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WE DESIRE THE MORAL 
ELEVATION OF ALL MEN; Wfc TO 
ACHIEVE A REVOLUTION WHICH WR& 
give to all LIBERTY AND WHLOBNG, 
and w e ARE CONVINCED that this 
CANNOT BE DONE FROM AfOVE §Y 
FORCE OF LAW AND DECREES, BUT 
MUST BE DONE BY THE CONSCIOUS 
WILL AND THE DIRECT ACTION OF
THOSE WHO DESIRE IT.

BRRICO MALATESTA.

Fort night It, 2d.

A YEAR of COURAGE and of BETRAYALS

1944—A Year of Betrayals

POLICE STILL HOLDING 
FREEDOM PRESS FILES !
Though four weeks have passed since 

Freedom Press offices were raided none of 
the goods seized have at the time of writing 
been returned by Scotland Yard. In fact, 
so far, not even an inventory o f the items 
seized has been sent to our solicitors. We 
mention this not so much to explain any 
delays and errors in dispatching War Com­
mentary and our publications to readers 
who sent orders at the time of the raid, but 
to show how it is possible under the pretext 
of obtaining information for one suspected 
offence to deal a blow which has no relation 
to the suspected offence and which can 
cause considerable inconvenience to the 
persons concerned.

Paragraph 2 of Defence Regulation 88A 
(the regulation under which the search war­
rants were issued states that “A person 
authorised by such warrant . . . may seize 
any article found in the premises . . . which 
he has reasonable ground for believing to 
be evidence o f the commission o f any such 
offence . , ....Now the suspected offence is 
covered by Defence Regulation 39A the gist 
of which is that no person shall endeavour 
to seduce from their duties persons in His 
Majesty’s service, etc. . . . The method 
used by Inspector Whitehead and his men 
to find the evidence was to empty the con­
tents from the different letter trays straight 
into sacks, seize invoices and account books 
which dealt entirely with transactions with 
bookshops and bundle them into sacks as 
well, seize the office typewriter and boxes 
containing stencils of addresses, letter books 
and other material without which it is vir­
tually impossible to run a concern like Free­
dom Press.

During the search at the homes of two 
comrades professional notes which had not 
the remotest connection with politics and 
accounts from business firms for-goods sup­
plied as well as the account books and 
publishers invoices for Freedom Bookshop 
Bristol were rem oved, such seizure presum­
ably being classified as “reasonable ground 
fo r  believing it to be evidence” ! It could 
be argued that it would have taken more 
than the five hours to sort out all the

material on the spot, but the fact remains 
than over four weeks have passed and the 
material seized is still in the hands of Scot­
land Yard. By retaining these documents 
they are making it extremely difficult for 
Freedom Press to carry on its “lawful busi­
ness”. Many subscribers will be without 
their copies of War Commentary; we have 
no means of sending out renewal notices. 
We are also in the unenviable position of 
not being able to send out accounts for 
money owing to Freedom Press which now 
runs into several hundred pounds sterling, 
nor have we details of payments made and 
to be made for goods received thereby 
jeopardising our credit with suppliers.

What means are there for redress? Our 
solicitors have written two letters to the 
Commissioner of Police explaining the 
position outlined above. As we expected, 
they have obtained no satisfaction; only a 
vague promise of an inventory o f the mater­
ial seized.

*
...Meanwhile the note which appeared in 
the last issue of War Commentary on the 
raid and of our having to move from Belsize 
Road has resulted in a very large number 
of letters from readers expressing their 
solidarity with us in this difficult period and 
their whole-hearted support for the work 
Freedom Press has been doing during these 
past years (see also Letters column on page 
4). These expressions of solidarity give us 
that added amount of determination requir­
ed to carry on when so many obstacles are 
being put in our way.

’■ To our readers in the Services who have
\ been subjected to the indignities of being 

searched and their reading matter confis­
cated we have little to say. Their letters to 
us, in which the outstanding feature it their 
determination to maintain their opinions in 
spite of threats and searches, show a spirit 
which is a source of inspiration and of hope 
for the future. And they can be sure that 
Freedom Press will not waver in its fight 
for the rights of Free Expression in the 
cause of that future society we all desire in 
which man will be really Free.

Fascists replace Fascist* in “ Liberated” Fur a pc
W ARS SELDO M  END in a way 
which is expected by the powers 
which initiate them. One has only to 
glance hack at the great wars of the 
last century to notice how popular 
feeling intervenes towards the close 
and introduces a new factor into the 
interplay of ruling class interests 
which had governed the main outlines 
of the earlier stages. The Napoleonic 
wars drew to their dose with the de­
termined attempts of the machine- 
breaking Luddites to stem the increas­
ing unemployment and fall in wages. 
They were followed by many years of 
active and hitter struggle on the part 
of of the English workers. The 
Franco-Prussian war of 1870 ended 
in the class war— with Thiers and the 
French ruling class joining hands with 
Bismarck and the Prussian armies to 
stamp out the Paris Commune of 
1871. The Russo-Japanese war of 
1904 brought on the first Russian Re­
volution of 1905, and the last war 
(1 9 1 4 -1 8 ) saw the imperialist rival­
ries of the Allies and the Central 
powers seriously modified by a whole 
series of working class uprisings. In 
1916 the Irish Rebellion; in 1917, the 
February and October Revolutions in 
Russia, and in 1918, the German and 
Hungarian Revolutions, and serious 
unrest in France and Britain.

The present war baa dragged on for 
five and a  half years without such 
dramatic intervention, and a pessimist 
might conclude that the ruling classes 
of to-day, fortified by the counter­
revolutionary technique of the past 
twenty-five years, are able to do what- 
even they like with a docile working 
class. 1944, however, gave certain 
indications that made such defeatism 
in the camp of those who struggle for 
freedom and justice seem unjustified. 
It will perhaps be as well to consider 
the last twelve months from this 
standpoint, for the pace of history is 
now so rapid that events of the great-I 
est importance to the workers are I 
easily forgotten.
M U TIN Y  IN  TH E G R EEK  N A VY

The present struggles in Greece 
give added significance to the mutiny 
in the Greek Forces at Cairo last 
spring Already then the emigre 
Greek Government sponsored by the 
British Cabinet was looked upon with 
so much suspicion that the Greek 
armed forces outside Greece mutinied 
as a protest against them, acting in 
solidarity with the indignation of the 
partisans on the mainland of Greece. 
The British Government foreshadow­
ed its contempt for the voice of the 
Greeks who were resisting the German 
occupation by employing the British 
Navy to crush their fellows in the 
Greek Navy. This event showed on 
the one hand the feelings of justice 
and the ideal of freedom which anim­
ated the Greek people both in and out­
side Greece; and on the other, the hos­
tility of the British Government of 
Churchill and Bevin for any manifes­
tation of popular feeling which does 
not chime in with the imperialist aims 
of the Allies. (Did not Bevin justify 
British intervention on the grounds
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that the Government could not permit 
the Greek events to throw be British 
Empire is  jeopardy?)

Already therefore the seppressioe 
of the Greek mutiny and its implied 
disregard of the opinion of the Greek 
working class resistance movement 
shows the class war between the rulers 
and the ruled breaking through the 
thin ideological red of the “ war for 
freedom”. As the year developed the 
rift between class forces came more 
and more to the front to culminate in 
the naked interventionist war at 
present raging against the G reek  resis­
tance movement.

IN D IA :  FA M IN E  SM O TH ER S  
U N R EST

In the background must not be for­
gotten the smouldering continent of 
India. The unrest felt by the Indians 
and their indignation at the savage 
irony of their being conscripted into 
the “ war fo r  freedom” waged by their 
imperialist gaolers has been checked 
in the most gruesome way. The hor­
rors of the still continuing Indian 
fam in e paralyses for the moment the 
struggle for Indian freedom. But it 
also underlines the rift between the 
population of India and their British 
rulers, and tears to sheds the myth of 
the “benefits”  which British rule 
brings to the stricken country. 19 4 4  
brought no dramatic events in India, 
perhaps, T>ut India remains the corner 
stone of the British Empire, a corner 
stone composed of four hundred mil­
lions whose hatred of Imperialism has 
been seared into their starved bodies 
by the past two years.
TH E D E A D LY  F A R C E  IN  IT A L Y

Italy, too, provides a deadly indict­
ment of the war aims of the Allies. 
While the Italian working class in the 
North conducted the most rniKfanf 
struggle against the occupying German 
armies—they forced the Nazis to nego­
tiate with a strike committee for the

What happened the next day o  reported 
in Reynolds News (7/1745) winch we 
quote below:

“What the defendants have done they 
maintain was right and in their interests as 
Trade Unionists. Whatever fine or costs 
are imposed will not be paid. Beyond that,
I have nothing to say.”

“This dramatic statement was n«<V jester- I 
day on behalf of 125 Waiier-on-Tyne ship­
yard boilermakers found “Guflry,” at New­
castle, of taking port m an illegal strike. 
The men were each fined £ 10. The alter­
native in each case was 31 days’ imprison­
ment.

In making the statement, Mr. Gerald 
Rutledge, solicitor for the men, said be had

first time Mace th e ir  access tit p tm e f 
twelve years ago— th eir fellows *  th e  
South were enduring the ’’’1 therm  son 
brought by British and A u e n e m  
buyout 11 Famine, with its attendants, 
epidemic disease and massive prostitu­
tion, have foBtrwtd the foot steps u  the 
liberators. And, despite the oppsia 
tiou of the entire lu f i t s  people, the 
A fies have everywhere kept in office 
the Fascist Prefects who th ereb y  domi­
nate every aspect of loca l d h ir s .

