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We are opposed to all monopolies of power
whereby the division of society into a ruled
and ruling class are maintained. Similarly,

e oppose all the means of maintaining the
dass -divided society—parliament, the legal
system, the police, the armed forces, the
Church, etc. All such means are the expres-
sions of the State, which always exists to
protect the interests of a privileged minor-
ity, e.q., capitalists, landlords, bureaucrats,
etc. We are therefore unalterably cpposed
to the State.

Fortnightly, 2d.

WIDE UNREST IN INDUSTRY

Dockers Strike in Bristol and Newcastle—Gas Workers
chester—Women Spinners out at Paisley—BPort Gia

11th NOVEMBER, 1944

out in Man-
gow and Greenock

conditions have in no way improved.

Shipyard Workers demonstraie

Bristol Deckers

EFORE the war there was always surplus labour in the dock areas, and the casual

LY labour conditions created no real problem as far as the number of men who were
able to work on any patricular gang was concerned. But war conditions necessitated the
creation of the Dock Labour Corporation which absorbed all labour resources, and this
was haii=d by many, especially the Communist Party, as a step in the right direction—
the fools imagined, or attempted to lead others to imagine, that the bosses and the Unions
were organizing labour for the benefit of the workers. However, in recent weeks the
dockers have been confronted with several problems and grievances which indicate that

It is encouraging to note that the dockers are tackl-

ing every problem with the only effective weapon, that of direct action, e.g., the recent
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idle. After much persussion at a meeting last-

ing over two hours on Thursday morning, when
they were addressed by Jack Donavon, National
Secretary of the Dockers Section of the
T, & G.W.U,, and H. R. Priday, Area Secretary
of the T. & G.W.U., the men decided to return
to work while further negotiations took place.
This was after the officials had emphasised the
usual line that until the men went back to work
the normal machinery for dealing with disputes
could not be put into action. The men returned
#l noon on Thursday and later in the day a
Jocal joimt council meeting ook place with the
Union representatives and employers, and terms

settlement were discussed. Apparently agree-
ment was reached between the Union representa-

employer there can be eight
obvious that the only persons qualified 10 decide
the of men 10 be engaged on a perucular
job are the men warking on that job. Employ-

do not work at Joading or unloading and,
therefore, they have no knowledge of conditions.
The mere raising of wages for a job does not
ease the hard work or Jessen the amount 1w be
officials reported to the

then requested the men to carry
terms of the settlement were
to the men at Avonmouth ar five
Thursday evening, and after a long de-
hu the men agreed to accept it.  But it should
be noted that the meeting was not fully repre-
A great many of the dockers had
home and it is quite likely that
Union stooges remained. The
communicated 1o the Bristol City
Docks until Friday morning. On
when the Union officials

who had been waiting to hear the result of the
meeting gave a grand display of solidarity by
following suit.
After the meeting with the men all that Mr.
Domvon had to say seems to be contained in
to the E: World of
the 27th October, 1944: “Following the resump-
non of work at Avonmouth yesterday, the local

wrms were mm‘eved t the men at meeungs 8[

Avonmouth last night and at Portishead and

“==Bristol this morning, with a “direcdon" from ~*“¢

executive that the men should resume w. -
We regrer thar this direction has not been ob-
serped.”

or direct action.

No statement better bears out our view of
the Trade Union leaders. They have no excuse.
The bosses have no excuse. The plea of short-
age of labour is ridiculous when everywhere
thousands of workers are being sacked under
the new name of “redundancy™.

Dockers win extra pay for
one job

As a result of further discussion with the
Union officials on Saturday morning, the dock-
ers decided to resume work on October 30th,
on the terms of the scttlement which was
drawn up by the Local Joint Council for Dock
Labour. The result of the strike is only a
partial victory for the dockers, as the agree-
ment only grants higher rates of pay for men
on certain loading jobs and continues to
ignore the original plea for cight men in a
gang. At the same time the cmployers and
the Union officials have aucmp(cd to strength-
en their hand by smhng that any fnrlhcr

dj in the seale ve will
be bj to and will
come up for exnmm-non bv the Local Joint
Council for Dock Labour, with a provision
for a fnrd'ler delaying action lhnt the dispute
can be itted to the National J.C.D.L. if
neecessary.  Well, the dockers know _ which
the best result tion

Here again, as in the case of the Newcastle
dockers, the men did well against overwhelm-
ing odds. Just now the bosses and the gov-
ernment hold all the cards. While the strike
continued troops did the work.

Newecastle Sirike

‘7 ORK was resumed by the 600 Newcaste dockers on October 31st after they had

been on strike for six weeks regarding payment for the removal of hatch covers.
The dockers decided to return a formight ago, but their return was deliberately delayed
and caused much hardship, by dm:ussxons regarding the administration of the new union
branch formed by the National Union of General and Municipal Workers. The dockers’
original union branch was closed down when they refused to recognise it.

During the last six weeks it is regrettable
that troops have unloaded and loaded ves-
sels so efficiently that officials and employ-
ers deprived the men of work untl they
gave assurances as 10 the constitution of the
new branch.

When the men turned up for work on
Monday morning they received a notce
from the local Dock Labour Corporation.
This stated that the Corporation had been
informed by the Union that the dockers had
given a written undertaking to observe
union rules and honour all agreements.
Among these agreements they had under-
taken 10 saccept in full the Dock labour
scheme for the Tyne. Their attendance at
control points, however, was not to be taken
ay indicating their acceptance. Even now
there is not enough work for all. but those
attending will get attendance money. Each
man has lost about £30 during the strike.
It was a grear effort—they did well.

ONLY 6 WEEKS LEFT
By the end of October the Press Fund
total had only just passed the £500
mark. We had asked our readers
and comrades for £1000 this year
so that the work of the Freedom
Press might continue to develop un-
hampered by financial difficulties. If
a really special effort were made it
would still be possible to reach the
£1000 total by the end of December.
Are you, comrade reader, sufficiently

interested in the work of Freedom
Press to make this special effort
during the next few weeks? If you

are, send us your contributions, large
and small, NOW !

STOP PRESS

As we go 1o press the gas worke
chester are striking again on the
in April. Once sgain troops are be
but the strike is extending to the Stockpor

Two thousand A. V. Roe return 1o work
on November 4th after being on strike for 12
days. They retum subn:cn to having represen-

Hon @l 8 FETCE employers and

in Man-

as

Paisley

The industrinl disputes and strike actions
during the war years have been notable that,
with the exception of the ever militant miners
and dockers, they have always been carried
out and organiscd most successfully by those
clements who nre cntirely new to the indus.
trinl procedure and are therefore neither con-
taminated nor disillusi I by the trade union
leadership.

The more conspicuous of these clements
have of course been the “Bevin bo and
the conscript women in the engincering indus-
tries. A good cxample of this was seen last
week at the Anchor Thread Works, Paisley.
These factories consist of non-union shops and
the dispute in progress there at the moment
has resulted in the first strike for 35 years.

The strikers say that they are being paid
less than £2 per weck which includes one
night overtime, and that whenever they arc
transferred to higher paid work they are still
paid at the old rates. Complaints were made
and a strike was averted the week before last
~when the firm, playing for time, asked for
48 hours to consider their demand; but when
the time expired nothing had been done.  Se
the workers walked out.

The strike so far only affects part of the
factory and the workers involved want more
support. This would probably have come
from another branch of the firm at the other
side of the town if the workers there had becn
acquainted with the facts; the strikers set
about to get the support of these other work
ers. Nearly 600 ~f the women strikers
marched resolutely thiough the west end of
the town to the other branch of the factory
When they arrived work was going on so that
it was only a natural and logical act for them
to stop all the machinery so that they could
state their case.  In a truly democratic man
ner the employers had the gates closed so that
the strikers were locked in the premises and

the police were called to throw them out.

Wommen

Finally the strikers left and a strong cordon
of police were stationed round the faetory.

Apparently some attempt has been made
by n teade union official to organise the strik-
ers, It scems obvious to us Ilml
already  organised, they orgs
cously and for a specifie purpose
do without the disrupting
bureaucracy.

Greenoeck &
Port Glasgow

A big demonstration of shipyard workers
in Greenock and Port Glasgow was held on
the afterncon of the 6th October, in support
of a claim for an increase in wages to meet
the rise in the cost of livi The meeting
Was "
unions and is yet another example that the
men arc using their own initative dand are
taking matters into their own hands. The
workers stopped work at two Greenock and
two Port Glasgow shipyards at 4.30 p.m
in order to take part in the demonstration
It is expected that further mass demon-
strations will be staged in December. The
men are growing impatient as they have
heard nm'*uvw further about the claim which
was lodged by the National Confederation
of Engincering and Shipbuilding Trades to
the Employer’s Federatdon. The workers
seem in earnest for already something like
o loss in wages is estimated as a conse-
ence of atrending meetings.

they are
sod  spontan-
and ecan well
tactics of union

Franco must thank Churchill

ENERAL FRANCO'S impudence grows as his

in Spain seems to get weaker.
Spain is an “organic democracy”

Franco had done to the democratic cause.

Franco’s assuredness can only be explained by the fact
power in Europe
is withering away it is becoming increasingly obvious that
the main supporters of the Franco régime are

thar he has powerful backers. As Hiter’s

and American governments.

