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HUNGER STRIKERS

detention centres throughout the
UK have been on hunger-strike in
protest at their continued imprisonment.
Linda (currently detained at Colnbrook)
says: “We wanted the hunger-strike at
Colnbrook to go ahead until we are
dead because to deport us to our
countries is like killing us. So we
decided to die.™
Orther detainees protested by packing

their bags and demanding to be released
at recepton. At Haslar Removal Centre,
two dozen detainees refused to go back
inside until riot officers were brought in
to disperse the protest and remove the
men back to their dormitories. Detainees
have been on hunger-strike before but
hungerstrikes have been centred on
individual needs. This time the struggle
is collective. against the use of

derention as immigration control.

Throughout April detainees in

" Thetrovss began when detainges

were not allowed to go ourside during a
demonstraton at Colnbrook and
Harmondsworth detention centres.
John Turkson. also in detention at
Colnbrook said: “Even though we were
not allowed to go out for fresh aix. we
could at least hear vour voices, we
could feel your presence around.”

As detainees were kept away from
the windows, unrest inside the
detention centre grew. 120 detainees
began refusing food. quickly followed
in solidarity by detainees at Haslar near
Portsmouth and finally Long Lartin in
Worchester. Initially the Home Office

denied the scale of unrest saying that
incidents were isolated and well
contained but as unrest spread from
centre to centre, the administration
became increasingly more paranoid.

Emma Ginn from the National
| coaltion of anti-deportation campaigns
says, “For the first time, all visitors
were asked if they were press. Almost
all visits were refused. Two of the
protesters were in isolation, including
the Pastor who had spoken via mobile
phone to the demonstration.

“A visitor, concerned about the use of
isolation as punishment, managed to
enter the detention centre but halfway.
through the visit was made to leave on
suspicion of being press. The situation
inside Colnbrook is depressing. One
guy says he just wants to die there. He
won't let us try to get him admitted
| into hospital.” T e

Despite thelofficial desialithag 8
protests at Colnbrook and Haslar were
connected, detainees communicated by
phone. Following a further mass refusal
of food the next day, the Home Office
finally, started talking to, the inmates.
Behind the scenes, protesting detainees

were shifted to other removal centres to
try and contain the uprising.

On Friday 21st April, a delegation of
detainees met again with a home office
official who promised to consider all
their cases, particularly those of people
who have been detained for a long
time. The Home Office continued to see
the problem as that of individuals

MENTAL HEALTH

ill are being abandoned (Freedom,
8th April), Robert Allen interviewed
Jim, 2 worker in the mental health

Following reports that the mentally

RA: The Healthcare commission are
saying that mertal health for over 65s
virtually does not exist. Are you aware
of this concern?
Jim: 1 used to work i a unit that
worked exclusively with people over
retirement age with mental health
problems. I'm cerrainly not going to say
it was a gold star service but “virtually
does not exist™ seems a litde strong.

I suspect that many older people with
mental health problems are simply

: farmed into mainstream old people’s

| homes where there is no specialist
knowledge.

| It's certainly true that these homes see

* a lor of mental health issues but this is

often seen as dortyness or people

‘playing up’ without properly trained

staff. I'd say the services are failing

+ older people.

RA: Is the report accurate in your
experience, that psychiatric services to
the over 65s is poor?

Jim: These services are poor for
everyone certainly. They tend towards
the extremes cither they give Jittle to no
support or they Jock you up - which I
think is due to cost - and in particular
with the current NHS crisis the mental
health services such as they are will be
particularly badly hit.

RA: Are the mentally ill being left to
fend for themselves and how bad is it
for the over 63s? 1
Jim: I'd say the over 65s at the moment
| have a choice ~ be taken into specialist

- e

Inset, Colnbrook detention centre

rather than the collective issue of the

use of detention. On the promise of the
Home Office to meet again to consider
the wider issue of the use of detention,
people ended their hunger strike. As of

care or cope on your own. This is
clearly a very unfortunately position to
be in.

But addressing some of the problems
that lead to mental health deterioration
are as important as dealing with these
problems when they arise — housing
and poverty are real problems - it’s
great that more and more older people
are becoming more active than they
were, say, twenty years ago, because
when people feel they have been
thrown on the scrap heap and are
simply waiting to die it leads to
depression and physical deterioration.

RA: If the health authorities are cutting
back on their psychiatric services, what
does this mean for older people?

Jim: My impression is that day services
are going to be hit particularly hard
because the extent of the cuts means
that things have to close and units
where people are resident are more
difficult and problematic to close than
an ‘extra’ service.
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No Borders demo.on 13th April outside the Home Office building in London in suport of te hunger strikers.

Sunday 23rd April the official
statement is that the hunger strike is
over.

