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WORLD STARVATION NOW A|I\11TTED
\« l due l« natural causes, bill lo Ihe price system

I T  IS  no p leasure for thokC w ho have f*>r 
m onths t'f i 'n  » u rn ln i| against the danger 

of (am ine lo *ay. “ I told >«'u n>!M Starvation 
fo r m illions ut  people i* too grim  a prospect - 
N or i» Ihe t «ct ihi.f the I n itcd  .Nation-. Ii.ivc 
now rv ro jn iic tl th e  p«lp*We fuel of in u »  
hunger any guarantee th a t anyth ing  v*ill be 
done about it.

Speaking at th e  I  NO G enera l Assembly on 
l.l  February , E rnest Bevin stated  th.»t in I lie 
first *i» m onth* of 1040 im porting countries 
s. ill require 1 7 .0 0 0 .0 0 0  tons of w heat and 
Hour, *vherea> th e  expected supplv is i'«»- 
m ated  a l only 1 2 .0 0 0 ,0 0 0  ton*. He added 
tha t th ere  w ere good reasons fo r thinking  thiit 
“ th e  deficit will be even large r th an  the
5 .0 0 0 .0 0 0  tons already m entioned.'*

T o  indicate th e  ex ten t of th e  likcl) famine. 
Bevin d ec lare d : MW e are dealing w ith
1 .0 0 0 .0 0 0 .0 0 0  of Ihe w orld population  w ho in

lo  lay oul again for th e  next season. The 
I S. crop  of la«l *c.u.on was a record one. 
iiom m un  *cn*e immediately lells one th a t llii. 
i .  kingularly fo rtuna te seeing tha t Ihe c ro p , in 
S. A u lea  >uul iu India have been poor. But 
eom m on sense and  hunu in it) arc not the 
dom inant factors in capitalist econom y—  th e  
m arket i» th e  out* consideration . And u good 
crop  m eans low ered prices. C onsequent!) the 
I  .V  Secretary of A griculture hu» nlread> sue 
gested th a t c rop  quotas mu> hiive to  be re 
duced next year to  prole cl fa rm  prices. In  
plain te rm s, th is m eans th a t A m erican farm er* 
w ill be encouraged to produce I ess food thi* 
ic iu o n . T his advice was given w hen hurope 
w as already starving, and in to ta l disregard 
ot the chronic fam ine condition* in India and 
C hina .

Why cannot th e  kurp lu t food be given away 
frees1 Because it it w ere,, the price of food

T he S la te , however, th rough  its spokesm en 
til. i Hi * in. |(> rne J, und all th e  rest of them , 
h.is i.. appear to  lo n ec rn  itself w ith  society os 
n si h o le ; olher'v iiv  it oouli] never con linuc (o 
rule. But in laci- uf this w orld wide food 
shortage , ti probl 1 that require* the energies 
of society a> a whole to  *olvc it. all th a t gov- 
crnm cn ts can do i» to  issue appeals to  farm ers 
to grow m ore f« o d | Obviously if it w ere 
economically fe .odde lo r th e  fa rm ers and 
peasant* nf th e  '  r|«J to  grow m ore food th ere  
would be no fam ine. II th e  poverty of the 
w orkers the world over perm itted  of it they 
would buy m ore .nod, and  th e  very faet tha t 
they  could buy, would provide th e  dem and 
w ithout w hich, “ iider capitalism , no *uppl> 
ean  be forthcom ing.

It is useless for Bevin to im pl) th a t the 
causes of the fam ine are  nntural causes—-the 
crop  fa ilures in .South A frica and  Ind ia, f lic

I r u l i i s / r i a l  \ i t f r s

A M ERICAN 1 .1 . BOSSES 
STKI t.t.M*: I*'4bIt I’OW till

J5u.i~  y o u  g i v e
? A e > H  / b o a t—

Tho Amvritan tr«do union movoment Has long 
been a field for th* ttruggloi o( giq«nlic lo«dor» 
with mog«lom«niac ambitioni, and th# moit for* 
midable of th«io h*t b«on John I ,  Ltwif, one#
InsJot of thn pvpudo radical C.I.O.. Ahd Inter of 
th . A m .rlc.n nwn.rv. Th. n..«* ot Phil Murray 
\\m lately teemed to obscure that ol Lewii in tha 
econt actions of the American unions. but » 
•port by tho "Daily E ipran 't"  American coirot- 

pondonl (12/2 46) loemi to indicate that Lcwii 
it playing for a yet bigger game.

"All through tho American strike wave." runt 
tho roport, not a word has boen heard from 
John L. Lowit, tho union bou  who lod a mino 
ttrike nearly eveiy year of tho war. The roason: 
Lewis has other plant.

At the age of 66, ho It plotting to become tho 
moit powerful man in America. Hit strategy it 
to unito diiunitod labour. Hit objective —
15.000,000 worker! to do hit bidding.

Ho hai already achieved the first stop by 
taking his 500,000 minors back into tho Right 
Wing American Federation of Labour. His no«t 
step will bo to win control of the other big 
union body—the Congress of Industrial O rgan
isations.

Then Mr, Lowis will have the job he has 
always wanted—preiidcnt-makor. He espocti to 
win votes for his man by getting higher wages 
for ovoryono."
But will Lewis got there? He is not tho only 

American union foador with political ambitions, 
and thoro teems a general tendency for even those 
who appoar militant in loading strikes to framo 
their policy in such a way as to find favour with 
tho Whit* House and thus advance along the path 
towards the ruling class elite already followod by 
the British union leaders. So John L. may find

there's more than a little competition for the job 
of political fuhrer of American industry.

And he may also find that tha American worker* 
arc getting wive to him and withdrawing thoir 
support from such ta re e 'is t leaders and organisa
tions. Already a revolutionary industrial orga*ite- 
t.on eiistt in America—the I.W.W. It was the 
vanguard of the American workers In the days 
before Lawis and his puppet organisations were 
every heafd of, and it remains a continual chal
lenge to reformat unionism and a nucleus around 
which may form a wide movement of w orlen’

•
On Monday. 11 th February, trouble began again 

at the Merseyside docks, when ten thousand workers 
rofusod to do overtime and stopped work at 
5 p.m.; thoro were 30 ships waiting to be loaded 
or unloaded. Tha reason for their action is that 
large numbers of aiperiencad. dockers are being 
dismissed as redundant, and that it would be 
better lo rainstelo them rather than to do con
tinual ovortimo work. Tho dockers point out thet, 
while they receive t l  18s. Od. for their 8 hours' 
overtimei, such a large part of this goes in income 
tax that it is not worth their while to carry St on, 
especially when othor men are being thrown out 
of work.

Tho men have since returned, on the promise of 
a new system.

•
Laundry workers in Liverpool, Birkenhead and 

Stoko, to the number of several hundreds, have 
gone on strike over the exclusion of a wages in
crease from a tentative agreement between union 
and employers. It Is expected that they will bo 
followod by workers in London laundries.

LABOUR LAW AND ORDER

th e  next few  m onths m ay be faced w ith  
fam ine . . .  I t  is es tim ated  th a t  in E urope 
th e re  are 4 0 .0 0 0 ,0 0 0  people consum ing tin 
average of 1.5(M; ca lo ries  a d ay . T h is is an  
overage figure. M any m illions are below  it, 
an d  it is im possible to  know th e  num ber of 
th o se  w ho are  hungry , in  add ition  to  th e  F a r  
H ast, / t  m usr be  a terriBciU ? Iar£c figure."

We have poin ted  out fo r w eeks now  the 
plight of th e  people of G erm an y  and  C en tra l 
E u ro p e . B idault and  W ellington Koo poin ted  
ou t to  U N O  th e  serious conditions iu F rance 
and  C h in a  respectively . T h ere  can  now be 
no excuses; B tv in  gives 1 .000  millions— half 
th e  population  of th e  w orld— as facing  fam ine. 
F o r m onths G overnm ents have been  try ing  to 
cover u p  th e  starva tion  conditions w h ich  face 
w orkers alm ost everyw here . If th ey  arc 
forced  to  adm it it  now . w e m ay be su re  th a t 
th ey  do no t exaggera te th e  p ic tu re .

I N D I A  A N D  M A L A Y A
In  India it is o fficially  es tim ated  th a t  th e re  

is  a gra in  deficit o f 3 .0 0 0 ,0 0 0  Ions, and th e re  
a rc  no  reserves. In d ian s  arc  ra tioned  to  1 lb. 
o f gra in  a day, and  arc  subsisting  on 1 ,000  
ca lo rics daily— ju st o ver one th ird  of th e  
2 .8 0 0  calorics regarded  by n u tritio n is ts  as 
adequate  to  m ain tu in  health - Ind ians had  th e  
w o rst d iet o f any co u n try  in th e  w orld  before  
Ihc  w a r; yet th e  N ew s C hronic le  s ta tes  th a t 
th e ir  d iet to -day  provides half th e  calories 
th ey  had in p re -w ar days. A rep etitio n  of the 
1 9 4 3  fam ine is expected .

In  M alaya, th e  food situa tion  is d esp era te , 
and  th e  cost nf living is  any th ing  from  5 to 
2 0  tim es th e  p re -w ar level. T h e  position of 
ch ild ren  w as m ade w orse a t th e  beginning  of 
th e  rcoeeupation  by th e  B ritish , because an 
o rd e r  from  L ondon suddenly  cancelled  the 
m eals w hich  had  been  given free  in th e  native 
schools. A n o th er fa c to r w hich  con tribu tes 
to  th e  s tarvation  is  th e  p ricc  o r rubber. T he 
G overnm ent, by nrrongem en t w ith  A m erica, 
has fixed th e  p ricc a t  lO d. p e r lb . A t th is 
p ricc th e  grow ers canno t m ake a p rofit, and 
so " ru b b e r canno t be produced*’. ( M a n ch ester  
G uardian, 1 0 / 2 / 4 6 ) .  T h e  sam e source adds 
th a t  “ labour canno t be got a t th is  p rice  level. 
T o  give native labour even a b are  livelihood it 
is agreed  by all th a t  w ages m ust be th ree  tim es 
th e  pre -w ar level.”  T h ese  observations give 
th e  key to  th e  cconom ie  causes of th e  w orld 
fam ine .

C A P IT A L I S T  E C O N O M IC S  T H E  C A U S E
The d istinguishing fe a tu re  of th e  cap ita list 

system  is th a t  goods arc produced  in  o rd e r  to 
he sold. P roduction  th e re fo re  depends on th e  
ex is ten ce  of a  m arke t, and if  th e re  is no 
m ark e t, if people can ’t buy th e  goods, th ey  
w o n ’t  be produced . N ow here is  th is tru e r  
th a n  in  agricu lture- T he fa rm er o r  peasan t 
h as  to  lay  ou t m oney and lab o u r fo r m on ths 
be fo re  he sells his product and  recoups h im 
self. N ow  if th e  w orkers in general a re  puid 
such  p o o r w ages th a t  th ey  cannot afford  m ore 
th a n  a dead  m inim um  (nnd som etim es no t 
even  th a t )  th e n  th e  fa rm er doesn ’t p roduce 
m ore  th a n  a m inim um  o f  th e  food, fo r he will 
lose h is o u tlay  if  th e  product can ’t  be sold, 
o r  is le f t to  be bought up  by (he governm ent 
fo r less th an  eost.

F u rth e rm o re , if  th e re  is n b u m p er crop, the 
goods flood th e  m ark e t, th e  p ricc fa lls , nnd 
m an y  fa rm ers  o re  ru ined  just because th e  
good c ro p  h as  low ered  prices below Ihc level 
u t w h ich  he ca n  re co v er h is  ou tlay , and begin

offered fo r sa le  .would fa ll still fu r th e r  and  th e  
p rofits o f th e  food producing industry  would 
also fa ll still fu r th e r . To p ro tec t th e  pricc 
o f food— a n d  th is  m eans to  keep  th e  price 
above th a t ut w h ich  m illions of people can  
afford to  buy  it— only tw o  courses ore o p en : 
n o t to  p roduce th e  food in ' ‘ex cess"  in  the 
first place, o r to  destroy  th e  “ su rp lu s"  by 
ploughing crops in , .bu rn ing  w h e at, o r th ro w 
ing fish back  in to  th e  sea. T rices arc  ra ised , 
and  th e  p ro d u c er is ab le to  m ake a p rofit 
(o f te n  only  enough to allow him  to  struggle 
th ro u g h  next s e a so n );  bu t inevitab ly  a large 
sec tion  of th e  population  goes hungry .

G O V E R N M E N T S ' F U T IL E  A P P E A L S
I t  is no t th e  w ickedness of individual cap i

ta lis t p roducers w hich  is a t fau lt. O ften  the 
fa rm ers and  peasan ts  live alm ost on  starva tion  
level. T h ey  arc  a t th e  m ercy  of th e  m ark e t 
— o f th e  cap ita list m ode of p ro d u c tio n . In  
In d ia , it  is exactly  th e  peasan ts w ho provide 
th e  bu lk  of th e  s tarv ing  popu la tion . M odern  
fam ines are  no t due to  an y  “ w ickedness”  on 
th e  p a r t  o f tu c  prim ary' p ro d u cers  ( th o u g h  
w e w ould no t say th e  sam e of th e  m iddlem en 
w ho  hoard  th e  m uch needed  food un til th e y  
can  sell i t  a t ou trageous sca rcity  p r ic e s ) , th ey  
arc  inev itab le  sym ptom s of th e  m ark e t econo
m y of to -day .

