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LITERARY NOTES

THE influence of Proudhon in France

seems to have proceeded in waves
of alternating attention and neglect,
During the latter part of 1848 he was
the most influential independent writer,
but afterwards his reputation suffered a
relative decline until the rise of the
French working-class movement in the
Jast two years of his life. Then, and
for some years after his death. the
doctrines he put forward in such works
as De La Capacité Politiques des Classes
QOuvriéres became the ideological basis
of the Latin sections of the First Inte-
national and played a great part in the
Commune.

Through Bakunin, his influence was
reflected on the early anarchist move-
ment of the 1870's. and when Kropotkin
was accused at Lyons of being the
founder of amarchism. he said {guote
from memory): “That honour belongs
not to me, but to the immortal
Proudhon.”

The next period when Proudhon came
10 the fore was that of the early days
of syndicalism. when his theories greatly
influenced both the genume working-

class militants and the intellectual
theorelicians on the edge of the move-
ment. like Sorel. There was a further

wave of interest after the first. world war
and then, with Marxism in the ascendant,
Proudhon’s ideas sank into the back-
ground. Now, after the second world
war, Proudhon is once again very much
in the minds of French social thinkers,
and these years have brought a great
and extremely interesting series of addi-
tions to the already considerable
Proudhon literature, By no means all
the people who have written on Proud-
hon are anarchists, but there is no doubt
that his revival is connected intimately
with a distrust of centralisation and
state control, whether of the Western or
the Marxist kind, and with a great
interest in federalist ideas of social
organisation.

In this article 1 shall give a brief
survey of the more important books on
or by Proudhon which have appeared
since the war, and shall mention one or
two which, though they were published
before that time, have not received suffi-
cient attention and are still i print

Among biographies the most important

Life to date is Proudhon by Edouward
Do (Gallimard). It is a large and
c isive  work  which contains

hitherto onpublished material on
by Proudhon. Its main fault is its
structural balance and a
by the author to present his
in large undigested lumps of

On the whole, it is a good
rather than the kind of

lack of
1endency
material
guotation.
source book

THE CINEMA

QUR article (FrReepon, 13/10/51) on
the staleness that is besetting the
makers of documentary films is a re-
minder of the freshness and wvinality
which is very often to be found in the
work of amateur film-makers. It is a
great pily that the public so seldom gets
an opporiunity 1o see these films. The
ten best of the 16mm. films in the com-
petition organised by the Amarteur Ciné
World this year were shown at the
theatre of the British Film Institute, and
one of them at least, a realistic study of
juvenile delinquency, made by Enrico
Cocozza, a Glaswegian Italian who
Jectures at the University here, was most
certainly worthy of a very wide audience.
You have pointed out in the past that

people who are nol satisfied with the
films the big distiributing monopolies
choose to exhibi, ought to join or
start local film societies 10 get the films
they wanl 10 see. They ought also 1o
get oulside the run of ‘classical’ films
and get the amateur film-makers 10 come
and show their work, or better still—
start making their own films,

lasgow W.H.
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Mew Hopes for & Changing World
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The o books give in valum
talks by Bertrong
H. Carr w
Jcust earlier this
Twe Cheers for Democracy
M. Forster 21/~
Seventy csanys, articles, lectures
ete., written sinee the publica-
tion of E. M. Forster's Abinger
Harvest in 1936,
Salt and His Circle
Steven Winstein 16/—
A centennry bography of Henry
S. Salt, the friend of Meredith
Cunninghame Graham, Kropot
kin, Williama Morris and Bernard
Shaw.
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Volontd, anarchist review from
Naples, Sept, 1951 I/
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THE PROUDHON REVIVAL IN FRANCE

biography which leave op th ind
really balanced picture of jis s{:.lb?;::’;. 3

Then there is the first volume of La
Vie de Proudhon by Daniel Halévy
(Stock). Halévy shows even less of the
biography which leaves on the mind a
compiled, rather than written. his book
by making the core of it Saint Beuve's
uncomplete Life, prefacing it by a long
preface on Proudhon's vouth, gathered,
partly from unpublished notebooks, and'
giving large appendices to fill in the
gaps i Saint Beuve's work. This
method of presentation is  extremely
patchy, vet the information is all in-
teresting in showing the sources of
Proudhon’s later development, and it
is pleasant to have available once again
the great nineteenth-century critic’s ex-
cellent little pioneer work. Saint Beuve's
comments remind one of Proudhon's
important pesition as a French prose
writer—to which Baudelaire and Flaubert
also paid tribute.