This uprising of detainees was
sparked by a demonstration outside
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_We are (finally) At The Café!
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Colnbrook detention centre as part of
international protest against the use of
detention. Solidarity actions have taken
place in Leeds, Liverpool, Manchester
=» page 6. column 5

POISONED PERM

mecting hall of the local parliament
of Perm, in Russia, to publicise

ongoing poisoning of the local population
from illegal decommissioning work in
the area. On 20th April Anarcho-
Ecological Resistance militants wearing
gas masks entered the meeting hall,
blasting a siren and shouting into a
megaphone: “Warning, a chemical
attack is in progress!™

The anarchists’ chief grievance was the
parliament’s sixth rescheduling of hear-
ings on the problem of solid-propellant
rocket (or missile) disposal in Perm,
pushing it back to June. The work on
decommissioning, which involves burning
the solid fuels in the missiles and releases
large amounts of toxic hydrogen chloride,
dioxin and other poisons, is illegal in the
area. Last vear. a mystery explosion-in
the facility on the edge of the city of
Perm was rumoured to have wrecked
ruch of the site, but decommissioning
of the nuclear missiles has continued.

There' a Jong history of environmental
damage and missile testng in Perm, having,

Ecological protesters broke into the

been a major Soviet-era base. In the early
*70s a project called ‘Grifon™ at Osi. near
Perm, was intended to increase the
extraction from oil wells in older and
less productve fields. The project involved
detonating a small nuclear device under-
ground.

Immediately after the explosion. the
level of radioactivity seemed normal,
but since 1976 the number of wells that
produce radioactively contaminated fuel
has increased. No experts have been able
to explain the reasons for an unexpected
and unpredictable distribution of
radioactive contamination in the oil
fields.

The activists dropped 400 pamphlets,
entitled *Chemical Hazard!’, that
explained the organisation’s position on
the matter at hand. After the distributon
of the anti-missile pamphlets that called
On representatives to cease postponing
the mecting. and the anarchists shouted:
“Burn the missiles in your own offices!™
and left the Legislative Assembly's
meeting hall. None of the participants

- were detained.
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Home and away

Clarke's miscarriage

In an arempr 1o save £3m, home secretary
Charles Clarke has placed a cap on
miscarriage of jusuce claims. Payments
under statutory law can no longer exceed
£500,000, and savings are to be used
for supporting victims of crime. Under
the oniginal discretionary scheme which
is to be scrapped, average final awards
have increased from abour £170,000 in
20034 to around £250,000, half of the
cap. Payments were unlimited and the
most ever paid out is £2.1m.

The scheme’s abolidon means there will
be no payments to people who have
been arrested but subsequently not tried
or those whose cases have been quashed
while going through the normal appeal
process. They will be able to sue through
the civil courrs. The move complements
another recent plan to ask victims of the
justce system to pay for their ‘room and
board’ in prison. In total, about £8m is
paid out every year for wrongful convic-
tions compared with around £200m for
victims of crime.

AA bit of amess

The GMB union have condemned plans
by venture capital group CVC 1o sell a
department store chain for for £1.5bn
more than they paid for it, after perpetrat-
ing an asset stip worth £1.3bn.

CVC bought Debenhams three years
ago for £1.7bn, and have since embarked
on an audacious lending spree, taking on
£1.2bn of debr. They are now rtrying to
sell the enterprise for £2bn, with the debt
on top. Meanwhile at the AA group,
which has seen vicious union-bustng, the
same group has taken on yet more debr
— the equivalenr of nearly £280,000 per
employee. The interest payment on this
amount of debr would amount to more
than £11,000 per employee per annum
if the venture capiralises are able to
borrow at 4%.

The AA has fired over a third of irs
staff since being taken over by CVC,
which specifically rargeted leading
GMB unionists in a campaign to install
a yellow union ar the breakdown and
insurance group. There have been
reports that there will be a special
dividend of £500 million to the venrure
capiralist owners.

White paper

A report published by the Comussion
for Racial Equality has found thar print
media has only a 5% minority populadon
— despite the fact that most print media
companies are based in London which
has a 38% minority working popularon.
The industry is accused of being a closed
shop, though not on specifically racist
grounds. Trevor Phillips, chair of the
CRE, said: “The media is old-fashioned
when it comes to career progression.
People are often recruited through
informal nerworks which doesn’t help
those who aren’t on the editor’s radar
in the first place.”

Editors responded thar they did not
receive many applications from minority
groups, but a MORI survey found that
minority groups showed nearly twice as
much interest in pursuing a career in print
than in the general populaoon. A quarter
of all respondents to the poll thought
there was too little diversity in the media,
and 21% believe there 1s a problem with
racism in the profession and that more
needs to be done to show how the
industry is tackling it. The report not
only revealed that mosrt black and Asian
faces were found cleaning the offices;
burt that they also experienced low-level
‘racism through comments like ‘ger Mrs

“Tikka Masala on the phone’.

