purpose was to secure 
tnac* ao delay and allay popular reaction here 
by devices tike the T.U. delegation. Under 
covet of tho, reactionary farces in Athens would 
institute s T h a t  Terror. This view turns out 
to be only too correct Reuter's diplomatic cor
respondent m  Athens suited that:

" la  Athens it is not uncommon to find one

self at a disadvantage in casual conversation 
with more or less educated Greeks, because 
the British are automatically taken as oppo
nents of all Left Wing ideas and as prepared 
to encourage their suppression by every means, 
Attempts to correct (sic) this assumption or 
explain the social and political structure and 
trends of wartime Britain are met with either 
scepticism or alarm, according to the listener's 
political attitude.”

The Greeks are not altogether fools. On Jan- 
pary 19th, Eden “emphasized that the only 
people liable to prosecution in Greece would be 
those guilty of crimes against the penal code or 
the laws of war, and that no political arrests 
would be made.” To underline this promise of 
amnesty, the headlines {News Chronicle, 
20/1/45) read: “Eden Reaffirms Pledges on 
Greek Amnesty—Plastiras Makes a Promise— 
No Punishment for Bearing Arms”.

In Athens since then several people have been 
sentenced to death for taking part in the recent 
fighting, “for carrying arms against the State”. 
(.Reynolds News, 4/2/45). Reynolds adds,
“These are the first trials by a military court 
since Greece was liberated. No quislings or 
pro-Nazi traitors have been tried.”

A FAVOURABLE SIGN 
There is one hopeful sign. The Greek gov- 

emntem have thought it- wise ;to start some'trials 
of collaborationists. It doesn’t look too well to 
be trying those who fought the German occupa
tion, while those who collaborated with it still 
remain untried. So there will be some collabor
ationist trials soon in Athens, probably begin
ning with the quisling Prime Minister (German 
quisling, we mean) John RaUis. It is very dis
tasteful to see one set of quislings denouncing 
and executing another for the greater glory of 
their imperialist masters. Moreover the present 
situation shows the function of these trial-shows. 
They serve to give an appearance of impartiality, 
of striking the right as well as the left. Under 
cover of such “justice” the work of liquidating 
the leaders of popular resistance goes on ruth
lessly and efficiently.

EAM supporters continue to be sacked from 
thrir employment—that is, handed over to 
starvation, and the prisons are filled to capacity. 
Meanwhile, as a safeguard for the future, a new
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the management would stop if they were 
allowed to get away with things like this.

One other important issue in this dispute 
is the demand of the miners for the removal 
of the manager and some of his lackeys* 
Manager Davies is a rigid disciplinarian. His 
deputies and firemen were In fear of him, and 
st was tuM a very unfamiliar piece of news to 
bod in the paper that a miner was charged 
with sinking one oi this manager's subordin
ates, There was definitely bud feeling be
tween the men and bis underlings, simply be- 
esassc of the way— nf bis instructions" - they 
fioaded the men ou. On one occasion be 
threatened the men by saying that be wished 
d a  war was over as be could then bring in 
more discipline and thereby get fils revenge on 
miners who were "giving bun trouble".

It should be noted here that such •  state 
of afiair# esisted at Ibis colliery that during 
one dispute e»co the union leader* threatened 
artito  agsawt this man* In one statement 
honed from M inert1 headipsarters they said 
that they demanded his disiuissaJ. Hot they 
did nothing about it, and fie *till remains* 
The men me now taking nation at lasI for 
I he to mires, and sue determined Ip displace 
hun—more power to their arm*

The newspapers carefully refrain from men- 
turning anything about this »*11*t. and eonlenl 
thnmsolres with saying that "there are other 
issues Involved beside 1 the one eoneerning the 
machine man '  Oi course, the newspapers 
oannol fie espeeted to say anything on behalf 
ui the men. It fi well known that they play 
on one aide only, ffieir part in reporting 
this strike is a truly iiiywaUs one. They 
keep strictly to the but of sabotaging the 
miners' ease. 1  esterday, bund ay, January 
2Htb, they reported that the men were de
ciding 10 go back to work. This k  no old 
trick- -there is not the slightest evidence that 
their report is true. The Haiu.iltuu A dt erisret 
stated that a majority of the branch committee 
recommended a return to work. But they 
failed to gain anything from this low 
naooeuvre. In January 28th# at a meeting 
the "Felace" miners voted solidly to continue 
the strike. And they are still on strike.

J .  CAKRACU EK.

law has been introduced providing for the inves
tigation of the past history of every Greek 
officer. This will ensure that only diehard 
reactionaries get into the officer class, that the 
army will be a thoroughly reliable weapon for 
the Greek ruling class.

But the collaborator trials show that the 
government is having to take some stock of 
public feeling. An even more favourable sign 
is that none of the ELAS men sentenced to 
death (in the teeth of the amnesty) has yet been 
executed.

JA IL E D  FO R
SOLIDARITY

A soldier recently was sentenced to 16 
months detention for being absent without 
leave for . . . only. 30 days. There must be 
a reason for so savage a sentence, but it is 
not that the vjetim had behaved in a 
specially despicable manner. On the con
trary he had acted in accordance with high 
ethical principles; but they were working 
class principles, and as such received the 
venom of the ruling class.

The soldier, Private A. Lambert, a middle- 
aged man of 44, who doubtless remembered 
the General Strike of seventeen years ago, 
had taken part in the recent Manchester 
Gas Strike—for which some of his comrades 
were fined, and then gaoled for refusing to 
pay up. He was absent without leave from 
November 18th to December 18th of last 
year, and told the court martial that his 
conscience would not allow: him to help 
break a strike in the Cardiff Dockyard last 
November. Rather than do anything against 
his fellow workers in the docks he went to 
stay with friends until the strike was over.

The court must have realized that a spirit 
of solidarity like that, and a refusal to 
break the working class code of ethics, if 
allowed to spread, would constitute a 
deadly blow to the upholders of class in
justice. How bitterly they felt about it is 
reflected in the vindictive sentence of six
teen months detention. But honest men and 
workers will feel their hearts warmed by 
Lambert's spirited action.

T H E  m uch h eralded m eeting b e
tw e e n  C h u rc h ill, R o o sevelt and  

S talin  is not taking p lace u n d er v e ry  
auspiciou s circu m stan ces. T h e  m ili
ta ry  victo ries in the W e st, in the E a s t  
and in th e P a cific  p u t the A llie d  
P o w e rs, it is tru e, in a stro n ger posi
tion than e v e r b efo re  but the problem s  
created  b y  the p ro cess o f “ lib eratio n ”  
and the prospects o f p e a ce  a re  likely  
to cast a sh ad o w  on th e victo ries.

T h e  people, w ill, o f  co u rse, b e  left 
guessing as to the n a tu re  o f th e d iscu s
sions and the d ecisio n s re a c h e d  
b y  th e B ig  T h r e e  d u rin g th eir 
co n feren ce.

E v e n  if  w e  a re  n o t told w h a t is 
going on at th e co n fe re n ce  w e  can  
n everth eless h a v e  a  good gu ess. T h e  
fa ct that no sm aller n atio n  h as been  
invited c le a rly  in d icates th at th e y  w ill  
h ave to a cce p t the decisio n s o f th e B ig  
T h re e , w h e th e r th e y  lik e  it o r  not. 
M a n y  sm all n atio n s w ill  n o t, o f  co u rse  
accep t this w ith o u t p u ttin g up a fight 
fo r w h a t th e y  c o n sid er th e ir  righ ts  
and one can  fo resee  end less co n flicts. 
A lr e a d y  G e n e ra l d e G a u lle , w h o  feels  
sore a t not havin g b een  in vited  to th e  
co n feren ce, h as d e cla re d : “ W e  h a v e  
let o u r A llie s  k n o w  th at F r a n c e  w ill  
not reg ard  itself as b o u n d  b y  a n y  
arran gem en t w h ic h  she h as n o t dis
cussed an d ap p ro ved  on eq u al term s  
w ith  the other P o w e rs ” .

T h e  gro w in g p o w e r  o f R u ssia  c a n 
not be reg ard ed  as exertin g  a  p ro gres
sive influence an d as sh e-is th e-stro n g
est p o w e r as fa r  as E u ro p e  is co n 
cern ed  one is fo rce d  to  w a tc h  h er 
p o licy w ith  p a rticu la r c a re  and  
an xie ty. U p  to n o w  th e U n io n  o f  
So cialist R ep u b lics h as b e e n  ca rryin g  
on a p o licy  o f territo ria l an n exatio n s  
together w ith  th e setting u p  of righ t  
w in g  quisling govern m en ts in  those  
cou n tries w h ic h  she h as b een  un ab le  
to an n ex. T h e  ca se  o f P o la n d  does 
not n eed to be m en tion ed  again . In

H u n g a ry, B u lg a ria  an d  R u m a n ia , 
R igh t w in g  elem ents a re  g iv en  fu ll 
support w h ile  genuine w o rk in g  class  
m ovem ents a re  suppressed.

C zech o slo vak ia  is the latent co u n try  
to have been told, in no u n certa in  
term s, that she m ust to e the line o r  
else lose som e o f h er territo ry. T h e  
U k rain ian  G o vern m en t at K ie v  had  
carried  out som e agitation fo r the a n 
n exatio n  o f S u b -C arp ath ian  R u th en ia  
w h ic h  had ap paren tly “ dem anded”  to  
b e in co rp o rated  in the U .S .S .R .  A s  
one k n o w s the autonom ous republics  
o f the S o v ie t U n io n  have n o w  th e right 
to  c a r ry  on an  independent foreign  
p o licy. W h e n  the alarm ed D r . B enes  
a p p ro ach ed  M o s c o w  on this m atter  
th e S o v ie t G o vern m en t denied any  
resp o n sib ility  fo r  the dem ands put 
fo r w a r d  b y  th e K ie v  G o vern m en t and  
d ecla red  th at it fe lt  itself bound to its 
p led ge to re sto re  C ze ch o slo v a k ia  to 
h e r p re -M u n ic h  fro n tie rs. The Ob
server  fu rth e rm o re  rep o rted  th at “ T h e  
R u ssia n  G o ve rn m e n t is believed  to 
h a v e  assu red  P resid en t B e n e s th at the  
cam p aign  w ill be stopped im m edia
te ly .”