This country had been supposedly fighting for democracy
years and yet at the same time it has sup-
Even the most ardent
defenders of British democracy find it impossible now to
disguise the facts and we have the case of Alvarez
ex-foreign minister to the Spanish Republican Government
appealing to Britain, not to declare war on Franco,
not to send arms to the Spanish guerrillas, but mm ¥ 10 stop
supporting F: ranco In an artcle in Reynolds News 29/10/

for the last five
ported a Fascist dictatorship in Spain.

meekly

he declares
refuse to give Franco that support he is
unable 10 evoke from the Spanish people.’
Alvarez del Vayo gives ample proof to the
effect that Franco'’s prestige among the gov-
erning class is solely due 1o his ability 1o
secure the friendship of the Allies. Says
del Vayo: “To deprive Franco of political
support by the Allies is to ensure his down-
fall. That impression, which I have long
had, was strengthened by a talk I had with
a Latin-American friend recently back from
Madrid. He was there on the day Churc-
hill made his eulogy of Franco in the House
of Commons, and he confirmed that that
speech exerted almost miraculous powers of
rejuvenation on the decaying Spanish
régime. Falangists who were discouraged
and depressed became confident and arro-

He now claims that
and that he
adopted a friendly antitude towards the Allies.

that he would have had the effrontery to make such fantastic
statements had not Churchill whitewashed him in a speech
he made this summer when he pointed to the good s

“I would be satisfied if the Allies would \lﬂlpl\'

position

has always
It is unlikely

the British

del Vayo,

/44

gant. The same phenomenon occurred in
the Madrid press 2

STATE OF UNREST
The fall of France has given
ani nti-fascists. Fran ha

and @ u
may wish 10 exaggerate
so as to have ar

n o

repressions and
of law and order in
General de Gaulle

Philip Jordan in the New:

s Chronicle 30/10/44

.\n\rgl.m centres.
the disorganisation of the railway system,

one should not judge
unrest by the extent of
«mvrwllr\ are not the
n Spain as they are in
Resistance expresses

i the felds by

ANCO Ku‘w complain
e (mrc.nm; parug
Saragoza and Coruna, strong
He also blames saboteurs for

sabotag
of sa
lonia,

Outside Spain the opposition to Franco !
(continwed on
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PEOPLE
IN ARMS

THE SITUATION in France demands the closest
attention from the working class everywhere. Be-
fore the Allied invesion, the country was held down
by the military power of the German occupation.
"War Commentary” has. already pointed out that
the slackening of the Nexi grip in France would
provide an oppertunity for the French working
class, would provide in fact, a revolutionary situa-
tion. But we added that the significant problem
would remain for solution—that of preventing the

i ition of another centralized Shtel

Class Struggle in America

VEN in peacetime the difficulties in
the way of a working class paper are
great. Because we do not have a staff of
full dme reporters, we are dependent for
our news on the capitalist press, on reports
which sympathisers send us and en other
working-class papers. War conditions make
our task even harder, especially with regard
10 news of the class struggle in other coun-
tries. It is extremely encouraging, there-
fore, when we receive copies of the Indus-
trial Worker from America, and we learn
that the L. W.W. is carrying on the class
struggle as fearlessly as it has always done.
News of the Industrial Workers of the
World does not get into the yellow press in
this country. The only “labour” organisa-
tons reported are the AF.L. and CIO,
which in spite of their apparent differences
occupy the same role towards the workers
—10 sell them our and at the same time t0
provide soft jobs for men like Murray and

The IW.W. does not go in for highly-paid
officials and the creatdon of a vast army of
labour bureaucrats, who become the controllers
of the instead of its servants. There

_ Events are now clothing these theoreti

blems of the lution in actuality

Dual Power

The French workers seized the opportunity pre-
sented by the Allied landings. A general strike
wes declared in Paris, while the armed bands of
the maguis seized control in the provinces from the
failing grasp of the armies of occupation. The
2rmed population became the source of initiative,
the tralized g { control ished, at
least for the time being. It has been said that
the only guarantee of freedom is the people in
arms, and elthough the general property relations
fund. 2l B, fad

are no labour barons in the IL.W.W., the move-
ment is run by the rank and file, and if it is
necessary to have full-ume workers they are
paid only the average wage in industry. The
Wobblies don’t go in for the political game,
either. They maintain that labour’s power is in
its ability to use the strike weapon, so their
acuvity is confined to the industrial struggle.
Always the ILW.W. is striving to extend its
field of acuvity, and the issue of July 8th of the
Industrial Worker carries the news that a new
attempt is 0 be made to organise the lumber
4 in Idaho. During 1936 Lumberworkers

in the country ined

it only required a spark to set alight the fires
which would consume the basis of the old econo-
mic order. Such & spark could easily be generated
by the deplorsble economic state in France. Un-
employment is increasing, and in Paris alone there
are 300,000 on the dole. Nor does the wage
increase of 40 per cent. do much to offset a rise
in the cost of living of between 300 and 400 per
cent.

The governmeat of de Gaulle has set about
recucing this dangerous position to one of “order”.
In effect, there exists to-day in France a duel
power, such as existed in Russis between February
end October 1917. On the one hand the armed
populace, on the other the central government
This is the background of the struggle of de
Geulle to disarm the popular milities.

‘Accordingly, on November Ist, the cabinet con-

comiortable exile, and did not endure the years
of occupetion, while the resistance groups, by con-
= e 2ll the danger” of ‘the underground

more oa persuasion and propagaada than on force.
He "has withd his originel @ ion to dissolve
the militia, end "hes insisted simply on the sur-
render of wezpons. But troops sent to carry out
thiz disarmement are already reported to have
withdrewa on seeing that they would be resisted.
Al The ILeaders Oppose Arms
In this <ituetfion, the fundamental position of the
government iz being greatly essisted by those
politicel sections who appear as its most vocal
positi The tee of freed is the
people in armz. For the government to establish
its conirel euthority theref the main probl
is the diserming of the people.
munists and other leeders of the Resistance move-
ment have shifted the emphesis on tc the question
of prestige. They meke much of the fact thet the
originel intention to dissclve the militie has been
“reduced” to the order for dizarming them.
The Netionel Council of Resictance “remeins an
unquestionable moral force” seys Emmonuel
DiAstier, one of its leading members. These men
ere not opposed fo the government, much less
to the principle of government. “We heve no in-
tention,”” soys-ancther of their spokesmen, “of en-
dangering the naticn’s usity or of questioning the
Goverament's euthority. We went order.” Nor
do they like to see the workerz armed. The "Daily
Worker” reported {2/11/44} thet M. Saillant, the

ported thet the Council heve proposed “the
crestion of Republican Civil Guerds to reploce the
iliti They would be under the contral of the

milities.

| of the land

Industrial Union, 120 of the I.W.W. made a
valiant effort to improve wages and conditions,
and they came up against the Weyerhaeuser
Lumber Corporation, one of the worst industrial
tyrants of America.

Speaking of the 1936 struggle the Industrial
Worker says:

“We opposed a group of employers led by
the company notorious in its desire ro impose
an industrial serfdom on the workers of the
company—the Weyerhaeuser Comapny—every
single dollar of whose millions is stained with
the blood of the men who were killed in the

ing of them, and whose record of land
and log stealing from the public domain
brands this company as one of the greatest
piratical groups in an era and area of piracy.

We paid for our struggle. Dalton Gentry,
Mike Sterz, and Conrad Hill, our fellow
workers and friends were murdered in cold-
blood—and their murderers are stll at large.
For the crime of murder they were fined
$250, and Weyerhaeuser paid the fines!

Men were wounded. Men were illegally
arrested and held ncommunicado. Men were

Jated, and every form of terror, physical and

psychic, was used to break the fighting hearts

of men who dared to demand a decent living
while making profit for the murdering, thiev-
ing Weyerhaeuser Corporation.”

Although the workers did not ger all their
demands, yer wages were increased in every
section of the industry, conditions were generally
improved and the lumber camps were cleaned
up.

Since 1936 Weyerhacuser have encouraged the

reformist unions AF.L. and C.1.O. 1o offset the -

LW.W. The AFL. and CLO. have given
no-strike pledges while the war is on, no wonder
they are popular with the bosses!

How the LW.W. Goes to
- Work

And what are the organising methods of the
LW.W. Let the Industrial Worker speak:

“The organizers are going thru Idaho mak-
ing contacts with all of the best clements
among the workers. They are building 2
rank and file organizing crew from the
lumberjacks themselves so that ‘organization
on the job’ can be successfully carried thru
in the months o come.

No big bankroll, no high pressure salesmen,
no full page ads in the capitalist press, no
ballyhoo nor bomb: ics this mem-
bership drive of the Lumberworkers own
union. The men who are lining up are men
who know that it is the worker himself who

alone can improve his wages and ‘conditions
of working.

More than all, there are real men in the
country, and in the indusry. Men who know
the tme of day, who know that if a thing is
worth having it’s worth fighting for. Men
who know the score and record of Weyer-
hacuser; of his pet unions of the A.F.L and
C.I.O. and who know the score and record of
the only union in the lumber industry con-
wolled top and bottom by the rank and file
worker.

The LW.W. is coming back in Idaho.
Coming back to stay—come hell or white-
water.”

The Philadelphia Strike

The capitalist press of this country represen-
ted the Philadelphia swrike as being merely a
race issue, that the white wransport workers were
going in for a jim crow labour policy, and that
there were no class issues at stake in the strike.
But the Industrial Worker dated August 12,
1944 gives the lic to all this, it prints stories
from the strikers themselves.

“When they say that we're on strike ‘against
the niggers’ they lie—and they know they lic!
what we are on strike against is the attempt
by the Roosevelt gangsters to settle on age-old
problem at our expense!

My grandfather and two of his brothers
died right here in Pennsylvania to free the
coloured people, and in the hopes of freeing
the white worker from competition with slave
labour. I want the coloured people to get the
same break as the whites. But what happens?

The white wash of the South are stll
using the coloured people as tools against
white labour. Roosevelr and the commies are

using the coloured people as twols in the very
samc way,”
And another worker writes:—

; ':Joba o guys like Rooscyelt are just figares
in.a book, somcthing that other people look at
bur which he can ke or leave alone. Jobs
1o so-and-s0's like these Transport racketeers
are l})xngz that they can sell 1o work-oxes like
me—if I kick back a part of my pay o feed
them fat and sasyy.