G overnm en ts  un d ers ta n d  th e  position  a l
r ig h t;  th a t’s w hy they  offer subsidies, w hy 
th ey  enable re s tr ic tio n ism  to be p rac tised  on 
th e  scale w hich  m akes fam ines possible. T h ey  
a re  ac ting  us one w ould expect th em  to  ac t—  
in th e  in te re s ts  of th e  big concerns involved. 
T h e  S ta te  is th e  executive co m m ittee  of th e  
ru ling  class, and  it is sim ply  u n re alis tic  to  ex
pec t th em  to  ac t in  th e  in te re s ts  o f society 
as it w ho le. In d e ed , i t  is  no t possible for 
any o n e o r  any  single g ro u p  to  ac t on behalf 
o f society  as a w hole. O nly th e  individuals 
w ho com pose society can do th a t, by o rgan
izing them selves in  such  a w ay th a t  th ey  con
tro l econom y d irec tly .

U n ited  S ta tes  hove j ad  a reco rd  crop  fo r tw o 
years runn ing  now , ytnd have am ple reserves. 
W e are  alw ays hearing  about th is “ nge of 
tra n s p o r t" , ab o u t' technical progress having 
estab lished  th e  • effectual unity of th e  w orld , 
nnd so on. U nde r a  ra tio n a l system  of 
econom y crop  fuilurzs in  one p a rt (ev en  if 
th e y  w ere d u e  tu  ir.'tu ra l, instead  of largely 
econom ic causes) could be com p en sa ted  by 
th e  p len ty  e lsew h ere '

W O U L D  S O L U T IO N
T h e  capitalist pr<Ss, bo th  left and  righ t, 

show s itse lf u tte r ly  iacapoblc (P u n w illin g ) to  
realize th e  full e x t #  of th e  prob lem . T he 
T o ry  p apers  groan noput ra tio n  cu ts  and m ake 
an ti-L a b o u r P arty  propaganda ou t of th e  s itu a 
tion . T h e  w orking  class of th is  co u n try  have 
been  nnd  still a re  un d ern o u rish ed . B ut th e re  
is no p roblem  at all h ere  com parab le  w ith  th a t  
in  E u ro p e , o r In d ia , o r C h in a . M eanw hile ,

. th e  L ab o u r press sccjts to  excuse B cvin’s co m 
p le te  fa ilu re  to  m ention  econom ic causcs in 
his survey of w orld food cond itions, by d e 
c laring  th a t  th e  people o f th is  coun try  are 
b e tte r  fed now  th an  th e y  w ere befo re  th e  w ar, 
and  calling fo r a tigh ten ing  of th e  b e lt. As 
if th e  cu ttin g  dow n . on d ried  eggs in  th is 
co u n try  of 4 7  m illions will m ake an y  d iffe r
ence to  th e  lot of, th e  1 ,0 0 0  m illion  w hom  
B evin says are  facing fam ine!

T o  rem edy  an  evil, one m u st look to  its 
cause . T h e  cause of th e  p re se n t fam in e , and  
of th e  ch ro n ic  food shortage of decades past, 
is th e  c a p ita lis t m ode of p ro d u c tio n . Its  
so lu tion  is th e  abandonm en t of th a t  econom y, 
w h ich  ties  th e  producers to  th e  m ark e t w h ich  
dem a n d s sca rc ity  in  o rd e r  to  k ee p  p rices up . 
H u m an  beings nee r' food. A nd  p roduc tion  
m ust be to  supply nilzds— H u m an  needs, not 
m ark e t needs. T h e  ;Veoples of th e  w orld  will 
h av e  to  b re a k  th e  S '.ate p o w e r w h ich  ex ists 
to  d e fen d  th e  n m rk r -  r  y , toni> nnd  th e . h an d 
fu l of cap ita lis ts  w ho p ro itfT ro ih  It be fo re  th e y  
can  p ro d u ce  enough tu  sa tisfy  th e  e le m e n ta ry  
food needs of m en.

jj_ JO L L Y  W O O D  could not have better staged

did the highly publicised po lliid an s o t ••Wcst- 
min«tcr.

'H ie stage was very elaborately set fo r tho 
political farce, produced to  capture the ap p re
ciative applause from  the mesmerised gallery. 
T he se t is intended to  display the b itte rest an i
m osity between the G overnm ent and  the O pposi
tion over a reactionary law. T h e  hero  of the 
piece is supposed to be the Labour P arty  w ith 
the T ories cast as the villains. A s a piccc of 
public en tertainm ent it stinks, bu t as a revelation 
of M askelync political illusion it succeeds. Bevin 
has thum ped the box and  roared his anger, and 
H ogg and  Eden have risen to their roles in  m ag
nificent style.

T h e  whole farce m ight have had  a little more 
success had  not .Mr. H enderston  S tew art, in  his 
broadcast in the “ W eek in  W estm inster”  series, 
revealed tha t although there m ay be considerable 
acrim ony in the debate, in  all h is years in  P a r
liam ent he did not rem em ber such a feeling cf 
friendliness behind the scenes.

U nder the .political g lam our, w hich has draw n 
so m any millions to  tragedy, there is no basic 
disagreem ent between the G overnm ent and  the 
O pposition. O n  all fundam ental issues there is 
unanim ity : unanim ity  on w ar, on finance, on 
constitution, on L aw  and O rder and  certainly 
on the m atter o f labour control. S hou ld  the 
Socialists and  the T ories p a rt com pany on all 
o ther issues (sic) all the rccords show that they 
can \k  trusted  to form  a coalition of ty ranny  to 
sm ash down any  workers’ revolt fo r em ancipa
tion.

W ere it  not fo r the fac t th a t we have become 
accustom ed to the sort o f ballyhoo and  trickery 
accom panying the repeal of this act, we would 
feel little  more than  u tte r disgust and  anger 
tha t these politocrats could dip their delicate 
hands in to  such a slim y period o f w orkers’ be
trayal for a subject to  use fo r self glorification 
and  political advantage.

T h e  h istory  o f -the G enera l S trike should be 
well enough know n fo r th e  w orkers not to ' fall 
fo r the easy in terp retation  p u t fo rw ard  in 
R eynolds N ew s  (3 /2 /4 6 )  in a ttrib u tin g  the sole

There is  blood on your hands Mr. L aw son !
'T T I E  cruel and  id io tic  policy of th e  B ritish  

G overnm en t is driv ing  th e  S panish  A n ti
fascists  in tern e d  at C horlcy  to  tak e  re fuge  in 
m adness an d  suicide. O n th e  11 th  Ju ly , 
1945 , A gustin  S o le r com m itted  suicide a t 
K irkham  C am p. S ince th e n  tw o  o th e r  S p an 
iards have gone in san e . T h e  m ost re cen t 
trag ic  case is th a t  o f E ustag io  B ustos, aged 
5 3  an d  belonging  to  th e  S panish  L ib erta rian  
M ovem en t.

O n M onday, 4 th  F eb ru a ry  E . B ustos dis
ap p e are d  fron t th e  cam p . H e left his m oney, 
h is p ap ers  an d  all his o th e r  belongings behind . 
H is com rades im m ediately  feared  th a t  h e  had 
co m m itted  su ic id e; he h ad  b een  ill fo r som e 
tim e  nnd th e  co n tin u ed  in te rn m e n t had  d riven  
him  in to  a s ta te  of despa ir.

N o th ing  w as h ea rd  of h im  fo r tw o w eeks 
till he w as found  in  S u u d ay , th e  17 th  F e b ru 
a ry , on th e  A nglcznrk  M oors in L an cash ire , 
suffering  from  cvpoK uriyund b u rn t feet. T he 
b u rn s  w ere due to  th e  fac t tha t Bustos, ob 
v iously in  u d e m e n te d  s ta te , had  set fire to 
h is slippers in o rd e r  to  keep  his fee t w arm . 
T h e  au th o ritie s  believe th a t  h e  put his fee t 
n e a r  th e  blaze an d  th e n  lost consciouitiiMS 
nnd so got b ad ly  b u rn t.

H e  w as ta k e n  to  CShorley hosp ita l suffering  
from  s ta rv a tio n  and  shock  as  w ell as exposure 
and  b u rn t fe e t. B stos w as found  by a 
sh ep h e rd  on a bleak  s tre tc h  of th e  m o o rs . 
H e w as lying am ong th e  rocks, sem i-conscious. 
A fte r h is  fe e t h ad  been  b u rn t he had  la in  in 
agony fo r several days. H e  had  to  be ca rrie d  
n m ile by  s trcc lie r u n m  th e  h illside.

H is co m rad es w en to  sec  him  a t th e  bos- 
p itn l and  b rough t hint h is g u ita r bu t h e  w as 
too  ill to  be a llow ed v isitors.

T h u s  a n ew  trag ic  ep isode is added  to  th e  
p a th e tic  sto ry  of th e  S pan ish  a n ti-fasc is ts  in- 
tc rn c d  in  E n g land . L ike h is co m ra d es, 
B ustos h ad  escaped  from  Spain  a f te r  th e  civil 
w a r ;  he had  been  in te rn e d  by th e  V ichy  G ov
e rn m e n t nnd  u se d ...  slave lab o u r by th e  G e r
m an s. H e  w ae " l ib e ra te d "  by th e  A m ericans 
an d  Iinndcd o ver to  |h o  B ritish  a u th o ritie s  w ho 
k ep t him  p riso n er fo r o v er a y ea r. T e n  y ears  
of sufferings, o f p riva tions, o f h u m ilia tio n s , of 
m e n ta l agony. Is it  su rp ris in g  th a t  he should  
h ave gone in san e , tlin t he should  have w a n te d  
to  pu t an  en d  to  his life?

W e charge  th e  ilritivh  G o v e rn m en t, w c 
ch a rg e  M r. L aw son  w ith  th e  c r im e  of d riv ing  
m e n  to  in san ity  an d  d e a th . T h ey  ca n n o t p lead  
ig n o ran c e . I n  le tte rs  to  th e  P ress , in  th e

co lum ns of th is  p a p e r  S p an ia rd s  have w a rn ed  
th e  p ub lic  and  th e  G o v e rn m en t th a t  un less 
th ey  w e re  re leased  th e re  w ould  be m o re  su i
c id es. T h e ir , p re d ic tio n  h a s  com e tru e .

N o t on ly  is E u stag io  B ustos in  d an g e r of 
d e a th  b u t th e  effec t on  h is co m ra d es ea n  only  
be to  add  to  th e ir  d esp a ir . O n e  h u n d re d  and 
s ix te en  o f th em  w a n t to  go b ac k  to  F ran c e  
to  jo in  th e ir  fam ilies . U p  to  n o w  o n ly  tw elve 
h av e  b ee n  sen t. W hy  c a n ’t  a ll th o se  w ho 
w ish  to  go be se n t b ac k  im m e d ia te ly ?  T h e re  
is p len ty  of tra n s p o r t  fo r  business  p eo p le , fo r 
a r tis ts , fo r K ughy p lay e rs , b u t m en  w h o  have 
fo u g h t ag a in st fascism  a r c  le f t to  ro t in  an  
in te rn m e n t cam p .

T h e  o th e r  11 0  m en  w h o  w a n t to  s tay  in 
th is  co u n try  m ust he allow ed  to  do so. T he 
F ree d o m  D e fen ce  C o m m ittee  is m ak in g  a las t 
effo rt to  o b ta in  th a t  th e y  a rc  n o t sen t back . 
I t  Is ca lling  a  m ass m ee tin g  a t th e  H o lb o rn  
H a ll on th e  2 rtth  M a rc h , at 7 p .m .. w h e n  
p ro m in e n t sp ea k ers  w ill exp ress  th e ir  p ro te s t .

W e ask  yo u  to  do  ull you  can  to  m ak e  y o u r 
in d ig n a tio n  h e a rd  an d  lo  re d ress  th e  svrongs 
d one by th e  B ritish  G o v e rn m en t to  th e se  m en . 
M r. L aw so n  has th e  b lood  of S p an ish  a n ti
fascist*  on  h is h an d s  b u t if w e do  n o t o b ta in  
t h e ir  freed o m  w c  shall a ll sh a re  th e  b lam e .

responsibility for the "Blackleg?’ C h arte r”  on lo
-r  j r  9,-j '  i .v rn c ?

lo r  the G enera l S trike . Baldwin, eg*M  ‘»n by 
C hurchill and B irkenhead thought to  *cizc the 
opportun ity  to cripp lc the T rades U n ions and 
weaken the L abour P arty" .

T h e  prim ary  responsibility  fo r this act clearly 
rests with the T .U .C . and  the I-abour bosses, 
who were guilty  of the most flagrant betrayal 
th a t has continued righ t down through the fol- • 
lowing 19 years. TTie betrayal has been no 
cotnplctc, and the workers* established righ ts so 
subordinated to the careerism of the T .U . and 
L abour p lutocracy tha t the im plication seen by 
Reynolds N ew s  in  th e  T rad es  D ispute Act is little 
more th an  a m ild joke.

T ru e  it  is tha t the Baldwin government placed 
the Act on the S ta tu te  Book, bu t the Tories 
did no more than  confirm  the duplicity  of the 
T .U . officials and  placate the capitalists.

T h e  w orker, living in his shabby su rro u n d in g s 
experiencing the effects of poverty and  economic 
explo itation , born in  suppression and  reared  in 
a hom e where the continual struggle for the 
w herew ithal to live goes on  unceasingly, cares 
little  for th e  S ta tu te  Book and  the C onstitu tion  
when he engages in  the battle  fo r bread  against 
the robbing ru ling  class. T h e  fact that the 
P eers, and  industrial B arons, w ith  the T .U . 
officials and C ab inet M inisters receiving their 
huge salaries, discuss the illegality  of strikes, 
leaves him  pre tty  cold.

