PP A p—

W—-.‘-t;- s
13 s

" MAY 20 1967 Vol 28 No 15
"N
1

HE RECENT Bill, now in the
T Committee stage in the House of
Commons, to make Family Plansing

art and parcel of the National Health
Service, covers England and Wales but
pot Scotland.
| The reason for this discrimination lies
in the ‘Catholic vote’. And this bogey
s a real one. Areas of Scotland, particu-
arly in the West and around Dundee
re haunted by the presence of the
Catholic vote’. In areas like Coatbridge
be populace votes not Labour or Tory—
it Catholic and Protestant.
To give some examples of just how bad
is. In Glasgow, where the Labour-
pntrolled council is ridden with Irish-
atholics there is no official municipal
mily Planning Centre at all. The sole
irce of help and information in the
y is the offices of the Family Planning
§ociation, a private body. Queues of
men. have been reported there. 1In
adec (with an amazingly large Irish
ation) a similar situation exists.
pburgh is little better and only in
frdesn, where the humanitarian doctor
Dugald Baird has been working on
louter fringes of the law for years, is
ptive information freely avail-
Freely available, that is, for those
b seck it out.
wven in Aberdeen, claimed by some to
ore liberal in these matters than
ckholm, the local clinic does not
ear in the telephone directory and
services are largely restricted to the
ddle classes.
A suggestion that posters should be put
mother and baby clinics was briefly
oted by the city health committee and
ien quietly dropped. That not everyone
n the city agrees with the enlightened

fore its burial. The cause of death,
according to the patient, lack of ‘adver-
tising”. T beg to differ with the diagnosis,
it was more like suicide whilst under

regdom
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attitude of the health authorities can be
seen when one Progressive (ie. Tory)
councillor said, ‘What do we need it for
anyway’.

Scotland is bogged down in sex matters
by 19th-century Victorian Presbyterianism
on one hand and blatant Roman Catholi-
cism on the other. In one cathedral in a
major Scottish city worshippers were
given printed forms containing a hysteri-
cal tirade against the abortion bill and
were told, by the clergy, to send this
drivel to their MP. Some weren’t so
soft and sent these little holy epistles to
the press instead, whereupon the hier-
archy denied responsibility.

Certain Scottish Tory MPs have
pleaded in the Westminster Gasworks
that Scotland should be excluded from
the abortion bill. What similar under-
hand skullduggery has gone on in the
case of the Family Planning Bill? Or is
the failure to give Scotland the benefits
therein the only way in which our
politically bankrupt Labour rulers can
halt the ever decreasing Scottish popula-
tion? Scotland now has the biggest slum
problem in Europe, the lowest wage rates
in Britain and mounting unemplovment,
The Highland Board, just about the
only piece of anything like Socialist
planning this government has done is
impotent against the attacks of the landed
gentry. Wilson may well have an Aden
problem on his hands, he may worry
about the Common Market, he can sweat
over the balance of payments. But the
Scottish problem, provided North of
the border comrades start stirring it up a
bit, could give Harold the Good the
biggest headache he's ever had!

DoNALD SHU.

SUNDAY CITIZEN’
COMMITS SUICIDE
FREF_DOM regrets to announce the the

* death of another newspaper. The have made
Sunday Cifizen has five issues to go be- he

isers it would not
but it would have

yoycott of advert

solution? Are National

ing of the past? Do we
ead the papers? Going to
“the mornings, either the journey
 quick or too crowded to read the
Wm in the evening and by
u bave had your evening

| monster imposes its

s

KING CONSTANTINE of Greece

recently visited this country m
a ‘private’ capacity and the inde-
pendent, free press of this country
obeyed instructions to keep this fact
secret from the public.

King Faisal of Saudi Arabia
recently visited this country in a
‘public’ capacity and the indepen-
dent, free press of this country
obeyed instructions to whip up some
interest,

_ Nevertheless a courageous journa-

list, Mr. Micheal Davie, the Deputy
Editor of the Observer, shed an in-
teresting sidelight on King Faisal's
v:]sil, which is of importance to us
all.

It is a pity that nobody will tell
us about King Constantine’s visit.
We would have liked to know whom
the Greek King talked to. Did he
visit his relations? In what way did
his visit connect up with the recent
coup? But on this subject we have
to wait until a respectable amount
of time has elapsed. Should a
courageous journalist wait so long?

But we are grateful to Mr. Davie
for having written a very interesting
article on at least one aspegt of the
sponsored welcome given Yo King
Faisal. This ‘sponsored welcome’
was very noticeable in the pages of
The Times newspaper, on whose
presses the Observer is printed. It
must have taken quite a bit of
courage on the part of Mr. Davie
to have publicly criticised his own
landlord. But that he has cause
for complaint is evident.  This
briefly has to be explained as dog
does not bite landlord very often.

Lord Thomson is the owner of
the Sunday Times (rival of the
Observer) and he also owns The
Times which shares the building and
presses with the Observer. There-
fore the Sunday Times knows every
move that the Observer intends to
make. By the time the Observer
staff worked out a new lay-out or
decided on a new series, Lord
Fhomson’s Sunday Times has a
similar article ready. This battle is
not so much for news, but for adver-
tisers.

And where one paper goes the
other must follow. Special features
which bore the tits off readers are
now commonplace. And, as Mr.
Davie pointed out, there is a danger
of further encroachment. He has
decided to make a stand on this
issue.

The new twist is this. On Tues-
day, May 9, The Times made pub-
lisging history by becoming the
official organ of the Saudi Arabian
Government. This is how it hap-
pened. They published a special
supplement on King Faisal's visit.
He was welcomed in an editorial

Sheikhs

& Shekels
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and there ‘were 19 separate articles
about or related to Saudi Arabia.

Says Davie: ‘At the foot of page
two there was a note saying: ‘‘Publi-
cation of this number has been
made possible by the payment of a
charge by the Government of Saudi
Arabia equivalent in amount to the
cost of advertising that a special
number of this size would normally
carry”.

‘The novelty of the supplement
lay in the total absence of visible
advertisements. What had happened
was that The Times had printed 12
pages, liable to create a favourable
impression of Saudi Arabia in the
minds bf its readers, and the Saudis
had paid the bill.

‘Responsible’ newspapers have
been careful in the past to maintain
a reputation for complete indepen-
dence. These kind of special re-
ports that are signed by respected
and unbiased political commenta-
tors are making a mockery of
‘independence’. ;

This is a kind of liberal wish that
has no reality. But it has driven
Mr. Davie to the point of resistance.
One can sympathise with him want-
ing to hang on to a code by which
a semblance of plain dealing can
satisfy his conscience.

But for this problem there is go-
ing to be no solution. The encroach-
ments of advertisers will continue.
The borderline between adveriising
and editorial copy cannot be main-
tained under the present publishing
arrangements for newspapers. Mr.
Davie accepts the fact that adver-
tisements 'are the main source of
revenue for newspapers. But he
must know how difficult it

is to
avoid the printing of concealed
advertisements. Most of the travel

stories are sponsored by Cook’s
Tours. One can concede that adver-
tisers do not always want editorial
control. This is when they only
have goods to sell. But when they
wish to create a market, or change
governmental policy, they also buy
editorial space. The threat of with-
drawing advertisements is only put
to advertising men, who pass it on
to the management. By the time a

EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY !

r IF THE RIGHT wing of the Conserva-

tive Party has a function in con-
emporary British politics, it is to show
by supporting them which causes are
‘doomed. :

It is ironic that a political grouping,
consisting of so many retired majors,
should have to endure so many Dunkirks,
Having struggled unsuccessfully to
Esme such institutions as hanging and
‘the British Empire, the Old Right is now
fighting to keep the grammar school.

But the grammar school as we know it
will not survive. It offends against the
current educational principle, ‘equality of
opportunity’,

This  principle

will  increasingly

“ dominate the educational theory of any

modern class society. An educational
system based on it will be the most
efficient method of ensuring that the
maximum number of able children
emerge as potential leaders.

the process.” (Ministry of Education
circular 10/65, July 12, 1965)

This paragraph is quoted in an article
by a freelance journalist Rosemary
Wittman published by the Sunday Times
on May 7. The article stands out from
the load of rubbish recently thrown at us
by the bourgeois press on comprehensive
schools. -

The writer visited one ‘outstanding’
comprehensive school, Wandsworth in
South London, to find out how successful
it was in implementing the ideals of

request arrives on the editor’s desk
it has been tactfully worded. But
advertising, whether it is concealed
or only too blatant, is the mainstay
of most newspapers and the more
one paper like the Sunday Times
gobbles up the ads, the less there is
for other papers. This is not to say
that a successful paper is a healthy
one.

The Sunday Citizen was killed
for lack of advertising. And yet it
had an enormous circulition. They
sold 250,000 copies a week. There
is something wrong when such a
figure is too small for a healthy
circulation. v/

Last year the Sunday Citizen is
supposed to have made a loss of

£160,000. In the same year the
Co-operative  Wholesale  Society
made a profit of £800,000. Now it

would have been within the CWS’s
reach to keep the Sunday Citizen
alive. But this would have been no
different from the CIA’s subsidy to
Encounter (and 1 believe to the
magazine Censorship). The CIA
got what it asked for. A softening
of intellectual attitudes with regard
to American policy, whether at the
time of the Rosenberg executions
or now with Vietiiam (Alex Com-
fort’s letter, the Guardian . . .) was
worth the subsidy. Similarly the
magazine Censorship paid its way
by creating a kind of universal guilt
of censorship.

We believe that the answer can
be found within our own approach
and that of a few other papers in
this country, We exist solely on
sales, subscriptions and a communal
subsidy which makes up our deficit,
Paradoxically, having no advertising
in our paper is a great saving for
our readers each week. Every man
who pays ‘only’ 4d. for his Mirror
is facing financial ruin sooner or
later. All advertising whether con-
cealed or blatant exists to tempt
you into impulse buying fridges,
washing machines or patent medi-
cines. Therefore Mr. Davie's last-
ditch defence is a battle on the
wrong front. He is a brave man to
have made a stand anyway.

Jonn RETY.

the theorists. She certainly found that
more boys were passing examinations:

‘Between 1955, the last year of the
grammar school, and 1965, after ten years
of comprehensive organisation, the num-
ber of GCE “O" levels passed went up
700 per cent, and “A" levels went up 300
per cent.’

The figures for university entrance
have also gone up—if not so spectacu-
larly. But judged by the standards of
the Ministry circular the school appears
a total failure.

‘Nobody’s friends with Tau boys, the
bottomn ones. Or any of the boys from
over Fulham or Battersea,” said an

Continued on page 3

HUGO BLANGO IN DANGER!

HUGO BLANCO, imprisoned Peruvian
peasant leader, has been severely
beaten up by prison warders in his Lima
gnoﬂllsnco was summoned to see the
Prison Director. On his way to the
Director’s office, he crossed a piece of
ground which had been declared ‘mili-
tary territory’, a designation which the
prisoners usually ignored. ;
There was no sign to indicate that the
crossing of this area was forbidden.
‘When a warder called Blanco's attention
1o the prohibition he said he was igno-
rant of the ruling and started to discuss
the matter. A captain of the Guardian
‘Republicana then ordered the warder to

‘beat up Blanco.

A fellow prisoner, Kreus, tried to help
- but other warders,came along and,’
on the caplain’s orders, set about both

“men.

with ‘pulmonary disease’ according to
the authorities. No one is being a]lnwe,:l
to see him and. from all accounts, he is
without medical care.

Protests should be sent without delay
to: The Peruvian Ambassador, 52 Sloane
Street, S.W.1, telephone BELgravia 2545
and to: President Belaunde Terry, Lima,
Peru.

Hugo Blanco’s appeal against the
savage sentence of 25 years is due for a
hearing before a Military Court soon.
It would be very convenient for the mili-
tary authorities if he died before the
Court met. This is what happened to
Maxime Velando, another Peruvian
Labour leader. The official version was
that he took poison, but in fact he was
beaten to death by the police.

Tssued by the British Committee for
Solidarity with Victims of Repression in
Peru, ¢/o 100 Henderson Road, London,
E1T.
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We ean supply
any book in print

SECONDHAND
We have a large stock of secondhand
books. Tryv us for what you want or
better still, visit us. This week’s selection
The Philosophy of Ingersoll
(ed.) Vere Goldthwaite 8/6
British Trade Unions
Sir Walter Citrine (spine damaged) 6/-
Shall Angels Weep Again?
Mary Needham §
The Massacre of Saint Bartholomew
Svivia Lennie England 4/6
Thomas Hodgskin Elic Halevy 12/6
Anecurin Bevan: Cautious Rebel
Mark M. Krug 10/~
The Road to Wigan Pier
George Orwell (L.B.(
Murder, Piracy and Treason
Raymond Postgate 12/6
The Quiet American
Graham Greene 3/6
Paradox, King Pio Baroja §/-
The Economic Consequences of the
Peace (damaged) J. M. Keynes 3/
The Chronicles of Dawnhope
G. F. Bradby 3/6

edn.) §/-

News from Nowhere
William Morris  §/-
Joan of Arc Mark Twain §/-
Botha, Smuts and South Africa
(1946) Basil Williams 3/~
Pillars of Society
(includes Kropotkin) A. G. Gardiner 4/6
Soviet Justice and the Trial of
Radek and Others Dudley Collard  §/-
God and the Universe
Chapman Cohen (paperback) 3/6
Determinism or Free-Will?
Chapman Cohen 4/-
The Case for Socialism
Fred Henderson  3/-

Postage Extra

h'_;dom Boekshop

(Open 2 p.m.—5.30 p.m. dafly;
10 a.m.—1 p.m. Thursdays;
10 a.m.—5 p.m. Saturdays).

17a MAXWELL ROAD
FULHAM SW6 Tel: REN 3736

LI
FREEDOM PRESS
PUBLICATIONS

BELECTIONS FROM ‘FREEDOM
Vol 3 1953: Colonialism on Trial
Vol 4 1954: Living on 2 Volcano
Vol § 1955: The Immoral Moralists
Vel 6 1956: Oil and Troubled Waters
Vol 7 1957: Year One—Sputnik Era
Vol 8 1958: Socialism in a Wheelchair
Vel 9 1959: Print, Press & Public
Vel 10 1960: The T of Africa

Vel 11 lm:‘lhhql-hbm
Vel 12 1962: Pilkington v. Beeching
Vel 13 1963: Foroes of Law and Order
Val 14 l!u: ‘Election Ynn

‘Caldwell’s letter.

Dear Editors,

The intellectual and moral arrogance
of Malcolm Caldwell’s letter on Vietnam
(FregpoM, 13.5.67) provides a classic
example of what I and many others have
found disturbing about the statements on
Vietnam of | ord Russell and those asso
ciated with him,

Caldwell writes:
after the French ratted
takings (made in the period while they
were still trying to build up their forces
in carly 1946) was a matter of scll
preservation against French 1|\I|u- which
pioncered later US genocide Ihere is
something to this, but Caldwell’s bombas

‘Vietminh “terror”
on their under

tic sentence does not meet one of the
principal points Fe atherstone was making
in his article in Freepom on March 25,
that the Vietminh assassinated not only
Frenchmen but also Vietnamese
I'rotskyists, ‘liberal’ nationalists, etc. Was
this, too, a matter of self-preservat ?

Caldwell writes: ‘It is very to
pont out piddling factual errors in
Russell’s articles and to 1gnore !!‘.\_-
overwhelming fact of our time of which

socialists,

maost

he has tried to warn us—the slide of
the US government
Like accusing the
their concentratior

towards Fascism

lews of exaggerating
1 camp vicuims (0 con
trive support against Hitler Caldwell’s
apparent assumption that exaggeration
and deceit is a useful means of whipping
up support 1s questionable on practical as
well as moral grounds. To take Russell’s
case, his repeated distortions and inac-
curacies in his statements about Vietnam
have meant that his views have been
easily dismissed in the country where he

must want them to spread most—the
USA.

Caldwell accuses me of ‘disguised
racism’ because I object when Russell

quotes the New York Times as saying
that 100,000 were ‘killed or maimed by
chemical poisons’, whereas the original
report (which derived, as Russell failed
to make clear, from a Vietcong broad-
cast), said that 100,000 had been ‘killed
or affected’. It seems to me that the
racism is Russell’s, if he really can't tell
t:hc difference between when a Vietnamese
1s ‘affected” and when he is ‘maimed’,

Caldwell writes: “Would Roberts and
Featherstone go along with the journalist
who interviewed me on my return and
suggested that all the flattened cities and
limbless women and children had been
“laid on™ cynically by the Vietnamese
themselves to dupe Western liberals?’
Then, prejudging our answer to this
question, he goes on: ‘Don’t parade your
callousness so blatantly.’ This prejudging
of our answer is not only unpleasant in
itself, indicating that Caldwell sees every-
one who is not wholly for him as wholly
stupid and evil, it is also based on
fantastic blindness. Caldwell knows
perfectly well that I oppose the US
bombing in North Vietnam and have
said so publicly, particularly in an article
in New Society on January 12, 1967,
but also in many other places. Caldwell
knows that I believe civilian targets in
North Vietnam have been persistently
hit by US bombs. Yet, because I
disagree with some of his and Russell’s
statements, and have argued in some
detail with them, I am ‘callous’ and a
‘racist’.

In this letter I have not attempted to
answer all the points in Malcolm
1 trust that Malcolm
Caldwell will excuse me this discourtesy,
butlfcalthatlhlve achieved what
1 wanted in this correspondence—to_get
Caldwell to state in detail his Ob}QCllDBS
to Featherstone's article—and it is up to

Featherstone, should he wish to do so, to

mke ‘a more complete riposte,
Yours,
ADAM ROBERTS.

THE VIETNAM CONTROVERSY

Dear Commdes,

About the article "Lies
(Fruepom, 25.3.67). 1
CriliCiIams \\l]l\'h are

about Vietnam'
agree with
made of the so

called ‘Liberation Front' of Vietnam
The main question, ns far as Anarchists
are concerned, s ‘Is the Vietcong a
Libertarian Movement? for, if it is not
it eannot lead to ‘liberation
Anarcho-syndicalist reades mn re
member that, at the last SWF (o
ference, an attempt was made to ey ed
from membership any Ipporier the
Vietnam Solidarity Campaign his
authoritarian move was, I'm plad to sas
defeated The SWF has clear statement
of aims and pnnciples, and T

all who
to fall out over event
of the world, wh

agree with the

powerless to ‘nfl
. The broad amorphous L% whach
call the Anar t Movem
have a formal membership It
all those who are not just oppos
this government or that governs
to government as Ih )
many |f‘¢r nt viewpoints as there are
Anarchists \ few, however, try to de
fine those they disagree with out ol
existence. This is the ‘Anarchist’ equiva
lent of ‘exclusion ‘expulsion’, 'excom
mumcation’ or whatever vou want (o
call .

On March 25, 1 went to Speakers

Corner to sell Anarchist propaganda
CND was holding a meeting there, and
a few people with red and black flags
were standing beside the platform, shout
ing interruptions, some of which were
relevant, but most of them frivolous

I met an Anparchist from Aberdeen
who was taking no part in this curious
ritunl. He carried a red and black flag
and that of the NLF, which looked very
strange to me, and I said so. He replied,
‘I carry it to show my solidarity with the
people of Vietnam. It doesn't mean |
support the communists.’

