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"FREEDOM", said Rosa Luxemburg,

"is freedom for other people, "' It is de-
pressing to find that one's constant nec-
essary pleas against the infringement of
other people's civil liberties 1s often on
behalf of those whose concern for the
concept of liberty is minimal and some
of whom would, no doubt, liquidate the
anarchists if they came to power, How-
ever one must be alert and draw the
lessons of any infringement of those
minute civil liberties which we still re-
tain.

The latest audacity of the Home Office
i is the apparently irrevocable decision to
\ deport Phillip Agee and Mark Hosenball,
American journalists, on grounds of
'national security‘. It cannot be denied
that if Agee and Hosenball have been
doing their chosen function of exposing
the security system assiduously, their

in g’fensible, is hardly unexpected.

. Tt would be naive to expect such activi-
I ties to go unquestioned even if Messrs.
Agee and Hosenball's concentrated on
American CIA activities. States have a

||' natural tendency to defend each other—
have to hang together or else they

1 hang separately.

e department of amazing coinciden-
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expulsion, whilst legally questionable -
chronologically tactless and hu ma-xe!y

|

Phil Agee
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Mark Hosenball

ces will note that these proposed deport-
ations follow the election victory of
Jimmy Carter, the departure of the CIA
chief and Britain's vetting by the IMF",
Paranoid minds will see in this a plot;
more prosaic minds will see a natural
tactlessness of governments in this stu-
pid intervention,

The position of aliens is always vulner-
ahlz. Even If it's not trouble about work
permits (which at least didn't bother
Agee and Hosenball), behaviour must be
impeccable and political activities be-
yond reproach, Uafortunate aliens have
been trained as nurses and deported
when work for nurses failed to material-
ise, Aliens have been deported for mi-
nor criminal convictions andunorthodox
political opinions--remember Rudi
Dutschke? They are indeed hostages to

ocking On
Heavens Door

tracted some complaint that prevents
them from working. As it is, most
miners have to give up working the coal
face long before retirement.

The NCB has offered the union retire-
ment at 62 for underground workers
with 25 years' service. The union want-
ed 60 by next January and 55 by June
1980, The Board says that if they agr-
eed to the miners' claim it would cost
at least £100m 1in the first year and
also cost £10m tons in coal production.
It would also mean the employment of
an extra 20, 000 miners in 19717.

What we are concerned with here is

~ Profits are paramount in an
hich was nationalised after
e private owners had milked it and

fought tooth and nail against decent
wages, conditions and safety regulations.
Nationalisation was supposed to have
meant "ownership and control" by the
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fortune,

And yet governments for obscure poli-
tical and diplomatic reasons have been
known to grant 'political asylum' (bles-
sed phrase!) to highly unorthodox politi-
cal refugees. Usually they are in rebel-
lion against regimes for which the host
state has little particular affection, Ap-
parently such strictures do not apply to
the U.S, A.

One would feel happler in supporting
Agee and Hosenball were their critic-
isms of State security set-ups more
wide-ranging and based on a recognition
of the perpetual necessity of all states,
East and West, to maintain the skull-
duggery of a security -espionage system
whether the C,I,A., the K.G,.B, or
M. 1.5 or whatever alphabetical goulagh
it shelters behind,

However ''nobody's perfect'' and such
expulsions with broad generalisations,
unsubstantiated charges with no right of
reply; meaning at least the destruction

of a way of life and domicile and at
worst the exposure of Agee and Hosen-

ball to the possibility of legalistic re-
venge by the U,S. authorities throw
doubt - if doubt were still ahgsent - upon
the impartiality of the British legal
system,

A,

people, but instead the bosses only
changed and became government appoint
ed.

Throughout the sixties Lord Robens
used a Beeching-like axe, closing so-
called uneconomic pits and moving min-
ers and their families to different areas.
During this pariod of cheap oil the lab-
our force was reduced, but with the in-
creased price of oil, coal suddenly bec-
ame important again. But, as is usual
in a capitalist society, those very peop-
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Demonstration

STOP THE DUBLIN HANGINGS!
JUSTICE FOR THE MURRAYS!

SATURDAY 4 DECEMBER. Assembl
2.00 p. m. Speakers' Corner
(Marble Arch) for a March to Kilburn
followed by Meeting.

RE PRIE VE,

RETRIAL FOR

NOEL AND MARIE
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The Terror of Death

AT THE PRESENT moment about a
thousand men and women are probably
under sentence of death in many parts
of the world. That is to say, they have
offended by some presumed act against
the laws of their State and must in con-
sequence be disposed of by a State offi-
clal duly paid and employed for such a
purpose.