T h is  in cid en t is in terestin g b ecau se  
it sh o w s th at th e autonom ous rep u b lics  
c a n  b e used to p u t fo r w a rd  claim s  
w h ic h  th e S o v ie t G o vern m en t can n o t  
d e c e n tly  sp o n so r. T h e ir  in d epen d 
e n c e  is a  m y th  sin ce  a  call to o rd er  
fro m  M o s c o w  is sufficient to m ak e  
th em  a lte r  th e ir  p o licy . ___ _

I t  is p ro b a b le  th at the K ie v  dem ands  
w e r e  p u t fo r w a r d  to b la ck m ail the  
C z e c h  G o v ern m en t into a cce p tin g  the  
R u ssia n  con tro lled  L u b lin  co m m ittee. 
A  fe w  d a ys a fte r  an  a ssu ra n ce  h a d  
been  given  to D r . B en es th at n o  C z e c h  
te rrito ry  w o u ld  b e to uch ed it w a s  a n 
n o u n ced  th at the C ze ch o slo va k  G o v 
ern m en t w o u ld  recogn ise the L u b lin  
P ro visio n al G o vern m en t o f P o la n d .

T h ro u g h  fo rce  and intrigue R u s s ia

More about the Warsaw Rising
E ye W itn ess A ccount
CTALIN’S government and its stooges at Lub- 
^  lin are already trying to besmirch the rising 
in September in Warsaw by means of “new in
vestigations”. No new investigation however 
will alter the fact that Moscow urged the neces
sity of the rising right up to August, promised 
aid, and then diverted the Red Army’s advance 
to Warsaw, sent no useful arms and even denied 
landing grounds for British and American sup
ply planes. They dubbed the rising “criminal”.

Now they are on a new tack. General Bor, 
says Moscow, is being well treated by the Ger
mans, lives comfortably. This proves—accord
ing to these scribes—that Bor was a Hitler agent. 
We do not know what Bor's politics are. But 
we do know that the Stalinists are using a filthy 
device here. Do not they treat Von Seydlitz 
and Von Paulus well—however much they re
viled them in the past? Did not General Mont
gomery breakfast with Von Thoma, the butcher 
of Guernica?

A young Polish officer, Li. Jan Novak, who 
is said to nave conveyed the signal for the rising 
from London to Warsaw, has told the other aide 
of the story in (he News Chronicle (27/1/45).

“My wife and I were once gathered with 
300 Polish patriots In a building overlooked 
by Germans, but they did not interfere with 
u». Posters were openly displayed in the city 
declaring that 'the day 11 coming'.

"We knew the Red Army was near. 1 had 
seen their tanks and their soldiers and we 
thought liberty was very near. We believed 
that our rising would last uniy three ur four 
days and we heard incessantly the roar ui 
Russian guns. Russian patriots were in Praga. 
Then Russian fighters and buuibers ceitte over 
the dty and only the Herman Coeriog divi
sion* remained east of the Vistula. At 5 p.m. 
uo August lit the rising began. By ten 
o'clock Ik German tanks had been knocked 
out and must of the city, except for Praga 
and Lubcski and the German itrongpoiois 
within it, was in our hands.

“Nut only the Underground army but the 
whole uYiban population had risen. There 
was a terrible battle on the banks of the Vis
tula, but help did not come, and at length a 
deathly silence fell—we heard no longer the 
fntiwH of Russian guns and planes.

“On August 19th the German offensive be
gan ‘ their planes Uvw over and machine- 
gunned and bombed the city, and guns which 
they had used at Sebastopol begun its 
destruction. We were afraid of using our 
dwindling munitions'*1
The News Chronicit report continues I “El 

Novak said they had heard Russian wireless

messages asking the Poles to rise, and stated that 
a Russian Intelligence officer, Capt. Kalugan, of 
the Czerny Group, was in Warsaw in contact 
with General Bor. On August 5 th, this Russian 
officer sent a wireless message for transmission, 
through London, to Moscow. The message— 
the text of which he gave—asked for automatic 
guns, arms, ammunition, grenades and anti-tank 
weapons, and added: ‘The heroic population of 
Warsaw trust that in a few hours' time you will 
give them armed support. Help me to get in 
touch with Gen. Rokossovsky.’

“This telegram reached Gen. Sonkowski on 
August 6th, and was handed to Gen. Sir Alan 
Brooke, from who Gen. Bor learned, on August 
9th, Lt. Novak said there was no reply, although 
Kalugan remained in Warsaw for six weeks.

‘After a while,* he added, ‘we began to lose 
hope'.” Lt. Novak continued his narrative: 

“We heard nothing from the Russians until 
September 10th, when their fighters came 
over, and at night their bombers dropped 
supplies. But the ammunition they gave us 
was of no use, because it was Russian, and 
we were using German weapons. The sup
plies which we received from Allied aircraft 
from Italy fell for the most part into German 
hands.

“Six times the Germans called on us to 
surrender. On September 30th Gen. Bor sent 
a telegram to Gen. Rokossovsky saying that 
our situation was hopeless and that he could 
hold out only another 24 hours. But there 
was no answer.”

B evin  B o y s  L in e U p !
A  considerable period has now elapsed 

since the beginning of the so-called 'Bevin  
boys”  scheme, heralded by the yellow press 
as the one and only solution to the ills which 
beset the mining industry. So  it is perhaps 
appropriate to review the situation from the 
point of view of the Bevin boys themselves.

Lately, Fleet Street in general and the 
News Chronicle in particular, remembering 
that most of their readers (luckily for 
them I) have short memories, have been dis
covering that like their brothers in other in
dustries— only more so— many of the Bevin 
boys urc not at all patriotic, and that some 
— well, some are downright rebellious! At 
Durham, for instance, fifty Bcvin boys have 
'disappeared', while 1,10 0  summonses are 
to be issued against those who have dared 
to take (like Parliament, only they took a 
month) ten days off at Christmas. W e can 
imagine how busy the Labour Exchange 
bureaucrats must be, particularly the gallant 
‘M ajor’ who seems to be a well known (and 
well hated) figure at most Bevin boy estab
lishments I

Worse even than their general unkindness 
towards Capital on the part of the Bevin 
boys is the fact that their arrival at certain 
collieries has destroyed the ‘one big happy 
family' feeling which, the capitalist press 
would have us believej hitherto existed be

tween masters and slaves. Division of 
Labour! Anarchists, however, should thank 
Gauleiter Ernest for the one piece of good 
he has ever done, albeit unintentionally! 
His slavish scheme has made thousands of 
youths reach several important conclusions 
— reached by the hard way of personal ex
perience— conclusions concerning conditions 
of which they had previously heard the 
vaguest rumour only.

Firstly, the Bevin boys are beginning to 
realize that they are living under a system 
akin to that in Germany and that England, 
the “ land of the free”  is rapidly becoming 
a policeman's paradise. The difference be
tween British and German Fascism being 
that over here they sugar the pill a little 
more with the aid of ‘socialists’ and ‘com
munists'.

Secondly, that the miners far from being 
cowards and rotters as the Bourgeois press 
would have people believe, are brave work
ers and good comrades.

Thirdly, and most important of all, it has 
led many of them to consider means for 
changing the present system and of elaborat
ing new methods of struggle against it. A s  
a result, Bevin will yet have cause to regret 
adopting the scheme, if he does not do so 
already.

V iv ia n  B ir d ,
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seems to have succeeded up to now in I 
having her own way in all the coun> 
tries surrounding her.

In countries which arc stronger and 
further away from Russia its influence 
mokes itself fe lt in a more subtle way. 
In, France in particular, it is thanks to  
a sen es o f  rapid and well-executed 
somersaults by the Communist Party 
that Russia has manoeuvred the 
French Government into a position 
which is favourable to her.

The recently signed Russian-French 
pact is a secret but. it must have given 
satisfaction to Stalin or the French 
Communist Party would not have 
given full support to de Gaulle as soon 
as he came back from M oscow. Up  
to the treaty the Communist Party 
was often critical of de Gaulle and his 
government. Jacques Duclos, secre
tary' of the Party blamed de Gaulle for 
the disorders in France; he declared 
* since the Government is too slow in  
carrying out the purge, people natur
ally take things into their own hands” . 
Pravda was also critical and attacked 
de Gaulle and Pierlot for attempting 
to  disarm the resistance movements in 
France and in Belgium.

N ow  that de Gaulle has come back 
with a treaty in his pocket and the 
Red Pope’s blessing the French Com
munist Party stands solidly behind 
him.' Thorez, the prominent com
munist leader just back from M oscow, 
advocated that all arms held by former 
members of the Maquis should be 
handed over to the Government and 
that “ Public security must be assured 
by regular police force constituted for 
this purpose” .

In spite of the Communists w ith
drawing from the opposition out
spoken criticism of de Gaulle was ex
pressed by the Movement of National 
liberation  (M .L .N .). An article in 
their paper Combat (-31st Jan.) at
tacked both de Gaulle’s policy and the 
Communist’s.

To-day, when De Gaulle returns from Mos-

Marcel Cachin (Communist leader) and Louis 
Marin (Conservative leader) are fully agreed 
on.a policy which leads to the abandonment

have preserved their toughness and obstinacy

What are the workers, disappointed by their 
party, thinking? What are the trade unions 
demanding? What does the great majority of 
the French nation expect? What are the

1“HE capitalist press has given great 
. prominence to the "Cleft Chin” mur

der trial, whose outcome was the death sen
tence fa  two young people, an i8-ye*r-old 
girl and an American soldier of 22. This 
brutal murder was the result of an associa
tion between two people whose youth had 
already endured sordid and demoralizing 
privations in their home Eves. Sodety’s 
"solution’’ is even more degenerate.

Betty }one>’ childhood was entirely drab, 
amid'uricmploymcm in South Wales. She won 
a scholarship, but as her father was on the dole 
she could not take it up, and it was withdrawn. 