SU C C ESS O F TH E M A Q U IS
T h e  curly summer tsrw working 

d tss  force# everywhere gathering ts  
oust the German occupation forces. 
In Denmark and Norway tremendous 
strikes taxed to  the at aunt the Nazi 
and Quisling ns hag powers. Bat the 
most dramatic deveinpmeuts came m  
France where the M ap as everywhere 
deposed the German and Vichy auth­
orities, and cleared the rood before 
the invasion forces of D-day in Ju ne. 
The eeuti mriry of working class strug­
gle was provided by the thousands of 
Spanish militant# in the South of 
France who whulc-bcartcvBy jw a td  the 
liberating mart ani hi of the M w p k. 
What a contrast to  the early rap- 
proehement with General Frauen 
established by the Government  of 
General d e  CTanBr established mnre- 
over at a than when reports were rife 
o f Barest, even im u n ttiio n , in Spura 
itself! The spirit of the workers who 
freefy and spoutauously entered the 
Maquis. and without regard for self, 
waged the bitter and, in n apply of 
arms, unequal fight  against the anuses 
of Hitler and Vichy— their spirit typi­
fies the free initiative of insurrection* 
ary movements against tyranny. It  is 
the generous spirit of the it  rolatiou

W A R SA W : T H E  B E T R A Y A L
Before calling to mind the miserable 

manoeuvring# of the emigre politicians 
to  disarm these popular militias it is 
necessary to turn to  one of the most
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Boilermakers Lose Case
but not their
In the last issue cf War Commentary the 

issues involved in the Walker Naval Yard 
dispute were discussed at some length 
Since then summonses were served on 127 
boilermakers who had been locked oat for no 
less than ten weeks. On the day of the 
bearing several hundred boilermakers from 
Tyne and Blyth areas did not attend work 
in order to be able to express their solidarity 
with their fellow workers by demonstrating 
outside the Qty Police Court. The men 
were represented in court by Smirhriale, 
Rutledge & Co., who, in spite o f opposition 
from Dr. Chariesworth, prosecuting, suc­
ceeded in obtaining an adjournment of the 
case nntfl January 51k.

On January 5 th the men again appeared 
in Court and were found guilty of “unlaw­
fully taking part in a strike” and sentence 
was deferred until the following day at the 
suggestion of Mr. Rutledge, defending, so 
as to enable all the 505 men involved in 
the dispute to hold a meeting.

MEN REFUSE TO PAY FIN ES

determination
attended a meeting of all the workers in­
volved in the strike.

By 2 substantial majority, added Mr. 
Rnrfedgr, the men decided— and this bad 
nodsng to do with the particular cases be­
fore the court—that the present position 
most cmrifinr

He had been instructed to  put nothing 
forward hi mmgarion of the facts.

The chairman (M r. Joseph Robinson, 
<gad it was almost im possible to  exaggerate 
the seriousness of the offence.

The penalties having been announced, 
M r. Rutledge said that m the case of James 
Heywood Peterson,  of Jamsw, he gave 
ootke of appeal against conviction and 
sentence.9

It was announced in the Press ( n / r /45) 
rhar he was appealing against the ccxsvicrioa.

The Newcastle boOexmakers have cer- 
camlv maAr a grand for 2 principle and 
deserve  the support of all verriom of the 
working class.
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A  It ea r o f Courage 
and Betrayals

(continued from p. 1)
b ru ta l b e tra y a ls  o f hum an heroism  in 
history*— th e  secon d  m artyrd om  of 
W a rsa w . T h e  people o f P olan d , 
g ro an in g  u n d er th e ty ran n y  o f th e  
N a z is , listen ed  to  th e  prop agand a o ver 
th e  S o v iet rad io  urging them  to  rev o lt. 
W ith  th e  rap id  ad v an ce o f th e  R ed  
A rm ies a cro ss e a ste rn  P o lan d , th ey  
th o u g h t th e  tim e h ad  co m e, n ever 
d ream in g  th a t th e prom ised aid  w ould  
be d elib erately  w ithheld  from  th em . 
A cco rd in g ly  th e  people o f W arsaw  
ra ise d  th e  stan d ard  o f rev o lt as th e  
R u ssian s ap p roach ed  th e  e a ste rn  
su b u rb s. T h ey  o verp ow ered  th e G er­
m an g arriso n  and co n tro lled  th e c ity , 
an d  th e ir  a ctio n  w as ev ery w h ere a c ­
cla im ed . E v e ry w h e re , th a t is , excep t 
in  M o sco w . T h e rad io  w h ich  but a 
few  d ays b ack  had been urging a 
risin g , now  con dem ned  th e ir actio n  as 
“ crim in aP *. T h e  R ed  A rm y ’s rap id  
and v irtu ally  u nch eck ed  ad v an ce w as 
d iverted  to  th e  sou th  o f W arsaw , and  
S ta lin ist apologists ev ery w h ere  began  
explain in g th e  ch eck  in  term s o f m ili­
tary' n ecessity ', s tra te g y  an d  w h at n o t. 
T h e in h ab itan ts o f W arsaw  held  ou t 
fo r six ty -th ree  d ays. S can ty  supplies 
w ere dropped by th e  B ritish  and  
A m erican  A ir F o rce s— flying from  
B rita in , fo r th e S oviet G overnm ent 
had refused  to  a cco rd  th em  landing  
facilities fo r th is p u rp ose. F in ally  
they w ere overw helm ed and v irtu ally  
exterm in ated  by th e  G erm an  arm ies. 
N ever w as th e  co n tra st b etw een  w ork ­
ing class heroism  an d  th e  tre a ch e ry  
and callousn ess o f th e  ru lin g  class  
exh ib ited  m ore n ak ed ly.

The ditilitn^oancai of. the people of War. 
i n  when they realised their betrayal by the 
§£ wmlm cub he imagined. But what an in* 
tptratftoa to the worker* everywhere i« their 
4aeroUHHl rootmumor of the fight against 
irrrmhriimrng add* lor no le** than aucty-three 
gays. Betrayed* their refusal to capitulate 
even the iaaue waa hopeless, is simply
heroic. There is no ground for pessimism in 
the wneheca struggle here.

d isa r m in g  the partisans
The J

KtcnyU  
**p

wa| nstsKth* of the year saw the 
isdr hj the puppet governments set 

the A8i«* to Belgium* France and 
lu .tn , i s  diMrw the inert and women who 
had «u£SK-**iuI|y fought against the German 
UccmmSsh  ̂ fly their arms these partisans 
had Impd them ad vei l unloss they were dis- 
iriipod chair anhjryionn to mch m ien would 

be .u.jjuuSn That is the ruling class logic 
of ifsc d asn asn sst and thsbandmesa decrees. 
And tha ri iittlsf trlns* logso a s*  resutnnoe» 
N^cdlaa* la set, the pobtaual parties, from 
the right ts  the hmaalsst and Gnmniuiuit 
pariLws* «aa* no cbjia'fion in principle to the 
diMMnfctog Cflaer and order must he ynm rtod)* 
bM wd* rned ts  odrtrw k the matter wish 
lsu -o trA f mnamts fnr purges.. When the 
td ldioi aturnwH tsene ad d ) gaoled they would 
gLuti* adgr pp thotr aasna- f  ditjow ii otndd 
acTi prosdaNin flbe pmpie m area* .ns the solo 
guard agmnw rise thage, foe they Tlsn*fltw  
•oiighi posstM<a*, m tlw hiMtr waduncry* gf-noe 
fOTn the dca'siigr hutwcon the ruling mass 
t and ihew hongur* on, the ysitwtr^ao* o f «*U 
.shades I and the rocssKiftg howsm -was tumlnr-* 
lined.. In fares#?** ogam wMsSflwe devydnpssd* In 
helgNMUi the partisan* had hardly Hatm di*- 
arn*4xt> when cbe Lscrmaa* qs*adnd tt**. oaun* 
fry aafatn. this twur <■» mod a pefadatina dis- 
sm e f Jo (huh # *o  mwigri ndsw,

Tispoughooi ftfNHI thorvtser s c  cm: u urhnrs
nnlhn reread* sg sinst them reafcpre* nhcchnr 

Aais m Alfirel ha fats the roting ehnn haa 
to s t*aSrtf is  buIbiiw  -Its power* nut wtt'hmit 
the ralnabfr -aid af that Fdhb CmhMtoi*
the skorhimK- ate** pnhtttMd hwebswa* But th# 
sigrt4'h*Tr,>if wret romatns ghat ftta woshhig tnss* 
have taftw* to  mahs thnmsdsm .halt n  a 
hOM  tp the slw fang «d **«**#•

A HANHEMQCS 1HESI)
If teu^mos* m flmtat tad n dattmacwis u***S 

I  t ,  brftfflftfrif w  the an d o f N  »*»•«> *smdd 
.bt loirtaiod by o gat all ftf tita faar*
£;u«w nittbrnf stair retare- tac& *
revolt u ffldlrt >ir rooaWrel w*»k *imyuth> mid 
saslamarton .by vv.nrb»n» U p wmld 
*a#b a foseh s m tf be dtmdor and a m s a *  
Ac (he fuitag olnsst h wtadft Sttmubdi tta  
t*,*.* «f 9P«alv ovmrmlHfdi add B m n d  imd 
the i> s j u t a *  i t a  sror |» nnommav R* « 
odMimi of M vpwvl mrtidnsriat ambum la 
thu A ^cd oMnptims .in snfuartlbrti ■ Tim A lb  * 
th+'+* lure am laspssbM  b i nd*»mm-; 'bm i nodb 
«■ *e«^4t 'no dhr pan df tb« -€*»■?uses ps opfe. 
On ■gvory noefdlds occssiac ttmi tdnim thud 
the whalr Germe# .pcn|de mad baof ipa B mB, 
af the Nasi party id they tpe* fodiilidly 
sabbad by the l*o***.« of the They
'htt the mam mriftlh etrochy stutyss, The* stag* 
at oatbmd. to alicncta the eympatby df the 
Ibttish worbrrs f « u i  thru 1 taboo - worker* In 
Germany wba far iwctva bowg year* hare bum  
■Wrvyeed k  the Tatatitoeion Nosi hsete- But 
the lessons art atemv BalSag duss lymmty h  
utf i r« Mia aid Fcavdam from that tyranny 
* * h  aaly hr acbsBvrd by intensMiwnol working 
d m  u f lh r ib ,  i» « 4  bns ahaarn (ha wswc 
m  h* hainaan walking doe* rasb t — » .nod 
tmrrs wbethm Qmmtsm m  <Mhddg m  Aided. 
I n *  peesem war wBI nat' ha the feael war 

'• ■ ^ • h n  tyanuny « f  tadm . and Us* htafte is  
•MfltuMed lo t tn«a la  «h« Irar sBii<akl> of 
v « k < «  «i ift kmdfe

THE association of individuals in a revolutionary organ­
isation with the purpose of propagating anarchism 

is incomplete unless it is realised that side by side with 
an emphasis for a change in the political and economic 
structure of society there should be an insistence on a 
complete reconstruction of attitude towards education. 
The most oppressed member of society is the child, a 
condition which has remained unchanged for centuries. 
Although in those countries generally accepted as civilised 
the body and mind of the child is no longer distorted by 
physical labour there is no doubt that the child is frus­
trated in its struggle for self-expression by an educational 
system cxpressedly designed to condition the child for 
service in existing society, in short, to fulfil the require­
ments of the ruling class or group.

