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Stealing Wages!
PHE GOVERNMENT is about to end 
b imprisonment for debt. Instead it 
imposes to introduce the Scottish law 
f attachment upon wages. In these 
toposals they have mixed humbug, 

wardice and contempt for the interests 
"5f the public.

(Contrary to general belief, most im- 
jsonment for debt has already been 
wished. (It was the so-called ‘reformers’ 

Jio wanted it kept on, fearing that with- 
it it ‘the working-man will never get 
flit’—a now well-exploded 19th- 

Itury myth!) Except in one or two 
lances where corporations have 
kigled it into Acts of Parliament (the 

test noticeable being borough councils 
■af can imprison for non-payment of 
fcs). imprisonment today is for those 
^Ere/uxe to pay, rather than those who 
■kit. It is necessary to prove means 
lore a county court, and make offers 
T y ;  provided the debtor plays the 

Band has the time to appear con- 
fiy asking for revision of his offer 

Jjdoes not lose too heavily in wages 
Rhis appearance), he has fairly the 
Ip-hand over the creditor, who is pay- 
■beavily for barristers who manage 
.‘charge him considerably more than 

wfcdllect from the debtor.
BE parade the abolition of imprison- 

|  for debt as a reform is in these 
Rimstances laughable anyway; but 

B e are many prisoners who are de- 
E l ters on maintenance payments to 
Soves. Here again, it is the obstinate, 

'ot the penniless, who suffer. If they 
pjceal their earnings, they can get away 

I k  it. In most cases, courts must accept 
|e  word of the debtor as to what he 
pirns.

In attaching wages, and making the 
fcourts privy to what the wages are, it 
becomes impossible to get away with 
anything, and obviously favours the 
creditor considerably. It is noticeable 
that whenever Scottish law is more 
reasonable than English law, Scottish law 
is ‘brought into line’ with English law; 
when Scottish law, as in this case, is 
more reactionary, ‘it has something to 
teach us’. The attachment of wages for 
civil debts can result in a man receiving 
nothing whatever at the end of the week, 
after tax, insurance, attachments upon 
wage, various contributions and fares 
have been met. This has happened in the 
States, too, where men have found it 
just not worth while working to get so 
many attachments slapped upon their 
pay packet. Almost all cases of theft 
in the Army can be traced to the 
practice of letting a man receive nothing 
at the end of a week; it is true that, in 
this case, he is fed aad sheltered. This of 
course would not apply in civil life. On 
the whole it would be far better to apply 
for national assistance than to work, the 
moment that the attachments came in; 
this will be the reply of a great many 
workers to the new ‘reforms’; the obvious 
thing to do is to get the sack and sit 
back and wait until the State sees the 
point. The defaulting ex-husbands will 
certainly do this, if they are ready to go 
to the extent of prison, as things stand. 
NEW TOLPUDDLE’

Why has the Government suddenly
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plumped for this dubious ‘reform after 
it has been rejected for so many years? 
Employers on the whole do not like it 
(it is after all the wage system that keeps 
the workers working, and to give them 
nothing, or far less than a normal wage, 
at the end of a week, is not the way to 
run a railway . . . this is PAYE on a 
much larger scale). Lawyers of course 
support anything that gives them more 
jvork. but they are well satisfied with 
the county court system, though judges 
sometimes find it inconsistent with their 
dignity to be acting as the collecting 
agents of hire purchase companies who 
force sales upon people not. ‘credit
worthy’ and then get the courts to back 
up the payments. To them, the solution 
is not to give credit.

The sentimental can sometimes be 
worked up about the poor debtor lan
guishing in prison; but in truth the only 
ones who do are those who do so on 
point of principle (e.g. the husband who, 
admitting his ability to pay, point-blank 
refuses to contribute to his former wife’s 
comfort, pointing out her ability to look 
after herself) and have chosen prison 
rather than payment. The law is now 
going to prevent him making this choice, 
just as PAYE prevents the worker from 
choosing whether or not he will pay 
income tax.

The reason for this pseudo-reform is 
the Prices and Incomes Bill which aims 
to outlaw strikes. The Combination Laws 
are coming back; once more the working 
classes are going to be prevented from 
organising to better their conditions; 
there will be new ‘Tolpuddle Martyrs’, 
and this in the name of organised labour. 
But as organised labour in government 
does not want to see “Tolpuddle Martyrs’ 
in prison, for the sake of appearances, it 
is going to make it impossible for strikers 
to be sent to prison. It would never do 
for Socialism Victorious to put trade 
unionists in jail; but they are going to 
be fined heavily, and the fines placed on 
a PAYE basis. This will not prevent 
martyrdom, but it will make it seem less 
glorious than prison, and the apparent 
pettiness of the persecution will make it 
seem less real.

It would be slightly more honest to 
sell unofficial strikers into slavery. They 
would if they could, no doubt, but in 
the meantime they are making do with 
the amendment of the law relating to the 
non-payment of fines, being paraded as 
a ‘reform’, a triumph of liberalism, and 
one of the things Labour gets done.

A. Meltzer.

It had become a tradition during 
the last few  years that dictators acted 
and democracies protested , a divi
sion o f labour which seem ed to  
satisfy everybody.— A rthur Koestler: 
‘dialogue with death’ (1937).

'J 'H IS  A PHO RISM  is basically as 
true today as when Koestler wrote 

it in a Spanish jail during the revo
lution (which he called civil war) 
when the German and Italian aero
planes bombed the Spanish cities, 
while the democracies meekly pro
tested. Perhaps the distinction 
between democracy and dictatorship 
is not so great today as it was 30 
years ago. Nevertheless, after the 
black smoke rose to the sky near 
Hanoi and Haiphong the democra
cies duly protested. The time and 
motion man with his stop-watch and 
taperecorder stood in the Grosvenor 
Squares of the world and reported 
back to his government. ‘Nothing lo 
fear, your excellencies.’ he said, 
‘they were in good voice, a bit 
fractious but I daresay they are all 
in their beds by now.’

The Vietnam war has been going 
on since the end of the Second 
World War. The US entered after 
the Korean cease-fire, but basically 
both the purpose and the reason for 
these two wars are the same. Military 
economics demand a theatre of 
w ar somewhere, otherwise the system 
which is based on war-production 
must collapse. Protesting against 
war is the only human thing to do.

but without changing the system that 
needs war. the condition for war 
remains.

Without an egalitarian system of 
distribution of the real wealth of 
the world the need for war will exist 
as it is the only way that you can 
have full employment in a capitalist 
economy. Should the Vietnam war 
cease tomorrow, a war in Thailand 
or some such place will start the 
day after.

The Chinese and Russian ‘Com
m unist’'system s also need a localised 
war for the same reason. They have 
the added incentive that as long as 
the Vietnam war continues, they 
can make fiery speeches, protests and 
the inevitable recruitment of party 
members all over the world.

The ‘Comm unist’ powers are sup
porting North Vietnam with brave 
words but with hardly any weapons. 
Possibly the North Vietnamese can
not pay for the latest anti-aircraft 
batteries. It was pitiful to read the 
‘Agence Presse’ correspondent’s re
port from Hanoi where he observed 
the bombing raid on the oil dumps. 
The soldiers ‘hunching their shoul
ders, came running to climb the 
outside staircases leading to  the 
roof-tops where they fired off their 
rifles in the direction of the aircraft.’ 
Imagine shooting down supersonic 
jet bombers with ordinary rifles and 
machine gunsl

After the bombing of Hanoi the 
Chinese, of course, protested. A 
statement by them described the

raids as ’barbarous, wanton and a 
criminal act of aggression and war. 
In accordance with the interc *s and 
demands of the Vietnamese people 
we will at any time take such ac’ions 
as we deem necessary’. Words, 
fighting words, dishonest words.

The war is being ‘escalated’ by the 
US Government according to the 
‘scientific' formulae worked out by 
‘Professor’ Kahn. W hat stage have 
they reached now in their war of 
nerves? A  year ago t h e r e  was 
furore when it was revealed that the 
Americans were using gas warfare. 
Now, after the initial indignation 
has subsided, gas is used consistently 
in Vietnam. Remember the horror 
with which napalm bombs and lazy 
dogs were greeted? All this is 
now part of modern warfare.