■  When she was 13 a man was charged with a 
I sexual offence against her. He was acquitted,
I but anyone acquainted with the sordid way in 
I which the law treats such offences can imagine 
I what an effect the proceedings would have on a 
I young and intelligent girl. Later she was sent 
I to an approved school, where the rigid discipline 
I and dreary, routine added another chapter of 
I disappointment and depression to this young life.

’ Married at 16 (it is said, in order to escape 
. from the approved school) the association was 

short-lived, and she went to London to seek 
"adventure”. What had our metropolitan civil
ization to offer her? The soullessness of modem 
"pleasure”, and the more sordid type of sexual 
association, without idealism or love. In short, 
one more disillusionment in a life already too 
full of frustration. Even Ernest Bevin could 
see this side, in his speech at Birmingham on 
January 16th: "Unemployment is a terrible 
thing. I look at that unfortunate case this 
week of that Welsh girl, and it has nude a great 
impression on me. A little girl of 13 in a 
Welsh home, full of ambition and energy, won 
a scholarship. Her father is on the dole, and 
now from that moment down to now die has 
gone wrong until she is under sentence of death. 
But remember, it started with the dole. It 
started with unemployment. It started with the 
most devastating thing, of all, frustration.”

H U LTE N ’S BACKGROUND

and

pretence far any chif8. When be baamSTTU!' 
trooper, he was submitted to special psvvJST*' 
cal conditioning by training courses dManro in 
eliminate human feelings of pity and cunuiune. 
lion. The laic General McNair, until recently' 
in charge of the training of all American troops, 
declared In a nation-wide broadcast: "Our sol
diers must have the fighting spirit. If you call 
that hating your enemies, then we must bate 
with every fibre of our being. We must lust 
for battle; oar object in life mast bo to kill. 
There need be no pangs of conscience . . . ” 
This is * the ’ philosophy to which Hultcn was 
subjected and specially trained.

The environment of Hulten and Betty Jones 
—which they could neither condition nor control 
—had defeated any aspirations they may have 
had. Thar lives frustrated them by their drab
ness. Their crime was indeed sordid; but what 
is one to say of the "solution” ? Detention, and 
the suspense of judicial proceedings during which 
they were urged by their advisers to denounce 
one another. And the outcome: cold, deliberate 
extraction by judicial hanging. People who 
read the press are shocked by the brutality of 
the murder. If they could clearly visualise the

'-“"•r Lumun

The support of de Gaulle and his re
actionary' policy is bound to lose the 
Communists a lot of the popularity 
they have in France. It is significant 
that the Movement of National Liber
ation which groups all the resistance 
organisations should have refused a 
fusion with the Front National which 
groups the Communist forces of the 
resistance.

All these machinations are carried 
out by power-hungry politicians while 
people are reduced to semi-starvation 
as in France or to famine conditions 
as in Italy, Greece and Poland. While 
friontiers are “adjusted” round green 
tables, riots are crushed by the police, 
hungry workers are shot, revolution
aries are put in prison by the thou
sand.

It is difficult to find reasons for 
optimism anywhere. The World 
Trade Union Congress now being held 
in London does not certainly offer <1 
demonstration of international solid
arity which could gi ve hope to man
kind. The representatives sitting there 
are rite faithful servants of the ruling 
classes whether capitalist or stalinist. 
Their decisions m il not be essentially 
different from those reached by the 
Big Three at their conference.

Wasn’t Churchill going to preside 
over the Conference?

Aren’t the Russian delegates Sta
lin's mouthpieces?

Didn’t the C.I.O. representative 
support Roosevelt’s election?
As for as the workers are concerned 
the two conferences might have been 
held together —  it  would not have 
made the slightest difference.
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ENGLISH JUSTICE

L ittle  Known English  A n a rch isth
ANARCHISM m England has many distin
guished forerunners—-men like Godwin» Shelley, 
Robert Owen and others. But I leave to more 
competent hands the task of writing the history 
of tins aspect of the Anarchist movement, and 
propose instead to place on record the lives of 
some of the lesser known pioneers of our move-

Of those of proletarian origin, Dan Chatter- 
ton stands out. He attracted more attention 
than others of his time, at least as far as men
tion in contemporary boohs goes. But he was 
very well known, not only in Hyde Park, hut 
also at all meetings of the advanced sections of 
the social movement, where he sold Freedom, 
and the Commonweal, but especially pushing the 
sale of his own little production Cha action's 
Atheistic Communistic Scorcher, of which the 
British Museum possesses a full set. He usually 
created both a sensation and considerable amuse
ment by rapidly announcing his paper as "An 
appeal to the half-starved, herring-gutted, pov
erty-stricken, parish-damned inhabitants of this 
dis-united kingdom”!

The paper appeared in pamphlet form when
ever he was able to issue it m various hinds of 
type and on varying kinds of paper. He us
ually held a meeting in Hyde Park, and then 
sold jus paper  !for there were no restrictions on 
the sole of literature in the Park m those days. 
It was also much easier to sell literature to an 
audience than it is now. Dan's language was 
always vigorous and he never failed to draw a 
crowd

Through the Scorcher ran his "Autobiography 
of Old Chat” which is a history of the struggles 
of his time, the scenes he witnessed, and his 
frequent challenges to Bishops and priests to 
debate with him. These last were mostly pre
ceded by an "Open Letter” stating why they

to see that they received the challenge, though 
I think that he had no success in drawing them

rder to get an impres

D a n  C h a tte r to n
Richard whitemg, in his once famous novel 

No. 5 John Street, makes Chaiterton one of his 
leading characters under the name of "Old *4%”, 
and says of his paper, "The journal, if /  may be 
pardoned the digression, has no circulation; yet 
ft supports *48, as he supports it. I t is bought 
as a curiosity at public meetings, and usually by 
persons who have in view an inexpensive dona
tion to the British Museum. Many who pur
chase it make the transaction an excuse for offer
ing the proprietor an alms. It ha$* every note 
of singularity. It is printed on paper of the 
texture commonly used for posters, and of the 
hue of anaemic blood. Its orthography is that 
of the first standard; its syntax aspires to the 
perfect freedom of the Anarchical ideal. I t is 
set up from a composite fount suggestive of the 
clearance of a jobbing printer*? dustbin, and 
contouring so undue a proportion of capitals that 
they sometimes have to take service out of their 
turn at the end of a word. It might appear to 
have a large staff, for no two of its articles are 
signed by the same name. “Brutus" writes the 
leader; “George Washington” supplies the re
ports of meetings; "William TelF 'gives reminis
cences of the Chartist rising; and “Cromwell” 
acts as agent for advertisements. To the uri
nated, however, these are but sq many incarna-

dovotod i  
the desire 
corpulcy,

These earlier issues are \ 
the extreme sharpness ol

John Henry Mackey, the GA 
poet , wrote a remarkable propel 
the London sociali
ed The Anarchists, m which there is a very goes 
pen-picture of "Old Char”. It pays tribute u 
his bravery and real for the cause. CheitertoOt 
always of the poor, was always for the poor, 
and he never shirked the fight. Origmd, end 
strong in character, he fought all his life for his 
class. Individualistic m temperament, he be
lieved that it was only in Communism that he 
could find liberty. A militant atheist, he was 
too logical to reject a government in lbs shies, 
and accept one on earth. He fought the politi
cian.as he fought the priest, for, os he oftetfsmd, 
"They are twin vultures hatched from the same

n Anarchist 
i  novel of 

mu of ike *Ws call-

M AT KAVANAQH.

DEFENCE OF THE DEVOLUTION
A NARCHISTS arc often asked their attitude towards mill- 

tsrion and the way in which they propose to drfrod gains 
which are made in a revolution. They are ajuazed fif«]y by 
pacifists who sty that the use of violence wiH (Meat the aims 
erf workers* control and working-class freedom; and seconffi by 
rhnse socialists who say thtotfthe revolution can only be defended 
f t  tblSeation of a so-called workers’ army which will be organ- 
S d fr tS T b o v e  with it. own officer, and vnU be essenmilly £ e  
same as the capitalist army of to-day. When we come -to ea- 
amKfl them, both these ideas amount to the same 
revolution has to be defended by force it mil no longer be a 
struggle for freedom and will not be capable of introducing the

ANARCHISM  AND PACIFISM
Anarchists are opposed to all wars,-the senseless massacre 

which it involves is completely inconsistent with our libertarian 
principles, especially so whim toyday it becomes total war 
against whole peoples regardless of their support or̂  responsibility 
for the war. The organisation of a modern war means that the 
•whole of the population is mobilised and the country goes "onto 
a hundred per cent, war economy. To such a state of affairs 
we can only declare our opposition, but this does not lead us 
to become pacifists. In fact, one of the reasons why we oppose 
the pacifists is because their position is in' effect to support the 
war so long as they are not involved in it. The difficulty in 
criticizing the pacifists is-in their completely muddle-headed 
approach to the problem, due to the fact that the pacifist move
ment is made up of all sorts of elements; middle class, Quakers, 
Catholics, Methodists and so on; socialists, pacifist-anarchists, 
vegetarians and a host of other beliefs. The only thing which 
unites them is their objection to violence, and this leads them 
to reject revolutionary violence by the workers at well as organ
ised imperialist warfare. Having classified all violence together 
as bad they are unable to distinguish between a war and a 
revolution, and when the Spanish workers rose against Franco 
they condemned their struggle—thus betraying their separation 
from working-class problems and their complete lack of class- 
consciousness. When the present war broke out the only choice 
for them-was between supporting the British war effort or ahow- 

' ing a Nazi victory; and thus the great majority of pacifist  ̂have 
been fitted into the British war machine in a way that does not 
hurt their consciences. Because they reject violence, the third 
alternative did not appear to them, that of a revolutionary 
struggle against the system which produces Nazism and war. 
They end up therefore as supporters by implication of the far 
greater menace of imperialist war. We can safely say that the 
great majority of pacifists have been in the position of supporting 
the war, they have consistently supported the power of the 
state, without which war would be impossible, but have rejected 
the idea of revolution to destroy the State. In the face o f all 
this it is not surprising to see how many of them have sup
ported the various ‘-peace by negotiation” proposals put forward 
by people like die Duke of Bedford and similar cliques, which 
means in effect playing into the hands of power politicians who 
would rirvide the fate of colonials and other peoples without 
even consulting them. To urge a capitalist government to' 
negotiate with Hitler not only implies recognition and support 
for the British ruling class, it also implicit recognition and sup
port for Hitler and his gang. It is very difficult to see bo* you 
can do a deal with Hitler without recognising his right to speak 
on of the whole of Germany, which means supporf for
Fascism in Germany. And it it difficult to see how you can 
urge s capitalist government to make a negotiated peace without 
in effect supporting their actions and agreemg to the suppression 

of and Indian workers. As anarchists we refuse to

There is a minority of revolutionary pacifists, who recog
nise the. elass set-up ih .scjdety and desire for a complete change
in thOecial-Afilim_-Their attitude is to advocate revolution
by non-violent methods, but the fact is that revolution is not 
something which can be planned and mapped out in advance, 
it arises from, the deep anger and discontent of the workers. 
The only thing that we can do in building our movement is to 
be prepared to turn a revolutionary situation into a real social 
revolution. To refuse to act on the side of the workers is to 
aid the counter revolution.