The next requirement is to set a date *t the termination 
i j j j te  nationally stem and to tabulate (g) which should be an
^ * n . L ' r r '™ !L ui!,d'™*';d,Dg wherein <!* am  t*- 
s S  X or f̂ ; cYn t  ,Ddis
birthright. ®r c » a * l  structure, as its

T H E PRIiSENTATION OF HISTORY
of a child’s

adoption of supposed -̂ enlightened book*8 fcS m S iL '^ L md^  
within Education Coanmitt^^T^'1̂  °* influential 

ni-informed S X ' , 1! " ' :  The* 
hut ^ h c  "r^ .lis<5 who put 
Empire-hu'ildinghno geogr.phy, and the
»nT nationB] righteousness otements into hrerarr. S uS ”^ '  
teots have been the commonplace, especwlly n  regards a *  
d S L a ty  schools. In so a,! n»tcen there re ,  very eriden, 
S I ?  relartig to nationalities and claw s. Although deliberate

against rime and aumbm m  the oat ban4 an i 9be. nBBiIRfiMr 
devices of d e  education authcxitT qg jfee ocher Mmi finnKiiani 
and progresave sdbool-ieadbers wall admit dan (kg arnnkgr 
school curriculum is as vdnous o» the tuwar m  A »  to the 
pupil, 'aith equally frustrating rcmks. It is liysl&imMfgs  m 
orthodox eduemon it is in the onhmbhy i inn ifBt ^ i b r  
dry with its lestricod fresh air and sunbfte. a n d ie w e i* ^  
conglomeearion of houaes and fsew m ^ o m  w m m m *
nmity to acqume knowledge and in m&noet r?  *® t^ u *****  
series of examinaoons, exists. « _ .

The obvious environment fora growing
I it? edncBaonal isam m  txx 

QggBC ILiOi IV.ua— (w
pose a ban on such a healthy exisanoe
clam families-. Although oar sysretn of education m aiies>. ^  
much to be desired, the primitive tendencies m wmssf 
r f * l  achoois advances the need for for more (kaattc iw w r o -  

^  ucntraliss religious and superslitioas b a l f  xtBUSun- 
”*” ren vktiinbed and often ocmaaaed by a arhefle mOsyt

side or small town— is restricted in

AM ANARCHIST APPROACH TO EDUCATION
From the first day of the infant’s awareness of things, 

the danger of assuming some of the accepted constitutional 
notions of its parents is apparent, but it is the child’s 
introduction to school which marks the beginning of the 
scientific training which is necessary for its life-long sup­
port of authoritarian culture. This baptism, this total 
immersion of the child, into a religion which makes power 
its god, exploitation of one’s fellow man one of its com­
mandments, must be countered by the effort on the part of 
Anarchists not only to resist within the present educational 
system but to present a constructive method of education 
which will be suitable for all children, especially those of 
the working classes. Until such a plan, one which will 
give opportunity to the humblest child, the child bom 
into the stagnancy of over-crowded slums, whose play­
ground is the slimy riverside or the dingy streets of an 
industrial town, is an integral part of our policy, then 
Anarchist philosophy remains incomplete. It  seems clear 
that unless an attempt to adopt a new attitude to educa­
tional methods is accompanied by a radical change in the 
structure^ of society, that attempt, although possessing 
ideas which may permeate existing society, and create an 
awareness for change, in its ultimate interpretation, that 
of becoming an integral part of a healthy social structure, 
is impossible. Like all other necessities, such as social 
sciences, scientific inventions, etc., the most progressive 
ideas in education have never been universally adopted. 
Educational scope, expands only in proportion to the re­
quirements of the managers of finance, industry, and 
commerce. They by experience have found that an ex­
pansion of education is necessary for the successful func­
tioning of their undertakings. Evangelical educators of 
the past have been particularly insistent on the restriction 
of an expansion of popular education and therefore paved 
the way to a general and almost immovable State system.

In the early nineteenth century, such people as Dr. Parr, 
who advised caution in the extension of popular education since 
the Diety himself had fixed a great ^ulf between the aristocracy 
and the poor, held great sway in the support of authoritarian 
ideas. Hannah More wished that the poor be able to read 
their Bible and qualify for domestic duty, but not to write or 
be able to read Tom Paine, or to be encouraged to rise above 
their position. School societies prohibited the reading of every 
lesson-book except the Bible. Two critics of that period were 
William Cobbett, who denounced such education as the indoc­
trination of the poor with the principles of submission to 
authority, and Thomas Hodgkin, who scornfully referred to an 
educational training for the yoke.

In the seventeenth century only commercial arithmetic was 
taught in England, but with the increasing industrial application 
of science and machinery, there arose the necessity for technical 
education, and the more far-sighted employers further assisted 
the Mechanics’ Institutes to provide hobbies and harmless 
general studies. When elementary education finally became 
free, general and compulsory in 1891, only the farmers and 
squires were alarmed. Their fears would probably have dimin­
ished also had they foreseen that although the workers could 
read, at a later date the State could so flood society with propa­
ganda by newspaper and radio that truth would remain as 
obscure as ever. For convenient reference it is as well to refer 
to C  Birchenough’s ’’History of Elementary Education”, in 
which he tabulates educational phases as follows:

fo) Philanthropic period 1800-1833.
(g) Period of incipient State action 1833-1847.
(c) Period of supervision 1847-1870.
(d) Period of partition 1870-1902.
(s) Annexation under municipal control 1902-1914.
(/) The national system.

mis-statement of facts are rare, a more , - , .  undue
tendency, that of the He by inference, is f
attention is usually given to the home country, _ ^
other nations withheld or explained along the Iu*es _  . ,
superiorities. The particular Empire is glorified, but 
by which it is acquired remain obscured, whilst its p ,
is given with incorrect or inadequate description. Attra 
told patriotic legends usually conceal the ghastly realties at * 
The prevailing style of many historical books is picturesque a 
powerfully attractive, portraying Anglo-Saxon pioneering 
struggles with the "lesser breeds”. Such factors 
to the outbreak of the Great War, our domination of India witn 
particular emphasis on the Indian Mutiny (known to Indians 
as the Indian War of Independence) form unique examples in 
as far as the amount of material left out is enormous.

As regards class issues, gross misinterpretations are recorded 
in matters relating to the Peasants’ Revolt, Poor Laws and 
radical agitations. Over-emphatic references- to “the mob 
reveal the bias of those dealing with the French Revolution. 
Chartist riots are either grossly misinterpreted or singled out for 
special criticism. Of matters relating to social progress. 
Factory Acts, Education, Trade Unions, etc., there is compara­
tively little detail given. The General Strike has often 
represented as “menacing the existing Constitution” and held 
to be of sinister significance to the country as a whole. Such 
has been the ill-concealed tendencies of-education. Its effect can 
be gauged by a statement written by Professor Graham Wallace 
in an introduction to a book by Bertrand Russell, 1930. He 
writes: “Though systems of education professing to teach men 
and women how to think have been in use in Europe for 
perhaps 3,000 years, we have not yet readied that degree of 
success which would be shown if most educated people came to 
much the same conclusion on the great problems oif life from 
the study of the same evidence. Everywhere you have rebels; but 
90% of French or American students of history come to French 
or American conclusions, and 85% of English students come 
to English conclusions; 80% of Eton boys hold Eton political 
opinions all their -lives?’

In the same book Russell argues that such teaching is all 
too effective in making bad human beings. He asserts it as 
teaching the young to die in battle for capitalist dividends.

The importance of the role which education plays in 
moulding character cannot be over-emphasised. H . G. Wells 
once claimed that “The driving force that makes either war or 
peace is engendered when the young are taught. The teacher, 
whether mother, priest or schoolmaster, is the real maker of 
history—rulers, statesmen, and soldiers do but work out the 
possibilities of co-operation or conflict the teacher creates. The 
politicians and the masses of bur time dance on the wires of 
their early education.”

CHAOS IN MODERN EDUCATION
It is not to be denied that a certain progress has been made 

in the form of general education, but it is a progress with a 
very slow impetus, one which has been sluggishly combatted 
all the way. The happiness of pupils to-day, the amount of 
truth they imbibe at school, is mainly due to individualist 
tumrs; those teachers who seek a more detailed and critical 
analysis of social and historical matters, who risk their jobs to 
bring reality into the class-room, who really set out to respect 
the wishes and desires of the pupil. When classes consist of 
between thirty to forty children, specialised training is largely 
impossible, but there are enthusiastic teachers who struggle
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for some petty offence. Under t W  , 
comes a covering phrase wak no mId 1^T” QQ"*_ed< 
isation has always been a tenet of the 
than that this is imperative in the 
native smictun^ is Its need in the 
of education. From the past we learn chatwafaB 
sisted that the type of scholarship most desirable «u  
was most remote from the practical and pbvncal 
life. The intellectuals were occupied in debating cc*i»ka 
problems of theology and logic, also interpreting Divine 
Mediaeval religious tradition then had a grip oh tte  Hghet* 
centres of learning. To a large extent it gnp.
From this has come the time-honoured assumption that 
will always be those who rule and those that are riHrt Wc 
see that the determined mission of the State schools Is an 
instruct the working-class to the exact point u  which 
instruction makes them adequate dozens, withoos arousing 
intellectual abilities sufficiently to enable them to 
menace to the authoritarian culture of the ruling-dtas. The 
middle- and upper-classes have been instrumental in oppeeag 
expenditure on State education, maintaining that an onenaian 
of education tended to make people restive. Their fears ho— cr 
have been unfounded, for State education has been the dominant 
feature in the success of the ruling-daw in keeping the towu* 
classes within their restricted environment. So effective has it 
been that the almost general acceptance of class snobbery l«* 
made the social system in England unique. To emphaose the 
effect of religious tradition it is interesting to note that half of 
the schools in this country are controlled by the Anglican or 
Catholic Churches, the religious denomination having full control 
of its staffing and policy.

Improvements have been made during the last decade in 
the construction of school buildings .and their equipment. How­
ever, the institutionalised form of education remains—-a retttio- 
tive fonnulative training which exacts a strain on the young 
child, the effects of which are rarely dispelled during its lifetime. 
The existing scholarship standard, crammed into the ear best 
years at school, which by a system of economic necessity forces 
a child to finish learning before Its mind is fully developed, are 
an intense strain at a time when leisure and the voluntary in­
clination to do creative things should .be sympathetically encour­
aged. It can be argued that by scholarships any chad can 
graduate from an elementary school to a university. That is so 
if the child suppresses all its natural instincts, becomes an 
automatic knowledge-cramming robot, and of course providing 
its parents can afford to keep it during the lengthy period of iu 
education.