In the United States it has recently
been decided by the Supreme Court in
their infinite wisdom that execution (by
whatever form it takes) is not ircompat-
ible with the Bill of Rights for it is not
'a cruel and unusual punishment', Hence
several of the United (sic) states who
with great delicacy had hitherto refrain-
ed from executing about 400 erring citi-
zens (including some rapists and kid-
nappers) felt free to consider afresh
executing such citizens who have been
waiting in 'Death Row' (some for years.

One particular inhabitant of '"Dzath
Row', Gary Gilmore, under sentence of
death in Utah State prison has, to quote
early reports, decided 'to die like a
man' and has urged his option of a fir-
ing-equad death, (Joe Hill the syndica-
list died the same way in the same state,
accused of a hold-up murder, ) This
bravado, at the same time as testfying
to the awful terror of waiting for death
testifies to what has been known for
some time; that many murderers are
in fact would-be suicides, or of those
who hold their lives at nought and whose
rash mad act of murder i{s an attempt at
self-destruc tion. Later Gilmore fully
endorsed this view by securing drug-
overdoes and he and his girl-friend

d a suicide pact. Now Gilmore
for a death which he embraces or

which he repudiates for
[}

They do these things differently in
[ . Eire, once known as the Irish
e State, a state young in years but
in the barbarism of its justice, is
time of writing still considering
whether Noel and Marife Murray shall
the m.lllis'.oll a police officer
R I“aziy That the officer

q# clothes is be-
) e pols they say legally

with knowledge of the law's cumbrous
processes and dilatory procedures will
substantiate that this ritusl {s only
aim’ng at a:semblance of justice and
that truth soon gets lost beneath a mou
mountain of verbilage. The Baader-
Meinhof case (which still goes on des-
pite the aimed- and asked-for death of
Ulrike Meinhof ) is another example of
the law's delays.

And all to what purpose, this tervor
of slow death to end the terror of un-
premeditated deaths? It is to deter.
Long after the oecasion of the offence
has passed the sordid ceremony of the
eight-o'-clock drop makes the score
even, But the State by its dragging out
the ritual vengeance creates more bit-
terness and enmities than the act which
it was meant to avenge.

Wha! deterrence can there be for an
act committed thoughtlessly and in the
heat of thz moment? What deterrence
can there be for an act committed with
suicidal aims ? ~—Death in such cases
would be welcomed as a hride, a3 a
fulfilment, There have been anarchists
who felt that their deaths were a small
thing to pay for the death of a tyrant or
(as in the Sacco-Vanzetti case) to ex-
pose 'justice' for the sham and mockery
that it is. One cannot feel that the
Murray executions would serve even
the State's purpose,

If the purpose of such deaths were to
make the lives of policemen safe —
from the circumstances of the Murray
case it is obvious that the fact that the
victim was a policeman was not known
to the person who shot him, In the poli-
tical atmosphere of Ireland (North and
South) it is obvious that human life has
very little value =—when compared with
weightier matters such as whether one
believes in the Virgin Mary or in salva-
tion through grace; or whether an im-
precise geographical boundary should
exist or not,

Only the restoration of the value of
human lives and the worth of individu-
als, starting (but not finishing) with the
Murrays will restore Ireland to sanity.

Jack Robinson
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'Mlners CONTD

le who actually produce the real wealth
or, llke the miners, claw it from under
the earth, had little or no ¢onstderation
glven to them. That is, until they
used thelr {ndustrial muscle {n the win-
tf.-s of '72 and '74. They then set an

mple in direct action that not only
ere the true strength of the
8 lles, but also brought
Heath government.

3 little doubt that miners
fal action, and tt

guch action did bring
adminlstration.

'r M‘

llke the NUM president, Mr Gormley,
see no connection between politics and
trade union affairs. During the'74
strike he kept stressing this point. But

whether he likes it or not direct action
by trade unions does have political con-
sequences,

In Britain the overwhelming majority
of the leaders of the trade unions are
also members of the Labour Party.

The trade unions gave birth to this same
party and their members pay a political
levy. Such a link-up hardly makes the
trade unions independent. Other polit-
ical parties and groups have different
policies but their aims remain the same
in that they seek control of the unions
and their memberships.

However, the miners are an independ-
ent lot. Their comradeship is of the
highest and their close-knit communit-
ies have grown up on tragedy, struggle
and mutual aid. The miners know what
they want and are prepared to use direct
action to get it. If miners can retire at
55 in "'totalitarian' countries like Pol-
and and Spain then it doesn't say much
for a "democracy' #f people in the same
industry have to work until they are 65.

As we all know; the miners' job is
far from a picnic. Even if eaalier ret-
irement was won I shouldn’t think there
would be a stampede of recruits to take :
thelr places from among the unemployed.