AGAINST l^ IL lfftlftS M
We agree with the pacifists in wanting, g world in which 

war and violence are abolished, but we recognise that the State 
itself is based-on violence. The power of any government finally 
depends on'the brute force of the police or military authorities, 
and .their ability.to enforce the will of the government, There- 
fort, in order to put an end to violence we must also put . an 
end to'the State machinery. Capitalist society breeds violipce 
by.it* very nature. Only in an anarchist society would the ideas 
of pacifism have any reality.

To .oppose the State is not enough. Anarchists are just as 
much opposed to the class society which produces the State, and _ 
we can only think of the social revolution' as something which 
destroys the capitalist system and replaces i t  by a society where 
property is held in common and industry is operated under 
workers’ control.- As much_as_we_w_ould lik—  
change-over in society al 
that the' capitalists will!____
being deprived of their privileges. Thtjj mil HPHHPOOHH  
in their power to smash any constructive efforts by the workers 
and armed force will be one of their chief means. We maintain I 
that in the face of capitalist violence the workers have a right 
to defend themselves. We do nor think that it is the use of I 
violence that corrupts men, but that it is power that turns ah 
honest man into a tyrant. While we agree that society can be 
transformed by a general strike in which the workers lock out 
the. boss-class, and begin production for social use instead of 
for private profit, we know from all experience of such situations 
in the past that the State, will defend its position as the executive I
people. In such a situation we should hav£ to choose whether 

and'so defend the revolution. For Anarchists at any rate the

I ships, land and workshops; those who made the revolution would 
be the ones who would defend it  They would not become an 

| army but would be m fact the workers in arms, who would go 
ken the fighting ceased. The anarchist 

91 ° i  Zapata in Mexico ■ 
1936 were of this nature.

In the Ukraine in 1917 a peasant force of ’’irregulars” 
faced the Whites and drove out allied and German backed 
armies from the South of Russia. The movement started as a 
small band of guerrillas and swelled into an insurgent force 
based on principles of voluntary co-operation. Similarly the 
movement in Mexico in 1920 was held together by the voluntary 
co-operation of workers and peasants keeping the Governmental 
forces put of the liberated regions. Although these two move
ments were based largely on the peasants, the Spanish Revolu
tion of 1936 took place in an industrialised country. It was 
the workers who started the resistance - to Franco, while the 
government spent its time talking. With a large anarcho- 
syndicalist influence the workers took over and ran industry and 
agriculture on cpUectiye lines. At the same time they created 
workers’ militia on lines of equality and freedom with no officer 
caste; it became an “army in pyeralls.” The militia was not 
highly disciplined; the anarchist slogan was “We must organise 
indiscipline” that is. they must organise on free lines. But they 
fought very well just because they knew that they had something 
to fight for. Naturally these methods would not be successful 
in a capitalist conscript army where the rank and file t 
merely as cannon-fodder, but h" ^Spain i

pline” was possible.
The disintegration of the Workers’ Militia in Spain was not 

due to their method of organisation, but was due . partly to the 
building up of a militarised army by the Popular Frontists and 
Stalinists which was used to destroy the revolutionary achieve
ments of the workers. Added to this was the isolation of the 
Spanish Anarcho-syndicalists who received very little help from 
the workers of other countries. When they were “indisciplined” 
the -ill-armed and poorly equipped Spanish workers fought 
against international Fascism in spite of internal dissentient 
but when the Popular Front had organised its “efficient” central
ised army it was unable to succeed. The fact is that the destruc
tion of the collectives and smashing up of the workers revolu
tionary achievements' by the Stalinists had destroyed also the 

workers, who realised that now they had far leas'to fight for.
that the 1 ■ learned from the j

THE DEFENCE OF THE 
REVOLUTION

We realise our duty to defend the gains made by the, 
workers, but we also realise our duty to expose aqd struggle 
against those who would erect a new kind of tyranny ̂ while 
pretending to be friends-of-• the revolution. The militarist “reyo- . 
lutionarips” say that the workers will need to be. organised into, 
a highly disciplined .and centralised army in qrd«; to defeat the 

: the disposal of the capitalist State. But we recognize 
• such' “workers’ army” woulq only make it possible 

______ruling class to climb into ipower. The, social revolu
tion cannot be fought along the lines of a struggle between two 
armies in the capitalist manner, the aoual fighting, can only 
be part of a whole campaign directed against capitalism, as a 
whole. The organisation of the actual fighting woiud-,arise from 
the initiative'of workers' themselves; frOm The 'factories, mines,

opie just as much as arc the" police, ^wrevolutiqn can oh 
_defegd^y^thejworkera keeping the means of defence i 

• of violence iExperience shows that

up of the c The struggle

that any such*

feud^wE; bJ ^  ‘l0D" h*t the
the social revolution into t 
of the armed workers must
countfies, who must first o f _____ ____ ___
measures are taken by other governments, doins f e g s S ?  
and active mtervention^against the shipment revolution

y ”ra*ure!dWof enarehie
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U n c o n d i t i o n a l
;~ ^ v i^ :s^ t iS u r r e n d e r

” -25^5222 W ° * 3 P B  dune his
Himmler’s Fourth Front

sf'yxng

^ r - V «  V irtu !”

d do justice to Brcn- 
H  A im  for low by

itu: »rÎ ' __incidentally paid for
taSSss *"avtJ*rid>—he did not claim the right 
in 8Q>* the Romans or to occupy the
to s t  *vjtothertnore> what was praiseworthy 
fou^ r eentkman’s character, was that he re- 
Z L S S  from commenting on Roman rule and on 
'^A tv ishnesa  and cowardice of A c Roman

To-<lay, same iwcnty-three oentuncs later, the 
”1 Jnited Democratic Nations'’ fling the law of 
the sword in the ̂  "face oi the oppressed people 
under Nazi ntie, in the shape of "unconditional 
surrender .  ̂ And because the suffering people 
cannot pay m gold and cash, they arc threatened 
•with deportation to England, America or Russia, 
where they will serve as labour slaves, and work 
as "volunteer co-operators'* for the ''generous** 
wage of seven shillings a week, or no wage at 
all.

If  these arc the real meaning and aims of the 
"unconditional surrender" policy—and it would 
appear to  be so—how then can we be surprised 
that the Germans are stubbornly defending their 
territory and fighting to the death rather than 
subnut to mass deportations? If the fate of the 
German people is likely to be that of slaves 
suffering and dying far from their native land, 
it is natural that they should prefer to suffer 
and die at home.

A refugee German 
Locb, addressing the 
banquet at the Savoy 
*  a <»uple of Labor, 

Mr,Green1
that

“WARNING” AGAINST 
POLITICAL ACTIVITIES 

BUT NOT FOR GENERAL 
SCOBIE!

M r. Prill asked the Secretary of State for 
W ar whether he is aware that A.C.I. No. 1527, 
o f 1944, which asserts that “it is an offence 
against K ing's Regulations for all ranks to per
mit their names to  be published for political 
purposes or to sign public petitions, circulars 
and appeals dealing with political matters, has 
no justification in law; and whether he will have 
this misrepresentation of the legal position with
drawn.

S ir | |  Grigg: The A.C.I. referred to does not 
make the assertion mentioned in the first pan  of 
the hon. and learned Member's Question. It 
says in effect that an officer or soldier who per
mits his name or opinion on a Service matter to 
be published for political purposes or adds, or 
allows his name to be handed to a public peti
tion, circular or appeal dealing with political 
matters, may be held to have contrave 
King's Regulations. The question wh< 
a particular instance there has been a contra' 
vendor, of those Regulations is one for deter
mination by the responsible military a'
The second part Of the Question, theref 
not arise.

not just a blackmailing threat?
S ir  Jf. Grigg: I t  is not in tl 

i t  is a warning.

opinions about minorities in Greece?

industrialist, Mr. Walter 
pests of honour at some 
Hotel—who happened to 
ite “ leaders**, Mr. Arthur 

H S S — J*®** Walker—boasted 
knot* kI  rn?ms. ^  ^  vinue—they 

how l0 obey”. The German '•industrial- 
- > nowever, did not himself appear to have 

much faith in such racial virtues, and hastened 
to suggest the intervention of the Britannic 
mailed fist, adding: “You should know bow to 
command” .

Not even Himmler, the chief of the Gestapo, 
believes in the servility of the German people.
It has been said that some years before the war 
he made the following statement: “In the event 
of war, we shall have a  land front, a sea front 
and an air front; we shall have also a fourth ! 
front, that of Germany herself, and this haemal 
theatre of tsar will be the decisive one**.

In order to hold down the conscripted people 
in the army as well as in the industrial field, 
Himmler has at his disposal an army of some 
4,000,000 gangsters (S-$:, Gestapo, etc.), to cope 
with any rebellion. Himmler knows that the 
only serious and permanent danger to all totali
tarian regimes comes from the masses* natural 
aspiration towards freedom, and not from the 
plots of dissatisfied generals or politicians.

