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NHS FACES CUTS ACROSS THE UR

he WHS is facing a crushing new
Thl:w.', with soaring debts leading to
the possible loss of up to 8,000 NHS

jobs over the next few vears, according
to 3 new report. Across the 28 Strategic
Health Authorities (SHAs), six are
overtly discussing massive cuts, while
others are closing beds and dropping
services to meet their required targers.

Figures compiled by Health Emergency,
an NHS watchdog sponsored by Unison,
have revealed widespread weaknesses in
the national budget. In their newslener
they said: *A snapshot esumate of the
available figures suggests a total shorfall
of more than £1.6 billion across 22 SHAs:
the 51 most financially challenged NHS
Trusts face deficirs and savings targets
totalling almost £650 million."

Trusts are being asked w0 deliver £1.6bn
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| government to begin grearer allocation
of funding to private hospital sources,
taking funding away from the NHS. By
the end of the year, 10% of all PCT
funding will go to private sources, with
a long-term goal of 15%, although
according to health secretary Patricia
Hewitt, that figure is not being regarded
as an upper limit.
‘Failing” hospitals which do not turm
a profit will be closed down, a particular
concemn as according to the natonal audic
office, one quarter of all NHS trusts
couldn't break even last year, with worse
figures predicted for this year
One third of trusts are in perilous
financial circumstances, they said, The
policy shift has raised fears thar the
ultimare motive for Labour may be

| privatisation of the NHS.

in ‘efficiency savings' in order 1o receive
romalling almost £63U million.

Trusts are being asked to deliver £1.6bn
in ‘efficiency savings' in order to receive
full funding for the year. If they don't
ke the cuts they risk opening up a wide
gap between expected care and ability
ta pay. 29 hospitals and mental health
trusts are going to have to find more
than £10m each to stay in the black,
with another 22 requiring £5m at least.

The group have cited a huge series of
cuts appearing in newspapers and govern-
ment information across the country,
particularly in Hertfordshire, Lincolnshire,
London, Suffolk, Worcestershire and
West Yorkshire.

The situarion is being exacerbated by
an apparent Move o promote |1r.i1'.‘m:
practice at the expense of NHS funding.

Local PCTs have been told by central

Dr John Lister, Information Direcror
[ WITMaTe MmOuve Wi Laduw iaf
privatisation of the NHS.

Dr John Lister, Information Directot
for pressure group London Health
Emergency said: “It's hard ro tell which
figures are the mast worrying: the huge
sums to be saved through identified
spending cuts, or the fact that tens of
millions of ‘savings’ assumed by the
SHAs have yer to be identified. Patricia
Hewitt in May announced £3bn was
available for the NHS to buy in more
services from high-cost private hospitals,
despite the capacity of the NHS to deliver
better value: the money is clearly available
to rescue vital services and save our NH5.
If she refuses to act it will be clear she is
happy for WHS organisations to fail.”

Sir Nigel Crisp, the WHS chief executive,

denied the charges. He said: “These
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figures are totally misleading. They
appear to be a mixture of projected
efficiency savings and projected deficits.
Any suggestion by Health Emergency
that the NHS is facing cutbacks on
such a scale is scaremongering of the
worst order.”

But Health Emergency point to the
practical impact on a huge number of
PCTs where millions of pounds are having
to be recouped through reductions in

GATE GOURMET EXPLAINED

rs Kaur, a worker at Gare

Gourmet for over six years, tells

the stary of the workers' fight
agamnst management,

Have conditions changed over the past
fewr years?

When Gate Gourmet was under British
Airwavs management we used to provide
the food for 45-55 flights. In recent years
we have provided food for over B0 flights,
and this on the same rate of pay and
working hours, not on overtime. Many
a time we have asked for some sort of
pay-rise but we were always told that
this was not possible due to the company
"losing money’. One of our major com-
plaints with the organisation of Gare

165N 0016-0504

Gourmet was thar there scemed to be
too many levels of management.,

On the one hand we were being rold
the company was losing money and on
the other hand more management team
members were being introduced, and in
2002 many of them had their wages
increased, from £17k to £23k.

Howw did the dispute start?

On the 9th August we were rold that
the seasonal temp workers were being
brought in. | asked why this was being
done, seeing as the company had wanted
to get rid of 630 staff [according to the
original offers of redundancy in June],

1 was told thar these temp workers were
being brought in to cover some of the
staff that had left - some 15 people,
hardly enough to justify the 130 temps
that were actually employed. These
concerns are what sparked off a
meeting called by the workers.

B R e T

dismissed but what 1 have heard from
friends and colleagues was quite shocking.
Women had water chucked on them and
were dragged from the building by
management; it's disgusting behaviour.
People were not allowed to get water,
to go to the toilet ... and some of these
people were diabetic and pregnant.

Wihat bas the personal impact been on
yioruf

Well obviously the income has substan-
tially decreased but it is the mental
impact that is worse | think. When you
are so used to getiing up every marning
and going to work, suddenly not having
anything to do all day is extremely

| strange. My family have been extremely

SUpportive.

How do, you see the dispute progressing?
I think the company’s aim is to ultimate
break the Union. People are desperate,
they need the money and the solidarity

ie hrsaline.
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service. Large reductions such as in North-
west London (£189m). Gloucestershire
and Wiltshire (£175m), County Durham
and Tees Valley (£152m) and Hampshire
and Isle of Wight (£125m.) are likely to
bite, while Brighton and Sussex was most
challenged, needing to cut roughly 12%
aof its annual income to stay afloat.

Rob Ray
Case study of likely effects: West Suffork PCT is
| £42.5m in debt, which has led to projacted job

uis Posada Carriles, a terrorist who
th:w up & Cuban airliner killing 76

people, remains in the Unired States
after immigration judge William Abbon
declined to issue a deportation order
sending Posada to face justice in
Venezuela.

Posada had already avoided being
rerurned to his native Cuba, after atmomeys
for the Department of Homeland Security
agreed he was likely to be tartured by
the Castro regime. Venezuela has also
applied for his extradition, which Posada’s
legal team has declined to fight, indicaring
that such a claim would involve revealing
details of violent anti-Castro activity that
would be embarassing to his former
employers - the US government.

Posada was involved in terrorist activity
against the Cuban government after
fleeing the island in the wake of the
1959 revolution, participating in the CI1A
spansored Bay of Pigs invasion in 1962,
His lawyer claims that he had been a
| CIA agent up until the 1990s and that
| the US should grant him citizenship or

POSADA STA
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losses of 440, with 103 beds going and two
surgical theatres closed. PCT boss Chris Brown
noted that the PCT had two choices, o “provide
85% of the service to 100% of the people o a
100% service to 85% of the people.” This i
only the worst, but all Suffolk PCTs are cutting
senices and jobs. It Is thought likely that three
hospitals will clase and bads will go in almost
evary facliity across the county. Three of the
trusts are considering sale of their land o claw
back money.

S FOR NOW

Posada’s involvement in the arms traffick-
ing to the Contra insurgency and a close
relationship to infamous Marine Corps
Lt Colonel Oliver Morth.

Protesters gathered outside the court
reom in El Paso, Texas, demanding
justice for the victims of the 1976
bombings and other crimes commitred
by Posada, including an [talian tourist
killed in a 1997 hotel bomb which

Posada bragged of organising in the
New York Times.



l Home and away

Power struggle

Gas and electriaty price hikes that were
passed by regulators earlier this year have
eome into effect, Over five million people
will tace higher bills as the second of
three major suppliers impose the rises,

Powergen have announced a 7.2% rise
in ressdential electricity prices and 11.9%
for gas, following EDF, who last month
pushed up prices by 10.7% for electriciry,
12% for gas. British Gas will put up their
own bills by the end of the year.

A new report by economic group
Global Insight has revealed thar Brinsh
families are paying up to £186 more
every year compared to Europeans in
non-privatised countries.

Lockerbie fake

A high-ranking police officer has given
lawyers defending Ali Mohamed al-
Moegrahi, convicred of the Lockerbie
bombings, a signed statement implicating
the CIA in a plot to frame him.

The officer, who was ranked ar least
assistant chief constable, claims a crucial
piece of evidence = a circuit board found
during the investigation, was planted as
the CIA "wrore the script’ to incriminare
Libya.