GREECE: Around noon on Thursday
13th April, a member of the fascist
organisarion ‘golden dawn’ was spotted
inside the grounds of Panteion University
suspected of attacks against the anti-
authorirarian commune in the
university. As it was later revealed, he's
the son of a high-ranking police officer.
When students atttempred to approach
him at point blank he pulled our a gun
and aimed at them, but before he was
able to use it he was disarmed.
He was then taken to the dean where
a second gun was found amongst his
belongings. The dean’s intenton was to
hand Gerasimos Papagiannis (pictured
above) over to the police so thar he could
be charged, but for ideological reasons
late that afternoon he was set free by
the same students thar disarmed him.
OQurside the university a sound system
was informing the passers-by ot whar
exacdy happened and an ana-fascist
demo, was called for Spm that evening.
Just before the demo was due to start,
a group of fascists suddenly appeared
armed with knifes, sticks and flares and
in absolute co-operartion with rhe riot
police arracked those who had gathered,
resulning to the stabbing of three students.
According to many wimesses the knife
artacks were led by D. Zafeiropoulos —
the only one not covering his face under
a helmer - the narionalist candidare for
the coming mayoral elections for the
Ciry of Athens with the Greek
nationalist party ‘patriotic allegiance’.

LUXEMBOURG: Just over rwo years

after losing a court case which found

Prison

Rob Thaxton release due

After seven long years in prison for
throwing a rock ar a cop during a
‘Reclaim The Streets’ celebration,
American anarchist Rob Thaxton is
finally due for release on 29th June. He
will still be under a lot of restrictions
though, and both his freedom of move-
ment and his abiliry to communicare
are being severely currtailed by the
aurthoriges. If you would like to send
cards to Rob, to be given to him on his
release from jail, please address it to
Rob Thaxton / *Secret Project’, PO Box
9038, Seattle, WA 98109, USA.

Repression continues against Irish
POWSs

Since the signing of the Belfast agreement,
which specifically ‘criminalised’ those
Insh political prisoners who were not
members of organisations who were
party o the agreement, there has been
worsening repression in British prisons
in the North of Ireland. Ar Easter, in
Maghaberry prison, all family visits were

software giant Microsort had been
operating a monopoly and unfairly
excluded compenition, another appeal
to the European Court of First Instance,
based in Luxembourg has begun.

The company, which produces nine
out of ren deskrop publishing systems
and has successtully kept out all non-
Microsoft software through the use of
bundling (integrarting functions with
windows to put off the buyving/down-
loading of rivals) is arguing thart they
should be allowed to bundle more
products and not pay the hefty fine
imposed in 2004.

The move comes ahead of the launch
of the company's new operating system,
Vista, which ignores the ruling and
introduces a version of Adobe PDF
reader sofrware to undermine its main
rival in the field. The new system will
also fearure a search engine on the
deskrop, in an attempt to topple
Google’s 70% monopoly of the sector.

The company, which has almost
unlimited money to fight through the
courts, has nor yet paid its fine and has
not introduced any of the anti-monopoly
demands levied.

MEXICO: Two workers have been killed
by police as the state artempted to break
a three-week old country-wide strike by
at steel gianr Villacero SA. ¢ \

Workers have burned offices, guard
posts and vehicles, while clashes have
seen 72 people injured and 13 arrested
after repeated unsuccessful governmental
use of police to try and gert the strikers
out.

The company has been forced to buy
in steel from other producers to meet
contracts as members of the 250,000-
strong union took over steelworks in
the Southern state of Michoacan to
fight moves to replace union leader
Napoleon Gomez.

On 17th February the government on
recognised Elias Morales as leader of
the union in place of Napoleon.

stopped after Republican prisoners
refused ro remove their Easter lilies. One
prisoner from Belfast, Terry McAfferty,
was singled out for harsh trearment and
thrown into one of the jail’s windowless
punishmenr cells. He immediately went
on hunger and thirst strike. Both Terry
and another prisoner, Paddy O’Mahoney,
had been forced to go withour food for
the two days prior to this, because they
were nort able to collect meals wearing
their lilies. Fortunarely, the intervennon
of supporters managed o get Terry
rerurned to the main wing several days
later, the hunger and thirst strike was
ended, and he is currently pursuing a
Judicial Review, concerning his
trearment, as 15 Paddy O’Mahoney.
Lerters and cards can be sent to Terry
at: Terry McCafferty, Maghaberry Jail,
Upper Ballinderry Road, Lisburn,
County Antrim, BT 28 2PT.

Donald Currie
Donald ‘Currie is en remand accused of
an attempred arson atrack on a director

¢ Board declared the stmike illegal.

Around the world

Workers have also been on strike at
Grupo Mexico copper and zinC mincs
since 24ch March.

Mexico is Latin America’s second-
biggest steel producer. The government
ordered police to break the picker line at
Villacero after the Federal Arbitrarion

POLAND: In Warsaw an aari-clerical
march was organised by polincal parry
Racja and became a podium for lert
polincians. Anarchist students who had
made it to some anti-clerical actions
previously did not feel like joining and

instead pelted nazis with eggs and kefir. |

In other cities anarchist sudents and
others also marched against religious
indoctrination in school. There were
large demonstrations in Krakow and in

took the form of interesting streer
happenings.

