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Towards the
Fingerprint State

N INTERESTING GLIMPSE of the

vided

policem
“The id

stir up less f

justification of 1 of Irtfl
vidual life by the State on the grounds

ol previous invasions, Because we are,

MURDER Inc.

HE BRITISH LABOUR Government
red the murder racket, but,
of course, there is no moral issue in-
volved because the selling is nationalised

One never ceases to wonder how low
this Labour Government can go on the

has en

question of principles, this  latest act
means they are scraping the barrel in
order 1o support the system

Mr. Dennis Healey was pleased (o

announce that Mr., Raymond Brown had
been appointed head of defence sales
with a salary of £6,000 a year. Seamen,
please note, obviously the selling of
murder is more important than your job

When Mr. Healey was guestioned on
the sale of arms 10 America for the
possible use in Vietnam he replied
‘About Vietnam, we regard the United
States as a country to whom we are
perfectly free and anxious to sell arms
and we would not seek 1o impose any
limitation on the use of the arms we
sell’. At the risk of & cliché, ‘One
doesn’t bite the hand that feeds one!’

One MP, Mr. John Rankin, likened
this appointment to the former appoint-
ment of Basil Zaharofl. Healey's classic
reply, 'There is an immense difference
belween the activitics of a private many-
facturer of arms and the sctivities of a
Government servant in secking to pro-
mote sales of British defence eguipment
in line with the policy of the Govern-
ment’,

Even the Sunday Telegraph (15.5.66),
posed [he question, ‘In the master’s
steps 7’

There is only one basic formula for
selling arms—playing one country’s buyer
against another. Which is an excellent
stimulapt to the Cold War. Every
country has a vested inlerest in maintain-
this policy, otherwise their national

mies would begin to look a bit

i ?ﬂu frightening thing about the whole
is the apparent lack of interest by
of the members of the

or can be, conscripted, compulsorily

1ooled, waccinated and dog-licensed,

hen there 15 no reason why we should
be fingerprinted. Given his

p] emise,

y do anything.

for the

tut-tuts th

r civil ‘llkﬂu\. a
of il being a step towards a more re,\,r—

mente T sociely, and clinches. his, argu-

ment in favour of the principle of
fingerprinting by listing the other com-
pulsory registrations that we have to
undergo,

However. being a ‘radical’ he expresses
some doubts about the practical appli-
cation of the scheme. He wants to know
who is poing to administer it, whether
it 15 not another ‘bent-copper’s vade-
mecum’, if the computers needed will be
accurate, ele, If these doubts can be
settled he is willing to be fingerprinted
if he is asked ‘politely’! (Dear Mr. Levin,
would you please put your head in this
noose? =

Both these ‘progressive’ writers typify
the reformatory attitude of liberalism.
They have not real objection to the sub-
mergence of the individual under the
State machine, The criticisms they may
or do express are only designed to
improve the working of the machine, to
smooth the road to the all-devouring
Callective,

Were Mussolini and Hitler still alive
they would surely get great and sardonic
satisfaction from witnessing how yet
another ‘bustion of freedom’is proposing
to follow even further in their footsteps.

S. E. PARKER.

RESIST THIS !

IN GREAT BRITAIN FINGER-
PRINTING MAY BECOME
COMPULSORY?

Although the news was not entirely a
swrprise | am appalled at the announce-
ment that fingerprinting may become
compulsory in Great Britain. Here is
the item from the Guardian.

‘Compulsory fingerprinting of every-
body in Britain s being considered by
the Home Office as u possible weapon
against crime. A Home Office spokesman
suid last night it was just one of many ideas
being examined as parl of the present
fundamental review of crime-fighting
methods,”

It s not necessary for me to say that
this is nothing but » step which could
lead towards making Britain a Police
State. Without going into its implica-
tions 1 want to appeal to all peace move-
ments and those lllbruud in the liberty
of the individual in this country to react

S ﬂlegal Decl.araucn

TTHE NEWS that ouf'spamh com-
rades kidnapped Mgr. Ussia,
the Spanish Embaswy‘ﬂcclwasllcal
counsellor to the *Holy in order
1o attract internationalipublicity for
Spanish political prifners is wel-
comed by us on many @counts.

Firstly, it achieved What it set out
to do by gaining world-wide atten-
tion to the D]!Em of  political
prisoners.

Secondly, it has ah}ﬁvn that anar-
chists respect persondlifreedom and
human life by rele: ibTﬂSthe man safe
and sound

Thirdly, it gave the lie to the
accusation that anarchists have be-
come inactive in thei I‘Opposlllon to
Franco's regime.

We congratulate t"ur comrades of

the FIJL (Iberian Youth} on this
achievement
At the same :im’éf our Spanish

comrades
p‘-_ih!:»ir'.ui'
last, in

in exile @sed on Paris
a commumigué which at
simple ].m ge explains
stery’ of co-operated
the vertical un' s, and when.
: is the account '[ran-;Iah.d from
nde  Libertaipe, the French

h st mont hly: ®
1 I1bc!ﬁnan Movement

»oftdh_‘ancd the nego-
conducted bySleertain of the
or leading w.mmthn the anarcho-

syn (Ilt. alist movement the officials of
the governmental s ,\ndjmes

‘Luis A. Edo. secr y of the Paris
branch of the CNT, wha secretly entered

passed since the
of Independence

by Mr. Smith's govemment. and, far
from being brought to their knees by
the might of the Britsh Government’s
sanctions the Rhodesiin Froat régime
appears to be doing quite well.

At the beginning of that period we
were told by the newspapers and govern-
ment spokesmen that Smith’s régime
could not last very long, that Rhodesia
would soon collapse if staryed of oil, and
that by May thousands of ‘white’ people
would be streaming over the border into
South Africa looking for the jobs that
they would not have by then in Rhodesia.

When we take a look at the situation
in May what do we find? We find that
there is little change in Rhodesia and that
there are jobs for those that want them,
and that the only thing that is rationed
is petrol. The African majority is fairly
quiet, though there have been a few
arrests, and Mr, Smith is as securely in
the saddle as he ever was.

When 1 have looked at the situation in
Rhodesia I have always used the same
yardstick. This is, that governments are
never motivated by principle or friend-
ship, but only by interest.

Britain was willing to back the Afri-
cans up & little way because her economy
depended more on Zambian copper than
it did on Rhodesian tobacco. If how-
ever Britain in order to break the Smith
régime has to enforce a boycott on South
Alfrica then the Smith régime will stand.
I guess that lan Smith guessed this and
that this was the chief card that he had
up his sleeve all the time. He knows
that if Rhodesin falls as a ‘white’ man's
land then South Africa will certainly be
in danger of falling afterwards, not
immediately perhaps but inevitably.