T o  the w orker, the righ t to strike is as funda
m ental as his righ t to breathe. T h a t righ t will 
be cxerciscd w hen conditions drive h im  to  action. 
It a lters no th ing  th a t really  m atters in  a d ispute, 
th a t laws have been passed, or acts have been 
repealed. Poverty , sym pathy  o r aggravation 
canno t be m ade legal o r illegal by the decision 
o f* the usurpers in  P arliam ent. T h e  false posi
tion  o f the politician is clearly revealed over the 
recent dock strike. A lthough the dockers broke 
scores o f law s— all the peace-tim e legislation plus 
the m uch more s tringen t w ar laws— th e  lawyers 

‘ and  politicians d id  no t dare b rin g  any  of these 
dockers before the courts , any  m ure th an  the 
T o ries, L iberals o r  Socialists w ould have risked 
using  th e  T rad es  D ispu te A ct in  an y  of the 
hundreds of strikes in  the past 19 years. T he 
w orkers can ex ist w ithout th e  law , bu t the 
ru lers cannot.

I t  is significant th a t the only occasion th a t  the 
T ra d es  D isp u te  A ct w as every used w as by the 
m an w ho thundered  hypocritically  against it  the 
m ost. I n  1<>43 E rn e st B evin used it aga inst the 
pow erless T ro tskyists.

A s the dockers m ade the governm ent, th e  laws 
and  the T .U .C . look rid icu lous, so again  in  arty 
in d u str ia l d isp u te  th e  m ost th a t  th e  L ab o u r 
governm ent an d  the T .U .C . could  hope for 
w ould be to  hide beh ind  th e  arm y  an d  streng th 
ened police force, and  sm ash dow n th e  worker* 

ru n d e r the fan tastic  constitu tion  a n d  legal syvtera.
(con iinued  on f s  I)
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T h e  P a rb a m rn ia ry  leaders  th o u g h t th ey  could  
m «« i h r  »ruat»or> h r  vending p reach e rs  mu* ihc 
ranks, N il rev ivalist p reach in g  * • *  lirra ied  a « J

rfm ppd tr’in rn u  the soldiers v e r t  acrualiv *«• 
perverwing. The discoetm t of ihe soldiers and 
the in r f tn c n o ' of most o f ihe parliamentary 
kader* resulted in a icries ot disasters which 
a t i  halted only after Cromwell anti ihe I r

ai buur
ousted the aristocratic me/fcciuali bkc 

B H M « lru m  command and formed a <*>«■/* t a 'tlu*  
ot middfc*claaa cavalry, ihe Iioruide*, »h»  
proved henceforth the dynamic ls«rce ot ihc N e* 
M odel Army and enabled Cromwell to win the 
d r o m e  victooes of Mar*ton M oor in 1644 and 
N'ssebv in IMS

T he Independent* differed frocn the Presby
terians in that they wished lo re p k er a centrai- 
iaed church by self-governing congregations. In 
effect, they were just a i ruthless and more effi
cient in their pu rtm t of exploitation and power, 
and fu s t a» h o t o k  to the small tradevmen, 
peasants and srage-earmng d a u r v

Thu* Cromwell's v ictories while they term i
nated the m ajor siruggk  agam*i ihc king* 
forces, did nothing to assuage the discontent 
within the army, which, indeed, tam e to a head 
at the end of hostilities, when the men were still 
kept under arm*, without pay which had been 
overdue for month*.

Rue Of The Levellers
By 1645 the discontent both in the array and 

among the w orkrn  in the due*  wai beginning to 
find clear expression in ih* writing* of a number 
of pam phleteers, like LiJbum e, O verton, Wal- 
wyn, and a num ber of anonymous author* Out 
of the activities of these w n trr i and from the 
mjvery of ihe common soldiers a ro te eventually 
the Leveller m ovtm eni, which for a time proved 
the great menace to the C rcraw tlhon  dictator
ship.

T he realisation that the leaden  did not in 
tend lu give the liberties they had prom ised wa* 
now becoming evident to  all. L tlburne warned 
the people.

"T herefore look about you betimes and give 
not occasion to curse you, fur m aking them 
ik v es  by your covetousness, cowardly base- 
netie xnJ  faint-heartednesse; therefore up as 
noe man and in  a just and kgall way call 
tho«e to  account t im  endeavour to  destroy 
and betray your liberties and Free domes.”
In  the year 1646, although the organised 

movement had *ull not take *hapc, the G ov
ernm ent already realtse* the dangers it fac^d. 
in d  ff tb n p ie d  to Jca l witn the more vocal reprc- 
tentatjves of popular discontrr.i by im prisoning 
L ilbum e and  O vrrton. B ut this act merely had 
the effect of incensing the people in to  mass 
protests an d  causing a fu rthe r flow of pam phlets 
and  petitions which took an  even more intransi- 
gean: and accusing attitude towards Parliam ent. 
O ne o f these, A  R tm c m tr jn c t  o f M a n y  Thou- 
tand  C itiz tn t ,  t a p  b luntly :

"Y ee are rich and abound in goods and 
have need of nothing, but the afflictions of the 
poore, your hunger-starred  brethren, you have 
n o  compassion fo r .”

A nd Overton, in A  D tfia n c t agahtit A l l  A rb it
rary Uttar potion: or E ncroachm tnlt, shows at 
least some coasbouiners of the class nature of 
society and the m ethods of government w hen he 
aayi:

“ S uch  hath  been the m isterious subtility 
from  generation to generation of those cunning 
usurpers whereby they have driven on their 
tricked designer of ty ranny and arb itrary  
dom ination under the fa ir , specious, deceitfull 
pretences of L iberty  an d  Freedoms that the 
poore deceived people are even (in a m anner) 
bestiallized in their understandings, become so 
stupid and grossly ignorant of themselves and 
o f their own natural! im m unities and  strength 
w h*rt» ::h  G od by n atu re  b ath  cnrichcd them 
th at they a r t  even degenerated from  being 
men.*'

The Agitator*
In  1647 the movement of d iscontent moved 

towards a crisis, and the rank  and file soldiers 
began to  organise themselves in to  a revolutionary 
force. T h e ir  demands frightened parliam ent, 
which attem pted to disband the arm y and  ^end
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pressed blu
Saxby, few instance, rrmarhc;

‘ ‘ fur th<nc ends
ihotc u h u h  

caused us to go through diffioiliies and sirails 
an.1 to  venture all in ihc ship ssith you It 
had been gsxid in you to  have ads’cruscd us of 
it and I believe you woul.l have had fewer 
under your command to  co n tro l/’

Rainl>vruuffh was even more to the point.

ImhhI R io l.s  In  16*18
D uring 1648 therv was r t i x w d  rim ing u 

varsous parts of ih r country, and ihe living con 
itilions of the p co p k  grew t(,«d ily  svnrse, bcinj

W ithin the army Crmnw«-ll,» stiong acn 
caused a tem potary acthack m  the ra th ia l influ 
tnces. but the U v e lk s s  were still a m cnate ii 
the ranks, and were developing iheir o o t s u  
with the navy, and, even m ore, with the towns 
p eopk  and peasants.

GEO RC.i: W O O D C O C K .
(T o  he turhluJcJ)

W l f A I 'S  f i l l  A NSW I M ?

F R A N C K
n b s u s t

id

.-f the woekert. A:mong the
unions on litants of thin revolution!try  section
the nrcc% u  being discussed of
tht rri' * lv«ii lroiii that central organisailion w h i ih
capitalism has entirely  tamed T h u is forcibly
express? 1 by tlicir organ t-a iLilaillt S y n d u a tim .

I h r  Vi ench anarchists, after their fusion in
a single org«. m sation, are growing constantly
stronger with new contingents of comrades.
T h e if pciriodic:al h i  l.th trta ire  is i<tsucd each
tim e with f f c i iter vigour and  fighting; spirit.

Will rrur r/wn brhas i-mr confirm that the |>av- 
*4onat> appeal in tru th , flis'Ke and reaped  h x  
the supreme dignity of httnwfi conackisct aJ»a>‘ 
belong* lo  ihe «>j-,p«nen and the p e m tu te d P  So 
recently set h r :  from  ihe h -'-’iU tyranay , are 
we going to b<na in from  of ib r  re c a lle d  law 
according lo which any p o p u k r  mi/vement be
gins as d liberation m u H tw rU an<l ends in 
new forma r4 slavery r F rom  vktim s of an  era 
«if arb itrary  force shall we end by being in  tu rn  
the persecutors?

Ignaou  S ilcfv , I I  Hit
Rome, 2 2 /J /4 5 .

ANARCHISM ANI» T llli LABOUR MOVEMENT
T he follow in f  i .  the firat p art of an  a r tic k  w hich the 

g rrn l llaliMii A narchist. M ala te tln . contrihsitcd to  I r ic d n m  
in N ovem ber 1907. It* ana ly tla  of th e  part A n a reh k ta  c«o 
1'la* in I be la b o u r  m o»cm enl i* %lill valuable K»-do>, w han
>« orker* are aeriooslv c o n c cn n  d w ith  th e  fu ture of th e  Truck
I 'n in m  as mean* of w orking class ac tion . Indeed , M alatcata * 
vk**i have been all too  aadly confirm ed by th e  h istory o f the 
o rg a n k ed  L abour M ovem ent.

•k 'k ★
T h e  question of the position to be taken in relation to the 

Labour movement is certainly one of the greatest importance 
to  A narchists.

In  spite of lengthy discussions snd  of varied experiences, 
a com pkte accord has not yet l>een reached— perhaps because 
the question docs not admit of a complete and  ̂perm anent 
solution, owing to  the different conditions and changing circum 
stance! in which we carry on the struggle.

I believe, however, that ou r aim  may suggest to us a
criterion oI conduct applicable to  the diffotcnt contingcncics.

We desire the m oral and material cles-ation of all m en; we 
wish to  achieve a revolution which will give to  all liberty 
and  well-being, and we arc convinccd tha t this cannot be done 
from above by forcc of law and decrees, bu t m ust be done by 
the conscious will and  the direct action of those who desire it.

We ne<d, then, more than  any  the conscious and  voluntary 
co-operation of those who, suffering the m ost by the present 
social organisation, have the greatest interest in the Revolution.

Action B ette r Than Preaching
I t  does not suffice fo r us— though it is certainly useful and 

ncccssary— to  elaborate an  ideal as perfect as possible, and to 
form  groups for propaganda and  fo r revolutionary action, vt c 
m ust convert as fa r as possible the mass of the workers, bccausc 
w ithout them  we can neither overthrow  the existing society nor 
reconstitute a new one. A nd since to rise from  the submissive 
state in which the great m ajority  of the proletarians now 
vegetate, to a conception of A narchism  and a desire fo r its 
realisation, is required an  evolution which generally is nqi passed 
through under the so k  influence of the propaganda; since _the 
lessons derived from  the facts of daily life are more efficacious 
than  all doctrinaire preaching, it  is fo r us to  take an  active part 
in the life of the masses, and to use all the m eans which circum- 
stanccs perm it lo  gradually  aw aken the sp irit of revolt, and to 
show by these facts the path  which leads to  em ancipation.

A m ongst these m eans the L abour movem ent stands first, 
and  we should be wrong to neglect it- In  this movement we 
find num bers of workers who struggle fo r the am elioration of 
their conditions. T h ey  m ay be m istaken as to the aim  they 
have in view and as to  the means of attain ing  it, and  in o u r view 
they generally arc. B ut a t least they no longer resign them 
selves to  oppression no r regard it as just— they hope and  they 
struggle. W e can more easily arouse in them  th a t feeling of 
solidarity towards their exploited fcllow-workcrs and  of hatred 
against exploitation which m ust lead to a definitive struggle 
for the abolition of all dom ination of m an over m an. W e can 
induce them  to claim more and m ore, and  by means more and 
more cncrgetic; and so we can train  ourselves and others to 
the struggle, profiting by victories in order to  exalt the power 
of union and of direct action, and  bring forw ard greater claims, 
and profiting a h o  by reverses in order to learn the necessity 
for more powerful m eans and for more radical solutions.

Again—  and  this is not its least advantage— the L abour 
m ovement can prepare those groups of technical w orker, who 
in the revolution will take upon themselves the organisation 
of production and exchange for the advantage of all, beyond 
and against all governmental power.

B ut with nil these advantages the L abour movement lias 
it* drawbacks and its dangers, of which we ought lo  take account 
when it is a question of the position tha t we a t A narchists 
should take in it.

in creating, chiefly in  P rin c e , a new movement which, under 
the name of "R evolutionary S y n d ic alk m /’ *ccV'. to o rg tn isc the 
workers, independently of all bourgeois and political influence, 
to  win their em ancipation by the direct action of the wage-•'laves 
agairiM the m asters.

T h a t is •  great step in advance; hut we must not rs&Kgerate 
its reach and im agine, as some com radci seem to do, m at wc 
•.hall reali«e A narchism , a t  a m atter of course, by the p ro 
gressive development of Syndicalism.

livery institution has a tendency to extend its functions, to 
perpetuate itself, and to  become an end in it*elf. It is not 
surprising, then, if those who have initiated the movem ent, and 
take the most prom inent part therein, fall in to th r habit of 
regarding Syndicalism as the equivalent of A narchism , or at 
least as the supreme m eans, that in itself replaces all other 
means, for its realisation. But that makes it the more necessary 
to avoid the danger an d  to  define well our partition.