The circuit board, found several miles
away from the crash site, was part of
rimer device used o deronare explosives
and manufactured for only Libya and
the East German Stasi,

Rumours have circulated for several
vears that the bombing was a set-up, with
one reted CIA officer making similar
allegations in 2003,

Superunion attacked
A union of middle managers have
threatened to walk away from union
Amicus if the proposed superunion
merger goes through, claiming the new
group would be ‘roo lefr wing”. The
“Communication Managers Association
(CMA) have become increasingly
belligerent since negotiations opened
between Amicus, the GMB and TGWU
about the possibility of a merger in 2007,
The association, representing around
13,000 middle managers ar Royal Mail,
think the left wing focus will neglect them,
The TUC, which has been heavily
criticised for its pro-new Labour stance,
his rejecred the claims, saying a larger,
consolidated union would help to avoid
competitions for membership and have
the ability to pool resources,

Passports to pay

Passport costs could rise by nearly half
next year to help finance the introduction
of 1D cards, months before the bill
designed to introduce them has been
ratified. The move is widely regarded as
an attempt ro claw back some of the
projected £80bn cost of the cards, which
both Charles Clarke and the minister in
charge have admitced will not have any
riole in stopping terrorism or fraud.

The cost for a photo passport rises in
2006 from £42 to £60, and in February
the traditional passport will be replaced
by an e-passport.

Biometric passports will become reggular
issue by July of next year, regardless of
any changes to the 1D bill, so send off
now folks.

Gender fucked off

The pay divide has not lessened since New
Labour came to power, and may be getting
worse, according o a new study, A salary
camparison website, Payfindercom, found
that women still earn just over three-
uarters of the equivalent male salary.
Average yearly earnings for men are
£30,948, while women eam £13.977.

Around the world

DENMARK: The Danish police has raided
part of Christiania in Copenhagen. About
200 riot police stormed the freestare and
quickly sealed off *Fredens Eng’ (The
meadow of peace) which is a pare of
the site, where people live in trailers,

In one of the biggest mass arrests in
Denmark ever, the police made over a
hundred arrests. There are various reports
of injured people. Most people have
been charged with not following police
orders, although some with charges
relating to violence against the police.

Christinia had been self administrative,
meaning no permit was needed to
‘build’ new property or have rrailées
parked up on it's grounds. Newly
introduced law, means wrailers have o
leave, so new development can take
place.

The people from Christiania have

resisted this new fcﬁ_slan’on for years,
BEREY WARLE A RG] LIRCIE ULy IR

self-managed decision-making structures
that have kept the place running for
over twenty years.

ITALY: Last month a new anti-terrorist
law came into force in response to the
London bombings. The decree followed
a public debare which often strayed
into racism, according to media group
Statewatch.

Al Qaeda have issued threats against
Italy due ro its presence in Irag and
attitudes expressed by MPs and
ministers from the Lega Nord,

Giuseppe Pisanu, the lalian Interior
Minister, said that measures in the
decree were not “exceptional™ bur an
“intervention ro make existing norms
sharper and more incisive in the fight
against terrorism,”

Statewatch said: “Although the claim
was aimed at reducing concern over the
measures that were 1o be adopted, a
closer reading of the law suggests thar
it features the adoption of ‘exceprional’

| ot
measares on a permanent basis,*

MEXICO: Over the 7ch, 8th and 9th of
Seprember, Mayan groups of the Yucaran,
Mexico, will hold the P'uj, the search to
hunt the deer, that represents the capacity
of the Mayans to organise themselves
around a common objective.

The P'uj will be a mobilisation o lifc
the word and the memaories of the
Mayan people from where the govern-
ment has sewn forgetfulness, The three-
day march will depart from Cistell, the
place where the indigenous rebellion
lead by Jacinto Can Ek in 1761 began
against the Spanish colonisation, and
will arrive in Merida, the capital city of
the Yucatan, where they will present a
document to the local congress,

The document is the manifestation o f
a group of mayvans who oppose the
ereation of a local law of indigenous
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would respect the San Andreas
Accords, which were signed in 1996 by
the EZLN (Zapatistas), the
representatives of various indigenous
peoples and representatives of the
Mexican government.

appear to have been victims of the US
administration’s policy of secret
detentions around the world. For over
a year and a half they had effectively
‘disappeared’.

Thousands of detainees remain held
in US custody in lrag and hundreds
remain in US custody in Afghanistan,
some of them having been derained
without trial and virtually
incommunicado for more than a year.

Several thousand other detainees are

belisved to be held in the custody of

MIDDLE EAST: The accounts of rwo
Yemeni detainees said ro have recently
been transferred from the US detention
facility at Guantinamo Bay in Cuba
have described another US detention
FEgIMmE JUst as sinister, yet more

secretive, than Guantinamo, The men

Prison news

Yarl's Wood

Two women have been taken to Bedford
Hospital as fears grow for the health of
the Ugandan hunger strikers in the fifch
week of their protest. Four women

hunger strikers remain in Yarls Wood
protesting against their deportation and
the conditions in detention, One very ill
and weak woman was taken on a 12-
hour journey to Dungavel Detention
Centre in Scotland, where she remains
on hunger serike,

Other women, including spokeswoman
Harrier Anyangokole, have been released
having ar last secured legal representation
and the opportunity o get their case
reconsidered as a result of their protest,
But at least two women have been
deported, one of whom was stopped by
corrupt immigration officials in Uganda
demanding she give them all her money
or they would hand her over to the
police. She is now in hiding. There has
been no contact with the echer woman.
The Home Office refuses o take any

F

responsibility for monitoring the safety
of those it returns.
Some of the women affected are:

Ms Gloria Chalimpa (HO Ref; C111
73393 Port Rel: SEV/02/5277) who
has been in detention since 24ch June
2005 and is due to be deported on 22nd
September. She suffered years of
repeated rape from the age of six, when
the Lords Resistance Army (LRA) killed
her parents and abducred her.

She was rrained as a child soldier how
to fight and use guns, She was sold to a
‘sponsor’, who also raped her and later
arranged for her to stady in the UK. On
a visit back to Uganda she was arrested
and imprisoned for kissing another
woman in a nightclub. She managed to
sscape and returned 1o the UK. But when
she claimed asylum she was put on the
‘fast-track’ procedure and detained in
Yarl's Wood.

Ms Madina lrimeri [HO Ref: G
1121198/2 Port ref: AFC/S61670) has
been demined for three months in the
UK and 15 due to be deported on 20th
September. She was detained in military
barracks in Uganda where she subfered
rape and peher tormure. The Home Office
tefused to believe her account when she
<laimed asylum.

account was dismissed by the adjudicaror
because it was a fax,

Hospital after she collapsed in Yarl's
Wood on Sunday.

looking for her husband who was in
the LRA, and again when she was
taken into detention, She was raped
again by the man who broughr her o
the UK. She is HIV positive. Again no
expert evidence was commissioned by
her lawyer to document her experiences
and needs. The Home Office and the
adjudicator ar her appeal dismissed her
account claiming the availability of fres
HIV/AIDs rreamment in Uganda,

)R[htl governments at the behest of the

In addition, however, the USA is
holding an unknown number of
detainees in secrer, incommunicado
custody in unknown locations and
unknown conditions.

Amnesty International has received
reports that in the context of the *war
on terror” the USA has established
secret detention Facilities in a number
of countries. These could include
Jordan, Pakistan, Egypt, Thailand
and Afghanistan, and in the US hase
on the British Indian Ocean territory
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UK: Kent police have impounded thi
entire 60,000 print-run of the BNP
‘newspaper” Voice of Freedom on th
grounds it is inciting racial hatred.
The September issue of the publica
was impounded at Dover on Sunday
whilst en route from a printworks ir
Slovakia (its previous printer was a
Saudi firm) to a distribution facility
Leeds, and will hopefully be pulped.
A spokesman said officers were
working with the Crown Prosecunol

Service.

USA: Colin Powell, the former US
secretary of stare, has attacked the B
administration for its actions in Irag
saying the post-war planning for the
country has been chaotic and could
lead to civil war

The general expressed deep regret
his actions in pushing the war in the
UN, and has admired that the evide
he had was neither factually correct
enough to justify the invasion.

He also admitted there wis never |
evidence linking the events of 11th
September to Saddam Hussein,

of Diego Garcia,

Ms Irimeri’s lawyer failed 1o keep her |
informed of what was being done on
her case, and she never saw whar was
submitred 1o the authoriries. No expert
report was commissioned by her lawver
for her appeal hearing to document Ms
Irimeris account of her experiences and
investigare their impact on hee An affidavit
she had gor from Uganda confirming her

Ms Enid Ruhango (HO ref: R1095499
Port ref: LBEf393901) was detained on
17th May and has also been in Bedford

She was raped by Ugandan soldiers

G8 update, from the Legal Defence
Monitoring Group

Most of our time is currently spent
sorting out the aftermath of the G§ as
part of the G& Legal Support Group,

The Group fielded legal observers at all

the actions in Scotland throughout the
week. Around 360 people were arrested

and court cases are now taking place.