Smith mus! be quitc pleased at the way
things are golng. 1t hus become fairly
obvious now that Mr. Wilson is not
such u bud guy after all. He is not in
tavour of force hlill sed Lo topple the
Smith régime and will say so soon, or
representative will, at the United Nations
n New York.

The United Nutions is after all of ne
im nce. None of the big powers
obey ils decisions unless they

Spain, held a press conference during
which he read a declaration of the
Libertarian Movement,

“This rejected any kind of collabora-
tion with the institutions of the present
regime and with “those who aim to
prolong its agony”. The Movement
Libertaire “does not recognise, and dis-
approves of, the plans that a group of
ex-militants of the syndicalist organisa-
tion CNT have worked out with the
leaders of official syndicates with a view

to possible incorporation within the lat-

ter s0 as to give them a democratic
backing”.

‘It will be remembered that several
important CNT leaders held lengthy

secret conversations last year in Madrid
with the leaders of the Governmental
syndicate organisation, at the end of
which they signed an agreement to “rein-
force the efficacy of the governmentel
syndicate organisation and avoid the
earlier struggles”.

‘Luis A. Edo declared during his press
conference and in the name of the
Mouvement Libertaire that “the oli-
garchies are beginning to recognise that
the regime is incapable of surviving the
death of Franco”., He underlined the
fact that the regime aimed at stifling
popular discontent by creating organisa-
tions which present a false appearance of
democratisation, and that “various
groups who previously were militant in
the opposition are lending their weight
to this work of enslavement and serving
as justification to the regime for the
development of its phase of so-called
‘liberation”.”

‘Finally, Edo added that he had tried
to have a meeting with former anarcho-
syndicalist leaders so as to oblige them

Behind Their Bac

rule can be forgotien for the moment
(4 moment can be of any length} and
pirmq can be laid for an African majority
in 1999. Of course this cannot be done
immediately but the feelers that are
being put out by both sides may be
leading up to this.

Now, Wilson has never said the Afri-
cans should have majority rule now,
Indeed he went to great pains on his
many television speeches during the
crisis. He says that there should be one
man one vote ‘one day’ and who is to
say what that day is?

Of course the tune has changed. At
first he would only speak to the Gover-
nor, Smith was a renegade, a man in the
hands of the ‘right wing’ of his party.
Now, however, the tune has changed

Spain and have interviews wl_ﬂ,l_ L
in the underground movement.” h

Now that the Franco regime is on
its way out, it is important that the
moment of change will not find the
Spanish anarchist movement in dis-

array. Anarchists must co-operate

now as never before!

All commentators admit that
anarchism is still a living force in
Spain.

Fascists, communists and social-
ists are now competing to filch away
by bribes, by threats, by pacts, the
great mass of Spanish workers and
peasants who would still favour
anarchism.

Our opponents know what they
want. We must ourselves make sure
that we know which organisation is
an anarchist one, which a collabora-~
tionist, which is defunct and which
is alive. : '

We feel that our comrades in the
FUL could render us further service
by informing us:

I. What is the future of the FAl
{Anarchist Federation)?

2. How effective is the CNT
(National Confederation of Labour)
inside Spain? Should it be supported
by anarchists?

3. What is the truth of A. Roa's
statement (Tribune) that in 1962 the
CNT signed a pact with the UCT
(Socialist Union) leading to the for-
mation of the ASO (Alliance of
Trade Unions)?

4. Should the ASO be supported
by anarchists?

The coming struggle will call for
the solidarity of the International
Anarchist Movement. But the move-
ment must be informed.

Secrecy is of no use at all when
it only confounds those who want to
help. EDITORS,

enough to worry Kenneth Kaunda, who
at last has seen through Wilson’s hypoc-
risy, but alas, what can he do? Bring it
up at the UN? 1It's a waste of time.

The UN cannot free the African people
in Rhodesia. Only they can do that and
apart from lheoddoneqrtwotbeyalt
silent. Are they apathetic? Is African
Nationalism just a load of bunk? My
guess is that it is and that all this talk
of Uniting African Might against Smith
and Verwoerd is just a load of hogwash,
and the most dangerous thing about it
is that those snﬁenng under these
racialist régimes are going to wul .
others to help them out of their pre
ment. They are going to wait in va

1.8,

NUGLEAR EARTHQUAKE

N THE RECENT furore over the
Chinese and projected French tests
another example of nuclear madness has
passed unnoticed by the majority of the
world's press, The Economist has drawn
attention to the increase of underground
testing (which is not covered by the test
ban treaty). Both Russia and America
have done a large number of tests in
recent months, The American under-
ground tests are known (o have numbered
30 since the beginning of the year which
is an incredible number even rx the
Americans with their customary wasteful
attitude on military spending. Alm

soens l!kdy“ that ﬁmu o s
passed  und




We can supply
any book in print

NEW BOOKS
The Birmingham Trades Council
1866-1966 J. Corbett 30/-

Simon Weil: A Sketch for a Portrait
Richard Rees 30/-

REPRINTS AND CHEAP EDITIONS

The Grapes of Wrath John Steinbeck 25/-
Sweet Thursday John Steinbeck 21/-

Qur Lady of the Flowers Jean Gerret  7/6
Auschwitz in England
Mavis M. Hill and L. N. Williams 3/6

Diary V. Nijinsky 5§/-

SECONDHAND

Modern Science and Modern Thought
(1898), S. Laing 5/-; The Mystery of
“‘Peter the Painter’, ). P. Eddy 6/-; The
Spirit and Structure of German Fascism,
Robert A. Brady 3/6; Promised Land,
Cedric Belfrage 3/6; How Gertrude
Teaches her Children, . H. Pestalozzi
4/6; Christianity or Chaos? Ethel Mannin
4/-; Colour Conflict: Race Relations in
Africa, Gerald Broomfield 3/6; The
League of Youth: The Pillars of Society:
A DollP’s House, Henrik Ibsen 3/-; The
Future of Man, Frank E. Warner 3/-;
Muorder in Mexico. L. A. Sanchez
Salazar and Juban Gorkin 6/6; The
Simplification of Life, Edward Carpenter
3/6: The Control of Industry, D H.
Robertson 4/-; Principles of Public
Finance, Hugh Dalton 4/-; General and
Social Psychology, R. H. Thouless 4/-:
Commonsense and Morality, Ethel Man-
nin 4/6: The Revenues of Religion. Alan
Handsacre 5/-.

Freedom Bookshop

{Open 2 p.m.—5.30 p.n. daily;
10 a.m.—1 p.m. Thursdays;
I0 am.—5 p.m. Saturdavs).