For a long time the Americans 
have talked about the possibility 
of bombing Hanoi. Now they have 
done it and public protests have been 
voiced, they will do it again. It 
won’t be news next time. They are 
already hinting that the next step 
is going to be the bombing of Red 
River Delta with the consequent 
flooding of North Vietnam. A fter 
that they may use ‘tactical’ nuclear 
weapons. And so on.

What should anarchists do in the 
circumstances? We should continue 
to protest but never lose an oppor
tunity with our literature or banners 
or private conversation to try to 
explain the cause of w ar and the 
need for an egalitarian society.

Of course a ‘crisis’ situation tends 
to stultify thinking. Even ‘com rades’ 
urge us. like latter-day K ropotkins, 
to choose sides. There are no short 
cuts to anarchism or to eradicating 
war for that matter. If we are to  
stand by our principles we m ust be 
prepared to lose a few friends. R.

A Visit to Stuart Christie
T, A FRIEND of Stuart Christie, went 

over to Madrid on June 3 in ail 
attempt to visit him in the Carabanchel 
Prison.

On my arrival in Madrid I reported to 
the Consulate to receive a letter of intro
duction to the Director at the Prison. 
When I went to the prison I was told 
that before I could see Stuart I would 
have to go back to the Embassy to get 
a letter of introduction to the Director 
General of Prisons at the Ministry of 
Justice. They in turn told me I would 
have to see the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs at the Foreign Office. This meant 
yet another letter of introduction. The 
Minister for European Affairs interviewed 
me and then said he would get in 
touch with me later on to inform me 
whether I had been granted the permit 
or not.

When the word came through on June 
17 that I could visit Stuart the next day 
I was sent to the Minister of Justice to 
receive the prison permit.

At the prison I was put into a small 
room divided by a wire mesh wall. 
Ten minutes later Stuart arrived on the 
other side of the wire mesh and then the 
interpreter arrived.

The news from Stuart is that he is in 
the middle of his A-level exams in 
Spanish, Maths, History, English, etc. 
and that he has now put his appeal 
through without the assistance of the 
Spanish lawyer who demanded the £1,000 
fee from Stuart after the trial. The 
result is due to come out in August. At 
present Stuart has, at the most, six years 
left to complete of his sentence which, 
he thinks, will be reduced by a few more 
years. He now receives no letters except 
those from his mother. He is not 
allowed to send letters to his friends. 
The reason for this is that someone sent 
a newspaper cutting to him about a 
demonstration in Glasgow when the 
Spanish flag was set on fire. The general 
impression I got of Stuart was that he 
was well-liked in prison and that he was

still concerned about all his old friends in 
Britain. He is allowed to work one day 
per week depending on his conduct. He 
either works in the Dental Surgery or 
in the Printing Room.

I was told by the consul that the best 
way to send parcels to him is through 
the British Embassy (Consular Section), 
Recoletas 22, Madrid. He receives 
parcels from Germany, Holland, France 
and Britain.

Stuart asked me to convey all his 
thanks to all comrades who have been 
so concerned about his imprisonment and 
those who have sent books, money and 
food, etc.

While I was waiting to see the Minister 
for European Affairs a decrepit old man 
left the office and I was informed that 
the Minister v(ould now see me. This 
pensioned-off old dodderer who had pre
ceded me was none other than General 
Franco, the Caudillo himself!

Ross Flett.
P.S.: We are informed by the FIJL 

that two French comrades were released 
by the Spanish authorities possibly as a 
result of the kidnapping on May 1 of 
the Spanish diplomat-prelate Mgr. Ussia
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IS PERHAPS a measure of the 
political sophistication which has 

come in the wake of the Committee of 
100 that many of the ideas, plans, 
strategies and theories outlined by 
Bernhard de Vries and Irene van der 
Weetering, the two Amsterdam provos 
who recently visited London to put their 
case, seemed terrifyingly naive. There 
is no doubt that the English press did 
convey a very confusing image of the 
provos but, having been to Amsterdam 
and having heard the provos in London, 
I do not consider this the least bit sur
prising. When van de Weetering’s 
husband described the provos as a ‘heart 
rending, muddle-headed organisation’ he 
seemed to be making the fairest comment 
so far. No vicious attack on the level of 
Le Figaro's has been made by any 
English paper (provos are ‘nazis, com
munists . . . vicious petitg bourgeois, 
beatniks, delinquents’). Nevertheless the 
provos’ arrival in England to present their 
case was a step in the right direction; it 
may be an indication of the Committee 
of 100’s failure to explain itself overseas 
that the provos are so muddled. It is 
no kindness to ignore the confusion in 
provo thinking. The provos have,

through their actions and because of their 
support by groupings which have been 
ignored almost entirely by traditional 
radicals, earned the right to be honestly 
criticised for their limitations.

What do the provos want? They have 
a large number of ideas which are unique 
in being both imaginative, convincing and 
practical. The white bicycle scheme— 
white bikes freely available to anyone 
who wishes to use them in order to keep 
private cars out of the city of Amsterdam 
—is perhaps the most famous and best 
of these ideas, but most of these practical 
day-to-day ideas are excellent. They 
have a number of more ‘political’ 
schemes, one of which is to send the 
mayor of Amsterdam, van Hall, on 
holiday, which is both humane and face
tious. Others however indicate the com
plications which beset reformist anar
chists. The idea of white police is one 
such. In London de Vries said he
wanted Dutch police to be like English 
police, unarmed. He was unwilling to 
accept the point that it is precisely the 
lack of arms that makes the British 
force such a powerful instrument of 
authoritarianism. When citizens tacitly 
accept the fuzz as a friend, arms are

unnecessary; the continental attitude, 
where police are never allowed to feel 
that secure, is much more to the point 
Ultimately the police would become 
trained social workers, dressed in white, 
which is the provos’ big symbol. This 
is all very well, but one can easily see a 
situation where, as recent trends in the 
USA indicate, the police become pseudo
social workers without in any way ceasing 
to be an arm of the state.

The appeal to the International Provo- 
tariat, reprinted in Heatwave 1, is the 
manifesto of the provos and explains both 
their ideas of ‘class’ and also their 
approach to the anti-authoritarian 
struggle. It talks of beatniks, pleiners. 
nozems, hooligans, mods, rockers (though 
having seen rockers in London de Vries 
decided they were not, after all, a revo
lutionary force), students, artists and 
misfits as being a new, heterogeneous, 
de-classed ‘class’, a grouping of sub
versive elements who will through "pin
prick actions’ be able to force authority 
to show its true nature. Authority, 
having done so, will become more and 
more unpopular and there will be a 
crisis of authority. It is, perhaps, a 
rather devious and circuitous route to 
social revolt—and. I would have thought, 
hardly likely to change the fuzz into 
English bobbies—but it has its own logic 
and appeal.

But what happens in practice? A lot 
of kids, doubtless intellectually provoked 
and pre-justified by provo ideas and 
statements, provoke a major crisis of 
authority in Amsterdam, with police, riot 
police, special sub-military police and 
three infantry regiments either in town 
or standing by. The provos broadcast 
an appeal on the pop music station urg
ing kids to stay at home. Asked if this 
was not rather inconsistent, de Vries told 
his London audience that the provos did 
not approve of violence, and that shops 
were being damaged which was “unneces
sary’. But surely such actions were the 
logic of the provos’ appeal? De Vries, 
in common with the provos I interviewed 
in Amsterdam (I have written at length 
in Heatwave about this visit), said the 
provos did not call for violence. They 
did not want riots. But did they not 
want to provoke authority?

De Vries said they wanted to provoke 
authority with happenings, constructive 
schemes and not destruction. But, if they 
saw the provotariat (the heterogeneous 
groupings of beats, delinquents, etc.) as 
the last element of revolt in society, was 
it not their job to explain the riots, at 
least philosophically? Simply to denounce 
them was inadequate, confusing and, 
perhaps, a treason to their ideas. ‘I can 
understand why these riots happened’. 

Continued on page 2
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VIETNAM — An Am erican View-point
SINCE Freedom is the only paper that 

American anarchists have—which is 
a misfortune, since a good anarchist 
paper needs to have a local character, a 
relation to its environment—an American 
anarchist looks closely at items which 
pertain to America. I have been bothered 
for some time by the character of the 
lead articles on the Vietnam war, both in 
respect to their framework of analysis 
and in respect to their content.