Who can blame them! It wasn’t the
people of this country who decided to

use coal as a source of energy, but a
minority who purchased land to exploit
men, women and children and the natur-
al resources for their own personal pro-
fit. But it seems our society has more
compassion for the pit pony than for
human beings. They at least can now
sp2nd a few years in pastures green,

but the miner is exploited until he knocks
on death's door.

Coal mining is such a dangerous job
that we should give serious considerat-
ion to whether it should be done at all,
The community at large should make
that decision and if coal is needed then
it should be made as easy and as safe
as possible. It should be organised so
that people spend only a few hours below
ground and also that such unpleasant
work be shared as widely as possible.
There are other sources of energy
which can be used, nuclear excluded, to
supply people's needs. In a society
where people make the decisions that
affect thelr lives, anarchists feel that
different choices would be made. Con-
tro! would be among people instead of
power groups. Decisions would be made
that satisfied needs instead of profits
and Industry.

Obvlously this cholce affects the
whole of the working class. It lles
within their power to change the pres-
ent exploitative economic relationships
to make free assoclations of producers
and consumers who produce goods and
maintain services for the benefit of
all.

" PT
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PLUTONIUM and PLUTOCRACY

... OR "OUR EXPANDING ATOMIC
STUPIDITY" which was the title of an
issue of Rude Health pablished by the

That atomic stupidity is still expand-
ing in 1976, As a speaker at the Alarm
against Nuclear Technology demonstrat-
ion at Trafalgar Square on 20 November
obsarved, Pluto had something to do with
Hades and the devil. I would take it a
step further and point out that the word
also occurs in plutocracy, and this all-
{ance of pow=r, wealth and plutonium is
what it is all about.

In the early days of the industrial rev-
olution the powerful and privileged invar-
iably lived to the windward of industrial
pollution and escap2d its worst effects.
Radioactive material is quite indiscrim=
inate and this is making even the pluto-
cracy falter in the drive to get more
power from nuclear sources. In Sweden
the social democrats were defeated on
this very issue and the new presidant
of the USA is reported to he very alarm-
ed at the prospect of its development in
that country. The Royal Commission on
Environmental Pollution said, '"We
should not rely for energy supply on a
process that produces such a hazardous

substance as plutonium unless there is
no reasonable alternative. "

In Germany a demonstration of 30, 000
against a nuclear site on the Elbe erupt-

JRRAYS
writing we are still
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The Trafalgar Square demonstration
was organised to block development of
a processing plant at Windscale in Cum-
bria and supported by a vast spactrum
of environmental, civil liberties, liber-
tarian, peace and women's movements.
It was predictably not a mass demonst-
ration and except for one spaaker held
with impassioned middle class restraint.

Prototypz Fast Reactor at Dounreay.

It is necessary to break throwgh the
blanket of ignorance about the subject
amongst the mass of the people and to
indicate the connection between privil-
ege and power and the development of
human debasing techniques. The trade
unions shouald develop a wider perspect-
ive such as that of the Australian build-
ing workers and not be so shortsighted
as to support the development at Wind-
scale bacause of 2000 jobs. This sort
of high technology makes fewer jobs,
not more, and might ultimately deprive

for refusing to take down an effigy from
a lamp post, and in Colchester where
the council offices were occupied after
leafletting in the town.

The London Defence Group also leaf-
letted the '"Peace' march on 27 Novem-
ber, the attitude of the marchers to the
Murray case being largely one of indiff-
erence or hostility. The Murray Comm-
ittee in Dublin has been actively harra-
ssed by supporters of the p2ace move-
mant, and Murray posters have been
torn down or defaced with religious slo-
gans of the ""Jesus Loves You'' variety.
Several group members were arrested
in Dublin for giving out Murray leaflets
on a recent peace march.

t the Trafalgar Square rally on the
27th (incidentally the first demonstrat-
{on about Ulster allowed there for 5
years), the Peace marchers were all-
to display their banners and dist-
aflets, while counter -demon-
strators, including Murray Defence
Group members, were prevented by the
police from doing exactly the same
‘thing, resulting in about a dozen arrests.

the ""Peace' movoment s really
or p3ace in Ireland and the

ent of violent methods by all

n {t sBhould surely be agalnsl
hi the torture used
e Murrays. One would there-

1t to glve support to the
mpaign, but not
ement refused
¢ it has
i r a . ﬁlthe
&

/.

the unions of a large number of memb-
ers.

Even in capitalist terms the high cost
of investment p2r warker can only in-
evitably resalt in more unemployment
among the unskilled. In capitalist soc-
iety, in spite of the environmental dan-
gers, the vast interests of the nuclear
lobby acquire a momentum that can
only be resisted by militant and Comm-
ittee of 100 type activity.