Although some people were remanded

{one person for six weeks), no one is
currently in prison. The Group issued a
statement condemning the policing and
have appealed for witnesses.

More details can be found ac the

websire gBlegalsupport.info where
updates will also appear.
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An unusually cool summer

Research by the Met Office suggests that climate change will have a
major impact on our food supply and weather, reports Rob Ray

increasing the number of people at

risk of starvation by up tw 50 million,
according to a report given ar the Brirish
Association for the Advancement of
Science Festival of Science in Dublin
on Sth September.

In the UK, hearwave summers like
the one in 2003 which killed 15,000
people across Europe will be regarded
as “unusually cool’ by 2050.

The report, published by the govern-
ment funded Hadley Centre, paints a
deeply concerning picture of the impact
of global warming, and warns thar with-
out massive changes in greenhouse gas
output, the changes will be inevirable,
and irreversible,

Other effects predicted using newly
developed methods by the Met Office-
linked research team to cur down
uncertainties in predicting global climate
change over the next 50 vears have shown

in preliminary resolis:
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c limate change will destroy crops, |
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* At many locations, extreme tempera-
tures to increase more than the seasonal
average. At some locations, seasonal
average rainfall is predicted to decrease,
while the intensity of extreme rainfall
will increase,

Less certain possibilities include:

* The oceans' thermohaline circulation
(movement of the sea along underwarer

» Gulf stream to slow by 20% by mid-

» Significant degradation of the

arteries which transfer hor water from
south to north and returns cold)
collapsing. The effects of an abrupt
collapse of the circulation would cause
significant cooling over much of the
northern hemisphere.

* A de-glaciation of Greenland may be
triggered some time in the next few

centuries, A new simulacion indicares
that more than half of the Greenland
ice sheet could be lost over the next
1,000 years, with a contribution to
sea level rises of up to 4m.

century, though unlikely to switch off
altogether.

Amazonian basin, and massive die-off
in the rainforests due to low rainfall!
higher temperatures.

The report had pamcular concerns about
the continuing viability of the global heat
sinks, such as in the Labrador Sea, which

have untl now significantly reduced the
impact of fossil fuel use.

It said: “ About half the carbon dioxide
emitted by fossil fuel burning is absorbed
by natural *sinks’ in ecosystems and the
oceans, Were it not for this, dimare
would already be changing faster than
it 1%,

“Rut there are concerns that this free

service provided by nature may run out

The ability of vegetation and soil to
absorb carbon dioxide concentrations
in the atmosphere is also a cause for
concern, it said: “In some parts of the
world, where rainfall decreases and higher
TEMPETATUres iNcrease evaporaton,
vegetanon will die back. Thus, instead
of carbon being drawn from the
armosphere, it will actually return to
the atmosphere to enhance already
INCreasing concentrations.™

Soil 15 due to become a net producer
of CO2 by 2050, speeding the process
of global warming stll further.

Dwuring the festival in Trinity College,
Dublin, a separate talk by Steve Long, a

crop sciennst at the University of llinois,

Hatfield execs walk

campaign for changes to the rules
A governing manslaughter convictions

has found renewed support in the
wake of the Hatfield rail crash rial, which
last month saw rail execurives cleared
of responsibility for the deaths of four
peaple on 17th October, 2000,

Campaigners want the rules - which
currently allow for prosecution only if
it can be proved there is a ‘controlling
mind" instigaring the deaths - altered,
with support unexpectedly coming from
the Crown Prosecution Service after the
trial finished.

The construction company Balfour
Beatty and five rail executives had been
taken to court on manslaugheer charges,
which were thrown out by presiding
judge Mr Justice Mackay two months
ago.

Mackay said at the time: *[ am not
permitted to give reasons for the
decision. I must ask you to accept my
ruling.”

The decision angered campaigning
groups and disturbed the CPS, Director

of public prosecutions, Ken McDonald
QC, said on Tuesday 6th September:

“I stand by the decision to prosecute
for manslaughter and breaches of
health and safery law, We fele there was
sufficient evidence in this case and the
seriousness of what was alleged meant
the public interest demanded a
prosecution.

“However, the judge'’s ruling on
manslavghter demonstrates again the
very real difficoloes the Crown has in
SeCuring convictions against corporate
businesses or individuals.”

Instead Balfour Beatry were found
guiley by a jury of breaking safery rules
before the rail crash, which also injured
102. The ruling will see the company
fined for Health and Safery Act
violations en 3rd October, at the end of
a nine month trial and a five vear wait
for the families of those affected.

Bob Crow, general secretary of rail
union RMT, said: “When there’s money
to be made there's no shortage of
executives ready and willing to pocket

discussed recent interest in a theory that
increasing CO2 levels would stimulate
crop growth enough to offser any
danger posed by rising remperatures.
He dismissed the idea. Extensive testing
under controlled conditions, he said,
showed a significant loss of crops

far bonuses, but when there's some
responsibility to be taken for something
going horribly wrong, there's a
deafening chorus of ‘not me, guv’,”

Jonathan Goldberg, defending one of
the executives, told the jury: “These
men worked in an under-funded, under-
invested industry, which had been
neglected by governments of all parties
for over 40 years and which had
recently undergone a botched and
unworkable privatisation.”

During the trial it was pointed out
that workers on the line had warned
bosses up to two years before the crash
that the line was unsafe. They had
proposed a 20mph speed limit and
urgent repairs over a 36-hour period o
the affected area.

In a year of hugely increased profirs,
this professional recommendation was
ignored,

A drafr bill designed to impose a
“duty of care” on executives will be pur
to the parliamentary scrutiny process
shortly before Christmas,

regardless of CO2 levels. “Current
projections of global food supply under
climatic and atmospheric change are
likely to be very optimistic.” he said.

Professor Long illustrated his point
with the results of experiments with
soya beans, the most important

15 or bust

study by the Employers' Forum on
A Age (EFA] has found thart che

majority of workers won't want to
work beyond 85 and, of those thar do,
maost either cannor afford to stop or are
private seCtor managers.

Around 52% of the 1,600 people
questioned stated that they regarded their
retirement age a5 just reward or disliked
their job enough o discount staying,.

Of the remaining half of the working
population, it was estimated that 40%
comprised of private sector managers
whose artitudes ro work and pensions
were ‘relaxed’, with most of the rest of
the workforce cting their personal
financial situation as the primary reason
for wantng to stave off retirement.

The report, Amitudes on Age, also
found that only one in five workers
thoughr they would be fir to continue
working into their 70s, though thart
total may be skewed by age
discrimination factors,

Ms Sam Mercer, director of the EFA l

said: *Our research reveals that age is

leguminous crop, which, it was found,
would vield 20% less by 2050, as a
result of increasing ozone, a pollutant
relared to photochemical smog.

Sea hitp://www.the-ba.net/the-ba,/ Events/
FestivalofSclence/

irrelevant when it comes to people's
attitudes to working for longer - over
half of all workers want to retire as
soon as possible. This should worry
Government, given the need to extend
working life to counter our ageing
population and the looming pension
crisis.”

The report concluded: “The finding 1
a stark warning to Government in
advance of the introduction of age
discrimination regulations in October
2006,

“The report suggests a “one-size-firs-
all’ approach by the Government and
employers to tackle working for longer
and retirement will be ineffecrive.”

The Pensions Commission is due to
report its own findings on the pensions
issue in November. Pensions minister
Stephen Timms has said a separate
consultation document on the subject
will be published next spring.

A major shakeup in age discrimination
law will come into effect in October of
next year
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News

Constitutional farce in Iraq

The proposed Iraqi constitution is the product of bribery, American
pressure and is almost completely illegal, reports Jack Ray

he founding document of lrag’s

new Republic, set to be put before

the people by referendum on 15th
October, has come under fire from all
sides, proveking anti-constitution
demonstrations across the country.
Reports on the process have also
criticised the heavy-handedness of
American Ambassador to Irag Zalmay
Khalilad and his team with accusations
that members of the drafting commiree
were offered multi-million dollar bribes
to support the document.