Consider Jeff Robinson’s ‘The Opiate 
of the People’ of June 18. The lead is 
a ‘revealing’ news item about Chinese 
exportation of opium. Now, maybe 
this is a revelation in England, but this 
has long been a standard item of Ameri-, 
can propaganda, including the interpreta
tion that the trade serves the Chinese 
Communists by helping ‘to spread drug 
addiction and corruption in the West’. 
The existence of this trade is interpreted 
by the writer in F reedom as an indica
tion I of the equal-evil of the Chinese 
government. But if one reads the story 
carefully, there is nothing to show that 
the Chinese government is responsible 
for the fact that ‘a sizeable proportion 
of the finished products finds its way into 
the hands of international drug 
racketeers/ So far as I know, the 
Chinese government has not engaged in 
any wars to oblige Western nations to 
allow the importation of opium

But the above is a minor matter. Fur
ther on the writer asks, ‘Does anyone 
seriously believe that if the Vietcong 
possessed napalm, “joy bombs” (an in
vention of Norman Mailer’s), “lazy dog”, 
etc., they would refrain from using them 
on moral grounds if to use them was to 
their military advantage?’ (Hence they 
are not ‘morally superior’ to the Ameri
cans and South Vietnamese.) In answer 
to this rhetorical question it is said that 
‘Certainly the Vietcong use indiscriminate 
terror, torture and assassination at least 
as widely as their opponents’.

Now, I don’t believe that there is such 
a thing as civilized warfare, unless it 
would be a duel between volunteers, 
preferably between the leaders of state.

But I do think it is interesting, and 
rightly affects one’s sympathies, where 
people and their leaders and govern
ments draw the line. (For example, I 
think that the South African regime is 
qualitatively different from others, and I 
don’t understand how anyone could say 
that there is ‘not a scrap of difference’ 
between it and other regimes.) Would 
the Vietcong wage aerial civilian warfare 
if they possessed the means? I can’t see 
that the answer is automatically ‘Yes’ 
unless one also answers automatically 
‘Yes* to questions like, ‘Would Wilson 
apply the South African solution to the 
“coloured problem” if he had the 
chance?’ It is similarly pure conjecture 
that there would be a ‘bloodbath’ if the 
Communists took over South Vietnam. 
Is it the case that the Vietcong uses 
indiscriminate terror, torture and assas
sination at least as widely as their 
opponents’? Jf one is trying to judge 
the moral quality of the Vietcong move
ment, and project from that its behaviour 
if it possessed napalm, one would be 
better to present some evidence; the 
appeal to ‘certainly’ about a very doubt
ful question leads us nowhere.

What’s more the writer lets the Ameri
can puppet-regime off much too lightly 
when he says that its victory would mean 
‘a corrupt, right-wing, Coca-Cola dictator
ship with (once the fighting stops) a 
small degree of liberty’. Unless the 
writer would describe the Franco regime 
in these terms—would he?—I don’t see 
why he thinks these terms fit. Before the 
South Vietnamese resistance reached 
military proportions, the Americans had 
well under way a programme to totali- 
tarianize South Vietnam as an anti
communist bastion (this is what the 
Michigan State University people were 
up to—the CIA connection is a rela
tively trivial matter). By ‘totalitarianize’ 
I mean, among other things, a programme 
of compounds to control a recalcitrant 
peasantry, which programme entailed 
the physical destruction of hundreds if 
not thousands of villages.

Moreover, I should think the writer

would bear it in mind that, at least to 
judge by accounts which strike me as 
credible, the South Vietnamese insurrec
tion (as even the N ew  Y ork Tim es is 
now willing to describe it) arose out of 
the efforts of the Americans to impose a 
strong (totalitarian) national government 
upon a peasantry which had established 
(or thought it had established) its inde
pendence during the war against the 
French. He might bear it in mind that 
moderate forms of resistance, including 
non-violent resistance, were brutally put 
down; and that if the Vietcong have been 
brutalized by this war, which I would 
expect to be largely the case, an 
anarchist might be inclined to impute 
responsibility for this to the Saigonese 
governments and their American sus
tained rather than to the people who 
resisted.

I would expect an anarchist to see a 
tragedy in the fact that the struggles of 
the Vietnamese peasantry to resist 
colonialism and to resist the alien Saigon 
regimes should have led to a continually 
escalating war, given American power 
and the indifference of the American 
people, a continually escalating war in 
which sense of original aims and even 
of humanity is progressively lost and in 
which the Communist leadership of the 
resistance has been tightened to a point 
where resistance to it has become 
virtually impossible. I would expect an 
anarchist to see a tragedy here. I 
would not expect him to trot out stale 
equi-evil arguments. I would expect 
him to distinguish between the motiva
tions of the Vietnamese peasants who 
are (most of them) voluntarily throwing 
away their lives for the hope of indepen
dence and communal freedom, and now 
(mainly) in order to preserve their vil
lages from destruction by the American 
bombers and land-marauders—between 
these motivations and (on the other hand) 
the purposes of ideologically Communist 
leaders and the type of regime (left- 
totalitarian, anti-libertarian) which one 
would expect from an outright Vietcong 
victory. I would expect him to notice
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Death of a Tramp
ff^HE TRAMP as a romantic species 
A seems to have departed, from England 

at any rate. The growth of the welfare 
state has led to the disappearance of 
the doss-house and the nearness of 
full employment has seen the elimination 
of the able-bodied tramp ‘seeking work’. 
Those tramps that remain appear to be 
(in Gorki’s phrase) ‘creatures that once 
were men’—-sick, frightened, neurotic, 
psychotic creatures who, being unable to 
adjust to the complexities of the welfare 
static or even partake of the condensed 
milk of human kindness (and why should 
they?), shuffle round the town and 
country ekeing out such existence as they 
can.

Around the tattered fringe of the 
affluent society in that twilight world 
before the dark of criminality, insanity, 
or old age, are the lodging-house 
dwellers, Lord Rowton’s tenants, who 
have taken their place in the lower 
depths of respectable poverty, of con
trolled despair, of measured affluence. 
In such a place, Bruce House (LCC), 
Bill Gape (66) was found dead in bed 
on one Sunday in June.

Bill Gape was a tramp from his 
fourteenth year to the late nineteen- 
thirties. He was widely known as an 
anarcho - syndicalist a n d  freethought

speaker (mainly open-air) and was known 
aiso as the ‘Tramps’ QC’ for after he 
had given up ‘the road’ he was ever 
on hand to advocate the rights of the 
few tramps that remain. He promised 
at one time to write for F reedom on 
some conflict about a Salvation Army 
hostel in Reading but one had the 
impression that writing for him was not 
easy. It is therefore with some surprise 
that one looks through Half a Million 
Tramps, W. A. Gape (Routledge), 1936 
(long out of print) and realizes that he 
could depict life ‘on the road’ and 
one r e a l i z e s  how the situation has 
changed. Bill Gape was no George 
Orwell, not even a Jack London, and 
certainly not a Maxim Gorki, but one 
realizes from whence came that fierce 
bitterness that was his armour against a 
world which even now resolves that 
.there shall be two classes, ‘the haves’ 
and ‘the have-nots’.

For example, in Half a Million Tramps, 
Bill write, ‘I am fully satisfied that so 
long as the relief of destitution is carried 
on mainly by charity organisations, so 
long will we have the tragic sights which 
are to be seen in any part of the 
country today. The reason is obvious. 
Just as a rat-catcher does not kill all the 
rats he finds, because he knows that

if he did his livelihood would be gone, 
so most charity committees and organi
zations do nothing which would even
tually do away entirely with the condition 
of destitution, because if they did the 
basis upon which they appeal for funds 
would be gone. Charity frauds and 
maladministration of public funds can 
only continue as long as the general 
public remains ignorant of its social 
obligation to all men.*

Bill earned our gratitude for not be
coming a professional tramp-writer, like 
W. H. Davies or others that we could 
name, but obituaries are the occasion 
when cliches fall thick and fast and we 
must say that Bill’s faults were not of 
the heart. He, in the famous words 
‘spent his life on street corners, despised 
of men’, but whether on the road, on 
the soap-box, or in shoddy lodging-house, 
Bill was his own man.