17a MAXWELL ROAD
FULHAM SW6 Tel: REN 3736

NEPE RS o 1 ST
FREEDOM PRESS
PUBLICATIONS

SELECTIONS FROM ‘FREEDOM’

Vol 2 1952: Postscript 1o Posterity
Vol 3 1953: Colonialism on Trial

Vol 4 1954. Living on a Volcano

Vol 5 1955: The lmmoral Moralists
Vol 6 1956: 0il and Troubled Waters
Vol 7 1957: Year One—Sputnik Era
Vol 8 1958: Socialism in a Wheelchair
Vol 9 1959: Print. Press & Public

vol 10 1960: The Tragedy of Africs
Vol 11 1961: The People in the Street
Vol 12 1962: Pilkington v. Beeching
Vol 13 1963: Forces of Law and Order

Each volume: paper 7/6 cloth /6

The paper edition of the Selections is
available to readers of FREEDOM

2 5/6 post free.

VERNON RICHARDS
Malatesta: His Life and Ideas
cloth 21/-; paper 10/6.

Z. MALATESTA
Anarchy Paper 1/-

PROUDHON

What is Property? cloth 42/-
ALEXANDER BERKMAN
ABC of Anarchism paper 2/6
HERBERT READ

Poetry & Anarchism paper 2/6
ALEX COMFOI’!‘
Ddinqmy

i pemis (Seven Exponents of the
Anarchist Philosophy) cloth 21/-

I‘Jm ROCKER
.*llﬂonl.!hm and Culture

OCIALIST and ‘progressive’ organi-
sations proliferated.  There were
meetings galore, protesis and petitions
galore. | was in the Schoolboys’ United
Front, voting for resolutions about un-
employment and handing out leaflets
which said ‘Boycott Japanese Goods'.
Some of my fellows, however, found
other sorts of political ideals and joined
the British Union of Fascists. Until it
was banned, they came to school in
black shirts and wore belts with fasces
embossed on the buckle. In the changing-
rooms they used to crowd together sing-
ing their version of A4 Tavern in the
Town:

‘A Jew, a Jew a Jew a Jew a Jew a Jew,

A dirty, stinking, thieving Jew.

The Fascist marches through East
London were high tides of political rage,
and the nearest equivalent in pre-war
days to seaside battles between Mods
and Rockers. Somebody took me to the
Young Communists’ headquarters in the
town. where they had an under-the-stairs
armoury—doorknobs on sticks, knuckle-
dusters and breadknives, all for the
march-wars, Getting arrested was a
prestige symbol: one boy at school was
chivved down his face and became a
scarred hero.

It is hard to judge how much it meant.
Certainly there was not much genuine
indignation. The Fascists were strutting,
insufferable larrikins who wanted frankly
to bully: to the Communists it was a
charade of St. George and some dragon.

MY NINETEEN

-THIRTIES - 2
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ruling class than by the delinquent
flailings of the RUF and the Communists,
One ought 1 <ay, too, that the police
cracked heads equn"}’. but they didn't.
Many commeny,ors remarked that their
function seemey 1o be to prolect the
Fascists from gpposition. Fascist marches
were, but  apy Fascist demonstrations
were nol, heavjjy guarded by the police,
and baton Chdrgcs cleared the way for
Mosley processions,

PfOl’!rlhl}" the jeast remembered of the
organizations thrown up by the depres-
sion is the pNational Unemployed
Workers' Moyement. It was promoted
at least 10 some extent by the Communist
Party. Many of its organizers. but not
all, were Commypists. The purpose of
the NUWM wae to act as an out-of-
works’ trade ypjon. It demonstrated
wherever possible for more pay and
‘toke’. They inygded the Ritz. and took
a coffin to Dowping Street; in my town,
a hundred men gonvinced the PAC of
their desperate mood by barricading
themselves in the Baths. These demon-
strations, again, were often broken up
with gratuitous brutality by the police.
Nor were there protests and enquiries.
It was what the poor expected if they

their fate because they could see no
way out of it—or, if they could, were
not prepared to go out and get slugged
for it. The awful demoralizing effects
of chronic unemployment need to be
seen to be believed. Men sat on pave-
ments playing cards listlessly all day
(usually they were not allowed in the
public library reading rooms). You
could walk along streets at night, look
in curtainless windows and see the
obscene nakedness of poverty,

Into this destitute world, too, were
injected meagre hopes of hope. Some-
times unspecified : half the popular songs
of the time—though none, I think, was
ever as popular as Brother, Can You
Spare a Dime?—were about Blue Skies.
or Round the Bend of the Road. The
radio had meticulously trivial serials
about ‘ordinary’ families where the best
was made of hard times. But. specifi-
cally, every newspaper and magazine had
prize  competitions which  dangled
thoughts of escape by lottery. The News
of the World Fashion Contest; ‘Bullets’;
the Sunday Dispateh £2,000 crossword;
innumerable others, which in turn bred
weekly papers quixotically devoted to
nothing else but helping with the solu-

spect seem a small multitude;
one who was not patently a bu
dolt, or a power-struck twislar’. Y
interest in them was keen e
It had dual aspects. On one hand.
provided
spectacle and
characters do today. On the other,
were associated with the sharply len

figures, strutting and posturing,

the same kind of p
argument as tele

ing shadow of war.

Before the end of the de
everyone knew there was going to
another world war. A few years earlit
nobody would have believed it, |
pose it was about 1928 | overheard
father saying: ‘There’ll never be an
war in our time. Or in his.' But ab
1934 we watched aeroplanes ov
and my mother said bitterly: ‘They
practising to kill.” People talked about
war, chiefly in dreadful reminiscence of
the boys, the friends and cousins and
my father's two brothers who had been
killed in France not so many years
before, Political sophisticates blamed the
Versailles Treaty, and in 1934° Canon
Sheppard started the Peace Pledge move-
ment

Pacifism spread, but there were other
considerations. What was the answer fo
Fascism in Europe? Aldous Huxley
presented the pacifist case in a pamphlet
What Are You Going Ta Do About It
Day Lewis replied in another We Are
Not Going To Do Nothing, arguing that
ends justified means. In the evenl, the

The people with a real right to anger showed militancy, tions. If vou couldn't climb the tree, question was answered by the Spanish
were the Jews and those who knew what But these, for al] their heat and smoke. there might be a windfall Civil War, which established anti-Nazism
freedom ought to be, and they were were only factions, The great majority Not much has been said yet about and anti-Fascism as  positive political
probably more alarmed by the British of the unemplayed and poor accepted national and international politics. The  faiths for the coming world warRB.

a book rock the party’s boat by persistent forc-

ON WEDNESDAY, April 27,

entitled “Nigger Hunting in England’
was published. The book was
missioned by the London West
Standing Conference and was written
by their PRO Mr. Joseph A. Hunte.
The book deals with the victimisation
of coloured immigrants by police officers.
particularly in the Brixton area,
Mr. Hunte lives. The author claims
that sergeanis and constables go out in
small groups, without the permission of
their superior officers(?), with the in-
tention of ‘baiting’ immigrants This
they often do in plain clothes and private
cars in order to confuse the victims and
make identification difficult.