Under the Transitional Administrative
Laws {TAL) established by Irag’s interim
administrarion under Ivad Allawi the
process was due to be finished on 15th
August, bur difficulties in reaching an
agreement meant that an amendment
was made 1o the law allowing for an
extension to the 22nd. In the event chat

P i
point, the national assembly was to be
dissolved and further elections called.
Instegd, the constitutional process was
illegally continued until che 29th, where
the constitution was submirted withour
the consensus of the drafring commiree
- a precondition of the Sunni delegates’
involvement in the process. The draft
was then illegally submitted for public
referendum without a national
assembly vore,

Andrew Arato, a constitutional expert
at the University of Chicago said, *1t is
an absurd idea, and probably a novelty
in the history of constitution making
that a constiturional assembly need not
vote at all .., whe is submiming the text
to the population and by whar righti®

The chacric constitutional process

contmued afrer the submission of the
‘final' drafr with US ambassador
Khalilad insisting that changes could
still be made to the draft as late as the
7th September. American intecference in
the constitutional process has been the
subject of widespread complaing, even
trom their Kurdish allies. Mahmoud
Orhman, a Kurdish constitution
comminee member said * The Americans
say they don't intervene, but they have
intervened deep. They gave us a detailed
proposal, almost a full version of a
constitution.” Most of the negotations
on the constitution being conducted by
American and Brirish diplomats shuttling
between individual delegates, side-
stepping open committee debate. Saudi
newspaper Al-Watan even reported
Sunni negotiators being affered $5m

| apiece by Washington to sign off on the

' i

Coalition interests were obvious in
the final draft of the consttution; an
early draft appeanng in June contamned
the provision *social justice is the basis
of building seociety”, replaced in the
larer version with Acticle 25 outlining
neo-liberal plans for the constiturion:
“The state shall guarantee the reforming
of the Iragi economy according ro
mademn economic bases... encouraging
and developing the privare sector™, The
strong position of popular cleric Grand
Avatallah Sistani was also reflecred in
the document’s second article outlawing
civil legislation thar contradicrs “the
establish laws of Islam™ and secing

come from a wide variety of sources.

The Sunni muslim representatives on
the constitutional committee walked

out in protest at the final draft being
presented without their consent. Their
group had already been on the receiving
end of often violent arracks from their
own communities for even participanng
in the process, and the constitution looks

Islamic Sharia Law as a *fundamenral

source” of legislation.
Opposition to the constitution has

Homeless and hunted

easants forced out of their homes

by the violence of right-wing

paramilitaries have occupted empty
homes in the Colombian capital of
Bogota. On 29th August more than
1,300 refugees arrived in trucks and
buses ar Patio Bonito, a building site in
the Keanedy district of the cty, where
they occupied 163 unfinished homes
which had stood unused for six years,

The families had been forced into
taking direct action in the face of a
govenment indifferent to the plight of
three million Colombians displiced in
the oounery’s 40 year old civil wac. Many
had been fleeing paramilitary groups such
as the AUC, who garry out murders ol
comminity activists, human rights
obervers, trade unionists and supposed
supporters of the lefrist insurgency.

The new: residents gquickly set about
making Patia Boniro hospitable with
children joining their parents in pulling
weeds, cleaning houses and setting up

kinchens while the ciry government

responded by sending in ESMAD, the riot |
police who killed 15 vear old anarchist
Nicolas Meira earlier this vear. The
authorities blockaded the entrance to
the site, refusing to let people in or our,
This continued until the protesters came
to an agreement with the city council,
leaving the camp an 8th Seprember in
exchange for food subsidies, access ro
educanion and school uniforms for their
children, and a promise that they would
be found housing,

The offer, made under the national
media spotlight, was not extended o
other refugees and amounts to just a
third of the monthly subsidies currently
being offered to demobilised paramili-
taries. The recently enacred Law on
justice and Peace, which sers the terms
of the disarmament and disbandment of |
the AUC has come under severe
criicism by NGOs and human rights
organisations, with the UN describing ic
as an “implicit amnesty”. The AUC and
its allies are estimated 1o be responsible

set o be rejected in huge numbers among
the [ragi Sunnis. Former insurgent cleric
Moqrada al-Sadr also strongly rejected

for 80% of all human rights abuses
during Colombia's civil war and are
sad to work in close co-ordination
with Colombia stare security forces,
Under the plan, AUC members will
receive a monthly payment of $156 for
rwo vears in addition o a 53,500 grant
in order to set themselves up ina
business in exchange for handing in
their weapons. The offer 15 dependent
on the AUC maintaining a ceasefire
that Amnesty International claim has
already been broken, “paramilitaries
continue [0 Operare as a r||||||-.1r].-' force,
to kill and threaten human righrs
defenders and local communiry
activists, to recruit and act jointly with
the security forces ... thousand of
human rights abusers have already
benefited from de facto amnesties under
the law.”

Much of the land raken from the Pario
Bonito families has been illegally seized
as a result of paramilitary activity, part
of 4.3m hectares taken by force.

the new constitution, calling a mass
demonstration in eight ¢ities involving
100,000 people to oppose the
document. Opponents have formed a
broad united front against to fight the
constitution, with complaints centring
on the federal nights insisted upon by
the Kurdish minority, The constiturion
has to be passed by at least eight out of
Iraq’s nine provinces, with ar least two
predominantly Sunni district almost

certam o reject it

he wave of state violence in Hain

continued on 20th August with a1

east 20 people killed attending a
football match in Port-au-Prince. The
massacre, carried our by Haitian
Narional Police (HNP) and armed
civilians occurred ar half-time during a
“Tournament for Peace” in the slum of
Martissant.

HNP officers instructed the mnnoy
announcer to tell the crowd o ger down,
before opening fire on the three to four
thousand spectators.

Armed civilians identified targers in
the crowd — supposed supporters of
ousted President Jean-Bertran Aristide
— and the attackers reportedly machered
peaple trying to escape the football
ground.

Shortly afterwards police cars and
ambulances arrived o take away the

bodies,

tasked with keeping the peace investi-
gated the incident and declared “This

The United Nations mission in Haati, '

was a horrible and unacceprable incident,
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Meanwhile, violence across the
country has not abated, with insurgents
taking control of Al Qaim, on the
Syrian border, reportedly executing
collaborators with the coalition and
erecting signs reading “Welcome to the
Islamic Republic of Qaim™ on the main
entrance to the town, US troops had
previously launched an offensive to
take back rhe town from insurgents in
May, before leaving to assault another
| stronghold , Tall Afar,

‘Massacre at Port-au-Prince

| from which we must take all the lessons.”
The UN% role on the island has come
under international scrutiny, with
allegations of complicity in government
repression and a leading role in the
deaths of dozens of civilians in a 6th
July rasd.

Meanwhle, human rights organisations
| have condemned a recent World Bank
report describing “a year of progress "in
Hain, calling the article = which boasts
of the creation of new schools, roads
and jobs - an “inexcusable whirewash.”
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Feature

Dead city

N

A summary of New Orleans reports from the ground in the aftermath
of hurricane Katrina, edited from raw Indymedia text

urricane Katrina could have
killed tens of thousands of
peaple, aided and abetted
by the actions of an
American government who,
in the words of Kanye
West, "don't care about
black people’. Below are edited versions
af some of the best reporting on
Indymedia New Orleans.

Self organisation sans the state
Two paramedics stranded in New Orleans
give their account on 2nd September, as
the first reports of looting and anarchy
start to surface:

“Two davs afrer Hurricane Katrina
struck New Orleans, the Walgreen's store
at the corner of Royal and Therville streets
remained lockoed. The dairy display case
was clearly visible through the widows,

bs wnvas wuevwar 4.!-{ ls saipe unthaai b alasreieito

inte boat vards, ‘steiling’ boars to rescue
thetr neighbours clinging to their roots
in flood warers. Mechanics who helped
hor-wire any car that could be found o
ferry people out of the City. And the
food service workers who scoured the
commercial kitchens improvising
communal meals for hundreds of those
‘scranded’.

“Most of these workers had lost their
homes, and had not heard from members
of their families, yer they stayed and
provided the only infrastructure for the
20% of New Orleans that was not
under water.”

Words from the refugee camps
Jordan Flaherty on 2nd Seprember writes:
“| just left New Orleans a couple hours
ago, | travelled from the apartment I was
staving in by boat to a helicopter to a
refupes camn. 1E anvone wants to

yogurt and cheeses were beginning to
spoil in the 90-degree hear. The owners
and managers had locked up the food,
water, pampers, and prescriptions and
fled the Ciry.

*Ourside Walgreen's windows, residents
and tourists grew increasingly thirsty and
hungry. The much-promised federal, stare
and local aid never materialised and the
windows ar Walgreen's gave way to the
looters. There was an alternarive.

“The cops could have broken one small
window and distributed the nuts, frui
juices, and bottle water in an organised
and systemmatic manner, But they did
not. Instead they spent hours playing
cat and mouse, tempararily chasing
away the looters.