J.R.

Reprints
MICHAEL BAKUNIN: 
MARXISM, FREEDOM 
AND THE STATE—7/6 

MARIE-LOUISE BERNERI: 
NEITHER EAST NOR WEST—6/- 
FREEDOM SELECTIONS NO. 14 

CLOTH 10/6; PAPER 7/6

Anarchist Federation of Britain
c/o Freedom Press, 17a Maxwell Road,

London Anarchist Group 1&2
‘Lamb and FIaa\ Rose Street, off Garrick Street. 
London, W.C.2.' (Leicester Square tube) 
7.45 p.m. All welcome.
Sundays.
JULY 10 John Rety 
No More Vietoams
Public Meetings every Sunday Hyde Park, 3 p.m.

OFF-CENTRE LONDON 
DISCUSSION MEETINGS
3rd Wednesday of each month at Jack Robinson 
and Mary Canipa's, 21 Rurabold Road, S.W.6 
(off Kina's Road), 8 p.m.
3rd Friday of each month at 8 p.m. at Donald 
and Irene Rooum's, 146a Fellows Road, Swiss 
Cottage, N.W.3.

REGIONAL FEDERATIONS 
AND GROUPS
ABERDEEN GROUP. Meets at the Adelphi 
2.30 p.m. every Sunday. Correspondence to 
M. Dey, 29 Springhiil Crescent, Aberdeen. 
ARLE5EY GROUP (N. Herts.. S. Beds.). Meet
ings on first Friday of month. Correspondence 
to Peter and Maureen Ford, 102 Stotfold Road, 
Arlesey. Beds.
BELFAST. Contact Peter Stringer, 7 Duffy 
Street, Belfast, J3. 1
BEXLEY ANARCHIST GROUP. Correspondence 
to Paul Wildish, 2 Cumbrian Avenue, Bamehurst, 
Kent.
BIRMINGHAM ANARCHIST GROUP. Corres
pondence: Martin Bragg, 5 The Drive. Hunton 
Hill, Erdington, Birmingham, 23. Sales and

London, S.W.6.
Committee of 100: Gordon Causer, 27 Upper 
Gungate, Tamworth, Staffs. Peace Action Centres 
Project: Paul James, 50 Windermere Road, 
Handsworth, Birmingham, 21. University of 
ASTON GROUP. Dave Massey, 2 Station Road, 
Elworth, Sand bach. Cheshire.
BRISTOL FEDERATION. Enquiries to lan 
Vine, 3 Freeland Place, Hotwells, Bristol, 8. 
CARDIFF ANARCHIST GROUP. Contact Mike 
Crowley, 36 Whitaker Road, Tremorfa, Cardiff. 
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ILFORD LIBERTARIANS. Regular meetings 
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Leyton, E. 10.
LEICESTER ANARCHISTS. Correspondence, 
Peter Gibbon, 22 Fosse Road Central, West End, 
Leicester.
LEWISHAM. LONDON, S.E.13. 61b Granville 
Park. Meetings 2nd and 4th Thursdays.
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OXFORD ANARCHIST GROUP. Contact H. G. 
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chester: Mike Mitchell, 3 Bakewell Road, 
Droylesden, Manchester. Meetings every Tues
day 8 p.m. Lord Nelson, Chapel Street, Salford. 
Merseyside: Barbara Renshaw, 4 Clarence Road, 
Devonshire Park, Birkenhead. Rochdale: Ian 
Heywood, 16 Mansfield Road, Bamford, Roch
dale. Stoke-on-Trent: Bob Blakeman, 52 Weldon 
Avenue, Weston Coyney, Stoke-on-Trent.

EAST LONDON FEDERATION
WALTHAM FOREST ANARCHISTS. Contact 
Lionel Donnelly, 322a Hoe Street, Walthamstow, 
E. 17. Meetings every Thursday at above address. 
WEST HAM ANARCHISTS. Contact Stephen 
Higgs, 8 Westbury Road, Forest Gate, E.7.
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WEST LONDON FEDERATION. Monday, 
July 11. 8 p.m. ’The Anchor’, Ealing Broadway. 
Discussion meeting.
WANDSWORTH LIBERTARIANS. Correspond
ence to Christine Hutton, 15 Broughton Street, 
London, S.W.8.
FULHAM ANARCHIST GROUP. Contact top 
floor, 31 Ongar Road, S.W.6.

that one cannot significantly m ake such 
a distinction on 'the other side’. The 
Republic of Vietnam officer corps is the 
same old French-colonial officer corps; 
its soldiers are impressed; the Am erican 
army fights ‘because you’ve gotta stop 
the Commies somewhere’ and because i t’s 
kill or get killed and you’ve got your 
orders.

I do sympathize with the wish that 
issues were simpler. American propa
ganda has a nice way of simplifying^ 
every member of the NLF force is a 
Communist, and every Communist is an 
ideological totalitarian, and the whole 
bunch of them are on a string from j 
Hanoi, which string would lead to some 
world-central headquarters (if it weren’t! 
for the embarrassing China/Russia split)! 
The Chinese Communists have their 
mythology that the toiling exploited! 
masses of America are being used *n4.i 
swindled by Wall Street—when the casd 
is that the only reason Americans don|| 
much like this war is that they are noC 
winning it (the Vietcong even shoot backi 
when you bomb their villages). Aim E 
chists have to have a psychology and’ 
sociology and a political analysis, soj 
seems to me, that can talk to people wlrn 
have very natural sympathies wit 
peasants trying to bring down 500-raijf 
an-hour bombing planes with rifles. TH 
political analysis would, I think, reej| 
nize the fact that the American state/ 
currently the scourge of the world, asj 
one time Britain was, at one ti, 
Germany was, at one time perhaps Rusf 
was. Is some other nation than Amew 
still dedicated to the idea of wdi? 
power? Again, I realize that to sayfltlj 
is (objectively, as the Marxists sayj 
give some degree of comfort toM 
Maoists, for I have not in the very saj 
breath managed to point out the scc£ 
which the Communist governments' 
been toward the populations onj] 
boundaries. Maybe the kinds of dia? 
tions I am talking about as anai® 
are too subtle for public propaganqf 
even for a conscious political m o v f  
But I am afraid that if they are tooF 
then we can’t have an anarchistfc 
ment.

D avid WiflH

PROVOS
Continued frcr.i pa«

said de Vries. But he was not! 
vinced that the provos needed to exof 
them, or that they had any intellejr 
responsibility towards them. AtJ f 
Mahatma Gandhi Hall meeting! 
argued with de Vries, from a variety! 
approaches for over an hour on this1'aft 
other points, to the obvious disgust of tbj 
glowing liberals who had seen in thS 
provos a new thrill to inflate theta 
battered egos. By the end we w erj 
every bit as confused.

However, it would be entirely useless* 
to dismiss the provos. As M.J.W. made 
clear, in his article in F reedom on | 
June 25, the provos are important, if • 
only because they have got through to ’ 
people that we, in this country, have for 
the most part entirely ignored. We do 
not help the provos by dismissing them 
but we may be able to pass on to them, 
in a constructive atmosphere, some of 
the things we have painfully learned 
about the nature of authority. Just as 
the provos have a responsibility towards 
the youth of Holland we, as part of the 
same mainstream of ideas, have a 
responsibility towards them. There is, 
in the long run, perhaps rather more we 
should be envying about them than 

v criticising.

Charles Radcliffe.
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DANISH ANARCHIST FEDERATION. 52 
Mindevej, Soborg-Copenhagen, Denmark.
VANCOUVER, B.C., CANADA. Anyone interes
ted in forming anarchist and/or direct action 
peace group contact Derek A. James, 1844 
Grand Boulevard. North Vancouver, B.C., 
Canada, Tel.: 987-2693.
U.S.A. VERMONT/NBW HAMPSHIRE. Dis
cussion/Action Group, anyone? Contact F. R. 
Jackson, Corinth. Vermont.



ACT FOR PEACE
r R SOME TIME the London Com

mittee of 100 had planned to 
assemble in Trafalgar Square and march 

to the US Embassy in the event of the 
bombing of Hanoi. However on the day 
of the bombing there came an unexpected 
windfall when the early issues of the 
Evening Standard gave details of the 
Committee's plans in its report on reac
tions to the raids. It was this that was 
probably responsible for a large part of 
the turnout of several hundreds in the 
Square.