The example set by Italy suffices to show that 
a totalitarian regime can be overthrown only by 
the popular will and not by plots or palace 
revolts. Plots can be dealt with: by Mussolini 
and Stalin, as well as by Hitler and Himmler.

It is well known that the Nazis are carefully 
organising for the extermination as hostages of 
large sections of the German people as well as 
of conquered peoples and of war prisoners, in 
readiness for the day when they will abandon 
the occupied territories.

I t  is obvious that when the Nazis will finally 
be reduced to their own national territory, they 
will use these hostages to barter for their own 
lives—and they will be all the more ferocious 
and merciless when the German people, the 
fourth front, the last entrenchment of the Nazis, 
will rise in revolt against their oppressors.

The Caill of the ‘‘Liberators”
For years the “ liberators** have been calling 

upon the people under Nazi rule to revolt. In
deed, the call is but a matter of routine, and 
when they do revolt, they are bombed from the 
air, as was the case with the workers of Milan, 
Turin and Genoa who were demonstrating 
against Badoglio, demanding peace; or they are

rTlffr^ .  ^  h®ek os the grounds tfc*? their 
n an g  R P ^rabtureT s ** the case with the 
wortcr* tit Warsaw; or they arc filtoed from the 

land and sea and harassed by famine, as 
the case with the workers of Athens, w'ho 

after liberating themselves from the yoke of the 
Nazis, demanded to control their own destiny.

To return to the German workers, it would 
be impossible to reproduce all the insults hurled 
against them by the self-styled labour “leaders" 
in order to justify the fat salaries which the 
bourgeoisie and the unthinking masses allow 
them. This venomous propaganda it  meant to 
side-trade the class struggle into racial and nat
ional antagonisms, and thus avert the danger 
of a social revolution and save capitalism and 
the British Empire.

The state of corruption of the Labour move
ment is best shown by quoting the capitalist 
press on the last annual Trades Union Congress. 
One headline taken at.random  (.Daily Sketch) 
reads: “All Germans Guilty— Says T .U .C ”

Indeed, the Labour “leaders" declared the 
whole German people responsible and guilty for 
this war—as well as for the 1914-18 one. But.

(coKtisjud <w p. -0

B u s in e s s  a s
The Indian Government has been m iking 

the headlines in the fmandal columns re
cently. Apparent^ h is making an offer to 
boy i n  miles o f n u h n y  owned by tbe 
Assam Railways and Trading Q l ,  the 
price that is mentioned is £1*770/300

Tbe news that this sale might come off 
has produced considerable activity amongst 
the business sharks. Just before the war 
the price of a unit erf the MA ”  stock was 
£14, to-day the same unit is priced at £ 106. 
And the **B”  stock, winch will only be paid 
oat after tbe “ A” is satisfied, has made even 
more startling gains. In 1942 it was priced 
at £$, to-day it stands at £66, this mci&Aes 
a trebling in value during the hist sax

U s u a l  W h i le  
I n d i a n s  S t a r v e

a* their lives. J*  1 
ers out of whose 
Government will 
A lot of imports 

during las

THE PRIC E THE M IXERS PAY
War Com moot ary has always attacked tbe 

vilcncss of tbe capitalist press mod tbeir propa
ganda against tbe coal miners as “ slackers**. 
Anarchists arc not like those comfortable com
mentators who— from their ciu broom arm
chairs— applaud the coercion oi men into a 
dangerous and underpaid industry. The 
struggle to live a full and developed life under 
the deadening conditions of wage slavery is 
something which wc know too well. Tbe 
ignorance and complacency of the well-to-do. 
whose prosperity and culture is founded on 
the misery and frustration of thousands of 
workers, is one of the most repellent aspects 
of the social injustice of to-day which we seek 
to replace with a free society of equality and 
comrades hi p.

An article in Picture Post ( 2 7 /1 /4 5 )  may 
perhaps bring home to supporters of the “ law 
and order" of capitalism some oi its conse
quence* for those whom the need for wages, 
and now the threat of Ministry of Labour 
Direction Orders as well, drives into the 
mines.

The Picture Post article tells how the eleven 
miners who made up the Glynncath Football 
team for 1929-1930 have subsequently fared. 
One man is dead (of pneumonia at the age of 
2 3 ) ,  three arc hopelessly injured, and the 
remaining seven arc totally or partially inca
pacitated by silicosis. Fifteen years ago they 
were all healthy athletic men; now not one 
of them is able to earn a full wage. And all

of them owe their present diaabifity apfl 
broken health to  dangers which arc common- 
pJaoe in the and which tssild be praetj.
colly eliminated if the g»iut.tk»n> of ooa) 

were M t determined by the needs of 
property and profit.

Three of the men arc injured by falls of the 
roofs two with injuries to  the * pixie, and one 
with a useless arm.

Seven have fallen victim to ssbcom**— “none 
lung" as it is grucsomcJy called—w disease 
caused by (be inhalation of fine particle* oi 
stone dust into tbe Jungs. It is mostly bw nl 
in anthracite mines, but ab o  M&ostm 
in certain types of quarry, some work n  
pottery* and most rapidly fatal of all. sand
blasters and steel grinders. (In  Sheffield the 
disease is known as “ grinders* disease >• 
The farther of two brothers in the football 
team died of silicosis at the age of 4ft . .  «

Though silicosis has long been recogniicd 
as an industrial disease, sufferers n*ed^ to have 
tbe greatest difficulty in getting certified, and 
so getting compensation. The position became 
finally untenable and the Government insti
tuted a Coal Mining Industry (Pneumoconio
sis) Compensation Scheme which came into 
force in July 1st. 1943. Even this is far 
from satisfactory. During the nrst year of 
the scheme, the Silicosis Medical Board re
ceived 4,762 applications for certification- Of 
these 1,328 were certified. 1.158 refused, and 
2,235 remain undecided stilL It is calculated

A

that the Sooth Wale* C as tteU  loses 2»OOQ 
men  a  year and will cumtimm to tin *** u e k u  
greater preventive measure* ore taken quickly- 

What happens to  those who tree disabled nr 
diseased by mining? Picture Post wsyst 
“ Cumpcmaitina  fear tfisahleqimMt to grift* in- 
adequate, in  the »^rr- ta to ta l fiisM uw rni

arc made on a baste rate of 3 9 /-  op an 5 5 /-  
ior the first 13 weeks of iocMpaotCy. and 65  / • 
thereafter, A widow receive* £490. nr £ 700  
u she has children.

“ In the ease of partial meapachy. the rate 
is based um tudf the difference between the 
miner’s earnings before the accident us 3 b c* o  
and what he is earning, or could theoretically

former wage was £5, and h i, wage on the new 
job M . his compensation would be 10 / —• 
Suppleiucuio,-) nllowpnr 1 would only add a 
shitting or two-*

Thus, in every gang, the victim has not 
only to hear the misiorruac of partial o r total 
drsahl.' m int, hut also has to fa$c a  lower 
weekly insotce. Instead of being compensated 
for misfortune, he has it rubbed in by a 
lowered standard oi living. Picture Post goes

fact, for the injury or illness at all. but only 
for the loss oi wages bceaasc of it. One man 
in this area lost an arm in the pit. but because 
be could stitl do bis forme/ ]<4>, he reserved
nothing at all,**

Picture Pent deserves thanks ior publishing 
this article, which will have opened the eyes 
of many to  the conditions which miners face 
dally throughout tb d t  working lives. Nor 
docs the writer omit to speak of Che comrade
ship and solidarity of the miners——one of 
those wish spins! mjurfccs in this football team 
would have escaped unharmed if he had not
rushed to savp a  hoy from a t**oi tall._This

“spirit finds expression gjgg only in sharing the 
dangers of the work, hot also in standing 
solidly together against the State and the 
eoaiowners in strike action, and in eases of 
M'u-t'.n,r,a»w»y The fate oi this teaxu explains 

co have learned to hate 
tg, and swear that their 
i> underground. Better 
chance with the rest of

why “ some of these a
everything about mini.
children shaill never |
they should take then
the world i 
and war.**

in the uni

THllfND S  A POLICE 
CHIEF

Angelo CMappc, the former police prefect, 
who was sentenced to death on December 23 on 
a  charge of intelligence with the enemy, was shot 
at S a .in. to-day in the courtyard of the Central 
JPrison a t Nimes. He was the brother of the 
late Paris prefect, Jean Chiappe, who died in . a 
*plane crash in 1942 while returning to Ms post 
a t  Beirut as High Commissioner under Vichy.

Manchester Guardian, 25/1/45.

THE iPRI<S© F LIBERATION 
IN FRANCE

France is to-day nearer to starvation level 
than a t any moment during the whole war. 
This near-famine was not what Frenchmen 
expected of liberation. Coming in 
month after the Allied arrival, it suggests a 
grave lack of Anglo-American foresight.

Though French rations arc, officially, much 
wbat they were under the Germans, they arc 
much less often obtainable. In no recent 
week bas an adult in Paris been sure of hxs 
four-and-a-balf ounces of sugar or his two 
ounces of fat. The daily average of calorics 
purchasable on the  open m arket, which was 
1,722 in October, had fallen to  1,418 in 
December. The January figure will be lower.

The very old and the very young suffer 
most. At N antcrrc. in the  famous home for 

aged, there  were 3 ,500 inmates a year 
ago, there  arc now only just over 2 ,000. The 
inadequate fat ration has been a death 
sentence. . ■•^^ 3 P P B |  ...

Two English visitors who called at a Pans 
m  January found that 17 babies had 

died of cold that morning.
The Observer, 4/2/45. 