“We were finally airlifted out of New
Orleans two days ago and arrived home
vesterday [Saturday]. We have yer to
see any of the TV coverage or look at a
newspaper. We are willing to guess tha
there were no video images or front-
page pictures of European or affluent
white tourists looting the Walgreen's in
the French Quarter.,

“We also suspect the media will have
been inundated with *hero’ images of the
Narional Guard, the troopsand che
police struggling to help the *victims' of
the hurricane, What you will not see, but
what we wirnessed, were the real heroes
and sheroes of the hurricane relief effort:
the working class of New Orleans,

“The maintenance workers who used
a fork lift to cacry the sick and disabled.
The enginecrs, who rigged, nurtured and
kept the generators running. The elec-
tricians who imprnvrscd thick extension
cords stretching over blocks to share
the little elecrricity we had in order 1o
free cars stuck on rooftop parking lots,

MNurses who rook over for mechanical
ventilators and spent many hours on end
manually forcing air into the lungs of
unconscious parients 1o keep chem alive.
“Daarmen who rescued folks stuck in

officials towards the victims of hurricane
Karrina, [ advise you to visit one of the
refugee camps.

“In the refugee camp 1 just lefr, on the
1-10 freeway near Causeway, thousands
of people {at least 90% black and poor)
stood and squatted in mud and trash
behind meral barricades, under an
unforgiving sun, with heavily armed
soldiers standing guard over them.

“When a bus would come through, it
would stop at a random spot, state
police would open a gap in one of the
barricades, and people would rush for
the bus, with no information given about
where the bus was going. Once inside
(we were told) evacuees would be told
where the bus was taking them — Baton
Rouge, Houston, Arkansas, Dallas, or
other locations. | was told thar if you
boarded a bus bound for Arkansas (for
example), even people with family and
a place to stay in Baton Rouge would
not be allowed to ger out of the bus as
it passed through Baton Rouge.

“You had no choice but to go to the
shelter in Arkansas, If you had people
willing ro come 10 New Orleans to pick
vou up, they could not come within 17
miles of the camp,

“I travelled throughout the camp and
spoke to Red Cross workers, Salvacion
Army workers, Navonal Guard, and stare
police, and although they were friendly,
no ane could give me any details on when
buses would arrive, how many, where they
would go 1o, or any other information.

I spoke o the several teams of joumal-
ists nearby, and asked if any of them had
been able to ger any information from
any federal or state officials on any of
these questions, and all of them, from
Australian tv ro local Fox affiliares
complained of an unorganised, non-
l.'l]I'I'IITliII'IIc:lII!.rJ:, IMESS.

“One cameraman rold me ‘as someone
who's been here in this camp for two
days, the only information [ can give vou

elevarors. Refinery workers who broke

15 this: ger out by mighrfall. You don't

want to be here at night.’

“There was also no visible amempt by
any of those running the camp o set up
any sort of transparent and consistent
system, for instance a line to get on buses,
a way to register contact informanon or
find family members, special needs
services tor children and infirm, phone
services, treatment for possible disease
exposure, nor even a single trash can.

“While the rich escaped New Orleans,
those with nowhere to go and no way
to ger there were lett behind.” Adding salt
to the wound, the local and nanonal
media have spent the last week demonising
those left behind. As someone that loves
New Orleans and the people in it, this
is the part of this tragedy thar hurts me
the most, and it hures me deeply.

“MNa sane person should classify some-
one who takes food from indefinitely
closed stores in a desperate, starving city
as a ‘looter”, but that’s just what the
media did over and over again. Sheriffs
and politicians talked of having troops
protect stores instead of perform rescue
aperations.

Images of New Orleans” hurricane-
ravaged population were rransformed
into black, out-of-control, criminals. As
if taking a stereo from a store that will
clearly be insured against loss is a greater
crime than the governmental neglect
and incompetence that did billions of
dollars of damage and destroyved a city.

“This media focus is a tactic, just as
the eighties focus on “welfare gueens’ and
*super-predarors’ obscured the simul-
tanecus and much larger crimes of the
Savings and Loan scams and mass lay-
offs, the hyper-exploited people of New
Orleans are being used as a scapegoat

to cover up much larger crimes,

*Ciry, state and national politicians are
the real criminals here. Since at least the
mid-1800s, irs been widely known the
danger faced by floading to Wew Orleans.
The flood of 1927, which, like this week's
events, was more about polirics and
racism than any kind of namural disaster,
illuscrared exactly the danger faced.

“Yet government officials have con-

sistently refused to spend the money to
protect this poor, overwhelmingly black,
ciry. While FEMA and others warned of
the urgent impending danger o New
Orleans and put forward proposals for
funding to reinforce and protect the ciry,
the Bush administration, in every vear
since 2001, has cut or refused 1w fund
New Orleans flood control, and ignored
scientists warnings of mereased hurmicanes
as a result of global warming,

“And, as the dangers rose with the
floodlines, the lack of coordinated
response dramatised vividly the callous

disregard of cur elecred leaders.™

Don't forget the prisoners
One local wonders, where have all the
prisoners gone?

“I joined members of Families and
Friends of Lousiana’s Incarcerated
Children (FFLIC) these past few days
walking through shelters in Louisiana and
Texas trying to help families connect up
with cheir children who had been locked
up in derention centres andfor loved ones
who had been in OFF.

“All adule OPP prisoners who are still
in state custody are currently being held
at either Angola or Hunts. There is
| word also that people who were being

I held ar OPP on less than a §1,000 bond

either will or could {depending on wi
vou talk to) be released if a family c
and is able to provide some kind of
address. Ocher family members have
been told that records are not availib
vet, but once the computer system i
up, they intend on holding hearings 1
‘a couple of weeks' to process releass
"We have not been able to find ou
how many of the 6,000-plus OPP
prisoners are accounted for The New
York Times today reports that Shenlf
Gusman claims the prisoners have al

| been moved outside the city. As of te

morning, however, it seems the OFF
computer system was still down, son
hard to fathom how the Sheriff could
credibly make such a claim,

“We have beard disturbing accountsi
the evacuation of OPP. It seems Grem
in Jefferson Parish was evacuated as vl
but we have no information on when
or how it was evacuared,

*We also know now thar at least som
of the people who were arrested during
the general evacuarion are now being
held ar Gretna in Jefferson Parish. The
media reports earlier in the week repons
peaple arrested were being beld in the
Grevhound station. We don't know
whether this is still the case, and haven
been able to get a phone number for
families to call. FFLIC has not confirms
that all youths have been accounted for

“We do not yet know where people
age 16 or under who were arrested
during the general evacuation are being
held. Families scarrered around nine
states are desperately trying 1o find o
where their kids and other family
members are being locked up.”

Soa letters on page 6 for maore on New Ovain
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Anarchists work towards a society of
mutual aid and voluntary co-operation.
We reject government, and all forms of
exploitation and domination,

Freedom Press is an independent
anarchist publisher, founded in 1886,
Besides this newspaper, which comes
out every two weeks, we produce books
on all aspects of anarchist theory and
practice — see our website for a full list.

In our building in East London we run
Britain's biggest anarchist bookshop
and host the Autonomy Club meeting
room and the Freedom Hacklab open-
access [T space,

Qur aim is to explain anarchism
more widely and 1o show that people
can work rogether and use direct action
to practically improve our lives and
build a berter world.

Freedam's editors wish to present a
broad range of anarchist thought, and
ay such the views expressed in the
paper are those of che individual
contributors and nor necessarily these
of the editorial collective,

Angel Alley

Inspired by the work of our new
upstairs neighbours the Advisory

Service for Squatters, who have turned

s il
space ({they even got the creak our of

the floorboards), we had a bit of a ndy-
up ar our own place.

Among the stems recovered were
missing correspondence, revolutionary
French newspapers from (we kid you
not) the early 19405, and a frankly
ridiculous number of back issues from
the last few vears. We've also found
thousands of stickers for a printer
which no longer works,

Being the recycled-praduct loving
souls that we are, we'd rather not
throw this stuff out, so if anyone would
like to have a look over it (or in the
case of the stickers, just carting most of
them away...) vou'd be more than
welcome ro have a word with the folks
ar the shop.

On a slightly more worrying note, a
develaper is abour to start building a
block of flats next door to us and will
apparently be removing and then
rebuilding a party wall we share ro

allow the company to do some of its
building work, We'll be looking into
that, and hoping the werk doesn't
cause too much distress to our own
tragile old building.

Contact details

Freedom Press, 84b Whitechapel High
Streer, London E1 7QX

Telffax: 020 7247 9249
www.freedompress,org.uk

Enguirtes: nfolfreedompress.org.uk
CopyLetters: copy@freedompress.omg.uk
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No hope, no
chance

The aftermath hasn't begun. There are
still thousands trapped in a beleaguered
city by water, disease, lack of supplies
and by far the most galling - lack of
competence and care. The disasrer that
has struck New Orleans in the shape of
hurricane Katrina has asked some
fundamental questions about the
current American administration, but
just as importantly it asks deep and
demanding questions about the nature
of American, and therefore Western,
government as a whole,

While many still endure the physical
effects of the disaster some might say
thar this is not the time to look ar the
wider issues and currents that have left
the people of New Orleans flailing in
the rising warers. However, it is exactly
now, as the levels of anger and incredulity
of the people of Mississippi is ar its
highest, that voices must be raised to
farthom the reasons why so many
should have been treated, apparently,
so badly.