Now, in my opinion, the NLF has all
the marks of a stare. It imposes taxes
on an already impoverished population,
it conscripts young men, it wages war,
etc. The gesture of the Aberdeen com-
rade scemed well meant but mistaken.
However, when he added that he had
just been told by the people interrupting
CND's meeting that he ‘could not be an
anarchist' 1 felt distinctly sick. That
these Londoners, instead of welcoming a
fellow Anarchist from a distant city, in-
deed from another country, should
attempt to ‘excommunicate’ him, seemed
crazy to me.

Anarchism has taken firm roots in
Aberdeen. Taking into account the dif-
ference in size, it compares very favour-
ably with London. My explanation of
this is that there are Aparchists in Lon-
don who don't want the movement to
grow. Now, whether we like it or not,
there will continue to be very different
viewpoints within the Anarchist move-
ment. There are many who can't stand
my views but, if I live for three score
and ten, they will have to put up with
me for another forty-five years (and
vice versa).

To me, there are two main groups of
Anarchists; the revolutionaries and the
non-revolutionaries. Like the Aberdeen
comrade, I am in the first category. We
may disagree over many things, but what
we hold in common is more important.
But all of us, revolutionary or otherwise,
have to ‘live and let live’. There is no
other alternative for Anarchists.

Yours fraternally,
London, N.1 Dave CouLL.

Anarchist Federation of Britain

(n“bn-ﬁ—lmh%

speakers, etc., ploase comlact local grewps.)
Oet in tomeh with Stephea Richards, 235 North
mmwﬂ Cheshire.
Correspoadenes
umw.unmnu,m

BEXLEY ANARCHIST GROUP. Correspondence
to Paul Wildish, 2 Cumbrian Avenue, Barnekerst.

BELFAST: Contact Tony Adams, 11 Winetavern
uare, Belfast,

all the

communists can state
communists can defeat the military and
economic might of the US

Dear Editors

As | have written more about Vietnan
in Faerpos than probably anyone else 1
should like to comment on Malcolm
Caldwell's statement, ‘[t 18 incompreh
ible that FrREEDOM, an 1archist
should lean backwards to apolog
LIS [ascism, rather than T..r_.-._|
behind the great and unbeatable
revolution against ape D
humiliation

I have read ery word written at
Vietnam in Freepos Five ths
boen protests against US ruta .
| n v - i

uch igditm i
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that the US I nvt
near it.)

Freprposm tak I I |
wnarchists, that war a strugele between
evil wnd that the magnitude W the
greater evil in no way condones the
lesser. Caldwell doubtless thinks this line

is pedantic and purist and all the rest
but perhaps even he
of Vietnam, will admit that plenty of
journalists and commentators ha
reported that the majority of the South
Vietnamese people do not support either
Hanoi or Saigon and yearn only for peace

such as Martha Gellhorn clearly
showed in her Guardian articles a few
months ago

in the specific case

Some people (such as myself) want to
see a compromise reached in Vietnam (I
agree the chances are slim but that is

what [ want) Others want lo see
American military victory or communist
military victory even if it means years

more suffering for the Vietnamese
although no proponent of the Vietnam
how the Vietnam

Caldwell is obviously a
supporter of the Vietnam communists
Would he, 1 wonder, use the columns of
Freepom to make a public declaration
of his willingness to join an International

passionate

Column in Vietnam should Hanoi call for
one?

JEFF ROBINSON

Foulness DEMO

Dear Comrades,

The East London Committee of 100 is
planning a demonstration at the military

complex at Foulness and Shoeburyness
on May 27,
houses the

28 and 29. This complex
Foulness Atomic Weapons
Research Establishment, two artillery
ranges and Shoebury Garrison. In addi-
tion it is proposed to install a missile
base at Shoebury.

Several hundred civilians live in a
prohibited area, virtually under martial
law. They require permits to enter and
leave the area, as do all persons visiting
the area. We have been informed that
this area is to be extended. In view of
this, we call upon all groups and indi-
viduals to join us in a demonstration

?ly-uuh

ANARCHIST CGROUP. Contlast
Alan Ross, 116 Belmont Road, Reading, Beriks
ROCHESTER Amu.cml GROUP. Contact
Eryl Davies, 22 St Margaret's Street, Rochester.

Fortnightly meetin
SHEFFIELD. Canlm Robin Lovell, c/e
Students’ Union, University, Mr.ld Tel. 24076,
SOUTH WEST MIDDLESEX ANARCHIST
GROUP. every Saturday, Feltham
High Street. Contact P. J. Goody, 36 Norman
Avenuve, Hanworth, Middlesex

SWANSEA. Pleaso in touch with Julian Ross,
11 Wdlfield Close, Swansea.

»

I.I'I'II WEST FEDERATION

o i e
NORTH WEST ANARCHIST FEDERATION.
BUXTON ANARCHIST GROUP. Secretary:
l.'.“a-q Punchbow!, Manchester Road,
CHORLEY ucn:m' GROUP. Secretary:
Anne Maric Fearon, Devonshire Road,

ANARCHIST PROPAGANDA
Gerry h'.lill’m.l‘lmw Square, Liver-

m.“ Meetings ‘Freedom’ Sales—

MANCETEe ANARCHIST CROUP. Secre-

tary: Dave Poulson, Flat 9, 619 Wilbraham Road,
My Manchester, 21.
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Still Alive
and Kicking

Dear Edit

Ther I ) | |

el { J Pink
examination ol ! i i1ng o
anarchist group ("Manchester Prohle
Faerposm, 29.4.6 However the art
irritated members of Manchester A
chist Cir ip (1) r i LA { islead
describy an f-date ation
group is cry h alive and (1)
author « Iplain i sctivity and
of organisation tact rd ination
when in fact 1 ne has seen him
months

For Jim’s nformatior MAG
weekly meetings and has taken part
two moderately significant demos In
last fortnight. It has proc | three
introductory leaflets which have
widely read n 1 university
colleges, etc., and 1t is currently en
in establishing a rapport with other ne
political organisations h as Amn
YCND, AA, and CARD There is &

frequent social contact t

We may not have a corps of full-time

clween mer

organisers but we do have an efficie

secretary, who (if he had been asked)
could 'ﬁrl-}_‘\ih."- have giver a more
accurate account of the state of aflairs
here than someone who, in the last

year or so, has not had anything to de
with MAG
True, we do need to kne

relied on to do what ‘f'i

w who can be

when; and

there is a lot of support running to waste
mn \|:m:,hL-'-.!r_r_ but Jim, please don't
waste your time writing o FRrEDOM
about it, come along and help! We'd
be glad to see you

Fraternally

GRAHAM LEIGH,

RoN & JANICE MARSDEN

Dave & Joun PourLsos

ALAN BarpLow,
DAVID STRINGER
Mauanchester
8.5.67

Group. Contact Rodney Hodges, I Cambridge
Drive, Lee, S E 12

NORTH WALES: Bangor
39 Caellepa, Bangor, Caerns
SOMERSET. John and Jill
contact local libertarians, 4
Taunton, Somerset
ROCHDALE. Please contact Richard Crawford,
4 Hargreaves Street, Sudden, Rochdale
SLOUGH. Contact Sid Rawle, 4
Road, Slough, Bucks

NORTH EAST ESSEX. Would readers interested

Contact Geofl Brown

Driver wish 10
Obridge Road

Hillpertoe

grupowd gro{ write to P. Newell, “"May
hus Maypole Road, Tiptree, Essex
ELTHAM. ‘'Sons of Durrutty’ Group Get in

touch with T
London, S.E9

ABROAD

U.S.A. NEW YORK CITY.
Anarchists, c!o Toerch Booksh East 9%
Street, N.Y ., Mests mq?ﬁ ¥ evening
Aumm An.l.ﬂ:hm Group, PO Br.u A 188,
Sydney South. Public meetings every Sunday im
the Domain, 2 pm and Mondays, 72 Oxford
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N 1940, 1.600 acres of rich Lancashire
' A farmland were politely confiscated by
the wartime government, given a fresh
coat of concrete, and handed over to the
US Air Force. Thus., Burtonwood Air
Base was born. and neighbouring War-
rington found that, to the cver-present
stench of soap and chemicals, was added
the stink of cheap perfume as prostitutes
converged on ,}-,cr[(mn !:kc’:‘ a flock of
ns, from as far away as
A I;Jocr:lcr;%”fi‘:é Middlesbrough, attracted
' by the lure of lonely. but well-paid

Gls.

After the war was over, the number
of pc,qm,,-.c{ dwindled wvery gradually
down to zero and, in 1958, Mr. Fred Lee.
an up-and-coming right-wing MP from
Newtont. began. a popular, vote-catching
campaign to get Burtonwood re-opened
as a civilian airport. Nor was he
deterred by the information volunteered
by Mr. C. Orr-Ewing (then the Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Air Ministry),
to the cffect that * the main runway
is liable to ﬁubqrdcncc from 1960 onwards
as a result of coal-mining at Bold
Colliery”. 1In fact. not until he found
bimself in the lofty position of Minister
. of Power did he find it convenient to
forget about Burtopwood. but as he
discreetly dropped the issue, it was neatly
caught by another up-and-coming right-
| wing MP — onc Robert Howarth of
' Bolton East — who again asked. on
July 2. 1965. why it was not possible to
b Ie-open the airport. He was informed by
Roy Jenkins, Minister of Aviation. that
ithe reason was that ‘there are particularly
‘wvaluable reserves of coal underlying the
airficld. though it is not likely the Coal
rd’s workings will seriously affect the
ssc. of thc runway until 1968. Any
interfercoce with the Board’s programme
would be physically difficult and
extremely costly.”

However. subscqucnt to this remark.
De Gaulle gave the Americans in France
Bieir marching orders. and with the old
domitable spirit. and true British
nerosity. the physical difficulties were
bvercome, the ‘extremely costly” expense
met, and the Americans werce
Icomed back to Burtonwood with open
(Pack your bags, girls. and Jet's
they didn’t catch anything nasty in
eran cel)
| In an attempt to show the USAF that
not everybody was glad to see them back.
NW YCND organized 2 march of protest

to the base from Warrington on Saturday,
April 22. and at 1230 p.m. it sct off on
the four-mile round trip. Although the
‘NW Federation of Anarchists mustered
about 90 people, the other supposedly
supporting organizations (CND — Cam-
paign Nearly Defunct??—YCL, the CP.
SLL. Young Liberals, etc., ctc) could
not manage to whistle up this number
between them. and it was only about 175
people who trudged through the deserted
back strects of Warrington in persistent
rain. which was to Jast all day, and
cause the proposed meeting. arranged for
that evening, to be cancelled. The number
of demonstrators bad increased frac-
tionally by the time the base was reached.
thanks to the late arrival of small
anarchist contingents from Manchester
and Lancaster.

On arrival at BUT{Q!’]“QOd (T‘CLh;n(’_ Im
sight but a dozen happy looking bobbies).
Geoff Nettleton was escorted to the base
commander where he delivered a letter
asking that gentleman to go home. and
petitions requesting that the bombing of
Vietnam be stopped. (No harm in
asking!)

Meanwhile, it was suggested that. while
waiting, some kind of dialoguc be
attempted between the various organiza-
tions represented on the march. and a
certain  gentleman from Liverpool
responded by burmning the petrol off a
couple of flags and casting rather doubt-
ful aspersions on the legitimacy of all
people born in America. He then yelped
continuously through a speech made by
an ex-service man (and proud of it!)
from Accrington CND. and must surcly
bave confirmed the general opinion that
anarchists are loud-mouthed louts with-
out a constructive idea or iota of self-
discipline or respect for other people
among them.

After a short stay. the march, wet.
disillusioned and thoroughly fed up.
made its way back to Warrington. break-
ing formation at the first pub en route.
Such contact as was made with the locals.
then and during subsequent leafletting of
the town. indicated that Warringtonians
were very glad indeed to have the
Americans there. and would much prefer
to be a prumary target themselves than
merely part of the fall-out zone of
Manchester or Liverpool

It Jooks like this time the USAF is
here to stay.

Dave PouLsox.

AM rather worried about the article

7~ by 114" on the Greck Embassy case
- {135.67). I obviously can’t give all my
" reasons. because some of them would
~ endanger people who are still out of
danger and further endanger people who
are already in danger, but I shall give a
couple:

1. The inaccuracy of the article. The
attitudes in the old Committee of 100.
the distinction between ‘the two sections
of the movement'. the Marham case, the
present legal position. the surety terms.
the reaction of the press—tbese were all
quite unpecessarily wrong. INo one ex-
pects infallibility. but there’s no need to
more msﬂy ve:nﬁable facts. To ta.'he

s
e of 100 got
backml%l
N

Iﬂmr'famn- —or_the"libel:atwn left”

'LIBERATION LEFT

and to say that ‘from the consciously
revolutiopary fromge groups of the far
aparchist left have come the cool-headed
apd brilliant organisational minds which
the Gandhian nop-violent movement
lacked”, and to suggest that the author:-
txcshkethedemonsﬁahonassenously
as ‘114" does and held ‘a very big-wig.
verytap—level conference’ between
court appearance on Apol 29 and the
March of Shame on Apml 30—all this
mgomgbeyondexcnsablerheﬁoncmto
mexcusable 'fanmsy mehndofthmg
Iagreethat tb_etessﬁllhfemthe

lutionary; :

and Vietnam are all outside America;
there are no cool-headed and brilliant
‘organisational minds i the consciously
revolutiopary fringe groups of the far
anarchist left; the authorities can smash
uswhmeyu:theywant. Idoubt_wt:ether

ST R S e T, DL 0F THIS WO
‘Rulers of US Found Guilty of War Grimes’

IRELAND, DENMARK AND BRITAIN formally
appliecd to join the Common Market.
Britain’s application was signed before a
Parliamentary majonty of 426 made it
officinl. Seven Parliamentary Private
Secrctaries to Ministers were dismissed
from office by the Prime Mimister for
their abstention from voting in the Com-
mons on the Market jssue. Mrs. Joyee
Butler, who would have abstained but
was away with a cold. voluntcered her
resignation, .

MRS. PEGGY DUFE (late of CND) resig
fram the Labour Party on ite failure
to condemn the hombing in North Viet-
nam and its failure to condemn the new
fascist government in Greece. Mr
Stephen Spender and Professor Frank
Kermode belatedly resigned their editor-
ship of Encounter when they
was partly financed by the US Central
Intelligence Agency for ten years. Dr.
Alex Comfert commented that the un-
subsidised utterances of Encourtter were
no better. In the words of Humbert
Wolfe. ‘“You cannot hope
twist—thank God—the English ;
list / but secing what he'll unbribed do
Theres really no occasion to.”

ned

found it

to bribe or

journa-

THE FORTHCOMING DEMISE,
sufficient subsidics from advertisers. of
the Sunday Citizenr was announced. The
News of the World's Michael Brennan
(ex- Sunday Citizen) wrotc: ‘It was a
cocky. fighting paper. Poor in pocket,
rich in heart. It took bumbledom by
the throat and shook it. It jumped on
the arrogant. shouted for the equality
of man. . . . The Cirizen’s board said
last night: “Progressive causes will be
weaker in the future”. That is why the
News of the World, the highest-sclling
newspaper. daily or Sunday, in the
world, mourns the passing of the Sunday
Cirizen. Its voice, though small. was
impressive.” Meanwhile Jayne Mansficld
bares her soul in the News of the World
and this week's headlines include ‘His
Wife-Swapping Partics Are Over’; The
Wild Playboy's Last Fling": “What Went
on i School Gymnasium®™ and “You're a
Girl: Shock for Aubrey. . . .

owmg to In-

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL complained
that the English version of Pope Paul’s
recent cncvehical shows ‘a hostility to

pvf:dr&‘m in general W hich does not
appear in the Latin’. The Jourrmt e
ferred fto the text as ‘warmed-over
Marxism’. For example the passage 2

tvpe of capitalism has been a source of
excessive suffering” but that industrializa-
tion should not be biamed for ‘cvils that
woeful system’ accompany-
The literal Latin, it js claimed.
a% kinds
.-rus:‘rﬂ m'

belong to the
fﬂ}‘_ it
translates more closely
of capitalism’

‘spme

were seen as the

'so many hardships' but that industrial
advance should pot be ‘blamed on the
that

disastrous opinions about economy

aroese concurrentlyv.

Tae rorr visren the Rasilica of Our
Ladv of Fatima in Porty weal where three
shepherd children Rt?\“"'.]'(‘\'.' they had sccn
the Virgin Mary on several successive
thirtcenth davs of the month in 1917
The Pope made his usun! statements
about ‘peace’. and s=aid the Vatican
council bhad revitalized the Church's
heart but ‘what terrible damage could
be provoked by arbitrar and unautho

rized interprefations. intent on sthppine

the norms of faith of that which modern
thought does not understand and does
not like’. The ult of Our Lady of

Fatima has previously been dedicated to
the cuﬂ'\'L‘?’(-;ﬂ'!' of R"-,"V\‘-.". from atheism
In Naples congealed blood of the patron
saint, St. Januarius, kept in the Basilica
of Sant Chiara failed to liquefy, ns is its

usual practice on the first Saturday in

May (it also docs this on Secptember
19). It failed to do this m 1527 and
the city was ravaged by the plague.

It failed in 1835 and cholera followed
and in 1941 and Alhed planes bombed
Naples. Fortunately for all concerned it
liquefiecd a day later. Priests said that
the cvent took place on Sunday night.
“The miracle had often,” says the
Guardian, ‘occurred on a Sunday in
carlier times and there was no signifi-
cance in the apparent delay.’

ACCORDING TO A gossip columnist, Presi-
dent Johnson at the time of the bomb-
ing of Haiphong told Luci. his daughter,
who had recently become a Catholic.
“You may not wake up tomorrow and
“Your Daddy may go down in history
as having started World War IIT. Luci
suggested. says the columnist, that he
might find comfort by praying at St

—Morning Star

church nearbv. As they
knelt in praver. they were jomined by 8
fow ‘Tittle monks the President recounte
When the Haiphong o
to World War 111 Luer tol

Domink’s. &

ds did not lead

i Mr Johnson.

‘1 knew my little .-vb_‘n'\'\‘ wounld come
through’

1] Taxr, United Nations Secretary-
Genera), saxd, ‘If the present trend con-
tinues I am afraid that a direct ¢con-
frontation b Washington and
Peking ie inevitable’, and added that he
feared that ‘v e mn the initial stages
of World War Three'. In &80 i

with nn American journahist, Cl

lai. Chinese for g secretary

L-’\lf a would intervene f Amenca in-
vaded Haiphon A returming American
soldier brot !'l\l bubonie plague to the
United States from Vietnam Robkert
Welsh of the John Birch Society accused
the Johnson adminstratior

massive mid and comfort”

enemics and hampermg

leaders

THE TTALIAN AMBassapor to the United
States has tendered hie resignation bee
cause he bebeves that Italy should sup-
port the US in Vietnam. The civilian
development programme in Vietnam
(also known as ‘pacfication’ and ‘revelo-
tionary development’) has been placed

under General Wilham C
in the interests of "untficd management’.
Grave concern has been cxpressed by
civilimn ficld adviscrs, according to the
Los Angeles Timex. According to the
New York Hérald Tribune International
French sources say that NATO agree-
ments on extradition do not apply in the
case of a US Army descrter arrested for
vagrancy in Paris since he was not sta-
tioned or on duty i France. He was
absent from his wnit in Mannheim,
Germany, since he did not wish 1o fight
in Vietnam. .