The dangers to the whole of society
(not only in terms of physical menace)
and to the possibility of ever developing
a free society are 3o immensea that it
is my opinion that this matter should
become one of prime concern.

It is an issue that presents a danger
to all pzople, irrespective of class and
colour, in that once embarked upon on
a large scale its consequences are irr -
eparable. The Cornish nationalist who
spoke at the meeting said that a resist-
ance committee had been formed that
will go to almost any lengths to prevent
Cornwall becoming a nuclear dumping
ground. This is the spirit of freedom
and the real essence of human progress.
The only spirit that will prevent human
society drifting towards a new dark age.

AA

Demo in
Strasbourg

ON SATURDAY 20 November the
Anarchist Federation of Baden (South
Germany) organised a demonstration
in Strasbourg (France). A statement
was delivered to the European Comm-
ission for Human Rights requesting the
release of the Murrays.

After this 40 demonstrators went to
the cathedral of Strasbourg and demon-
strated for the release of the Murrays
and Ronan Stenson. A leaflet which had
been written in three languages was
distributed.

The demonstration was soon broken
up by the French police, They pretend-
ed the demonstration was not licensed
and that we were forelgners demonstrat-
ing abroad. We were asked, why did
we not demonstrate {n Ger many
So we explained to *hem that there is no
European Commission for Human Rights
in Germany.

We hope that the Commission for
Human Rights will deal with the Murrays'
case.

Pau/

Don’t Forget
The March On

Saturday
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Face Lift

THAT WELL KNOWN international
conspiracy, the Statesystem, has recent-
ly been giving a face lift to some of its
manifestations. Few nations are strong
enough to be completely self-reliant and
a gesture of ""goodwill" goes a long way
towards mollifying public opinion among-
st one's associates. Many influential
countries make a point of presenting
themselves in a liberal light and it
smoothes relations if there is less overt

repression to upset home susceptibilit-
les. These gestures are purely cosmet-
ic. The attention of the concerned lib-
eral can then be diverted to the distress-
ing practices of somebody else (unfort-
unately, the world being in the state - !!
- it is, there's always a contender for
the succession handy). The CIA, or
whatever, can then get on with running
the client state.

Spain has a particular interest for us.
Here was demonstrated the correctness
of our dreams and of our paranoia. The
experiment was crushed and 40 years of
repression followed. Now the iron
front is beginning to crack. The resurg-
ence of opposition has been met with
vicious retaliation, but continues to
grow. After the long overdue death of
Franco the restored monarchy had to
defuse this situation quickly. The lead-
ers in Spain are well aware of the adv-
antages to themselves that would come

from full membership in the capitalist
club, but the EEC's democratic cons-

clence balks at his. So far the right
wing rearguard has prevented more
than high words but now elections, no
less, are to come. Adrolt manoeuvring
by King Juan Carlos and his advisers
has resulted in the Cortes, set up by
Franco to endorse his directives, votin~
itself out of existence. This is not to
be taken literally of course. The same
indlviduals will retain their influence.
They are now busily setting up a suitably
rigged system. Disproportionate rep-
resentation will be given to sparszaly
popilated rural areas, as opposed to
the more socialist industrial centres.
Political ""associations' are now legal
except for those who won't play their
tame parts in the charade, such as the
revived CNT and the communists.
However, innumerable restrictions pre-
vent these new associations from carry-
ing out effective action. Soon a Spanish
pz2ople, mainly too young to remember
the thirties, will be faced with the old
dilemma. Should they take part in the
farce of the elections or should they
ignore it and guarantee a victory for the
Right? To us, as anarchists far away,
the answer seems obvious. To many in
Spain it will probably look very different.

Chile recently achieved th2 dubioas
distirction of bz2ing listed top torturer by
Amnesty International. Now Chile's
patrons, the CTA, are insisting oaa
spot of wiitew=shing. Accordingly all
but 18 of the regime's political prisonsrs
have been released and even these, who
are ''espacially dangerous to national
security' can go if they leave the country
We are ass:ured that those alreadr re-

leased can remain "without difficulties"
and that the government wants them to
have the "'same opportunities as those of
all other Chilean clt'lze;ls". ‘g’onqsthrfu{.

tunities like that I can 4o without.
})tpslo:v be surprising to learn that Chile
had only 322 political prisoners, but we
must remember that most didn't have
the "opportunities' to live long enoagh
to enjoy this outbreak of mercy. Such
an extravagant gesture is unlikely to
prove contagious and in the festering
swamp of Latin American politics we
can be sure that others will carry on
the old tradition. For instance, I could
mention Uruguay. Or, parhaps, Argen-
tina. Or Brazil. Or., . .