On the evening after the book’s publi-
cation Mr. Hunte appeared on BBC
TV's ‘Twenty-four Hours' along with
Police Inspector Halliday of Brixton.
The latter was a smarmy individual who
lounged in his chair and whose dislike
for, and contempt of, Mr. Hunte was
poorly concealed from the TV audience.
The Inspector said of the accusations of
victimisation, ‘I have never heard any-
thing more foolish in all my life.” In-
deed the Inspeclor appeared to treal the
whole thing as a malignant joke not
worthy of serious treatment.

The Times the following morning con-
tained a report on the book and a
statement by Mr. Arthur Evans, the
General Secretary of the Police Federa-
tion. Mr. Evans denied the allegations
of ‘nigger hunting’ and was quoted as
saying ‘1 do not believe it—either in
London or anywhere else.” If he was
telling the truth the secretary has been
viewing the police in his federation
through rose-coloured spectacles. He
should have read the first issue of a news-
paper called The British Independent,
issued by the Racial Preservation Society
(‘dedicated 1o the Christian solution of
the race problem’). This newspaper
supports such great Christians as Dr.
Verwoerd and Jlan Smith, and sees
apartheid as the ‘Christian solution’, very
similar views in fact to Hitler's ‘final
solution’. The first issue (is it too much
to hope that iU'll be the last?) contains
a letter, in the opinions column from a
Sgt. N.S., Liverpool, Lancs., which reads

com-
Indies

where

follows: ‘As a police officer 1 am
able to jomn your society but I can
ire you that all members of the force

in this area arefully sympathetic with
vour views." This confirms in print
what the immigrants and other anti-

racialist groups have been aware of for
a long time. The Times report printed
a further statement by Mr. Evans to the
effect that complaints against the police
were investigated in a most thorough,

scrupulous and unbiased manner. Did
inspector Halliddy' "do™ this Before he
dismissed allegatbns of ‘nigger hunting’
as ‘foolish’? Tie few hours between
the publication of the book and the

Inspector’s TV performance was hardly
long enough 1o fead the book in, let
alone investigate the complaints in it
In view of Sgt.IN.S's letter it would
seem inadvisable o lightly dismiss claims
by immigrants of maltreatment by the
police, even by persons with a
interest in vindicatling the police,
as Messrs. Evans and Halliday.
The police are far from being the
only people with ‘responsible positions
in society’ who support the Racial
Preservation Society. Two of its London
Committee are clergymen. Their afore-
mentioned pernicious rag contains letters
of support from two reverend gentlemen
(one of whom signs himself Rev. J.
Domestic, chaplain to the Lord Bishop).
a major, a Lt colonel, two colonels, a
squadron leader, a captain, a commander,
and the Hon. Mrs, C. of Eastbourne, not
to mention the Liverpool police sergeant.
People like these are admittedly only
small fry as far as the great bureaucra-
tic machine is concerned, Undoubtedly,
however, there are many more who
tread the real corridors of power and
who share similar views, but who prefer
not to be openly associated with such
aborlive associalions as the RPS. Never-
theless anti-racialists of various political

vested
such
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Getting rid of the Marsist Hangover

Public Meeti every Sunday Hyde Park, 3 pm

OFF-CENTRE LONDON
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17a Maxwell Road, London, S.W.6.

ARLESEY GROUP (N. Horts,, 8 Heds ) Meet-
ings on fimt Friday of month, Correspondence
to Peler and Maureen Ford, 102 Stotfold Road,

Arlesey, Beds,
HEX ANAR GROUP, Correspondence
In I'nul Wildish, 2 rinn Avenue, Barnehurst,
HRHINEII&M ANARCIHIST GROUP, Corres-
I')i‘mdum' Martin H?.‘ The Drive, Hunton
i, Erdington i.rmn Imm. 21, Sales and
Comimittee of 100 on Causer, 27 Upper
Ciunyate, I'ammmh su. . Peace Action umm
Project:  Paul  Janies Indnmlﬂa
Handswaorth,  Hirmi hlm. Unluuitﬁ-
Aston Group: Dnu"‘hmy. Giladstone

Erdin, mn. lrmln m
-rio . tn

Vim. y Ftwlmd ’Em
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c-.%ur ONE,

_ alour TWO. Meots

tracathro

Cor-
Hud

asking the
solution to

and ethnic loyalties persist in
establishment 1o provide a
immigration problems.
Anarchists have always been aware of
the futility of appealing to governments
The Labour left and the CPGB are rid-

ing on the anti-apartheid bandwagon.
presumably for vote-catching purposes.
Unfortunately for the people they mis-
guide history suggests that however
sincerely individual politicos may feel
about a subject, they will be unlikely to
- S e T

L]
Rhodesia & Us
Dear Sirs,

Jack Stevenson i1s quite correct in his
analysis of Rhodesia in the Aprnl 16
edition,

I quote ‘In Rhodesia itself the two
main  African parties, led by Joshua
Nkomoe and Sitole are more in opposi-
tion to each other than they are to
Smith’.

Very and it would be best to
draw comparisons with our own class
WAr.

Divide and rule is a fair maxim. But
who is dividing and ruling the working
class today?

We have the Labour Party, Commu-
nist Party, ILP, SPGB. Co-op Party,
CND, Committee of 100, the Anarchists,
etc.

We have this paper and that paper. and
hundreds of magazines and they are
ALL in competition with one another
for money. ideas and individual members.

No wonder the Establishment goes on
ruling.

When will we learn?

true,

Best wishes,

London, N.19 MICHAEL SILVER.

LEWISHAM, LONDON, S.E.13, 61b Granville
Park. Next meulln Thursday, May 26,
NORTH-WES i’x Meetings on the first
Saturday of eaLh month at 7.30 pan. at Robert
Bucltrop's, The Old Vicarage, Radwinter, near
Saffron Walden,
ORPINGTON ANARCHIST GROUP, Knockholt,
Nr. Sevenovaks, Kent, E six weeks at Cireen-
, Knockholt, Phone: Knockholt 2316, Brian
and Maureen Richardson,
OXFORD ANARCHIST GIOUP. Contact H. G.
Mellor, Murlnn College. Oxford.
PLYMOUTH ANARC HIST FEDERATION, Con-
tact J, I-Illl, 79 Underiane, Plymstock, Plymouth,

e 3
“!\RIGING ANARCHIST GROUP, Contact
Alan Ross, 116 Belmont Road, Reading, Berks.