Westmoreland,

THE BoOXSELLER reported that the
Countess of Dartmouth’s condemnation
of James Joyce's Ulysses as 'hornble’
had boosted the sale of the book to 1,000
copies per day. In 45 years it bhas sold
148,000 copies

Jon QUIXOTE.
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EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY

Continved from page 1

‘average” boy to Rosemary Wittman.
“The top forms? Theyre all snobs,
never talk to nobody.” said a ‘bottom’

A sixth-former: “Wandsworth is really
a highly stratified meritocracy. But I
like it that way. I think it's the best
system going.”

In the public schools where the prefect
system originated there is an element of
play-acting: those who are not prefects—
and won’t be—know that the boys who
tyrannise or patronise them will be their
social equals after school.

But Wandsworth, where the prefects
are drawn from the sixth form, is in a
real sense a preparation for life: the boys
in the bottom stream will stay at the
bottom.

Perhaps the most revealing quotation
in the article is from a 15-year-old in the
school workshop:

‘If you do well in exams they ask
you what you want to do. If not, you
have only three choices instcad of ten.
You end up doing things you don’t need
much intelligence for. Like I'm doing

The ‘equality of opportunity” slogan
begins to sound a trifie hollow.

Remember that Wandsworth is one of
London’s star comprehensives. In its
attempts to create the ideal social balance
the school imports working-class pupils
from Fulbam and Battersea.

In Stepney Green comprebensive
school — opened by Harold Wiison in
1964 — where I taught for one term in
1965. there are few middleclass boys.
The buldings are spacious and well-lit, the
lifts work, there is a good supply of
textbooks and there are all kinds of

. facilities such as 2 tailoring shop. But I

‘would bet that the teaching qualifications

of the staff compare unfavourably with

Wandsworth. Certainly the turnover of

sta.ﬁlsh:ghasmm.uyﬁastl,ondon

as Birmingham and certain other urban
Schools in these arcas
inadequate

areas in Britain.
are often housed in totally
buildings and poorly supplied with books.
Some of them contain a high proportion
of immigrants from either the West
Indies or India and Pakistan—the latter
usually unable to speak English.

In the USA. which of course has
comprehensive education. the urban poor
—black and white—could probably tell
Mr. Crosland something about ‘equality
of opportunity’.

As the comprebensives gradually
replace other forms of state secondary
education inequalities will remain. Short
of transferring millions of children to
schools outside the arcas where their
social class predominates. nothing can
stop inequalitics between schools.

And. as the Wandsworth example
demonstrates. even an ‘outstanding” com-
prehensive cannot eliminate inequality—
as it cannot eliminate social tension—
inside a school.

Under the ‘equality of opportunity’
slogan the government can succeed in
increasing the number of well-qualified
school leavers—it could increase them
still further by improving teaching in
w_working—class schools — but it cannot
introduce social justice.

A socially just system would be onc
where the needs of children dictated the
fprm of education. where the potentiali-
ties of each child were allowed to
develop. This is not possible so long as
class society exists with its demand for

LETTER

Oh! for a
Latter Day Bakunin

Comrade Editor.

What has SS-style orgamsed shouting
down of a speaker at a public meeting
to do with the aims of anarchism? Why
should anarchists’ claim for a speaker
at the GND rally be any more important
than Pacifists, Communists or Christians?

Where are the disorganised anarchists
going, apart from up a political cul-de-
sac?

‘The public antics of self-styled anar-
chists will not gain popular svmpathy
Jet alone support for the ideas of
anarchism. Or is anarchism to be a

s crank. lunatic-fringe phcnomcnoa acting

in a vacuum with peither aim nor intent?
thora htterdayBaqunm Goldman

well-trained leaders, experts, planners,
managers—and a vast mass of people
taught to do a job and to accept direction
from above.

But it is possible that the new com-
prehensives will come to arouse feclings

of revolt among the “less able’ majority
of children who occupy them.
against the subjection of their interests
to the nceds of the existing economic

Revolt

system.

If young people are constantly told that
they are being given equality—and if
they sce that they do not have it—they
may begin to demand it.

Wynrornp Hicks.

MORE PLEASE!

WEEK 19. MAY 13, 1967:

Income: Sales amd Subs.: £1289
Expenses: 19 weeks at £90: £1710

DEFICIT: £421
London, N.19: P.B. £/-; Edinburgh: D.P.

14/-; London, S W.15: HS. 10/-;: London,
S.W.4: 10/-: Leeds: D.S. 1/3: Knockholt:
M.R. 11/-; London, NW.11: AU. 2/-;
London, S.W.1: D.R. 4/-;: London, W.14:
N.C. 10/-: Lewisham: P.D. 1/6; Chel-
tenham: L.G.W.” HM}-: Wolverhampton:
JK.W.* 2/-; J1L.* 3j-; London, W3: B.R.
5d.; Melbourne: M.S. 4/-; Alberta: H.B.
15/7: Harlow: K.N. 10/-; Duluth, Minn.:
JJ.C. 12/9; Lomg Beach: SB. £1/1/1;
Sheffield: C.R. 10f: Boulder: J.S. 7/
Lyon: P.Z. 10/-.

TOTAL:
Previously Acknowicdged:

£ 17 6
£442 10 38

1967 Total To Date: £451 8 2

*Denotes Reguiar Centributor.
e N T e T

Subscription Rates

FREEDOM oniy (per year)
£1 10s. (54.50) surface mail
£2 16s. ($8.00) airmail
ANARCHY oniy
£1 6s. ($3.50) surface mail
£2 Ts. (57.00) asrma:!
COMBINED SUBSCRIPTION
FREEDOM & ANARCHY (per year)
£2 10s. (37.50) surface mail both
£4 15s. (§12.50) airmail both
FREEDOM (airmail) &
ANARCHY (scamail)
£3 17s. ($10.50) (per vear)

(per year)



f['HIS

Amalgamated Society of Wood-
workers carried out its threat to
discipline members if they continued
to picket the Myton building site on
the Barbican. The Executive have

3

g >

expelled both Lou Lewis, the
Federation steward and Rolph Lang-
den, a shop steward.

i These two carpenters were called
f before the five-man full-time Execu-
tive on May 3 for their ‘trial. Mr.
Smith, the General Secretary of the

¥  Contact Golumn

This column exists for mutual aid.
Donations towards cost of Typesethng
will be welcome.

Unfurnished  Accommodation Wanted.
Responsible gentleman, thi.r_nes,
exemplary tenant, requires spacious
self-contained flat/house, minimum
three  bedrooms, ccntml London,
quict surroundings. Maximum seven
guineas inclusivee No  premium.
Could decorate. Reciprocal refer-
ences. Box 52.

Former Junkic. Wants job and accom-
modation in London. Box 54.
Meeting: Free Hogo Bianco; Protest

Against Peruvian Repression. Friday,

3 May 26, Caxton Hall, London,

e SW.1. 8 p.a. Speakers: Bill Molloy,

i MP, Robin Blackburn, Faris Glubb,

Chairman: Roger Protz.  British

v Committee for Solidarity with Vie-

; tims of Repression in Peru.

FAd Leafletz. Lewisham Group. Basic Anar-
chist Leaflet now available. 2/6 per

= 100 (postage extra 2/6 per 100).
Orders 10 Lewisham Group address.

2 Work Wanted. Fairly miclligent and

responsible anarchist (18) needs con-

week the Executive of the

ASW, personally charged them, in
that by continuing (o picket, they
were acting against the interests of
the union. The two men did not
deny picketing, but said that they
were upholding and defending the
principles of the union by their
actions. About 30 carpenters were
willing to act as witnesses to this
effect, but the Executive said that
they only had room for 12 of these.
However, when the two men admit-
ted to picketing, the Exccutive said
it would be ‘irrelevant lo call
witnesses'.

While this “trial’ was taking place,
about 200 building workers demon-
strated outside. If the police had
kept strictly to the letter of the law,
many men would have been arrested
and the local magistrates’ court
would have been packed next morn-
ing with cases of Iibel, insulting
behaviour and abusive language.

However, the ASW’s purge of
militants does not end here. In
FrEEDOM (29.4.67), I wrote that
the union had severely repri-
manded Jack Rusca, the London
District Secretary, for paying out
hardship grants at Christmas to
members involved in the Myton and
Sunley disputes. While both of these
disputes were supported at district
level, the Exccutive only gave official
support for a few weeks at Sunley’s,
but never on Myton’s. The Execu-
tve, under Rule 24, Clause 1, of the
Union’s constitution, decided to sack
Yack Rusca from his elected posi-
tion. Clause 11, which gives them
this power, reads “The executive
council shall have power to
terminate forthwith the employment

of a district full time official, as an
employee of the Society, if, in the
opinion of the EC, the official has
displayed incompetence or miscon-
ﬁum: harmful to the interests of the

tcphed. “You know all
] ou were up here

Union Expels
Militants

any form of *democracy”. It is laid
down in the rules of the ASW that
a London delegate meeting can be
convened if, within one month, 28
branches send in resolutions request-
ing one. However, I have no doubts
that if this rule is used, the Execu-
tive will find some way of avoiding
the calling of such a meeting,

COURT OF INQUIRY

Artacks can also be expected from
another direction very soon. Mr.
Gunter has now named the members
of the Court of Inquiry into the two
disputes. Lord Cameron heads the
inquiry, with Mr. Lowry of the
Engineering Employers’ Federation
and Mr. McGarvey of the Boiler-
makers” Union. Will this inquiry be
a means of attacking militants? I
am certain it will, but at the same
time it still has to reckoniwith the
fact that two unions, the Ama}gama«
ted Union of Building Trades
Workers and the Transport and
General Workers” Union, are both
giving official support to the Sunley
dispute.

There is sure to be some mention
of the Joint Sites Committee, for
both Sunley’s and Myton’s are
certain to blame it for the disputes.
The ASW Executive wiil certainly
do their utmost to discredit the Joint
Sites when they give their evidence.
This union, of which T am a mem-
ber, will do everything in its power
to smash the Joint Sites and the
union members who'support it.

ASW members have a tremendous
job of work 1o do if we are to get
our sacked and expelled militants
back. This sitvation has arisen
because of the strugele against the
attacks of the employers on site
union organisation. This is the
same suugglc for not only do
employers fear good site organisa-
tion, but also l.he union executives.
The latter are blatantly doing the
job the employers: failed to do.
This is no new thing and is yet
another illustration of the gulf which
exists between the rank and file and
their executives.

Because of these expulsions, even
heavier demands will be made on the
meagre dispute fund. Donations
should be seat to: M. Houlihan, 94
. Gayton House, Knapp Road, Bow,

E3.
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STRIKE TO OPEN PAY TALKS §

ARLY A HUNDRED maintenance
4V fiters and toolroom workers at the
Bradbury Steclworks of Yames Mills Lid.,
came outl on strike last Friday in protest
against the management's refusal to open
negotiations over a £3 pay rise for all
AEU members at the firm. When 1
spoke to one of the AEU stewards he
said, that in spite of the fact that the
management could and did call meetings
with the men at a quarter of an hour’s
notice, the stewards had been trying,
without success, 10 get a meeting on this
issue since before the freeze.

So at a dinner time mecting on Friday
it was decided, on the basis. of a 46-23
vote, to come oul on strike, Later in
‘the afternoon, maintenance fitters at the
Ashton Road Branch who had voted to
stay in at their own meeting, Wwere
informed of the ‘top shop’ vote and came
out in support. There is a great deal of
sympathy for the maintenance men
amongst the process workers, and if the
strike continues 1T is to be hoped that
this sympathy will be enlisted, rather
than just waiting for us o be laid off.
‘However the other maintenance sections,
electricians and carpenters, show no signs
of wanting to support the strikers, though
in the event of talks being started they’ll
immediately bang in their own pay
claims. Yet, sectional sclfishness has
never served workers' interests, we can
only win whilst we are united.

DIRECT ACTION GETS RESULTS

OMEN WORKERS at the Stockport
factory of M. Beale, shirt and
pyjama manufacturers, staged a lightning
walk-out on Tuesday because they
claimed the factory was ‘like an icebox’.
About 50 women left their sewing
machines at ]1 a.m., marched through
the town and up to the office of the
Facrory Inspector. A deputation of five
put their case to him. The Inspector
listened to their complaints and advised

AII Out July 3!

'Y 3 sees the implementation of
. 2 of the Prices and Incomes
and all that it entails, an extension

the wage freeze for another 12

paid  workers have been ‘stitched up'.
railwaymen, clothing trade, agricultural
workers, with more in the pipeline.
Praughtsmen have proved that direct
action pays. To quote the Financial
Times, 10.5.67, *The formula agreed
yesterday for ending the dispute will al-
most certainly be hailed by DATA
leaders as victory for the unions on the
grounds that the lock-out has been called
‘off before the strikers return to work."
Car delivery drivers have taken direct
action in protest against the freezing of
a wage increase. They are refusing to
bnngmporwdmback:ot}mmrmmg

‘ham arca on return trips. The employers

have been contemplating paying the

increase because in their view the drivers

are getling away with law-bmkmg while
tho ‘companies are being penalised for
‘observing the law. I suggest the LGDA

pays up; holding the baby too long

makes one's arms tired, particularly if
1 have held it before a3 wccks stop-
of frecze

field’s workers had 1o bring their
or the Gwarmmm, or both,

—the bitter opposition to modern industrial

them o go back to work. He said he il
would visit the factory the pext day. .
Onc of the women said, ‘We told the !
manageress (o do something. She phoned
Mr, Beale, the owner, but he told her ]
that we should either carry on working !
or go home if we didn’t like it, so we \
walked out.”

The owner has now promised to see
that the heating” is improved and the
question of lighting is also being locked
into. It just shows you what a bit of
dircct action can do. 1

STILL OUT AT ROBERTS ARUNDEL

HE ROBERTS ARUNDEL stri

now in its 23rd week, was in the news
this week when Mark Carlisle, Tory MB
for Runcorn, on the instigation of Clive
Howson, the prospective Tory candidated
for Stockport South, called for an
inquiry to be set up into the dispute. He
also asked the Home Secretary if
would call for a report from the C
Constable on how many of the peopl
involved in the serious disturbance o
side the Roberts Arundel Factory
February 22 did not live in the Stock
arca and had no direct connection
the firm; and, in asking the Minjster
Labour if he would ser up a court
inquiry, Mr. Carlisle wanted to know
what were the causes of the dispute
who were the people involved.

nd

Mr. Howson is quoted in the local
papers as saying, ‘This is grand news
Following on the recent rebuke of ME,
Ray Gunter to the Stockport AEU for

training, these Parliamentary questions
could well blow the lid off this extreme
left wing organisation. L
“In my view Roberts Arundel may not
be a woe industrial dispute at all. The
firm may well have been a pawn in the
Socialist and Communist power-game
under a trade-union cover.”

A

ST

Ever since Wilson made the “red’ i
smear technique respectable again last E &
year, everyone's getting in on the act
However there are even lefi-wingers who
have stooped to this level and to those 4
people who have suggested thar Mr. ° 11
Howson has shares in Roberts Arundel, bt
I can only say shame on you for harbour- :
ing such thoughts.

Last week the firm's American chair- 4
man, Mr. E, Pomeranz, had talks with
Ray Guater about the dispute and the
thought of these two getting together |
makes me weep in sympathy with the ;
Arundel’s lads. All I can say is, ‘God
help you’.

FELEN ARTR

L T
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assesseesssasses  LETTER
Explain Please

Dear Comrades, ’t’-*

With all due respect to my fellow [
comrades who went on the March of g
Shame, many of us cannot sce how the
jecring and shouting breakaway group
which left the march opposite Downing
Streer hoped to contribute to ending the
war in Vietnam. Perhaps one of them
would like to explain?

Incidentally, and for the record, this
group and the distraction which they
vaused, made the march around the gueen
wagon into a shambles and prevented a2
number of us, whose main purpose was.
o prevent, non-violently of course, any
fascist attack on the float, from seeing
the attacker when he tried to wreck the
Waspn. If the march had kept in line

~Onme of the morc comstructive things

Ry ey =




hooks ?

We can supply
any book in print

NEW BOOKS
Problems of Political Economy of
Socialism {ed.) Oscar Lange 3§/-
Lenin: a Biography
(ed.) P. N. Pospelov 17/6

The Life of Eric Gill R Speaight 63 -

REPRINTS AND CHEAP EDITIONS

Auguste Comte and the Making of
of Sociology Ronald Fletcher §/-

The Somme: Death of a Generation
John Harms &/-

Black Reconstruction in  America
W. E. B. Du Bois 70/~

SECONDHAND

The Price of Peace, Frank H. Simonds
and Brooks Emen (1935) §-; Co-
operative Living in Palestine, Hennk F.
Inficld 12/6; What 1 Remember, Millicent
Garrett Fawcett 6/-; A Selection from
Writings of Llewellyn Powys, 7/6; Babel
in Spain, John Haycraft 5<: Spanish
Mountain Life, Julictte De Bairach Levy
7/'6: The Theory and Practice of Social-
ism, (1936 hmp) John Strachey 3/-: Ad-
vertisements for Myself, Norman Mailer
%/-; Journal of these Days, Albert Jay
Nock 6/-; Letters to the Amazon, Remyv
de Gourmont 4/6: The French Yellow
Book (Diplomatic Documents 1938-39)
3/-: Selected Stories, Albert Maltz 4/6:
The Nephew, James Purdy 5-; Women,
Richard Curle 3-; Poverty and Public
Health, G. C M. M‘Gonigle and J.
Kirby (1937) 3/6; Industrial Day Dreams,
Samuel E. Kecble 4/-; The First Forty-
Nine Stories, Ernest Hemingway 6/-;
Stalin and Eternal Russia, Walter Kolarz
8/6.

Freedom Bookshorp

{Open 2 pm.—530 p.m. daily;
10 a.m—1 p.m. Thursdays;
10 am—5 p.m. Saturdays).

17a MAXWELL ROAD
FULHAM SW6 Tel: REN 3736

R A Sl A
FREEDOM PRESS
PUBLICATIONS

SELECTIONS FROM ‘FREEDOM’

Yol 2 1952: Postscript 1o Posterity
Vol 3 1953: Colonialism on Trial
Vol 4 1954: Li on a Volcano
Vol 5 1955: The Moralists
1 . ‘IW
Vol B 1958: Socialism in 8 Wheelchais
Val 9 1959: Print, Press & Public
vol 10 1960: The Tragedy of Africa
Vol 11 1961: People in the Street
Vol 12 1962: | _ v. Beeching
Vol 13 1963: Forces of Law and Order
volume: paper 7/6 cloth 10/
#“’g the Selections

AM BECOMING aware
over the vears, like n man realising
the wasting of his own flesh with age
that 1 stand witness to the most gargan-
tuan decay whose scape can only be
realised through senses paranoically ex-
tended.  For America was the phoenix
and embadiment of many transcendental
idens, its empty wasting acres the house
of so many concepts that goaded the
whole of Western society through the
Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries—
the place where former cultures need not
be annihilated by a Picasso or a Schoen-
berg but where the emptiness, both cul-
tural and geographical. seemed the actual
epportunity wherein the sacred bulls of
freedom. equality. individuality, could
be let loose and given their stomping-
cum-testing ground. It was the land of
the projectile impulse. Whitman's verse
joining the wild roars of Mike Fink (the
loneliness of those animal c¢hants echoed
magically down the dark Ohio and into
the woods answered only by mocking
indifference of birdcall) and goading for-
ward a wagon train guided by a pistol-
hung professional murderer to where the
white whale sunk on the horizon of the
desolately actual western sea whose sup-
posedly golden waters did nothing more
thun slap greyly and ironically around
the rocks of Alcatrnz. The land of the
arrow shot out of sight, land of no
echo, land whose agraphobious fenceless-
ness could only be met by an elephantitis
of the human character that was doomed
to deflation by its very nature (a defla-
tion as manic as its preceding inflation—
psvchotic self-hatred of Nathaniel West,
Lennie Bruce, William Burroughs . . ).
And where, just where, did the Pony
Express rider lose his nerve. the tommy-
gun bootlegger weep his tears of remorse,
the rodeo champion start to grab leather
with an infantile whimper (that whine at

inevitahly

A FRIEND of Stuart Christie managed

to see him for half-an-hour last
Saturday (18.6.66) in the Carabanchel
Jail in Madrid. A report will appear
in FREEDOM on his return.