But a job among workers is like a bone
among a bunch of hungry dogy—something
to fight and snarl over. I don’t like o have
to act like 2 son of a bitch, but I don’t run
this world which makes me act that way if I
want 1o eat.

Believe it or not, we are on strike (0 stop
race riots like they had in Chicago at the end
of the last war.”

Yer another transport workers gives his views on
the stk

“Mc? I'm striking against those —, —,
bastards of the C.LO. racket!

A year ago we had a union here. Not
much of a one, bur we could trust it 1o look
after us in litde ways, and we knew that if it
was not so hot, at least it wouldn't sell us out
and wouldn’t chisel oo much out of our ducs.

Then the government put the C.1.O. Trans-
port racket in here. Of course there was an
honest clection. Don’t make me laugh brother,
There hasn’t been an honest count in this
town since they counted the cracks in the
Liberty Bell.

Can you tell me on¢ strike that the C.LO.
unions haven’t scabbed on during the last
wo years? I mean one honest to god strike
for the benefit of the workers who paid ducs,

You put me down as being on strike against

the C.LO. comranty racket. Aad there’s lots

more like me.”

So that when we actually sec what the sirikers
have to say about it it Turns oul an entirely
different story to that told in the British yellow
press, Maybe we cannot agree with all the
opinions cxpressed by the Philadclphia strikess,
but we must admit that in view of the wbolmlf:
misrepresentation given in this coutry they have
a right o be heard by the English

The LW.W. and Britain

These is of present no movement in this
country which corrcsponds to the LW.W. The
A.F.L. and CLO. are roughly cqual to the offi-
cial Trade Union movement in thet they have
been willing o sell out the workers 1w the boss
class by giving "no strike” pledges and geoerally
acting as official scabs. The workers in America
will find thar the LW.W. will not sct in this
way, but that it will continue to uphold the ban-~
ner of the class struggle against all comers. The
problems which face the British workers are the
same as those of the Americans, and in working
out the organisation which will fight their battles
the workers of this country would do well 1o
keep the “Wobbli in mind. Remember the
Preamble of the LW.W., which ends i~

It is the historic mission of the
working class to do away with capital-
ism. The army of production must
be organized, not only for the every-
day struggle with capitalists, but also
to carry on production when capital-
ism shall have been overthrown. By
organizing industrially we are forming
the structure of the new society within

the shell of the old.”  yACK WADE.

“YOWRE IN THE AR

The accounts of conditions in detention camps.
given in recent issues of War Commentary,
made clear the deplorable conditons which exist
in such places. But how many people realise
that life in a training camp can be egually
devilish> No one who has not experienced six
weeks “primary training” can have the slightest
idea of what it is like, and from all accounts
conditions vary little in different centres.

In 1943 I saw for myself, as a trainee at a
Primary Training Wing. in Lincolnshire, how
young recruits were broken in. We all suffered
alike during the month and a half spent in an
atmosphere of bullying and heartlessness. First
impressions are not always deceptive, and we
knew roughly what lay ahecad when we were
shown into Hut 14 on the first night. Thirty
or so had to sleep in what was nothing moyg
nor less than a cheerless shack, and after the
usual lecture from the N.C.O. in charge, we
trned in with the same feeling of sick despair
as one experiences in a prison cell. The next
day we changed from avilian clothes to uni-
forms, and after that the routine was always

‘ the same. We rose at six, washed and shaved

in a stone floored hur similar to what we Lived
in, with rwelve basins between us all, and an
ill-served breakfast was ready at seven. Obvious-
ly, the meals were an important subject with us,
and cveryone was disgusted with the stuff they
put out for breakfast, tea and supper. Dinner
was usually hot, and thus more acceptable,
whereas everything else was lukewarm or cold.
“Everything else”, incidentally, usually consis-
ted of weak tea and weaker cocoa, hard toast,
fried potatocs, bread and margarine, and on
Sundays, a “wifle” of stale cake soaked in so-
called ~ custard. Complaints were useless. It
was surprising the amount of money which was
spent in buying food in the canteen, and in fact
very little of the weekly 21/- was spent on any-
thing but food.

On such a diet, then, we were made 1o under-
go all the rigours and hardships so readily im-
posed on us. “Square bashing” was not the
least of these. The ‘green’ squad was daily
marched over and around a huge parade ground,
untl breaking point was all but reached, and
woe betide the youngster who made the wrong
moves! He was made to run round and round
the square unul exhausted, and may often form
the excuse for keeping us all confined to camp.
When this happened, we were told to take the
unfortunate wretch in hand, “for our own good™
—which of course meant a beating. In this
way, the squad was hardened and degraded, and
the weaker lost unity. Even the stronger were
litde bewer off. Another highly popular sport
practised by the N.C.O.s was the following: We
would be taken at night, with our gear on, into
nearby fields, and induced to crawl in mud and
dirt, after which we would be run back to camp
by abour ten o'clock. As there would be &
parade next morning, Mmore ume was passed in

cleaning kit than in sleeping.

More good times were bad by all when days
of inoculations came round. The last of thesc
was the least enjoyable. Mist and rain did not
help to create a better atmosphere, and a number
of young fellows fainted after having “the
needle”. They fell in the rain, and were lefi
in the rain untl they were able to rise. Not
much difference there between the brutality of
detention and the beastliness of the training
camp. And it must be remembered that almost
everyone was below twenty years of age. Quite
a few deserted. One begged his mates 1o injure
him, and followed their refusal by running away
to Hull, where he was caught.

After inoculation, we were supposed to huve
48 hours off, but things were not allowed to
grow slack. The following morning all had to
stand rigidly by their beds, on which kits were
le an officer crawled round. Fis
d almost an hour, and when a lad
fell on his face in a faint the inspection -
tinued as before! Nothing was 1o upset “dis-
cipline”.

The recruits had but one escape to long for
daily—a free night. As dull and as miserable
as the nearby town was, it was wonderiul (o
be away for 2 few hours from the unimaginable
weight of torture and repression of our quarters.
Bur here again, cven this meagre “privilege” was
too often denied us. A rific could be clean
for all to see, yet if an N.C.O. said it was filthy,
filthy it must be, and the squad must be kept
in,

All this is brutality in one form or another,
and people in the town appreciated the fact so
much as to call our barracks a “‘concentration
camp”. The inmates agreed. We were over-
joyed to leave ir; but as we were tp learn,
Primary Training Wing was only the start, oaly
the iniual process of crushing and numbing.
Army life was not whar coloured posters and
press articles made out. Here were the same
elements that go into the creation of Gestapo
and Ogpu—but the physical and mental and
morzal devilry heaped on raw recruits was more
refined than non-democratic methods. God
knows, it was effective enough. Glasshouse or
prison, barracks or training wing, there is no
difference in the fundamental use to which they
are put. All are the tools of authority; an ex-
pression of a negative philosophy that will die
the death it deserves.

PUBLIC LECTURES
FREEDOM PRESS ROOMS

to be held at
27 BELSIZE ROAD, LONDON, N.W.6.
(Near Swiss Coltage Underground)
.20 p.m.
17th NOVEMEER by Ciifford Holden
DAIRY FARMING
24th NOVEMEER by M. L. Berneri
ITALY TO-DAY

MY NOW”

The youth who were kept standing on the
parade ground, in gym kit, in biner cold for
thirty or morc minutes; the recruits who were
run off their feet, or left lying on the rain, were
for the humiliating and dchumanising mulitary
not convicts, But they were ready material
machine. Conscripted to fight for “freedom”,
they werce deprived of freedom. It is a charm-~
ing example of democracy at work.

There are many who won’t forget.

P.

C.R.

FREEDOM BOOKSHOP
132 Cheltenham Road, Bristol

Freedom Press publications advertised elsewhere
in this issue also in stock. The following books
arc sull available:
BRANCH SYREET Marie Pancth 6/~
THE PECKHAM EXPERIMENT A
A Study in the Living Structure of Sociely  12/6
WHY DON'Y WE LEARN FROM -
FISTORY + Liddell Har| -
WORKERS IN STALIN'S RUSSIA M. L. lorncr‘l ?:
THE RUSSIAN PEASANT AND
OTH doha Maynarg 5/-

THE RUSSIAN ENIGMA A
STALIN'S RUSSTA AND THE CRISIS aale
IN SOCIALISM Mo T Esoment /e

ARCHITECTURE FOR CHILDREN J. & M. Fry 76
THE CULTURE OF CITIES L. Mumtord 15/~
ARY AND INDUSTRY Herbort Read 12/6
EDUCATION THROUGH ART Horbert Read 25/-
EDUCATION Herbert Spencer 2/-
MONEY MUST GO Philoren 2/6

RIGHTS OF MAN o i
THE PASSING OF HEAVEN & HELL J, ufé&'s‘é &‘
A MARTIAN EXAMINES CHRISTIANITY /6

THE LIBERTY OF MAN RGN -
PENALTIES UPON OPINION Bradiaugh Boauer 2.
BANNED BOOKS OF ENGLAND Alex Craig 7/6
THE RELIGION OF THE OPEN MIND

A. G 8
ARMIES AND THE ART OF oaRe BieSa

VOLUTION K. C. i
THE HISTORY OF THE IRISH CITIZEN Chorievivze
ARM

7 M. .
HUMAN REPRODUCTION AND bt ol
VENEREAL DISEASE
AEORTION: RICHT OR WRONC
Dorot
SELECTIONS FROM THE WORKE on” ' Murtle 2/6
CERRARD WINSTANLEY

