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drug runncr run free. Responsible for
the murders of countless innocents and
repression of thousands of rural
communities, as well as continuing
parucipanon in the drug trade, Castafio
would, h‘k any normal ssamation,
represent an unparalleled carch i terms
of the "War on Drugs' and the *War on
Terror®,

It appears though thar terrorism and
narcotrathicking are forgivable crimes
when commitred by CIA assets,

LOW PENSIONS

on 10th June for an above inflation pay
ncrease, reduced working week and
mimmum startng saliaey, although
bureaucrats called off the action, South
Central TSSA members, who work n
railway ticket offices have said that
they will not rake PASSENRLrs money
next week 1o protesy (of remporary staff
recerving less pay than the permanently
employed colleagues.

After nearly 3 decade of quiet,
mdustnial action is alive and well in
spite of the union leaders sabotage.

Pay Up for Pensions march and rally
on Saturday 19th June, mmcet 12 noon
at Embankment, London, far march to
Tratalgar Square,

Seeanlhemmynlmma
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Anarchism

Anarchists work rowards a sociery of
tual aid and voluntary co-operation.
We reject all government and economic

repression. B3

HMP Hell-holes

As suicides in women's prisons soar,
HMP Corton Vale has come under
artack and Durhan is shut down. Bur

will it reverse the trend?

:h&:ﬁgumahow |
Durham: The Prisan’s 100-capacity that there are. peoplc_mm

Freedom Press is an P
anarchist publisher Besides this
newspaper. which comes out every two
weeks, we produce books on all aspects
of anarchist theary and pracrice.

In our building in Whitechapel we run
Britam's biggese anarchist bookshop and
hast a social centre and meening space,
the Autonomy Club. We're currently
developing open-access [T provision for
ACTIVISES [0 0Se.

Our aim is to explain anarchism more

women’s wing is being shur down. The
Heome Office = hardly the most ljh‘eml
af government bodies, denounced it as
*oppressive and claustraphobic® and
claimed thit it was unsuitable for holding
women, Amang other problems, exercise
spaces were tny and hleak.

The prisoners are being moved ro
(surprise surprise} for-profit juils run by
privite campanies, such as the new one

spening at Bronzeheld in norch-west A AR gat e Lt
; S and larer to another corporate | suicide rates will inevitably follow —

worse by being m.-m : !
benefit from other provisions outside

prison.”

Sulcides: Rebécea Senith died. In HMP

Buckley Hall, Tuesday 15t June 2004,

She has become the tenth woman | this

year 1o die from self-harm "”idﬂm&

prisans = the highest number on record.
As female imprisonment rates rocker,

widely and ro show thae b freed
can only thrive when the instrunions of
stare and capital have been abolished.
Freedom’s editors wish to present a
broad range of anarchist thought, and
as such the views expressed in the
paper are those of the individual
contributors and not necessarily those
of the éditanal collecrive

terrible overcrowding — who knows,

prison in Peterborough. especially as most of dioscjail:gl-'hnw
Durham arself is betng re-packaged as | psychological prnblm;. Ppsuq has a

a very friendly-sounding *‘Community highly detrimental effect on anyone’s

Prison”. But as to whether thar will stop | mental health and as such many vulnerable

people will be tipped over the edge.

However, despite its brutality and
ineffectiveness at preventing crime, the
prison system is still expanding unrelent-
ingly. With corporate investment and

the Hood of suicides occurring there in
recent months, or lessen the already

Corton Vale: The number of women

the Private Finance Ininative (PFl) there

We’re changing

Some changes are coming up with
Freedom, Anarchist News and Views,
and we are Keen ta improve and | th
expand. Please help us by filling in our a
Questionnaire on page 7 and postng it
back to us. One lucky person will win a \
free copy of the forthcoming Freedom

Press book.

Editorial

Ower the past two weeks we have
received so many lerters thar we have
dropped our editorial column this issue, |
because we hare amitting things that |
peaple send in. Unfortunartely still nor
everyone's would fir, bur we will teyv to
mclude them in Rture issues, For those
ot you who don't want ro miss out on
anarchist debare in-between issues you
could da betrer than to check out

www.enragernet/forums

Bookshop

The Freedom bookshop is usually open |
Wednesday 1o Saturday, 12 noon to

Bpm; with late opening unil Spm an |
Thursdays. If you're making a special |
trp 1ts worth calling us on 020 7247

2249 to check

Contact details :

Freedom Press, 84h Whitechapel High
Street, London E TQX

Telffax: 020 7247 9249
www.ireedompress.org.uk

Enguiries: info@ treedompress.org.uk
Lapylletters: copy@ire edompress,org.uk

Mrscripiticns: ','.Ilvuf"'fll{'LJHHI,II'I“_-\.'.JI".: uk

!
Carctilation: cire rff-lr.--_;]umpn ss.0rg.uk

Freedoum Press Distribution

distrof@ lreedompress.or Bk

Next issue

Contributions

|

are wanted for furuge

Freedomu. The nest issue will e dated

2hth June 2004 and the lasy day frir ’

will be Thursday

See contact details

RELung copy 10 us
17th fune

where 1o seni

Ity

v above for
| your lemera/ienicles
YOU are interested i winting regouliely

tor Freedom we want e hear from youl |

impnisaned at HMP Corton Vale,
Scotland’s only women's prison, has gone
up 150% since 1990, Overcrowding