Unless education can be bought the State the
parent to send the child to a State school— r iw  hrwy Imie 
choice of schools— fortune favouring only those who happen to 
live in close proximity to a school which hat a little mote to 
offer than the general trend. Generally the working-class 
parents have no clear and concise idea of the type of education 
which is most suitable for their child. To attain a job in the 
subsidiary administrative and commercial departments of society 
where wages are the incentive, a great deal of superficial Jearn^ 
ing is necessary— to obtain a job in a factory or on the 
far more healthy and a great deal more creative, a lesser 
tion is necessary; its attendant rides, which have by force of 
necessity to be accepted in a majority of cases, are employment 
according to the prosperity jo t  depression of a particular industry 
and a never-ending struggle for a living wage in the labour 
market.

The evils of State education are apparent. Within its 
framework begins the mechanisation of the child-mind, its sup­
pression to traditional social forms, forms which have for ever 
proven their inability to cater for a happy and peace-abiding 
community. A change is desirable, to Anarchists imperative, h  
is for ns to -discover the most applicable form which education 
should take so that an effort at its establishment should be 
made individually in the present society, and universally fo 
the society for which all Anarchists propagate.

RONALD AVERY.
(To b* continued)

Count Sforzu’s
CPEAKING in the House of Commons on Fri- 
** day, December 1st, Mr. Eden—as was 
reported in the wbok press—explained the 
reawoni for Bretrefa intervention in Italian poii- 

Hr stated dm  the British Govcrnmem 
objeered so Count Sforxa as Italian Foreign 
MicnMei* because “he had been working agaiast 
the GorarnoMMu of Signor Bonwat, who himself 
has 0mm  k>y*i support and has fulfilled all his 
tiblniatafct aowrds gp*,

ms.. .Kdre* had anfiid hti attack upon
C u m  l&KjHh adKaB 'hffioor ftcaaomi rushed to 
tike aasrew <p his aid’ ininad and coUaasus, da- 
•rkwiqg, (has "CoiMi tidwnla never undtarm&aed 
hu fw.ifcWMai/* just mthram*$ IBs iMhef tu 
htoore*# hhMkfhifll̂ * *

Having tiduBa .(has iBadri* vufl a
liut oflMawii $d BareI hkiMiMPur# lot ns throw a 
iadhfcgN #|mil m* ■petuktiA faeued of the <we 
jpraataiaaii id o ia f w  h? Mr - k.dwfi.

o u h tiH ii's  R i^ u r d

-W *«r fwgarer BGNOMf, a % ao * M ug# *  
M Vt* M i l  CrerenmM  trims Mun«t*r 
fit natts ayBHspsd Jbihb ahi haesajuar s* 

ai hia $&>*■

bands and organised “punitive expeditions’.
” . . .  In July, 19-21, the Fascists had be­

come 150,000, and the labour and sacrifices 
borne by die Italian working class tor half 
a century in their effort to achieve a higher 
material and moral standard were nearly all 
set at noiudu.

“ . .  .O f all Italian political men now living, 
Bonomi is ̂  the most responsible for the Fascist 
movement'and for the destruction of free in- 
stiiutions in Italy.

64 . . . In the political election of May, 
1921, Bonomi took part, together with Fas- 
ciati, in the so-called ’national Use*, In the 
province oi Mantove. He {amid His mi nil’ 
urrisd fftMor-car to ibe Faaritu who needed 
it lea a ‘puitiiivt expedition’, and he appeared 
before the electors on the amttttgnittg pit*** 
forms, by the side of Roberto Fsrinaccv*. 
Tfaflf is fhe man whom Mr Bdcn is praising 

ir Ids “foyei support”-

it is also certain that to-day I  feel it my pro­
found duty to demonstrate that, not only is 
there no opposition in my heart, but that on 
the contrary it is my desire to co-operate in as 
much as it is eciihin my pother scithout feel­
ing humbled thereby*\

(Our italics).
To-day everyone can see— without having to 

be a great diplomat— that disaster occurred, not 
because Musaolini’s Government was short-lived, 
but because it was “long-lived and happy” . . . 
and if the desired “co-operation” did not take 
place, it was because of Mussolini's refusal.

gave Mussolini, and to prepare the way for 
more profiiabk business. But Count Sforza 
finds it impossible to please, at one and the same 
time, the Mazrini .Society and tbe Foreign Office. 
Very likely he has overstepped on British cer- 
tritory, thus creating an modern of imperialist 
frontiers and compelling Mr. Eden to declare 
him an undesirable “Italian Foreign Minister”.

Count Sforza is serving the M&zzmi Society; 
Signor Bonomi is giving loyal support to Mr. 
Eden; Signer Togliatti is Stalin’s agent. Who 
is defending the interests of the Italian people? 
Nobody!
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Hit! Role of The Mtizzini
Society

The fact remains that Count Sforaa, spon­
sored by tta Mazrini Society of New York has 
bean brought to Italy from the United States 
by special plant* with the approval of the 
Foreign Office and with knul blowing of demo­
cratic irumptu, while outstanding Italian anti- 
F u titu  have been denied up to now the posti- 
bihty of returnmc to ttacr country. This 
M uaHi bodtiy is an old patriotic society which, 
in spite of its osom, is neither republican nor 
sodaiitt, but catholic, monarchist and patriotic, 
and whose main activities consist fit furthering 
the interests of Italian beg buaincts in the Siaiet. 
Their member* are “good Italians” in so far as 
being “good itabaju” provided them with an 
oprenaaity of making “good business” with 
Italy Among the member* of this racpcctable 
Hodeiy v t migh( find lawyers seeking for ctam s, 
Ptnaw aa cheasa imporem seehantlor firms to 
repreatnt, and even money-leaders. These
people, during the last twenty years, have done 
rood busiivcvi with Fascist rtaiy and provided 
Mussolini with plenty of money to pey for Ike 
cKpenwtt of his arts of banditry against the 
I taken mop la, as also against the Ethiopians. 
Spaitaraa* Greeks, Albanians, French and 
Bhiith

It was the Maxriiu Society which sent Count 
Storm  to Italy as their representative, in order 
to make the Italita people forge1 (be hefo they

The pitiable scramble of these so-called great 
men for strategical economic positions is reduced 
to its right proportions in the fight of the great 
events of Brussels and Athens. What will be 
the real value of the obligations assumed by 
there gentlemen in the name of the Italian 
people and on behalf of a foreign power. Thss 
is a matter to be decided by the Italian poopie 
themselves when they will have the opportunny 
of taking their destiny in their own hands.

A. CALTABIANO.

GLASGOW WORKERS' 
COUNCIL

At a Mass ftotest Meeting in Cental -Hags, 
Glasgow, the following resolution was -earned 
unanimously: -—
(1) That this mass meeting of Glasgow workers 

of all shades of opinion protests most ® *  
phatkally against the British Govenunent's 
um of violence again«  the Greek paofde.

(2) We demand the withdrawal of British troops 
freon Greece.

(3) We also demand the n a p a * ®  of the re- 
actionary government who tare “fcCTC 
men to kill and dieagainrt d w ™ *

K. FULTON,
SWMM,
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F o r c e s  C o r n e r

Since 1775, taken G eorge th e T hird’s  reg*-' 
w aits m arched- out on their fru itless expedition*, 
against those.A m erican  colon ists eoho 
challenge the suprem acy o f H is ^ aJffP g^ oelop- 
crnm cnt, the B ritish Arm y has E f^ ^ jg a p s tot­
ed  u  counterrevolu tionary r r e d ir io ^ P ' ’ 
equalled by any othffC in th e field

T he arm ies o f fra n c*  (in  1793)
against the y ou n g ^ P fb" ?  - Jcffiefly  in  th e im - 
and R ussia (191S). ? ? o!jitcm an  and defender 
p en alist role < X tfe r m ^ a  “Law  and O rder* 
o f the known and w ill be

jg S l a S  a m id  B ritain  pow er ov er ik e  
th e Sudan j|0gjg9 arid thus en able them  to  turn 
N ile a j tt w ere, a t c r itica l periods,  and

on E gypt- T he 
I \?tfJ ^ L . Z elP cd b y  units o f  th e  E gyptian  arm y, 

rcooU cd. l t  to o k  n early, fiv e  m onths o f w hole­
sale shooting  (occasion ally  on unarm ed crow dsy  
an d car .attacks, b e fo re  th is m utiny w as subdued  

■ and im perial “ord er* again  restored .
T he rebellion  o f th e B urm ese p eop le,  1930- 

1932, against B ritish  c o n tro l and taxation , pro­
v id es y et an other in stan ce o f th e A rm y’s counter­
revolu tion ary activ ities. A  norm ally happy and 
p eace-lov in g  p eo p le , ik e  n atives o f B urm a w ere 
goaded  v a o  rev olt on  accou nt o f th eir treatm ent 
by  th e B ritish . I t  seem s that B ritish  officers 
and m en w ere provided  w ith good sp ort w hen

K iiC O U N T E R  — R E V O L U T I O N  
a n d  t h e  B R I T I S H  A R M Y

lovers o f rea l -liberty. I t  is th e B ritish  A rm y 
(oil* its  ruling-class o fficers and du ped or 
thoughtless rank and file ) th at has so  lon g  kep t 
the peoples o f In d ia , B u rm a, A rabia, E gypt 
South A frica, an d  m any oth er parts o f th is 
blood-stained em pire, in  a  cow ed state o f slavery  
Pew arm ies have shew n them selves m ore ru thless 
towards unarm ed civ il p op u lation s; no arm y is  
more feared  'err d etested , as an  ever-presen t in - 
strument o f opp ression , than  th e B ritish  A rm y 

'.-From N orth A m erica in  177S to  G reece m  19+4 
t. is .a  long record o f sham efu l m assacre,

The follow in g are on ly  a  few . o f th e  “in d - 
dmtrP o r m m or w ars, in w hich th e  A rm ies o f 
the Empwe have p lay ed  th e p art o f su ppressors 
in  tnc last 25 years.

In  A m ritsar m  1919 a  crow d o f betw een  ten  
and twenty thousand m en , w om en -and ch ildren  
ware penned w ithin a  squ are— a  cu l-d e-sac from  
which there w ere n o p o ssib le m ean s o f rrcatre 
and subjected to ru th less r ifle -fir e . 308 p eop le  
were lolled  and m an y m ore w ere 
L ater, in order to  hu m iliate th e  In d ian s- fr ill 
further, m any o f them  w ere fo r c e d  -to  c raw l 
down one o f th e mean thorou gh fares o f th e  city  
on hands and kn ees, w hile a  trian g le w as erected  
in a  pu blic p lace fo r  th e ensuing flogg in gs . . .