Syndicalism, in spite of all the declarations of its m ost 
ardent contains in  m : \ i ,  by i!k  very natu re of :t-

L ab o u r movements in the past. In  effect, being a movement 
which proposes to defend the present interests of the w orkers, it 
m ust necessarily adapt Itself to  existing conditions, :ind take 
in to  coniidcration interests which come to the fore in society as 
it exists to-day.

N ow , in so fa r as the interests of a section of the workers 
coincide with the interest o f the whole c)as«, Syndicalism  is in 
itself a good school o f solidarity; in  so fa r as the interests of the 
workers of one country  arc the same as those of the workers in 
o ther countries, Syndicalism  is a good m eans of fu rthering  
international brotherhood; in so fa r as the interests of the 
moment arc no t in contradiction with the interests of the 
fu tu re , Syndicalism  is in Itself a good p repara tion  fo r the 
Revolution. B ut un fortunately  this is not always so.

H arm ony of interests, solidarity am ongst all m en, is the 
ideal to which wc aspire, is the aim  for which we struggle; but 
tha t is not the ac tual condition, no m:>rc between m en of the 
same class than  between those of different classes. T h e  rule 
to-day is the antagonism  and the interdependence of interests 
a t the same tim e: the struggle of each against all and of all 
against each. A nd there can be no other condition in a society 
where, in conscqucncc of the capitalist system of production—  
th a t is to say, p roduction founded on monopoly of the m eans of 
production and  organised in ternationally  fo r the profit o f indiv- 
dual employers— there arc, as a rule, more hands th an  work 
to  be done, and  more m ouths than  bread  to  fill them .

C ontradictions F o r T he Individual
I t is impossible to  isolate oneself, w hether as an  individual, 

as a class, o r as a nation, since the condition of each one depends 
m ore or less directly on the general conditions of the whole of 
hum anity ; and it is im possible to  live in a true  state of peace, 
because It is necessary to  defend oneself, often even to  attack , or 
perish.

T endency T o D egenerate
C o n n an t experience in all countries shows tha t Labour 

m ovem ents, which always commcnce as movements of protest 
and  revolt, and  arc anim ated at the beginning by a broad spirit 
of progress and  hum an fratern ity , tend very soon to degenerate; 
and in proportion as they acquire strength , they become cgoistic, 
conservative, occupied exclusively with in terests immediate and  
restricted, and  develop w ithin themselves a bureaucracy which, 
as in  all such csse t, has no o ther object than  to strengthen and 
aggrandise itself.

J t is th is condition of things that has induced m any comrades 
to  w ithdraw  from  the T ra d e  U nion movem ent, and  even to 
com bat it  as som ething reactionary and injurious. B ut the 
resu lt has been tha t ou r influence dim inished accordingly, and 
the field was left free to  those who wished to  exploit ^he 
movem ent for personal or p a rty  interests that had nothing in 
common with the cause of the w orkers' em ancipation. Very 
soon there were only organisations w ith a narrow- spirit and 
fundam entally  conservative, o f w h ith  the K nglkh  T rade Union* 
are a type; o r else Syndicates w h k h , under the influence of 
politicians, m ost often "Socialist,"  were only electoral machines 
fo r the elevation in to  power p i  particu la r individuals.

H appily , o ther com rades thought that the L abour m ove
m ent always held in itte lf  ■ sound principle, and th a t ra ther 
than  abandon it to  the politicians, it would be well to undertake 
the task o f bringing the unions once more to the work of achieving 
their original aim , and of gaining from  them  all the advantage* 
they offer to the A narchist cause. A nd  they  have succeeded ERRJCO MAIATESTA

T h e  interest o f each une is to tecurc em ploym ent, and  a t  a 
consequence one find* himaelf in an tagonism -—!./., in com petition 
— with the unem ployed of one 's  country and the im m igrant! from 
other countries. liach  one desires to keep or to -.ecure the best 
p k e e  again*! workers in ihe -im e  trade; it is the interest a t 
each one lo  sell dear and  buy cheap, and  consequently a* a 
producer he finds him w If in conflict with all consumer*, and 
again as consum er find* himK-lf in  conflict w ith all producers.

U nion, agreem ent, the solidarity ••ruggk  against the es- 
P loiterv— these things can only obtain to-day in to far a i  the 
\*orker», anim ated by the conception of a superior ideal, learn to  
sacrifice exclusive and pcraonal interests to  the com m on interevt 
r.f all, the interests of the mom ent lo the interests o f the fu tu re ; 
and  this ideal of a society of solidarity, o f justice, of b ro th er
hood, can only be realised by ihe destruction / done in defiance 
of all legality, of existing institutions.

T o  offer to the workers th ii ideal; to  pu t the bm ader 
interests of the fu tu re  before those narrow er and  im m ediate; to 
render the adaptation  to  p resen t conditions im possible, \t, work 
ah*"iv" fn r  th r  f H r - i i n n  ifr tt -
will accom plish the Revolution— these are the o bkets  we as 
A narchists should strive fo r both in  an d  out of the Unions.

T ra d e  U nionism  cannot do th ii, o r can do bu t l in k  o f i t ;  it  
has to rcckon w ith present interests, and these interests are r»^t 
always, a la i! those of the Revolution. If jpust not t<»> far 
exceed legal bounds, and it m ust at given m om ents trea t with 
the m asters and  the au thorities. It m ust concern itself srith 
the interests of lections of the w orkers ra the r than  the interests 
o f the public, the in tere its  o f the U n io n * - ra th e r th an  the 
interests o f the ma»s of the workers and  the unem ployed. If  it 
does not do this, it has no specific reason fo r existence; it would 
then  only in d u d c  the A narchist*, o r at m ost the Socialists, and 
habituate to  the s tru g g k  the nus<*t that lag behind.

Besides, since the U nions m ust rem ain open  to  all those who 
desire to  win from  the m asters better condition* of life, w hat
ever their opinions m ay be on the general constito ticn  of *odcty, 
they are n atu ra lly  led to  m oderate their asp ira tions, first w> th at 
they should not frigh ten  aw ay those they w ith  to  have with 
them , and  next because, in proportion  as  num bers increase, those 
w ith ideas who have in itia ted  the movem ent rem ain bu ried  in 
a  m ajority  th a t i t  only occupied w ith the petty  interests of the 
moment.

Institutional C orruption
’ITjus one can tec developing in  all U nions, th a t have rcached 

a cenain  position of influence, a tendency to  assure, in  accord 
w ith  ra th e r than  against the m asters, a privileged s itua tion  for 
them selves, and  so create d ifhcultks of en trance fo r new 
m em bers, and  fo r the adm ission of apprentices in the factories; 
a tendency* to am ass large funds th a t afterw ards they  are afraid  
of com prom ising; to  seek the favour o f public  pow ers; to  be 
abforbed , above a ll, in  co-opcration snd  m utual benefit schemes; 
an d  to  become a t la i t  conservative elements in society.

A fte r having stated  th is, it seem ' c k a r  to  roe tha t the 
Syndicalist movem ent cannot replace the A narch ist m ovem ent, 
and  that it can serve as a m eans of education  an d  of revolu
tionary  prepara tion  only if it is acted on  by the A narchistic 
im pulse, ac tion , and  criticism .

A narchism  Se|v,iratc F rom  Syndicalism
A narchists, then , ought to abstain  from  identify ing  th em 

selves w ith the Syndicalist m ovem ent, an d  to  consider a* an  aim  
that w hich is bu t o n e  of th e  m eans of p ropaganda and  of action 
tha t they can utilise. T h ey  should rem ain in  the Syndicate* as 
elem ents giving an  onsrard  im pulse, and  strive to  mak.- o f them  
as m uch as possible instrum ents of com bat in  view of th e  Social 
R evolution. T hey  should work to  develop in the Syndicates all 
tha t which can augm ent its educative influence sn d  its cera- 
bativcneis,— the p ropaganda of ideas, the fu rc ib k  Mrike, the 
sp irit o f proselytism , the d istrust sn d  h atred  o f  the au thom scs and 
of the politicians, the p ractice of solidarity  towards individuals 
and groups in  conflii* with the m asters. T h ey  should cocnbat all 
tha t which tends to  render them  eg o u n ic , pacific, c 
professional pride a n d  the narrow  sp irit of the _ 
body, heavy c itn iriou tion t an d  th r  accum ulation  cf invevsed 
cap ita l, the service o f benefits and  nf s*surance, confidence :n 
the good offices of the S la te , good re la tionsh ip  vm h m asters, the 
appo in tm en t of bu reaucratic  officials, p a id  and  pcrm anrru

O n  these conditions the partic ipa tion  of A narchist*  m  the 
L abour m ovem ent will have good re su h a, b u t on ly  on these 
conditions.

T hese tactics will som etimes ap p e ar to  b e , an d  rven  m ay 
really  be, h u rtfu l to  the im m ediate in terests of some 
but th a t does no t m atter w hen it is a question  of th e  , 
cause,— th a t is lo  say, of the genera I and  perm anent im ere ti*  o t 
h um anity . W e ce rts in ly  w ish , » h ik  tra ittn g  f t*  the R evolution, 
to  w rest from  G overnm ents an d  from  em ployers as m uch  liberty  
a n d  wellbeing as p u tu b le ; b u t we w ould  not coanpromi** the 
fu tu re  for tom e m om entary  advantages, w hich hem drs are c*ten 
illu io ry  or gained a t  the expense of o th e r w orkers

1-et us bew are of ourselves. T h e  erro r of having  abandoned 
the L ab o u r m ovem ent h as  done an  im m ense in ju ry  io  A m rd u s fn , 
bu t a t least it leaves un altered  the <h*tnvtivc character

T h e  erro r of confounding  the A narch ist itw esn rr* . srith  
T ra d e  Un»oni*rn w ould be still more grave T h a t will h ap p e n  
to  us w hich happened  to  the S o d a l I W i c r a t s  as w o n  a t  thev 
went in to  the Parliam en ta ry  struggle. Thev gained in  m m ierica l 
lo rce , b u t by becom ing each day k ? i  S o c ia lis ts . W e also  
would become m ore num erous, b u t wv should ccaac to  be 
A narch ist.

E. MALATESTA.
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Tin * M inos \ n tio ii3i lisa lion H ill
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iuiv.cn s true im « c « s  m relation to  coal.
A; ihc risk ot bein$ suspected of be&bourios; 

the p u k in g  carcass o t ihc proverbial dead don
key* it shouM be sufficient to rev's!! that, on tho 
technical sids alone* the majority ot reports, 
inhumes and commissions on various aspects of 
the coa! problem since 1^14 have, beyond any 
shadow o< doubt, condemned the T o o - ideals, 
e i  "tree" enterprise, of private ownership and

It did not require the tragicomedy o: a General 
Election to make known the views of the working 
class in this country, who have long desired the 
common ownership ot all things, including the 
raine*. a desire »h;ch has in fact been prevented 
fr'-'tn realisation by the suppression, frustration 
and diversion practiced by their Labour and 
T .U . "leaders".

T h e  only  r a l l y  genuine consideration o f. and 
effective opposition to , th e  G overnm en t’s plan 
fo r N a tiona lisa tion  of th e  p its , m ust com e from  
w ith in  the ranks e :  the w orking  class m ovem ent, 
w hose tru e  interests the G overnm en t, like the 
so-called O pposition , falsely claim s to  represent. 
T h is  au th e n tic  criticism  o f th e  pow ers th a t be 
finds its expression in  its d e a re s t  fo rm  in  the 
v iew poin t of A narcho-syndicalism , w hich alone 
can estab lish  a w orkers' case against state con
tro l. I t  is no t surprising  to find hostility  am ong 
the m in e rs  who are trad itionally  m ilitan t w orkers 
a n d  independent th inkers, to  th e  N a tionalisation  
B 3L  I :  is . therefore, as a m iner a ttem p tin g  to 
in te rp re t th e  confused and  officially m isled f e e l '  
ings or these  w ho a re . re la tive ly  speaking, m ost 
d irectly  affected by  th e  n ationalisation  of the 
coal ind u stry , nam ely, th e  m iners, th a t I w ish to  
exam ine the proposals o f the governm ent.

A fte r m any years o f ag ita tion  by the m iners 
- fn r  the rejection of p riva te  ow nership and  con

tro l, represented  by the syndicalist m iners’ move
m ent of 1911-12 (See T h e  M inerr ’ N e x t  S tep )  
an d  th e  dem and. T h e  M in es  fo r  tke  M iners , the 
m ilitan t m ine workers have now  been led to 
believe by  their p o litically  aspiring U n ion  bosses 
th a t th rough  nationalisation  there w ould come 
th e  realisation o f  the m iners’ age-old dem and fo r 
W orkers ' contro l. M an y  m iners are now  begin
n ing  to  see and  p o in t o u t th a t no th ing  could be 
fa r th e r  from  th e  tru th . I n  a prelude to  the 
second reading  o f th e  B ill, the M inister o f Fuel 
a n d  P ow er. S h in w ell,^o p e n ly  adm itted  in  a 
o e e c h  given to  a m eeting o f colliery an d  union 
representatives in  G lasgow , on the 17th January , 
m a t "N a ticn a lisa u o n  is  no t prim arily  to  benefit 
the m iner 1'.  T h is  statem ent alone should serve 
u 3 the m iners ' yardstick w hereby they m ay 
m easure the sincerity of the L ab o u r leaders’ p ro
mises fo r great benefits under nationalisation. 
W h at o th e r section  of th e  com m unity is entitled

com plete reorganisation of the m ining industry, 
if  no t the m iners w ho have given, are giving 
-n d  will give their  very lives in  hundreds yearly, 
du ring  th e  course of th e ir productive efforts? 
N o , despite all the official soft soaping, i t  is 
ap p a ren t th a t the industrially  m artyred  m iner 

ill continue to  be sacrificed— in th e  p ast at the 
behest o f colliery owner*— now by S ta te  decree.