At about 8 p.m. the march set off 
to the US Embassy. This first stage was 
enlivened by an outbreak of mutual aid 
when what was presumably a sympa
thetic fruiterer appeared and distributed a 
large box of strawberries to marchers 
and policemen.

When the march arrived at the Em- 
fbassy a sparse YCL picket line was 
.already present, allowing itself to be 
shepherded in single file by the police. 
[This was soon changed by the arrival of 
[the march which occupied the whole of 
[the road for some minutes. However, 
llater the police pushed the marchers 
hack to the pavement and there were
| about a dozen arrests.

After about 20 minutes the march 
L formed up again and marched down Park 
jane towards Parliament As demon- 

Istrators passed the Bunny Club two eggs 
rwere thrown from a window. When 
Tbrchers neared Piccadilly Circus police 
Enforcements appeared and dispersed 
Je march on the grounds that proces
sor^ within a mile of Parliament were 
legal while the House was in session, 
jjnonstrators then split up to make 
_JF way to Parliament individually, 
gwever, a large part of the march 

Ssembled in the Haymarket and pro
ved along the roadway in defiance 

Jtthe sessional orders, 
wist outside Trafalgar Square more 
3ce appeared, some on horseback, and 
J s e d  the march once more. But 
4a so a considerable number of people 
% undaunted and managed to march 
it of the way down Whitehall behind 

jbapiittee of 100 banner, 
lupon arrival at the House the more 

wistitutionally-minded joined in a CND 
J b v  of MPs then in progress. Mean- 
_jile, inside the House there were several 
Jem iptions from the public gallery. 
iT h e  next day the demonstration was 

Mentioned in most of the press. A 
%  table exception was the Morning Star 

which. to emphasise what well-behaved 
Monstitutional people the Communists are, 
H id not mention the demo but merely 
■reported the CND lobby and the hand
ling in of a protest by the Communists’ 
|  own mouthpiece, the British Peace 
[Committee.
F The same day those arrested appeared 

[ In court. Doug Kepper’s case was ad

journed but. although ho had not been 
found guilty of any offence, he was 
bound over for three months. Another 
man. who refused to obey the magistrate 
and spoke on Vietnam from the dock, 
was remanded for a mental report!

All in all, the London Committee can 
take credit for a reasonably successful 
action. Several hundred people were 
assembled at a few hours* notice, ses
sional orders were successfully defied 
and publicity was secured. Since the 
London Committee is in financial diffi
culties. we can all show our solidarity by 
sending them a donation (13 Goodwin 
Street. N.4).

However it is a pity we still had the 
familiar sight of people being pushed 
around by the police while a few are 
arrested. Since it seems impossible to 
gain sufficient numbers for a sit down, 
surely the most effective policy would be 
for demonstrators to link arms and stand 
firm. Some supporters of non-violence 
may quarrel with this but if it could be 
carried out intelligently it would at any 
rate be preferable to shuffling along in 
front of a row of policemen.

This is, however, a minor point.
There can be no excuse for inactivity 

now. We must work for demonstrations 
.that fill the streets. We must organise 
local activities to bring home the war to 
people in the suburbs and provinces. And 
we must move towards the development 
of more radical action.

The War Resisters International and 
East Anglian CND have issued leaflets 
directed at American servicemen. The 
Committee of 100 has demonstrated at 
Alconbury Base. But, if we are to have 
a real effect on US morale, we must 
take things a lot more seriously than 
staging happenings outside bases. We 
must stop trading in moral generalisations 
and make it clear to US soldiers that they 
are fighting in Vietnam in the interests 
of the US military-industrial complex. 
We must prepare to aid deserters. And, 
since getting out o f the US army is not 
easy, we must point to ways soldiers can 
disrupt the army by still remaining in it.

In England we must draw attention to 
the fact that, if the Vietnam crisis intensi
fies, our rulers have their atomic shelters 
and plans for martial law prepared. We 
must keep our eyes open for any new 
forms of resistance.

The question of libertarian action 
against the Vietnam war is made more 
urgent by the YPV demo last Sunday. 
Not to mince words, this was appalling. 
The banners of the Communists and 
Trotskyists with their calls for a Viet- 
Cong victory and their anti-US slogans, 
at times bordering on racialism, domina
ted the proceedings. If Libertarians are 

. to take part in Vietnam demos without 
being identified with these groups they 
must prepare their own slogan banners.

TRANSPORT
Continued from  page 4  

rebuilding of the schools and hospitals, 
demolishing the slums, raising wages all 
round, etc., etc. Vast as are the sums 
wasted on arms, they are a drop in the 
ocean compared with the money needed 
for all the useful alternative uses of the 
money that have been proposed. But 
anyway, the government (OBVIOUSLY) 
has no intention of giving up arms or 
abolishing capitalism or introducing 
workers’ control or anything of the sort. 
So what happens in the meantime? Why, 
in the meantime, should we oppose such 
slight improvements as are possible in the 
transport service? Yours truly wants an 
at least slightly better bus service today 
as well as a superb service in some 
theoretical future. Does P.T. think we 
will have to wait for the free society 
before we get a better transport service? 
If not what are his ideas for improving 
it immediately and avoiding the snags 
I have mentioned?

Public T ransport Usjer. 
Eds. A reply from P.T. next issue.

S.c.r.a .m .
Dear Comrade,

1 would like, through your columns, 
to inform fellow anarchists throughout 
the U.K. of a demonstration in Scotland 
on September 24/25 organised by the 
Scottish Campaign for Resistance Against 
Militarism (SCRAM).

We have contacted and hope to have 
support from all the major peace move
ments in Britain. We are going to make 
this a really forceful demonstration at the 
Faslane Polaris Base, the Missile Store 
at Coulport, and the Weapons and Bomb 
Store at Glen Douglas.

Would any groups or individuals who 
require further details about the demon
stration or SCRAM please contact our 
field organiser Bob Johnstone, c/o 13 
Goodwin St., London, N.4 or myself.

Yours fraternally,

Glasgow J im Livingstone (jnr.), 
28.6.66 Organiser.
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‘Belated Triumph of the Jus Quaesitum Tertio’
Tub suburbs of Hanoi and Haiphong 
were bombed, the French tested a nuclear 
bomb in the Pacific, as the Morning Star 
(the erstwhile Daily Worker) poetically 
put it; ‘Mr, Wilson's Red Sea strike 
bubble has hurst, leaving behind the bad 
smell of a dirty red herring’, the seamen 
voted to adjourn their 45-day-old strike 
for 12 months because of hardships caused 
to the citizens of the UK, and Mr. Frank 
Cousins, that well-known nuclear dis
armed resigned from the Ministry of 
Technology on the issue of the Prices 
and Incomes Bill. . . .

The minister of defence apologised for 
an insult to General de Gaulle, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer apologised 
for expunging an insult to the farmers 
from Hansard, the Minister of Labour 
went on holiday (before the seamen’s 
strike was settled) owing to the great 
strain. . . ,

Britain either is . or is not selling 
weapons to America for Vietnam; but 
she is not sending any men. This policy 
of every support short of help, was 
further clarified by a recognition of the 
urban growth-sprawl of Hanoi. Mr. 
Heath, Leader of the Opposition pointed 
out the illogicality of an approval of ends, 
whilst deploring means. Mr. Duncan 
Sandys, tipped as Heath’s successor spoke 
on the BBC of Mr. Wilson’s ‘stab in the 
back’ of US. . . .

Prince bernhard of the Netherlands pre
sented the Erasmus Prize to Sir Herbert 
Read in Amsterdam. Prince Bernhard 
disclosed that some members of the 
foundation had hesitated whether it was 
appropriate to award the prize to Sir 
Herbert since the word ‘anarchist’ had

been used several times regarding him. 
The Prince said he was glad the members 
had thrown their fears overboard because, 
said the Prince, ‘I love your type of 
anarchist’. He thought the word ‘Idealist’ 
was more appropriate to Sir Herbert than 
‘anarchist’. The Amsterdam police chief 
resigned ‘with honour* in connection with 
other events in Amsterdam. . . »

Mohambd yusuf daar, the son of an 
Indian father and a Pakistani mother, 
has been appointed a police constable in 
Coventry, Britain's first full-time coloured 
PC. Crime in the City of London fell 
16.9%. Prosecutions for drunkenness 
in England and Wales declined. A 
guard dog at a quarry prevented ten 
people going to the assistance of a 
quarry worker who was trapped under 
a car. . . .