In  other words the French people are econo
m ically worse off than they were under G er
m an rule. What explanation does Churchill 
offer for that? H e  can’ t blame E L A S  this

AT WORK AGAIN
Wc are very 

sorry to have 
to inform our 
readers in Eire 
and other neu
tral countries 
that the copies 
of War Com
mentary dated 
25th Novem
ber have been 
returned to us 

r— -̂r-y7i: - by the Chief
Censor. Wc don 't know what offended the 
sensibility  of the gentleman in question as no 
mosons arc given when literature is banned 

export. I f  we only knew what we should 
®o* say we would try  to mend our ways, or 
weald w e?

w h a t S Th e  f u s s  a b o u t ?
“The idea of meeting Communist leaders at a 

conference is most repugnant even to men as 
broadminded as The Regent of Greece.**

This is an extract .from a message sent by Mr. 
Leeper, British Ambassador in Athens, to Mr. 
Eden, and printed in_a WMte Paper issued last

_ JDaily-Mirror, 1/2/45.

This is a very tactless remark on, the part 
o f the British Ambassador. Surely if 
Phiirrhill and Roosevelt can meet the great
est Communist leader, Comrade Stalin, 
without feeling any repugnance the Regent 
o f  Greece should not be s o i u s s j r .__

IN BELGIUM
All the intense political activity, here takes 

place against a grim background. .The food 
position, allied with a fuel shortage of appalling 
magnitude, has now produced a crisis situation. 
Even the slender bread ration has been practir 
cally distributed, and the c^p le tecu jx ing  .off 
of electricity and gas during the day is adding 
to the hardships of the Brussels population,

Ib>« startling contrast has_ been the revival , in 
its grossest and most indecent form of the blade 
market. Well-known black market restaurants 
are open with eggs, chicken, rabbit, and coffee 
available. Meantime, the civilian hospitals aim- 
plain of totally inadequate supplies.

The blade market touts carry on their busi
ness openly. For coal the current blade market 
price k  about 10,000 francs per ton.

On Monday and Tuesday; in the biting 
weather, the plight of families in the working- 
class districts, under-nourished as they are and 
entirely without fuel, was pathetic. Fortunately 
Wednesday brought the thaw, and a welcome 
rise in the temperature has continued. Never- 
thless, it is impossible to overrate the seriousness 
of the present position..

The Observer, 4/2/45.

WHERE THE MONEY GOES
Trade Unions are. expected to. ^provide 

£120,000 of the Socialist Party’s fighting iund 
for the General E lection.. To ihe current in
come of Transport House .they contribute .£$ for 
every £1 contributed, by .Socialist political organ
isations. How many Parliamentary seats.. WiE 
be allotted them in reward for these lavish 
donations?*”^

Evening Standard, 2 /2 /45. 
While money subscribed by Trade Unionists 
is used in the parliamentary racket strikers 
are refused strike subsidy by  their unions.

MORE STRIKES AND 
UNEMPLOYMENT

Just over twice as many working days were 
lost through industrial disputes last year asin 1943.

The number of disputes involving stoppages 
of work was 2,185, compared with 1,785 in 
the previous year. - The number of workers 
involved was -830,000 against 560,000 in 
1943. Working- days--lost- last year totalled 
3,700,000, against 1,800,000 in 1943.

The coal industry accounted for more than 
half the -stoppages and for two-thirds of the 
number of days lost.

-October, saw a rise in-the number of unem
ployed— 9 3 3 0 0  compared with 86,500 in 
October; 1943.------. -Nezss- Chronicles 1/2/45.

RIOTS IN ITALY
More riots, have_ broken out in Italy— this 

time .in Graffiguana, near. Rome. Hundreds of 
people demonstrated pujside the town hall, pro
testing against. the appointment of the mayor, 
says.a message from. Rome.

The carabinieri were called out and fired on 
the_arowd. Six people were jwounded.

Bombs, were thrown._on Saturday in Naples 
and.Cagliari. Qne policeman was killed.

, zN.ezos^Chromcle, 23/1/45.

RUSSIAN ARITH METIC
The Russians, must- realise, that we are not all 

schoolchildren in. the. West. . If  we are a t times 
sceptical _ol Russian figures, and reports it is 
not necessarily, due.ia  ill-will b u t to the some
what extravagant conception o f. numerical accu
racy in Soviet military reports. For example, 
if one adds up Russia’s official figures of Ger
man losses they reach th e . staggering total of 
more than nine million killed and taken prisoner 
arid about 20 million wounded. Our only de
fence against sudi inflation^ is "constant sceptic
ism. Moscow might note that.

. Tribune, 2/2/45.

ITALIAN ARMISTICE
The Italian Government has informed the 

Allies that Italy can no longer comply with the 
financial-provisions of the, armistice.. The armis
tice terms , have not yet been-published, but it is 
understood that Italy  was to bear the cost of 
the occupation by the Allied armies. When the 
terms were, drawn up, however, it was not fore
seen that a long and exhausting war. would be 
fought on Italian soil,, and i t  is not surprising 
that the Italian Government is now asking fo r 
credits to enable it to 'carry on. The truth, is, 

_ that the situation in Italy is very bad.
Manchester Guardian, 2/JI/45.

ALL IS WELL IN AUSTRALIA
The question whether the Duke of Gloucester 

is to be regarded in Australia primarily as 
Royalty or as Governor-General seems to be 
setiledbv the procedure adopted at his swearing- 
in at Canberra.

When he leaves the converted and modernised 
squatter’s heme which is Ms official residence, 
Ms car will fly Ms own standard. When he 
returns after the ceremony which makes him 
Australia’s first Royal Governor-General, *h<- 
ear will fly that of the Governor-General. TMs 
will appear also on his airplanes (the Duke will 
have three at Ms disposal).

Nevertheless the Duke’s own standard will fly 
over Ms Canberra and Sydney residences.

Evening Standard, 30/1/45.

MOSCOW RIGHT WING 
ALLIES

Very late in the day 
some leading Poles are 
sharply realising the 
mistake (of thinking 
Thai Poland could be 
independent). This has 
been newly illustrated 

by a strong appeal made this week to Ms 
countrymen by M. Stamslaw Grabski in' a pam
phlet undo: the eloquent title ‘"Nil. Desperan- 
dum.” M. Grabski has for more than half a 
century been the leading light of the nationalist 
Right. He accompanied M . Mikolajezyk in his 
visits to 'Moscow last year and resigned from 
the chairmanship of the Polish National Council 
when Mikolajczyk left office. His pamplet is a 
firm and persuasive plea—the most outspoken so 
far—for a genuine and radical reconciliation 
with Russia. The plea is addressed primarily 
to the' Polish Right Wing; it is made from a 
purely nationalist viewpoint and it advocates the 
Polish frontier on the Neisse and the Oder: but 
it will undoubtedly strongly stir Polish public 
opinion.

Another instance .of the swing in favour of 
co-operation with Russia is the adherence of 
General Szeptydti to the Lublin Committee. 
General Szeptydti is one of the most prominent 
Polish generals and Minister of War in many 
Polish Governments. He, too, is of the Nation
alist Right Wing tendency.

:  ̂ Xhc Observers 4/2/45. 
While Stalin gains support amongst the re
actionaries in the countries he occupies the 
workers are submitted to the ruthless Soviet 
rul&

T hrough th e  P r e s s

WHO IS WHO '7
A point t:o remember is that ELAS is com-

posed of Tnxskyiict.
Get this cLear too.
Now you know why tbe DoUy Worker is so

strongly in 1:stvour of ELAS.
That too is why Joe Ststlin has been in the

huff with VCrmstaa Church!11, and has been so
long in fixing; up a meeting.

Joe Stalin did not know \vhat Winston Chur-
chill meant by sending arms to the Troiskyites.

Was it to enable the Trotskyites to fight the 
Communists?

Who, then, are the Trotskyites? Obviously, 
they are the people who commit all the atroci
ties ? But wait l

Mr. Eden threw further light on the matter 
when he came to speak: when he said: EAM 
does not exist any more, and what is left is just 
a hard Communist core,- or if you like; Trot- 
skyiie core.”

Obviously things axe getting more and more 
complicated.

Ikonoblast in Forward, 27/1/45.

JAILER COURSE FOR 
"LIBERATORS”

British officers who are to be placed in control 
of the German prison system are to take a 
course m penal administration in ' Wakefield 
Gaol, says the War Office.

When the course is over they will go to Lon
don to make a special, study of the German 
prison system.

Sunday Dispatch, . 28/1/45.

GOD IS ON OUR SIDE
...A hohy-decorated 

Christmas card printed 
with a prayer for fair 
weather for battle was 
given by General Pat
ton to all men in  the 
Third Army on Christ
mas Day. On one 
ade^ was a message 

I ifromT 'Paxton to Ms 
| mejfc

The prayer reads: 
“Almighty and most merciful Father, wc 

humbly beseech Thee of Thy great goodness 
to restrain these immoderate rains with which 
we have to contend. Grant ns fair weather 
for battle. Graciously hearken to us as sol
diers who »»H upon Thee that, armed with 
Thy power, wc may advahoc to victory and 
crush the oppression and wickedness of our 
enemies and establish Thy justice a mong men 
and nations. Amen.**

Since' Christmas Day there have been con
siderable spdls^of excellent weather on the Third 
Army front. Snow and frost, across which 
armour can operate, replaced rain and mud.

Exiening Standard, 18/1/45,
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Servicemen’s It eactf ons
Freedom  P ress R aid

From a Lieut, in Italy.
You don't know how  frustrated such an 

invasion of your office files, hom es, etc ., 
makes us feel out here w hen w e have sup
posedly left home four and a half years ago, 
and country tw o and a half years ago, to  
ensure that such things should not happen in 
England.

From the Navy.
I am rather disgusted at the treatm ent 

m eted out to you by Scotland Yard— they  
obviously consider that you  are establishing  
yourselves too firmly and every tim e you  
establish yourselves so far they w ill probably 
think up som e cat-m ouse m ethod of sending  
you back to  the com m encem ent again in the  
hope of tiring you out.

1 am not in full agreem ent w ith  your ideas 
but 1 must say that 1 consider it not only des
picable but crass im pertinence that in our so- 
called democracy they do. not consider anyone 
apart from  them selves mature enough or cap
able of analysing ideas and pronouncing jodg- 
m eut on them . W hat is so maddening is that 
these people do not even  seem  capable of this 
them selves. If they  were children they might 
be called nasty, selfish little bullies i as so- 
called adults I'm  afraid even  a sailor's lan
guage fails to  describe them .