T u rn ing  to the G overnm ent’s proposals, wc 
learn  tha t a N a tiona l C oal Board is to  be set 
u p , th a t this B eard  will be made up  solely of 
technicians, coal expert', ari2 specialists and will 
be em powered to  deal w ith  th e  w hole of the 
industry . A tribunal will also be b rought into 
b ring  to  decide upon “ fa ir com pensation fo r the 
colliery owners” .

I t  is interesting to  note th e  adm ission by the 
L ab o u r spokesmen th a t the scheme fo r national-

revicwitig
a n d  condem ning th e  past chaos In the m ining 
industry , the com m ittee recom m ended drastic 
c h a n g e  in contro l an d  adm in istration , and  advo
cated the fu rth e r m echanisation o t th e  industry , 
the co m p u te  rep lann ing  ot underg round  haulage, 
etc .. and  w here possible th e  electrification of pits. 
T h e  G overnm en t has apparen tly  adopted  the 
re p o rt, w hich w as originally  in tended  us a 
recom m endation to be applied u n d er capitalism , 
to m eet the needs an d  requirem ents o f S ta te 
C apitalism .

T o  th e  w orking m iner this re p o rt is, because 
o f its effort in trying to  sh ift som e of the 
blam e to r  the state o t the coal industry  on  to 
th e  m iners an d  dem anding ‘p roper discipline’ in 
the m ines and  trade unions, a classic exam ple o f 
the sorry condition o f the technic ian  cu t off from  
the w orkers. T h is  unhealthy  divorce of techni
cian and  w orker is created m ainly by v irtue of 
th e  technic ian 's  tendency tow ards m anagerialism , 
:.c. the assum ption  of executive functions and by 
th is m eans becom ing p a rt and parcel of the con
tro lling  pow er, thus creating w ithin the industry  
an  “ elite"  governing body. In  th is detachm ent 
o f  technician and  w orker m ay be found  the 
cause of countless everyday instances of technical 
schemes and  im provem ents going astray , som e
tim es w ith  disastrous effects, w hen pu t into p ra c
tice in  the pits.

T h e  schemes, then , show fau lts  w hich would 
have been obvious a t  a glance by one who had 
any  practical experience in m ining. In  the im 
plem enta tion  of the R eid R eport it m ay be easily 
recognised th a t the G overnm ent has no t “ p rim ar
ily*’ th e  interests of the m iners in  m ind, when 
it announces its in ten tion  to  speed up  the large- 
scale m odernisation an d  m echanisation of the 
m ines. T h e  aim s of the G overnm ent are  to 
be concerned w ith  the raising of th e  coal p roduc
tion level in  order to m eet the industrial needs 
of the country , so th a t the increased ou tp u t of 
the factories m ay meet the dem and fo r increased 
exports. A ll th is, no  doubt, is necessary, ap a rt 
from  other reasons, fo r the paym ent of interest 
and  dividends on G overnm ent bonds issued as 
com pensation to  ex-shareholders of th e  national
ised industries.

T h e  m ining com m unity to a m an  is opposed 
to  com pensating the colliery ow ners. M iners 
argue em phatically  th a t the original capital i n 
vested in  the industry  has been repaid  many 
times over a t  the expense of m iners’ lives and 
limbs. T h e  existing m eans of production , p it 
p lan t, etc., are the accum ulated proceeds of years 
of exploiting succeeding generations of m iners 
an d  therefore righ tly  belong to the workers. 
W hy, they ask, should they have to  continue 
sw eating blood, toiling to  produce w ealth tha t 
will prim arily  keep their late oppressors in  para
sitical idleness? If  the w orkers are the sole 
m eans w hereby w ealth  is created, then  all wealth 
should be retained by the w orkers. U nder 
nationalisation , the big coal combines are to 
get G overnm ent bonds, which the G overnm ent, 
using  all the m eans a t  its disposal, will ensure 
are honoured by keeping the m iners and  the 
rest of the w orkers hard  a t th e ir toil. W hat, 
on the other hand , will the m iners receive by way 
of benefits? N o th ing  bu t the time-honoured 
ca rro t dangling on the end of an  ever-receding 
slick, prom ises of a  rosier fu tu re , promises of

hasten to cap their promises w ith the proviso 
th a t it all depends on increased production.

W hen we recall that the largest contributory 
fac to r in th e  decline of coal production is the 
shortage of m iners and the inability of the 
industry  to  offset the yearly deficiency in num 
bers of workers by attracting  sufficient new
com ers to make up the loss resulting from  deaths, 
disablem ent, illness and  retirem ent, wc arc un 
able to perceive how new promises are to work 
the oracle in th is respect. A large percentage 
of the existing m iners arc in fact so dissatisfied 
with the present day conditions that, it is offi
cially adm itted, if the Essential W orks O rder 
were lifted they would im mediately seek other 
employm ent. I t  therefore seems m ost im 
probable that non-m iners will find these some 
conditions any inducem ent to becoming m iners.

T h e  official dilem m a rem inds one of a dog 
chasing its ow n tail, for ihe b e tte r  conditions 
depend upon increased production which in tu rn  
can only be obtained  by i rap id  intake of new 
nu n, who will obviously fail io be a ttra c ted  .by 
anyth ing  o ther than  good cond itions high wages, 

,c ic ., w hich brings us buck to where wc started. 
M iners know , only too well, tha t m en will en ter 
the pits c ither owing lo attractive conditions, etc., 
o r bvcause the alternative to taking up m ining 
is si' aw ful that workers arc virtually compelled 
to  become m iners.

I h ro u g h  the m edium  of the recently appointed 
highly salaried M ines Recruitm ent Officer, Noel 
New som e, the G overnm ent calls for 100,000 
m en, immediately, to  arrest the present down
ward trend  in production, a yearly intake of
30,000 young lads, m iners o f the fu ture , to  re
place the 50,000 m iners leaving the p its, and a 
reduction of the la tte r figure by 20,000. U nless 
the G overnm ent possess the power to  raise the 
dead, replace m issing limbs, rejuvenate the aged 
and  convince sufferers of silicosis, nystagm us and 
the m any o ther m iners' com plaints th a t their 
disease is merely a figment of the im agination, 
we fail to see how the num bers f»f the last group 
can be reduced by as m uch as two fifths. I t  is 
to  be suspected tha t the G overnm ent in tends to 
come down hard  on such “ m alingering”  by 
m iners.

1  he figures quoted above, failing any im prove
ment in the m iners’ w orking conditions, cap. 
however, be m et in  the event o f  the existence ol 
w idespread unem ploym ent o r alternatively the 
re-introduction o f industrial conscription. In  
view of the G overnm ent’s partiality  fo r com pul
sion there is every likelihood o f their resorting 
to the latter m ethod of recru iting  m en fo r this., 
the m ost arduous and dangerous of all occupa
tions.

T o  sum  up  th is exam ination of the Coal 
M ines N ationalisation B ill, we are convinced 
that, w ith such a m easure coming into effcct, the 
im mediate resu lt «will be a rapicj rise in the size 
of the bureaucracy, the industry  becoming in 
undated with p lace-hunters, bu t few m iners. 
T h ere  being no direct voice in  the m anagem ent 
of their industry  fo r the m iners, they w ill, as 
one m an, soon expose the inadequacy of such a 
scheme and rcjec^ the same. Because of its very 
nattire, and by reason of the m ethods used, the 
S ta te, will be unable to settle satisfactorily the 
problem s of m iners’ conditions, the m an-pow er 
position and  the production question. S tate 
control, m inisterial edicts, will not in themselves 
produce one pound of coal ex tra , bu t ra ther, if 
our knowledge of recent history is corrcct, tend 
to produce chaos and m ism anagem ent, chronic 
abuses of d ictatorial powers that will make those 
of tlie p ast appear small, and  resu ltan t miserv 
for the workers.

T O M  C A R L IS L E .

The Russian Elections
p O R  the first tim e in  eight years the Russian 

people have gone to  the polls to elect a 
new Suprem e Soviet of the U n ion  of Socialist 
Soviet Republics. T h e  Suprem e Soviet consists 
of two Parliam ents: T h e  Soviet of the Union 
and  the Soviet o f N ationalities and  is elected 
every fou r years.

•The Soviet o f the U nion  has 656 seats and is 
elected on the basis of one deputy  for every
300,000 of the population. T h e  Soviet o f 
N ationalities has 631 seats on the basis of 
twenty-five deputies from  each constituent re
public, irrespective of its size, eleven deputies 
from, each autonom ous republic , five deputies 
from  each autonom ous province and  one deputy, 
from  each national region. V oting is by universal 
suffrage fo r all who have reached IS, “ irrespec
tive of sex, nationality , race, fa ith , social origin, 
p roperty  status or past activities” . C andidates 
m ust be over 23.

T h e  Suprem e Soviet* o f the U .S .S .R . elects 
a Presidium  of the Suprem e Soviet of the 
U .S .S .R . composed of 37 members .and endowed 
w ith great power. T heoretically  the legislative 
power blongs to the Suprem e Soviet but the 
P residium  has the righ t to  issue decrees which 
have the power o f law. T h e  members of the 
Presidium  cannot be removed by the Suprem e 
Soviet but they have the right to dissolve the 
Suprem e Soviet in case of an  insoluble difference 
arising between the Soviet o f the U nion and  the 
Soviet o f N ationalities.

T h e  Suprem e Soviet o f the U .S .S .R . also 
appoints the highest executive and adm inistrative 
organ of S ta te Pow er: the Council of People’s 
Comm issars of the U .S .S .R . who deal W h  the 
international organisation of the countryV

T h e  term  Suprem e Soviet is highly m islead
ing. It has nothing in common with the Soviets 
w hich were formed during  the R ussian revolution 
and were councils o f w orkers’ delegates (or 
peasants and soldiers) elected by a relatively 
small num ber of people and directly responsible 
to them. T h e  deputies in the Soviet of the 
U nion each represent som ething like three h un
dred thousand m en and women and  rem ain in 
office fo r fou r years. N ot a very direct kind 
o f representation!

W hat is the difference between the Russian 
parliam entary system and tha t of democratic 
countries? T h e  m ain difference is th a t under 
the Soviet regime there are no opposition parties. 
T he right to nom inate candidates is reserved to 
official bodies that is  to say, Com m unist P arty  
organisations, trade unions, co-operatives, organ
isations of youth , cultural societies., T he candi
dates w ho are not Com m unist. P arty  members 
are described as non-party  but they arc in fact 
supporters of the Party . S ta lin  stressed the 
point, in his election broadcast on the 9th F eb
ruary , tha t non-party  people were now united

P rotest aga in st D eten tion  of A dolfo Caltabiano
O n S unday, th e  10th  F ebruary , a large 

erosvd a tten d e d  th e  open-air m eeting  in H sd c  
P ark  to  p ro tes t ngiiinst th e  police a ttac k s  on 
people selling l ite ra tu re  outside th e  park  gates, 
and to  d ra w  a tten tio n  to  th e  case of A dolfo 
C altab iano , w ho has been  ce rtified  as insane 
an d  in ca rce ra ted  in  F g j r n  M e n tal H o sp ita l as 
th e  cu lm ination  o l a w ho le  scries of poiicc 
persecu tions to  w h ich  he had  been  subjected 
at H yde P ark  during  th e  preceding  m on ths (m 
full re p o rt of his ease w as given in  th e  last 
issue of F ree d o m ) .

T h e  m eeting  w as addressed  .by re p rese n ta ; 
tivcs of all th e  o rganisa tions w ho have been 
concerned  in  th e  a ttac k s  un civil liberties at 
Ilydc  P ark , and  th e  audience w as large and 
sym pathetic . A n in teresting  fe a tu re  of the 
m ee ting  w as th e  large n u m b er of police 
officers p re sen t, o f w hom  tw o  industriously  
topk  dow n all th e  spccchc* in th e ir notebooks.

I»> th e  tim e  th is note ap p e ars  in p rin t it 
will be tw o and  a h a lf m onths since C altab iano  
w as Ih-st a rres ted  on th e  charges w h ich  led 
to  his in ca rce ra tio n  in F riern  H osp ita l. So 
fa r no efforts have been  m ade by th e  au th o ri

ties, in  sp ite  o f w ide public p ro tes ts , to  do 
a n y th ing  to  rectify  th e  m an ifest m iscarriage 
of ju stice iu th is  ease. W c need  hard ly  po in t 
ou t th a t th is even t form s a m ost s in ister p re 
ce d en t, since, if th e  au th o rities  once get aw ay 
w ith  th e  shu tting  in a lunatic  asylum  of a m an 
sy ho has show n hi» steadfast  opposition  to  and 
co n tem p t fo r th e  police, th ey  m ay decide to 
re p eat it, and  any  9ign of en thusiasm  m ay be 
used as th e  excuse fo r deta in ing  a m ilitan t 
w o rk er on a p lea of insanity .

C h u te r E de and his associa tes have m ade 
th is m onstrous a ttac k  on freedom  a m a tte r  
fo r  lau g h ter . T h e  H ouse of C om m ons am used 
itse lf over th e  d eliberately  d isto rted  accounts 
of th e  incident to  w hich it was tre a te d . T hese 
facts on ly  show  m ore clearly  th e  com plete 
perfidy of the p re sen t adm in istration  and the 
in substan tia lity  of th e  concern  fo r w orkers’ 
freedom  w hich th ey  p re te n d ed  to show  w hen 
th ey  w ere out of pow er.