NORTH-WEST FEDERATION

NORTH WEST ANARCHIST FEBEIATION
l‘luinml Sucmm- J Bmm Doncaster
ford. 10 Byron
Itmru. A5a
R
xh;, B pon
Merseyside:

ing issues to public attention, in face of
opposition. The establishment's =8
opposition 1o any measures which would
give all people equal status will be strong
enough to defeat the spineless careerists

in Westminster
Before the situation degenerates any
further anarchists should attempt o
wean the anti-racialist groups away from
hypocritical politicians and infuse these
groups with libertarian ideas. Any solu-
tion to the ‘colour problem’ must comes
spontaneously from the people. If the
public can be made to see that thes
colour problem was created by small
minded bigots who stand to profi
racial strife. the problem could be
despite politicians and race hater
LioNEL DoNy

strong

Whitsun Camp

Dear Comrades, :

One of the results of the Manchester
conference was the agreement to hold
an informal camping weekend at Whit
sun. This will be at Llangollen from'
the Whit Saturday until whenever people
have to leave.

There is a choice of camping siles,
most people will be at the Abbey Farm
which is at the rear of the ruined |3th
century Norman Abbey half way up the
Horseshoe Pass, but some comrades will
wish to camp in more secluded areas. of
which there are ample in the area. = =

Llangollen itself. of couse, is a very
pleasantly situated holiday town, and
there are more than enough cafes, efc,
for people who do not wish to bother
cooking.

Comrades interested, please bring o
tents and sleeping bags. Last year
overspill had to sleep at the Me
Evangelical Mission who attempt
pervert our comrades by singing °
of Heaven'!

If you would publish these details for
the benefit of out-of-town comrades
would be most grateful.

Yours fraternally,
Salford 7. Lancs. ALAN BARLOW.

WEST LONDON FEDERATION

NORTHOLT ANARCHISTS. Contact;
Huggon, 173 Kingshill Avenue, Noctndt. |
sex.  Mectings first and third Wednesday
month  at Jeannie's, 6 E‘pnom Clou
I‘lrllj_r# iddlesex, at 7.30
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ANUTHEK VIEW Ur IRUBY

OHN RETY'S ARTICLE on the Trogs
demonstrates one of the dangers of
taking articles from the popular Press

and writing them up in FrReEEDOM,
suitably adapted by overlaying the
appropriate anarchist ‘slant’.

In his commendable desire to defend
the Trogs from any incursions on their
liberty. Comrade Rety has actually
pinned the blame on the wrong party,
no doubt from an inherent distrust of
clerics

Some  supporters of
Anarchist Group who went down to
visit the Trogs a couple of weeks ago
came back with a rather different impres-
sion from that obtained from ‘reading
between the lines’ of the newspaper
reports

For there can be little doubt
thiat the sole culprit in the whoele affair is
the Press itself Not only were the
original ‘orgy/drug’ stories manufactured
by the but they also greatly
exagperated the attitude of the local

Birmingham

a start,

papers,

people to the Trogs, which was by no
means universally hostile. The Trogs
tell vus that they have little or no diffi-

> local shopkeepers, though

y are banned f1

om certamn

Ny, we also met a

tor who was aboul to be

because he was wearing

until the landlord saw
relations bet

n the Trogs

¢s 1n ch

For Political

Freedom

tland
vanely ol organisalions were
maimnly from the dissident left.

present.
A large
= nf anarchists turned up and were

mongst the chanters
nders the

appropriale-
‘Disarm the
the Polish Prole
afternoon in

tion was the

such as

n ad hoc ‘United
| tari; S Defence Com
I are to be praised for

good turnout. As was

sst week’s FReepoM  the

was organised to protest

isonment of members of

munist Party who pro-

pamphlet attacking the State

the Roman Catholic Church

in Poland I'he leader of the group,

Ludwig Hass, was also responsible for

a pamphlet attacking the bureaucracy for

*having usurped the workers pru_an-r[g_

Hauss served many years in Soviet camps

during the Stalimist period and has

always made no bones about the fact he
considered humself a Trowskyite,

At their trial they were brought in
handeufls, the first time that political
prisoners have been treated in  this
fashion since 1956, It is to be hoped
that the demonstration has the effect of

shaming the Polish government into re-
leasing the prisoner as Gomulka, the
Palish Party leader, himsell subjec-
led 1o politcal imprisonment for raising
his voice aguinst the communist bureau-
crucy and should realise that interference
with political liberty is the suirt of the
long dark shde into Stalinism
M. J. WaLsu.

wWihs

wise there is little resentment among the
Trogs against the police.

The Trogs' attitude to the staff of the
evangelistic project is also far from
hostile.  While their reactions to the
activities of the religionists range from
amused cynicism (o a serious considera-
tion of their ‘message’, the Trogs were
more than willing to go along to the
project HQ for a free cup of coffee,
biscuits, or even a night’s kip. The staff
of the project emphasised to us that their
interest in the Trogs was simply that
they were one section of a whole society
in need of ‘saving’; at no time was their
approach the sensationalist one en-
visaged by John Rety. (It could, no
doubt. still be argued that their kind of
mission represents ‘an intolerable in-
cursion on people’s freedom': this was
indeed the substance of a letter we
noticed in the local rag from one of
Matlock’s more ‘respectable’ citizens.)

On one issue the Trogs, the police,
and the townspeople are agreed: they
are all concerned at the amount of ad-
verse publicity they have received at
the hands of the Press. Ewer since the

Trogs became ‘news’ the town has been
mfested with hordes of motor-cycling
‘Ravers’, and there is strong cvidence
that, much as happened in the Mod/

Rocker outbursts along the South Coast,
the Press have actually created a prob-
lem by telling lies until they became
true

With regard to Councillor Tinti’s plans

to blow up or fill in the caves; it would
l"DL ir that he has been as much misled
P as anyone else about the
clivities The ‘caves’ he was

¥ 1o, .1;1]::1!'cr1r|\_ were the crevices
rocks down by the river, where the

Raver having all read their Daily
Mirrors, now congregate in search of
T v weekend the local people

d by their shouts. screams and
motor-bikes.

Mrs. Tinti that
a deputation to

from

sent

the
pul
that
and that there
nger of the council taking action
their caves. Perhaps Councillor
just a ‘good" politivian who
stay popular; unfortunately he
took more notice of the Press version of
public opimion than the real one:
Meanwhile the Trogs themselves are
planning to ‘go commercial’. They are
trying to scrape together enough money
to buy one of ‘their’ caves, the Cumber-
land Cavern. They would then ‘do it
up” and charge half-a-crown admission
to the public. This may sound like a
apitalist venture (c.f, anarchist badge-
selling!), but may well be an ideal way
combining business with pleasure;
financial security with ‘securily of tenure’.

||I ve

the Councillor and

is now clear,

views (o

position
pasition

Finti is

wanits (o

MARTIN BRAGG.