The students’ initiative was started
some months ago by some members of |
the Anarchist Federation, but now
includes many young people from
ourside it as well. Some of their
websites: hrtp://iu.bzzz.net/ or
hrep://iu.er.pl

of a company which supplies Huntingdon
Life Science. His full address is Donald
Currie, TN4593, HMP Woodhill,
Tatwtenhoe Streer, Milton Keynes, Bucks.
MK4 4DA.

Miscarriage of Justice compensation
capped

The Home Secrerary, Charles Clarke,
has announced thar he plans to save
£3m a year by curong payments to
miscarnage of justce victims who
subsequently get their convictions
overturned. Those who win their
appeals ar the first atrempt will get no
compensation, while others who have
spent years in prison will see any pay-
outs capped. Individual awards will be
limired to £500,000 to bring them in
line with the maximum amount paid to
victims of crime. Campaigners say the
cuts ignore the impact of wrongful
convictons. The move follows previous
attempts by the Government to charge
miscarriage of justice victims for ‘room
and board’ during their tme in prison.

Zabrze. In Krakow the demonstration l

! RUSSIA: A 19-year-old ant-fascist,
Aleksandr “Shrtopor’ Ryukhin, was
murdered near the nightclub Plancta
Lda, where the German hardcore punk
band Tackleberry werce about ro play.
Aleksandr was approaching the club
with a friend when they were jumped
by berween six and cight naus. There
was no fighting, but Aleksandr was

i immediarely stabbed in the hearr and

died before paramedics arnved 30
minurtes later. His friend sustained a less
scrious head wound in the arrack.

The neo-nazis wore special gloves and
were clearly prepared to kill. However,
unlike the murder of Timur Kacharava
| in November 2003, the fascists were not
rargenng any paracular person. Despite
his anci-fascist sympathies and the face
that police Tound anti-fascist stickers in
his pockets, it is likely that he was
targeted simply for atrending a punk
and hardcore concert. He was nor a
political activist.

This tactc of indiscriminate terror is

© also being used against immigrant groups

and forcign students. Just three days
before Ryukhin’s murder, there was a
major fascist pogrom in city of Volzhk,
in the Volgograd region, which is known
for its active anti-fascist movement.
Around 20-30 people artacked the
local Roma community, killing two and

- wounding-at least two others; On 7eh =iy,
{" April neo-nazis in St Petersburg made the

headlines again when they murdered
Lanzar Samba, a 28-year-old Senegalese
student. He was shot dead at 6am on
his way home with friends from the
Apollo nightelub. A shorgun inscribed
with a swastika was found at the scene.

On 19th April Aleksandr was buried
in his hometown on the outskirts of
Moscow. He was a third year student ar
the Moscow Institute of Electronics and
Marthemarics. Currently there are no
arrested suspects — that same evening
police arrested some people unrelated
to the murder, who were released on
Tuesday.

Warrior Wind

This American publication covers prisoner
solidariry and all aspects of the pnson
state. As they say: “As repression increases,
we believe thar it has become more, not
less, important for radicals to raise their
voices. The Warrior Wind newslerter is
one small gesrure towards broader efforts
of resistance, solidanity, and refusal against
a shoddy world system.”

The second issue conrains arricles on
the January arrests in Auburn, California;
a starement from Sacramento Prisoner
Support concerning Ryan Lewss; an update
on the US Northwest ‘eco-crimes’
prosecurtion; reports on Rod Coronado
and Peter Young; an analysis of the
SHAC 7 conviction; eco-prisoner Jeff
Luers’ call for a weekend of resistance
against the so-called “green scare’; plus
informartion abour the project itselr. The
Warrior Wind is available to download
as a PDF file at: socialwar.nevmain/
subversion/warriorwind2.pdf ar
impassionedinsurrecrion.inta/pamphlers
/warriorwind2.pdf
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Not exploited enough

A new round of large scale job losses has put outsourcing of
industry back in the public eye

plans to move jobs our of their
current homes, for unspecified new
destinations.

Following the culling of 900 jobs last
February, Peugeor are closing their
factory in Coventry altogether with
2,700 people to go. In Birmingham,
200 more jobs will be dropped as the
TVR car maker closes its specialist
workshop. In Belfast and London, the
Prudential has announced the closing of
its head office, affecting 500 people and
seeing the loss of at least 200.

None of the sites are unprofitable.
Unions have drawn up an alternative
proposal to reduce shifts at Peugeort’s
Ryton plant until production of a new
model came on producrion in 2009-10,
and have demanded thart the books be
opened to confirm the viability of the
plan.

Bur a joint effort berween Peugeot and
Toyota has already seen them invest £1bn
in new facilities in the Czech republic
providing faster production for far lower

wages, effectively undermining any case
for continued production in the UK in
the long rerm.

A trade and industry spokesman said:
“Qur belief in dynamic markers does not
mean an inactve or laissez-faire approach
to industry.” He ruled ourt any major
intervennion in the fortunes of the Peugeor
manufacturer beyond an amempted
government bribe of £14m for producdon
of the Peugeot 207 ar the plant ahead
of the council elections. Peugeort already
have a plant in Solovakia for the 207
capable of producing 450,000 vehicles
a year at full output.