D em and C altah iano’s im m ediate re lease 
and the public exposure of those w ho w ere 
responsib le fo r th e  conspiracy aga inst freedom  
involved in his inca rce ra tion !

with the Com m unists lit one common team of 
Soviet d t f /c m  which lorgcd the victory over* 
their country’s enemies.

t h e  only difference between them ,” said

crctice"
Stalin , "is that some belong to the party  while 
others do not. l in t  th ii it a form al di/fc,
(italics ours).

U nder the Soviet system there is no chance to 
choose between candidates representing two or 
more policies us there is only one P arty  in the 
S ta te, the Com m unist Party .

T he choice o f the candidates is not left to 
the electors at the time of the election. Several 
candidates are nom inated fo r each constituency 
and except in constituencies which have such 
illustrious candidates as S ta lin , M olotov, K alin
in, Voroshilov, Zhukov, etc., a certain am ount 
of discussion takes place before the solitary can
didate is decided upon. Once he is chosen voting 
becomes a pure form ality , th e  only way to 
express opposition to the candidate ,is to abstain 
Irom voting but as in the plebiscites organised 
in fascist countries great care is taken to get a 
m axim um  of voters to the polls (age is no excuse, 
in G eorgia an  old man of 118 went to the polls I)

In  a police state such as Russia it is probable 
that more than  mere persuasion is Used to ensure 
that the great m ajority of people fill in their 
ballot papers though, ol ci^irse, propaganda is 
used on a big scale. It is aimed at giving the 
electors the illusion that they have power to 
pass judgm ent on the C om m unist Party. Stalin 
declared at the beginning of his speech: "T h e 
C om m unist P arty  of our country would be of 
little worth were it ready to accept the electors’ 
verdict.” H aving no rival parlies to oppose it, 
being supported by a P arty  controlled Press and 
radio, having at its com m and the arm y, the 
police and  millions of bureaucrats it would be 
very difficult indeed to understand why the Com 
m unist P arty  should be afraid of the electors’ 
verdict.

N o wonder S ta lin ’s speech was "confident” 
(.Daily W orker). H e was spared the exhausting 
propaganda tours that politicians such as C h u r
chill o r Roosevelt had to undertake in order to 
secure re-election. N ot for him the speeches on 
top of cars or standing in the rain, not fo r him 
the last m inute Press cam paigns skilfully calcu
lated to destroy weeks of propaganda work. 
S ta lin’s re-election was preceded by  a unan i
mous concert o f praises. P ratda , for example, 
paid this inspired tribu te:

" I t  is indeed happiness, real happiness, to 
m eet Com rade S talin . -If one translated the 
endless acclamations into the language of 
simple words they would read : ‘W c are proud 
tha t the greatest m an of our day, the brilliant 
c rea to r .o f victors’, the saviour of civilisation, 
the leader of the peoples, belongs to  us, to 
our country, to our people. W c know and  arc 
deeply convinced tha t the greatest m an of our 
time could not appear in  any o ther country 
but ours’.”

And from Radio Khaborovsk (6 /1 /4 6 ): ‘Yester
day’s pre-election m eeting in the S ta lin  p re
cinct of M oscow left one with an  unforget
table and inspiring impression. It reflected 
with great power and  sincerity the boundless
love the people bear fo r their great leader,
wise teacher and father, Comrade S talin  1 

“ D ear Comrades,”  declared the woman 
worker A . A. Slobnow, “ it is the great fortune 
o f ou r people that during the difficult years 

~  nf thc-Tn r  h- m r - C om n rd c-SrTlm , deputy- o f  ~ 
the entire people, who stool at the head of the 
stale . . . G lory! G lory to  ou r own J .  V. 
S talin .”  T hese words are an expression of 
the innerm ost thoughts, feelings and hppcs of 
the Soviet people”.”
W hen the votes were counted in S ta lin’s con

stituency in  Moscow, it was found th a t 100 per 
cent, of the voters had cast their votes for Stalin.

Probably nobody dared to give S talin  the ad
vice Kingsley M artin  gave to T ito  a few days 
before Y ugoslavia’s elections: “ I hope you will 
get 75 per cent.,” said K . M artin , “ If  you get 
90 per cent., it m ight be a good idea to destroy 
25 per cent, of your vote.”

Stalin  is different, o f course, but 100 per 
cent, does not sound very convincing, somehow.

M . L. B.

T H E  S U P R E M E  S A C R IF IC E
D u b lin  C orpora tion  on M onday dcdded  by a 

n i^ s n r y  to  o tler  the freedom  of the city to  
M r. G eorge B ernard Shaw . T h e  m otion was 
rropoMrd by the veteran  L abour leader M r. Jim  
IjrV un, v s . ,  who stated  th a t in  1939, when Eire 

as  beset by war danger;, M r. Shaw  proved 
his patriotism  by being one of the first to go 
;o  the Eire H igh Comm issioner's office in  Lon
don a n d  register a s  an  Irish citizen.

M anchester G uardian, 6 /2 /4 6 .

U S E F U L  PR ESEN T S
M r. Randolph C hurchill's new enthusiasm  for 

in u m lio n  is leading him  into some strange 
places. O n M onday our Rome C orrespondent 
rep o r.cJ  tha t he had  recently contributed two 
a m c k *  in  pra ise of rhc Italian  m onarchy to  a 
-a p er there called C om m on Sen te . T h e  subject, 
c!  coravi, is in  the fam ily trad ition , bu t ihe 
choice of the paper was hardly fortunate. 
Com m on Sense  is a nc** daily owned by Signor 
rV n w m i !--»der of the «cmi-Fasd»t

vement— but no doubt the 
ch articles is ra ther limited, 
s visiting Spain as a special 
American news agency. A*,
o a Spanish broadcast/ he 
e •Jrium alisis’ A isociation," 
* .fh  a blue Keiar cloak, as

M il

A E R IA L  C L A S S  W A R F A R E  D E M O C R A C Y  A T  W O R K  IN D O -C H iN E S E  G R IE V A N C E S
U nion-chartered airplanes are patrolling steel 

plants in some p arts of the U nited S tates as the 
steel strike enters its th ird  day w ithout apparent 
prospect of settlement. .

O ne small airplane radioed, "N o  sight ot 
■enemy,” as it cruised over the strike-bound Beth
lehem steel p lan t in Pennsylvania.

T h e  patrolling airplanes were pu t in the- ait 
by union leaders in an effort to  learn the identity 
o f o ther aircraft reported to be dropping supplies 
in the steel plants.

O ne com pany spokesman adm itted that air
planes w ere bringing in emergency personal sup
plies, including food, for the maintenance crews.

Evcninii Standard, 2 3 /1 /4 6 .

S A V IN G  C A M P A IG N
Opposition is growing to the economy inea- 

• urcv—especially the cut in the Army estimates 
—-introduced by M. Andre Philip , France'* 
I irun. c M inister.

t .  n Inin Chief ol the G eneral S ta ll, and 
G en dc L a t 'i f  de Tassigny, Inspector-G eneraI 
of the Army, have made strong protests.

T lx latt r warned M Philip that he would

4TERE!

T he U nited S tates Embassy in Paris has given 
„ plain h in t lo the Prem ier, M . G ouin, that a 
loan to France is highly im probable and that, 
in any case, Congress would hardly agree to 
financial assistance if the Governm ent proceeds 
with its large-scale nationalisation programme.

Reynolds N ew s, 10 /2 /46 .

A c co rd in g  to  th e  A tla n tic  C h a r te r  co u n trie s  
a r c ,  o f  co u rsc , e n ti t le d  to  choosc  th e ir  ow n 
re g im e s.

B O O K S  BY T H E  '¥ A R D
London’s antiquarian booksellers, famous nil 

over the world for their rare editions and their 
priceless illum inated m anuscripts, arc selling
them under the counter and behind locked doors. 
It Is a measure self-imposed by the booksellers 
as a protection against black m arket operators 
who have invaded the market.

M r. Charles E . H arris, in .whose shop in 
M arylcbonc High Street you can pay as much 
as £4,000 for a book, yesterday took me to his 
office on the first floor, shut ihe door and in
dignantly told me the whole story.

•T h e  other day in a  w e ll known shop 1 whs  
horrified to overhear one of these people In a 
loud voice saying he wanted to buy so many 
y;,rds__v‘irdi— of books with tooled leather bind
ing*. This n u n  had ju»| bought » new house 
and he had a lot of empty shelves that needed

B U R E A U C R A T S ’ P A R A D IS E

Here in brief are the main complaints of the 
Annamese, who constitute about three-fourths of 
the population of Indo-China. Voting is restric
ted to French citizens, so a mere fraction of the 
people can take part in political affairs. Almost 
ha lf of the entire budget goes to administrative 
expenses. Education of natives has been held 
back by the F rench practice of assigning places 
in the lycecs to  so m any F rench  students that 
Indo-Chinese arc left a comparatively small 
num ber of educational opportunities. An econo
mic stcpup prevails that necessitates ever-increas
ing exports of produce in order to meet the 
budget, largely because profits on these exports 
go, not to the people, but to F rench investors.

T here have been a series of questionable loan 
practices, among them  the scheme concocted in 
1922 by which natives were induced to  invest 
meagre savings in government bonds, in a gamble 
tliat they m ight win prizes put up on a lottery 
basis— but which never more than two percent of 
the investors might win. Hut more than griev
ances are behind the current agitation; there is 
a hope that if the struggle for freedom is kept 
alive, at least marked gains may be expected 
from the new French G overnment, w ith its 
general pro-labour and leftist complexion.

The N *w  Leader, U .S.A ., 12 /1 /46 .

P O ST -R EV O LU T IO N
M A J O R IT Y

tion In now 1*7.1,000,000, of 
were born since the Rcvolu-

i official statistics. T his In- 
ion ol the new "autonom ous” 
i.i, I atvia, Lithuania, Karelo-

loldai
l.c /46.

;T O F  TALK

W H A T  D ID  TH E  BR IT ISH  
D E L E G A T IO N  SEE IN 
P O L A N D  ?

Several weeks ago a delegation of the British 
Socialist co-operative movement, including seve
ral persons close to the present Labour G overn
ment, left London for Poland. Dispatches from 
Poznan soon brought the news that the Soviet 
commander of the airfield in Poznan arrested 
the prom inent British guests and released them 
only after the British Governm ent and the 
British Embassy in W arsaw intervened in their 
behalf.

Although the delegation covered a large part 
of Poland and although it has returned to Britain 
some time ago, it has not published a word by 
way of report on what it saw’ in Poland. In 
British parliam entary circles this mysterious 
silence of the delegation led to a great deal of 
speculation, so m uch, that one of the Scottish 
dailies, .The Bulletin, asked a member of the 
delegation, Robert T aylor, for his impressions’ of 
Poland and for :in explanation of the strange 
secrecy with regard to them.

Before his trip to Poland, T aylor had urged 
the Poles in  England to go home as quickly as 
possible. Now, after his return from that 
country, he is of another opinion and states 
that after his visit to Poland he has “ acquired 
much deeper sympathy and  understanding from 
the viewpoint of those who at present deem it 
their duty to remain in exile.”

T here arc m any things, he said, which he 
would like to say publicly in the hope that 
conditions in Poland might undergo a change, 
but at the present moment he is not empowered 
to do so.

T he members of the delegation, he declared, 
were so disturbed by certain things which they 
witnessed, in Poland that before the publication 
of their official report, they considered it advis
able to confer with the M inister of Foreign 
Affair*. M r. Bovin suggested that they defer 
the publication of their report and the delega
tion complied with this advice.

The N tw  l  eader. U .S.A., 12/1/46.

C A R E L E S S  TA LK
“T he Germans look as well fed or perhaps 

better fed than the British," said M rs. Roosevelt 
when she arrived in Frankfort from London to
day. I lie children especially appeared to  be
healthier in Germany, site said.

M am he'ter Guardian, 14/2/46.
M in Roosevelt m ad e  th is  s ta te m e n t, a c c o rd 
ing in  n n o th c r  n ew sp ap er, tw o  ho u rs  a f te r 
hav in g  landed  in  G e rm an y . S ta tis tic s  re 
g a rd in g  m o rta lity  b o th  am ongst a d u lts  an d  
c h ild re n  te ll a n o th e r  s to ry .

«jr.» **
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\ i i s i  r « - l i  i s l  r o m  i n  4 k  1 1 i  s i  r y
I. . I V l t  1 1  »• ........... .... I.L.I....................  . . . .  . . . . .  . .  _ __ O 'Jhc I .N .O, liuloncsi.ui Furcv
I lK  la u ie a l  n a tu re  cd ihc l? N O  l u n l t r t i k t  

« » ,  s'<»ly u w  sk e r ly  »>n ihv lu d c w sia n
i«Atr. n»c irw itw  y»*t b rought up  by the 
I k r . ^  ir. ik lc g a u , « uvogc of ihe Russian 
* * « * n w n t 4 o  -  nwrens ol obtaining
k w  ktfwt «>t »Jvinusv‘ over ih< British imp*r»

N o delegate o t ih r  Indonesians w n  
aiiv-we-.l Iaj speak, an d  lhc whole alta ir vsas 
trea ted  in th* m oat obvious m anner a* ■ diplo- 
■ iM. w. » m iks t>>•«tic  iriad  in any  way to 
o ta b h * h  O k rvahty o l the im perialist terrorism  
'•hiv.h had  K tfn p<rj>etn»icd by B ritish  forte* in 
li>iV'nc».i In  the c n J , ihc U krain ian  piopo*al» 
»v-re nj{’v'Oftt4 by R cm ia and  Po land , and op- 
p<'»V'.i bv ihc r<*i o l ihc S tv u rily  C ouncil, i t .  
B ritain . A m erica and  th o r  d ie m  statct. T h e  
w hvlc m atter wav d ix u s ie d  und settled not with 
«»y re*er.J to  |u itic«  fo r the Indonesian*, about 
»feon» k  wa« obvious th a t neither side cared 
any th ing , b u t solely as a m atter o f diplom atic 
M uffins between tw o  set* o t im perialist powers. 
Onoc is a m  we are >ho»n quite  clearly  ihut the 
internets of th e  workers do not en te r in any way 
in to  «he%c w ranglm gs o f co rru p t politicians.