Dr. J. Drow 3/6

THE SAYINGS OF LAO TZU K
TAOIST TEACHINCS 376
SELECTED WORKS OF VOLTAIRE 2/

NOW Volis. 1 & 2 Edited by G. Woodcock,
THE LANGUAGE & THOUCHT OF il

THE CHILD
THE CHILD'S CONCEPTION OF Piager 1218
AUSALY I
THE MORAL JUDGMENT OF THE P15/
CHLD Piaget 15/ -

JUDGMENT & REASONING IN THE

HIL] Py
WAR AND THE CHILD MIND e 1%/:
YOUNG CHILDREN IN WARTIME Anna Freud 1/0
SEEDS OF CHAOS Vera Britain 3/6

STARVATION IN EUROPE G. H. Bourne 5/-
THE LOOM OF LANGUAGE Bodmer 15/-
HAZLITT SELECTED ESSAYS 5/~
HEINRICH HEINE: WORKS OF PROSE 15/
SOUTH WIND Norman Douglas §/6

Please add for g¢ on books as follows: Orders
up to 1/- add 2d. postage: to 3/- add 3d.; 3/-
Lo &/- add 5d.; &/- Lo 15/- add over 15/- add 13,

ALL POWER TO

FOR GENERATIONS the Chinese peasant has main-
wined an indifferent and passive atttude towards the
rivalres of the armed bandits. For them one party is
They all want to exploit the
peasant, 10 rob him of the meagre fruit of his labour,
and In China, as in parts of India,

just as bad as anorher.

they all want taxes.

the soldier’s profession was regarded with contempt as

eguivalent to banditry. Soldiers and buichers are not
accepted as members of the Buddhist community.

Chiang Kai-shek’s national-democratic “New Life”
movement and the Chinese Red Army Commissars have 1o
some extent revised this rraditional conception. The latter
originally taught the peasants thar the aim of struggle was
10 lead it 1o its revolutionary objective—the expropriation

the great landowners and wsurers, and the taking-over
Thus, as in Russia, the
ese Communist Party found its fullest support among
peasanmts, They threw off their resignation and' pas-
ed the Red Army p::}lunmrﬂy with informa-
guerrilla groups, ormed acts of sabotage,

fought with a heroism equal to that of the

by the peasants.

Japanese Imperialism.

Kiangsi they went north,

abolition.

/

/

CHINA

the civil war gave the Japanese Imperialists the chance to
attack a country weakened and exhausted.
Manchukuo, and Sir John Simon became the apologist for

When the Chinese Communists were driven out of
] 1 For some ume the capital of
Chinese Communism was Shensi in the North West. At
present, Yenau is the recognized capital of the Communist
border districts which include 26 countries reaching into
the four provinces of Kansa, Nighsia, Shensi, and Shansi.

The Chinese Communist Party co-operated with the
Kuo Min Tang, which massacred the Communist and
revolutionary peasants by the hundred thousand under the
slogan of “National Salvation”.
Army was handed over to the reactionary generals of the
butcher Chiang Kai-shek. The social advances of the
Soviets have been curailed to the point of almost complete of
The Chinese C.P. leaders have given up the
confiscation of private property and the immediate realiza-
p’on of communism altogether, and have substituted Nat-
ional democratic reformism of the Kuo Min Tang brand.
Landlords who fled during the days of the land revolution

TEIE

live on the
rents.

They occupied

—

VIETS

of 1925 have rerurned. They have received back 8o per
cent. of their land.
landless peasants.

The other 20 per cent. was given ©
Thus the returned landlords once more
toil of the peasant, and receive “reasonable”

Capiralists and capital are welcome and are guar-
anteed profits,
ized by the Stare.
to return and their safety and property are assured.
The Chinese peasants trusted the Communist party and
died for the slogan “The Land to the Peasants”.

Only 20 per cent, of industry is social-
Western missionaries are encouraged

They

have been betrayed just as their brethren in Russia were

betrayed.

The control of the Red

or the Kuo

(In 1936 the Soviets in Russia were finally
abolished by St
soviets of soldiers
cussion among privates is forbidden.” The submission of
group complaints or complaints on behalf of others is
treated as muriny.
of the revolutionary tradition—the system of Political
Commissars—disappeared on the order of Stalin.

The massacre of the Kronstadr sailors in 1921 opened
the door to the reaction which to-day rules in Russia. In
China the wholesale executions of revolutionary workers
and peasants similarly marked the bloodstained footsteps
the counter-revolution.
grand attempt of the workers and peasants to establish 2
new society based upon councils or soviets, was betrayed
from the first moment that they accepted the direction
of the political parties, the Bolsheviks, the Chines¢ CP,
Min Tang, the party of Chiang Kai-shek-

in). In 1917, the workers had organized
in the Red Army. To-day, all dis-

In the last few years the last remnant

In China, as in Russia, the
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& bare 47 hour week with an avernge wade
of &4 10 0. ineome tax is dedueted
there is not mueh left 10 keep a home together

“"m “‘:’-':"-:;:*1‘ m'h'::: and raise a family. Many protest meetings
s = oy Pils Sas inerassed the are  being  held. On Merseyside  Union
w.m‘ of apprelension over the future officials have slways ruled with a strong hand
prospects, which past s and have tried 1o force the men to toe the
= the ¢ of the 1930°s has line of official union policy. But the more
copeciatly “"“"_ ] ) helli an il k in the yards
&"‘2 e e et are sizing up the situstion and voicing (heir
ol fist ths noed { prini with the result that this unofficinl
"“‘: ::"" 40 ¢ The "‘M z opposition is getting n large backing. Meet-
"."""‘“_ P g e i gl ings are being held in every shop and shipe
: “the “.“ St h’”m 11 muech to the concern of the union officials.
maile thal The e t s of the There ‘s a new procedure come into being
i h‘-‘:y. ..:.- whale 5":::' recen: 5 which is :-u-in‘ many stoppages :‘ml
2 rapidly back PR 2 much unrest. When men are working under
They now see elearly loutarly ditty of avwk N titions they

usually demand extra pay. The employers
have a fair idea usually of the conditions, nnd
they have often complied with the demands
being made. But more and more the control
of ship repairs have been taken out of the

hands of empl and come under the dircet
control of the Admiralty. Therefore employ-
ers are forced to obtain ?emin,i\onl_lnlm lhe‘y

ean make any

institation like the Admiralty con have no
knowledge of conditions. This is surely a
lesson for those who still clind to the belicf
that nationalisation of industry is the cure for
all ills. We say it will promate cven greater
ills.

UND THE
HIPYARDS

TYNE—JARROW

The men are endaded in agitation for o
shorter working week and more money and
untl this is fortheoming they resent the our.
tailment of overtime.

A dispute in the Walker Naval Yard von-
cerns a semiakilled man who was put in
charge of n mew gas-outting machine, The
man  had previously worked on e planing
machine and had always given satisfaction.

hoil ke U ory that
skilled eaulker should operate the machine,
In protest they took the matter inta their own
hands, ehanged over to timeswork and refused
to work pieee rates.  This method of protest
is unique and s becoming o regolar practive
on Tyneside—it is a good dircet action “hit.
back' poliey. The employers have not fore
gotten that some months ado the rivelers
adopted the same taotics when a elaim for o
new rate was not grantod—they have not for.
gotten the resulting poor ovtput.  The em-
ployers argue that they are looking to the
future in taking advantage of new technique
and labour-saving devices, and they do not
regard it as essentinl that sech  machines
should be operated by skillod men.  Sure, we
all agree with that attitude—but no sacking
of meng let's have a reduction of hours and
o share in the profits.  In other words just
five us a chanee to control our own outfit.

e ——————

The recall of General Stilwell from the Bur-
mese theatre of war has unloosed a flood of
press “revelations” about Chiang Kai-shek and

Kuomintang ment. ‘The New York
Times, for example described the Chinese Gov-
a8 “a il 1 anti-d ic régime,

The Stilwell Episode

of 1943, according to a_ Governmental spoker-
man, were to the value of £1,250,000 sterling on
Government account, and £25,000,000 through
commercial channels, For Anarchists, the mili
tary dictatorship of Chiang Kai-shek has never
seemed like a democratic free republic. We
have known for years that massacres of Chinese
workers and peasants brought Chiang to power,
Needless to say, these facts are well enough
known to the capitalist press also. It s too
for J:cm to claim that the facts

about China have been concealed because of the
“iron censorship”, for there is nothing to prevent
returned correspondents from telling the facts,
ilﬁ of course, their papers will print them |
indignation of the leader-writers is so much

* * *
EISENHOWER AS NEW FUHRER

more d with its political
than in driving the Japanese from
ina”, The Daily Aém (2/11/44) xk;ihru:
“The present ines ernment, ACCoT! to
Here also fhe evertime situation has come all observers, is becoming i gl '?‘-
well to the fore. At many yards on the and distrusted. It maintains three secret police
river Ii?‘nﬁ- have been staged services, and concentration camps for political
- per week incremse. Small
strikes are € place everywhere. A
mumber of sheet-metal workers stopped work 2
“““Mﬁmm ypOcrisy.
Giluee labour come into the industry; about
100 riveters also struck work beosuse they
maitsined that they were not even receiving
the minimmm wage for the olass of work
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Order your copy now . . .
WORKERS IN STALIN’S
RUSSIA by M. L. Berneri

88 pages 1s (post 3d.)
| Freepom PRrESS, 27 Belsize Road,
London 2 N.W.6

FOR GERMANY

The Civil Affairs Division of SHAEF an-
nounce that Eisenhower, as Supreme Com-
mander-in-Chicf will be the new Fiihrer of
occupied zones in Germany.  His power, says
the Daily Mail correspondent at SHAEF head-
quarters, “will be as absolute as that of
Hitler”.