The Vatican denies that it has con
trolling shares in a Danish holding 
company which is planning to invest in 
the production of birth-control pills. 
However, it has not disclosed details of 
its investments but the Executive Board 
of the Papal Commission on Birth Con
trol’s views on the pill, etc., are still 
awaited. . . .

Mrs. renee short, mp, asked the Mini
ster of Health to direct doctors not to 
apply conditions before supplying oral 
contraceptives. She said some doctors 
were requiring written consent from 
husbands before supplying oral contra
ceptives. The Minister of Health said 
it was not a matter for him. The 
British Medical Association decided to 
accept phased pay increases and withdraw 
the 18,000 resignations they hold. . . .

The bma published a booklet stating

- The Timec
that suicidal depression is mainly a prob
lem of the big city. ‘Life amid a 
teeming multitude of total strangers can 
be terrifying for the solitary, friendless 
newcomer.* Every year about 5,000 
people in England and Wales commit 
suicide. There are five suicides for every 
six road accident deaths. Suicide rates 
are higher in the ‘bed-sitter* areas. They 
are lower in areas where people live in 
family homes and In working-class bo
roughs where there is a tradition of 
being friends and neighbours. The situ
ation calls for more friendliness toward 
‘that funny old woman, so lonely that 
she loiters for crumbs of conversation 
at the grocers; that swarthy foreign 
student pining in uncongenial digs; any
one lonely, sick or old*. . . .

A 56-year-old rent collector was charged 
with making false entries in his rent 
accounts. It was stated that he paid, 
out of his own pocket, the rent of 
families who fell behind and when his 
own money ran out he made false 
entries. He was given a conditional 
discharge and his council employees had 
found him work in another department. 
He said on discharge, ‘When you see 
a house with young children who are 
hungry and the parents are balancing 
the rent against food, you want to 
help out.’ . . .
Mr. matsuda, a Japanese private citizen, 
a manufacturer of body-building equip
ment, took four pages in The Times at 
a cost of. £5,400 to put forward his 
ideas for peace in Vietnam. . . .
Billy graham finished his crusade in 
London and Hugh Heffner and the 
Bunnies started theirs. Jon Quixote.

Oops-sorry !
Dear Comrades,

Whilst thoroughly approving of Jack 
Stevenson’s front-page article, ‘Our Lord 
has had His Day’, I feel I must write to 
correct its reference to Lord Willis as 
‘one of the less fanatical Christians'— 
just in case Lord Willis does not see 
F reedom himself. Far from being a 
Christian, however unfanatical, Lord 
Willis is a professed Humanist/Atheist, 
and an active member of several 
Humanist organisations.
London, S.E.23 Barbara Smoker.

Paper Kites
Dear Editors,

Your correspondent B. McGrath, who 
claims to be an ‘anarchist’ as well as a 
‘Chinese-liner’, should learn that if he 
wants to fool the anarchists with paper 
kites, they should not be made out of 
loo^e leaves from Mao Tse Tung’s 
Collected Speeches, vol. 109.

It is true that the Spanish Anarchists 
were fighting alongside the Communist 
Party, but they bitterly regretted it when 
the latter, on instructions from Moscow, 
sabotaged and betrayed the working-class 
revolution, murdering the anarchist mili
tants, and playing into the hands of 
Franco. McGrath says that ‘if we our
selves were in Vietnam, and this is the 
yardstick’, we would be aiding the NLF 
—and by the same token, presumably, 
in Great Britain in 1939 we should have 
been supporting the Chamberlain 
Government (sorry, it was still an im
perialist war then; I mean, in 1941 we 
should have been supporting the 
Churchill Government). The story that 
you have to make common cause with 
any oppression providing it is fighting 
another oppression, and providing you 
happen to be living under the first, is as 
old as patriotism. It returns afresh in 
new dress constantly, but I fear answering 
it once more with familiar anarchist 
arguments will be just in one ear and out 
the other so far as the McGraths of this 
world are concerned.

He refers to the ‘Coca-Cola dictator
ship’; by this yardstick, apparently, 
Hitler’s was a ‘Sauerkraut dictatorship’ 
and Muo’s is a 'Chop-suey dictatorship'. 
Is it possible that McGrath is moved 
more by national hatred of the Ameri
cans than by anti-imperialism?—a not 
uncommon phenomenon on the phoney 
left. Chinese-line communism offers, he 
says, ‘a stable dedicated period of, say, 
100 years’. This is so familiar a totali
tarian argument (Hitler’s tausendjiihriges 
Reich \ Franco’s cieit ahos de segurldad) 
that it needs not be answered. True, the 
anarchist movement is not so vocal in 
China as it is in the countries where 
‘Caucasian anarchists’ (his expression!) 
live, only because it is illegal and sub
ject to severe penalties. But it still lives, 
and is not waiting for a century to pass. 
Of course the ‘Chinese-liners’ would be 
‘happier to see the anarchist banners with 
Ralph Schoenmau and the Vietnam Soli
darity Campaign’ than ‘baying at the
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leadership’; especially if they were bay
ing slogans like ‘Release the Chinese 
political prisoners’.

Peddle your Chinese line around the 
Trots, friend McGrath, the anarchists re
quire at least freedom from capital 
punishment for professing their ideas 
before they will accept you even as 
a lesser evil; the Trots (‘Defend the 
Soviet Union’, etc.) are much more easy 
going in this respect!
London, W.C. 1 Internationalist.

Smoke-screen 
fo r Socialism

With reference to Ian Sutherland’s com
ments—Freedom (14.5.66).

Is this the final attribute of the socialist 
movement—smoke? The behaviour of 
the so-called Left element in Glasgow on 
May Day ’66 was, to say the least, a 
disgraceful and shameful negation of 
everything that socialism is supposed to 
stand for. If the Left elements don’t 
agree with the Labour Party, the best 
thing to do is to ignore them completely 
and thoroughly. What kind of shining 
light would a phoney Labourite be with
out an audience? By these shameful 
and irresponsible actions the alleged left 
wing are doing untold damage to the 
socialist movement—by giving the press 
unlimited scope to show up the Left as 
emotional juvenile delinquents—by con
fusing the public as to what socialism is 
all about—by attracting thugs into the 
movement—and by misleading youth into 
a negative approach by bad example.

Throwing smoke bombs at public 
meetings is not socialism. Chanting stupid 
slogans is not socialism. Preventing free 
speech is not socialism. Turning out 
once a year to make an ass of one’s self 
is not socialism.

The United Socialist Movement ignored 
the ‘official* May Day demonstration and 
held an independent demonstration and 
open-air meeting. We went to great 
lengths to advertise this, with posters, by 
word of mouth and touring Glasgow with 
a loudspeaker mounted on a van. We 
appealed to the alleged Left wing for 
assistance — for help to distribute 
thousands of handbills specially pre
pared for May Day—for speakers—for 
help |o  sell the Word Quarterly, which 
we worked on all night to get ready for 
May Day. One of our main speakers, 
Comrade la niello, had not been in bed 
for two days, working constantly in 
preparation for May Day. Comrade

Caldwell, editor of the Word Quarterly, 
worked into the early hours of the morn
ing, to get the magazine ready for May 
Day, every day for a week previous. 
Needless to say, our cries for help fell on 
deaf ears. The phantom socialists of 
Glasgow are never to be found when 
something constructive is to be done.

The United Socialist Movement does 
not meet the public once a year, at 
Easter or thereabout, we are in the 
streets of Glasgow every week. We are 
trying to take socialism back to where it 
really belongs—away from the intel
lectuals, the bearded beatniks and the 
university types to the working people. 
We need help and assistance—we need 
ideas—we need speakers and, unfortu
nately, we need money.

No, no, Ian Sutherland, all the smoke, 
all the noise and all the sloganising at 
Queens Park in Glasgow last May Day 
did not contribute one iota to the ad
vance of the socialist cause. D on’t 
play the political game—leave politics 
to the prostitutes and careerists—join us 
and the people in the real struggle. The 
struggle to establish a just society.