Sub. lx . C.

Clashes with authorities
It is som e tim e now  since 1 last w rote to 

you but my interest in anarchism is still very 
much alive in spite o f being in  the forces for 
14 m ouths, in  face if anything my interest in 
the conquest for freedom  has increased during 
th is taac . I ’ve had the chance to ace for m y
self what this foul war is  realty being fought 
for.

I  have already had d ash es with the authori
ties about m y view s and have been told hi no 
uncertain way to  keep them  to  m yself. I 
think this as good enough proof that those in

authority don't w ant the rank and file to  do 
too  m uch thinking for th em selves.

Freedom Press pamphlets not 
returned.

L ast M onday the 22 n d  Jan ., the Squadron  
L eader returned all m y books and pam phlets 
excepting those w hich  are published by F ree
dom  P ress. H e said these w ere being held  
under D efen ce R egulation 9 4 a . I signed for  
th ose  I did receive in triplicate.

A couple o f w eek s ago a friend had h is • 
father's house searched in  D arlington by a 
policem an, a redcap and an officer. H e  w as 
searched also.

T hey  have been  trying to  m ake things 
awkward for m e here since I cam e out of 
detention . T hey chase m e all the tim e. O ne  
morning the sergeant said to  the fe llow s t " If  
any of these Anarchists or C om m unists com e
up to  you and say f - fatigues, f--------snow
shovelling, you punch him  on the nose. H e  
is trying to stir up trouble." W hat a low  
m entality he must have!

B.
[D efen ce  R egulation 9 4a  refers to seizure of 
printing presses. The squadron leader ob
viously didn't know  what he w as talking 
about.— Editors. ]

Further Searches.
Since the raid on your offices I have not 

received a copy o f War Com m entary. My 
nam e and address is probably in the hands 
of our "wonderful police force" and conse
quently rather out of reach. T w o of my 
friends are also in the sam e position.

Y ou w ill be interested to  know  that this 
eam p also had to  submit to a search and var
ious books w ere confiscated. The only light 
spot that I can see is that the government 
must be seared or such strong measures would 
not he put into effect.

W ishing you all the best in this N ew  Year.
S ., R .E .M .E .

TO BE READ 
READERS!

A  s rw i h  amounf o f publicity has been  
griran by the N ational Press to  the C .I.D . raids 
•u  Freedom  Press offices. Space considera
tion* make ic im possible for ns to reproduce  
(hear report, in this issue but we propose to  
do ao fas o  future issue o f War Commentary. 
M eanwhile all w e have to report at the tim e 

*» press is that moot of the literature 
*nd office equipment seized have been re- 
turuod. The notable exceptions seem  to  be 
lectors, addresses, etc., pertaining to  sorvioc-

We have had a number of letters in som e 
af whiuh render* com plain that they have not 
had War Commentary lo r  som e tim e, w hile  
h  other, advising ns that tw o  copies of each  
ia n t  have boca received 2 W e are not sur
prised since our affairs have, through no fault 
af aura, been conducted under moot difficult 
condition.. H ow ever, w ith the exception of 
i n n u i u t s ,  all oubsuribers* copies should go 
out correctly this issue and we therefore ask 
readers wh o have not received past issues of 
the paper to or  ad us a postcard indicating 
which insure faded la  reach them  and we shall 
give the matter immediate attention.

dr
P ar the purpeoc of compiling a com plete  

aooood of the nsahorjtisii contem pt for the 
Freedom of opinions and af the individual, 
we ask all readers who have been in any way 
affected by the raids aa Freedom  Press (such 
as qncstianang by the patter or through their 
amfdeyer or C-O., persona) oeoafhes. or having 
(hew tiinsniri seorehed). fto send us by REGIS- 
r U U J )  PO ST a detailed and accurate signed 
a a w a m  af what took pAaoc. Freedom of 
*paaak and a f Che written word is aomethiag 
which offsets ovary a s s  and a  au>an in the

FREEDOM PRESS 
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EXPERTS d is c u s s io n  O N  
C H T T / O r e i v j

A CONFERENCE of expert* bat been meet
ing in London to discuss the social 

tion and leisure of school children, â ld r ? UCS’ 
B. Strauss of St. Bartholomew’! H osp ita /’R ' 
expressed the view that there was a RrowinJ 
group of children who are incapable of lo v S l  
anything or anybody and who needed leader
ship: “A very large proportion of urban chil
dren are already on the fringe of that group, if 
they do not fit into it,” he said, “ i t  finds 
destruction easier and more pleasurable than 
creation.”  Dr. Strauss was not the only one 
to put forward such reactionary ideas, other 
speakers complained that children left school 
with the idea only of making money. Other 
speakers pointed out that children did not get

BY ALL Ol lt
country, as w ell as their children in the years 
to com e, and they are therefore doing a ser
vice to  the com m unity by assisting in giving 
publicity w hen these rights arc trampled on 
w hatever the authorities' pretext for so doing. 

i t
O ne final point. The law  docs ndt oblige 

you to m ake or sign statem ents if  requested 
to do so by a police officer. N or need you 
answer questions unless you want to of your 
own free w ill. T hese facts do not seem  to be 
generally know n. The authorities already 
have quite enough power w ithout adding to it 
the com m on m an's ignorance of his "rights" 
under the law .

The Necessity (or a 
Parallel Organization

The British trade unions have become such 
large and powerful bodies that the worker is 
urged to support them by all politicians. Once 
a thing gets sufficiently large, a politician with 
his eye on vote-catching, will always support it. 
The Daily Express for instance, has declared its 
belief that strong government depends on the 
Conservative Parly and the trade unions. The 
Trotskyists attack the labour bureaucracy more 
than anyone, but try to provide a "left** excuse 
to continue to support the unions,  their indus
trial set-up, the Militant Workers* Federation, 
being committeed to the policy of 100% rtjde 
unionism. The Liberals of old proclaimed 
themselves to be the party devoted to the protec
tion of trade union interests, while the Labour 
Parly was formed and financed for that very 
purpose. The Communists have implanted 
themselves in many quarters of the union bur
eaucracy in sufficient numbers at least to ensure 
that they never attach it seriously again. Even 
the Fascists used to cast out sops to the trade 
unions and say, at least when confronted with 
industrial workers, that they didn't oppose trade 
unionism.

Nevertheless the foes remains that in spite of 
politicians of all brands urging the already- 
organised workers into the unions and doing 
nothing about the unorganised workers, there is 
growing up a steady rift between the workers 
and the unions- To-day in all disputes the 
umou leader is on the side o f the bosses. He 
proclaims openly that he has nothing in common 
with she rgnk~amd-/ile, hut stands firm ly by the 
State and the employer. The strike is declared 

hut still ike strike takes place. The 
senke u diemus not merely the employer, it is 
also o strike egmast ike Stole, and furthermore 
it is a strike against the union bureaucracy.

So that mkoaeeer a strike takes place new 
farms af mg emu etiam are always created. The 
markets. hmu*sm mgoatsed they atoy have hern 
hefme *ad koueoer  sehd they retry have hern 
■ shoe srrm hanmt slogan “ 100% trade
imii'iiua***, km * so see akoeee she sask o f creasing 
mom sop*****ttom They ferm  moss aeeetmgs 
MR sht  fah  shea eon lake she inttusiwe in form- 
eng ..••«..*/> af markers Tha appeals go out 
las pamuety and heads for stnha prey, hut they 
sonnet moot oath a sates je ts my raeponsa sf lafi 
spam# rmt meant*- no th  laths of tO'Otdiaaesen 
thorn4 ho in me  ipt rp»<mmp- W4mm done skis im 
ply met the tatting op e f a pm all d  oeganuatson 
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they had the arms, and there were few  troops 
which the Government could rely on for police 
force duties.

To an extent many of the Canadian conscripts 
may be moved by French-Canadian nationalist 
feeling, but it is likely that that is not the only 
reason nor is that a reason which would appeal 
to all the conscripts concerned. The fact is 
that we are at the really war-weary stage of the 
caustŴ CK peoPl® are sick and tired of the holo- 
the tired Ct\  |CVen l*ic most ei°Quent oratory of 
The vnufK Z«mcn tti power fails to convince, 
clean bv the JSivX 1188 had its blood sucked 
i S S X t i  d S h & Z f * *  countries. Wc 
majority of those who h a v ^ “ te» .and J h.e 
best years are those who had noth in  hlSS 
war and will have nothing a f tS w ird a ^ fe  ^  
mg to the News Chronicle (26/ 1 / 45-) «̂ p’rd'

and the buiding of a society free from crime or 
punishment.

German Prisoners Obey!
|T  seems that all the speeches made' against 

Nazism, even those made only since Sep
tember 1939, have been of little avail in per
suading British farmers o f the vices of the Nazi 
svstem The farmers cried out against Italian 
prisoner-of-war labour, because the Italians ap- 
narently (with a good deal of intelligence) re
fused to work without decent iM t m n t ^ a  
certain amount to eat, and then . .. . QW_
to hurt themselves. The German »
ever, have been more indoctrinate 
principles of obedience and subjeclio • y 
were quite prepared to work much m .
ingly for a lot less, and all our good bM*&°** 
farmers are delighted with th e m — one t r

Anarchist Commentary
a fair deal and that all that was needed was 
for the children to be given an example. Said 
Mrs. E. M. Lowe: “We can very easily over
organise the child’s leasure. All we need to do 
is to give the child a lead in organising its 
leisure.”

Whatever conclusions these committees and 
conferences of experts may come to, they will 
not be able to solve the problem of child delin
quency unless they take into consideration the 
anti-social nature of the capitalist system under 
which the children are educated and brought up. 
What is the ideology of capitalism but. to make 
more money than the next man, and by the 
quickest possible way? And in wartime what 
chance has a child to develop love and con
structive ideas when all the resources of capital
ism are concentrated on destruction and hatred?

The highest honour which the present educa
tional system can offer to the child is to fly a 
bombing plane, and not only is this part of the 
school training, it is continued by special organ
isations like the A.T.C. Children don’t  need 
discipline to make them behave, they will res
pond to healthy surroundings, freedom and a 
constructive example in a way which will sur
prise all the experts, and will give some little 
example of the possibilities of a truly free 
society.