In Britain there has been, surprisingly,
an examinarion of the Bush administra-
rion's lukewarm, if nor frozen, response
to what has been dubbed one of
America’s greatest tragedies in history,
Bubbling underneath the cold rhetoric
of the media is an almost, (though
thankfully not quite), dumbstruck need
to define the White House's position as,
at best, incompetent, and at worst,

when it evidently doesn't is one of the
fundamental flaws of any government
from a cinzen's point of view. What
this leads to are the scenes we have
wimnessed over the last few days; looks
of shock and harror as gun wielding
members of government agencies speed
through arcas full of desperate people,
When a government orders its own
troops away from the important rasks
of search and rescue rowards the
scemingly petty defence of buildngs
from looters then the basic motivations
of those in charge must be placed under
the microscope.

There is a deeper concern in relation
to the American people’s reliance on
their clearly uncencerned Government.
So much trust and hope has been
placed in the hands of those that don't
deserve it that the ability to act tor
oneself and for the benefit of those
around you, either physically, morally,
intellecrually or spiritually is massively
impaired.

But should we be surprised? The

seemingly callous way the population
of New Orleans has turned in on itself
during this crisis only highlights the
results of placing materialism at the
centre of any society’s definition, It
seems foolhardy to subject a population
to years of authoritarian sponsored
devotion to capitalism and then look
aghast as they place the desire to stize
guns and televisions above the desire to
help those around them.

Simon Price
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give 2 damn.Bur why should thev?
What's in it for them? Surely by the
time the nexr election comes round (in
a far off 2008), many more events will
have interceded for the vast majority of
Americans reducing the current crisis of
New Orleans only as a dim and distant
memory,

Put bluntly the American government
has ‘not been there when it has been
most needed. Critics have consistently
commented on this fact with a naive
amount of surprise. They are only there
when it suits them. Their actions must
fulfil the most fundamental crteria that
motivates government — what will it do
for them in terms of retaining or
gaining power.

Tragically, within Western democracies,
people have come 1o rely, almost
exclusively, on their governments and
their agencies for the answers and
solutions to their soceties’ problems
and crisis,

This rebiance on a system that purports

| repors of violence by the people of

w care deeply about the people’s concerns

ZAPATA

OF MEXICO
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The next issue will be dated 1st October
and the last day to ger your copy to us
will be Friday 23rd September (sce
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by
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companies. Under |
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leading figure of the Mexican Revolution of 1510, He fought for the rights
st gready lnndiords, treacherows polltieians and foreign-owned

slogan ‘Land and Liberty!’ he became the purest embodiment

of the Mexican Revolution. Zapata's memory, like his ghost, ride
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a negative one even (Red Cross cargoes
were turned away by the Federal
Emergency Management Agency) - was
one side of the media coverage which
followed the hurricane. The other was
an attempt to poreray those who sought
food, drink and medications in order to
survive as ‘looters’ and “awless anarchises’.

As hip-hop superstar Kanye West said:
*I hare the way they portray us in the
media. If you see a black family, it says
they're looting. See a whire family, it
savs thev're looking for food.™

The amrempt by the Stare and corporate
propaganda was to legitimare the shoot-
to-kill policy implemented once soldiers
did arrive. In facr, they reated the
suffering as a military operation, and
phrases like *‘Take back® the city” were
circulated. This was largely unnecessary:

New Orleans are greatly exaggerated.

Bur this coverage failed o mention other
key factors in the disaster, painting it
largely as an unforesecable nawral
phenomenon, It was not.

¢ on in Maxico

In some ways it was the partially the
result of eco-rerrorism - the over
consumption and gross pollution by the
world's most environmental- and
energy-profligate narion.

Climatologists have known (and have
tricd to make public) for decades the
likely impacr of climate change. Greater
terocity of hurricanes, if not necessarily
their greater frequency, is known to be
a by-product of higher temperatures in
the Atlantc Ocean, Hurricanes are the
result. Bush’s denial and dismissal of the
science of climate change 15 well known,

The extent of the damage could also
have been controlled in New Orleans if
those responsible for safeguarding the ciry
had acted on information freely available
to them for years.

For instance the New Orleans project
manager for the Army Corps of Engineers,
Alired Naomi, had been warning for
vears of the need to shore up the levees,
but the Bush junta and congress kept
cutting back on the funding.

The most recent act of negligence was
a §71.2 million reduction for the New
Orleans district in fiscal year 2006. *['ve
never seen this level of reduction,™ Naomi
told the New Orleans CiryBusiness
paper in June of this year. His district
had ®identified $35 million in projects
to build and improve levees, floodwalls,
and pumping stations... [but what we
receive is] enough to pay salaries but
litle else.”

In 2001 FEMA “ranked the potential
damage to New Orleans as among the
three likeliest, most catastrophic

Aisasrars bacins tha cosmeen” acenrding
to Eric Berger in the Houston Chronicle
in December of that year. “The city’s
less-than-adequate evacuation routes
would strand 250,000 people or more,
and probably kill one of ten left behind
as the city drowned under twenty feet
of water. Thousands of refugees could
land in Houston.” That's pretty much
what is happening.

In June 2003, Civil Engine¢ring
Magazine carried a story by Greg
Brouwer, “The Creeping Storm”. It noted
that the levees “were designed to with-
stand only forces associated with a fase-
moving™ category 3 hurricane,

On 11th Ocrober 2004, a lengthy
warning piece by Paul Nussbaum was
published in the Philadelphia Inquirer,
entitled *Direct Hurricane Hit Could
Drown City of New Orleans, Experts
Sav.” Ir said that “more than 25,000
peaple could die, emergency officials
predict, That would make it the
deadliest disaster in US history.” The
article quoted Terry C. Tuller, city
director of emergency preparedness:
“It’s only a marter of time. The thing
that keeps me awake ar night is the
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bureaucracy, longer chains of command
and a more complex, cumbersome,
strucrure with personal empires to be
built and provected.

As Karl Rove sets abour orchesmating
a damage-limitation PR campaign and
Halliburron is hired to ‘rebuild’ army
and marine facilities, there are some
signs that families in the worst-affected
areas have begun to set up self-help
groups instead of relying on the State,

The Prometheus Radio Project, for
example, has been planning micro radio
systems for those displaced in Houston.
This is a welcorne sign, But there seems
little the average displaced carless family
can do to curb vehicle and power plant
emissions across the continent. The fear
must be that other disasters will have
to happen before action is taken to halt

climate change.
Louts Further

Secret agents

Secret Service imterference in radical
movements is a serious matter. Activists
have had their lives thoroughly messed
up, some are i prison, and a few, like
Hilda Murrell and others are dead
because of it. Therefore the subject
needs to be taken seriously. It worries
me that vou describe Larry O'Hara as a
‘spookhunter’ in your editorialisation
of my long report on the O'Hara versus
Shayler debate (page 7 of Freedom, 20th
August 2003).

Perhaps, more worryingly, you
erroneously caption a picture of the
MiA headapamers.as the M3, bullding
Elementary mistakes like this will
undermine the credibility of your
magazine. Please don't trivialise the
topic in this slipshod way.

Steve Booth

Searching for...

I'm trying to find someone | lost track
of in the early 1980s in Leamington,
His name was John England - he was
an anarchist who worked as a porter ar
Warwick University. He was a comrade
on Leamingron Anti Racist Anti Fascist
Commirtee. Can you help me or point
me in the night direction?

Doug Lowe

100,000 people who couldn’t leave,”

Ir's hard o avoid reaching the
conclusion thar the State effectively
ignored the region because it is largely
populated by low-income, African-
American families who just do not
count to Bush and co.

Community leaders in New Orleans
are now saying that if there were no
petroleumn refineries in the area thev'd
still be waiting, and tear that if the city
is rebuile, it will be gentrified and it
character completely lost.

The government could have sent
emergency forces to belp. But up 1o
40% of those who might have helped
from Southern States — and much
valuable and necessary equipment - are
deployed in Iraq and Afghanistan. What's
more, FEMA had its hands tied having
been absarbed recently into the Depart-

ment of Homeland Security - greater |

Quiz answers

1. British and Anzac troops mutinied against
harsh treatment and poor conditions,

2, Because the song mentioned children
killing each other “with 4 gun boughe ar
the Walmart discount stores™, Far easier
o stap selling records to children than
Buns!

3, The earthworm.