Shaef plans for the military rule of Ger.
many provide that “Nazi officials will be
ordered to remain at their administrative posts
for the prescervation of funds, property, and
records.” 8o the evil farce of “‘uprooting
Fasci which has gone on in Italy with
the of Fascist chiefs of police, is to be
repeated in Germany.  Just to drive the point
home, General Holmes stated that any Ger-
man who kills a Nazi will be treated as o

CORBRES

PONDENCE

The Rall Steike of 1919

Deéal Gotirades

Tin reading 8 the above article by Top
Reywn Wiy relerence (o the vounter ptiaek by 1
NU R, poder the parmgeaph “Counter Offen
sive', 1 wonder Bow mnny people kiow that (h
Railwaymen weee primarily fndebited w Comae
Tom Keell for (hat opporiimnity 2

To relate what I mean, 1 was in London
hollday when the sirike staried, ad wis atay o
with (nm Keell and Lilian Walle in Willosder
Tom was editor of Freedom at the time, pid wis
in close touch with the Printees’ snd Cotigos
tots’ Uplon,  As o member of the NU I g
o keent Teade Unionist, 1 wie very mivich g
at the reports in the press, which without exeep
tion gave only the gvernment's slde of the gas
o the disadvantage of the men, the apporiuny
o reply being denfed 1o the men's reprosenia
tives. One night when all had retled exvept
Tom Keell and mysell; we were falking about
the injustice of (he press repofts. When Tom
asked why 1 did not enguire 1 the Composiore’
union (of which he was a member, and had
many friends in (0 had been appronched, [ ad
mitted that 1 hada't given the matter ¢ thought,
although 1 Bad been 1w Unity Hovse, our Hend
Office, Me outlined a plan and  suggesiod |
interview the local strike commitios, wha, by the
wity oceupled the “Howard Hall" High Steeer,
Willesden, only about 40 yards sway

I was deeply impressed with Tom Keell's
suggestlon, and T visited the Moward Ml next
morning.  As we on the North Mastern Rallway
had Just won a very suceossful steike g the
North on the ‘Pyesight Teste”, of which move
ment T was secretary from the start untl the
strike ended, my name was recognlzed by many
members  of  strike  committes  composed  of
N.UR, and ASLE &F. (loco men's unlon)
1 was made welcome, and immediately askod for
an opportunity to put Tom Keell's suguestion
before the whole committee for their considera
tion.

A meeting ook place and 1 outlined Tom
Keell's plan and I:L foith In the compositon
giving their support i they were appronched foy
that purpose. A resolution was passed in a few
minutes and o deputation from the strike com
mittee wan appointed o meet the London Fed
arntion of District ouncils (NUR), and sk
them to approach tle Printers’ and Compositors’
Union for thelr cocoperation (o foree the press
o give J. L, Thomas an opportunity (o put the
men's case nlongside that of the government
In the meantime, Tom Keell was to do his part
among his friends the compositors

A message was sent o me at Tom Keell's
house informing me of the success of the depu-
tation from the Howard Hall, und that the
compositors were o hold o meeting to decide the
Quickest and best action to be taken o get the
men's case published,

For the reason given by Tom Brown in his
article re everyone being rationed, we were in an
embarrassing position as my wile and lutle girl
were with me, so we were compelled (o get away
from London as soon as possible.  We left Lon-
don by bont before I knew the result of the joint
action. But on arrival in Newcostle the first
news which grected me wis that *J. 1, i
replies to the government on behnlf of the rail-
waymen"

1 addressed a large mee
a Picture Hall in Ga ead that same day and
told them my story, 1 did not see Tom Keell
for a while after this incident, but he told me
that the compositors’ decision was that unless
the Railwaymen's representatives were given the
opportunity to state their c In reply to the
government, they would refuse to print anything
concerning the strike for the government I'his
was just what Tom Keell said ought (o be done,
if the railmen approached his union I'he part
he played personally I never knew—Tom was
not in the habit of paying himsell complimenty

ing of railwaymen at

But I have my opinion of his persunsive abilities,

hd bave no diiln i e loglesl prgamen
Olagesd Bi Wipsang g il destuban ol ha
Tollow  wurkefs 15 Walte will eyt o8
(hie whry I reard 6 e part played by Tom
Hewl, withemigh  ahe simy  men  rerosmber
deviile whieh | v tihined siwve

| have mwntioned these fow Tacie ay gie whio
Gk et 16 W e steiken of (et period, s

o Bewn's aroele reficohed  my ey

Wyl e even did noy know hiow imuch we were
trdebried 1o our ol g Beloved comiade 1
Keoll, whe Hved only for Wis ldewl, Aparehism,
(ndividual fraedom, and tove of his fellows

Yotire fraternall
G, W TINDALL

Ned Novembor

Dear Comdes,

Comgratulations 16 the new stze snd (he lvely
fakeip of new War Commentary; many hsppy
retrns ! Bt ae you ask for positive eritielsm,
Bere it v In the artiels on “Moveniber Mat
l{u" Comde Kon Hawkes glves o survey of
the most important evenits In Mad Moveribers,
bt e omine two years, 1917 and 1910 Why?
Dowa fe wieh 0 silencs the faet of the Russinn
and Creriminn Hevolution 1o which hundreda and
thausands of  good  Anarchiste  enthusisationlly
tonik et Burely both events are the two most
imporant faote 1 Buropean PUStry and not svien
un Andrehist can deny thie (aet, {n 1017 thous
wnfids ol Musslun workers, Anarihisis, Soclulists,
Communisg allke lost thelr lyves for the eaise
of the Mevolutlon and when It went lgler a
fotalitarinn conree, the reuson was that the Liber-
tarlan movement dn Bussls waes & very sosll
minorily among the Bocislisig, In spite of the
wreat teadition of Bakunia snd Kropotkin

Alsa in 1910 In Germany hundreds of good
compndes of il Bocinlist shades gnd  croeds,
among them Peich Mabersanth, (Berling, Oscur
Lonsman (Weemen), Webirend and  Jorensen (of
the Med Soldiers' Leg u-( Jordun, Laojewskl,
Merx, Milkert (Togel), xAn fer wnd Vernbueh (of
Vorware), Aol Pulneckek (Bottrap) wnd many
othors willingly wave their lives in order (o save
the Revolutlon, not for a party's sabe, but fog
us all, Voo,

Scottish Socialint's Congratulutions

D Comrnieo,

Congratulations on reading your 100th [ssue
I ownd other members of the purty enjuy War
Clommentary very much, 1 miny sy, lor miysell,
thut I have learnod many lessons from yout
pages, I oam a Seondsh Natlonslist and a
Soclalist, 1 eannot forget elither, becwuse that
would mean shutting out purt of my conseions
news. And 1 am not prepured (o do that, None
the lows, T am sure that there Is very little
difference between the kind of Nfe that you and
I want to live, and that's o point of unity 1o
be getting on with,

May 1 recall the words which John Maclean,
the great Scottish ant-militarist of the last war
shouted 1o hix comreades ny he was belng led ol
1w prison?  “Keep t golng, boys! eep It
polng 1"

Best wishen, Yours sincercly,
A CLARK SMITH,
Hon Sec.,
*

Scottish Soclalist Party,

.

1o per T THies
times [ heartily and deeply agree with. T'he
paper In all a revolutionary can demand;] sincess
and clearly understandable for everyone, Con
wratulations for the hundeeth fssue!l  About the
lust lssue and Prancesco Ghezzl; when | was
in Russin I teled always 1o bring the conyersa-

ton roy to hin pame.  But all T got was
YOl he's  somewhere—bloody Ansrchist, like

Makhi

“The bombing of the Ruhr makes me think
of all my friends from Bochum ete, where there
wus i very strong Anarchist Youth group,  And
now, all the best for our paper, the future
fight and final victory,”

Raussia’s Sergymen have
collected 1000000 roubles
(a rouble is 2 htte more
thar tempence) for the
farilies of Red Army
E: and (heir fund fo
s 150000000 rou

ter 10 Marshal
Sulin, telling Wim this
Acting-Pattiarch  Alezei
speaks of Swalin as “Ouw
Gear  supreme  Jeader
whoms God Bas semt

us.
Daily Mirrar, 24/10/44,

THE DREAM

Mz desammed that eremy bomtits were falling
on the United States. Everyoody was runeiny
through cattage snd Blood and sgomy w the
sarmnoth dir-taid shelter beyond e cty. He
ran @i,

As be peared (he shelter, the coowd thickentd,
the comdusion increased, the forward memvememn

The emteance 10 the sheder was wide
enough 1o admit the entire city ! one time, but
suene were Being turned beck, s that the others
hind dificality gevting theeragh w safety

He ovfld nen understand . There was 1oom
for sll, and 2l would slready have been out of

i theve wers o sttempt 1o keep ceriain

g

Thess be saw the buge sign sbwe the sheiter.
¥t read: WHITES ONLY

Bust thie whites wete swrl %3 unmtitigated cruel
o ubgiet b suppned, They kad provided an
othier shelier for the Ylack men snd women and
Silldeen. True, it was smalier and finsier and
Stugted whete the Somln wiridd 181l thickest,
Bon ot was 3 dbelier, wase/t 17

security wat endangreed a8 3 rewd)
o e

desurnnd ghe 4

s wn Kol
was white. The sufery
of (e Siter wys Just
abead of b, He
pushed forward

At the exitrance (hers
was aterther sign, oni

the

SHACKLES USED BY . ..
BRITISH

When Gunner Zeph Smith, Canadian Artil-
Jery, was charged at @ Bramshott, Hampshire,
court martial yesterday with being absent with-
out Jexve and wearing naval uniform, his defend-
ing officer said he was mystified why Smith was
in shackles for 23 of the 34 days he spent in
close arrest awaiting trial,

He had 10 sieep in them, and the only time
be had them off was at meal times,

Daily Mail, 6/10/44.