Egypt had sim ilar trials th e  sam e y ear. T his 
country had been  taken  u n der th e “protection?* 
o f B ritain  in  1914. On th e term ination  o f th e  
lesser G reat W ar, Egypt w as den ied  'the in d e­
pendence sh e then expected . H er p eo p le , th ere­
upon, rose in  revolt and attem pts w ere m ade to 
set up lo ca l sov iets. But bom bing squadrons o f . 
the R .A .F ., and the em ploym ent o f cababry .an d  
infantry {tanks an d flam e-throw ers not b r in g ,a t 
that tim e in such g en era l use)  restored  ‘“ord er*  
ration  a  m onth.

F ive years la ter, in  1924, a sim ilar revolu tion ­
ary situation occurred in  th e Sudan, w hich 
should have been  returned to th e nozo-indepen- 
dent Egypi— {if a  country w here B ritish  troops 
are still m am uaned, can  indeed 'be called  “in— 
dcpemdqggS) T he Im perial G overnm ent, how ­
ev er, was determ ined to  retain  th e Sudan on  
account  o f th e B ritish  cap ita l invested th ere. 
T he Egyptians rightly  fea red  that possession  o f

**wlcss he shakes off^ h is apathy arid begins to  
T H iisig  A N D u& T ^ B ritam > -his been country, 
w ill be. . en tirely  undqr-\ fascism  con trol?  T  he 
eyes o f t k e  w orkers o f  th c jtoorld arc on the 
british  solg ier^ to-dqy^ . T heir lib erties, th eir 

7 fu tu re happau fis) depend on him . L .

they, .set ou t to  hunt th e reb el. leaders. v “ T o , 
assist troops in  .searching th e jun gle a  certain  
num ber o f sm all parties o f n ative lev ies w ere 
form ed  and nam ed a fter  packs o f hounds. In  

• som e cased they  fju stified  th eir nam es an d, hunted 
w ell, buz they  "required a  good huntsm an to  con ­
tro l an d stim ulate their en ergies. T he general 
p lan  fo r  th eir u tilisation  toes, to  em ploy sm all 

. p arties o f .troops to  act as a  lin e o f beaters in 
order to  flu sh  o r discover, signs o f th e gam e. 
T hen  th e .pack w ould be la id  on , w ith orders 

\ ZÔ  pu rsu e w ithout interm ission.** —  (Imperial 
Policing, by  M aj.-G cn . S ir C harles W . -Gwynn).

W hen- B urm a is -on ce again  “liberated"  no 
dou bt B ritish  o fficers w ill have am ple opportu­
n ities fo r  m ore th rills o f  th e ch ase!

M any .other -exam ples o f counter-revolution  
aided  b y  -the B ritish  A rm y -can  be read  in  th e 
h istories o f C yprus 01913V P alestin e (1936).

. w hile S carcely  a  m onth passes w ithout a  riot o f 
In dian  peasants and w orkers brin g crushed. 
T h e E m pire p f B ritain  w as won b y  th e sw ord 
an d .th e  r ifle . *• I t  is  brin g m aintained by  th e  
tan k an d  th e  bom ber. O nly w hen the- p eop le 
o f  B rita in  rea lize that th e  “glory** o f E m pire 
ex ists so le ly  in  th e  pockets, .o f th e ru ling d oss, 
an d  w hen .th ey  loo k  to  th e p eop le o f In d ia,

: B urm a, E gypt, etc ., as brothers in  m isfortune,—  
on ly  risen  t a ll sh e hideous .m onstrosity, Im perial­
ism , collap se. '

B u t ju st n ow  ou r thoughts are also d irected  
to  th e  w orkers  -of . G reece, and other European  
cou n tries. W Bl /th e  'B ritish w orker him self 

: rea lize- ^zhe grim  effec ts  o f sh e  C hurchillian  
p p licy i. W ill he realize 

b e fo re  .it  is ; 'too later—th e terrible danger that 
threaten s *dU E u rop ci W ill'she rea liz e that—

NEW YEAR GREETINGS
3 1 st D ecem ber, 1944  

The last day of 1944 has come, only 
a few hours remain of a most eventful 
year. I t  finds me sitting in a small cell. 
Let me describe my surroundings to 
you; the walls and ceiling arc white, the 
door is green, and has a tiny hole in it 
through which the guards can peep, the 
window is situated near the ceiling— too 
high for me to look through without 
standing on my Idt-bag. The only other 
“ decoration*' is two hot water pipes 
running the width of the cell, which 
incidentally at the moment arc cold.

Am I  down-hearted? N o ! I  look to­
wards the future with great hope for the 
emancipation of mankind from their 
own bondage. 1 944  has seen the strug­
gle manifesting itself again in a positive 
form in Greece and other countries. 
The coming year will see it develop and 
spread. The future is our, comrades. 

Anarchist Greeting for the New Year.
B .L .

P .S .— I  received seven days detention 
which I  am serving in the guard-room 
in the Depot. I  will write again when 
I  am released. /

All my books and pamphlets have dis­
appeared while I  was away. I  will try 
to trace them.

For two days I  was in a large cell 
with twelve other prisoners, but on 

' Saturday they isolated me.
B . L .

W A R  c o m m e n t a r y
it  nfiomd to mam bars of tha Satvicat at 

spacial ratal

year. 4 t  poet xraa 
months. 6d. post fraa

Further Plans for 
the Slave State

PRACTICAL SOLIDARITY
F rom  R J.G ., L e ic es ter :

“After the news about the raid by 'Inspec­
tor Whitehead & Go.*, and your being turned 
out of *Np. 2 7 ’ had well and truly soaked into 
the minds of my friends here in Leicester, I  
went round and got some of--their loose change 
away . from them immediately after Pay 
Parade! The collection is being sent with tho 
best wishes of *Comfadcs in Uniform, Leices­
ter*. -They all hope you will soon manage-to 
get a new address from which to carry on 
the .good work.’*

We cannot repeat too often that the 
Government do not want to consider d e­
m obilisation  (all out) but re-td loeitiibn  (re­
sorting into other forms of "national ser­
vice”). Anarchists stressed from the begin­
ning of the war and even before it that all 
these National Service Acts were steps 
leading towards the slave state. Gradually 
— without any necessity for a “ March on 
Rome”— the British Fascist State is being 
established with each succeeding piece of 
totalitarian legislation.

■ Chosen for the role of Mussolini, Mr. 
Ernest Bevin has already announced that 
A F T E R  T H E  W AR all men up to the age 
of 50 will come under the Control of En­
gagement Order. Not “ after the war with 
Germany”— but a fter  the w ar. There will 
be no excuse of “ wartime necessity” , “ giving 
up our liberties under the duress of inva­
sion” — peace will reign as directed by the 
Big Three, with occasional marauding expe­
ditions against revolutionary nations. But 
in spite of peace, the war-time restrictions 
will go on as regards labour.

This is a typical State Socialist, and also 
Fascist, piece of legislation, but of course it 
will have to be approved by the Tories. 
The Conservative Party objects to controls 
when they affect members of the ruling- 
class, so Mr. Bevin cannot of course control 
everyone in the same way. The new plan 
issued therefore appoints thirteen super 
Labour Exchanges .headed by an arch- 
Gauleiter.

“ A  £i,7oo-a-year man will head a new 
Labour Ministry Department, whose job it 
will be to find boss jobs for big men and big 
men for boss jobs,”  announces the D aily  
E xpress (5/1 /45) which heads the column, 
“ No Majors as Office-Boys” . Privates, of 
course, will be used to the lower-paid jobs.

The scheme will provide that officers can

k m
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get into the big jobs in industry. Ana w is t 
class has predominated in the officer watts 
in the Arm y? Seldom, v a y a e id t a ^  docs 
a working-class lad rise beyond the non­
commissioned ranks. Sometimes SHfK o, 
the lower-middle class do, and nod them­
selves out o f place. U sually it is the upper- 
middle-class, and the higher ranks ot 
society, which find themselves in the officer 
ranks o f the Arm y, and will find themselves 
in the higher paid ranks o f the industrial 
Arm y”  set-up that will be the pattern of 
post-war capitalism.

There will in future be the new appoint­
ments offices dealing with those "above the 
rank of foreman or clerk”  and the ordinary 
employment exchanges. As all jobs will be 
subject to approval by the Bevin bureau­
crats, the Ministry can withhold approval 
of anyone engaged by a firm. In d u stria l 
con scription  in  p ost-w ar ca p ita list in du stry  
is  an estab lish ed  fact— an d  these new ap­
pointment offices (which will cost a mere 
£880,000 to £ j,to o ,000 a year) will be 
needed to establish the difference between 
the big jobs and the jobs for mules.

In du strial con scription  en tails,  o f  cou rse, 
such things as bad  tim e-keep in g , absen tee­
ism  and strikin g  bein g  con sid ered  crim es—  
otherw ise one cou ld  w alk right throu gh th e  
M in istrys ch oice o f job s. T h e M in istry o f  
L abou r d oes not in tend to  le t g o  o f th e ja il 
as its m eans o f en forcin g  th e  slav e sta te.

The Conservatives maintain a loud cry 
against “ controls”  when they affect vested 
interests, yet they support military conscrip­
tion which only affects -human beings and 
will support -industrial' conscription which 
the new plan will make conveniently suitable 
for them. Those who imagine a Laboui 
Government will improve matters should 
remember that "Labour to power”  means 
Bevin and Morrison 10 power. It  is these 
people who are the willing tools of the 
Tories in foisting reactionary legislation on 
the backs of the workers.

The only thing that will knock Bevin’s 
plans on the head will be the determined 
resistance of the workers and Forces, who 
must stand'by the principle of D em obilisa­
tion , Instead of falling for the line the 
Governmental publicists put over— arguing 
about who should go back .to Civvy Street 
first and then finding that no-one is going 
to be released at all— they should stand by 
the slogan of dem obilisation  a ll round alto­
g eth er  from A L L  war-time restrictions, 
from A L L  conscription, m ilitary err indus­
trial.

Anarchists will continue the struggle 
against State conscription after the war.

OFFICER’S VIEW ON 
GREECE

T he ■io-irjvftaj; ih xn  e a ra g  from a letter by 
a BritUfc officer vow  serving in Greece.