Many other countries are in a state of
change, soma more profound than sur-
face gloss. Rhodesla is about to losz its
white masters and become Zimbabwe.

I fear that the standard infighting am-
ongst contenders for power, in the name
of the pzople, will then take more sinis-
ter forms than verbal bickering. What
are the prospacts for anarchism inthese
places?  Unfortunately, low. Faced
with these levels of repression the op-
position itself becomes authoritarian.
In the absence of other viable tactics
terrorist campaigns are waged. The al-
ternative, if it succeeds, turns out to
be as vicious as its predecessor. Spain,
with its libertarian tradition, is a pos-
sible exception. Here freedom has a
chance. or
footnote:

A section on Iran, deleted from this
article, will be incorporated into a
later piece.

' "Te Live in Peace" in our last issue
nked criticism from comrades in
< are expressed in the fol-

'

g article.
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The Peace

People

dropp2d. Peace means—in their own
words —a return to the rule of law, with
the power of coercion residing in only
"the legitimate forces of law and order",
i.e. the British army, the R.U.C. and
the U.D.R. Enough said on that score.
However, an even more disquieting fea-
ture is their persistent refusal to even
understand and recognise ''violence''.

To imply by definition that the State is
incapable of violence is surely either
ﬂx??%ﬂ'rﬁark of reactionary liberalism,
OR effective propaganda by the Govern-
ment itself ! For instance, violence for
them does not include premediated mur -
der by upholders of the "rule of law"".
They have consistently REFUSED to
openly state their opposition to such
murder plans devised by the Irish State
in connection with Noel and Marie

Murray.

To imply (as you do), that the Peace
People can be paralleled with the CND
18 logically impossible. A campaign
almed at re-directing government poli-

8 in no way in congruence with a
which aims to create a situa-
ich government policy can be
carrled out. Stabllity
1ble e epression is NOT

ent with the inter-
heart.

B. Delvin
mn
“mista-

support. Firstly, they have the backing
(or even the original impatus and initia-
tive and finances) from the British Gov-
ernment. As long as the '"Peace People"
direct their anger at non-Government
terrorists this support will continue.
They also have the support of the trade
union bureaucracy (dominated by Offici-
al IRA and CP), and as long as the
Peace People direct their anger at those
forces which are trying to expose the
hypocrisy and opportunism of these two
groups, then they, too, will continue to
support them! But what of the pzople,
the masses, the working pzople of Ire-
land? Certainly frustration, confusion,
and a genuine hatred of paramilitary
authoritarianism has pushed many into
the Peace People's ranks (with efficient
and comprehensive media propaganda to
make them feel they are part of an al-
most universal movement, helping to
keep them there). However, ALL for-
ces of the left in Ireland, embracing all
thosa working p2ople in Ireland wno
have been able to resist the ideology of
submisslon to the forces of capitalism
(or law and order —plck whichever
sounds best!) are fervently opposed to
the Peace Movement. They quife Tightly
ask themselves: Where is "peace"
when our lives will be dominated by an
even more effective British Government

As anarchists, surely we must oppose
ANY move which would enable a more
effective level of repression to be imple-
mented. However, does this mean (as
the press are implying) that all those
oppased to the Peace Movement are g-»
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poland

AN OPPOSITION FORMS

AT THE TIME OF writing the Work-
ers' Defence Committee in Poland have
distributed three communiques to the
world and are on the point of issuing a
fourth.* Publicity abroad has been wide-
spread, especially in that the commun-
iqués are the first known aquivalent of
Russian samizdat documents to appear
in an East European country outside
the USSR. Yet more important is the
relationship between workers and "inte -
llectuals" that has emerged since the
summer riots on an unprecedented
scale. (In 1968 the latter were on their
own, in 1970-1 the workers). The
result has been constant harrassmant
and intimidation of all concerned - pol-
ice raids, interrogations, enforced mil-
itary service, abductions, unemploy-
ment, violent disruption of mzetings,
even attempts at character defamation
of the more well-known. For instance,
Jerzy Andrzejewski, the novelist, was
accused of being the author of a letter
to the Union of Writers urging sexual
liberty in Poland... ®bnsternation!

Drily Andrzejewski answered that
"There are many things wrong with
Poland, but the lack of sexual freedom
is certainly not one of them."

I 'I'he Committee's typ=wrltten bulletins
ale N O the__ —
. number
" "w T -
eaten up, being
s to pass between
amen who struck at
pﬂ:h their cudgels. There are
ists oI-polm and court officials
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al public
n where
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giving regular help to 89 families,
though calculating that 1000 workers
had been dismissed from work. At
that time, despite earlier optimism,
only 14 out of the 144 had been reinstat-
ed in their jobs. Meanwhile some of
the families were visited by people who
were either security officials or posing
as such, alternately cajoling them and
warning them to sever all contact with
the Committee - even trying to deprive
them of the montly allowances, thelr
sole source of incoma; that had been
paid them by the Committee.