A number of more specialised studies
of espects of Proudhon’s life and work
have also appeared. There is Pierre
Haubtmann's Marx er Proudhon (Econo
mie et Humanisme). a very useful essay
on the personal relationships of the two
men which reveals the roots of their
conflicts and which disposes, with great
judiciousnesss, of the main Marxist
accusations that Proudhon was merely
a bad pupil of Marx. Proudhon et la
Revolution de 1848, by E. Dolléans and
J-L. Puech (Presses Universitaires), is one
of a series of centenary volumes pub-
lished three vears ago. which traces the
role plaved by Proudhon during the
Year of Revolution, when he first be-
came recognised by the French workers
as onc of their most disinterested cham-
pions. Proudhon’s attempts to give the
Revolution a social rather than a poli-
tical trend are discussed and he is
revealed as an incisive and extremely
perceptive critic of the errors by which
that great movement of the people was
brought to nothing by the ineptitude of
the leaders.

Proudhon et L'Europe, by Madeleine
Amoudruz (Domat Montchrestien) con-
centrates on Proudhon as a federalist,
and, with considerable skill, disentangles
the involved strands of his writings on
the Europe of his age. Proudhon made
himself highly unpopular among the
leftists of his day by opposing the uni-
fication of Italy and the erection of a
new Polish Seate; he was led by his
isolation to argue his case with charac-
teristic immoderation, but it cannot be
denied that the record of Italian and
Polish nationalism after the aims of their
patriots had been achieved were of just
such a reactiopary nature as Proudhon
had prophesied. All this Mlle. Amoudruz
discussed very fairly and conyincingly,
and her book serves as a useful intro-
duction to Proudhon's federalist theories
in relation both to his general anarchist
philosophy and also to the international
situation of his day.

An aspect of Proudhon which has been
little discussed in England is his position
as a theoriest on art and literature. His
main works on these subjects, Du
Principe de I'Art and Majorats Littér-
aires, have received scanty altention out-
side France, yet he was one of the first
critics to discuss extensively the social
function of art. his influence on Courbet
was considerable, and his theories seem
to have found at least an echo in those
of Tolstoy on this subjecl. An interesting
study, which appeared during 1937 but
is still available, is Le Réle Social de
I'Art selon Proudhon by J-G, Lossier
(Vrin). It not only discusses Proudhon’s
own ideas, but also compares them with
the ideas of many other theorists on art
of his own and later periods.

A general introduction to Proudhon’s
ideas in relationship to his career is Pour
Connaitre la Pensée de Proudhon by
Georges Guy-Grand (Bordas), particu-
larly useful to English readers since it
deals fully with the great mass of
Proudhon’s work (unfortunately includ-
ing his most interesting and important
books) which have not been translated
into  English. Finally, among these
studies of partial aspects of Proudhon,
there is Henri de Lubac's Proudhon et le
Christianisme (du Seuil), a rather biassed
Catholic work, which under the title of
The Unmarxian Socialisi, appeared in
England some years ago.

Proudhon’s own works have been re-
printed, for the main part, only in
selections, though a few volumes of the

SHY COMRADE PRIESTLEY

There was a woman outside a fish
shop, Pudsey way, who spoke for some
of us. She was onc of those liny in-
domitable women, all bones and fiery
resolution, that you often see in the
West Riding. She was wearing one of
her husband's older caps, and could
have bounced straight into a pantomime.

“An' Ah say." | heard her cry, “ther’s
too much so-and-so government. An’
it'll be just tU'same whichever lot gets in,
Ab told ahr Joe that. A deal too much
so-and-s0 government.”

And only shyness prevented me from
standing her a pound of hake—a
favourite fish round there—for those fine
aparchical sentiments.

—J. B. Priestley, in
News Chronicle, 16/10/51.

excellent collected edition published by
Marcel Riviére before the war are still
available, A selection from his writings
on Christianity, entitled  Portrait de
Jésus and edited by Robert Aron
(“Flore™), has just appeared, and during
1945 two more general collections were
published, La Pensée Vivante de Proud-
hon by Lucien Maury (Stock), a sound
:;nd ,a:?t"cs:ims :;-.Icction. and Proudhon

y Alexandre Marc (Engoff), which is
rather biassed hcmus‘e grﬁg desire to
stress the parallelism between Proudhon
and Péguy.

Saint-Beuve contended that the best of
Proudhon’s writings were to be found in
his correspondence, and there is no doubt
that it is here that the man stands out
in all his complex integrity and that the
key to many of his apparent contra-
dictions can be detected. The great
fourteen-volume edition of his letters,
published during the 1870's, proved a
commercial failure—large]y owing to the
public attitude after the downfall of the
Commune—and specimens  are now
extremely difficult to find. The best sub-
stitute that is at present available to the
general reader is a volume of selections,
Lettres de Proudhon, chosen and edited
by Daniel Halévy and Louis Guilloux,
which appeared in 1929 and has since
been reprinted. 1t is impossible to give
a really adequate idea of the range and
value of Proudhon’s correspondence in
one small volume, but the editors have
done their best and presented a collection
which certainly whets the appetite for
more.