Yours fraternally,
Glasgow, C.5 Ben Mullin,
17.6.66 United Socialist Movement.
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Seamen’s Strike I 
Post-Mortem

rpHE SEAMEN HAVE a year in 
which to strengthen rank and 

file liaison, this lack of firm contact 
forced them to accept the com
promise.

Rank and file contact between all 
workers is vital, but seamen are 
particularly vulnerable to lack of 
same, because they can only rely on 
a percentage of their membership 
being actually involved in the strug
gle due to long voyages away from 
home.

It has been rank and file seamen 
who have forced the struggle every 
inch of the way, remembering the 
important fact that the negotiating 
committee was prepared to accept 
the original offer made by the ship
ping employers.

C o n ta c t Colum n
Tanya Howell. Please contact Peter 

Neville without delay as MAY have 
job in country for you. If in contact 
with Tanya anyone pass message on 
please urgently.

Accommodation Wanted. Urgently. Poet 
seeks poet-cheap room in West 
London. Otherwise responsible per
son. Box 33.

Polish Protest. UL & S Defence Com
mittee. Demonstration, Orbis, Regent 
Street, London, W.l. Saturday, 
July 9 commencing 10.30 a.m.

•Solidarity’. Weekend conference in 
Birmingham at Digbeth Civic Hall 
on the ideas and activities of the 
Solidarity group. Saturday, July 9, 
2 p.m. to 5 p.ra. Sunday, July 10. 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 2 p.m. and 
5 p.m. Further details from Gordon 
Causer, 27 Upper Gungate, Tam- 
worth. Staffs.

Progressives Unite! All persons genuinely 
concerned in doing something prac
tical towards communal living, co
operative business ventures, mutual 
aid or sexual emancipation. Please 
contact: Emmanuel and Mary 
Petrakis, 45 Plimsoll Road. London. 
N.4.

Heatwave. The English successor to 
The Rebel Worker 6. First issue 
contains 40 pp. of articles on drug 
addiction, the provos, and the inter
national youth revolt. Now avail-1 
able 2/- post free, from Charles 
Radcliffe, 13 Redcliffe Road, London, 
S.W.10 or from Freedom Press.

Centenary Lectures NSS. Friday, July 8. 
Freethought and Liberty. Martin 
Ennals, etc. 7.30 p.m. Conway Hall. 
Red Lion Square, W.C.l.
July 22. Freethought and Social 
Work. Peter Fryer and Kerstine 
Richards.

Fallex. Fallex and other Official Secrets 
sent under plain cover. Sample ob
tainable, 9d. (including postage) from 
Ipswich Anarchists, 68 Christchurch 
Street, Ipswich, Suffolk.

Manchester Poetry. Northern rendezvous 
for Poetry, Folk and ‘happenings’. 
Thursdays 8 p.m. Packhorse Hotel, 
Bridge Street, off Deansgate, Man
chester, 2/-.

Stickers. POLICE BRUTALITY IS 
FACT, JUSTICE IS FICTION. 
ANARCHY IS FREEDOM. 25/- 
per 1,000. Contact Box 31.

Summer School. Committee of 100— 
July 23/30 on *The Scope of 
Libertarianism’ at Aylesmore Farm, 
Warwicks. Cost £3. Register by 10/- 
deposit to 13 Goodwin Street, 
London, N.4.

Hospitality wanted. Sixteen-year-old com
rade (male) from Paris would like to 
stay with family during summer 
vacation. Write Box 29.

Accommodation Offered. To responsible 
person in return for taking child 
to school some days and a (very) 
little housework. Write 15 Pennine 
Mansions, Pennine Drive, Golders 
Green, N.W.ll or phone MEA 1872.

Accommodation. Flat or rooms required 
in London area (preferably un
furnished) by teacher and wife. For 
one-year period from September.
P. and M. Ford, 102 Stotfold Road, 
Arlesey, Beds.

Wanted. Support for London market 
project. Cash and/or loan of van. 
Box 34.

i f  you wish to make contact let us know.

All through the piece, the NUS 
leadership had their backs pushed 
hard against the wall, and were con
sistently searching for the slightest 
pretext to call off the dispute. But 
they feared unofficial rank and file 
action far more than the combined 
forces of the Government and the 
employers.

What of the support the seamen 
did receive? This was mostly finan
cial, but even more they needed 
active support. The T & G, in a 
blaze of glory, did no work other 
than their own, but the build up 
of ships in the ports did not prove 
to be an embarrassment to the 
Government, and in turn the anti
cipated numbers of dockers were not 
laid off. So much for the plan of 
Mr. Dash that dockers would re
ceive ‘fall back’ pay whilst helping 
the seamen. To be perfectly frank, 
the seamen were out-manoeuvred by 
the shipping employers at every stage 
of the game.

The ‘old lady’ at Congress House 
had no intention of helping the 
seamen; it would have been bad 
enough if they had stood by on the 
sidelines, but in fact they were 
responsible in forcing the seamen to 
accept the compromise, the thought 
of spreading the strike brought the 
smell of ’26 and they trembled in 
their boots.

One point that did stand out was 
the amount of foreign unions who 
are under the yoke of non-strike 
legislation, it looks as if the British

UN D O U B TED LY  the Prices and In- 
I  comes Board is a body that is not 

in the public interest but in the interests 
of the state and capitalism.

However, it would be a mistake to 
regard every minor recommendation of 
the Board as not in the general interest, 
as P.T. does in his piece on the busmen 
(11.6.66). P.T. is of course right in 
saying, as the Phelps Brown Report 
recommended, that busmen should be 
paid a wage comparable with that of 
other industries. But he is wrong in 
attacking the PIB recommendations 
concerning the more efficient use of 
present man-power on the buses—recom
mendations regarding meal times, bus 
speeds, part-time workers for the rush 
hours, an extension of the hours during 
which standing is allowed and an increase 
in the number of one-man operated 
buses, including all Green Line routes. 
P.T. describes these recommendations as 
‘being made with the end of making the 
industry, as a whole, a profitable one 
but only at the expense of the busmen 
and the travelling public’. Now P.T. is 
right in saying that the recommendations 
are only a substitute for a substantial 
wage rise. But surely what is wanted is 
both a wage rise AND increased 
efficiency not just a wage rise alone. It is 
unfortunate that only proposals regarding 
efficiency are being put forward at the 
moment but I fail to see how the pro
posals in themselves are to the disad
vantage of either the busmen or the 
public. The proposals are advantageous, 
in my opinion, for the following 
reasons:—

Part-time workers at rush hours would 
undoubtedly reduce the busmen’s biggest 
bugbear—having to work two shifts a 
day—at the morning and evening rush 
hours. Unless part-time workers are 
used (although where they will come 
from is a mystery to me), the only other 
answer is for firms to stagger working 
hours, thus spreading the rush hour over 
the whole of the day. But this is an 
idea that both employers and employees 
in the London area are against for 
obvious reasons. I think P.T. will see 
that even if every vacant job on the buses 
was filled twice over, there would still be, 
so long as rush hours last, either double 
shifts or else grossly uneconomic work
ing during non-peak periods.

Increased speeds (not presumably 
dangerous speeds) and an extension of the 
hours when standing is allowed seem to 
me to be in the general interest of bus 
passengers and hardly make the busmen’s 
job harder.

unions are one of the last to hold 
out.

What now? The Government were 
forced to ‘take the seamen on' if 
they wanted to continue' to play the 
role of the ‘Government that will 
rule irrespective'. On Monday the 
anti-strike legislation bill will be 
published, and somehow# I don’t 
think they will hang about too long 
before pushing it through Parlia
ment, probably the beginning of the 
next session.

The only fact that seems to be 
in d o u b t  is whether defaulting 
workers should be sent to prison 
if they fail to pay the fine, or 
have the money deducted from their 
wage packets by the employers. 
Frank Cousins is opposed to both 
and has resigned.

We can now expect the Govern
ment to take a tough line all round; 
they have intervened in both the 
railway and seamen's disputes, and 
will not hesitate to intervene any
where else in the future.