4. The German Anarchist-Pogo Party, a

faidy frivolous group of punks, whose
broadcast fearured naked women,
partying and alcohol-fuelled vandatism,
Their matee: “Work is shir'.
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REVIEW

lain Mackay finds in Workers’ Power an extraordinarily insightful
and well researched work of history and theory

aurice Brinton was the
psevdanym under which
Christopher Pallis
(1923-2005) wrote and
translared for the British
libertanan socialist
group Solidarity from
19%0 until the early 1990s. Brinton's
znslations of libertarian socialist

Cornelius Castoriadis’ work (under che
preudonym “Paul Cardan') contributed
irmensely 1o enriching libertanan
pelitics in the English speaking world.
Hewever, Brinton's own work was just
gsimportant {and in many ways, wider
inscope) than Castoriadis’, as can be
gem from this collection.

The book has a diverse range of
deuments: as well as articles on numerous
,-inf_\:t,i., there are reviews, intreductions
mother works and his own pamphlers.
The larrer include the classics The
Bdsheviks and Workers' Control and
T lerarional in Polines, the former a
grundbreaking account of the Russian
Beolution and the laer a popular
ieroduction into the ideas of revolutionary
prchiatrist Wilheim Reich which
erlores the role of sexual repression and
grhoritarian conditoning in creating
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eve-witness reports from upsurges of

popular self-activity: the Belgian General
Strike of 1960-61; France in May 196§;

and Portugal in 1975 and 1976 are
windows into whar is possible once
rpcuplt start to shake off their chains
and feel they have power over their

own faes,

Freedom was ar the core of Brintons

ronary conclusion (helped, of course,
by those who had already made that
journcy). As a necessary consequence of
this perspective, he rightly viewed a
revolutionary organisation as an
instrument that working class people
could use to rransform society racher
than secking to lead them. In other
words, the basic anarchist idea of
revolutionaries influencing the class
struggle as equals rather than as
repositories of the correct revolutionary
ideology which others should follow
{whether they want to or not). As
Bolshevism showed, the larter mentality
leads o the inevitable substitution of
party power for workers power.
Similarly, stressed that any revolutionary
organisation should try to prefigure as l
much as possible the furure society we
want in its structure and decision-
making, in other words by practising “selt-
management’. Again, the similarines with
anarchism are clear. Finally, Brinton
argued that a genuinely libertarian
organisation had w encoorage people
to rely on their own efforts rather than
trust in leaders. As he putit, “We
consider irrational [and/or dishonest)
that those who ralk most of the masses
il
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least confidence in people’s ability to
dispense with leaders.”

highly centralised forces of modern

type of party” this “ignores the fact

L T L
ro create a new sociery) should have the

His dismissal of Leninist organisation
in the essay Revolutionary Organisation
is short but devastating. He nores thar
while Leninists argue thar “1o fight the

capitalism requires an equally centralised

vision of libertarian socialism. He koew
that genuinely libertarian politics had

to be anti-capitalist, as both it and
Stalinism “seek 1o subordinate the grear
majority to the needs of their raling |
Broups ... Men want to be more than

well-fed servants. The desire to be free
is not a plous liberal phrase, but the
most noble of man’s desires, The pre-
condition of this freedom 1s, of course,
freedom in the field of production -
workers' management. There can be no

real freedom and ne real future for i

hum
path to freedom lies through the
sccialist revolunion. ™

Brinton stressed thar working class

people, due o their position in society, |
resisted hierarchy and, as a consequence ‘
of their expenences, could draw revolu-

I.
h
h
ir

e
It

ot
] th
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past revolutions, partcularl

ar
] Bolshevik regime and shows bevond
any doubt their links with their pre-

thar capitalist centralisation is based on
coercion and force and the exclusion of
the overwhelming majority of the
population from participaring in any of
its decisions.™ Equally, while Leninists
claim that such organisations are robust
under state repression in reality they are
particularly vulnerable o police
persecution” for when “all power is

concentrated in the hands of the leaders,
their arrest immediarely paralyses the
whole organisation. With their usual

nconsistency, the Trotskyists even explain

ity 10 an exploiting society. The the demise of their Western European
sections during World War Two by

elling people how their leaders were
murdered by the Gestapo!™

A key part of his work was to study
¥ the Russian,

in order learn from the past and nor
repeat it, This me

nt critiquing Leninism,
laving come through the Leninist myth,
e was well placed to destroy it which
e did in his most important and
ifluential work, The Bolsheviks and

Warkers” Control, 1917-1921: The State
| and Counter-Revolution. |

In great detail, Brinton documents the
nti-worker economic policies-of the

volution ideas on what socialism Wi,

15 a very well-researched piece of

history, chronicling the economic aspects

the Russian revolution and recounting
¢ bartles that eccurred in the work-
ice berween different visions of

socialism and what they meanr in
practice, He traces the elimination of the
Russian factory commitcees of 1917-18 |

| and the role Bolshevik ideology and
policy played in ir. He shows that the
standard claim thar Bolshevik authori-
tarianism started as a result of the civil
war is not supported by the facts.

| It cannot be stressed enough how
important and ground-breaking this

work is. Brinton shows that rather than

base the new socialist economy on the

organs workers had created themselves,

as anarchists argued, Bolshevism saw
| these fat best) playing a minor role
within an economy structured around
J institurions creared by and inherited
from capitalism. As he srressed, “anly
the ignorant or those willing to be
deceived can still kid chemselves into
| believing that proletarian power at the
point of production was ever a
J tundamental tenet or objective of
Bolshevism", The Balshevik 5, a5 Lenin
had promised, built from the top-down
their system of “unified administration™
based an the Tsarist system of central
bodies which governed and regulared
certain industries during the war. So
within six months of the Ocrober
revolution, Lenin had replaced private
capitalism with srate capiralism. It is
this process, and irs ideological roots,
which Brinton chronicles so ably, There
are flaws with the book of course.
While Brinton mentioned some political
developments in his chronology, he
tailed to interlink the economic and
political policies of Bolshevism as well
as he could have. This, of COMUrSE,
would have increased the leneth of the |

| evolution along with mutual #

At no time did he deny the ral
struggle, in fact the opposite.
Egually, only someone who

read Kropotkin could claim, @
that his “aim 1§ to convim

book considerably bur Balshevik
authoritarian policies were not limited

‘ to just undermining economic demacracy.
To be fair, source marerial was not as '
available then as it is now. Similarly, at

the time there was lirtle on working class did,
‘ reascn with (cather than o ovt

resistance o, and organisation against,
Bolshevism. Subsequent research has
strengthened Brinton's analysis rather
| than refuted ir.
While his politics were extremely close
' to communist-anarchism (editor David
Goodway calls them “fully anarchist”
in his excellent infroducrion), Brinron’s
| perspectives on anarchism were (00
shaded by his Leninist background. This | governed?™ (Words |.=f a Rebel, |
can be .w-uu from his review of Paul 30) Clearly Kropotkin was well
Asrich’s baok The Russian Anarchists. | that co-operation could nor be 2
berween classes. Even Mutual Al
iwhich was essentially a work ol
f popular science rather than a boy
revolutionary anarchist propaga
was not blind ro the mportance
| social struggle and the role it pla)

those who oppress the masses”™
| he stoad for “a co-operanion th
transcended the barriers of clas
reality is different. To quote kr
“What solidariry can exist berw
capitalist and the worker he ex]
Berween the head of an army at
soldier? Between the governing |

While be is right to bemoan the anti-

| organisarional and anti-theoretical
tendencies of Russian anarchism
{something all too commonly shared in
the English speaking anarchist movement/,
he does ger basic things wrong, like
Kropotkin’s ideas on the role of mutual
aid in sociecy (his comment on Kropotkin
“idealisfing] the autonomous social
units of a bygone age™ is equally ill-
informed).

Brinton's dismissal of Kropotkin 15
based on Avrich’s summary of his ideas
rather than a reading of the source
marerial. While Brinton quotes Avrich

maintaining that, for Kropotkin, “co- .
operation rather than conflict is ar the For Workers' Powar by Dawi Goodway (2=

root of the historical process™ Kropotkin J and Maurice Brinton, AK Prss, £12 (avem
said no such thing. In reality, Kropotkin | Fom Freedom, add £1.20 twards posiaf
stressad rhar murmal aid was a factor in | and packing intand, b

society,

Ulmately, these are minor issid
The core ideas of Brnnton in rerra:
the imporrance of seli-manageme 1
need for revolutionary theory ancd
practice to take into acount alla:

] of hierarchical society, his consisie
and logic, remain as relevant rode ?

| when they were written.