All mgra I  have beer, hearing, and a ll 
th f  'anBtiqg wtoummg, the "insignificant min­
ority 9l  exuematu" streaming down from ike 
v&age* &  demonstrate for freedom. These 

Ifcoitana. Thqr are whole 
Ltftolaes in thrit cans or no loot, old and 
ynpoc noth efeafdrec and

prfrpdfY bearing banners and the 
fag s p f  all ggjttgs ttpc all parries (except 
Bjgzyhhvf/ s o d  r w  tn d to c L  and the village 
jp a f lp  rise i*vc» and of ihor
peupie are £&cre r i*  p ces trip  ride, proudly

Midi riwfp bctu ii banners-
"i'nere also ;5fe disciplined hand* of 

rag- #a R t  nsd  -dome
v tr i u  . A -M- G u p s  M  **31 

4^c ip t  (he /post t i f f  ftccwjHf they
- y - f ' ‘ W 1 ̂ £! pOH&Mg ROd 'J&Qh AE

lb  ^S£tr WOSSfSp 4 l  itjQC.  j>' wnxiL eCetdh and 
fueL and d&cir beat QMpt Already left

£3 uuk wt ■j&ttxtfoQ £g£p* -ready
'Ad bri&Gtp* btil uftica* 83Sjh'jpgrt eijoLt lyirtt. postsfhhpdwir
zru eg f eg* $gpi2a there gMi h& PP GPSl W j  io f 
the IRoyahiife, Fw» îita jjTrd y ceiff lW K i  are ?& an «ffww mmetasy acd TmrWum** jj*

h t t  f to i  k m a  riw sv  a
tbSkhrihlib arc f6

'tfee and FUtcttva -C riritamSbpndi teturttid I1#. td J0JT ifeaf A ipFht 
ttimhgr of troop# drisH fvtS the tame? und && 
PtPtXf ted  fhe yitij^T :u;p-- A
OpglMHI jLJhyV. dPOR k fir i M f^jhghf jflKr 

- MHEday at ria? ixupfuri fb c

*  m  and

CONDITIONS IN ITa u T
of- the Amro

wwh gatu »0t ipyattfi y*uctA*9itpgftt .H anMasal rthaf apiao in iuh
V w *

UtaanTw d a| TWy hoA Xn dac irf luivnief ariB hdbmtpi to 
be au o y  o* bSdilN^ ipw u  kpew riwafr out of afexon Ai many fby-Rihp jMwt nonrinuni iri hw a oaiep bib 
in bib<0ti or MMSdop tm  y&vtt riot 

qgxx vespt. InroIm  riseoe w not, b «  
riMM it ; RbMMHt to ffiwifiy snowi» apmewhat S  P*** fĝgwais of nsff ok w*. Gflgii(i| h Tbo die Qtmuo «« »tae 46M*0 tfllg are attf dbo#f itjuw mam

18 "V* 5" - itm m im ter G m r l i  m,  ii / lg /h h .

TRANSPORT CRISIS IN 
FRANCE

T he French report emphasises the effects of 
liberation and German occupation on the 'French 
transportation system. It states that the damage 
was so great and the demands of the military 
are to such an extent, that the coun­
try is virtually divided again into two zones, 
with insufficient transport available to move any 
goods for civilians from north to south or xhcc 
versa. - '

In addition to the total destruction of 200,000 
buildings, and serious damage to 800,000 more* 
the report states that only about half ox France’s 
16,000 locomotives can be used or repaired, 
and that half -her rolling stock has disappeared, 
the other half-badly worn.

Evening Standard, 1/1/45.

C H IN A ^ A  DEMOCRACY ?
Generalissimo' Chiang Kai-shek to-day prom­

ised G-hira a constitutional Government ‘‘within 
rhis year,”  says Associated Press.

“I am ready,” he said, “to propose to the 
Central Executive Committee that as soon as the 
m ilita ry  situation has become stabliscd we should 
convene the People's Congress to adopt a con­
stitution which would enable the Kuomintang to 
transfer the power of government to the people.” 

Evening Standard, 1/1/45.

From this statement it appears that China 
has not had up to now a constitutional gov­
ernment and yet we were told that she was 
one of the great democracies!

WAR POETS
> “From Tom Moss:

A certain London comic tried to sell a song 
which went—

Oh— the Cockneys on parade,
Oh— the Cockneys on parade,
When the bombs, arc .falling, "
Blimey, we're never afraid.
With the King and Queen beside us,
And Winston here to guide,
They'll never beat 
The Cockneys on parade.

He emphasised George Black wanted him to 
sing it in “Apple Sauce.”

‘Why don’t you?' asked Tom Moss.
‘What—and live in London— not likely!”

F or form er,  28/12/44.

Through the P ress
MUTINY IN GREECE ?

Opening a on (he- Greek situation in
the Howe o f Lot4> yesterday*

ijx d  ^Piringdoo M wed .that ”xhi# House re- 
g&ct* the prissy f i f  IA EA. Government in Greece, 
wines bjtd the shameful result of military action bjjoj&bpz our Cfpptic iQjci.

H e h eto jg  iB  democratically minded 
AW in £gr Amn/ wee* fid  in England and he 
'mtpcdA 464 he uqfpDMd tf hhft TOnum r.ders had 
toA  ‘•Gtvt e f  “gf* had #hnwn the greaceis 

hgiu Gwefe* 4hd trip# , have 
fdh&fA tv  nwtso Aihcxa- snay he/*̂  he naid,

tt*y  if our i/hops in
CcterUe ash a refw^* M figw (he GlMri-

^  of *KoRNrn«c/

f-ord May i  aay t M  %Mf4 V et-
view# n t* t*4  r ig **  id  th e  L aw wpextyy Ti/iybi.

AFRAID OF BELGIAN
RESISTANCE

Froâ  MhdQR whirjb wj&n b* fyytpfd (a aou â tB if de teuxni wen Mtmnif and d# hnd be rimfr udtb h 
i t R M H i  U kutboU t  Gusrrtm i, IX/TjASi.

AN INTERVIEW WITH 
STALIN
T he R eader's D igest 0 8 $  1944).'has pub­
lished the report that Eric A- Johnston, 
President of the Chamber of Commerce of 
the United States, has made of his interview 
with Stalin. We feel compelled to repro­
duce some of the high spots of the interview 
which would be worth reproducing in full if 
we had sufficient space, First the portrait 
o f the man himself: or rather the uniform 
which so impressed Mr. Johnston.

"He is a short mso, hut he has a big barrel 
ehstf- Hi* uniform was esouisiudy tailored . - *

abate chub, with red piping and ̂ adorned w it

BOGUS POLISH SOCIALIST 
PARTY

Members of the Moscow-controlled Polish 
Committee of National Liberation (Lublin 
group), have formed a "Polish Socialist Party/* 
disregarding the existence of the recognized 
Polish Socialist Party which is one of the leading 
elements in the Polish Underground,

This was made known last week by the Social­
ist Party of America which revealed that it had 
received a radiogram signed by three member# 
of the so-called "Polish. Socialist Party.” The 
telegram came from Moscow, following a con­
ference by the general Council of the self-styled 
“Polish Socialist Party/* held November 17, 
1944. Norman Thomas, asserted that inquiry 
revealed that ihc three men signing the telegram* 
I V. llolcslaw Drotuwr, lidwurd Osubka Moraw- 
tki, Maioc Stefan Matuuewski, had no mandate 
,,, * r0r .he Polud\ Underground fighters, 
umi were seeking u> usurp leadership of those 
who expressed the legitimate **pin»rioos of the

* ^teognoed Polish Sociali‘-it Party which
V c bavkbrt.ic- of the Polish Underground has 

headouariers in London and m Occupied Poland* 
du; 'W u lm  Party wid m *  reply « m  to Mos-

(h>i( <«iK' of the signers of .the radiogram had

gallaat worker# during rite Warsaw uprising in 
dte Summer <d {944* They referred to Edward 
Osubka MorLwsku who is also chairman of the 
Polish Committee of National Liberation.

' J h i  C oil lU.S.A.), 8/12/44.

Not concern with assaxsinating the socialise 
leaders Alter and Ehrlich, Suilin is now 
crying to ace up a bogus Socialist Party. 
T b c Communists must bo so discredited 
among the Poles that they must tty to 
camouflage under the name of Socialists.

LONG HOLIDAY FOR 
BEVIN BOYS

hostel only 90 Bevin boys were “in residence” 
and more than 300 had not returned.

All Bevin boys were warned by the County 
Coal Controller, that if they took more than the 
permitted holiday, they would be prosecuted. 
Most of them declared they intended to stay 
away ten days.

D aily M ail, 27/12/44.

I.W.W. NEWS
The I.W.W. press, once the leading labour 

press of the world with its news organs, pamph­
lets and bulletins in every European language 
(except Gaelic) is on the way back. But times 
having changed, and the young clement being 
in greater need of education than their parents, 
even if of a different kind, the character of the 
I.W.W. press is changing, lndu strialisti (Finn­
ish) the only genuine labour daily on the Ameri­
can continent to-day, and Bcrm unkus a weekly 
in the Hungarian language arc the only remnants 
of our “language” press.

During the past summer, the Lum ber W ork­
ers* B ulletin  has made its regular appearance, 
and its impact upon the timber workers of the 
Pacific slopes has been greater than wc ever 
dared hope. Coming out monthly in Cleveland, 
is the organ of I.U. 440, T he M etal W qrker, 
a paper which will have an important effect on 
the unionism of the Cleveland area.

Now a new baby has been added to the family. 
Tho R ailroad W orker has arrived, and will con­
tinue— if . . .

The idea of having an organ serving the 
specific needs of every department of industry, 
and dealing primarily with the problems ox the 
workers in  (hat industry is nearer fruition than 
workers realize. They will be centred around 
the central organs, dealing with the problems of 
wage workers as a class, with separate and dis­
tinct interests to all other segments of society.

In du strial W orker, 25/11/44.

Wc send our best wishes for a rapid expan­
sion of the I.W.W. Press all over America.

Thousands of Durham 
County’s 100,000 min­
ers joined the “long 
holiday**. Bevin boys 
yesterday, fa iled  to 
turn up for work and 
reduced th e day’s  out­
put, to one of the low­
est figures on record.

At Boldon Colliery, 
which employs 1,150 
miners, none showed 
up. At Easington

NEW YEAR’S GREETINGS
1 do not .wish readers a  happy New Year. I  

wish them a lest bloody one. They will be lucky 
if (hey get it. /  '

Critic in The blexo Statesman, 30/ 12/44,
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BirREAUCRACY AT WORK

Dear Comrades,
A typical example of local Government offices 

and their ‘ efficiency” was displayed to me at 
the beginning of this week in a mining village 
in Somerset. I  moved into a house (after long 
wailing and looking for somewhere better) where 
the only form of heating was the fire— there is 
no electricity or gas laid on. A lamp replaced 
the light but as yet 1 have no primus or stove 
for cooking, so 1 was relying completely on the 
fire. However, the nearest Fuel Office is five 
miles away, so there I  must trudge before I  can 
get coal. I have two small babies, which makes 
it difficult to say the least, for me to go to the 
necessary offices which one must visit when one 
moves. But it was also essential that they 
should be kept warm and fed, apart from their 
washing every day and since one is only five 
months old this was considerable.