What we must do as workers is 
strengthen and spread rank and file 
organisation, on an industrial basis. 
To hell with the CP and their parlia
mentary politics; to hell with the 
fifty shades of Trotskyism; they are 
the ‘kiss of death' to industrial 
militancy, and freedom of action. 
They all promise the road to Utopia, 
but the price they demand is a ring 
through the nose for ever more.

The use of more one-man operated 
buses also seems a sensible idea. They 
are already used by London Transport on 
quieter routes and are widely used else
where in the country. The drivers con

cerned receive slightly higher pay for the 
job, doubtless not high enough, but I 
fail to see what the objection to the idea is 
on principle.

It also seems to me that the main 
reason for the poor public transport 
service is the vast number of cars which 
congest the roads and also keep the 
buses nearly empty for long periods of the 
day. For instance, route 98b, that served 
an outlying area of Harrow, was recently 
withdrawn by London Transport as being 
grossly uneconomic. A body of local 
people in the area then asked a private 
enterprise company to run the route and 
they agreed to do so even if the profit 
was small. This new service received 
wide publicity and the good wishes of 
many local bodies. But what happened? 
Even though the new service was a 
guaranteed one with no buses cut out or 
turned short, the route still ran with only 
two or three passengers so it was 
dropped. Would, I wondeF, a bus sys
tem run on workers’ control continue to 
operate for just a handful of people? 
The answer is NO. Some way will have 
to be found to encourage people to leave 
their cars and return to the buses. Better 
services alone won’t do it nor even re
duced fares nor even FREE buses, in my 
opinion, because cars are status and 
sexual symbols and no one is going to 
give that up for a few shillings a week. 
The only way I know to get people to 
return to the buses is state legislation 
which anarchists can’t support for ob
vious reasons and which would be a suici
dal measure for whichever government 
introduced it. Consequently they won’t.

Similarly, any substantial wage rise not 
covered by a fare rise (a short-sighted and 
self-defeating idea in itself) would still 
have to be passed on to the public in 
one shape or form. This would mean 
that car owners would have to pay a 
proportion of the bus costs as well as 
their private car costs. Such an idea 
would again be political dynamite and 
hence is not likely to be recommended. 
It has also been argued that the money 
wasted on H-bombs, ‘East of Suez*, etc., 
could be used to substantially raise 
busmen’s wages and hence improve things 
for the passengers too. But the money 
wasted on arms, etc., has already been 
earmarked (in the radical press) for the

_____________ Continued on page 2.

Bill C hristopher.

TRANSPORT IN LONDON” "

I

For Workers’Control
JULY 9 1966 Vol 27 No 21

A Threat to
Shop Stewards
rpH E  ENV ENGINEERING factory in 

Willesden is well-known in 'the area 
for the good wages and conditions that 
workers enjoy there. This has been 
achieved steadily over a considerable 
period by the rank-and-file union mem
bers at the factory. They have elected 
shop stewards who represent both the 
production workers and the supervisory 
staff. The ENV Shop Stewards’ Com
mittee has done a tremendous job and 
has achieved conditions of a very high 
standard by a militant policy.

Now all this is under attack. For some 
months now the shop stewards’ com
mittee has felt that the management was 
after a showdown and was trying to 
provoke strike action. Up until now 
this has been avoided and any action 
taken has usually been by banning over
time, which is the case at present. The 
latest move on the part of the manage
ment is the refusal to negotiate with the 
shop stewards ‘until normal working 
conditions are resumed’. In the view of 
the management this means overtime and 
the executive members of the Amalgama
ted Engineering Union are in agreement 
with this. The management have also 
approached the executive councils of 
the unions represented at the factory and 
they have now both agreed to a ‘joint 
composite conference’ which the shop 
stewards will attend.

What all this amounts to is that the 
ENV shop stewards, because they have 
pursued a militant policy, are now liable 
to disciplinary action from their unions* 
executives. But there is more in it than 
just an industrial aspect. There are also

Shedpolitical implications for the ENV 
Stewards’ Committee is one of 
sponsors of the campaign against 
Government’s incomes policy and 
proposed legislation to enforce it. 
same committee also organised the cfl 
ference from which was formed 
London Industrial Shop StewaH 
Defence Committee. This is also 
paigning against the Governmi 
incomes plans.

This attack on the shop stewards; 
be a joint union-management oneJ 
both ENV and the AEU support; 
Government’s policy. In fact Sir Will] 
Carron. the President of the AEU 
ardent believer in it and has laui 
his own crusade against any organise] 
or persons who oppose it.

There is a strong possibility that] 
union executives, especially that 
AEU, will withdraw the ste*s| 
credentials. This has been the pa] 
in the building industry in the ease] 
militant policy on the part of a 
shop stewards’ committee. This 
happen at ENV’s and the union exe< 
could negotiate new agreements 
management which could do tremenS 
harm to the unity that exists at preserifj

The facts, and the implications, of ; 
attack should be made as widely knc§ 
as possible. An attack of this na 
must be defeated and it is essential 
other shop stewards’ committees 
rank-and-file industrial organisations 
pledge their active support. If ENvl 
and Carron succeed, who will be next? 1

of;

atiin
that
and;

P.T.

MURDER IN PARLIAMENT
A FTER MANY GALLANT attempts 

^ * “to influence the most affluent, power- 
mad group of people in this hallowed 
isle the workers yet once more resumed 
their weary trudge to the Houses of 
Parliament.

They gathered, from all over London 
and outside, at the Barbican site on a 
Wednesday afternoon — June 22, the 
banners of the trade union branches and 
the shop stewards’ committees gaily led 
by the striking seamen. They marched, 
five abreast, along the streets of the City 
of London, through the meat market of 
Smithfield, past the empires of the paper 
barons on to the Embankment. Here they 
were disarmed of the banners, in case 
such slogans as National Union of Sea
men, Amalgamated Society of Boiler
makers and Ship Building Engineers and 
the like should prove to be a danger to 
the existence of established law and order 
in the Kingdom.

Bannerless. the 3,500 marchers 
streamed towards the hub of the dying 
empire, trapped in a Gothic nightmare 
like a prison which confounds the 
imagination. A few innocuous scuffles 
broke out with a uniformed band who 
appeared to have no shops stewards or 
any sense of self-discipline. Even when 
the disagreement had ceased, these people 
insisted on occupying a part of the pave
ment intended for the use of pedestrians 
and people attending to their business. 
They were they said, ‘Invested with 
authority’. None of them could pro
duce one so I did not discover what it 
looked like. (Unless their meaningful 
glance at their boots was intended to 
convey something.)

gathered later in the Denison Hall in i 
Victoria to squabble among themselves " 
about what to do about IT next.

The political factions of the Left ex
celled themselves in bad behaviour to 
each other. The hall was packed and 
the working men who had lost faith in 
talk many years ago adjourned to the 
pubs for a more sensible recreation while 
the vanguard of the revolution struggled 
with words and very nearly with deeds 
to assume the leading role in outdoing 
each other in verbal ferocity. The Left 
outflanked the Left and the converted 
disagreed over the true testament of 
Marx and others in the present situation.

It seems that when the Left gets down
wind of the farts of power (even from 
Mr. Heffer’s militant arse) they become 
giddy with euphoria and like all drunks 
fall out when they haven’t the money to 
pay for the next round between them. 
So there you have it; the choice made 
to the workers of this country was simple 
in the Denison Hall. The communists 
asked for a nation-wide campaign of 
anti-trade-union-legislation lobbies and 
the SLL demanded a one-day general 
strike on July 20 (presumably you can do 
both if you fancy it). But at 9 p.m. they 
went away to face the fact that not one 
worker had come out in support, but they 
left the Vauxhall Bridge Road buoyed up 
with righteousness, and ill-will towards 
their enemies.

Blessed are the lumpen proletariat who 
shall inherit the earth. Sp a r k s .

The working men who had forfeited a 
day’s pay in order to request, demo
cratically, their Members to change their 
minds waited in a long queue around the 
Gothic horror like bewildered relatives on 
visiting day. They came, they saw, and 
they went away, unsatisfied from the 
greatest whorehouse in Europe. They

The annual International Liberta
rian Summer Camp will be this year 
in St. Mitre les Rempart in the 
region of Marseilles, France. All 
persons interested should write to: 
International Camping, Campagne 
du Pere Icard, S t  Mitre les Rem- 
parts, 13-B d R-France. The Camp 
will open this year on July 18 and