PICKET IN PICCADILLY

The Campaign Against Nuclear Tests
held a vigil and picket last Saturday out-
side the French Government's Informa-
tion and Tourist Office in Piccadilly to
protest against the forthcoming French
nuclear tests in the South Pacific. Demon-
strators carried placards with such slogans
as ‘Oppose the French Tests', ‘Pacific
Islanders are in Danger’ and ‘Drop De
Gaulle not the Bomb’. Two thousand leaf-
lets were distributed and several copies of
Freeposm and the new pamphlet ‘Liberty,
Equality, Radio-activity’ were sold.
People were most sympathetic, the
manager of the Tourist Office. however,
staged a counter-demonstration. His slo-
gan was: ‘The British are testing nuclear
weapons at Woomera', There will be
another picket this coming Saturday
morning.

LONDON TO PARIS WALK

The protest walk against the French
nuclear tests will start from St Paul's
Cathedral on Wednesday. June 29, al
10 a.m. Sue Abrahams is hoping that at
least six people will take part. For de-
tails telephone her at ARC 1239.
TRIAL POSTPONED

We are informed that Michael Periste-
rakis' court-martial (FrReepom, 18.6.66)
was postponed indefinitely as the prose-
cution witnesses ‘failed to turn up' at

Our Scots correspondent writes: The
events of the week began on Sunday

- when we picketed

Buffalo
Bill
Defunct

the end of Charlic Parker’s every hope-
lessly flung phrase that shrugs off his
own unsurpassed brilliance as insuffi-
cient)? On what precise private beach
did Henry James' blunt provincials turn
into Scott Fitzgerald's impotent play-
boys? Where did the elephantine poseur
find himself out so that defunct Buffalo
Bill's only memorial is in the burlesque
silhouettes of Goldwater and LBI (Wild
Bill Hickock become an old junky play-
ing with his pistol in his New Orleans
backyard)?

Knowing with gradual certainty just
what is happening with the hostile
negroes. the disorientated intellectuals,
the escalating statistics of murder, drug-
addiction, alcoholism. delinquency, the
Instant Freud. the Do-It-Yourself- Reich,
the dilettante sado - masochism, the
pseudo-churches, mock-mysticism. face-
less hedonism, the foreign policy of an
epileptic millionaire. And I might have
known sooner for these things were re-
gistered first where they are always
registered first, among those with the

greatest cournge—artists whose growing
ahsession with fragmentation, whose in-
creasingly repeated admission that their
only access t0 action and energy was
submission to the fortuitous (let the
wilderness o’ergrow you) constituted an
unopposed abdication of the human
identity. Not that Pollock, De Koon-
ing. Rauschenberg, Johns, Parker, Mailer,
Ginsberg. Burroughs, Kerouac, Snyder,
Whalen. Olson, Duncan, Creeley. Dine,
Oldenberg, Lichtensiein, etc., are mere
symptoms (that facile ‘symptom rather
than protest” jibe of square critics). rather
precipitators generating with broken-
hearted frenzy the spreading ambience
of disintegration as they hurl themselves
o the point of suicide (James Dean.
Jackson Pollock road crashes, the one-
way dropper) into that vacuous prairie
where their identities should have been;
the aesthetic of edgelessness which, having
no confines, has therefore no definable or
recognisable being; suicidal men conduct-
ing their own psychotic ritual at the point
of discovering their own ontological bank-
ruptcy. And they, ten years ago now
or even twenty, giving evidence that, since
this was the best America (or anyone
else in the Western world or in the whole
world for all we know) had to offer, the
various games of blind-man’s-buff around
Cuba, the Kennedy, Oswald, Malcolm X
shootings (how long before the next?),
the all-American psycopath floundering
about in Korea, Vietnam, Alabama, writ-
ing home to Mom with all the slop of
Ginsberg (behind his towering talent and
open, loving heart an underbelly softer
than Patience Strong's cunt) and the
peace marchers seeming to march with
all-too-great-an-air of necrophiliac nar-
cissism, were an inevitability

Inevitable too that such an avant-
garde, echoing as it did the death-wish-
ing moon-mist of the Fin-De-Siecle

News from Elsewhere

Some literature was sold. The next
evening 5.000 leaflets printed on Fred II
(our duplicator), exposing America’s role
in the war and calling for the with-
drawal of foreign troops, were given
out round the city's housing schemes.
The next night we followed up with
selling of Solidarity’s ‘Vietnam' pamphlet
and from then till Friday sold almost
350 of them. A teach-in fell through
because LBJ. Harold and Ho couldn’t
come, but a vigil on Friday from 6-12
p.m. and Saturday from 9-12 a.m. was
worth while. Fierce arguments occurred
with religious fanatics raving about ‘balls
of fire' and ‘I've known many virgins
who've had children’. (Rings as true
as some of LBI's claims.) Various people
who didn’t care about dying but refused
when asked to walk in front of a bus,
and a group of drunks, fiery patriots
whose oaths, kicks and punches livened
up the proceedings to the great amuse-
ment of two policemen.

That afternoon, in fine weather, a
march up the main street took place.
About 35 people took part from YCND,
YS and YCL as well as the Anarchists.

Our activities coincided with Vietnam's
presence in the news again, and they
may have stirred some thought or com-

"municated a little of our ideas 1o what,

let's face it, is a largely indifferent public.
FOR GOOD PAY—BLINDLY OBEY!

Dave Massey writes: On June 4 sup-
porters of the Birmingham Anarchist
Group and the West Midlands Committee
of 100 visited the ‘Open Day' of the
Warwickshire Regiment of the Royal

Artillery, to distribute copies of the
Hampstead Group leafler. As well as

the Regular soldiers, there were Terri-
torial Units and Cadet Corps, the latter
almost as quick as many of the others
in tossing the leaflet to the ground.

The ones whom we engaged in con-
versation about the leaflet and its issues,
left us rather disheartened, because of
the absolute lack of thought about the
task they were doing. None had joined
the Army for the traditional reasons—
to fight for Queen and Country and to
contain the Communist menace, all gave
negaltive reasons—security and good pay,
and for this they would blindly obey any
order given, they would fight in Vietnam
and East of Suez if need be, no questions
asked.

Neither were they worried by the fact
that the ‘Open Day’ was being visited
by impressionable children who, watched
by their parents, clambered over the
armaments on display, thus bringing
them into contact with the ‘glamorous’
aspect of Army life. Perhaps the soldiers
are bevond help—it may be the children
who need to be told that the Forces
15 not the answer. Why not a pamphlet
similar to the Schools Pamphlet. speci-
fically directed at those schools who sup-
port a Cadet Corps?

GAS AND CHEMICAL WARFARE

From Denise Pyle of the Peace Action
Centre, Frodsham: While Mark was liv-
ing with us last vear one of his jobs was
labouring in Runcorn, where he dis-
covered a chemical plant, brand-new but
not producing anything, maintained and
regularly inspected, built by ICI in the
50’s at the cost of £3,000,000 for the
Ministry of Supply, He made enquiries
and was told by the men he worked

Barltrop’'s, The OId Vicarage, Radwinler, near
Saffron Walden.

NOTTING HILL LIBERTARIANS. Meelings at
7 pom. on the first Saturday of each month, at
the London Free School, 26 Powis Terrace,
London, W.11 (off Talbot Road),

ORPINGTON ANARCHIST GROUP, Koockholt,
Nr. Sevenoaks, Kenl Every six weeks at Creen-
ways, Knockholt. Phone: Knoekholt 2316. Brian
au;r‘Mautwn Hichardson  Next meeting: Sunday,

July 1 at 3 pan
OXFORD ANARCHIST GROUP, Contact H. G

ANARCHIST FEDERATION, Con-
tact 1 Hill, 19 Underlane, Plymstock, Plymouth,

Nﬂgnc ANARCHIST GROUP.  Contact
fan Rosa, 116 Hel Road, Reading, Herks,

NORTH-WESY FEBEIATIONMN

,.F_,u,{ W'I'_ QN&I FEDERA "

_ e '.’m.EEu..ﬂ“"m:.,-“m >
reet, Buxton. Chorley:

Mellar, Merton Uollege. Oxford
PLYMOUTH
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rather than the muscular innovations of
20th Century Paris, Vienna and Zurich,
would ecvolve into an avani-garde that
is not so much a rejection of art itself
(that has been done often before) but
an abdication from what it is to be
human. Shrugging offi the heroic frenzy
of Pollock (a final frenzy if ever there
was one), converting the outrage and
anger of Burroughs (who anticipates his
critics by having previously recognised,
as Bruce does, the symplom in himself,
this recognition having precipitated the
very venom he inflicts—His own wound
he cautenses) into sado-masochistic:
kitsch, they abdicate, more precisely,s
from the very opportunity of freedom,
of which they are the outcome, by re-
verting to being automata. Paini-brush
lo spray-gun, syntax lo compuler, hurna,'
being to a parroting peroxide robog
flinging the impossibility of his o
feelings back at those banale enough
actually breathe, in elaborately packaged
sterility (the painlessless of the flagells
tion film, the sexlessness of promiscuityl
Not that T embrace psychiatry as readi§
(and I hope not as catastrophically)
Buffalo Bill did, but any psychiatrist
tell you that a man who thinks himse
a machine is a man who thinks hi
dead, and a man who wants to b&
machine is a man who wants {o be dé
and if that man creates, to some degf
the culture of his society and if it
then be taken that he foreshadows
some degree, the future of thal socié
as was the case with American arf
of the forties, then he is the open g8
waiting, under a thin PVC covering.
a nation already staggering on its
legs. What also seems a fair conclu
is that anyone would be doing
Warhol a favour (like mechanising i
baby) if they cut his lovely throat)]
ear o ear. JEFF NUTTA

(B

with that it was a ‘hush-hush
designed to be fully operational
a week of the outbreak of war, 1§
duce toxic gases and psycho-che

I went to see our MP with a &g
‘Conspiracy of Silence’, the paf
prepared by the Committee of 1003
has three passages which sugge§
Runcorn would be the ideal plai
such a plant. He promised to log
the matter and his silence since §
to me that being an honest man, §
not deny its existence.

I believe the manufacturs
threatened use of these weaponss
discriminate destruction, which af
aggressive purposes only, to be
indefensible, and [ believe the
should be told what their mone
paid for and what is being preparél
their name, so that at least they™
never say, as the Germans did about$
concentrations camps, ‘We did not kn@
I would like to publish leaflets i
local residents if they know and care §
I need your help drafting this leafié
suggesting constructive action and helg
ing to distribute copies.

I do not know how seriously
authorities will treat this disclosure]
whether they will rely on public apath
or whether their reactions will be re=
strictive. 1 have thought about this}
seriously for six months and would be
grateful if someone would take this
responsibility from me. Otherwise | am |
prepared to take the consequences of
acion on myself and the family (we
have three boys, aged 13, 11 and 7).

!

It is ironic that this factory should
exist five miles from the first Peace
Action Centre in the country and it
would be a denial of everything 1 believe
in to let it go unchallenged. Can you
write your suggestions for action to me |
please, and enclose them in an addressed ™
envelope

NORTHOLT ANARCHISTS, o < i
Huggon, 17} Kingshill Avenue, N.pn‘r)::n:ll\(i '
sex  Mectings first and third Wednesday of
month at Jeannie's, 6 Epsom Close, Na
Park, Middlesex, at 7.30 p.m

.\i)l:;l"ll»\lﬁl, “ANAlgll.[!l'l' GROUP. Get
towch  wit oger Sandell, 58 ! N
Southall, Middlesex Sutes AN f

PROPOSED GROUPS

HULL GROUP. Get in touch with
'Ilmillpcul‘ 89 Foustain Road, Bevesley
ul

MARLOW AND BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. Get
mfi&cﬁdh A. Fauser, 13la Spittal Streef

SOUTH WARWICKSHIRE., Cet in touch wil
Eric  Harrison, 2 Coltage Aylesmore Fam
Shipston-on-Stour, Warwickshire.

TYNESIDE SYNDICALISTS. Meet every

day at 8 pm. in The Adelaide, Newgate
Newcastle, |

ABROAD
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leentre of free speech.

LETTERS
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Speakers’ Corner

Dear Editors,

In the June 11 editon of FREEDOM
there was a letter aboul a speaker getung
chucked out of Speakers’ Cormer for
protesting in favour of freedom of speech
from Spike Holmes. This speaker was
profesting after another speaker. myself,
had been asked 1o ‘terminale my speech’
bv a policeman. I had been speaking
on Lesbiznism znd homosexuality as a
way of life, as I had done before there.
The reason I was given when I asked
why, was thai there were children pre-
senl

The other speaker. John Rety, then
got up and spoke on freedom of speech.
He was threatened with arrest unless he
Jefi the park immediately. He quite
justifiably protested, whereupon he was
ejected from the park.

On looking =1 the park regulatons, 1
found that zny person asked w0 leave
the Hvde Park—and Speakers” Corner is
part of the park—must do so imme-
dizicly, otherwise lizble to fines, elc.
Whaztever the reason.

W=t I find so disgrunding is that the
policemen were acting within  their
powers, bur that only this policeman

¥ 200k offence (for what reasons I can't

icll), and that earlier in the afternoon

b and the week before when 1 had been

ispezking on the same subject, no one
and made me ger
idown and leave.
b So much for Speakers’ Comner. the
If we must have
Haws znd regulations, must we Zalso be
ia1 the mercy of ecach policeman’s per-
sonzl poritenica] objections?
Yoa.rs anarchistically,

Lordor 2 EMILY Younc.

| Békunin Rides Again

Comrzades,

, Weeks zgo, T wrote (as "Bakunin’)
Z=boutl an appeal for funds for a Catholic
mission, which appeared in FREEDOM.
The cvent.of a Catholic appeal in an
2narchist paper srock me as bizarre.
Izier, somcone wrole prolesting at my
letter. He bad raised £173 for desuruies
in Hong Kongz by z publicity fast in
Scotland. 1 wonld mzke certain points.

In this country we normzlly eat good
mezls zll the time, when we could
noorish ourselves adegnately at much
less cost, and send The moncy to help
those who live 2ll the time on the
borderiand of starvation in Asia. Neither
I, nor anyone I know, habituzlly deny
oursclves in this manncr. We even drink
ez, beer znd wine when water would
do. We have come 1o lerms with the
problem of evil.

There are two maip contrasted ap-
Prosches o the prodlem of ovil, the
scligious and the humanc. The religions
<PProach, iai ﬂmpﬁﬁed by the Catholic

Church, s ‘humnmymlmmf
able, but i1 is pant of their God's great
purposc. Man suffars the extremes of
miscry because God has dmtcdmxnss
hat way. Catholic of one
mmd-aoﬁmm.uww miscry;

ticy distribute ct_umybu_toalyzsa bait,
Wihce Meir real inlcfesl is not in Man's
:glmgmmwhfz.winhis,imm&l

Some may say that it docs nol malier

theological nonsense  Catholics

believe in providing they do m  fact
help the suffering. This is 1o overlook
the point that such an ..;pprcu\.h actually
generates suffering in a vicious circle.
The letler-writer 1o FREEDOM provides
an example—the Catholic ‘orphanage’.
Would I wrn away its begging nuns?
Yes. with a m their ears. The
‘orphans’ are generally the unwanted
babies of wretched Catholic girls trapped
mto their position by the teachings of
their Church, which keeps them in ig-
norance of how to look after themselves.
This sordid little misery mirrors the huge
world-wide misery which the Catholic
Church has done so much to promote by
its long history of sabotaging efforts 1o
help non-Christian countries control their
populzations by rational means.

World-wide disaster has followed the
uneven intervention of technological pro-
gress, If we cut down the infant mor-
tality rate without cutting down the
birth-rate what follows—a huge popula-
ton explosion and famine conditions.
Relieving those conditions by charity
handouts is like offering a starving ele-
phant 2 peanut. The positive contribu-
tion which anarchists can make is in the
world of ideas. Our approach to the
problem of evil is humane not religious.
That an anarchist paper should ratile
the Catholic begging-bowl is a sign of a
most monstrous confusion of ideas.
London Tony GIBsON.
18.6.66

what

flea

Opium or Reality

Dezr Comrades.

I want to take issue with Jeff Robin-
son re his article on June 18 on “The
Opiate of the People’. 1 feel that it is
a crode analysis that lumps together
the Natiopal Liberation Front and the
pseudo-communism of the pro-Moscow
CP of Britain and of the Russian neo-
imperialists. If we ourselves were, in

. Viemam, and this is the yardstick for our

actions in Britain and elsewhere, we
would most surely be aiding the NLF.
Anarchism in a concrete real situation of
intolerable oppression involves making
common cause with those taking concrete
action against that oppression. The
Spanish anarchists did just that (It
came 1o paught but the individuals in-
volved could have done nothing else with
clear consciences.) For the Vietnamese
peasaniry there can be no polemics
about liberty — they are going to be
beaten into the Stone Age unless America
can be stopped from proving her ideo-
logical points in terms of Asiatic human
flesh. For the anarchist ethic the thing
boils down to just this: the Coca-Cola
dictzatorship provides only a perpetuation
of the ages-long, subsistence-level exis-
1ence of the peasantry, with vicious inter-
person competition stifling concepts of
liberty znd co-operation; Chinese-style
communism offers a stable dedicated
period of, say, 100 years, over which
time one can expect there to indigenously
come into men’s minds in Viemam,
Chinz, and China-orientated parts of
Africa and Latin America the concepts
of self-discipline and freedom that im-
passion Caucasian anarchists now. The
struggle of those individuals will be just
as hard as our own now, but it will be
their struggle. In the here and now, as
an anarchist, were I in Vietnam, I would
work for the National Liberation Front.
The curreat Vietnam Solidarity Campaign
initiated by, among others, Bertrand Rus-
sell, though at present steered by lefuist
politicos, has 1 feel the seeds of direct
acnon lowards human d:gmty for rthe
Third World. Ar Easter I would have
been happier 1o have seen the anarchist
banners with Ralph Schoenmann and
the VSC, than rolled up forgotien, while
$0 many anarchists wasted their energies
gy;gs at the mawkish leadership of the

London,
18.6.66

Fraternally,

W.i1 B. McGgaTH.
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‘Change lllegal Laws’ —Democratic German Report (6DR)

AN EIGHTEEN-YEAR-OLD GIKL burnt her-
self to death in protest against the mili-
mry government and US support for i,
in Saigon. She is the tenth person 1o
diec in this manner in the past three
weeks.  President Johnson's beagle “Him’
(which he picked up by the cars) is to
be cremated following its death after
being hit by a car when chasing a squirrel
in the White House grounds. Its remains
are to be flown to the Presidential ranch
in Texas. Mr. Harold Wilson is to visit
Washington at the end of July. . . .