Operation Hat-Trick

FYHE FIRST BRITISH Polaris base
opens at Faslane on Thursday, June
30. During its period of construction
members of the Scottish Committee of
100 and SYCND have held two large
demos at the base, it cost us a few quid
in fines, it cost the state hundreds in
security precautions, and still we pgot in.
This will be our third demo at the
hase. On Saturday, June 25 a two-day
march will leave Glasgow, sleeping over-
might in Dumbarton. Let's make this a
demo the slate won't forget. Come
along, preferably in bus loads (we are
all optimists up here). Register your
protest against British Polaris.
Contact Alan Sinclair, Flat 3a,
Mallaig Road, Glasgow, S.W.1,
PS. Don't forget to bring your
CAIMETas.
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is to fight in public
money, an Englishm
who is also receiving
reported that Muham
to fight the people
whatever weapons 9§

Cassius Clay)
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(currently tear gas used), He
is reported as SUNEHD the draft hoard
that he ‘had no qudl with the Viel-

cong’.

MARSHAL CAQ KY,
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promised elections
a neutralist or Conl
is elected we will
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the other hand,
regarding the
uth Vietnam, 'If
t Government
up and fight
¢ if they are
' He followed
supervising  the
which has been

demonstrating ‘Marshal Ky's
administration. US Woops stood by. . . .
FIvE VIETNAMESE three of
them women and ¢ hild were killed,
and 29 other peap including eight
Americans, wounde 1en US and South
Vielnamese guard panicked after a
Vietcong  bomb  cXplosion in  Saigon.
Passers-by were ca 't in the crossfire,
which lasted nearlys minutes. . . .

Accorping To USSInformation Service
more  than 27008 Wietnamese local
government offici ve been killed or
kidnapped by NI 1964, Ac_ﬁord—

ing to National
piled from offic
US casualties in
I to April 16 are
combat’ deaths i
and captured 2

dian figures (com-
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killed. 640 ‘non
ounded, missing
According to US

Back to
Bakunin |

Dear Comrades,

‘Michael Bukug
Catholics and the
But his attitude

r Grave,

' does not like
Church. Nor do L
fems to be that any
Catholic acti to be avoided and
attacked by anarchists. Near where 1
live is'a large Catholic orphanage, full
of what are umailv called underpnvt-
leged” kids. This institution is almost
always short of money, and the nuns
spend their time going round the doors
in all weathers asking for cash. Does
Bakunin suggest that | turn them from
my, door?

Rightly, he obviously does not believe
in charity, The very wea of charity is
a product of the capitalist system. But
what. until the social revolution comes,
can the anarchist do to help other human
beings who are the viclims of the profit
system? There can be only two courses
open to him. He can devote all his time
lo propagating sociilist and revolutionary
ideas or he can aid various projects that
alleviate the misery caused by the system.

The first is the theoretically correct
one and would doubtless be endorsed by
‘Bakunin’.  But how soon would one
retain one's sa'mity if one immersed one-
self in strupggle, day in, day out. To say
nothing of the fact that the people are
not going to take any notice anyway.
The second course at least gives the
revolutionary the chance to meet people
who' are at least commitied to doing
something.  People who do something
may some day be persuaded 1o do every-
thing.

Five anarchists spend three days in
the cold of a Seottish winter fasting to
collect money for War on Want. We
got a hell of a sight more support from
the people for this than we would have
got if we'd b@m‘ll;ﬂ:-lrrymg out a poli

demo. People knew who we were, but
they pave | theless.  We  collected
E173. This ha;,, en sent 1o u destitutes
fund in Hong Kong  Would Bakunin
stgpest that we should not have done
this, since it Was not m\m]uﬁ
action?  Would he suggest that

he lefi o starvey until the millenium?
Too often comiudes, (he revolutionary

pose s un excuse for doing noﬂﬂﬂt’-.

Anurchists ou i o be founding

munity projects
know spend Ihelt time in the pu

When someont
have done, we.

them.  That is: crisy. .
As 5000 “ 1 hiave some spare

intend 1o §

American

project.
agrees with
help lhc |

ut most of the r.muu'

does whit we
gﬁ their heliefs to nl&

the custody of Soull
The New Statesman
reports from Vietnam
determination (from the Smm
side) as to whether a hamlet :
government control ‘is whether a
man sleeps in his hamlet at night.
grotesquely unreliable.
headmen do so because they have bought
off the Vietcong with arms, rice
money, others because they belong
communities that do resist the V
but are ofien pmpamd 10 resist the
government as well." . | |

THE SAME issue of the New Statesmnan
quotes a New York Times repo
US soldiers in Vietnam are now mmz
their own money to hire Nung tribesmen
at five dollars a day, to do the dirty
work, such as torturing suspects. One
Times photo shows Nungs (who worked
with the French and Chiang Kai-shek)
hanging a prisoner upside down—‘after
fifteen minutes in this position h
mitted he was a sniper’. Two
pictures of Nungs at work are
reports the New Statesman. T
British Hovercraft are reported to |
work in Vietnam. The new arms

been appmnted Mr. HeaIey, Sec
for Defence, in announcing the
ment said when questioned, ‘A
nam, we regard the United Sta
country to whom we are
and indeed anxious to sell arms
would not seek to impose any limitatio
on the use of the arms we sell.” Hamp-
stead Labour Party has undcﬂaﬁen to

Liberal Studies
The mind boggles! When 1 read
report in the Guar ian. '

shown

T

paper a.nd askmg Inm to distri
picce to all journalists, pohﬁd;as,
TU bosses, etc., none whom
protested, to my OV
could wipe their mou




- Seamen vs.
the State

NLESS THE SHIPPING Federa-
tion increase their offer. the
'seamen’s strike will drag on. As
the odds are a million to one against
this happening, the seamen are pre-
paring for a tough struggle. The
clear cut issue is seamen versus the
employers plus the government, and
the seamen will be part of the
‘showdown’ that had to come with
some section of industry sooner or
later.

The Financial Times in its edi-
torial on May 14 reflects the em-
ployer-government attitude. ‘The
very inconvenience caused by a
shipping strike, in fact, may help to
bring about a change in the public

Contact Golumn

Room and Work. Woman reader (mid-
fortes) will need room and work
when leaves psychiatric hospital
Offers of either or both to Box 30

Research. Wanted for Research purposes
—Committee of 100. Old copies
Resistance vol. 1. 2 {1-5): 3 (1, 3-7).
London Committee Bulletin, Action
for Peace, Pamphlets. Leaflets, Circu-
lars, National. London. Regional
Original Price or offers, plus postage
to Peter Neville, 12 South Grove.
Erdington, Birmingham. 23.