Other vehicles are already produced in
the former Eastern bloc, paying wages

T hree major employers have announced

at a fraction of the Western European
average. All of the major European car
manufacturers are moving production
out, with Peugeot another example of
an ongoing trend towards massive de-
industrialisation in the West.

TVR, a luxury car manufacrurer
specialising 1n hand-made cars, have

announced that a further 260 jobs are to |
80 as they close their plant in Blackpool. |

The announcement follows 90 job losses
last year and will have a significant
impact on local business. The company,
which sells heavily on its nationalist
image as a *British-buile’ racing car, has
said it “hopes’ to stay in the UK.

TVR states that it is planning to
move some manufacturing operanions
to “a more suitable facility, the exacr
derails of which cannot yet be
released.”

Meanwhile three sites are seeing cucs
from the Pru, with 700 jobs being
transferred around the UK and to India.
The plan is parr of a cost-savings
initiative announced at the end of last

year and aims to save £40m per annum.
The major blow will be to the company’s
Belfast operanion, which will be closed
with the loss of 500 jobs, while Holborn
Bars in London will lose 120 jobs and
Bristol will lose 40. Unions and staff
are currently in a 90-day consulradon
process over the cuts.

Around 200 of these jobs will go to
India, and this will undermine union
representadon, according to Amicus. They
said in a statement: “The proposals would
close Prudential’s office in Belfast where
union density 1s strongest.”

Amicus said that in 2002, the union
signed an agreement with Prudential
stipularing no lay-offs were to result

The Peugeot plant Ryton

from outsourcing. The agreement ran
out in February 2006, and Amicus said
it believes the Prudential has waited
until the agreement expired to artack
well-organised centres.

Although these lay-offs are among the

Persistent poverty increase

recently produced a study report

that shows that persistent poverty
(poverty is defined as a family income
below 60% of the median income) in
Britain is on the increase.

There are approximately 3.5 million
children living in poverty in Britain
today. That’s more than a quarter of
the roral child population.

Apart from the obvious effects of
deprivation for those children, this
poverty has every chance of persisting
throughout their lives, and later being
passed on to their own children.
Childhood poverty experience leads to
adule poverry, which in turn can affect
future gencrations.

The study looked at two groups of
teenagers, one trom the 1970s, and one
from the 1980s. The purpose was to
research the link berween childhood
and adult poverty, and whether this
link is getting weaker or stronger. Its
findings relegate the notion of social
‘mobility in Britain to the waste bin.
Almost 20% of 1970s teenagers from

Thc Joseph Rowntree foundation has

poor families were found to have
grown up to be poor in larer life, whilst
only 10% of the non-poor teenagers
had this outcome. Poor teenagers from
that decade had twice the chance of
staying poor throughout their life than
teenagers from non-poor families. This
effect has been ascribed to general
background disadvantages such as
parental unemployment and poor
education, rather being directy
ateributable to poverty itself.

The results for the 1980s poor
teenagers were significancly worse. This
group were found to be four times as
likely to remain in poverty throughout
their lives. A doubling of the persistence
of poverty link from the previous
decade. The increasing risk has been
areributed to the direct effect of poverty
for 1980s teenagers. Their own adult
unemployment rather than the more
general family factors of the 1970s
group.

There is considerable difficuley in
identifying specifically the cause of
persistent poverty from the numerous

factors involved, but income poverty is
clearly ried up with deprivaton in its
many guises. However, unemployment,
for selt and/or partner, and having a
poor work history seem to be the
strongest factors, and it is their direct
effect that caused the massive increase
in the chance of persistent poverty for
the 1980s teenagers.

Although not specifically mentioned
in the report, the results clearly indicate
the effects of the Thatcher years in
increasing persistent poverry. The 1980s
teenagers first employment
opportunities were blighted by
unemployment which was ar irs highest
since the Second World War, peaking in
1984 to more than three million.
During this decade the richest 10% of
the population more than doubled theic
disposable income, whilst the poorest
saw little or no increase in theirs.

The concise conclusion of the report
is that there is a clear link between
childhood poverty and poverty in later
life, and this link is becoming
increasingly stronger.

most publicised, outsourcing has been
an ongoing problem for workforces all
over the world, as companies look for
cheaper labour.

Companies have been accused of
playing a game of *how low can you go’

by both local and international unions,
as old staples of outsourcing are shunned
for ever cheaper countrics — recently some
companies have been abandoning India
as living standards rise and unionisation
becomes more potent.

Ice, ice, maybe

which could potennally use the

endre solar ourput of Britain has
been given the go-ahead by council
planners. SnOasis, a proposed indoor
ski resort in Suffolk, was approved
tollowing an outline planning
applicarion by the group after a four
year fight by local residents.