This close alliance between workers
and intellectuals is remarkable if only
for its novelty. Whether it will lead to
anything beyond mare - but crucial -
material and moral solidarity is another
matter. Certainly it is a mistake to
describe the workers, and much of the
press have, as burning their Party cards
and ligating their victory fires out of
simple and straightforward rage at not
having more of the cake. What happen-
ed at Szezecin during 1970/1 (as the BBCs
recent reconstruction documentary
showed) is alone sufficient to dispz1 the
view that the workers were not also in-
terested in a much greater degree of
industrial democracy, with full access
to information. The "Ruch" affair of
1972 showed the real, if ragged, aspir-
ations of workers, plus a few students
and priests, towards an anti-authoritar-
ian socialism. This year, though it had
hardly any pablicity, workers' committ-
ees were reported to have been disband-
ed. But the situation is one far more of
potential than actual revolution, while
courageous and dedicated to their pres-
ent work as they are, most of the known
supporters and members of the Workers'
Defence Committee are reformers act-
ing within the "evolutionist' tradition of
past-October 1956.

In the past neither tendency of this
evolutionist movement has borne much
fruit. The 'revisionists', Marxists
hoping to change the Party from w1th1n,
foandered on the Dubcek experience in
Czechoslovakia, while the ZNAK “neo-
positivists''— non-Marxists, Christians
and clvil rights campaigners hopead for
change through careful maneouvring
with the Gomulka regime, and
destroyed themselves in the

8-

’]‘he failure of this double attempt to
efor u from above, has led to the
ent "'new évolutionlsm", seeking

h from 'below'", in

low move towards a democratic soc-

: e questioning the
rxism -Leninism,
on no concrete id-
1
naive to hope
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evolut-
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same time it is eminently reasonable

to expact that within the more open
framework that both workers and intell -
ectuals are now fighting for, a truly
revolutionary movement would be able
to prepare itself much better than it

can hopz to do now and in a way sophist-
icated enough to deter invasion.

By giving our support to the Defence
Committee, either indepzndently (with-
in the CBA?) or by taking part in the
union campaign to be launched in Dec-
ember, we can play our own small part
in helping to create such a framework.
More details of the campaign will be
given later.

* A fourth communique {s already cir-
culating but is a fake. In-the prevailing
circumstances it will be a real feat for
the Committee to get the genuine one
distributed.

GF

'"IS THAT WHAT YOU MEAN BY
SOCIALISM, PRIME MINISTER?

CHALK FARM
FORUM

ON FRIDAY November 26 an Anarchist
Forum was held in the Enterprise Pub
(opposite Chalk Farm Tube). This
meeting was not "under the aegis' of the
London Federation or any other existing
group. There was a good turn out (about
30) including comrades from Anarchy,
Black Flag and your correspondent. A
number of foreign visitors (from France
and Germany) were also present. The
meeting began {n an upstairs room with
loose discussion on a variety of topics
and finished in a more social vein,
spread over much of the pub. The meet-
ing didn't "achieve' anything, and could'
nt have been exp2cted to. However, it
was a social success and a follow up
will occur on December 5 (Saturday,
this time). Go along, 1'm sure that any
"direction' you wish to impart will be

- welcome, as long as you don't become

dogmatic. And at least you can have
a convivial drink. CORRESPONDENT
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more on tucker

I had always assumed that anarchists
were gentlemen, or, if you prefer,
gentlepersons. But the tone of Mr
Nicholas Walter's letter has cast some
doubt on this assumption. I refer spec-
fically to his slur on the late daughter
of Benjamin Tucker, in the first parag-
raph of his letter in the 11 September
issue.

If Mr Walter will read the letter T
originally wrote, I inferred that because
I didn't want the matter brought up to a
court, I prevailed upon Mrs Riche to let
the matter drop. Mrs Riche was not
herself an anarchist, and never profess-
ed to be. What she was concerned with
was the reputation of her father, and
the cause to which he had devoted his
life. But she herself was not involved
in any way {n any action (other than
typing his letters in Nice) that concerned
anarchism.

Now, to the matter of Tucker's attit-
ude towards World War I. Mr Walter
quotes from a letter, presumably sent
to Joseph Labadie. I too was aware of
that letter, and gueried two individuals
then living about it: Lawrence Labadie,
Joseph's son, and Max Eastman, who
considered the letter a satire. What
concerned me were two factors: first,
Tucker's attitude towards Kropotkin,
which was one of intense dislike: and
second, Tucker's scrapbook (now in dep-
osit in the New York public library,
where I prevailed upon Mrs Riche to
deposit it).