Accommodation Wanted. Wanted, large
flat, W.2, W.11 for Notting Hill Gate
anarchists. Any information regard-
ing a reasonably priced flat will be
gratefully received Please contact
M. Fitton, Flat 35. 37 Clanricarde
Gardens, W.2 (Nr. Notting Hill Gate
underground station) evenings.

Comrades wanted to take part in anti-war
papeant, May 28, Details from
Myrtle Solomon, EUS 5501.

Accommodation Vacant. Half flat vacant
Phone Bucknell CUN 4576.

Aberdeen Vietnam Week. June 5-11
Pickets, leafleting, teach-in. meet-
mgs. vigil, etc. Details, support to
Bob Comrie, 288 Hardgate, Aber-
deen, Scotland.

Rebel Worker. First English number of
America’s  wildest, experimental
libertarian socialist journal. 1/- post
free from Charles Radcliffe, 13 Red-
cliffie Road, London. SW.I0 or
Freedom Press

All-Hail! Glasgow Fed. of Anarchists
Group 2 recently formed need cash
for a loud-hailer which i1s urgently
required for a forthcoming Faslane
demo. Donations please to Joe
Embleton, 11 Baliol Street, Glasgow.

Hospitality wanted. Sixteen-year-old com-
rade (male) from Paris would like to
stay with. family during summer
vacalion. Write Box 29.

King Hill Hostel. Demonstration out-
side Minister of Health’s house. Meet
3 p.m. Kentish Town tube station,
Sunday, May 22.

Job/Girl/Country. 16year-old comrade
(working-girl, net student) with
problem parent (widow) seeks per-
manen! job in country. Preferably
near some Peace/Political Activity
evenings and weekends. Anything

considered. Contact through Peter
Neville, 12 South Grove, Erdington,
Birmingham, 23, urgently.

Accommodation Offered. To responsible
person in return for taking child
to school some days and a (very)
little housework. Write 15 Pennine
Mansions, Pennine Drive, Golders
Green, NW.11 or phone MEA 1872,

Accommodation. Young couple seeking
accommodation in West or NW
London with view to communal flat,
Not too expensive. Grateful for
any type of reply. Box 27,

Accommodation. Flat or rooms required

in London area (preferably un-
furnished) by teacher and wife, For
one-year period from September.

P. and M. Ford, 102 Stotfold Road,

attitude towards wage claims and
cause everyone lo tread more care-
fully in future. If that were to
happen. we should have a consider-
able and lasting gain to balance
against the immediate loss” In
other words the seamen have got 10
be beaten at all costs as a warning
to others.

The national press have taken
this point up in various ways in all
the editorials. One of the most
vicious was the Sunday Telegraph of
May 15. °If greed and selfishness
are outstanding characteristics of
the British today they are fully
exemplified in the National Union of
Seamen and its decision to strike.’
It goes on to say. ‘They have refused
to abate by one iota their demand
for what amounts to a 17 per cent
increase in earnings whilst already
some average £20 a week and all
found.

The gentleman who had the gall
to write that editorial probably gets
that amount for just writing that
diatribe alone, he must be
*burnt out’ after that effort,

Getting back to the truth for a

really

moment, the NUS have issued a
leaflet entitled ‘The Target is 40
Hours’. In it they quote the
wonderful 1965 agreement which
meant that an AB received a
monthly sum of £8 2s. 8d. in the
consolidated basic rate for adult
ratings to compensate for up to

eight ‘hours work each on Saturdays
and Sundays when a ship is at sea.
This meant, of course, that seamen
had to be prepared to work a seven
day week of eight hours each day
at sea to get it.

The SPIRIT of the agreement was
that the existing pattern of work
should continue. In fact seamen
would only be called upon to do
the Saturday and Sunday hours
when absolutely necessary. Running
true to form, some of the shipping
employers watered down the ‘spirit’
and purposely found jobs for the
seamen on Saturday and Sunday
like the very vital task of cleaning
hand rails. Obviously this sort of
mercenary action by some of the
employers all helped to stir up the
seamen. In consequence seamen
are saying, ‘To hell with agreements
that employers can drive a coach
and horses through, we want a
straight 40 hour week at sea as well
as in port’.

The employers’ offer, and final
offer, was a 40 hour week over

three years wjy, a standstill on
further wage increase for three
years, unless there is a steep rise in
living costs, o determines a
‘steep rise’? Mgy certainly the em-
ployers would neyer admit to a steep
rise, and the goyernment couldn’t
because to them j; would mean ad-
mitting defeat qof heir Prices and
Incomes Policy, On that basis the
seamen could be right back where
they are now, amongst the lowest
paid seamen in the world.

The rank ang file seamen quite
rightly rejected the offer flat, despite
the fact that My Hogarth and the
negotiating commisree were ready to
accept.

After the wyr seamen were
promised wonderful conditions, in
recognition of their valiant war
service, they received bugger all.
They were promised a revision of the
penal clauses of the Merchant Ship-
ping Acts, needless to say there has
been no revision. It's no good
Harold Wilson, Gunter or the em-
ployers now Saying this could be
reviewed under a general enquiry.
Twenty-one years s long enough to
amend any Act even by the wind-
bags at Westminster,

Perusing the Sunday press I ex-
pected to find some bright spark
wanting to make some strikes illegal.
I wasn’t disappointed. Quintin Hogg
in the Sunday Expr(f.';.y (15.5.66) was
screaming for that very action. He
states how daddy's Trade Dispute

Act of 1927 prohibited political
strikes, and how'it was repealed by
the Attlee Government in 1945,
Quintin then Winds up with a
wonderful last paragraph. ‘No one
doubts that free“and independent
trades unions have a vital and
responsible part 10 play in modern
industrial society. But no one should
be above the lawdor set themselves

up to dictate to/ Patliament the terms
on which Britain$hould be permit-
ted to live. IF the nation does not
assert itself to end this lawlessness
and chaos, we d0 not deserve to
continue to flourish as a free people
in the modern world.” .

How the hell can a trade union
be free and independent when it is
forbidden by law 1o strike? It
would have been far better if he had
written what he really meant. Trade
unions are a necessary evil providing
they do not respond to the wishes of
their members but conform to the
wishes of the employers and the
establishment., In other words a
training ground in the interest of the
present system.

From 12 o’clock tonight it appears
that the Royal Navy is going to be
pretty busy on a ‘towing operation’
but the dockers are prepared to
counteract this move, ‘black ships’
will not be unloaded. This example
of solidarity is excellent. Let’s hope
that this liaison doesn’t break down
when the dispute is over. Dockers
and seamen have a lot in common,
in co-operation they could win their
just demands.

BiLL CHRISTOPHER.
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‘BASIC GULF

HE STATE is increasingly opposing
the workers’ struggle to maintain
and improve wages and conditions. Its
present economic role in society is a
far cry from that of the ‘laisser-faire’
period of capitalism and this is partly
due to the increased power of organised
labour. It is not only the largest em-
ployer but actively assists private em-
ployers in resisting the demands of their
employees.