The tourist resort, which plans to
make ‘real snow’ on the 80-ft high
slope, would use six megawarces of
power to operate every year — the
equivalent of a mid-sized town — drawn
almost exclusively from the nadonal
grid. It would also be a massive user of
fresh water, as hosepipe bans are due 1o
come into force during the summer for
East Anglia.

The controversial application saw
objecuons from several organisatons,
including The Parish Group of 15
parishes in the local area, which lodged
a complaint regarding a lack of
consulcation regarding the project, and
continued fears over its potential traffic
impact.

Anew development in East Anglia

Onslow, the company behind
SnQasis, hope that berween 1.5 and 2
million people will visit every year.

Brian Annis then spoke on bebals of
nearby Neednam Market Town
Council. He srated that they supported
all che points made by the Parish Group
but wanted to emphasise and add some
of their own. He was amazed that ~in
these days, when concern abour climare
change and fears abourt our ability to
generate electriciry are all over the
news, such a project is even being
considered.”

A range of supporters argued that the
SnQasis project would be a net benenit
for the region. Godfrey Spanner from
Onslow, the company proposing the
development, had stated that
-sustainability is key for us all” and
thar the project ~hit all the rargets™ in
Best Pracnice guidance.

On hearing the news that SnQuasis
had becn approved, Spanner
commented rthat the teat of gaining
approval was not unlike “conquering
Everest”.
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Stripped of his power

King Gyanendra of Nepal is having power taken from him by a
coalition of the bourgeois and the Maoists

assive demonstrations and riots in
M defiance of a heavy-handed police

crackdown have put political
parties back into control in Nepal. Prime
Minister Girija Prasad Koirala has becn
sworn in following a postponement of
the oath-taking ceremony due to his ill
health. At 84 vears old, the new Prime
Minister will head an equally elderly
cabinet. Seven political groups have
formed a coalition with the support of
Maoists to unanimously elect Koirala
to the post.

The change in leadership comes after
weeks of escalating tension between the
crown and the public, with at least
150,000 protesters filling the streets of
Kathmandu on 22nd April despite an
order to police to shoot curfew violators.
An indefinite general strike called by
opposition leaders had paralysed the
country, escalating the confrontation.
Around fourteen people have been
confirmed killed by the security forces
during the protest.

Large swathes of rural Nepal are already
under rebel — mainly Maoist — control,
with the Maoist ‘New Democracy’ move-
ment holding several vital strategic points
around the regions.

New Democracy theory aims to build
economic power through capitalism
before constructing socialism, as part of
a two stage theory for development
towards an equal society. The group
formed a loose coalition with opposition
groups in Nepal to bring the challenge
to Gyanendra’s reign. They agreed to a

three-month ceasefire as the new govern-
ment scttled in. Eleven soldiers were
captured, with eight subsequently released
by the insurgents. It is though that
communications across the country arc
so poor that the group would have been
unaware that a ceasefire was on. The
soldiers were taken captive from
Ramdittha village, about 500 km cast
of Katmandu.

Lawmakers have now proposed a truce
with the Maoists, who have an enormous
independent power base around the
country.

The king admitted defeat a vear and
two months after he seized control from
the government and declared himself to
be ruler by divine right, using their
continued inability to defeat the Maoist
insurgency as justification. On taking
power, the king declared that the “days
of monarchy being seen but not heard
... are over”. All human rights were
cancelled and thousands have been
jailed without trial.

People of all classes, castes, ages and
races have been imprisoned or attacked
during Gyanendra’s campaign of terror.
Over a hundred journalists were jailed
and independent newspapers forced to
close.

In the recent troubles batons, tear gas,
rubber and live bullets have all been used
indiscriminately. Armed police routinely
fired at the faces and heads of demonstra-
tors. Many protesters have ‘disappearcd’
or been tortured.

This month Gyanendra said on public

radio that he had an “unflinching
commitment toward constitutional
monarchy and multi-party democracy™.
Since taking control, Ncpalese legislators
have demanded that Gyanendra give up
his power to command the country’s
90,000-strong standing army, which he
had used to arrest journalists and
dissenters and maintain control of

major services.

Japan’s prisons of torture

to introduce new rules allowing the

jailing for up to a year of house-
holders who don’t paint their homes a
chosen colour. The threat is a strong
one for people who don't like the
preferred shade of green — those
incarcerated in Japan’s prison system
life is systematised daily torture.

One American who was transferred
to serve the second part of his prison
sentence in the US proclaimed after the
move: “I felt like 1 had died and gone to
Disneyland. The difference in the two
prison systems is incredible.”

Prisoners in Japan's prisons suffer as
do prisoners all over the world with
regular beatings and solitary confinement
which is a matter of course for those
who transgress the rules. However what
makes Japan's system of abuses against
prisoners worse is the authoritarian
extenuation of Japan’s functional and
hierarchical modes of daily life into
prison life. Bow, sit, lie on you bed, eat
your food, wipe your face; indeed, any
normal and habitual activity of the body

Ajapanm town council has decided

done incorrectly and you will be punished.