MR. DENIS HEALEY, Minister of Defence,
defended the training of South Viet-
namese in Malaysia by saying, ‘We have
made it clear that we have no intention
of participating ourselves in the fighting
in Viemam or supplying weapons [0
Vietnam. This remains our policy, but
the traiming of Vietnamese servicemen
started as far back as 1961 under the
previous Government and we see no
reason why we should not assist in the
training of a free country to defend its
freedom.” President Johnson announced
the resignation of the chief of the Central
Intelligence Agency, a nominee of Presi-
dent Johnmson, who was appointed in
1963. Tn Quang, a Buddhist leader,
fasting in Hue, informed the Daily Mail
reporter, ‘I will continue fasting until
Johnson withdraws his support of the
military machine. I refuse to call him
President. He doesn’t deserve the
honour. Indiscriminate American
bombing has become repression. The
Vietnamese are forced on to the Com-
munist side. This war will exterminate
our people. . . . They think of nothing
but power, force and bombs. They do
not understand us or try to.

THE DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT of the
Morning Star (formerly the Daily Wor-
ker) wrote a study of De Gaulle's policy
*War Pact under the shadow of a
General’ (June 14) without mentioning
French atom tests. On June 16 they
printed a rather unfavourable account of
French test preparations concluding how-
ever, ‘The French point out that there
are only 1,000 inhabitants within 600
miles of Mururoa, while within the same
radius of the US test station in Nevada
Flats, over seven million people live.
The French authorities,; says the

Marning Star, ‘consider that a sufficient
answer 1o the protests.” The Airport
Workers Union at Nandi International

Airport in Fiji has decided to “black” all
French aircraft, civil or military, landing
in Fiji for the next 28 days, The move
(says The Times) is in prolesl against
French nuclear tests. . . .

N‘lk, HAKOLD WILSON speaking to  the

Parliamentary Labour Party said, -"Al-
though we want to proceed in utmost
h.-rmon} and consultation with the par-
-nm-.nt-xr) this means two-way, not one-
Way Co-operation. and it must be based
on the recognition that the party meel-
ing, however important, cannol become
itself a government. or substitute for
government.  Such a concept is neither
in the Labour Party Constitution, nor
the British Constitution, and any altempt
1o operate on that basis would rapidly
make the Government, and | believe the
Party, a laughing stock in the country,
with all the inevitable consequences.
The Government must govern, and there

can be no substitute for it' (not even
Desmond Donnelly and Woodrow
Wyatt).

THE EARL OF ARKRAN'S Bill to legalize
homosexual behaviour between consent-
ing adults in private obtained its third
reading in the House of Lords by 78
volies 10 60, the Earl said the Bill had no
future. No one in the Commons’ ballot
for Private Members™ Bills had seen nt
to take it on, and the Government would
not promise time for debate. The House
of Lords had spent eleven days on i,
there had been 135 speeches, and 19,200
words spoken. . . .

THE LEADER OF THE HOUSE Ilold Mr.
Michael Foot that he would do his best
to provide for a second reading of the
Steel [Nationalization] Bill before the
end of July. The Government is not
sure that it will be able 1o find time for
the second reading of this Bill, or of
the Early Warning Bill, before the
SUMMEr Iecess. . . .

THE HOME SECRETARY said, ‘I very much
hope that when I introduce the Criminal
Justice Bill later this year, it will contain
proposals designed 1o keep more people
out of prison.” Three prisoners, includ-

ing one
Frain Robbery staged a four-hour roof-

lop protest al top-securily conditions af
Leicester Jail.

lack of privileges and association
chmbed down at ¥ pun.

THE

man convicled in the Great

They complained about
They
as promised.

The Under-Secretary at the Home Office
said they were obviously fit and well,
and promised them
cells, Mr C
Hewitt) writng of Britsh prison reform
in the
shall never, in fact, guite eliminate them.
But we could at least claim that we had
reduced
allempl 10 produce white by wo blacks.”
Mr, John
Superintendent,
paper said, ‘All prisoners must be subject
1o more disciphne.
of prisoners should be formed and sent
overseas as an Army unil,
40. Prisoners should be wused
building of the Channel Tunnel.
ment should make cement from quarries,
the labour being supplied by fit short-
lerm prisoners.’

elevision in their
H, Rolph (alias C. R.

Week-End Telegraph says, ‘We

10 a minimum our organized

Capstick, ex-Scotland Yard
writng in the same

A Foreign Legion
Aged 17 1o
in  the
Govern-

MORNING STAR (alias the
Worker) carries a headline

Daily
‘Murder case

China youth executed’, a story of the
execution of a

19-year-old youth for
wounding an East German embassy offi-
cial’s wite and a journalist from Mali.
Both recovered. The Court President
announced, ‘Counter-revolutionary mur-
derer Yang Kuoo Ching, will be sent to
the execution ground to be shot forth-
with.” The Court President said Yang
had confessed. ‘It was my inlenlion 10
¢reate an infernalional murder case and
provoke an international dispule so as
to spoil China’s inlernational good
name.’

IN THE CoMMONS, Mr. Brooks, MP, asked
the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs
whether, in view: of the accumulating
space debris circling the earth, Her
Majesty’'s Government will propose in
the United Nations Organization that
internationzl action be taken to reduce
the growing danger of such debris caus-
ing devastation upon re-eniry 1o bult-up
areas, o

Jon QUIXOTE.

IT GOULDN'T HAPPEN HERE !

N THE MORNING of May 17, 1966,
the students of Jesuit High School

in New Orleans were treated 10 an event
which will become common in high
schools all over the nation in the next

French
Nuclear Tests

GENERAL DE GAULLE is testing the
Bomb in the Pacific for the same
political-prestige reason that led British
Labour and Conservative Governments
10 make the Bomb after the end of the
war. Nothing is gained. The atmosphere

.is further polluted and the proliferation

of nuclear weapons that much more
encouraged.

Even by De Gaulle’s own standards
the exercise is unnecessary as France in
recent years has made such a phenomenal
‘recovery in every respect as 10 make
military gesturing utterly redundant.

For some years now the French peace
movement has had the wind taken out of
its sails by the General himsell in the
totality of his withdrawal from military

- commitments abroad, his virtual with-

drawal from NATO and his independent
position on Vietnam,

But over the Mururoa fests the con-
siderations Of prestige have eclipsed those
of humanity and there arc unmistakable
{it not yet well defined) signs of the

few months. The noted event was the
activation ceremonies to start the first of
12,000 Marine ROTC units for boys,
ages 14-18.

This latest and most insidious effort
to mrn the United States into another
Third Reich did not go unchallenged
however; several pickets were on hand
and many students of Jesuit High ob-
jected. The pickers carried signs read-
ing: ‘Peace Corps Not Marine Corps’,
‘How Many More Must Die For John-
son's Mistakes?’, “Why Train Our Chil-
dren To Be Killers?” and *“What
Happened To The Prince Of Peace?’

One student likened a compulsory
ROTC programme to a ‘Nazi Youth
Group’ and stated that ‘it will be com-
pulsory even though they and the news-
papers say that it won’t be compulsory’.
James WViator, a senior, claimed that
Jesuits wanted the programme ‘for unifor-
mity” and also for government subsidy
of uniforms and equipment.

A demonstrator, Lon Hill, of New
Orleans, was struck by an irate father
of one of the boys, the same man then
spat on two female pickets and tore up
a sign. The students sang their victory
song during the altercations, but they
apologized 10 the pickets after their
parents had left.

The swdents and parents  were
addressed by General Wallace M. Greene,
US Marine commandant; The Rev. J.
Donald Pearce, school president, and
Rep. F. Edward Hebert, an alumnus
of Jesuit High and the proud father of
the ROTC Revitalizaton Bill.

General  Greene  congratulated  the
students on being the fimt unit in the
United States 0 reccive the “honour’,
and said, ‘'we in the Regular Marine
Corps are proud of this new addition to

BIGGER

the Marine Corps family,” The Rev. J.
Donald Pearce stated that the United
States is presenily fighting in Vietnam
‘to preserve the ideals established here
200 vears ago’, he went on to say: ‘If
our youth 1is rightly instructed, our
power will be greater than any weapon
man can devise.

Rep. Hebert wld the formation of
900 students that ‘this is undoubtedly
one of the proudest moments that can
come to any individual’. The new pro-
gramme ‘will prevent delinquency instead
of subsidizing it,’ he claimed.

‘This programme will have a greater
effect on this nation than any other
programme during our lifetime, including
the draft; Hebert said,

Jack J. Praziex.
WE'RE
WINNING !

WEEK 24, JUNE 18, 1966

Expenses: 24 weeks at £80 £1920
Income: Sales and  Suabs.: £1501

DEFICIT: £419
Arescy: Anarchist Group 9/-; Hove:
H.C. §/-; California: AF. 10/6: York:
LF. 18/-; Wolverhampton: J.K.W.* 2/-;
JL* 3/ Glasgow: LH. 2/-; Alberta:

JH. £1/15/~; Harlow: C.M. 7/6; Berkeley:
AK, 12/ Deal: O.R. £2/18/-; Stranraer:
TN. 2'6; Bradford: BD. 3/6; Chelten-
ham: L.GW.* 10/-; London, S.E.23:
1.8, 8/6; London, S.E.1: W.T. 10/-; Ben-

fleet: C.S. 18/-; Worthing: B.B. 10/-;
Northolt: Anarchist Group 4/-; Sale:
LT. 13/-; Cardifiz: M.G. 10/-; Troy:
D.W. £7/7)-; Berkeley: A.G. 7/-; Los
Angeles: S5, £X/15/-; Middlesbrough:
K.T. 3/-; London, N.W.6: C.JF. and

Friends [0/-; California: R.C. 9/-; Grays:
M.P. 19/-; Reading: A.R. 10/6; Walton-
on-Thames: J.G. 7/6; High Wycombex
1.G, 18/~

TOTAL: £33 # 6
£440 18 0O

£473 18 6
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looking in. it appears that the
seamen’s strike is staggering from
one crisis to another. Confusion
takes over as the leadership of the
NUS desperately looks for an “out’.
One crumb more from the Pearson
table I believe would gain good
chances of a settlement from Bill
Hogarth. - The only people who
can do this are the Government, the
shipping employers are ‘sitting
pretly’ in this respect, sitting behind
the skirts of the PIB keeps the wind
off them nicely. This bull from

PSS PR e e
Gontact Golumn

Tanya Howell. Please contact Peter
Neville without delay as MAY have
job in country for you. If in contact
with Tanya anyone pass message on
please urgently.

Vietnam. Puoblic Meeting. Holborn
Assembly Hall, Johns Mews, W.C.
Friday, June 24, 7.30 p.m. Speaker,
Thich Nhat Hanh. Director of
Institute of Social Studies, Saigon.

Polish Protest. UL & S Defence Com-
mittee. Demonstration, Orbis. Regent
Street, London, W.l. Saturday,
July 9 commencing 10.30 a.m.

‘Solidarity.  Weekend conference
Birmingham at Digbeth Civic Hall
on the ideas and activities of the
Solidarity group. Saturday, July 9,
2 pm. to 5 pm. Sunday, July 10.
10 am. to | pm. and 2 pm. and
5 pm. Further details from Gordon
Causer. 27 Upper Gungaie. Tam-
worth. Staffs.

Intelligent mother-substitute. (With or
without own child) urgently wanted
to care for 5-year-old girl who can-
nol undersiand why her mother left
her. West country, Box No. 31A.

Poetry and Jazz. Tiford Libertarians.

Poetry and Jazz. 7.30 pm.,

July 2, Conway Hall, Red Lion

Square. W.C.1. Mike Osborne

Quartet, Christopher Logue, Joe

Shearns and Dick Wilcox. Mike

Horowitz with Workers' Cast

Experimental Drama Group.

Tickets 4/- and 6/- from Free-

dom Press.

= ———— = =
Centenary Lectures NSS, Friday, June 24.
Freethought and Law Reform.
Anthony Grey and Diane Munday.

Friday, July 6. Frecthought and -

730 pm, Conway Hall, Red Lion
Square, W.C.1

' Seamen Cut
o Ribbons?

FROM THE COMPLETE outside

Frank Cousins about keeping the
dispute strictly between the em-
ployers and the seamen. who does
he think he is kidding? He quotes
the 1958 transport strike stating that
he ‘refused to have anything to do
with the government’, he maintained
that the differences of opinion were
between the union and the em-
ployers. The employers were the
puppets of the government, who the
hell does he think pulls the strings
of London Transport, Santa Claus?

As stated in Freepom (11.6.66)
the strike is being run ‘strictly to
the rules’. 1In the fifth week of
struggle the policy of the NUS is
exactly the same. and quite ob-
viously it must be, trade union
leaders are responsible people, trade
union protocol must be adhered to
at all times irrespective of the
situation. Leaders must appeal to
leaders through the correct channels.
and when they ALL want to ‘wrap
up’ the strike NOW (if, they were
ever in favour from the beginning)
the chances of winning the full de-
mands by spreading the strike are
negligible.

It therefore comes down to where
the decisions should be made, at
rank-and-file level. It is no good
rank-and-file militants calling on
their leaders to spread the strike
either here or abroad, they have to
convince all workers it is in their
own interests to down tools. not just
the dockers, If we as printworkers
had any guts we would have refused
to print last Sunday’s edition of the
Sunday Telegraph, the editorial was
an open invitation to smash the sea-
men by ALL means possible, By
allowing this vitriol to be printed we

have done as much damage as if we
crewed a ship that had been de-
clared ‘black’.

: Before any one screams about
freedom of the press, may I politely
remind them that the ‘freedom(?)’
18 always one way ‘against the wor-
kers’,

The tactic now employed by press
and politicians is one of attempting
to split the seamen. The attempt
by British Railways to erew a ship
for Channel crossings at Dover
fizzled out. Townsend Car Ferries
claimed to have enquiries from dissi-
dent seamen to be allowed to go
back to work, nothing more has
been heard about that either.

Whilst it is true that at Newhaven
NUS members decided to instruct
their Executive to reopen negotia-
tions and ‘get what they can so we
can return to work’ or, failing the
council being able to negotiate,
ballot the membership ‘for or
against’; NE-coast members at South
Shields held a ballot this morning
(20.6.66) and overwhelmingly en-
dorsed the policy of their Executive
Committee, as did Southampton,
Manchester. Liverpool and Hull,

All the evidence. so far, poinis to
the maintenance of solidarity among
the seamen, which is good consider-
ing they have been virtually on their
own.

Wilson is expected to make a
statement today, if it’s anything like
the last one he might as well belt
up. the offer of a general inquiry
into the shipping industry contri-
buted nothing to the settlement of
the present dispute.

The question of ‘Emergency
Powers® still has him worried, be-
cause he could accomplish the very
thing that he wants to avoid. the
spreading of the strike.

In terms of orthodox trade
unionism the next few days could
be critical for the seamen. The
Executive of the INF meet on
Wednesday. and the NUS Executive
Council is due to meet on Thursday.
Tangible support from the former

‘is highly suspect, therefore it is up

to the rank and file of all workers,
it is up to us whether the seamen
get ‘cut to ribbons’ or win their just
demands. BiLl CHRISTOPHER.

HOW THE SYSTEM TICKS

INCOMES POLICY, LEGISLATION
AND SHOP STEWARDS. T. Cliff and
C. Barker. P/bk. 137 pages. 2/6d.
Publishers: London Industrial Shop
Stewards Defence Committee.

TEVER this book’s faults. and
there are not many that I see, it is
indisputable that it is an indispensable
part of any militant’s reading. The com-
prehensive study of the present structure
of capitalism and the manner it mani-
pulates modern society is long overdue.
In a way it is bringing home what Paul
Cardan has been saying in a rather more
theoretical manner for many years.
Very neatly, this well-written pamphlet
demolishes the arguments presented in

desired in this direction, and i_nside‘ the
1LSSDC there seems to be no concrete
ideas as to organisation—and it's about
time there was. The need for action
against the Incomes Policy is going to
occur soon and the issues have to be
placed squarely where they belong, on
the shop floor, and this is the thing
which most militants dread. To try and
move workers on what appears at first
sight to be a solely party political issue.
But it has to be done and this book is
an excellent handbook for all militants
who have to explain the case. The argu-
ment is no longer up in the clouds. It
is in the process of taking place and the
savage penalties devised by Gunter and
Brown will take place unless a unified
rank and file movement oppose them
successfully. So please buy, it's worth
every penny, in fact that is my chief
criticism—it’s too cheap.
SPARKS.

(Obtainable from Freedom Bookshop
g; C. Davison, 83 Greyhound Road,
N.17.)

Now a March

3Y of Parliament, due to
ce on June 22, against the
tion of passing legis-
(its Incemes Policy, now
from Speakers’ Corner
This is a welcome
eduled Lobby

for Workers’ Gontrol
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STRIKES AGAINST

WAGE GUTS

I;‘OR OVER EIGHT weeks now, 60

machinists working on cylinder heads
and engines at the Standard-Triumph
International factory in Coventry. have
been staging a series of token strikes
over the introduction by the company
of new piece-work rates.

These on-ofl guerilla strikes have
caused a considerable loss of output for
the STI. Production of certain car
models has been suspended for as long
as a week. which has meant that many
other workers have been sent home and
temporarily laid off.

The machinists are members of the
Amalgamated Engineering Union and
claim that the company’s new bonus
payments for new work have brought
about a reduction in wages of between
30s. and 44s. per week. Shop floor con-
venors, representatives of the union mem-
bers in other sections of the factory,
have issued a statement supporting the
strikers. This says: ‘Our members are
not seeking more money for the same
work. All they ask is that their wages
and conditions will not be affected as a
result of the introduction of new work
methods.’

The convenors allege that the new
bonus system was imposed on the
machinists by the management. How-
ever, the Works Director. Mr. Swindle
(some coincidence) says, in a letter circu-
lated to 15,000 employees, that the new
system was mutually agreed upon, but
the shop stewards replied that: ‘We wish
to make it clear that the shop stewards
and the men involved have never at any
stage agreed to the bonus times’.

SHOP FLOOR LEVEL

All along the company has wanted the
dispute to go through the normal nego-
tiating channels, which would have taken
it from the shop floor and given it to
the national officials to handle. This
request has been refused and local union
officials and shop stewards have so far
handled all the negotiations. The national
executive of the AEU has said that
‘piece-work rates’ disputes on new work
are not included in the procedure and
should be settled at factory level. The
company also wanted the men to stick
to the procedure for avoidance of dis-
putes. Another meeting of the shop
stewards, local officials and the manage-
ment has taken place and the latter’s

offer of a special shding-scale payment

over the next four weeks has been
rejected.
When Sir Donald Stokes, Deputy

Chairman and Managing Director of the
Leyland Motor Corporation, which in-
cludes STI, recently addressed the Insti-
tute of the Motor Industry, he spoke of
the irresponsible action of a ‘very few
men’ which could cripple the industry.
No doubt he had the machinists in mind,
They were called ‘anti-social types' who
by their action, were stopping the benefits |
which could be obtained by the introduc-
tion of modern, expensive automations
and tr@asfer machinery. Obviously Sie
Donald does not like it when men take
action in defence of the wages and cons
ditions. In fact, the STI recently told:
shop stewards that ‘put in its most simple
terms, failure on our part to stop the
rot (of rising costs without corresponds
ingly increased productivity) will ultis
mately end up in a situation where botlf
management and work people will losé
their jobs’.