The State is strengthening capitalism
and assisting in its monopolistic trends.
Monopoly capitalism fits snugly in with
the State’s centralised planning and con-
trol. Workers are beginning to feel the
effects. The Incomes Policy showed how
the Government was thinking and the
proposed early warning legislation shows
that they have every intention of carry-
ing out this policy.

With regard to the seamen, any show-
down with the Government has been
avoided up until now. Wilsons last
minute intervention in the rail dispute
prevented what some managements
would like to have seen for although
they talk about ‘lost production’ and
how the ‘country’s prosperity is bound to
suffer’, they are nevertheless willing to do
battle with their employees. They saw
the rail strike as one where organised
labour could have been taught a lesson.
It would, they say. have enforced the
Government’s Incomes Policy and
shown ‘our’ foreign creditors that ‘we’
meant business.

TAKING ON THE SEAMEN

With regard to the seamen’s strike, the
Financial Times says: ‘Uncertain as the
outlook may be at present, it is impor-
tant to remember that a strike would not
be pure loss to the economy. Some time,
if it is ever to get wage inflation under
control, the Government has to face the
inconvenience of a major strike. It
might have chosen better ground (rail-
waymen) on which to stand perhaps,
but no ground is perfect, and the Budget
left so much to the incomes policy that
another surrender immediately after it
would have shaken overseas confidence
both in the Government’s policies and in
sterling.” From this it appears that far
from being ‘disastrous’, in the long term
a strike could be a good thing, providing
of course that the strikers give in.
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Nuclear Earthquake

Continued from page |
change their minds. They would do well
to learn from what has occurred I
Russia.  Although Soviet authorities
vehemently deny it, there seems to be no
doubt that before the Tashkent earth-
quake, in which several people had been
killed, there had been underground tests
at Karaganda, 500 miles to the north
of Tashkent. There seems to be little
doubt that these tests had, in fact, in-
duced the carthquake at Tashkent, It
also secems very odd that the Soviel
Union did everything in their power to
kill the siory and even forbade f[oreign
correspondents to visit the area. The
only news has come through Tass, the
oflicial news agency, it has kept saying
that damage was minimad. The Swedish
seismological observatory at Uppsala is
guite definite that there had been a
large-soale underground explosion in the
Karaganda area just prior to the Tash-
kent earthquake. It seems quite likely,
therefore, that the Soviet authorities who
exerted censorship at Tashkent were only
too well aware on whose shoulders the
responsibilities rest.

THE COST OF THE

=

improbable that the Chinese communist
régime could have developed such a
device so quickly and, in order to bluff
‘the paper tiger', they resorted to a trick.
The consequences of their action are,
however, very serious for the people of
Northern China, 1t geems very likely
that, for its size, it was one of the ‘dirtiest’
bombs ever exploded, The Japanese are
worried about possible fall-out risk to
themselves, and are certain that the
North Chinese provipces will be con-
taminated.  Certainly enough to affect
milk and other formg of food,
TECHNICAL DRAIN

The Chinese goverpnment appear 1o
have siphoned ofl great number of
technicians and scientists towards the
nuclear bomb projects. In @ country
where trained techpologists are at a
premium it seems that this definitely
indicates that the Chinese communists
have chosen guns rather than butter. It
seems very sad that g poor nation which
was trying o improve the lot of the
largest group of pegple in the world
should prefer revenge to the conquest of

that, with the kind of madmen loose at the
top of governments today, international
disarmament is an impossibility. The
only thing that can be done is to try
and make sure that these weapons are
never used from the territory of this
couniry by any power. Any means pos-
sible is admirable for this end. D.W,

If the Government stands by its in-
comes policy, then further industrial
disputes are likely to occur. If the
management-State line up wins in these
disputes, there could be considerable
structural changes. a general rationalisa-
tion of manpower and the introduction
of new methods of production which are
being resisted at the moment.

Although ‘our’ lack of ability 1o com-
pete in the international markets is nearly
always attributed to strikes, a look at
the International Labour Office’s figures
show a different story. In the United
Kingdom, the number of working days
lost per thousand of working people for
the five years ended 1964 was only 242.
compared with 1220 in Italy and 722
in the United States. In fact the number
of days lost as the result of accidents is
far higher.

‘THEM® AND ‘US’

William Davis, financial editor of the
Guardian, says: ‘There is still a basic
gulf between employer and employee in
this country—a “them” and “us” approach
which does immense damage.” Judging
by the ILO strike tables. it appears that
the ‘them’ and ‘us’ attitude prevails in
other countries as well and that this
does show a ‘basic gulf’. It will al 3
be there while we have an employer-
employee set up and while a minority.
controls the means of production. While
competition for markets goes on, each
capitalist power will try to solve its
problems at the expense of the workers.
This may have taken a harsher form in
the past, but nevertheless it remains
essentially the same today.

This ‘basic gulf’ comes up again in a
Stationery Office pamphlet called ‘Atti-
tudes to Efficiency’. This says that the
profit motive is less accepted in this
country than in other Western industrial
countries. It puts up ideas to be intro-
duced to dispel the employee's distrust of
managements. With regard to manpower
inefficiency, it says that imaginative
management is needed ‘coupled with a
recognition that negotiation is essential
to secure the abandonment of many
wasteful practices’.

Security and status would influence
workers' attitudes. Staff status, sick pay
schemes, procedure for appeal against
dismissal and joint consultation are some
of the reforms suggested in the pamphlet,
but these will bring benefits at a price
for these things are not given away, only
won. All sorts of schemes might be
thought out and introduced and every
effort will no doubt be made to try to
show that the interests of workers and
management are really one and that they
are a partnership, with common ground
existing between them.

Managements need workers, but
workers do not need managements. They
could take over, run and control industry
for the benefit of the community instead
of for the profit of a few.

P.T.

‘Anarchy’ held up

UBSCRIBERS to Anarchy, our sister-
paper, will experience some delay
in receiving it this month. Complicated
as ils production schedule is, due to
block-makers, artists, typesetters, proof
readers, printers, machine-minders, there
is a further complication (not known to
FreepoMm) of ‘the binders’. This month's
issue was in their hands and awaiting
completed delivery when a phone call
was received that one of the higher-ups
in the bookbinders had called
to the back cover illustration and
given it as his opinion that there mi

be some objection on

by Censorship

workers',
The Freudian significance of this re-
ported remark was not lost upon its
recipient when it was recalled that the
back cover of Anarchy contains a pic

of a nude man by David whose

has been lashed into some
torture-device, In the face of this re

the only thing to do was to transfer
binding to a less prudish firm.
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