BRITISH IMPOSE KING
ON GREEKS

The first move by Leftist clements to oust
King George has been defeated by the opposition
of the British Government,

All parties, excepting the Royalists, favoured
the appointment of a Regency Councll to func-
tion in the king's absence, which was tantamount
1o depriving him of his powers until he returns,

The British refusal to sancton the Regency
resulted in the proposal being dropped.

News Chronicle, 23/10/44.

U.S. AMBASSADOR PROFILE

As o liberal capitalist,
Martiman  is  eminently
fitted 10 handle the job of
U.S. ambassador 1o the
Soviet Unlon, a post in
volving the delicate bal-
ance ol understanding be
tween  Communism  and
democracy,  ‘T'rue he In
herited the Union Pacific
from his futher, (s sald to
have made  $100,000,000
on his own.

- Through the

Press

NO FRATERNIZATION WITH
GERMANS—ARMY ORDER

Sixty thoussnd copies of a German phrase.
book issued  to American troops arc heing
withdravwn.

The tone of the dislogues in the book is
now  considered (oo friendly, writes Basil
Gingell, Fxebange Telegraph correspondemt
with the American Army.

The phrase-books were isued by the Army
wuthority to help troops over the language
difficulty in Germany.

News Chronicle, 7/10/44
I3

American troops in Germany are obeying
Eisenbower's order not w mix with the populs
tom s well that only one conviction weekly per
recorded
¢ @ bur or café con
under » literal interpretation of instruc
When & house is taken over for us as
the whole family is moved imo another

titutes frater

s who broke the no-fraternisation order
have been fined from £10 w £15 ~Reuter
Daily Herald, 2/11/44

STRETCH OUT YOUR HAND
—ITALIAN SOCIALIST
APPEAL

y Get in tauch with the German anti-national-
ists. ln’ your town, in your factury you cers
twitdy will find Germune who have the sume
ideas you hwve and who, jus like you, hope,
sopire and -fvu“lc for their liberntion. Help
them in "hen fight, secept their help in yomr
fagint aguinst fuscists wnd spiest If there are
smang Germens many Noazis who treat yon
Z oartempt, there are many Ger.
y d love you as the

have to be treated by you as enemies, ns all

fighters for liberty trent them, To the others,

streteh out your hand as the comrades fight
ing for a common esuse.

Appeal of the Italian Socialists

in Italy to Socialist and proletarian

outh, Quoted in

The Call (U.S.A), 28/7/44.

PROTEST AGAINST
JINGOIST CAMPAIGN

Another disgusting article has appeared in
the Sunday Dispatch, this vme on October |1,
under the title ‘Fawed Calf and Macaroni', It
Is difficult indeed w0 comprehend what good
such effusions are supposed to do towards better
international  understanding and common  de
cancy, The pretext was the billeting of Italian
Anti-Fascist co-operstors in houses st Pioner
It is true enough that it §s a scandal that Britsh
homes are not being repaired quicker after the
destruction of thelr roofs by the buzz-bomb
But this provides no excuse for a low attack on
men who have been found 1o be enemies of the
Fascist régime, and who have in fact volunteered
for service anywhere, just as their brothers are
carrying on in the Alps one of the most coursg
ous guerrilla fights of the war, as Genersl Alex
ander has pointed ot T'hese 1
viously got to be billeted efficiently,
can get on with their work for our common
war effort. It is monstrous that the very paper
which supported Mussolini in ltaly before 1he
war, and strenuously  advocated Mosley and
Pasclsm here, should be one of those to muke
this ill-bred attack. Tt iy also disgusting that
any organs of the press should try to make the
decent human feelings of British civilians, and
the sympathetic smiles of British women and
gitls to unfortunate men, seem like something
disgusting and treacherous

World Review, Nov, 1944

o that they

Harriman, an advertis
mat, likes horses and dogs, Scotch and soda
the spurkling expanse of his pet project, Sun
Valley, e has let his 150-room house in Har
riman, N.Y., fall into arstocratic dilapidation
The Harrimany' New York duplex has no din
ing room, and although thelr Sands Poing L1,
estate Iy magnificently comfortable, it (s unosten
tutious,

Harriman wants world peace ns well a8 pence
between Capital and Labour.  In keeping with
his personal philosophy, he Is working for what
he wants with what he's got.  As he puts it
“It i ns indefensible for a muan with money not
it for the berefit of his country, as It is

s dream of a diplo

10 s
for a labourer o refuse o work.”

L 5/9/44
We agree with Mr, Harriman, why should

a labourer refuse to work, particularly if he

can make himself a mere $100,000,000
Harriman s apparently very popular in
Moscow, as everyone knows the leaders

of the Socialist Fatherland have a solt spot

for prosperous capitalists

THE ELECTION RACKET

Commercial  yadio, where  time e Indeed
money, makes an election campulgn extremely
expensive It costs about 40,000 dollars to put

Roosevelt on the wir for half an hour, One radio
network slone will charge about 14,000 dollars
aly for time, and to get u country-wide audi
you should have your speech brondeast oves

at leant two of the four netwark

Lo displace Vrank Sioutea, for fnstance,
12,000 dollare.  “This abviously menns that (he
party with the most money cin secure the big
gest nudiences, and so for Dewsy and the Re
publicans have had far more time on the mdio
than Roosevell and the Democtats

Schoolgirls who idolise Veank Sinatea  are
wenting a lapel button rending “Fraankie's fo
Roosevelt and so ain 1"

Reynolds News, 29/10/44

Coikle

GILDING THE PRIMROSE

More than 800 working-closs delegates from
varfous purts of Britaln are In attendance at the
Communist Party’s seventeenth congress, which
began on Saturday in London,

Perhaps the strongest Impression 1 recelved
at the first two sessions was the absence, or af
least the under-emphasis, of Ideological propa-
o It wan as U, In the presence of moment
oun practical fssues, the delegates had no time
or Incnution for traditional modes of expression.

I'he chairman's tble was draped with the
British and Russian national flags I'he Tories
might have held a meeting In the same place
without remaoving o single decoration

I'here was plenty of fervour for internationsl
and domestic causes, much pride in the rise of
the party’s status here and In the Communist
contribution 1o the war effort, but very little
evidence of revolutioniry class feeling

J. Cummings in
News Chronicle, 30/10/44

THAT COWARDLY WEAPON

I'he New York Times; {n o report (o-day
from Dayton (Ohlo), sald it wis disclosed t
that ten major aviation wat plants have been
engaged for ten weeks In tiening out exact
replicas of the German V1 robuts

Major General Bennett Meyees, who made the
disclosure, was reporied (o have emphasised that
the bombs ure being mude for testing purposes
only, Mass production is under considerstion,
he safd, and experimenta with the robots might
tuke pluce aguinat the Japanes He added that
the problem of mupufacturing Cerman robots
has been solved

Loter to-dny the War Depuriment in Wash
Ington and the Nord Motor Company sonounced
that 0 Jet-propulsion engine for robot bombs wis
being produced by the Ford Company

Manchester Guardian, 24/10/44,

THE LAW

Reno's  opposite  in
divorce matters—Malin

where divorce ls not
permitted, han  gaoled
# couple on 8 charge
of aduliery

On the complaint of
his wife, Richard Tes
taferrats, 52, and his
girl friend, Mary P
rotta, 37, were churged
with erimingl aduliery,
which s novinnlly wled by Judge und jury

Jurots invarlably refuse to conviet on such
charges

Pt
under
s the
sl

the Criminal Court |5 now controlled
the Defence Regulations by magistrates
couple have Both beon senteneed, the man
miths' and the woman 1o four months
fmprisomment, without & jury el

Datly Mirror, 2%

10/ 44




4

WAR COMMENTARY—FOR ANARCHISM, 11th, NOVEMBER, 1944

REDUNDANCY & DILUTEES

NE of the most abused words of cur-
rent English is the word redundancy,

and as its use and misuse is causing con-
siderable confusion, even amongst those
who should know better, an effort to define
its meaning may be appreciated. The dic-
tionary states that redundancy is the quality
of being superfluous, and the word super-
fluous is defined as meaning, more than
enough, unnecessary or uscless. That being
s0, it is clear that when one is told that
there is growing redundancy in a factory it
means simply that a growing number of
workers in that factory are becoming un-
necessary or useless to the employer. Once
upon a time this state of affairs would have
: and while the

vice Officer, or Manpower Board are faced

with the stark reality, and see quite clearly

the approach of this dread satellite of com-

Unemployment, no matter how it is disguised

under unfamiliar terms, holds still the same

threat to the existence and welfare of the work-

ing class, and though it meantime may serve the

m@udﬂumﬁy&smmlin growth,

confuse the workers with talk of ‘transfer-

of labour’, ‘changes to peace-time industry’,

fine phrases, it is obvious that the

worker will be asked to face up to the problem
in the very near future.

Unemployment, Part of Present
System

Unemployment cannot be separated from the
present system of exploitation, and this fact is
admitted by the government and all the leading

significant that

when capitzlism is removed.

Post-war planning is not confined to schemes
of social security for the workers. British in-
dustrialists who, since the beginning of the war,
have lost markets in Canada, South America,

alia, the Far East, and elsewhere, are much
more concerned in planning to enter the post-
war

reaction to this aggressive policy of their rivals
is to attack the wages and conditions of the
British workers, and attempt to smash these con-
ditions, and if possible, to bring them below the
level enjoyed by the American worker. Whether
this plan will be successful has yet to be decided,
but the fact to be remembered is that the attempt
10 carry 1t out is now being made.