We know that STI faces strong compes
tition both in home markets and abroad!
and they no doubt thought that in the
case of their new model, the 1300. they
would try to cut costs. and the new
piece-work rates were the result. Db
they really expect the miachinists to}
accept a cut in wages just like that? If
there is any question of irresponsibility,
then the company is guilty. However, it
must be remembered that managements
are really averse to doing their negotia-
tions at shop floor level They do not
mind going to the national union leaders,
who are totally divorced from the reali-
ties of the shop floor, but when it
comes to facing the very men that these
deliberations will affect, then it becomes
a completely different kettle of fish. The
management knows that the shop floor
negotiators drive a much harder bargain
and if the men feel that they are getting
a raw deal, there is always the possibility
that they might decide to take direct
action.

In the drive by STI for an ever-
increasing share of the car market, they
are trying to impose a wage cut on their
workers. It is the same old story that it
is the working people who have to make
the sacrifices so that the capitalist profit
motive system can survive. P.T.

LETTERS

Keep ‘Worker’s Control’ Please

Dear Comrades,

So Laurence Cunniffe thinks a page
devoted to Workers' Control shouldn't
be in an Anarchist paper. We are
nowhere near enough to the state of
affairs where automation has liberated a
sufficient number of people from work-
toil, which T for one do regard as toil
when it fattens the boss’s wallet and,
through him, boosts the company’s pro-
duction. The concerns which are pre-
pared to put their backs into it will use
machines profitably, but what if this

- nationalizing mad government get their

hands on an essential service which is
paying its way? Redundancy and
er prices will follow, and in an age
! achines should liberate workers
them for a more meaningful
will still be the same old
wse the men intent upon
on will still

resort that it really matters

prices, which is one reason for strikes—
namely the levelling out of hours on a
parity with wages.

1 am thoroughly in agreement with
Laurence Cunniffe that work should
become creative and that all people
should become creative as against merely
materialistic. so that work no longer
becomes something we've simply got to
do if we're to live, but can be absorbed
into a society which wishes to be creative
and produces, not rubbish off a conveyor
belt, but things that relate to human
needs and values. '

If machines are misused man will
quite likely lose his dignity, which would
be nothing new under capitalism; in any
sort of society, production and distribu-
tion will have prior consideration. The
scientists, etc., are working towards the
replacement of human labour, but with a

wnything to keep capitalism and pr
going strongly, 1 don’t see in the f

men are in

Government which devises a Prices and

"
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HE GOVERNMENT s
imprisonment for
Hoposes 1o

about to end
Instead it
Scottish  law

debt
introduce the

attachment upon wages In these
foposals  they have mixed humbug,
wardice and contempt for the interests
the public.

Contrary to general belief, most im-

sonment for debt has already been
plished. (1t was the so-called ‘reformers’
jo wanted it kept on, fearing that with-
t it ‘the working-man will never get
pdit™—a  now  well-exploded  19th-
Bty myth!) Except in oné or two
fances  where  corporations  have
gled it into Acts of Parliament (the
it noticeable being borough councils
& can imprison for non-payment of
imprisonment today is for those
Lrefuse 1o pay. rather thun those who
ir. It 15 necessary [0 prove means
fe a county court, and make offers
s provided the debtor plays the
L and has the time to appear con-
asking for revision of his offer
glocs not lose too heavily in wages
appearance), he has fairly the
hand over the creditor. who is pay-
heavily for barristers who manage
fharge him considerably more than
collect from the debtor

b parade the abolition of imprison-
t for debt as a reform is in these

fimistances laughable anyway; baot
are many prisoners who are de-
lters on  maintenance payments 1o

bes. Here again, it is the obstinate,
the penniless, who suffer, If they
bpcen] their earnings, they can get away
ath it.  In most cases, courts must accept
e word of the debtor as to what he
§TTIS.
In attaching wages. and making the
courts privy to what the wages are. it
“becomes impossible to get away with
vthing, and obviously favours the
editor considerably, It is noticeable
- that whenever Scottish law i more
reasonable than English law, Scottish law
is ‘brought into line' with English law;
when Scottish law, as in this case, is
more reactionary, ‘it has something to
lgach us’. The attachment of wages for
civil debts can result in & man receiving
nothing whatever at the end of the week.
after tax, insurance. attachments upon
wage, various contributions and fares
have been met. This has happened in the
States, too, where men have found it
just not worth while working to get so
many attachments slapped upon their
~ pay packet. Almost all cases of theft
in the Army can be traced to the
practice of letting a man receive nothing
at the end of a week; it is true that, in

this case, he is fed and sheltered. This of

<course would not apply in civil life. On
the whole it would be far better to apply
for national assistance than to work, the
moment that the attachments came in;
- this will be the reply of a great many
workers to the new ‘reforms’; the obvious
thing to do is to get the sack and sit
back and wait until the State sees the
~ point. The defaulting ex-husbands will

to the extent of prison, as things stand.
NEW ‘TOLPUDDLE'
Why has the qumeut suddenly

certainly do this, if they are ready to go

o

Anarchist Weekly 2

Stealing Wages!

plumped for this dubious ‘reform  aller
il has been rejected ftor so many years?
Employers on the whole do not like it

(it is after all the wage system that keeps
the workers working. and to give them
nothing, or far less than & normal wage.
at the end of a weeck, is not the way o
run a railway this is PAYE on a
much larger scale). Lawyers of course
support anything that gives them more
work, but they are well satisfied with
the county court system, though judges
sometimes find it inconsistent with their
dignity Lo be acting ns the collecting
agents of hire purchase companies who
force sales upon people not ‘credit-
worthy® and then get the courts to back
up the payments. To them,
is not to give credit

The sentimental can sometimes be
worked up about the poor debtor lan-
guishing in prison; but in truth the only
ones who do are those who do so on
point of principle (e.g. the hushand who,
admitting his ability to pay. point-blank
refuses to contribute to his former wife's
comforl. pointing out her abilitv to look
after herself) and have chosen prison
rather than payment. The law is now
going 1o prevent him making this choice.
just as PAYE prevents the worker from
choosing whether or not he will pay
income tax

the solution

The reason for this pseudo-reform is
the Prices and Incomes Bill which aims
to outlaw strikes. The Combination Laws
are coming back: once more the working
classes are going to be prevented from
organising to better their conditions;
there will be new ‘Tolpuddle Martyrs’.
and this in the name of organised labour.
But as organised labour in government
does not want to see “Tolpuddle Martyrs’
in prison, for the sake of appearances, it
is going to make it impossible for strikers
to be sent to prison. It would never do
for Socialism Victorious to put trade
uniopists in jail; but they are going to
be fined heavily, and the fines placed on
a PAYE basis. This will not prevent
martyrdom. but it will make it seem less
glorious than prison, and the apparent
‘pettiness of the persecution will make it
seem less real.

It would be slightly more honest to
sell unofficial strikers into slavery. They
would if they could. no doubt. but in
the meantime they are making do with
the amendment of the law relating to the
non-payment of fines, being paraded as

a ‘reform’, a triumph of liberalism, and
one of lhe things Labour gets done.

A. MELTZER.

with Death’

Ir had become

Hie (ast Tew

ears tf

and democracies exted. a divi-

sion of labour h seemed
vervbody Lrehur Koestler

lialoeue with deathy’ (1937

YHIS APHORISM 15 basically as

true today as when Koestler wrote

it in a Spanish jail during the revo-
lution (which he called civil war)
when the German and Ita aero-
planes bombed the Span cities

while the democracies meekly pro
tested Perhaps the distinction
between democracy and dictatorship

15 not so great today as it was 30
years ago. Nevertheless, after the
black smoke rose to the sky near
Hanoi and Haiphong the democra-

cies duly protested. The time and
motion man with his stop-watch and
taperecorder stood in the Grosvenor
Squares of the world and reported
back to his government. ‘Nothing (o

fear. your excellencies.” he said,
‘they were in good voice, a bil
fractious but I daresay they are all

in their beds by now.’

The Vietnam war has been going
on since the end of the Second
World War. The US entered after
the Korean cease-fire, but basically
both the purpose and the reason for
these two wars are the same. Military
economics demand a theatre of
war somewhere. otherwise the system
which is based on war-production
must collapse. Protesting against
war is the only human thing to do,

mng the system that

ondition for war

Withowt

svsiem Ol
distribution wealth of
the world the need for war will exist
as 1t s the only wayv that vou can
have full emplovment in a capitalist
«wonomy. Should the Vietnam war
cease tomorrow, a war in Thailand
or some such place will start the
dav after

I'he Chinese and Russian ‘Com
munist” svstems also need a localised
war for the same reason They have
the added incentive that as long as
the Vietnam war continues, they
can make fiery speeches, protests and

the inevitable recruitment of
members all over the world

The ‘Communist” powers are sup-
porting North Vietnam with brave
words but with hardly any weapons
Possibly the North Vietnamese can
not pay for the latest anti-aircrafi
batteries. It was pitiful to read the
‘Agence Presse’ correspondent’s re-
port from Hanoi where he observed
the bombing raid on the oil dumps
The soldiers ‘hunching their shoul-
ders, came runmng (0 climb the
outside staircases leading to  the
roof-tops where they fired off their
rifles in the direction of the aircraft.’
Imagine shooting down supersoni
jet bombers with ordinary rifles and
machine euns!

After the bombing of Hanoi the
Chinese, of course, protested A
statement by them described the

Party

Vietnam “dialogue

-.":\‘ 5 "‘1":';‘ ‘d a
criminal act .mL! WHr
In accordanc ynd
demands of the Vietnamese people
we will at any ume take such ac ons
T lee wecessary’ Words.,
ghting words, dishonest words

T'he war i ‘escalated” by the
LS Government according to the
scientific’ formulae worked out by
‘Professor’ Kahn, What stage have
they reached now in their war of
nerves”? A year ago there was
furore when it was revealed that the
Americans were using gas warfare
Now, after the imitial indignation
has subsided, gas is used consistently
n Vietnam. Remember the horror

with which napalm bombs and lazy
dogs were greeted? All this s

now part of modern warfare

For a long time the Americans
have talked about the possibility
of bombing Hanoi. Now they have
done it and public protests have been
voiced, they will do it again It
won't be news next time. They are
already hinting that the next step
is going 10 be the bombing of Red
River Delta with the consequent
flooding of North Vietnam. After
that they may use ‘tactical’ nuclear
veapons, And so on

What should anarchists do in the
circumstances? We should continue
o protest but never lose an oppor-
tunity with our literature or banners
or privale conversation o Iry (o
explain the war and the
need for an egalitarian society

Of course u situation tends
1o stultify thinking. Even ‘comrades’
urge us, like latter-day Kropotkins
1o choose sides.  There are no short
cuts W anarchism or o eradicating
wiur for that matter If we are to
stand by our principles we must be
prepared to lose a lew [riends. R

cause ol

CTISIS

A Visit to Stuart Christie

. A FRIEND of Stuart Christic, went

over to Madrid on June 3 in an

attempt to visit him in the Carabanchel
Prison.

On my arrival in Madrid 1 reported to
the Consulate to receive a letter of intro-
duction to the Director at the Prison.
When 1 went to the prison 1 was told
that before 1 could see Stuart 1 would
have to go back to the Embassy to get
a letter of introduction to the Director
General of Prisons at the Ministry of
Justice. They in turn told me I would
have to see the Minister of Foreign
Affairs at the Foreign Office. This meant
yet another letter of introduction. The
Minister for European Affairs interviewed
me and then said he would get in
touch with me later on to inform me

whether 1 had been granted the permit_

or not.

When the word came through on June
17 that 1 could wvisit Stuart the next day
I was sent to the Minister of Justice to
receive the prison permit.

Al the prison | was pul into a small
room divided by a wire mesh wall
Ten minutes later Stuart arrived on the
other side of the wire mesh and then the
interpreter arrived

The news from Stuart is that he is in
the middle of his A-level exams in
Spanish, Maths, History. English, etc
and that he has now put his appeal
through without the assistance of the
Spanish lawyer who demanded the £1,000
fee from Stuart after the trial. The
result is due to come out in August. At
present Stuart has, at the most, six years
left to complete of his sentence which.,
he thinks, will be reduced by a few more
years. He now receives no letters except
those from his mother. He is not
allowed to send letters to his friends.
The reason for this is that someone sent
a4 newspaper cutling to him about a
demonstration in Glasgow when the
Spanish flag was set on fire. The general
impression 1 got of Stuart was that he
was well-liked in prison and that he was

still concerned about all his old friends in
Britain. He is allowed o work one day
per week depending on his conduct. He
either works in the Dental Surgery or

in the Printing Room
I was told by the consul that the best

way to send parcels o him is through

the British Embassy (Consular Section),
Recoletas 22, Madrid He receives
parcels from Germany, Holland, France

and Britain.

Stuart asked me to convey all his
thanks to all comrades who have been
so concerned about his imprisonment and
those who have sent books,
food. etc

While 1 was waiting to see the Minister
for European Affuirs a decrepit old man
left the office and | was informed that
the Minister would now see me. This
pensioned-offl old dodderer who had pre-
ceded me wias none other than General
Franco. the Caudillo himself!

Ross: FLETT

PS.: We are informed by the FUL
that two French comrades were released
by the Spanish authorities possibly as a
result of the kidnapping on May 1 of
the Spanish diplomat-prelate Mgr. Ussia

money and
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PROVOS IN LONDON

IS PERHAPS a measure of the
polmcal sophistication which has
come in the wake of the Commitiee of
100 that many of the ideas, plans.
strategies and theories outlined by
Bernhard de Vries and Irene van der
Weetering, the two Amsterdam proves
who recently visited London to put their
case, seemed tunfyingly naive. There
press did

through their actions and because of their
support by groupings which have been
ignored almost entirely by traditional
radicals, earned the right to be honestly
criticised for their limitations.

What do the provos want? They have
a large number of ideas which are unique
in being both imaginative, convincing and
practical. The white bicycle scheme—
white bikes freely available to anyone
¢ llum in crda: to keep

ry; the continental attitude,
where police are never allowed to feel
that secure, is much more to the point.
Ultimately the police would become
trained social workers, dressed in white,
which is the provos’ big symbol. This
is all very well, but one can easily see a
situation where, as recent trends in the
USA indicate, the police become pseudo-
social workers without in any way ceasing
to be an arm of the state.

The appeal to the International Provo-
tariat, reprinted in Hearwave 1, is the
manifesto of the provos and explains both
their ideas of ‘class’ and also their
approach to the anti-authoritarian
struggle. It talks of beatniks, pleiners.
nozems. hooligans. mods, rockers (though
having seen rockers in London de Vries
decided they were not, after all, a revo-
lutionary force), students, artists and
misfits as being a new, heterogeneous,
de-classed ‘class’. a grouping of sub-
ersiw: ements who will through ‘pin-
be able to force authority

But what happens in practice? A lot
of kids, doubtless intellectually provoked
and pre-justified by provo ideas and
statements, provoke a major crisis of
authority in Amsterdam. with police, riot
police, special sub-military police and
three infantry regiments either in town
or standing by. The provos broadcast
an appeal on the pop music station urg-
ing kids to stay at home. Asked if this
was not rather inconsistent, de Vries told
his London audience that the proves did
not approve of violence, and that shops
were being damaged which was ‘unneces-
sary”. But surely such actions were the
logic of the provos” appeal? De Vries,
in common with the provos [ interviewed
in Amsterdam (I have written at length
in Heatwave about this visit), said the
provos did not call for violence. They
did not want riots. But did they not
want to provoke authority?

De Vries said they wanted (o provoke
authority with happenings, constructive
schemes and not destruction. But, if they
saw the provotariat (the heterogencous
groupings of beats, delinguents, efc.) as
the last element of revolt in society, was
it not their job to explain the riots, at
least philosophically? Simply to denounce
them was inadequate, confusing and.
perhaps, a treason to their ideas. ‘I can
understand why these riots happened’,

on page 2
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books ?

We can supply
any book in print

NEW BOOKS

Gypsies, Didikois and Other Travel-
lers, Norman Dodds 25/-
Stories of Famous Mutinies
T. H. McGuffie 18/-

Journal Anais Nin 42/-

REPRINTS AND CHEAP EDITIONS
The Family and Marriage in Britain
Ronald Fletcher §/-

SECONDHAND

Conspiracy against Europe. Committee
for Germany Unity 1955 3/-; William
Richard Lethaby, 1557-1931 4/-; Anthony
Comstock: Roundsman of the Lord, Hey-
wood Braun and Margaret Leech 12/6;
Jehovah’s Witnesses, Marley Cole 7/6;
Fabian Socialism (damaged). G. D. H.
Cole 3/-; Seven Essays. Herbert Spencer
3/6; Stalingrad, Theodor Plievier 5/6;
The Peckham Experiment, Innes H.
Pearse and Lucy H. Crocker 7/6: Three
Essays on Religion (Paperback)., John
Stuart Mill 2/6: Revolution in Eastern
Europe, Doreen Warriner 7/6;
McCarthy: The Man, The Senator, The
‘Ism’, Jack Anderson and Ronald W.
May 7/6; New Horizons, J. T. Murphy
8/6: The London Years, Rudolf Rocker
15/~; A Study of History (Abridged).
Arnold J. Toyvnbee 7/6: October *43 (Den-
mark). Aage Bertelsen 7/6; A Study in
Infamy (AVO Hungary), George Mikes
8/6: Sick, Sick. Sick, Jules Feiffer §/-;
Extracts from Adam’s Diary, Mark
Twain 4/6;: Where Do I Go From Here?.
Roger Benton and Robert O. Ballou 3/6;

Freedom Bookshop

(Open 2 p.m.—5.30 p.m. daily;
10 a.m.—1 p.m. Thursdays;
10 am.—5 p.m. Saturdays).

17a MAXWELL ROAD
FULHAM SW6 Tel: REN 3736
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FREEDOM PRESS

PUBLICATIONS

SELECTIONS FROM ‘FREEDOM’
Vol 2 1952: Posiscript to Posterity
Vol 3 1953: Colonialism on Tnal

4 1954: Living on a Volcano

5 1955: The Immoral Moralists
6 1956: Oil and Troubled Waters
7 1957: Year One—Sputnik Era
8 1958: Socialism in a Wheelchair
Vol 9 1959: Print. Press & Public
Vol 10 1960: The Tragedy of Africa
Vol 11 1961: The Pcople in the Street
- Vol 12 1962: Pilkington v. Beeching

ﬂﬂﬂ 1963 Forces of Law and Order
g : paper 7/6 cloth 10/6
ion of the Selectiomn

1o readers of FREEDOM

VIETNAM—An American View-point

S|NCE FREEDOM is the only paper that
American anarchists have—which is
a misfortune, since a good anarchist
paper needs to have a local character, a
relation to its environment—an American
anarchist looks closely at items which
pertain to America. 1 have been bothered
for some time by the character of the
lead articles on the Vietnam war, both in
respect to their framework of analysis
and in respect to their content,

Consider Teff Robinson’s ‘The Opiate
of the People’ of June 18, The lead is
a ‘revealing’ news item about Chinese
exportation of opium. Now, maybe
this is a revelation in England, but this
has long been a standard item of Ameri-
can propaganda, including the interpreta-
tion that the trade serves the Chinese
Communists by helping ‘to spread drug
addiction and corruption in the West'
The existence of this trade is interpreted
by the writer in FReepom as an indica-
tion of the equal-evil of the Chinese
government. But if one reads the story
carefully, there is nothing to show that
the Chinese government is responsible
for the fact that ‘a sizeable proportion
of the finished products finds its way into
the hands of international drug
racketeers.” So far as I know, the
Chinese government has not engaged in
any wars to oblige Western nations to
allow the importation of opium

But the above is a minor matter. Fur-
ther on the writer asks, ‘Does anyone
seriously believe that if the Vietcong
possessed napalm, ‘“‘joy bombs” (an in-
vention of Norman Mailer's), “lazy dog”,
efc,, they would refrain from using them
on moral grounds if to use them was to
their military advantage?’ (Hence they
are not ‘morally superior’ to the Ameri-
cans and South Vietnamese.) In answer
to this rhetorical question it is said that
‘Certainly the Vietcong use indiscriminate
terror, torture and assassination at least
as widely as their opponents’.