All I  had so far was a Valor oil stove to keep 
the place warm, this had been loaned to me until 
1 got coal. Since the living room has a stone 
floor this needed some warming up.

On arriving at the Fuel Office I was con­
fronted by a young girl, who, looking very 
officious asked me what I wanted. I said “coal” 
and after explaining that I  had just moved into 
the area, she whisked out two forms and told me 
I must fill them in. However, she made a con­
cession and said I  could do them there which 
I didn’t  mind at all because there was a huge 
fire in the office. It  seemed little use to protest 
about forms, since everywhere I  looked there 
were notices saying that it was “illegal” for the 
coal man to deliver coal until he had'peimission 
to do so. This I  know was adhered to because I 
paid two visits to the man and he said he could 
not supply me because he would “get into 
trouble” .

I went away from the fuel office confident that 
by the next day I would have a fire but such was 
not the speed of Local Government affairs. I 
waited one, two, three days and by that time 
I was quite angry and very cold. The coal man 
came on his usual round at the end of the week 
and informed me that he had heard nothing at 
all from the Fuel Office regarding my registra­
tion and was sorry but he had to hear from 
them first.

I  think this is a disgusting state of affairs 
when two little children must be in a house 
with no beating while the Fuel Office have a 
roaring fire. It  is evident that something is 
wrong somewhere if it is “illegal” to keep de­
fenceless babies warm.

M .C.

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO CP.
Dear Just to chow the scrupulous

of W ar Com m entary in paying compli­
ments to ns political opponents, might it not be 
m place to offer a word o f . congratulations to 
the C J*. editors of Irish  F reedom  in deciding to 
rhA iy  iu  name to Irish  D em ocrat in response 
lo the of many of its readers.

The fact that the Stalinists of all people have 
umd the of Freedom in one of their papers 
has h-rr* roosi bewildering to most of its readers, 
h i fart it has led tome to wonder whether Irish  
Freedom  wasn't something like French cricket 
cr a Dutchman's rise. Now the situation is 
perfectly dear, unless the ln ib  Democrats issue 
a paper called the Irish  Com m unist.

WHERE is  t r u t h ?

Yours fraternally,
S .L .
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'"T H O SE who search the Press for honest re­
porting will have had a field-day on Jan- 
3rd, 1945. On that date the London 

papers reported a speech by Dr. Barbara 
Simonds to 15 to 19 year olds at the Council 
for Education in World Citizenship. D r. 
Simonds’ speech was reported m the (Labour) 
D aily H erald  and (Conservative) D aily E xpress.

The Express headed the column: “YO U  
M U ST  LEARN T O  H A T E ” and plunged in 
by reporting Dr. Simonds’ remarks that with­
out hate I do not think we will be able to bnng 
this war to a final and irrevocable end . I  he 
first half of the Express report concluded by ex­
plaining that Dr. Simonds had been widowed 
twice, mentioning "the G erm ans shot h er /irsi 
husband” and "the G erm ans lu lled her second  
husband at A rnhem ” .

samePolitical cSS, ,t0 * *  more or ^ ss o f the P cal c o m p le x ^  as the D aily  H erald ). I

THE ARGENTIIsJfc.
rr *H E  military dictatorship" in the Ar 
A more and .m ore closely resemble!* ” !*?6 

exercised by the Nazis. There is not the w  
liberty of press or assembly. All anti-Gove™ ! 
ment workers’ organisations are prohibited, and 
the most active militants jailed or under police 

lervisjon. T h e  Anarchist organisations and
Nevertheless 
| continue to 

mature of the

superv
periodicals have been suppressed, 
illegal manifestoes and journals 
appear. In  spite o f the fascist 
Government, the trade union leaders give it their 
support, and Col. Peron, in accordance with 
European precedent, mouths socialist phrases 
to rally a mass following.

A BOUQUET FOR 
FREEDOM  PRESS.
r T H E  January issue o f Vanguard contains an 

item referring to the Freedom Press which 
runs as follows:

“W hen we are on W ar C om m en tary , let us 
say that we have heard that the reason why 

proprietors o f the journal refuse to allow 
X fir p a p e t  to be sold at the B .P .L . Bookshop 

*s because we are anti-Sem itic 
Ib c l. I vwsj W hich, o f course, is
Tru th , that* lĴ c '\ anti- Scm itic to state Gospel 
People," then wc ttrc no1 G od’s Chosen
way, how many JfcS i & £

Ho\y many

lew? 
w« are

in W ar Comm ciu ary sArCT?iumciaJiy interestc>.. 
contributor*? And W i S J T f S L  Jcw s arc I 

[authors of the books m  the
in

Anarchist Commentary
The H erald  on the other hand headed the 

column: “LEARN  T O  H A TE T H E  W AR 
M A K ER S”. It  started immediately by quoting. 

You must learn to hate the people who obstruct 
our path to permanent peace and a brave new 
world *. It started straight away with what was 
tucked away in the second half of the E xpress 
report, namely D r. Simonds* remarks:

“Examine your history,” she said. “Leave 
out the kings and try to find out how the 
ordinary people live; why wars occurred.

“ In finding these answers you will discover 
why, before the war, they burned oranges in 
California and threw herring back into the 
sea while children were deformed by rickets.

“Franco in Spain and all other people who 
fear youth thinking for itself, who try to 
make it into a puppet, fit only to fight, would 
fear you to-day as you sit here ready and 
eager to learn more about your fellow-beings.” 
The H erald  reported that her first husband 

was “shot down”  and her second husband was 
“killed  at A rnhem ” . From the E xpress the 
casual reader would have gathered that D r. 
Simonds was a “Vansittartite” : from the H erald  
you will have gathered she was a Social-Demo­
crat. In  other words, her speech became in­
fused with the complexion of the paper con- 
cemed simply by the manner in which it was 
reported. (In this instance the H erald  was more 
likely the correct version, since D r. Simonds

Although the Argentine Government is not at 
the moment in the good books of the “Dem ocra­
cies”,  it is very likely that the differences will be 
made up as and when it is financially profitable 
to do so. When Britain and America resume 
their mutually-hostile trade friendships with the 
Argentine, the workers in these countries should 
remember how their Latin-American brothers are 
faring.

INTERNATIONAL NOTES.
TN  Uruguay a new anarchist journal appears, 

called In qu ietu d , edited by comrades well- 
known for their past activity, including Cesar N. 
Paganelli, Corret Luna and others. Another 
journal from that country is V olu n tad , while 
S olid arid ad , organ of the anarcho-syndicalist 
union (F .O .R .U .) also appears. From  Mexico 
we receive the well produced T ierra  y  L ib er  tad , 
which is now issuing a theoretical supplement 
In qu ietu des. From  ‘the centre of Mexico—-San 
Luis Potosi— comes L ibertad  irregularly, while 
other papers we have received from Anarchist 
groups and organisations in South America in­
clude S olid arid ad  (Cuba), S olid arid ad  O hrera  
(organ of the C .N .T . Spanish refugees in 
Mexico) and even illegal Argentine papers such 
as A ccion  L iberta ria , O rgan ization  O brera, etc. 
From New York comes C u ltura P roletaria .

I t  was hardly unreasonable of us to assume 
that the B .P .L . (“ British  Protestant League”) 
was an ti-Sem itic , since the V an gu ard , published 
by Alexander R a td iffe  on its behalf, devotes half 
its space to  statem ents to the effect that “ the 
Jew  S o -an d -S o ” has been appointed to  this or 
that W hile W ar C o m m en tary  and Freedom 
Press pamphlets go to  the com m ercial bookshops 
we have taken as m uch care as possible to see 
that our literature does not go to any specifically 
anti-Sem itic o r pro-fascist bookseller. Su ch  a 
doubt reasonably exists in  this case : beneath 
lurid headlines, a ll o f which seem to necessitate 
an exclamation m ark, the V an g u ard  declares that 
this war is fought against H itler th e  sanest 
statesman in Europe on beh alf o f  R onw n 
Catholicism , while the Jew s are (inevitably) be­
hind it all.

W e are faintly  amused at the suggestions that 
we care which people G od chose— it doesn t  seem 
to have made m uch difference to  the workers to  
whom he seems to have given a raw  deal a ll 
round. Since to a religious racketeer like M r. 
Ratcliffe it will seem quite incom prehensible that 
Freedom Press should have been created out o f 
nothing solely by voluntary endeavour, we assure 
him that we are financially subsidised by  R o th ­
schilds’ in order to publicise the Elders o f Z ion  
— and as his apparent wish to handle our 'J e w ­
ish propaganda” seems to indicate, he m ust be 
in on the payroll too. M .

Should we Oppose the Unions
Trotsky and the Labour State
A S  the Trotskyists ore now posing as one 

hundred per cent, trade unionists, and 
arc doing their best to unseat the ” old gong”  
of corrupt trade union official bureaucracy, it 
is as well to consider their claims— as follow­
ers of Trotsky— to do so.

Trotsky is the author of a pamphlet. T rade 
U nions in th e E p och  o t  Im p eria list D ecay , 
published by the Fourth International. He 
declares; **Anarchism is only liberalism drawn 
to its extremes, was in practice peaceful pro­
paganda within the democratic republic, the 
protection of which it required.”  This is an 
obvious lie, for the history of the syndicalist 
unions in Sweden, Italy, Germany and Spain 
proves by deeds the untruth of his statement. 
One has only to look to the records of the 
International Working M en’s Association 
(I.W .M .A .) i in every country in which there 
is a syndicalist movement affiliated to it, they 
have conducted splendid fights on the indus­
trial field. Their strikes arc fought from the 
bottom upwards——not at the dictates of purse 
and position-conscious Trade Union bosses—  
from tlic workers themselves, inspired by the 
idea of the ultimate expropriation of the 
master class.

The C .N .T . (N ational Confederation of 
Labour) in Spain sent out questionnaires^ to 
all their locals in the various industries asking 
them beforehand how they would function in 
times of crisis, when they should have taken 
over the means of production and distribution. 
How thorough and efficient their preparation 
was, was shown when the Fascists struck in 
Spain in 1936 . All impartial observers and 
critics have admitted the extraordinary organ-

{C ontinued from  co l. 1) 
day’* previously. The booklets in question were 
as follows: Horn (yol. 3 ); T h e W ilhelm shaven  
R ecoil, Railw ays and S ociety , H om es or H ovels, 
M V h n  in Stalin's R ussia, T h e W age System , 
M odem  S cien te and A narchism , T h e E ducation  
of F ree M en.