A Merry-go-round of Transfers

In a large number of factories throughout the
there is increasing ‘redundancy’. It is
claimed that this is a natural sequence in the
progressive change-over to peace-time produc-
tion, and to make it appear more plausible the
man-power boards, in connivance with indus-
triglists and T.U. officials, have adopted a merry-
goround of transfers. It is gquite common, as
is the case of the transfers from Dalmuir R.O.F.

po— b
FREEDOM PRESS

PUBLICATIONS
® POLICY

TRADE UMIONISM OR SYNDICALISM?
Tom Brown
ﬁ#ﬂ‘u . (postage 1d.)
W LIFE TO THE LAND George Woodcock
6d. (postage 1d)

E 8
l&‘:&ﬁ&'l AND SOCIETY Georie Woodeock

%2 ] 2d. (postage 1d.)
YOTE -WHAT FOR” E, Malaiesta
6 pagesn 24, [poslage 14.)

® THEORY
ABLC, OF AMARCHILM A. Berkman

105 1s. ipostage 2d.)
AMARCHY OB CHAOS George Wondesck

124 2. 6d. (postage 36.)

Ak neny . n.m-}.;u

4 {postage )

mxll Selections from his Writings
Chosen by Morbert Read

YI.EIJ Cloily s, 64

i

paper 2s. 64 (posl 3d.)
AGE BYRTEM P. Kropsikin

2d. (pustage 1d.)
ml' IOMARY GOVERMMENT

P. Kropoikin

i ] = 3d. (postage 14 )
ml‘fl~!7! HISTORIC HOL

P. Kropotkin
44 ; 15, (postage 2d.)
ﬂm BCIEMCE AND AMARCHIEM

P. Kropotkin
1 ! Is. (postage 2d.)
ILOSOPHY OF ANARCHIEM

Merberi Head
V7 pages

is. (poatage 24 )
® GENERAL

BRITISH GENERAL STRIKE Tom Brown
: #4. (postage 1d )
WILMELMEMAVEN HEVOLT loarus
& 6d. (postage 14.)
KEOMBTADT REVOLT A. Ciliga
2d. (postage 14d. )
ISSUES IN THME PRESENT WAR
3 Marcus Graham
6d. fpostage 14
dohn Olday
42 Cartouns 18, 84 (posiage 3d )
L WE LIVE THE DEATH WE DIE
£ primted tuv‘::gl dumu' fpoatage 8d.)
L @
SELECTIONS FROM POLITICAL JUSTICE
o :d“'lhm Godwin
slage 1d
KM - #I8 FEDERALIST lg:Al“ :
24, (pomtage 14
N STALING RUSSIA )

M. L. Berneri
1s. (postage 3d.)

OM, M.W.35,

to Linweod, that the transfers are to much
lower conditions, and to places to where there is
an even greater scarcity of work. The Sunday
Post, October 22, 1944, reports:

“War workers dismissed from Clyde estab-
lishments complain that on reference to the
Ministry of Labour and National Service for
new appointments they were sent to work-
shops and factories in which there were no
vacancies. Some men had to make a futile
journey from Glasgow to Johnstene at their
own expense.” =

It is also observed that the first transfers from
a factory are usually classified as skilled men,
and they are selected if they are of military age,
because the threat of being called up for military
services reduces any possible resistance.

The selection of skilled men is no accident,
and is, indeed, one of the most subtle moves of
the game. Amongst the uninformed rank and
file of the workers it creates, and is designed to
create antagonism between skilled men and
dilutees. This antagonism serves the dual pur-
pose of diverting the minds of the workers from
the real issues at stake, and dividing them,
weakens them for future attacks.

Dilutees v. Skilled Men

The question of dilutees against skilled men
threatens to split the ranks of the workers at a
time when solidarity is of the utmost importance.
It is argued that dilutees should go out of the
engineering industry, but it is forgotten that
owing to the conscription of labour laws, a
dilutee removed from an engineering factory still
continues to be registered as an engineer. No
doubt many dilutees would be only too happy to
return to their own trades, but officialdom has
the last word, the dilutee would be directed to
another engineering factory, where nursing his
grievance, he becomes a potential enemy of
tradesmen and workshop organisation. The
transfer of dilutees from one factory to another
will not solve the problem. The worker must
realise that redundancy is not the fault of the
skilled man, or of the dilutee, and that an attack
of one section against another will not cure it.

The distinction between the two sections is
simply one of economic circumstances over
which they have no control, but like the colour
bar, and certain religious differences, it is being
explointed by the employers for their own ends
These ends never coincide with the workers ends.
The employer and the worker have nothing in
common.

In their policy of setting one group of workers
against another, the employers are relying to a
great extent on the reactionary activities of the
Trade Union leaders. As complete collabora-
tors with the government, since the beginning of
the war they have done everything in their
power to keep the workers submissive. On the
plea of shortage of labour, and the necessity of
supporting the war effort, they have welcomed
the conscription of labour, and other anti-work-
ing class legislation. To-day when there is
every prospect of an allied victory, and the cer-
tainty of mass unemployment, they continue to
justify these impositions and claim that it will
be necessary to retain them after the war. The
treachery of this policy is too evident to require
comment. The workers must become aware,
that as a prelimimary step, the legislation which
compels men women and children to remain in
industry for which they have no inclination, and
permits their forced transfer from one part of
the country to another, must be removed. It is
only with the removal of these slave laws that
many of the glaring anomalies in industry will
be removed.

The basic rights of life and liberty must
be granted to every individual. Anyone
with the slightest pretention of socialistic
belief must admit equality on the basis of
live and let live, and advocate equality of
sacrifice. The essential unity of working
class interests must not be forgotten. It is
not the skilled man alone that is explointed,
it is not the dilutee alone that is exploited,
it is the worker who is exploited, and it is
as workers solidly united that exploitation
must be faced and defeated.

e,
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The Bishop of Chelmsford, Dr. Henry
Wilson, who presided at the opening session,
said : “I dare to forecast that in a few years,
butter won't melt in the mouths of the Ger-

mans, they won’t recognise themselves. The
transformation will be effected by the fact
that the European roost is no longer ruled
by them but by Russia.’ Star, 4/11/44.

M PRESS T, aessize no.

Franco must thank Churchill

(Continued from p. 1) :
another aspect. A great number of Spanish
anti-fascists who had taken refuge in France in
1939 have fought with the French maquis in
Southern France and now that the French prob-
lem is partially solved they are naturally anxious
to concentrate their efforts on the liberation of
Spain. One of their first steps has been the
occupation of Spanish consulates in the South
of France and the broadcasting from Radio
Toulouse.

FRANCE’S EQUIVOCAL
ATTITUDE

The Spanish guerrillas have played an im-
portant role in the liberation of France but the
French government does not seem oo ready to
express its gratitude in any tangible form. The
Daily Mirror 27/10/44 describes their role in
the following terms: “For some strange reason
Britain was led to believe that all the Maquis
in Southern France were Frenchmen. This is
nonsense. A large proportion of their best and
toughest fighters consisted of many thousands of
Spaniards who had escaped from Spain during,
and after, the civil war.”

It is obvious that those Spanish anti-fascists
did not fight for democracy as understood by
Mr. Churchill or for a return o the status quo
I'hey knew democratic governments for their
worth, They had been let down by the demo-
cracies during the civil war, they had been put
into conceptration camps under the worst pos-
sible conditions by 1the Daladier Government
when they took refuge in France. It is there-
fore likely that the Spanish fighters of the
maguis fought not a patriotic war but a class
war against all kinds of oppression and exploila-
tion

This may explain why the de Gaulle govern-
ment seems merely to tolerate their existence
and by some sneaking manceuvres even tries (o
reduce their power while it establishes friendly
relations with Franco.

One of its first moves has been 1o intern
Spaniards living in Paris. On the 4th Oa,
the News Chronicle reported that: “Afier the
liberation foreigners living in Paris were sum-
moned to the Prefecture of Police. Among them
were many Spanish Republican exiles. Those
who had no regular employment were taken to
the Kellerman Barracks in Paris where they were
told they would be drafted to labour battalions”,
This is a repetition of the same shameful treat-
ment meted out 1o the Spanish exiles in 1939,
The National Council of Resistance has protest-
ed but it is not known if conditions have been
altered.

_ Following l,he_ﬁﬁhﬁﬂi which has taken place
in Northern Spain the de Gaulle government has
given further evidence of its desire to keep on
good terms with General Franco. The Observer

29/10/44 has reported that: “Senor Lequerica,
the Spanish Foreign Minister, has seen the
French representative at Madrid and they ap-
parently agreed that the trouble is not likely to
develop. On the Spanish side Franco disposes
of adequate troops; on the French side there
have been issued orders to the F.F.I. to with-
draw 12 kilometres from the frontier. Thess
measures, it is expected, will have a calming
effect.”

On the 11th October Franco had had the im-
pudence to offer General de Gaulle’s Provincial
Government “all the facilities to eliminate the
armed bands of Spanish members of the Maquis
operating in Southern France”. De Gaulle
must have declined or ignored the offcx_' but it
looks as if he intended to put his house in order
all the same by eliminating the Maquis which
he used to shower with praise from the micro-
phone of the BB.C. A final proof of the good
relations which exist between the two govern-
ments is that Franco has got back his consulates
in Southern France and recognised the de Gaulle
government.

POLITICIANS PREPARE
SPAIN’S “LIBERATION"

Efforts are made by Left-wing parties, mostly
under Communist inspiration, to build up a
body which will be able to take over the govern.
ment of Spain ghould the Spanish people over
throw Franco. At the beginning of November
a convention has been held in Toulouse to co-
ordinate the efforts of the Spanish exiles in
France under the leadership of the Juna
Suprema (Spain’s Council of National Resis
tance) in Madrid and through the channel of the
National Union in France,

Both these bodies can only be treated with the
extreme suspicion; though they claim to repre-
sent the Spanish people no well known revolu-
tonary militant belongs to it. It suddenly
sprung up two years ago just after the Com-
munists were excluded from the Junta Nacional
de Liberacion, composed of Socialists and Re-
publicans, which was formed in Mexico. It is
composed of members of some of the most re-
actionary parties in Spain.