Now, T don’t believe that there is such
a thing as civilized warfare, unless it
would be a duel between volunteers,
preferably between the leaders of state.

But 1 do think it is interesting., and
rlghtly rl.ﬁl.‘l‘..t\ one's Sympathies, \\.-huc
people and their leaders and govern-
ments draw the line. (For example, I
think that the South African regime is
qualitatively different from others, and 1|
don't understand how anyone could say
that there is ‘not a scrap of difference’
between it and other regimes.) Would
the Vietcong wage aerial civilian warfare
if they possessed the means? [ can't see
that the answer is automatically ‘Yes’
unless one also answers automatically
‘Yes' to questions like, ‘Would Wilson
apply the South African solution to the
“coloured problem™ if he had the
chance?” It is similarly pure conjecture
that there would be a ‘bloodbath’ if the
Communists took over South Vietnam.
Is it the case that the Vietcong uses
indiscriminate terror, torture and assas-
sination at least as widely as their
opponents’? If one is trying to judge
the moral quality of the Vietcong move-
ment, and project from that its behaviour
if it possessed napalm, one would be
better to present some evidence; the
appeal to ‘certainly’ about a very doubt-
ful question leads us nowhere.

What's more the writer lets the Ameri-
can puppet-regime off much too lightly
when he says that its victory would mean
‘a corrupt, right-wing, Coca-Cola dictator-
ship with (once the fighting stops) a
small degree of liberty’. Unless the
writer would describe the Franco regime
in these terms—would he?—I don’t see
why he thinks these terms fit. Before the
South Vietnamese resistance reached
military proportions, the Americans had
well under way a programme to totali-
tarianize South Vietnam as an anti-
Communist bastion (this is what the
Michigan State University people were
up to—the CIA connection is a rela-
tively trivial matter). By ‘totalitarianize’
I mean, among other things, a programme
of compounds to control a recalcitrant
peasantry, which programme entailed
the physical destruction of hundreds if
not thousands of villages.

Moreover. 1 should think the writer

would bear it in mind that, at least to
judge by accounts which strike me as
credible. the South Vietnnmese insurrec-
tion (as even the New York Times s
now willing to describe it) arose out of
the efforts of the Americans to impose a
strong (totalifarian) national government
upon a peasantry which had established
(or thought it had established) its inde-
pendence during the war against the
French. He might bear it in mind that
moderate forms of resistance, including
non-violent resistance, were brutally put
down; and that if the Vietcong have been
brutalized by this war, which 1 would
expect to be largely the case, an
anarchist might be inclined to impute
responsibility for this to the Saigonese
governments and their American sus-
tainers rather than to the people who
resisted.

I would expect an anarchist to see a
tragedy in the fact that the struggles of
the Vietnamese peasantry to resist
colonialism and to resist the alien Saigon
regimes should have led to a continually
escalating war, given American power
and the indifference of the American
people, a continually escalating war in
which sense of original aims and even
of humanity is progressively lost and in
which the Communist leadership of the
resistance has been tightened to a point

where resistance to it has become
virtually impossible. 1 would expect an
anarchist to see a tragedy here. 1

would not expect him to trot out stale
equi-evil arguments. I would expect
him to distinguish between the motiva-
tions of the Vietnamese peasants who
are (most of them) voluntarily throwing
away their lives for the hope of indepen-
dence and communal freedom, and now
(mainly) in order to preserve their vil-
lages from destruction by the American
bombers and land-marauders—between
these motivations and (on the other hand)
the purposes of ideologically Communist
leaders and the type of regime (left-
totalitarian. anti-libertarian) which one
would expect from an outright Vietcong
victory. 1 would expect him to notice

e e e e e e e e —]

Death of a Tramp

THE TRAMP as a romantic species

seems to have departed, from Enegland
at any rate. The growth of the welfare
state has led to the disappearance of
the doss-house and the nearness of
full employment has seen the elimination
of the able-bodied tramp ‘seeking work’.
Those tramps that remain appear to be
(in Gorki's phrase) ‘creatures that once
were men' — sick, frightened, neurotic,
psychotic creatures who, being unable to
adjust 1o the complexities of the welfare
state or even parlake of the condensed
milk of human kindness (and why should
they?), shuffle round the town and
country ekeing out such existence as they
can.

Around the tattered fringe of the
affluent society in that twilight world
before the dark of criminality, insanity,
or old age, are the Ilodging-house
dwellers, Lord Rowton’s tenants, who
have taken their place in the Jower
depths of respectable poverty, of con-
trolled despair, of measured affluence.
In such a place, Bruce House (LCC)
Bill Gape (66) was found dead in bed
on one Sunday in June.

Blll Gape was a tramp from his
fourteenth year to the late nineteen-
thirties. ’He was ‘widely known as an
anarcho - sy st and &uethought

speaker (mainly open-air) and was known
also as the ‘Tramps QC' for after he
had given up ‘the road’ he was ever
on hand 1o advocate the rights of the
few tramps that remain. He promised
at one time to write for FREEDOM on
some conflict about a Salvation Army
hostel in Reading but one had the
impression that writing for him was not
easy. It is therefore with some surprise
that one looks through Half a Million
Tramps, W. A. Gape (Routledge). 1936
(long out of print) and realizes that he
could depict life ‘on the road’ and
one realizes how the situation has
changed. Bill Gape was no George
Orwell, not even a Jack London, and
certainly not a Maxim Gorki, but one
realizes from whence came that ferce
bitterness that was his armour against a
world which even now resolves that
there shall be two classes, ‘the haves’
and ‘the have-nots’.

For example, in Half a Million Tramps,
Bill write, ‘I am fully satisfied that so
long as the relief of destitution is carried
on mainly by charity organisations. so
long will we have the tragic sights which
are 1o be seen in any part of the
country today. The reason is obvious.
Just as a rat-catcher does not kill all the
rats he finds, because he knows that
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if he did his livelihood would be gone,
so most charity committees and organi-
zations do nothing which would even-
tually do away entirely with the condition
of destitution, because if they did the
basis upon which they appeal for funds
would be gone. Charity frauds and
maladministration of public funds can
only continue as long as the general
public remains ignorant of its social
obligation to all men.’

Bill earned our gratitude for not be-
coming a professional tramp-writer, like
W. H. Davies or others that we could
name, but obituaries are the occasion
and fast and we
must say that Bill's faults were not of
the heart. He, in the famous words
‘spent his life on street corners, despised
of men’, but whether on the road. on
the soap-box. or in shoddy lodging-house,
Bill was his own man.

J.R.
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cussion and action at 4 p.m. each Saturday
the London Free School, 26 Powis
London, Wil (off Talbot Road).

ORPINGTON ANARCHIST GROUP. Knockholt,
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nockholt 2316. Brian
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OXFORD ANARCHIST GROUP. Contact H. G.

Mellor, Merton Colle Oxlord.

PLYMOUTH ANAR&?II

tact J. Hill, 79 Underlane, Plymstock, Plymouth,
Devon.

READING ANARCHIST GROUP.

NORTH-WEST FEDERATION

NORTH WEST ANARCHIST FEDERATION.
44 Doncaster

Regional Secretary; ).
Avenue, Manchester, 20. Buxton: Chris Berris-
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Alan Ross, 116 Belmont Road, Reading, Berks.

Chorley: Alistair
Man-

that one cannot significantly make such
a distinction on ‘the other side’ The
Republic of Vietnam officer corps is the
sume old French.colonial officer corps;
its soldiers are impressed; the Ameérican
army fights ‘because you've gotta stop
the Commies somewhere’ and because it's

kill or get killed and vou've got your
arders.

; I do sympathize with the wish that
1ssues were simpler.  American propa-
ganda has a nice way of a;mphhmg:
every member of the NLF force is &
Communist, and every Communist is an
ideological totalitarian, and the whole
bunch of them are on a string from
Hanoi, which string would lead to some
world-central headquarters (if it weren't
for the embarrassing China/Russia split),
The Chinese Communists have their
mythology that the toiling exploited
masses of America are being used an
swindled by Wall Street—when the case
is that the only reason Americans don't
much like this war is that they are nol
winning it (the Vietcong even shoot bagl
when you bomb their villages). NAr
chists have to have a psychology and '}
sociology and a political analysis, so 8
seems to me, that can talk to people wh
have very natural sympathies wj
peasants trying to bring down 500-t
an-hour bombing planes with rifles. T§
political analysis would, I think, recg
nize the fact that the American state
currently the scourge of the world, as8
one time Britain was, at one Ug
Germany was, at one time perhaps Ru§
was. Is some other pation than Ame
still dedicated to the idea of woE
power? Again, 1 realize that to say #
is (objectively, as the Marxists say)l '
give some degree of comfort to) I
Maoists, for I have not in the very s |
breath managed to point out the scol W )
which the Communist governments | \
been toward the populations on’
boundaries. Maybe the kinds of di
tions I am talking about as anarg
are too subtle for public propagand
even for a conscious political movel

But 1 am afraid that if they are too 8 "; A
then we can’t have an anarchist g 1{
ment.

Davio WIS

PROVOS

Continuod ficin pag

said de Vries. But he was notH
vinced that the provos needed to exg
them, or that they had any intellegt
responsibility towards them. At
Mahatma Gandhi Hall meeting
argued with de Vries, from a variety™
approaches for over an hour on this af
other points, to the obvious disgust of thi
glowing liberals who had seen in the
provos a new thrill to inflate theif
battered egos. By the end we were .
every bit as confused.

it would be entirely useless
to dismiss the provos. As M.J.W. made
clear in his article in FRrReepOM on
June 25, the provos are important, if
only because they have got through 1o
people that we, in this country, have for
the most part entirely ignored. We do
not help the provos by dismissing them
but we may be able to pass on to them,
in a constructive atmosphere. some of
the things we have painfully learned
about the nature of authority. Just as
the provos have a responsibility towards
the youth of Holland we, as part of the
same mainstream of ideas. have a
responsibility towards them. There is.
in the long run, perhaps rather more we
should be envying about them than
criticising.

However,

CHARLES RADCLIFIE
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AUSTRALIA. Sydney Anarchist Group. Public
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Cellar, 72 Oxford St.. Sydney.

DANISH ANARCHIST FEDERATION. 32
Mindevej, Soborg-Copenhagen, Denmark.
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AGT FOR PEACE

F‘OR .S:O‘.\-lE TIME the London Com-
mittee of 100 had planned to
assemble In Trafalgar Square and march
to the US Embassy in the event of the
bombing of Hanoi. However on the day
of the bombing there came an unexpected
windfall when the early issues of the
Evening Standard pave detnils of the
Committee’s plans in its report on reac
tions to the raids. 1t was this that was
probably responsible for a large part of
the turnout of several hundreds in the
Square.

At about § p.m. the march set off
10 the US Embassy. This first stage was
enlivened by an outbreak of mutual aid
when what was presumably a sympa-
thetic fruiterer appeared and distributed a
large box of strawberries to marchers
and policemen.

When the march arrived at the Em-
bassy @ sparse YCL picket line was
already present, allowing itsell to be
‘shepherded in single file by the police.
is was soon changed by the arrival of
the march which occupied the whole of
the road for some minutes. However,
ter the police pushed the marchers
back to the pavement and there were
bout a dozen arrests
§ After about 20 minutes the march
up again and marched down Park
lane towards Parliament.  As demon-
ators passed the Bunny Club two eggs

thrown from a window. When
jarchers neared Piccadilly Circus police
pinforcements appeared and dispersed
¢ march on the grounds that proces-

within a mile of Parliament were
al while the House was in session.
emonstrators then split up to make
f way to Parliament individually.
pwever, a large part of the march
issembled in the l-laymarkcl and pro-
along the roadway in defiance
> sessional orders.
st outside Trafalgar Square more
ce appeared, some on horseback, and
persed  the march once more. But
‘50 a considerable number of people
# undaunted and managed to march
it of the wayv down Whitehall behind
nittee of 100 banner.
jpon arrival at the House the more
istitutionally-minded joined in a CND
iby of MPs then in progress. Mean-
ile, inside the House there were several
ferruptions from the public gallery.
The next day the demonstration was
fentioned in most of the press. A
Plable cxception was the Morning Star
thich. 1o emphasise what well-behaved
tonstitutional people the Communists are,
gid not mention the demo but merely
feported the CND lobby and the hand-
ang in of a protest by the Communists’
e mouthpiece, the

“ommitiee.

The same day those arrested appeared
in court. Doug Kepper’s case was ad-

British Peace
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Continued from page 4
rebuilding of the schools and hospitals,
demolishing the slums, raising wages all
round, ele., etc. Vast as are the sums
wasted on arms, they are a drop in the
ocean compared with the money needed
for all the useful alternative uses of the
money that have been proposed. But
anyway, the government (OBVIOUSLY)
has mo intention of giving up arms or
zbolishing capitalism or introducing
workers' control or anything of the sort.
So what happens in the meantime? Why,
in the meantime, should we op) such
slight improvements as are Pmlﬂl:‘ in the
transport service? Yours truly wanls an
:: m slightly better bus service today

us u superb service in some
theoretical future. Does P.T. uunx we
will have 10 wait for the

I nof what are his ldess, G Atoring.

i im a
lh‘ww.r.-«w wvoiding  the mp

journed but, although he had not heon
found guilty of any offence, he was
hound over for three months Another
man, who refused to obey the magistrate
and spoke on Vietnam from the dock,
was remanded for a mental report!

All in all, the London Committee can
take credit for a reasonably successful
action.  Several hundred people were
assembled at & few hours' potice, ses-
sional orders were successfully defied
and publicity was secured. Since the
London Committee is in financial diffi-
culties, we can all show our solidarity by
sending them a donation (13 Goodwin
Street. N4).

However 1t 18 a pity we still had the
familiar sight of people being pushed
around by the police while a few yure
arrested.  Since it seems impossible to
gain sufficient numbers for a sit down,
surely the most effective policy would be
for demonstrators to link arms and stand
firm. Some supporters of non-violence
may quarrel with this but if it could be
carried out intelligently it would at any
rate be preferable to shuffling along n
front of a row of policemen.

This is, however, & minor point.

There can be no excuse for inactivity
now. We must work for demonstrations
that fill the streets. We must organise
local activities to bring home the war to
people in the suburbs and provinces. And
we must move towards the development
of more radical action.

The War Resisters International and
East Anglian CND have issued leaflets
directed at American servicemen. The
Committee of 100 has demonstrated ut
Alconbury Base. But, if we are to have
a real effect on US morale, we must
take things a lot more seriously than
staging happenings outside bases. We
must stop trading in moral generalisations
and make it clear to US soldiers that they
are fighting in Vietnam in the interests
of the US military-industrial complex.
We must prepare to aid deserters. And,
since getting out of the US army is not
easy. we must point to ways soldiers can
disrupt the army by still remaining in it

In England we must draw attention to
the fact that, if the Vietnam crisis intensi-
fies. our rulers have their atomic shelters
and plans for martial law prepared. We
must keep our eves open for any new
forms of resistance.

The question of Ilibertarian action
against the Vietnam war is made more
urgent by the YPV demo last Sunday,
Not to mince words, this was appalling.
The banners of the Communists and
Trotskyists with their calls for a Viet-
Cong victory and their anti-US slogans,
at times bordering on racialism, domina-
ted the proceedings. If Libertarians are
1o take part in Vietnam demos without
being identified with these groups they
must prepare their own slogan banners.

S.c.r.a.m.

Comrade,

1 would like, through your columns,
to inform fellow anarchists throughout
the UK. of a demonstration in Scotland
on September 24/25 organised by the
Scottish Campaign for Resistance Apgainst
Militarism (SCRAM).

We have contacted and hope to have
support from all the major peace move-
ments in Britain. We are going to make
this a really forceful demonstration at the
Faslane Polaris Buse, the Missile Store
at Coulport, and the Weapons and Bomb
Store at Glen Douglas.

Would any groups or individuals who
require further details about the demon-
stration or SCRAM please contact our
field organiser Bob Johnstone, cfo 13
Goodwin St, London, N4 or myself,

Yours fraternally,

JiM LIVINGSTONE (JNR.),
Organiser.

OUT OF THIS WORLD

LR R e Sl
‘Belated Triumph of the Jus Quaesitum Tertio’

e SUltins of Hunot and Haiphong

were bombed, the French tested n nuclear
homb in the Pacific,
(the erstwhile Daily
put iIt: "M Wilson's Red Sen strike
bubble has burst, leaving behind the had
smell of u dirty red herring'
voted to adjourn their

as the Morning Stin
Worker) poeticully

. the seamen
45-day-old strike
for 12 months because of hardships caused
to the citizens of the UK, and Mr, Frank
Cousins, that  well-known nuclear  dis
armer, resigned from the Ministry  of
Technology on the issue of the Prices
and Incomes Bill,

THE MINISTER OF DEpresce apologised for
an insult o0 Genernl de Gaulle, the
Chancellor of the Exchequer apologised
for expunging an insult to the farmers
from Hansard, the Minister of Labour
went on holiday (before the seamen's
strike was settled) owing to the great
struin

BRITAIN BITHER 1S, OF s
weiapons 1o America for
she is not sending any men.  This policy
of every support short of help. was
further clarified by a recognition of the
urban growth-sprawl of Huanoi. My
Heath, Leader of the Opposition pointed
out the illogicality of an approval of ends,
whilst deploring means,  Mr. Duncan
Sandys, tipped as Heath's successor spoke
on the BBC of Mr. Wilson's ‘stab in the
back' of US. . .

not  selling
Vietnam; but

PRINCE BERNHARD of the Netherlands pre-
sented the Erasmus Prize to Sir Herbert
Read in Amsterdam. Prince Bernhard
disclosed that some members of the
foundation had hesitated whether it was
appropriate to award the prize to Sir
Herbert since the word ‘anarchist’ had

been used severnl times regarding him
The Prince said he wis glud the members
hid thrown their lears overboard because,
suid the Prince, ‘1 love your type of
anarehist’. He thought the word ‘idealist’
wis more gpproprinte to Sir Herbert than
“unarchist’.  The Amsterdam police chief
resigned ‘with honour' in connection with
other events in Amsterdam

MoOnaMED yusur paar, the son of an
Indinn  futher and a Pakistnni mother
has been appointed o police constable in

Coventry, Britain's first full-time coloured
P Crime in the City of London fell
16,9 Prosecutions for drunkenness
in England and Wales declined. A
gunrd dog at a quarry prevented 1en
people going 1o the assistance of n
quarry worker who was trupped under
n car.

THE VATICAN DENIES that it has con-
trolling shares in a Danish holding

company which is planning to invest in
the production of birth-control pills.
However, it has not disclosed details of
its investments but the Executive Roard
of the Papal Commission on Birth Con-
trol's views on the pill, etc..
nwaited.

nre  still

MRS, RENEE SHORT, Mp, usked the Mini-
ster of Health to direct doctors not to
apply conditions befare supplying oral
Lun[riu:l_‘pli\'l:“. She sanid some doctors
were requiring  written  consent  from
husbunds before supplying oral contra-

ceptives. The Minister of Health said
it was not a matter for him. The
British Medical Association decided to

accept phased pay increases and withdraw
the 18,000 resignations they hold. . . .