R c p im io n  In Singapore
lh<  w rits  of ac ts of po llc t repression in 

colonial and sc m i-colon la I co tm triei under British 
direct o r indirect ru le  continues to grow  as, w ith 
the end  of the a * r ,  the peoples of these countries
K * tn  i*> dem onstrate their feelings of indcpen* 
darter. W e have already  told the story of these 
cam paign* in Iraq  and  H gypt, and now com et 
r.c-o-s from  .Singapore of sim ilar actions. O n the 
fiMirth anniversary  of the capture of the city 
by the Japanese the w orkers dcdded  to  dem on- 
s tn iir . en.f w e tt attacked by the police near the 
S 8 A C  headquarters. O ne dem onstra tor wan 
killed and lix iccn  injured. In  addition, the 
p o lu r  have ca in ed  out raids on a num ber of 
opposition "r«aniw»tions, including the G eneral 
l a b o u r  U nion , ihc New D em ocratic Y outh 
League, and  the M alayan  C om m unist Party . 
W e have no p articu la r sym pathy for any of these 
bodies, but ws* regard their suppression as a 
v iolent threat to  the freedom of the rising m ove
ment of colonial independence which the author!- 
tics no doubt recognise equally  w ell as a m enacc 
to  their own dom ination.

Secrct T rials In Knglish Prisons
W c have before d raw n atten tion  to  the com 

plete wrcrccy of the hearings, before visiting 
m agistrate*, of charges against prisoners accused 
of oflencrs w ithin gaols. A question In the 
H cuhc of C om m ons last week once again raised 
this m atter, when a L abour M .P . drew attention 
to a  case in w hich a num ber of young prisoners 
were sentenced to flogging by one of these 
secret courts a l C ardil! prison. T he Home 
Secretary  adm itted the fact, giving as the excuse, 
a statem ent that the prisoners had  attacked an  
officer when he was in no position to defend 
h u m r lf . We would point out that prisoner* 
never And it w orth  while to do anyth ing  against 
ofilters who have not alrcudy provoked them 
beyond patience, and  would also ask how m any 
prisoners Juivc been beaten up  by prison officers 
when they were in  no position to defend them 
selves, and w hether the officers in question were 
tried before secret prison courts? T h e  whole p ri
son system ;unka, and such an  institution * j 
the »ecret trial of prisoners I* only worse than 
the rest, merely becautc It Illustrate* more clearly 
how far a m an I* removed even from  ordinary 
bourgeois conception* of jusilcc and fa ir play 
o m c he h ai parsed Im lde. T h e  only solution, 
a t we have repeated again and again, is to 
abolish and destroy the prison*.

All From  T h e  T anners 
O f Tin: I’oor!

In  our lust Issue we drew attention lo the 
recent profits which hud been made l»y the 
W ool worth combine. A few duy* ago it was 
revcilcd  what the individual bcncficinrics of

t h - p r o f i t s  .Ite likely to  get, when C harles 
H om an H ubbard , one ol the group of Am erican 
capita lists w ho Inttvulucvd W oolworth* Into 
1 ngland , left it.K R R .hU , Wc need hard ly  draw  
fu rth e r atten tion  e ither to ihc wage* of the 
employees who earned this fortune , or the 
povcity  of the w orking class budgets w hich often 
found it a squeeze to  pay the W oolw orth tanner 
— more o ften  since the w ar the W oolw orth half- 
crow n or five bob.

T h e  A m erican  (jilusshou.se 
Again.

H ie  case of the A m erican detention cam p at 
Lichfield still continues w ith its scandalous reve
lation*, and the speech of the defending counsel, 
reported  in the liven ing  S ta n d a rd  ( 1 4 / 2 / 1946) 
was hard ly  lest dam aging th an  the accusation* 
of the prosecutor.

H e said tha t the cam p wan "stalled  with 
psycho-ncurotic* and  m en w ith definite lim ita
tions of education0, under officers who wpre 
"no t very sm art” . l i e  w ent on to state that 
"E veryone in the cam p was a party  to  the rough 
program m e m eted out to the prisoners", and  that 
when inspector* cam e round everyone conspired 
to cover u p  whai went on.

"W hen  these inspector* came they were 
taken to  the senior officers’ mess and filled 
w ith  food and  booze until the prisoner* were 
ou t o f the guardhouse and  the place was 
w orking in a highly efficient m anner."
N o doubt all this it  true— the statem ents of 

the earlier witnesse* have proved it an d  m ore—  
bu t it seem* very m uch as though the task of 
the defence is becoming not »o m uch to say 
w hat can be said fo r the m en accused an lo  save 
the arm y system from blame. T h e  accused men 
did frigh tfu l things to  the soldier* under their 
control, h u t the ultim ate guilt rests with the 
m ilitary au thorities who pu t such m en Into the 
kind of work in which they will huvc the 
tem ptation  to act sadistically. T h e  revelation* 
of the Llchficld C am p, of Stakehill and  of nil 
the o ther glasshouse* which have been brought 
up periodically fo r notice du ring  the w ar should 
be used to  condem n the whole system of m ilitary  
discipline o f which the concentration cam p is 
the n atu ra l culm ination. Instead, the m ethod of 
attacking individual m en or exposing individual 
cam ps is used as a m eans o f avoiding this 
general condem nation of the system, by appeas
ing popular disgust w ith a few scapegoats.

A N ew  Police Story.
T h e  M exican authorities have found a new 

way of persuuding all the people to p u t them 
selves into the card indexes. As p a rt of the 
p repara tion  fo r the presidential election* next 
Ju ly , the 5,000,000 elector* arc to have their 
thum b p rin ts taken lo  prevent them  from  voting 
twice. T h is  ia indeed a likely story I It will 
be Interesting to see w hat happens to these 
thum b p rin ts— w hether they arc kept a lte r the 
elections and w hether they will be a t the dis
posal of the police. So fa r, wc In E nglnnd have 
avoided this indignity, b u t, a* was pointed out 
in the film review last issue, the P .B .I. have 
100,000,000 finger p rin ts in their files, so there 
is no reason to suppose tha t the day will not 
come when Inspector W hitehead and hi* friends 
will be going from  door to door with the finger
p rin t pad*.

LABOUR LA W  A M ) (IRD Iill
C irntl*usd from  pag t I 

Krnc»t Bevin stated in the debate last week 
tha t he wa» "as big a com lllUtlotlttllit us uny 
memltcr on the o ther side (T ory) and I am figh t- 
utK io trir.uve the ’iiigma that the T o ry  Party  in 
!•)/?  put upon B it."

Ih e  stigma to which Bevin refer* it  that he 
supported a crim inal tien e ra l St»iWe In 1926, 
and fhut he i» really no crim inal, uny more than 
J. If . Thom s* win a erlm inal at that time. But 
Ik v m  did not hesitate In January , 1927, to 
brand  the strikers a» crim inals. A t the T .U .C . 
tp c u a l conference he ta ld :

"Y ou have to  remember tha t the whole a p 
proach to the national strike it onu of Illegal
ity .”

Bevin wa% then m arching In sten with the body 
of J. II. T hom ai a t he now walks with Jim m y’*
soul.

In  the m iddle of the strike Thom as, then 
G enera l Secretary of ihc N .U .U ., said:

" I t  win no iim quibbling, it was no use 
pretending that an llltgal a it had nut been 
4lone " (W eym outh, July, 1926).
T h lt  attem pt to  p b u r the T .U . leaders In tho 

ttear both with the law and with the workeis 
whom lhey betrayed shows the leadership was
badly friRiitervd that tho lt«ue would become
tamtiUutiut 11

“ U nder the circum stance! prevailing during 
ihc- Gci;> i :• I Strike, there was no half-way 
house between the ballot Im>s and the machine 
gun." (0 .  I C ram p. N .U  K , IH/K/IV26). 

T he woifeo*' leaders Mild out to  Baldwin and 
t hur<hill (tpol<rmum f^r the C ity) at the cn-
l»-iite of the tirlkars, and wc m ay now attum e
lhai Bevin an>t ( o  have pm  themselves right 
In ihe eyes of ih>' Tory Party and have cleared 
th t liar. If, in the p ro test, ilv/y

•orted by 
11.',itd  J,

T h e  Struggle In India Is 
Intensified.

T h e  struggle in Tndin against ihc B ritish 
im perialists and  their A m erican nllie* is increas
ing in Intensity, and  the latest new* report* 
show w idespread action on the part of the people, 
on a large and organised scale in  C alcu tta  anti 
to a lets extent In o ther Indian  towns. In 
C alcu tta  there have been w idespread transport 
strikes, am ong bus, tram  and  taxi drivers, and 
the telephone services have been dislocated, T he 
dem onstrators have cu t tram  cables, burn t 
public buildings, factories and arm y vehicles, and 
resisted the attacks of the policc and  of soldiers 
with stones and  o ther missiles. A convoy of 
the A m erican arm y w at attacked passing through 
the C alcu tta  street*, and a police convoy of high 
prio rity  passenger* going to D um  D u m  airfield 
was also attacked. In  New D elhi an  cfligy of 
G enera l A uchlnlcck was burned by dem onstra
tors. ‘

T h ese  riots In India begun ostensibly over the 
question of the officers ami m en of the Japanese- 
sponsored Indian N ational Army. T hese men 
have been tried us traitors and , while we do not 
regard the tools of the Japanese with uny better 
favour than  the tool* of the British, to class 
them in such a way is ridiculous, slncc the 
Ind ian 's  loyalty i* to his fellows and  not to the 
B ritish Kaf, anC unne a t  Icutt of the member* 
ol the In d ian  N ational A rm y m ay have been 
sincerely convinced that the Japanese would 
bring independence to India. However, the 
question of the Indian N ational A rm y was only 
the spark  which set o il the great dem onstrations 
o f rebelliousness in the last weeks, and has a l
ready been submerged in the desire of the Indian 
masses to  struggle against the B ritish opprcsscrs 
who have become doubly burdensome since the 
Indians have realised that, in spite of all p ro 
mises, the L abour G overnm ent hus m ade no 
effective move toward* g ran ting  independence to 
their country.

I t  is reported that the Parliam entary delega
tion w hich has just returned from  India is very 
strongly Impressed with the strength of the 
m ovement towards independence am ong the 
Indians, a movem ent whose tem pestuous nature 
indicates tlutt it is already getting out of the 
reform ist and moderating hands of the Congress 
leaders. T he recent riots In C alcu tta and Bom
bay have all the appcarunce of spontaneous 
revolutionary actions am ong the people, und wc 
shall be unwise to accept the ostensible motives 
as being the only ones. O therwise, while wc 
are debating on the merits o f the case o f the 
Indiun N ational Arm y men, wc may find our
selves ignoring the possibilities of the most fo r
midable revolutionary movement yet begun 
am ong the colonial peoples. T he C alcutta riots, 
w ith their background of famine and policc 
repression, m ay yet signal the beginning of the 
uprising of the subject peoples of the empire.

M eanw hile, lei us remem ber that under a 
L abour G overnm ent a second A m ritsar Is 
being perpetra ted , and th a t already some fifty 
men and women have been m urdered by the guns 
of the Im perial police. A good beginning for 
all the line things which the Indian people had 
innocently expected from a I.ubour trium ph in 
England I

■1 H v u d v r  W r it o H  o n

IN D U S T R IA L  U N IO N ISM
T h ere  seem* lo be an urgent need Jn preterit 

duy circum stances for a renewed politive a p 
proach to the question of revolutionary syndical
ism. Ii has been said that Freedom  appears to 
be m ainly critical of all o ther movement* and 
yet falls to p u t forw ard an alternative program m e 
of action. T here is an  elem ent of tru th  in 
this view -point. Freedom  is a paper of revolu
tionary porten t, und m ust inevitably and  neces
sarily devote m uch effort to a critical analysis 
o f the fordid defect* of existing society, and  in 
particu lar, to  the hypocritical pretence ol the 
political parties and their associates, the trudc- 
union bureaucrats, who deceive so m any workers 
into believing th a t by tam ely paying ou t sub
scriptions and  political levies, everything will 
be easy. T here are o ther aspects of ihc struggle 
for u people's freedom  which m ust receive atten 
tion ai the hands of the editors of Freedom. 
T h ey  are giving this atten tion  and , in the circum 
stances, arc doing it extrem ely well.

But, the fact if, Freedom  m ust become a 
paper of the industrial workers, helping and In
spiring the worker! to  build syndicalist organisa
tion* here in Britain.

Is it potsible to develop ihc idea of syndicalist 
o rganisation am ong B ritish workers who arc so 
steeped in the tradition* of reform ist trade- 
unionism ? T h e  answ er in my opinion is, yes, 
it is possible to win approval of die basic idcu 
o f industrial organisation w ithout bureaucratic 
dom ination of highly paid officials. A lready, 
there is good reason to  believe tha t the m ajority 
o f trade unionist* have very little fa ith  in the 
trade union officials. Past movements promoted 
by rank  and  file trade-union members, have shown 
that the m ajority  of ordinary members desire a 
m ore effective use of the organisations.