Ip addition several copies of the cartoon re­
print Ju st like old tunes” and a copy of 
L  -"  it. Mmaiurd’t  book T h e C ulture o f C ities 
were ui.i ji away- 1 was told that they would 
* 1) he returned to a x  within a few minutes.

A icm  hours later I w ti relieved of my normal 
d h a  dodm  and mid that henceforth 1 would 
^ hdnr b i>mU * *  *  duty N.C.Q. and be cm- 

m  the <«dreary routine duties, training, 
Ms No liyiamaiun was given i  
gar p m  the a&tiop whidb was rata 

V p  m t a  n tM a i a g e  only

Hi

izing efficiency of the anarchists. **I w itness­
ed,”  says H . N . Brailsford, “ their (th e  Anar­
chists) astonishing success during the civil 
war in running factories with high principles 
as their chief equipment, and I  was deeply 
moved by the schools they established for the 
sorely tried children of Madrid.”

The success of the syndicalist unions is not 
limited solely to Spain, but is seen in every 
country where the unions arc organized under 
the principles of the I.W .M .A .

Workers’ Control as a Slogan 
Only

Trotsky’s followers in this country have 
stolen the syndicalist slogan of “Workers* C on­
trol”  because it is becoming popular. As poli­
ticians they must swim with the tide. But 
Trotsky was too logical a Bolshevik to ac t  on 
the lines of workers* control, except as a 
means of gaining power. Having gained it, 
he showed himself the bitterest opponent of 
workers* control. In  his book D icta to rsh ip  
versus D em ocracy  ( Terrorism an d C om m un­
is m ), written in 1 9 2 0 , Trotsky w rote: “T h e  
principle of compulsory labour service has 
just a radically and permanently replaced the 
principle of free hiring as the socialization of 
the means of production has replaced capitalist 
property.”  ( p .1 3 7 ) .

Bevin, C itrine and C o., as junior partners 
in the firm of British  Im perialism , propose 
to solve the unemployment problem by making 
labour “ mobile”  and drafting a w orker away 
from his home to  suit the needs of capitalist 

*” econom y. T h e  Trotskyists appeal to  the 
workers to  resist this invasion of their liberties 
at the dictates of the S tate and its hireling 
labour leaders. They conveniently forget that 
these same labour leaders are following the 
precedent laid down by T rotsky in th e W ork­
ers' S ta te , fo r it was none other than T rotsky 
who led the way soon to  be followed by 
Mussolini and D r. L ey . Says T ro tsky , “ T h e  
Labour State  considers itself em powered to  
send every w orker to  the place w here his 
work is necessary. And not one serious 
Socialist will begin to deny to  the Labour 
State the right to lay its hand upon th e w orker 
"'h o  refuses to  execute hij 
( p .I 4 2 ) .

exercise their authority in order to  lead  th e 
workers into the fra m ew o rk . o f a single 
econom ic p lan.”  ( p .1 4 3 ) .

An Apology for Bevin
One is not surprised to  find him  ad d : “ W e 

still retain , and for a long tim e w ill re ta in , 
the system  o f wages.** Indeed th e  above ex ­
tracts  might have form ed an apology fo r  th e  
work of Bevin  and th e reactionary  trad e u nion 
bosses during the present w ar. I t  w as T ro tsk y  
who, on his own adm ission, in troduced  th e 
m ilitarization of the trade unions w hich  led 
logically and inevitably to  th e con scrip tion  of 
the w orkers, from  w hich it  follow ed th a t if 
workers w ent on strike th ey  would be guilty 
of mutiny and would be shot. B ev in  and C o. 
must be envious o f such pow er, but th ey  can ­
not hope to  have it ju st yet fo r th ere  has not 
yet been sufficient Bolshevik  propaganda.

T h ere is am ple evidence from  th e  w orks o f 
Trotsky  to  show th a t if Stalin  had n ot ousted 
him , and he him self had gained S ta te  pow er 
instead, things would have gone on th e  sam e 
lines as under Stalin . In  his pam phlet S ta lin  
an d  B o lsh ev ism , T rotsky  expresses th e fe a r  
that the w orkers will identify  Stalin ism  with 
Bolshevism  and so com e to  r e je c t  b o th , a fea r  
w hich tim e has probably justified . T h e  T ro t­
skyists say th at we m ust n ot judge the 
“ W orkers* State** as it exists as it is only “ a 
degenerate Socia list state” ;  why th en  call 
upon the workers everyw here to  defend i t !

Decrees Against Expropriation
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the Peasants Revolt in  J 
try- wit !c uprising aiming^ 
of English  society”,  but
pressed by the ruling rrwwe-i
.author tells o f W instan lcy  and the P ig g  
roent in the 17th century, the m isery a ?  
pression of the industrialisation during m e cu n y  
p an  of the nineteenth century. H e showa now  
the present-day labour m ovem ent has becom e 
entirely corrupted by reform ism . A lth ou g h  the 
pamphlet does not act out to  give a com pre­
hensive history of the working class in  this 
country, yet it does point out the m ain lines 
along which popular movements have developed, 
and can thus provide an introduction to  the 
study o f the English revolutionaries. T h e  
pamphlet can be got from the R .F .F . a t 5 
Ranelagh Gardens Mansions, S .W .6 . for 5d. 
post free.

IN  T Y R A N N O S . F ifteen  E ssays on  F reed om  
S tru g g le in G erm an y.

(Lindsey Drummond, 364 pp. 16a.)
T itles  are significant. T h is  book rakes its 

name from  the motto, which a young German 
poet, imprisoned and exiled, gave to  his first 
work, one Hundred and sixty years ago. J t  was 
the play “T h e  Robbers” ,  a genial manifesto for 
A narchy and Solidarity, only afterwards bowd- 
lerised in  order to became a classic. Schiller 
died, a tired renegade, but the tyrants remain to 
this very day.

F ifte en  G erm an exiled writers choose some 
frustrated  colleagues of the past, to demonstrate 
the thesis, that G erm any also was and is a  free­
dom loving nation. Among those selected are 
H u tten , L eibn itz , Lessing, Buchner, Grim m , 
H egel, M a rx , H eine, _B oern e, LassaUe, N ietz­
sche, B e b c l, L iebknecht, K rau s and others. T h is  
is a very representative list for a progressive 
gathering , even under the m otto : “ need creates 
strange bedfellow s*’. B u t from  a libertarian 
point o f  view the list is incom plete. O ne misses 
in  a book In  T y ra n n o s  K arstad t and Jo ss  F ritz  
o f  the peasant w ar, J a n  Bockelson o f  M unster, 
S torteb eck er o f the H an se , Sch u b ert o f S tu ttg art, 
Q u irinu s K u hlm ann o f  S ilesia . O ne could 
ask fo r  W ei d ing , the first proletarian  anarchist, 
fo r  M a x  S t im e r , Jo h a n n  M o st, W ilhelm  H um ­
boldt, G eo rg  F o rster , E ugen  D u h rin g , G ustav 
L an d au r, Jo h n  H enry  M ack ay , E r ic h  M uhsam , 
P ierre R am u s and m ore. C erta in ly  they have 
done m ore against the ty ran ts than  L eibn itz , 
H egel, N ietzsche and C o . O n e has still to  wait 
for a true portrait o f  the O th er G erm any.

P E T E R  M IC H A E L .

F R E E D O M  B O O K S H O P  
132 Cheltenham Road, Bristol
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J a n u a r y 7 . 3 0  p a ,

a d u l t  s c h o o l P s t a r e n  R o e d ,

F R E D IM C K  L O H I l . .NB , ^  L* WaB l p * 4 (  Off!
H U M A N N A T U R E ”

W hen the Bolshevik  seized pow er under 
L en in  and T ro tsk y , the free  soviets w ere fu n c­
tioning, organizing industries by m ethods 
founded by m en w ho had not p ractica l shop 
experience. L en in  and T ro tsk y  proceeded to  
pass a series of d ecrees w hich did not so m uch 
advance th e backw ard soviets bu t devitalized 
the advanced ones. T h e  first d ecrees w ere 
d irected against th e  expropriation  of th e  fa c ­
tories by th e w orkers, fo r  th e  B olsh ev ik s w ere 
prepared to  co-operate w ith  th e  bosses in  
order to  build up socialism . T h e  B olsh ev ik s 
w ent no fu rth er th an  th e  nation alization  of 
th e banks and key industries u ntil fu rth er e x ­
propriations w ere forced  on th em  by th e  
w orkers. Ju s t  as in  Sp ain , th e  w orkers ex ­
propriated th e robbers, and th en , w hen th e 
fact was accom plished, th e G overn m en t legal­
ised it by passing a law  and claim ed the 
cred it.

I t  was not under S ta lin , but under Lenin 
and T ro tsk y , th a t a group of delegates repre­
senting m ore th an  2 5  Im portant industries 
issued on M arch  2 0 th , 1 9 I S ,  th e follow ing 
protest published in N o v a ia  T h a i n :

’T h e  w orkers have supported th e new 
G overnm ent w hich calls Itself th e  G overn­
m ent of the w orkers and p easants, and pro­
mises to  do our w ill and w ork for our w el­
fare . All our organisations stood back  of 
It and our sons and b ro th ers shed their 

for it. W e bear patiently  both  want 
anu fam ine. Fou r m onths have passed and 

b 'u l ourselves w ithout fa ith  and w ith- 
—out nope. T h e  G overnm ent w hich  calls 

a Soviet *»f W orkers aud F easan ts  has 
■everytftdng to  oppose th e w ill o f the 

It  has blocked every  attem p t to
tSS m U i  . , * *  tfce M W  s o v ie ts .  I t  h m
i s i s s i i m o  to _ u * c ;-------- •--*—
work.cr«,|
dem onstrations.
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■'evolutionary G 
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Those Selfish Worker*
At Brixham  Hospital, South Devon, 

the management refused to pay the 
domestic staff the Hetherington scale 
of wages. The Ministry of Labour 
refuses to supply domestic staff unless 
this scale of wages is paid. Hence the 
hopital is short of staff.

What does the management do? It 
demands that the nurses should do the 
kitchen work as well as their nursing 
duties. Apart from the extra work, 
this is tantamount to asking the nurses 
to blackleg on the domestic labour 
available. They very properly refused 
to do it, whereupon the management 
threaten the entire nursing staff with 
dismissal.

W orkers in essential services arc  
alw ays being reminded of the harm  
they do society by striking- 
considerations evidently carry
weight with the management of r> - 
ham Hospital, even though *t is  
known th at there is a  s h a r t a g  
nurses, so that replacemcn  ̂
event of dismissals would
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