According to the Daily Worker 26/10/44
*“The Junta is modelled on the French National
Resistance Council and includes representatives
of the Right-wing C.E.D.A., the Catholic Popu-
lar Party, Republicans, Socialists, Communists,
trade-unions and the Carlists”. For an anti-
fascist alliance it is certainly an unorthodox one!
I'he CED.A. was the first fascist party to be
created in Spain and paved the way to Franco's
rising. Its leader Gil Robles, who is said to
belong to the Junta was one of the most hated

- aFf:;‘“B these ‘fjijlas the workers must de-
nd an immediate reduction of i
hours. This common demand, m
the sound principle of unity of interest and
sacrifice, will give a demonstration of solid-
arity; and even as a gesture of comradeship
from the skilled man will defeat the em-
ployer in his attempt to divide the workers
and will create friendship instead of enmity.
By the reduction of working hours large
numbers of workers facing the dole queue
could be absorbed in industry, and in the
consequent reduction of the wage packet,
many workers, for the first time in five
years of overtime and war bonuses, will be-
gin to realise that they are now working for
a smaller rate of wages than they had before
the war.

It may appear ridiculous that one should
advocate the reduction of working hours,
which means, in reality, a reduction of
wages, but it must be remembered that bad
as the real rate of wages is to-day, the em-
ployers are determined to reduce it. The
evil day when the struggle is forced on the
workers, is only being delayed by accepting
the employers method of playing the game,
and the workers are only weakening their
forces by fighting amongst themselves. The
reduction of working hours is no remedy for
unemployment. Unemployment can only
be abolished when the wage system is abol-
ished, but until the workers desire freedom
from this octopus which holds and strangles
them, this is the only progressive and logical

step that can be advocated.
R.O.F.

Milk Monopoly

Combines in Control

In the October issu¢ of War Commentary
we drew attention to the bureaucratic nature
of the Milk Marketing Board and ventured
to predict further extensions of this mono-
poly of the milk industry. Suggestions were
put forward for a real producers orgamiza-
tion to meet the needs of the consumer par-
ticularly on the question of distribution.
Our observations were opportune, for re-
commendations for the control of milk at
every step from cow to consumer have been
put forward to the Minister of Food by the
Central Milk Distribution Commillee,
which is composed of the really big capital-
ists in the industry (reported in the Daily
Express, 11/10/44). They intend to create
two new boards, a board composed of
manufacturers (the makers of condensed
milk, chocolate, etc.) and a board composed
of wholesalers. On each of the two new
boards there could be at least 14 members.
But large firms and combines will have the
privilege of having three or four representa-
tives on each board. There would be ten
regional boards. Most big combines will
come under the category of both wholesalers
and manufacturers. Milk will be bought
from producers by the Milk Industry Coun-
cil and sold to the boards. Apparently, from
the difference in price, a fund will be estab-
lished to pay for the multitude of officials
that will be required for the functioning of
the scheme. The boards will determine
everything from the price of milk to the
people who will be allowed to sell it. Dis-
tributors and retailers offending against the
Board’s regulations would be liable to fines
of £100 plus half the price of the milk sold.
It is fairly obviowus that the Ministry of
Food will have little disagreement with the
scheme and it is only a question of time
before it is put into operation. The big
combines and the industrialists will get a
handsome rake-off at every turn while the
farmers are squeezed dry. They have only
themselves to blame, reliance on the com-
mittee rooms instead of their own militant
efforts will reduce them to the chaos of
1930. And the public—they will be fooled
into thinking that the high prices emanate
from the farmers and thus their righteous
indignation will be directed in the wrong
direction. The industrialists are

clever.
Watch them.

If he did not support Franco it is merely because
the lmtcr considered him a dangerous rival and
certainly not through ideological differences.
lhe Catholic Popular Party was part of the
€ l‘..l_).:‘\i and therefore equally reactionary. To
see Carlists next to (rade unionists and Com-
munists is remarkable! The Carlists, better
known as Requetés fought alongside the Phalan-
gists against the Republicans during the civil
war; they are royalists and religious fanatics.

Fhe Congress of National Union of Spaniards
seems equally varied in its political tastes. In
its last session Father Vilar, a Catholic priest,
announced that the union would appeal to the
Vatican for Papal intervention to stop the shoot-
ing of patriots in Spain. The Union has not
nppun’r}lly realized that the Vatican is one of
Franco's most ardent supporters and that during
the Spanish war the Pope used to bless planes
which bombed Spanish towns. All this smells
from miles off of Communist tactics.

It is with satisfaction that we see that
Spanish Anarchists keep clear of these
shady politicians. Their fight is alongside
the masses; not to obtain posts in the Gov-
ernment but to obtain a society free from
all leaders and politicians. The future of
Spain belongs to the Workers’ Syndicates

not to the Juntas and National Unions

Red & Black
—Notebook —

Meeting an old workmate now empioyed by
Ford’s at Dagenbam, | asked him for news of
the recemt dispute there, newspaper sccoumts of
which had puzzied me. Ford, in the Seates, as
here, has for years refused to recogmise trade
unions. This attitude bas never willingly bBetn
dccepted by his employess here, and during the
year the agitation has intensified Bar recog-
nition of trade unioms meant to Ford workers
mainly recognition of shop stewards; the right
10 appoint job delegates from their own rasks.
The T.U.C,, largely in the persem of Sir Walter
Citrine, exploited this agitation 1o obtain ther
idea of trade union recognition.

So intense became the feeling at the Dagen-
ham works that the shop stewards began
force recognition om the management, even
storming the manager’s office and holding it for
ten hours. The stewards only retired when wrged
to do so by an official of the T.U.C.

T.U.C. Lets Down Ford Men

An agreement to recognise trade umions wa3
then extracted by Ford and signed by kim and
the T.U.C. officals. To the bister disappoint-
ment of the Ford workers, the agreement recog-
mised full time paid officials of trade umions
but not shop stewards. The very thing that the
workers had meant by trade uniom recognition
was not recognised by Ford or the TULC
officials.

While making this agreement the T.UC
officals did not consult or inform the weorkers
The document is a charter conferring imcreased
importance on the trade undon officials and safe-
guarding them from what they regard as a
nuisance and a persomal danger—the shop
stewards.

Since these events, apathy has spread of
Dagenham and several stewards have ceased
trade union activity. Undoubtedly though, the
apathy will pass and the struggle will reach its
old intensity.

The Boss Feels His Weight

Employers who, 2 year or so ago, were polite
to shop convenors, trade union officals and pro-
duction committees are now feeling the nosmalgic
urge of peace time “managerial rights”. Feeling
like champions, they are beginning to chuck their
weight about and are already practising shouting
“Get out of my office!”

From Dundee comes a report, similar to re-
ports from most other parts of Britain, of the
dismissal of Andrew Crowe, a fitter and member
of the A.E.U., for breaking the Defence Regula-
tions by distributing literature in 2 war factory.
The literature was nothing more terrifying than
a handbill announcing 2 meeting (o recruit mem-
bers for the A.E.U. “million members campaign®™.
The bill was published by the Dundee District
Committee of the A E.U.

Trade vnion officals and Communists feel
that the smployers are letting them down by
this sort of thing. The contrary is the case.
They have let themselves down by their servile
attitude.

The Upper Classes

The value of a good education was demon-
strated in Cambridge on Guy Fawkes’ Night,
Sunday, November 5, when undergraduates cele-
brated bonfire night in the town. Cars were
overturned and windows of a laden bus were
broken to the danger of passengers. A ar
was burned and a bonfire lit in the market place.
To feed the flames, these members of the upper
class, without whose guidance we should not
know how to behave, broke up the frame-work
of the stalls which provide the livelihood of hard
working people. Attempts to burn and over-
turn British and American army lorries failed.

The police did not prevent this display of
culure. How different when they charge a
crowd of unemployed men, women 2nd children
who ask for bread by walking in orderly proces-
sion. How different the sights I have seen
when police charge along the streets of a mining
village, batoning young and old.

_ At Cambridge on Sunday, the police only
intervened when soldiers threatened to beat up
the rioting students who were endangering
women and children. They intervened to pro-
tect the students. People who live in university
are used to such manners. Do you believe that
you could not run your life without the aid of
such hooligans?

SYNDICALIST.

‘Our’ Leaders No. 1
Ebby Edwards

(Chairman T.U.C. 1943-44 and
Secretary M.F.G.B.)

“In May, 1918, backed solely by the
miners and while still working in the pit, he
fought a by-election in Wansbeck as a
Socialist, anti-war, ‘peace by negotiation’
candidate. It was a hopeless fight from
the start, but he did well to come within
500 votes of success. He tried again in
November, 1918, the ‘coupon’ election, and
was beaten. Ten years later, his third at-
tempt to enter Parliament was successful.
He represented the constituency of Morpeth
from 1929 wntil 1931, when Labour was
heavily defeated in the General Election.”

* * *

“Time has had its way. Here is a mel-
lower Ebby Edwards than he who demoun-
ced the bookish ecomomics of Ruskin and
stumped the streets of Wansbeck calling
‘Down with the Imperidist war.’

“Ebby to-day believes in getting things
done by negotiation rather than by agita-
tion. He is a committee man rather than
an orator; he prefers the conference table
to the soap-box, the board-room to z}ye bar-
ricades. Though once a ff_dss warrior, he
now puts his trust in industrial CO-OPETCENOn.
He believes in an orderly world.

. Observer, 15/10/44.
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