It has become increasingly necessary now to 
convince the workers that the leadership p rin 
ciple is a figment of the im agination, that the 
mis-culled leader* invariably require forcing in 
a forw ard direction, and urc therefore an encum 
brance to progress.

T h e  true role of the trade union official 
to-day, is that o f an organisational dictator p re
venting the workers from  m aking any economic 
dem ands, because such demand* conflict with 
the political concepts of hierarchies. D uring  the 
w ar, " it  may now be told” , the bureaucrats of 
the unions pledged themselves to prevent any 
strikes. T hey  did this without any  reference 
to the members, and of course, w ithout any 
equivalent concessions from  the government. 
T he general view am ong trade unionists at the 
present time is, that they missed a good oppor
tunity  to improve their lot, and, incidentally, the 
lot of those who were taken from industry for 
the armed forces.

N ow  we are inform ed by the B .B.C. tha t the 
government and the T .U .C . are to meet in 
conference to discuss the necessity of m aintaining 
wages stable, und devise way of preycnting em 
ployers offering higher wage* in a depleted 
labour market. All this, we arc told, is to p re
vent inflation consequent upon high  wages. It 
is becoming plain th a t, with the proved inability 
of the Labour G overnm ent to im plem ent its 
program m e and promises, the trade union 
officials will be more and more impelled to play

Ihe role of dictators sabotaging every effort of 
the workers to m aintain their living standards in 
the afterm ath  of war.

In  ihe trade union journals, the line of p ro
paganda is the necessity for sacrifice by organised 
labour, for higher productive levels, and so on. 
If sacrifice is now necessary, what arc w r to 
say of the official propaganda about post-w ar 
program m es which in certain cases included a 
36-hour working week and  substantial increases 
in wages?

The form ulation of post-w ar program m es was 
propaganda to keep the workers moiling in the 
w ar m achine, and It is expected that the workers 
will forget th a t line of propaganda and fall 
fo r another line of "sacrifice".

" I  here i* no way out of the existing chao* 
und political deception fo r the worker* than a 
clean revolutionary break with Ihc decadent 
order of things. It it  within the- power o f a 
people to escape from  wagc-slavcry and the 
d ictatorship of politicians organised in a state. 
Syndicalist organisation aim ing a t the union 
of all manual and intellectual workers fo r the 
reorganisation of social life on the basis o f Free 
Com m unism  is essential.

W orkers’ control of industry is the aim  of 
syndicalism u t opposed to the specious theories 
of state nationalisation. W orkers’ control of in 
dustry  it  opposed by the trade union officials 
on the grounds tluit the workers arc not compe
tent to govern their Industrie*. T h is was the 
view of the two section* of the N .U .R . when a 
resolution for w orkers’ control was discussed at 
the annual m eeting of the union.

A n im portan t question that m utt be faced in 
a practical approach to  syndicalism as an alter
native to trade unionism , is tha t o f sickness bene
fits. It it  the sickness benefi* tha t m ust keep 
m illions of workers paying into the unions. Yet 
it must be understood that worker* have a much 
better method in m utual aid  associations. By 
com bining with their fellow workers in local 
m utual uid associations to  pay sickness benefits 
when a member i* unable to work, it is found 
that fa r better benefits can be paid than  the 
trade unions can possibly offer, since their 
funds are depleted by the paym ent of ex trava
gant salaries.

Let us see if wc can get a flood of letters on 
this question of syndicalism so tha t practical 
steps can be taken to  bring the hope of a better 
fu tu re which must come by victorious industrial 
struggle.

C . W . R O O K E .

Philip  Sansom tleleused!
P hilip  H ansom, w ho w in  ten t to  iirStou in 

Jnoiiury  a* tin- victim  of a ciit-nnd-m oiisc 
ehnrrfe for fiiilurc to ill I end h n icdicnl ex am in a
tion , w in  rc h ’tu rd  from  W orm w ood Senilis 
P riaon  u n d er u spculul o rd e r from  the Ifom u 
Hcurclary on the N th  F ebruary .

T ills  re le n to  npficnrt to ho due en tire ly  to 
the effort* of the I'rccdoiti Defenuv C o m 
m itte e , w ho gave the cine w ide puhliuit)' mol 
c ip o tc d  e llee tlrc ly  Ihe com plctu  In justice of 
tli«‘ p roaecutlon . Wc regard  It us n great 
m oral triu m p h  thut th e  G overnm ent should 
tliu* huvc been  foruvd lo reco|(nl«o Ihe in- 
iitlvisidillity of its persvuiitlons ii ml thnulil hnvu 
found it iieeCMiiry to  w ithd raw  on suuh a 
c le a r en»e of political ditcirlm lnation.

Hut. iilthoogh I'h ilip  Suiitom  Inti been  re
leased , tlo-re are  o thers of o o r eom rtules in 
the w orking cla«» m ovem ent who xtill rem ain 
im prisoned  as victim* of th e  viuioui tllsurhni- 
na tion  of th e  ruling v in o .

JO H N  O L D  A Y
fin e  nf lhc«i i» Jo h n  O ld ii), w ho, liavint! 

been rem oved from  S takehill, is now  in 
Sow erb) llrlditu m ilitary  deten tio n  cam p 
undergoing  th e  rem ainder of a tw o yea rs ' sen 
tence for dese rtio n , w hich he received last

year. Jo h n  Olduy', w hose s tory  wo have told 
in prev ious issue* of /•reei/om  ami W'nr Corn- 
n ifiiln ry , Inis heerr a m ilitan t w ttrker in the 
um iruhist m ovem ent sinee th e  day* of the 
w o rk ers’ rising* in llum hiirg  a f te r  the 1914-18  
w ar. W hile m any  of the people w ho d ircc tcd  
the second W orld W ar w ere still llirting  w ith 
H itler, Jo h n  O lday n u t  ulrcudy a confirm ed 
au tl-N iiri, ami duriii|| th e  ea rly  year* of the 
Nn#l reg im e ho carried on ex tensive u n d e r
g round w ork again*! the oppressors, ,f l | (his 
Was know n to th e  au tho rities mid particu la rly  
to  th e  Npcciul llriiiic.li o f Ncothuid Y ard , Inil 
once he show ed bin recognition  th a t the British 
riding class w ere as m uch the enem ies of Ihc 
w orkers as the N aait, they chose to apply th e ir 
u tm ost persecution  against him . O n a charge 
o f lieintl in possession of a w rong idcntlly  card 
— mi nffenee u»iiuliy given a m o u th 's  im prison
m en t— Jo h n  Olduy was sent t •* B riston  fo r a 
year. W hen his sen tence th e re  w as com 
pleted , lie wns picked up by m ilitary  escort 
mid tak e n  to  a m ilitary prison com pound at 
P resta ty n  in N o rth  Wale*, w here he and  Ihe 
o th e r prU oncrs aw iiitiug court m artial w ere 
tre a te d  w ith th e  utm ost indignity . K ventually 
lie was sen tenced  lo Uyo years d e te n tio n . T he 
fir*l part of this he served  iu Ihc notorious 
cam p  of Stnkcliill. T hroughou t Ids long im 

prisonm en t, Jo h n  O lday has p reserved  a fine 
sp irit o f confidence in th e  w orking class cause, 
am i has inspired all those who have com e into 
cuntuct w ith  him  w ith a fresh  sense of the 
need fo r straggle against in justice .

A W E  R T  M K L T Z E R
A n o th er of ou r com rades a im  Is a victim  

nf ruling chi** d iscrim ination  i* A lbert M cltccr, 
ulso undergoing a sen tence  of de ten tion  on a 
techn ical charge of desertion . A lbert M elt- 
xcr i* an o th e r m ilitan t w ho has been  iu the 
am irclnst m ovem ent for the last ten  years, and 
w ho has show n a great activity in w nrking 
for the w orking class euuStt against th e  im pcr- 
inlist deceptions of T ory  and l.uhour po liti
cians.

W e have obtained  the release of Philip 
Sansom , hut our w ork will be incom plete 
while these o th e r good and *tcndfiist com rade* 
still rem ain  behind prison  bars as victims ol 
Ihe hatred  w hich all governm ents show to 
ward* those who rebel against im perialist 
oppression ami in justice . Wc dem and their 
im m ediate re lease , and a*k o u r readers to  use 
every m eans at th e ir dinposal lo  bring llicir 
ea*c* lo the a tten tion  of o thers and to  obtain 
rapid freedom  for lhc*c and all ihe o ther 
victim s of im perialist discrim ination .

u lm iru ls , 
wholr black

liberal
of the

" I  th ink  that the restraint and brake is to 
be found within the T .U . movement nnd In  
own sense of the responsibility which devolves 
upon It . . .  In o ther words, the unions are 
being entrusted by Parliam ent and ihe com
m unity with very meal power."

I l t» tulrly obvious llwil ihe resnontlbllJty to 
which Sir W aller C itrine refer* is the saving 
and protection ol u state capitalist society. T he 
T .U .C . It on ihe side of the governort, I.uw ami 
O rder ami the State and C onstitution.

Por the purpose ol dltciplinlng the worker*, 
Bevin secs u subtle dilTerence between the tlaie 
and ihe community, for lie said (1 2 /2 /4 fi):

"11 there It a sull-c ngnlnM the Stole it it 
obvloutlv lllrgnl." (//.m i,inf),

Prom Hcvln'i viewpoint ihc community ut large 
It only a part of the Slate when they are Con
scripted or taxed, but stateless when opposing 
the Labour government. Ihe  M iim icr of 
Lalmur (Isaact), not lo be lefi out o f ihe hid 
for total power, tpeaking iu ihc debate reveals: 

" T h a t ihc government do not believe In 
strikes to coerce the government, ihi* govern-

Did tju , 
p late his I

r oilier 
i I IokiI, ahld  i lllot l<l

strike, ihe Government would undoubtedly 
Hike disciplinary action by exercising their 
righ t, us un employer, ol instuni dismissal 
w ithout hope ol rcim tatcm cnl." (//m m rn/), 
In the m ining »<ruugle ihe real battle will not 

be fnunht out at W estminster or in the I aw 
t.m u  is. I he j i ia f tn c e  m non-existence of u 
Trade* Dispute Act will have no significance 
whatsoever. 'I hc workers can, and almost cer
tainly will, by direct action und n general social 
strike, smash the artificial bureaucratic power 
of politicians and lawyers. Il Is not in legisla
tive bodies tha t the point of itru«gl< lie*, but In 
ihe wotkers ihcmtelves; social or economic 
rights do not originate in W estminster or T ra n s
port House but are Ingrown in the people.

W u ik u s cunnot delegate the skill <>l their 
brains and hand* or ihe value of their labour to 
m tiln in l leaden. It is as m uch i part of them 
us they thomtelvc* are a part of hie itself.
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TAMER DEMANDS 
(IASS COLLABORATION

A prime aiampfa of d a is  collaboration and 
action diroctly against the interm it of the worlarj 
wa» givon on the 14th February by representatives 
of tha 35 Unions connected *ith the Engineering 
industry. Lad by Tanner, President of the A.E.U., 
they suggested the setting-up of an advisory board 
for the industry, consisting of equal numbers of 
employers and workers .and presided over by an 
independent chairman. The functions of the board, 
according to the “News Chronicle", would be 
these:

"I. To define tho talks and. targets of the
various sections of the industry so the priori- 
tiet between the home and export markets 
can be properly worked out and man power 
and equipment adjusted accordingly in an 
orderly menner to ' that tho nation gett the 
last ounce out of its efforts.

2. To raise the efficiency of the industry.
3. To reduce to a minimum the waste and mis

use of skilled labour and machine capacity 
and lo prevent the creation of local 
pools of unomploymont and a return to Ihe 
distressed areas."

W hat seems to be worrying the trade union 
leaders is not the wages or conditions of the 
workers, but the fact that the industry is not 
sufficiently well organised to make profits for the 
employers or to turn out armaments for the gov
ernment. There is no indication that the board 
will attem pt to further the direct interests of the 
workers, and for that reason alone they should see 
that it does not concern them. In any case, the 
eiperience of such joint boards in the pait has 
been that they always tend to do what the em
ployers want, and that, by bringing them In direct 
contact with the owners, they hasten the corrup
tion of a wider section of trade unionists. The 
workers have no interests in common with their 
eiploiteis ,and therefore have nothing to gain and 
everything to lost by collaborating with them.

•
The latest move in the farm wages deadlock Is 

that the Minister of Agriculture is putting forward 
tentative proposals of a graded scheme of wages 
for various types of agricultural workers. The one 
virtue of farming in the past has been that the 
workers have bean very little divided by eitreme 
difference in wages levels, and this has given them 
a certain solidarity at present which is making them 
resist any such proposals. They point out rightly 
that all farm jobs are equally important in the 
production of food, and that there should therefore 
be no discrimination between them. II other 
workers were to maintain this attitude of stressing 
the impossibility of assessing the importance of 
various jobs, and were to go forward united against 
the policy of paying rates, the working class move
ment would have gained In effectiveness. Different 
levels of wages do more to weaken the workers' 
cause by division than any direct attack by the 
owning classes could achieve.

F R E E D O M  D E F E N C E  C O M M IT T E E .  Col- 
loction of signatures for Am nosly  Domand 
onds on 28th Fobruary. Outstand ing shoot* 
should then bo sont to:

17 St. G a o rg o 't  Stroot, London, W . l.
Froodom Dofenco Committoo,

ronTNIOHTLV *a.
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