With regard to the first, I need only
e reader to Tucker's essay,

2 alism and Anarchism, where-
er assoclates John Most and
munist" anarchists,

s "falsely" identifying
sts at all. This
many references to

Tucker's articles, and
ence, which I had an opport -

econd factor
5 i point of
tin as "unreliable", not-
in e istence:
at it
=2 z-
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he had too many friends of German orig-
tn, including his long-time associate,
George Schumm. Therefore, Eastman
considered the letter either a 'forgery"
or, as he stated in his article in Masses
for June 1917, a satire. In either case,
Eastman felt that Tucker would not

place himself in favor of any group at
that time. And, having the same feel-
ing, I felt the same. If I'm wrong, the
issue will have to be proved by other
corroborating material, and my careful
reading of the entire 26 volumes of the
Scrapbook as well as his letters, and
these converations, pursuant to my
study of Tucker, have led me to believe
that Tucker "opposed’ the war, regard-
less of his private opinion of the French.
I may be wrong, but I would be in good
company.

Sincerely
Irving Levitas

NW replies

Irving Levitas takes my two genuline
queries about Benjamin Tucker as dellb-
erate {nsults, and his replies bring
more heat than light to the subject.

It was not clear from Levitas' origin-
al letter that either he or Tucker's
daughter was opposed to taking legal
action to prevent American libertarians
from reviving Tucker's paper Liberty.

I was puzzled about how such acHon
could even be considered In such a case,
and T am sti1]l puzzled that the daughter
of a well-known anarchist should want
to use the law to protect his memory.

It was not clear from Levitas' orlgin-
al letter how Tucker's attitude to the
First World War differed from Kropot-
kin's; nor is it now. I quoted Tucker's
letter supporting the war, which is virt-
ually identical with Kropotkin's letters
and articles on the {ssue, and [ am still
puzzled about the attempts to throw
doubt on it. Circumstantial evidence
that Tucker disliked Kropotkin or liked
some Germansis both irrelevant and un-
convincing. Kropotkin also disliked
Tucker and liked some Germans; the
problem is not whether their views of
the war were consistent with their other
views, but whether they were similar to
eachother. Conjectural evidence that
Tucker's pro-war letter was a satire
is ingenious but equally unconvincing

~ without any direct evidence. Levitas
may have talked to many people and read
many documents about Tucker, but he
cannot claim that Tucker opposed the
war unless he can produce some contem-
porary testimony to refute the contemp-
orary testimony of the letter.

~ I am glad to be corrected about Tuck -
er's movements; but the fact remains
he lived in Allied countries where
e anarchist movement was debating
‘and that his only known contrib-
'the debate was pro-war. It
gentlemanly to suggest that
st individualist was
the First World
communist,
erial it is
doesn't
d comp-

darien

Dear Editors

Very glad to read that somebody else
has "'discovered' Georges Darien, that
grossly underrated writer.

Paul Hammond's article gave me
some {deas for a possible speech at
Central Hall, Westminater next Satur-
dayv on behalf of Bukovsky and Gluzman.
Bukovsky served one of his many prison
sentences for possessing a book hy
Djilas. T doubt If Darlen was ever
translated {nto Russian ...

Incidentally, the whole town of St.
Nazaire is {n a state of ''permanent
paroxysm' - on Bukovsky's behalf!

David Markham

godwin
Dear Comrades

A footnote to N.W. 's review of "Polit-
tcal Justice."

A year after hls successful novel,
'New Grub Street’’, George (ilsstug pub-
ltshed another In 1892 - "Barn {n Exile. "
This, on his own admlsston, contatned
many autoblographical elements, not
the least that the hero found himself at
odds with the soclety into which he was
born, hence the title.

The significance for us is that the
hero was called Godwin Peiak, bhecause
"Political Justice' was his father's fav-
ourite work. Glssing assumes in his
readers a famillarity with Godwin's
work that would hardly be the case today.
This seems to Indicate a wider currency
{n late nineteenth century Fngland than
N.W, allows. I seem to remember ref-
erences to Godwin tn early hooks of
Wells and also In other late nineteenth
century writers.

If it 1S only in the twentieth century
that '"Political Justice' has fallen into
obscurity, the current Penguln edition
may help to remedy that undeserved
fate.

Yours fraternally

Geoffrey Barfoot

plankton

Dear Comrades

My name is8 Chris McMahon and I am
a railway worker in the small rallway/
freezing works town of Balclutha (in
the south island of New Zealand).