“Desertion”
THE Italians at home seem likewise to be un

impressed by Allied “liberation” . Accord
ing to the Manchester Guardian (26/1/45) the 
Italian call-up is not proving a success. “The 
big green call-up posters in Rome have been 
tom down and the word ‘Why?’ scribbled on 
them.” The home defence soldiers in Canada 
likewise seem to be asking “Why?” in no un
certain terms. They were told that they would 
not have to go overseas, and now overseas con
scription is in force they refuse to go. They 
have either returned home or staged stay-in 
strikes. The Press has tried to taunt them with 
the word “zombies”—but has not dared to fling 
the charge of cowardice, since the Government 
itself admits it was worried, not that the Cana
dian conscripts would not fight, but that they 
would start fighting right there at home, and

In d u a tria l N ew s 
in  B r ie f

•  MANCHESTER GAS STRIKE.
As reported in the last issue of "War Com

mentary", tha outcome of the strike of tha 364 gas 
workers was that tha manager of tha gas works 
paid tha fines of tha man who had bean jailed. 
By his action tha manager has in affect condemned 
the authorities responsible for tha arrest of the 
men and for tha subsequent stoppage of work.

Tha Manchester gas works must be an unusual 
sort of place, Davies tha manager told a "Daily 
Express" reporter that ha paid tha fines because 
ha loves tha gas works. O r parhaps he is a queer 
sort of men to  fell in love with a gas works.
•  HUMBER STRIKE

A strike testing from Jenuery 22nd until January 
31st, end involving 5,000 workers terminated with 
a promise of a joint conference involving the firm, 
trade union end employers association. The issue 
a t stake was the demand of the workers for re- 
instantement of a man who had been sacked and 
tha withdrawal of the firm's negotiator on ell 
matters arising with the shop stewards. The strike 
was unofficial and did not receive the becking of 
the union. It seems very doubtful whether the 
men will achieve satisfaction by the now much 
discredited method of arbitration.

•  1,500 AYRESHIRE MINERS STRIKE.
About 1,500 miners in the Daimeilingtan district 

of Ayrshire want on strike on January 29th. Their 
grievance is that though they sweet their guts out 
all day they are not receiving deliveries ef their 
coal allowances from the colliery.
•  STRIKES IN THE U.S.A.

Frances Perkins. U.S. Secretary of Labour has 
reported the number of strikes occurring lest year 
M .4,000. Despite the claims of tha American 
politicians, large numbers ef workers still find it 
nocessery to carry on the struggle for higher wages 
end batter conditions by the well tried strike 
weeaoa.
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12,000 to 13,000 U.S. soldiers are absent with
out leave in the European theatre of war”. 
“There are 1,723 men now awaiting trial on 
these charges and 70 to 80 are being picked up 
in Paris every day”.

In  Italy the numbers of deserters are so vast 
and so cosmopolitan that they have transformed 
the entire social scene within many Italian 
towns, entirely dependent on Black Market tran
sactions. The number of deserters in the fight
ing in Egypt and Africa has never been dis
closed. Vast numbers took to the desert, to be 
assisted by friendly Arabs, and include soldiers 
from both sides, many of whom have actually 
mingled with each other in their isolated 
bivouacs in the desert. Many years will elapse 
before even an inkling of the numbers involved 
can ever come to light.

In  industrial lands like ours there is one sure 
way of living, by crime, and so long as the Gov
ernment insists on driving conscripts to battle 
whether they like it-o r not and treating those 
who disappear like pariahs, it will encourage 
crime. That, surely, was the lesson of the U.S. 
paratrooper Hulten, who has recently been sen
tenced to death at the Old Bailey.

It is the State that is responsible, and it plans 
to re-enact the same tragedy with thousands and 
even millions of others. How many of the Cana
dian conscripts now fighting for their rights to 
stay at home, will loyally obey orders if they 
come over here? Those individuals weak 
enough to give in—will it not be possible that 
amongst them there will be some who will 
desert and finish the same way as Hulten?

Will it be any different after the war? What 
is going to happen to the thousands in Britain’s 
war-time jails? The old man tired of life who 
first of all talks about gigantic atrocities in 
Greece and then says “I  turn from the pink and 
ochre panorama of Athens and the Piraeus, scin
tillating with delicious life and plumed by the 
classic glories and endless miseries and triumphs 
of its history,” proclaims that so far as his 
Government is concerned, they will stay in jail. 
Our crowded jails, packed with people con
victed under purely war-time laws, are to stay 
packed. Offenders against the military and in
dustrial code will still be convicted. They will 
still round up “70 and 80 a day” for the glass
houses and brigs. There will still be the rebels 
against discipline forced into jail; there will still 
be those with a distaste for discipline forced into 
crime.

Can it be said that the total victory of any 
Government differs greatly from the total victory 
of any other Government? Only the Anarchists 
have the right answer: the fight against Gov
ernment, the struggle against authoritarianism,

w onyabout being used as cheap labour, 
the Germans don’t mind, and fit in much : 
perfectly with the views of 
Hitlers. our

fn_ J  ?f“war 18 worth five Italians” accord
ing to lress reports. The Italians seem to

but 
more 

home-grown

No wonder, there was such a campaign in the 
papers against the Italian prisoners^of-war. 
Curiously enough, it came from just those people 
who praised Mussolini realising that it needed 
a fascist dictator to discipline the masses of 
Italy. We need have no doubts that just the 
same sources that attacked the Italian prisoners- 
of-war will decide we need a Mussolini at home 
whenever the British workers study their own 
interests first.

CHURCHILL WEARS THE 
TROUSERS

“The preference given by the Soviet in this 
moment to the Balkan campaign cannot have 
only military reasons—as the British occupa
tion of Greece is not motivated by purely 
military considerations. The Allies are map
ping out spheres of influence. In a peace 
settlement it .is easier to confirm established 
facts than to establish new ones. The accom
plished fact will be Soviet influence through 
the Balkans and Poland, and British influence 
throughout the Mediterranean. Military argu
ments, sound as they appear to be, fit marvel
lously into political ambitions and plans.”

(Dorothy Thompson, New York Post, 
October 9th, 1944).

Louis Clair, who quotes the above in the 
November issue of the American Politics, adds:

. “ In this connection, a very significant episode 
has been almost completely overlooked. The 
preliminary Russo-Bulgarian armistice was 
signed on September 10th. However, a month 
later the Bulgarians had not yet evacuated the 
Greek province of Thrace. The Russians did 
not put any> pressure on the Bulgarians to this 
effect—on the contrary. The Bulgarian dele
gate in charge of the administration services was 
a prominent Stalinist very evidently taking his 
orders from Moscow. A look at the map will 
easily explain this curious situation, since Bul
garia is occupied by the Red Army, the Bulgar
ian occupation of Thrace means that for the first 
time the Russians have an-outlet to the Medi
terranean and have by-passed the Dardanelles. 
One day after Churchill arrived in Moscow it 
was announced that the Bulgarians had accepted 
Allied armistice terms and had evacuated 
Thrace! Churchill can be tough if he wants 
to. No wonder that ‘the announcement caused 
considerable relief in London, especially in Tory 
circles’.” (New York Times,  15/10/44).

UNCONDITIONAL SURRENDER
(Continued from p. 3)

in order to grasp the full meaning of their de
basement, we should couple this shameful deci
sion with the scandalous declaration of Mr. 
Ernest Bevin, Labourite Minister of Labour, at 
the recent Labour Party Conference. Speaking 
about British intervention in Greece, he revealed 
that this, criminal action had the full support of 
the Labour members of the Cabinet. I can do 
no better than to quote some extracts from this 
piece of Labourism:

“Anything I say,” declared Mr. Bevin, “will 
be with deliberation, because it must have an 
effect on our attitude to other countries besides 
Greece.

“I took part with my Socialist colleagues in 
the whole of these discussions going over nearly 
four years, trying to mark out the best way to 
handle these terrifying problems that would arise 
at the end of the war.

“The British Empire, whether we like it or 
not, cannot abandon its positions on the Medi
terranean. It is impossible for it to do so”.

On the other hand, here is a masterpiece of 
Stalinist propaganda which comes from Moscow 
and bears the signature of Ilya Ehrcnburg. The 
Manchester Guardian of July 24th. 1944, quot
ing the Red Star ,  reproduced the following state
ment by Ilya Ehrcnburg:

"We are not relying on any German; we are 
relying on tanks and shells. It would be wrong 
to think that this (The generals’ plot against 
Hitler.—fin.) is any sort of popular movement. 
I or a popular movement, there must be a people, 
out «u Germany to-day we see only millions of 
I rttae* and Uretchens, a rapacious, brainless 

alternately arrogant and cowardly, incap- 
anie of thought or fccung".

ludivruody slanderous Uut how I  
(telly StaUaUtl

home ingenuous people I  
|stuns and believe that the Imay sitU have Uiu* 

■ .it —- international mihiant
"Wisuq cats* siiti nave something 10 defend in 
Maun « Kuais. May this convuwc them that a 
regime wnnh uses such

ishment and destruction of the German people, 
will soon find it a very difficult undertaking to 
identify the Germans among the ruins of 
Europe.

To rescue the German people as well as the 
masses of hostages and prisoners of war now 
on the threshold of annihilation, the internat
ional working class must give immediately the 
maximum assistance to the fourth front, to the 
European peoples’ revolt of which Himmler is 
so fearful, we can give help, i f  we are deter
mined to force the armed democracies to keep 
their hands off the European revoludon; to show 
the war profiteers that we are ready to lay down 
tools if they do not immediately comply with 
our demand. We very often strike and strive 
for a sixpence wage increase. Let us also de
fend our fives and refuse to be murderers or 
murdered.

Freedom is not a present of tyrants to cow
ard and corrupt slaves, but a reward conquered 
by men who love to fight and five as free men.

A. CALTABIANO.

F R F F D O M  b o o k s h o p
132 Cheltenham Road, Bristol
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