A Sideways Look

In the rich world, people tend to expect
something from their governments, This
is theorised as ‘the social contract’ - they
tax us and in rerurn provide a legal
framework, various services and defence.
Of course, reality never lives up to the
theory, but there can have been few
confirmations of this as stark as the
hurricane which devastated the southern
United States,

Clearly the Bush administration is to
blame for making cuts to the flood
defences and allowing development of
natural barriers such as marshes. The
State and City levels of government
failed to include the poor in their
evacuation plans. All sides are busy
blaming each other depending on which
of the vicually indistinguishable capitalist
parties run which authority. The disaster
struck an area which has three levels of
multi-million dollar government - and
they're all incompetent.

The previous job of the head of the
Federal Emergency Management
Authority, Michael Brown, was a judge
for the International Arabian Horse
Association, a horse show organisation.
He was asked to leave from there
and filled in the time before becoming
head of FEMA by working on Bush’s
campaign team. Even if Bush fires
him from this sinecure, he'll find him
another somewhere else. His only
claimed experience in emergency
planning was as an intern to a local
government manager. | know of at
least one Unison branch secretary in
London betrer qualified to be head of
emergency planning, but then he's not
American and hasn't done favours for
Bush,

Brown also said thar residents who
stayed in New Orleans deserved part of
the blame for not evacuating, These
would presumably rhose too poor o
own a car or afford the fare, too infirm

b wmara s b haien wenekine shieaa inbe

who couldn't judge horses should find
out a little more about some of the
people who mied to walk out of New
Orleans but were prevented by armed
police from the Grema Sheriff's
department. When they set up camp on
the freeway in full visibiliry, the police
smashed their shelrers and stole their
food and water, before driving them
away. A fact often forgotten by those
who carp on abour asylum seekers here
is that most refugees end up in poor
countries bordering conflict zones, for
example refugees from Dacfur are in
Chad, one of the poorest countries in
the world. There, people do what they
can to help. In the most powerful
country in the world, armed police stop
refugees crossing a county line because
they don't want poor (read black)
people in their town,

This was a natural disaster, amplified
by wrong choices made by government,
skewed through the prism of race and class
in the American south, It undoubredly
brought out the best in some and the
worst in others. In places where there is

4, Whose party. political broadeast

effectively no equivalent of FEMA, people
must make their own arrangements. It
is @ peculiar sociery that thinks the
welfare of its neighbours isn't its concemn,
particularly when it wears its Christian
credentials so prominently,

Svartfrosk
Source: an evewitness acoount by ran Amencin
Socialists ar www.livejournal comfusers/
sfsocialists/363 7 hrml

Blast:

September 1989: Freedom reports on the
aftermath of the Tiannamen Square massacee,
On 4th June, the People’s Liberation
army attacked unarmed demonstrators
in Tiannamen Square with tanks and
auromatic weapons. According to
different reports, 1,000 and 3,000
demonstrarors were crushed beneath the
treads of ranks or were shot to death,

But perhaps these numbers were too
low as, according to press reports, the
army attempted to disguise the number
of its victims by crushing their bodies with
tanks and then cremating the remains
on the spot with flame throwers,

Since then the Chinese regime has
undertaken a propaganda offensive, which
would have filled Joseph Goebbels with
admiration, The Chinese Communist
regime now claims that no massacre took
place, and rhat up 1o 1,000 of their
heavily armed soldiers were murdered
by the unarmed demonstrators.

Worse, thousands of the idealistic
young people who opposed the corrupt,
bureaucratic communist regime have
already been arrested in the repression
which followed the massacre, many of
the have been sentenced to death, and
several have already been executed. The

years in labour and ‘re-education” camps.
But while events in China are disgusting,
they should come as no surprise. Btmd}r
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disregard for human life goes far hq-und
contempt for the life and liberty of
opponents, It is institutionalised in the
normal operations of communist stares.

Incredible brutality has been employed
routinely in pursuit of the objectives of
the totalitarian elires who run these
Systems,

The reason for these monstrosities is
not difficult to find, It is inherent in
Leninist dogma,

The quiz

1. What happened at Etaples in northern
France in 1918

2. How did 'Love is a Good Thing’ ger
Sheryl Crow's record banned from
Walmart?

3, What did Darwin describe as more
powerful than the elephant and more
important to the economy than the
cow?

livened up a dull German election,
even though it was censored?

Tucky' ones will undoubredly spend many

Correct, Pussycat, We're buying ICENBBS

Mike Myers was feeling a lirtle foolish.
He'd reacted badly when Kanye West
had stood up on US national television
and spoken for everyane with a
conscience, railing against the stare’s
disregard for the lives of black
americans,

"George Bush hates black people.”
The rap star had bellowed.

He'd just stood there ignoring it and
continuing o read the autocue, like
some kind of weak-minded corporate
schill unwilling to take his nose from
between their comfortably padded
EXCCULIVE arses,

Where had the days gone when his
brand of irceverent slapstick humour
had been employed in the service of

Answers on page 6 |
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aristocrats?

Back then; he and his crusty anti-
capitalist sidekick Puss, along with his
coloured donkey friend had stuck one
to The Man by showing that damn
king and snobbish fairy whar was
wharl

But now...

What had become of him? Tens of
thousands die in a tragedy, the US stare
hold guns to the survivors to stop them
looting” food and he'd just shifted
guiltily while someone else stood up for
what was righ,

Just as well he had his millions of
dollars earned from films they'd gone
to watch, otherwise he'd be
inconsolable.
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'Listings
17th September Home Educarion Fair
from 1pm to 5pm at Westbourne Grove
| Church, Westbourne Grove, London
| W11, call 020 8969 0893 or email
info@choicesineducation.org, uk
17th September ResisDANCE, benefir
for local G8 defendants and Bristle mag,
| Malcolm X Centre, City Road, St Pauls,
Bristal, £5 {before 11pm), £6 after, See
bristle.org.uk for more info
22nd September World car-free day, see
carbusters.omgfwerd
24th September London Anarchist Forum
talk *William Blake, mystic, madman or
anarchist?’ (speaker: Steve Ash) at 2pm
in the Autonomy Club 2t Freedom, 84b
Whitechapel High Street, London E1,

see eventsandissues.bravehost.com
g F R e T

550446 or info@lakenheathacrion.org
25th September London Vegan Festival
from 10am to 7pm at Kensingron Town
Hall, Hornton Street, London W8, see
londonveganfestival.org.uk

25th September Bristle mag: whar nexe?
meeting, 2pm to Spm at Kebele Social
Centre, 14 Robertson Road, Bristol, see
bristle.org.uk

25th September Benefit gig for Hannah
Bush {falsely arrested and charged with
assault on a police officer at the GB
protests in Glencagles, money left over
will be donated to G8 Legal Support
Team), at Colour, Inverness Street,
Camden, London, with The King Blues,
plus more the (acoustic ska, slam
poetry and the finest djs), adm £5

27th September to 2nd October Peoples’
Global Action conference in Haridwar,
Urtaranchal, Morth India, see agp.omg
29th September Bubhling up Down Under,
workers' struggles in Australia, members
of Melbourne Anarchist Communist
Group speak, 7pm ar the Autonomy
Club, Freedom, 84b Whitechapel High

Street, London E1 (meeting conventd
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bv Anarchist Federanion: Landon)
151 October Star Wars: an mEcrnation:
activists conference, omﬂl"“d by
Yorkshire CND, for more info sec
cndyorks.gn.apc.org
15t October Planning meeting for
climate campaign demo (to be on 3rd
December, midway thraugh the next
round of UN climate ralks 10
Mantreal), from 12 noon 9 Spm at th
Asian Cultural Centre, Manzi! Way (ol
Cowley Road), Oxford, for info see
Campaigncc.org
lﬂhpaﬂf':uhr International day of
action against McDonald’s, 19 mark
World Food Day, call 0207 7713 1262
or see mospotlight.ong
22nd October The 24th London
i Rackaic 1 e RSSO,
N7, from 10am to 6pm, for info sce
freespace.vaginnetfanarchist.bookfair/
23rd October Freedom o Protest
conference in central London from
11am ro Spm, for more info see
freedomroprotest.org,uk

Introducing...

Blackcurrent Community
Soctal centre and bookshop
The centre occupies an old school building
and hosts Selted, TUC, Defend Council
Housing, Greenpeace and much more.
One organiser summarised the group’s
recent activities: “We had a green festival
lase week which wenr well with music
and a lot going oa, and we run a stall in
the town centre every week which local
peaple in the community get involved
with, Apart from providing space for local
groups to meet in, we have a radical
library and open our doors ar certain
times for locals 1o use jt,”
24 St Michaes Awnue, Morthampton
contact 01604 633 203 blackcumant@ineone.net
Website: hitp://olek.com/beay/
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