I recently read Colin Ward's Anarchy
in Action and there found the address of
your publishing group. Booksellers
here seem unwilling to acgept orders
for your magazine ... FREEDOM is
regarded by libertarians in this country
as the most important anarchist paper
at present being published.

I am one of a small circle of friends
who meet occasionally tc (8ic) about
politics. There is no anarchist tradit-
ion in this country aside from parts of
the hippie movement and the coalminers’
union at the turn of the century. » >
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plonkton CONTD

Most of my generation's awareness
and political conscilousness was develop-
ed during the pzriod of the anti -Vietnam
demonstrations. -We became "instinct-
ive" revolutionaries before we learnt
about political philosophies. Our first
experience was being on the wrong end
of police fists. Our second was the
arrival out of nowhere of Marxist "org-
anising committees'’ which proceeded
to run and eventually wreck the fledge-
ling movement.

Because there is little public know-
ledge of anarchist ideas (and the state
education system doesn't seem inclined
to help!) and because there are so few
of us here, we often feel like plankton
in the Pacific Ocean. On the other hand
we don't seem short of work to do!

Peace and Freedom
C.J. McMahon

freedom

We do not usually publish letters telling
us how good we are, but the following is
a succinct reply to some of the letters
we do nearly always print:

FREEDOM:

Your papar is certainly one of the
better papers I have encountered. Papers

{ like and place more em-
- phasis on attractive graphics, but FREE -

DOM provides more information.
does not seem to stress the philosophi-
0 aspects of
unlike FREEFOM. Writers
such as Arthur Moysa
analyses which other
provide.
Love and Anarchy

~ anarch
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are thinking and feeling if they don't
tell us, so thank you for your critical
letter.

(Regarding your introductory remarks,
FREEDOM frequently contains articles
which are not the views of the collective,
Only "editorials" signed "Editors' are
expressions of policy, and they appear
rarely. My contribution was my person-
al view; it appeared because no-one in
the editorial group felt it objectionable
enough to exclude, )

I was aware of the difference between
CND and the Women's Peace Moveme nt
(now Peace People) in that the former
was directed agalnst their government
and the latter's campaign against warr-
ing private armies from their own com-
munities, The parallel is that both star-
ted out from a single deep desire shared
by people widely separated in other cir-
cumstances of their lives, The decline
of CND is clear enough indication that
the wish was not enough for the attain-
ment of the end. The Peace People's
campaiga may prove as insubstantial,
But although the bishops and the other
establishment spokesmen get.most of
the publicity for their hel-the-security-
forces statements and a woman speaker
only wants to get back to her kitchen, I
thought it likely that the spectrum of sup-
port would be wide enough to include
many people who know that filling the
prisons fuller or even a few hanging will
not eliminate the fact of an oppressed
minority,

I have no quarrel with your definitions
of what 'peace’ means to those in the
categories you list, but you have omit-
ted one. To.the Republican Irish Nation-
alist it means standing the status quo on
its head so that the Protestant bigoted
majority of a divided Ireland becomes
the minority in a Cathoilc bigoted united
Ireland. And that is the fear that has
stiffened the generations of Ulster peo-
ple throughout this century, (Your
revelation that the Trade Union bureau-
cracy Is dominatz2d by the Official IRA
and the Commuaist Party came as a
surprise. I recall the one outstanding
and totally successful instance of Peo-
ples Powere xercised by the trade uni-
ons-~-and it was by Protestant Loyalists
to block the possibility of legislative
'power sharing' by the Catholic mincr-
ity's "representatives'' of the time.)

The N, Ireland conflict is one of the
many in which there is no side for the
anarchist to join, We are the smallest
majority of all. Most people in most
of the world feel no urgent and immedi-
a‘e need to dispense with God and the
State. And they are the people, All
that anarchists could and can do in N,
Ireland since the beginning of the pres-
ent round of troubles is to maintain a
»Jear and persistent voice against reli-

privilege and nationalism.

Ev ough we inevitably join in the

s g of a people deprived because
rent race, colour,
than the rulers,
e being the Cath-
land,

re to make a

those they are addressing thatto allsw,
the interested partiea who have climbed
on this bandwagon to revert to the astatus
quo will not do, and could lad further
on the road to the total police state,

But the daily dreary slaughter of IRA
man/RUC or other loyalist paramilitary,
the picking off of a 3oldler, is a long
way from the spontaneous riot of Free
Derry; the execution of an informer

the same as a government carrying out
its grisly ritual of legal murder, If

the paramilitaries confined themselves
to killinz each other, like Chicago boot-
leggers of the '20s or gang-killers in
the East End, the people at large might
leave them to get on with it But with
the bombs in pubs and the booby traps
in streets which catch an unfortunate
thazard of war' casualty, does it merit
outright cond<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>