Much Proudhon material is still un-
published, but the gaps are gradually
being filled, and two volumes of the
greatest biographical importance have
appeared during the last five years. The
first, in 1946, was Lettres au Citoyen
Rolland (Grasset), a collection of corres-
pondence with a very close friend during
the years of Proudhon’s exile in Belgium
from 1858 to 1862 (when he fled under
the threat of imprisonment for his
greatest work, De La Justice dans la
Revolution et dans I'Eglise). It was the
period when he wrote Le Guerre et la
Paix, when he thought out his federalist
ideas, when he began to advocate ab-
stention from parliamentary activity of
any kind, and when he became an im-
portant influence on the new movement
of socially conscious workers which
eventually resulted in the First Inter-
national., and these letters are of the
utmost value in elucidating his thought
at this time. The second volume,
Lettres de Proudhon a sa Femme
(Grasset), which appeared only a few
months ago, throws a great deal‘of new
light on his intimate personal life, and
also emphasises once again an aspect of
his thought which fits in rather oddly
with his general libertarianism, and his
somewhat patriarchal attitude towards
women. The loyallest of Proudhon’s
defenders to-day is unlikely to agree with
him on this point, though it can be said,
in explanation rather than justification,
that Proudhon was very near in thls‘rcs-
pect to the militant workers of his time,
as a scrutiny of the curious passages
aboul women in the early records of the

ANARCHISM

NARCHISM is the philosophy and

ideal of individual liberty in human
society. But true individual liberty is not
possible withour economic independence,
and, therefore, the theory and philosophy
of anarchism embrace the ideal of the
economic independence of every indi-
vidual. The conception of individual
liberiy excludes all social domination
and all state coercion; the conception of
economic independence precludes every
jorm of exploitation and all special
privileges.

Anarchism differs from the accepted
basic principles of socialism in that
socialism makes society the provider for
individuals; society through its managers
(more correctly hureaucrats!) will pro-
vide the individuals with all the
necessities of life.  Anarchism, on the
ather hand, strives towards that social
life in which each individual alone or
in co-operation with others, shall be
enabled to provide for himself what-
ever he deems necessary.

Whoever undertakes to  provide for
another must assume the right 1o order
him what he must do and how it must
he done. A society which carries on its
production  through — managers  must
necessarily wield its authority to dictate
to everyone as to where, how and under
what conditions he must do his work for
the benefit of society. In practical life
such an arrangement of ad:lfr.r borders
very closely on slavery, and there is no
scarcity, indeed, of facts and instances,
whether in ancient or in the most
recent types of State Communism, 1o
prove that such is the outcome. Anar-
chism renounces such a social arrang
ment in the name of personal li
:?narrhim ::quinar- xa:nmlvc l
oes the Marxist  Kautsky,
claims that “all thar socialism
offer to the human is |
from starvation”. m
freedom nor

First International will reveal. Teo-day,
the workers have moved forward, and
I think Proudhon’s own attitude can best
be seen as an illustration of the fluid
and unevenly balanced development of
libertarian ideas in those early years.

The wealth of Proudhon material in
France contrasts favourably with uthe
poverty in England. Only a few of
Proudhon's carlier books have been
translated, and none of those which seem
to me the most interesting and import-
ant are among them. De La lustice,
Le Guerre et la Paix, Les Confessions
d'un  Revolutionnaire, Du  Princi
Federatif, De la Capacité Politique des

Classes Ouvrieres, these, g
contain his finest writing

stimulating messages for

and all of them remain unts
unpublished. Even @ &
volume of selections Is UDavVail
so the English student has still

French sources.
little I

In this quest | hope m¥
recent Frc?ach publications m‘ﬂ
some value, | have not indica
prices, since during the past five
the prices of French books have
considerably and those marked On f
own copies are obsolete in mosl ¢
GEORGE W0ODC

Thou Shalt Not . . .

NE of the most solemn moments in

the evolution of authority was that
of the promulgation of the Ten Com-
mandments before the people, prostrate
at the foot of Mount Sinai. All legisla-
tions have adopted this style; all, when
addressing man, employ the formula of
sovercignty—Thou shalt respect thy
representatives and thy officials, whom
the fortune of the ballot or the good
pleasure of the Siate has given thee.
Thou shalt obey the laws their wisdom
has decreed, thou shalt pay faithfully the
taxes they have imposed. And thou
shalt love the government, thy Lord and
God, with all thy heart, and with all
thy soul, and with all thy strength, be-
cause the government knows better than
thyself what thou art, what thou art
good for, and what is good for thee and
has the power to chastise those who dis-
obey its commandments. and to reward,
even to the fourth generation, those who
are agreeable to it.