Sit in the middle of you cell, roll your
bed up properly, do not talk unless you
are given permission. Failure to meet
these so called ‘rules’ results in absurd
punishments such as having 1o sit in the
same position for 10-hour stretches, for
weeks at a time.

Or the prisoner may find himself in
‘protection cells’ having to wear trousers
with a slit under the anus to defecate
through. His hands are permanently
bandcuffed behind his back and he eats
from bowls left on the floor Rations
are regularly cut in half as further
punishment. It was — as one prisoner
says — “like a boot camp for the nazis”
and “we were being systematically
turned into automatons™.

It is a system where the statc attempts
to control every function of a person’s
body where even a prisoner’s exercise of
his ultimate power ~ suicide - is covered
up. For the authorities cannot be seen
to be powerless in any circumstances.

The prisons are also a serious health
hazard. Most of them do not have any
heating and prisoners regularly suffer
frostbite in Japan's harsh winters, and

conversely heat stroke and exhaustion
in the summer. Nick Baker (pictured
below) is an English prisoner in Japan
who has suffered frostbite to his hands
over several winters. Over the years he
has lost several stone in weight. Getting
ill is something to be avoided at all
costs. Forms have to be completed to
sec a doctor and then it will be scveral
days before the consultation actually
takes place. Tuberculosis is widespread
and many prisoners suffer from
numerous skin complaints because of
the poor sanitation.

More information conceming Nick Baker can
be found at justicefornickbaker.org

As the protests swelled and became
increasingly uncontrollable, political
leaders welcomed the decision, which it
is hoped will head off any moves
towards a more radical sct of demands
being raised by the population.

The Maoists have grown hugely over
the last few years, following massive
corruption in the parliament prior to
Gyanendra’s takeover. The major political

| parties have in recent years been unable
| to maintain order or strength against the
monarchy. But it is thought that the sheer

size of the popular movement will force
them to push for far larger concessions.
It is thought that the Maoists are
intending to enter the parliamentary
arena, as their ten-ycar war to gain
military control of the country has

reached a stalemate.

Supermarket strike

s of the time of writing, workers at
A Mercadona, the largest supermarket

chain in Spain, have entered their
sccond month of an indcfinite strike
against the company.

Almost 700 workers walked out on
24th March demanding the readmission
of three CNT-AIT union delegates,
greater job security for employees and
the halting of oppressive measures
within the company.

Mercadona has been accused of
scveral violations of employment law
over the last two years, including the
illegal monitoring of losses, incligible
dismissal procedures against the three
unionists for whistleblowing poor
working conditions, and false
accusations of robbery.

Private sccurity has been hired to
guard the building against the
workforce, and Mcrcadona has
allegedly threatened to blacklist anyone
found with links to the strikers, or cven
with pamphlets.

Abel Ortiz, writing on the CNT's
Spanish language Mercadona forum
(cnt.es/cordoba/foros/index.php). said:

“There has been a month of flux
alrcady. It has, as always, hired
blacklegs in some positions. It can pay.
Mercadona took over 10bn last year.
Even so they are allowed to cuss and
harass their workers. It scems
impossible. We will sce, higher towers
have fallen.”
As a gesture of solidarity, the
international section of the CNT, the
International Workers® Association
(TWA), have sent 2,500 to help the
strike fund, but more help is necded,
according to British section SolFed. The
group's international sccretary said:
“The CNT is asking for donations to
alleviate the hardships of its members.
Every day for the last three weeks or
more there have been demonstrations in
Barcclona to press for the above
demands. A National Plenary of the
CNT on 22nd April agreed to organise
demonstrations throughout the whole
of Spain.i
Donations to the strikers can be sent to bank
account: IBAN: ES08 2100 (La Caixa)-1183-
35-0100505773. Messages of solidarity can

be sent to sov@barcelona.cntes.
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New Nukes, Old Attitudes

As the issue of nuclear defence arises once more, Robert Walsh
investigates the arguments and alternatives

uclear weapons have exisred
for decades in Britain, and
wherever they have been

deployed controversy and
protest have never been far
behind. From the early dayvs
of CND, the Committee of
100 and the Spies For Peace ro the
acnivities of the Greenham Common
protesters and Trident Ploughshares,
people have been openly expressing
their opposition to nuclear weapons
and the terrifying possibility of their
ever being used again.

CND has rraditionally adopted a
conventional (and, some would say,
conservative) approach to anti-nuclear
protest. Marches, lerter-writing, lobbying
of MPs and government, public meetings
and petitions have been employed by
CND to further the anti-nuclear cause.
Larterly many anti-nuclear protesters, such
as the Greenham Common protesters,
Block The Builders and Trident
Ploughshares, have taken a harder line
and adopted non-violent direct action like
blockades and infilrrating military bases
such as Faslane, Devonport Dockyard in
Plymourh and rthe Atomic Weapons
Establishment at Aldermaston with the

intention of sabotaging nuclear hardware.
The various forms of protest have met

with varying degrees of success.