THE BMA PUBLISHED a booklet stating

thit

are higher in the
are lower in

student pining in uncongeninl digs:
one lonely,

MR
o manufacturer of body-building equip-
ment,
a cost of
ideas for peace in Vielnam
Biiry

~The Time :

suicidal depression is mainly a prob
lem of the big eity ‘Tife amid a
teeming multitude of (ol strangers can
be terrifying for the solitary, friendless
newcomer.' Every year about 5,000
people in England and Wales commit
suicide There are five suicides for every
six rond accident deaths, Suicide rates

‘Bed-sitter’ They
areas where people live in

areus

family homes and in working-class bo-
roughs where there is a traditon of
being friends and neighbours. The situ

ution calls for more friendliness toward

‘that funny old woman, so lonely that
she loiters for crumbs of conversation
at the grocers; that swarthy foreign

any-
sick or old’

A S6-vEAR-OLD rent collector was charged

with making false entries in his rent
accounts. It was stated that he paid,
out of his own pocket, the rent of
families who fell behind and when his
own money ran out he made false
entries He was given a conditional

discharge und his council employees had
found him work in
He
a house
hungry

the
help out.’

another department
dischurge, ‘When you sce
young children who are
the parents balancing
against  food, want o

suid on
with
and

rent

are
You

MATSUDA, o Japanese private cilizen,

The Times at
forward hi

took four pages in
£5400 1o put

GRAHAM FINiSHED his crusade in
London and Hugh Heffner and the
Bunnies started theirs.  Jon QUIXOTE

Oops—sorry !

Dear Comrades,

Whilst thoroughly approving of Jack
Stevenson's front-page article, ‘Our Lord
has had His Day’, | feel 1 must write to
correct its reference to Lord Willis as
‘one of the less fanatical Christians™—
just in case Lord Willis does not see
Freepom himself. Far from being a
Christian, however unfanatical, Lord
Willis is a professed Humanist/Atheist,
and an active member of several
Humanist organisations.

London, S.E.23 BARBARA SMOKER

Paper Kites

Dear Editors,

Your correspondent B. McGrath, who
claims to be an ‘anarchist’ as well as a
‘Chinese-liner’, should learn that if he
wanls to fool the anarchists with paper
kites, they should not be made out of
loose leaves from Mao Tse Tung's
Collected Speeches, vol. 109,

It is true that the Spanish Anarchists
were fighting alongside the Communist
Party, but they bitterly regretted it when
the latter, on instructions from Moscow,
sabotaged and betrayed the working-class
revolution, murdering the anarchist mili-
tants, and playing into the hands of
Franco, McGrath says that Yif we our-
selves were in Vietnam. and this is the
yardstick’, we would be aiding the NLF
—and by the same token, presumably,
in Great Britain in 1939 we should have
been supporting the Chamberlain
Government (sorry, it was still an im-
perialist war then; I mean, in 1941 we
should have been supporting the
Churchill Government). The story that
you have to make common cause with
any oppression providing it is fighting
another oppression, and providing you
happen to be living under the first, is as
old as patriotism. It returns afresh in
new dress constantly, but I fear answering
it once more with familiar anarchist
arguments will be just in one ear and out
the other so far as the McGraths of this
waorld are concerned,

He refers to the ‘Coca-Cola dictator-
by ﬂﬂs ynrdnlcrk apparently,
ruul dinlnlonhlp’
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leadership’; especially if they were bay-
ing slogans like ‘Release the Chinese
political prisoners’.

Peddle your Chinese line around the
Trots, friend McGrath, the anarchists re-
quire at least freedom from capital
punishment for professing their ideas
before they will accept you even as
a4 lesser evil; the Trots (‘Defend the
Soviet Union’, etc.) are much more easy
going in this respect!

Landon, W.C.1 INTERNATIONALIST

Smoke-screen
for Socialism

With reference to lan Suthertand’s com-
ments—FREEDOM (14.5.66).
Is this the final attribute of the socialist
movement—smoke? The behaviour of
the so-called Left element in Glasgow on
May Day '66 was, to say the least, a
disgraceful and shameful negation of
everything that socialism is supposed to
stand for. If the Left elements don't
agree with the Labour Parly, the best
thing to do is to ignore them completely
and thoroughly. What kind of shining
light would a phoney Labourite be with-
out an audience? By these shameful
and irresponsible actions the alleged left
wing are doing untold damage to the
socialist movement—by giving the press
unlimited scope to show up the Left as
emotional juvenile delinquents—by con-
fusing the public as to what socialism is
all about—by attracting thugs into the
movement—and by misleading youth into
a negative approach by bad example.
Throwing smoke bombs at public
meetings is not socialism. Chanting stupid
slogans is not socialism, Preventing free
speech is not socialism. Turning out
once a year to make an ass of one's self
is not socialism,
The United Socialist Movement ignored
the ‘official’ May Day demonstration and
hﬂd an independent demonstration and
open-air meeting. We went to great
lengths to advertise this, with posters, by
word of mouth and touring Glasgow with
I We

the alleged Left wing for
= for help to distribute

~ handbills specially

Caldwell,

editor of the Word Quarierly,
worked into the early hours of the morn-
ing, to get the magazine ready for May
Day, every day for a week previous.
Needless to say, our cries for help fell on
deaf ears. The phantom socialists of
Glasgow are never to be found when
something constructive is to be done.
The United Socialist Movement does

not meet the public once a year, at
Easter or thereabout, we are in the
streets of Glasgow every week. We are

trying to take socialism back to where it
really belongs—away from the intel-
lectuals, the bearded beatniks and the
university types to the working people.
We need help and assistance—we need
ideas—we need speakers and, unfortu-
nately, we need money.

No, no, Ian Sutherland, all the smoke.
all the noise and all the sloganising at
Queens Park in Glasgow last May Day
did not contribute one iota to the ad-
vance of the socialist cause. Don't
play the political game—leave politics
to the prostitutes and careerists—join us
and the people in the real struggle, The
struggle to establish a just society.

Yours fraternally,

C35 BeEx MuLpnin,
United Socialist Movement

KEEP IT UP !

WEEKS 25 and 26,
Expenses:
lncome:

Glasgow,
17.6.66

JULY 2, 1966
26 weeks at £80:
Sales and Subs.:

£2080
£1633

DEFICIT: £447

I P B A 1
New M.lldcn. JUTRG
M.S. 2/-; London,

Wolverhampton: J.K.W.* 2/-
Vermont: TJ. 9/-;
5/-; Kincardineshire:
NW.IL: S.C 19+, Reading: Anarchist
Group 10/-; Sandgate: M.D. 3
Northolt: Anarchist Group® 3/6; Bristol:
R.N. 4/-; Doncaster: J.R. 5/-; Glusgow:
1.S. 8- Johannesburg: V.D. 5/-; Bris-
bane: RJ. 3/6; Grantham: G.1. 4/-;
Sydney: R.G.  £2/18/-;  Cheltenham:
LGW.* 10/, Castle Douglas: J.A
£1/1/-: San Francisco: Proceeds of Picnic
June 12 £43/15/-; Sandown: H.O. £1/1/-;
California: C.L. 10/6; Aberdeen: D.G.
18- Edmonton:, N.M, £2/5/6: Needham,
US.A.: Proceeds of Picnic £85/1f=:
Northeim: E.G. 13/6; London, S.W.1:
Anon 4/4, London, N.W.2: DS. §/-.
Manchester: K P 5/-0 London, N.19:
F1. 4/-: Oregon: J.L. 14/-: Richmond:
P.O. 56; Wolverhampton: 1 K W.* 2.
J.L.* 3/s; Cheltenham: L.G.W.* 10/-;
Selby: H.N. §/-; London, E.ad1: L.R.
8/-; California: H.B. £1/1/9; Vancouver:
J R. 4/-; Oxford: Anon* 5/-; Stroud: S.R.
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1966 Total to Date: £622 17 2
*Denotes regular contributors.

Gﬂ’l of Books—London, S.E.2: GH.:
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. Seamen’s Strike
" Post-Mortem

HE SEAMEN HAVE a vear in

which to strengthen rank and

file liaison, this lack of firm contact

forced them to accept the com-
promise.

Rank and file contact between all
workers is vital, but seamen are
particularly vulnerable to lack of
same. because they can only rely on
a percentage of their membership
being actually involved in the strug-
gle due to long voyages away from
home. .

It has been rank and file seamen
who have forced the struggle every
inch of the way, remembering the
important fact that the negotiating
committee was prepared to accept
the original offer made by the ship-
ping employers.

Contact Golumn

Tanya Howell, Please contact Peter
Neville without delay as MAY have
job in country for you. If in contact
with Tanya anyone pass message on
please urgently.

Accommodation Wanted. Urgently. Poet
seeks poet-cheap room in West
London. Otherwise responsible per-
son. Box 33,

Polish Protest. UL & S Defence Com-
mittee. Demonstration, Orbis, Regent
Street, London, W.l. Saturday,
July 9 commencing 10.30 a.m.

‘Solidarity’. Weekend conference in
Birmingham at Digbeth Civic Hall
on the ideas and activities of the
Solidarity group. Saturday. July 9,
2 pm. to 5 p.m. Sunday. July 10.
10 am. to | pm. and 2 p.m. and
5 p.m. Further details from Gordon
Causer. 27 Upper Gungate, Tam-
worth, Staffs.

Progressives Unite! All persons genuinely
concerned in doing something prac-
tical towards communal living, co-
operative business ventures, mutual
aid or sexual emancipation. Please
contact: Emmanuel and Mary
i.etrakis, 45 Plimsoll Road. London,

4.

Heatwave. The English successor to
The Rebel Worker 6. First issue
contains 40 pp. of articles on drug
addiction, the provos. and the inter-
national youth revolt. Now avail-
able 2/- post free, from Charles
Radcliffe. 13 Redcliffe Road. London,
S.W.10 or from Freedom Press.

ﬂutannry Lectures NSS. Friday, July 8.

Freethought and Liberty. Martin

~ Ennals, etc. 7.30 p.m. Conway Hall,

Red Lion Square, W.C.1.

July 22. i“meﬂmught and Social

All through the picce, the NUS
leadership had their backs pushed
hard against the wall, and were con-
sistently searching for the slightest
pretext to call off the dispute. But
they feared wnofficial rank and file
action far more than the combined
forces of the Government and the
employers.

What of the support the seamen
did receive? This was mostly finan-
cial, but even more they needed
active support. The T & G, in a
blaze of glory. did no work other
than their own, but the build up
of ships in the ports did not prove
to be an embarrassment to the
Government, and in turn the anti-
cipated numbers of dockers were not
laid off. So much for the plan of
Mr. Dash that dockers would re-
ceive ‘fall back’ pay whilst helping
the seamen. To be perfectly frank,
the seamen were out-manoeuvred by
the shipping employers at every stage
of the game.

The ‘old lady’ at Congress House
had no intention of helping the
seamen; it would have been bad
enough if they had stood by on the
sidelines, but in fact they were
responsible in forcing the seamen to
accept the compromise, the thought
of spreading the strike brought the
smell of '26 and they trembled in
their boots.

One point that did stand out was
the amount of foreign unions who
are under the yoke of non-strike
legislation. it looks as if the British

unions are one of the last to hold
out.

What now? The Government were
forced to ‘take the seamen on' if
they wanted to continue to play the
role of the ‘Government that will

rule irrespective’. On Monday the
anti-strike legislation bill will be
published. and somehow 1 don’

think they will hang about too long
before pushing it through Parlia-
ment, probably the beginning of the
next session.

The only fact that seems to be
in doubt is whether defaulting
workers should be sent to prison
if they fail to pay the fine, or
have the money deducted from their
wage packets by the employers.
Frank Cousins is opposed to both
and has resigned.

We can now expect the Govern-
ment to take a tough line all round:
they have intervened in both the
railway and seamen's disputes, and
will not hesitate to intervene any-
where else in the [uture.

What we must do as workers is
strengthen and spread rank and file
organisation, on an industrial basis.
To hell with the CP and their parlia-
mentary politics; to hell with the
fifty shades of Trotskyism: they are
the ‘kiss of death’ to industrial
militancy, and freedom of action.
They all promise the road to Utopia.
but the price they demand is a ring
through the nose for ever more.

Bitt CHRISTOPHER.

TRANSPORT IN LONDON

NDOUBTEDLY the Prices and In-

comes Board is a body that is not
in the public interest but in the interests
of the state and capitalism.

However, it would be a mistake to
regard every minor recommendation of
the Board as not in the general interest.
as P.T. does in his piece on the busmen
(11.6.66). P.T. is of course right in
saying. as the Phelps Brown Report
recommended. that busmen should be
paid a wage comparable with that of
other industries, But he is wrong in
attacking the PIB recommendations
concerning the more efficient use of
present man-power on the buses—recom-
mendations regarding meal times, bus
speeds, part-time workers for the rush
hours. an extension of the hours during
which standing is allowed and an increase

in the number of one-man operated
buses, including all Green Line routes.

describes these recommendations as
¢ made with the end of making the
ustry, as a whole. a profitable one
expense of the busmen
lic”.  Now P.T. is

for a substantial
what is wanted is

The use of more one-man operated
buses also seems a sensible idea. They
are already used by London Transport on
quieter routes and are widely used else-
where in the country. The drivers con-
cerned receive slightly higher pay for the
job. doubtless not high enough, but 1
fail to see what the objection to the idea is
on principle.

It also seems to me that the main
reason for the poor public transport
service is the vast number of cars which
congest the roads and also keep the
buses nearly empty for long periods of the
day. For instance, route 98b, that served
an outlying area of Harrow. was recently
withdrawn by London Transport as being
grossly uneconomic. A body of local
people in the area then asked a private
enterprise company to run the route and
they agreed to do so even if the profit
was small. This new service received
wide publicity and the good wishes of
many local bodies. But what happened?
Even though the new service was a
guaranteed one with no buses cut out or
turned short, the route still ran with only
two or three passengers so it was
dropped. Would. [ wonder, a bus sys-
tem run on workers’ control continue to
operate for just a handful of people?
The answer is NO. Some way will have
to be found to encourage people to leave
their cars and return to the buses. Better
sef'vwes alone won't do it nor even re-
nor even FREE buses, in my
cars are status and

'm snppon for ob-

whict would be a suici-

Hreedon

for Workers' Control
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A Threat fo
Shop Stewards

MHE ENV ENGINEERING factory in
Willesden is well-known in the
the good wages and conditions that
workers enjoy there I'his has been
achieved steadily over a considerable
period by the rank-and-file union mem
bers at the factory. They have elected
shop stewards who represent both the
production workers and the supervisory
stafl.  The ENV Shop Stewards’ Com
mittee has done a tremendous job and
has achieved conditions of high
standard by a militant policy

Now all this is under attack. For some
months now the shop stewards' com-
mittee has felt that the management was
after a showdown and was trying to
provoke strike action. Up until now
this has been avoided and any action
taken has usually been by banning over-
time, which is the case at present. The
latest move on the part of the manage-
ment is the refusal to negotiate with the
shop stewards ‘until normal working
conditions are resumed’. In the view of
the management this means overtime and
the executive members of the Amalgama-
ted Engineering Union are in agreement
with this. The management have also
approached the executive councils of
the unions represented at the factory and
they have now both agreed to a ‘joint
composite conference’ which the shop
stewards will attend.

What all this amounts to is that the
ENV shop stewards. because they have
pursued a militant policy, are now liable
to disciplinary action from their unions’

aren
lor

o very

executives. But there is more in it than
just an industrial aspect. There are also P.T.
FTER MANY GALLANT attempts gathered later in the Denison Hall in

to influence the most affluent, power-
mad group of people in this hallowed
isle the workers yet once more resumed
their weary trudge to the Houses of
Parliament.

They gathered. from all over London
and outside. at the Barbican site on a
Wednesday afternoon — June 22. the
banners of the trade union branches and
the shop stewards’ committees gaily led
by the striking seamen. They marched,
five abreast, along the streets of the City
of London. through the meat market of
Smithfield, past the empires of the paper
barons on to the Embankment. Here they
were disarmed of the banners, in case
such slogans as National Union of Sea-
men., Amalgamated Society of Boiler-
makers and Ship Building Engineers and
the like should prove to be a danger to
the existence of established law and order
in the Kingdom.

Bannerless. the 3,500 marchers
streamed towards the hub of the dying
empire, trapped in a Gothic nightmare
like a prison which confounds the
imagination. A few innocuous scuffles
broke out with a uniformed band who
appeared to have no shops stewards or
any sense of self-discipline. Even when
the disagreement had ceased, these people
msusted on occupying a part of the pave-
intended for the use of pedestrians
' a.ttendmg to their business.
said, ‘In\resttd with

ho h

zhur msfvl The annual International Liberta-
was intended 10 rign Summer Camp will be this year

11
|

political implications for the ENV Shd
Stewards” Committee s one of h
sponsars  of the campaign against U
Government’s incomes policy and #h
proposed legislation to enforce it. I
same committee also organised the o

ference from \\|.l!'|_'h was  formed ,
London Industrial  Shop  Stewn "R
Defence Committee.  This is also o \
paigning against the Governme i

incomes plans.

This attack on the shop stewards$
be a joint umon-management one
both ENV and the AEU support N
Government’s policy. In fact Sir Wi
Carron, the President of the AEU, & :l;-.
ardent believer in it and has laang \

his own crusade against any organisaf
or persons who oppose it

There is a strong possibility that
union executives, especially that off
AEU. will  withdraw the stewd
credentials. This has been the pa
in the building industry in the case 8
militant policy on the part of a
shop stewards’ committee. This &
happen at ENV’s und the union exeey
could negotiate new agreements with
management which could do tremends
harm to the unity that exists at present

The facts, and the implications, of §
attack should be made as widely kno®
as possible.  An attack of this natug
must be defeated and it is essential thisl
other shop stewards’ committees 4
rank-and-file industrial  organisationss
pledge their active support. If E
and Carron succeed. who will be next?

Victoria to squabble among themselves
about what to do about IT next.

The political factions of the Left ex-
celled themselves in bad behaviour to
each other. The hall was packed and |
the working men who had lost faith in i
talk many years ago adjourned to the i
pubs for a more sensible recreation while
the vanguard of the revolution struggled
with words and very nearly with deeds
to assume the leading role in outdoing
each other in verbal ferocity. The Left
outfanked the Left and the converted
disagreed over the true testament of
Marx and others in the present situation.

It seems that when the Left gets down-
wind of the farts of power (even from
Mr. Heffer’s militant arse) they become
giddy with euphoria and like all drunks
fall out when they haven’t the money to
pay for the next round between them.
So there you have it; the choice made
to the workers of this country was simple
in the Denison Hall. The communists
asked for a nation-wide campaign of
anti-trade-union-legislation lobbies and
the SLL demanded a one-day general
strike on July 20 (presumably vou can do
both if you fancy it). But at 9 p.m. they
went away to face the fact that not one
worker had come out in support, but they
left the Vauxhall Bridge Road buoyed up
with righteousness. and ill-will towards
their enemies.

Blessed are the lumpen proletariat who
shall inherit the earth, SPARKS.

in St. Mitre les Rempart in the
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