O. personality of man! Can it be that
for sixty centuries yvou have grovelled
in this: abjection? You call yourself
holy and sacred, but you are only the
prostitute, the unwearied and unpaid
prostitute, of your servants,
priests and of your soldiers.

of wvour
You know

HUMAN NEEDS, by Michsel Graham.
(Cresset Press, 15/-)

HROUGH the eves of a returned

soldier who has fought to save the
world and then finds it not fit to live
in, Mr. Graham (the author of Soil and
Sense) sets out to find what are human
needs. and in this rather oddly written
and discursive book he finds that they
are “dignity, adventure. gaiely, exer-
cise, family, code, tenets, defence, and
goodwill”. He looks at the animal
world to see what are the characteristics
of the animals’ social life, he looks at
human history to see how societies have
destroyed men. He looks at the rearing
of children and sees how it influences
the culture-pattern of societies,

The principal authorities upon which
Mr. Graham draws are Kropotkin's
Mutual Aid and Fields, Factories and
Workshops, Wilfred Trotter's Instincts of
the Herd in Peace and War, Lewis Mum-
ford's Condition of Man, and the anthro-
pological studies of Margaret Mead. The
best thing about his book is the humane
approach which he shares with these
authors, the worst thing is undoubitedly
the queer sketch of an utopia called
“Mandatia™ which ocecurs in Chapter X1,

The sociologist, Charles Madge, has
referred to Mr. Graham’s attitude as “a
gentle and reflective anarchism”™. We
would not go so far as this; he appears,
if we must label him, to be a democratic
idealist, and his thoughts have their
blind spots and loopholes. His book can,

+however. be recommended to those who
think that all's right with the world, as
a starting point to the discovery of what's
wrong,

NEW PERIODICALS

HE American anarchist review Rerort
(Vol. 5, No. 1, Autumn 1951, 2/-)

es n welcome pearance.  This
issue is largely made up of short stories,
ristophanic m by rton,
which discusses the plays of Aristophanes,

Books & Periodicals

What Has Gone Wrong

"'Thg Greeks didn't have a word for
acifism, but they in Aris-

it and you permit it, To be
is to be kept in sight, inspe
upon, directed, law-driven,
enrolled, indoctrinated. pr
controlled, estimated, valued, ©
commanded, by creatures  whi
neither the right, nor the wi

nu

the virtue to do so ... To be |
is to be at every olpcralion. ,
numbered, assessed, licensed, a

admonished, forbidden, refo
rected, punished. It is, under |
text of public utility, and in t
of the general interest, to
under taxation, trained, ransomt
ploited. monopolised, extorted, sg
mystified, robbed; then at the s
resistance, the first word of con
to be repressed, fined, despised, ha
tracked, abused, club d
choked, imprisoned, judged, co
shot, deported, sacrificed, sold,
and to crown all, ed, Tid
outraged, dishonoured. That is |
ment; that is its justice; that’
morality. And to think that the
democrats among us who prete
there is any good government:
who support this ignominy, in {
of liberty, equality and fraterni

—P. 1. ProUDHON (18

Amongst the contents of the Ilaf
number of the Italian monthly anarchi
review Volonmrd (Vol. 5, No. 12, 30|
Scplernbcr._ 1951, 1/-) ame ariicles B
H. Koechlin on The Criticism of Scie
by Ugo Fedeli on The Promised La
(@ study of William Morris),
Economic Review by P. Tagliazucehi
appraisal of the French anarchist m
ment by Giovanna Berneri, and a &
Fosmm on_anarchism consisting of
etters of Camillo Berneri and a letter |
the novelist Vittorini by Carlo Dog

*

The new number of the Jou
Sex Education (NVol. 4. No., 2, OcL:
1951. 2/6) includes articles on “)
Scx!{al Life™ and “Mohammedani
Sex”, book reviews and the
“Questions and Answers", 8
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bW )
WORLD APART
commented not long ago o

E

W accidental irony of th
this autumn from different
two books with the same title,
German concentration camps and
those of Russin. These baoks,
Apart. by David Rousset
Warburg, 9/6) and 4 World'
Gustav  Herling  (Heinen
were discussed in a  recent
Tribune, by Alex Comfort, who

“. . . 1 know of no country
without ceascless nuﬁ?e.
Ve willl; it) prison as an institut
not settle toward same
diﬂ'ﬁl_‘cnt miseries \nd “hum
cording to the countr
cerned, but muntry_,md
humiliations.  The only p {
know what on in ‘
Tisoners. DIIEMW know. wha |
ightened  Penal € LB |
English, are really - '
fuli‘ 0:‘ humane prison o
who s iy
uth sl “unnoubi

B
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