CND continues to be the organisation
of choice for those who prefer a more
‘respectable’ form of protest, while orher
groups have been taking the fight directly
to the Ministry of Defence (MoD) and
the Navy. Though some may choose to
criticise the adoption of explicitly non-
violent direct action, the fact remains
that various nuclear sites have become
‘Designated Sites” under the Serious
Organised Crime and Policing Act
(SOCPA).

Where the offence of trespass was
previously a civil martter, and protesters
could only be escorted off-site or handed
over to civilian police, trespassers at

1 ‘Designated Sites’ can now be fined up
1 to £5,000, sentenced to up to 51 weeks
] in prison or a combination of the two.
\Xhile this change in the law is merely
one of many attacks on civil liberties
made under the guise of improving our
secunity, the fact that the authorities have
seen fit to enact laws catering specifically
for protesters suggests that these groups
have become a real irritant to the MoD
d the Navy.
There has been speculation regarding
replacement of the UK's Trident
ile system. Will Tony Blair upgrade
12 Wall Blair adopt a different form
ar ‘deterrent’> Wall Blair bother
it, abide by the Nuclear Non-
1on Treary (which the UK has
simply drop nuclear
sgether?
e 15, 10 many anni-nuclear
‘smokescreen. The
t will replace Trident

with a new nuclear weapons system. The
only real question is what form those
weapons will take.

Some of the UK’s hunter-killer
submarines are being refitted with the
capability to launch cruise missiles which
can be tipped with nuclear warheads
from Britain. There is currently large-
scale recruitment at Aldermaston (where
the Briosh bombs are designed and built)
and builders are engaging in a major
upgrade with a nine-figure sum being
spent on new buildings and facilities.

The Government is unlikely to earmark
that much money for something it isn’t
already fully committed ro. All three of
the major parties have commirted them-
selves to the retention of nuclear weapons,
while the Prime Minister himself has
been quoted as saying he believes in the
UK having nuclear weapons. And. as a
rule, what Tony wanrts, Tony gers.

So, having accepred thar the UK will
be replacing the Trident muissile system,
whar form will the supposedly
independent nuclear deterrent rake?
There are a number of options. The UK
could invest in old-fashioned ‘free-fall’
bombs like the B61 and B83. This is by
far the most unlikely as ‘free-fall’ bombs
must be delivered direct to the target by
aircraft. Aircraft could easily be shot
down while in the air or destroyed
while still on the ground.

Ship-launched missiles are only a
slightly more credible possibility. The
ships would have to be within range of
their target, which is the principal
problem with ship-launched weapons.
Going within range of the rarget, given
that ship-launched missiles usually have
a shorter range than ICBM’s, would
expose the ships to torpedo attack from
submarines and missile attack from
land-based and air-launched anti-ship
mussiles.

Fixed silos for intercontinental ballistic
mussiles (ICBMs) are not a realistic choice
either. Fixed silos can be pinpointed and
artacked by a first strike of missiles,
bombers or even Special Forces teams if
necessary.

Submarine-launched missiles are the
most likely option from the options
available. Submarines can travel virtually
anywhere within the world’s oceans.
Even during the days of Polaris, British
submarine-launched missiles had
sufficient range to hit any land target in
the world from the open sea. The stealth
and mobility of submarines also limits
the possibility of submarines falling prey
to either a first strike or retaliatory
strikes. If the opposition can't find the
subs, then they can't kill them.

The deployment of conventional forces
by land, air or sea would not be realistic.
During the Warsaw Rising of 1944, the
German forces took heavy casualties
and ok weeks to destroy the city. The
Rising lasted rwo months, saw 200,000
die and expenditure of resources (which

admittedly left over 90% ot Warsaw in
ruins) was enormous. And this was with
a airy surrounded on all sides and supplied
largely with improvised weapons and
what defenders could caprure from the
German troops.

Carpet bombing can also be largely
ruled our. Again, the production of enough
bombers and the training of the crews
would rake far too long and be far too
expensive without even considering the
cost of replacement crews, aircraft and
supplies. The ongoing political repercus-
sion, such as the negative publicity from
high civilian casualties and the heavy
military casualties that would doubtless
ensue make this oprion unfeasible.

Nuclear weapons also have a political
role to play. Their possession has
enabled successive British governments
to pursue the fiction that the UK is still
a major power. Given that the British
Empire collapsed after World War Two
and that the UK is still entangled in the
so-called “special relationship® the myth
of the UK having some major role in
dictating world affairs nceds to be
bolstered by the UK being a member of
the nuclear ‘club’.

The three main political parties in
Britain have all committed themselves
to retaiming nuclear weapons. The Labour
Party have made it a manifesto commit-
nient. For the Conservatives, Shadow
Delence Secretary Liam Fox recently
confirmed the Tory intention o retain
nuclear weapons and replace Trident.
The Liberal Democrats are, as usual, on
the fence. Their manifesto contans a
pledge to work towards the abolition of

nuclear weapons while simultaneously
(and in clear contradiction) also pledging
to retain nuclear weapons until they are
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