and poor conditions are exacerbating

women are in prison for non-payment

| the facts abour female inmates ar Corron
Viale are disturbing:
= 65(1%

| Warport, oh yes), Details of the protests

| with Teery Liddle at 8pm, Use Your

15 an awful lor of money to be made n
locking people up. For a vision of the
future, we need only look across the
Atlannic to the US, where corporations
build prisons, use their media arms to
drom op hysteria over crime and then
lobby the government for tougher, longer
sentences. As the number of prisoners
spirals up into the millions, families and
communities are obliterated, bur a very

e many problems which inmates

Iready have.
As many people will know, most

of fines and, like most other prisons,

New York Three after a shu:-mtw& |
San Francisca police.

He has now been in prison for 32
years, and has been mm'umnml ng

numbcr of campaams for pris

have suftered from abuse; tew people get very, very rich,

LISTINGS

Ireland
25th to 26th June Just when you

thought it was safe to go somewhere

party palitics!

info@radicalbookfair.org.uk
www.radicalbookfairorg, uk
hot for your summer holiday, George

Bush comes 1o Ireland: Domoland
Castle, Co Clare (very close to Shannon

Scotland

Ist to 4th July Green Anarchy in the
UK, Garhering of the tribes ar Bilston
Glen Anti-Bypass Prorest Site, near
Edinburgh. Contact 07747606558
info@bilstonglen-abs.org.uk or see

planned at www.ambosh2004 arg

London

15th to 21st June An Exhibition of

Resistance to BP and Big Oul, for nfo
7867

www.bilstanglen-abs.org.uk

23rd to 24¢th July The Wickerman
Festival, berween Dundrennan and
Auchencarrn: Spiritualized, Levellers
| Acoustic, dance tents, children’s area.
www.thewickerman(estival.co.uk

cantact 07969 70, London Rising
Tide, ¢/o 62 Fieldgate Street, London
E1 1ES, or see www nsingnde.org.uk
'-'-'\\'\\'.|1\[II_'r.~IIII‘-II'I],:fIlJ{' org.uk or

www. hurningplanet.ner

Sth July South London Radical History
ralk

Surrey

16th to 18th July Guilfest, Contact
1483 536270 info@guildford-
live.couk or see www.guilfest.couk

Group meeting;: ‘[ Jeprtord Infidels’,
Loaf, 227 Deptford High Street, SES,
idmission is free/donation.

26th July Lond

discussion on 21st Cenrury Anarchism

International
26th 1o 28th June Anti-Repression
Gathering around the Aubonne Courr

n Anarchist Forum open

ar the Autonomy Club at Free dom;, Bdh
Whitechapel High Streer, E1

Every Wednesday the LARC Libirary
from 1pm at 62 Fieldgare Streer, E.
Every Friday vegan café a1 Use Your
Loaf, 227 Deprford High Street, SE8

blackade against the G8 summit in
Evian last summer. For more info see
www.auhonnebridge.net
A 15t to 9th July Annual Ecoropia

19th June Manchester R adheal Bookfair
Ham until Spm g Bridge § Mill, 224
Beswick Stre ety Ancoats, Manchestor
I wile ||| i |}|l' ] W aims to pllllflnfl‘ .lllll

Netherlands with a stop-over at the
Berlin, See www.thebiketour net

celebrate gy ussroors, non hierarchical,

DIY aetivinm and is not o plattarm for

case, Geneva, to support two climbers
whose rope was cur by police during a

Bikerour will nde from Vienna to The
Towards Carfree Cities IV conference in
118t July 1o 7th August A-Camp on the

Kesselberg near Erkner, 25km east from
Alexanderplare, Berlin: The Kessellierg

15 a self-managed place in the woods.
Conract by mail at A-camp, clo A-
Laden, Rathenower Str 22, D-10559
Berlin, For info see www. .acamp.tk or
www.kesselberg.info

Nationwide groups
Anarchist Federation _

Box 2, 84b Whitechapel High Streer,
London E1 7QX

www.afed.org.uk

Antifa

Box 36, 84b Whitechapel High Strcer, | |
London E1 7QX !
www.antifa.org.uk

Class War Federation

PO Box 467, London ES 3QX
www.classwaruk.org

Earth First!

www.earthfirst.org.uk .
Industrial Workers of the World

PO Box 74, Brighton, BN 42Q
www.iww.org. ik

Solidarity Federation

PO Box 469, Preston PR1 8FX
wwwsolfed.org,uk

For details of smaller and local groups
see www.enragernet/britain

Social Centres
Autonomous Centre of Edinburgh |
(ACE) )
17 West Mantgomery Place, ‘th |
WWW.AULONOmous, org. k-

The Cowley Club

12 London Road, Brighton BN ‘J‘m
www.mwleydub.m‘.qh g

Freedom
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IN BRIEF

10 rebellion

A new pall by YouGov has shown
hostility to 1D cards escalare i the past
month: Commissioned by Peivacy
revealed rhat
broadly

International, the poll

despite a magoeity (61

supporuyve of the scheme, opposinon

YRS, vowing 1o fake
w ot

has hardened with 2

to the streers in protest. 167

l-('-r‘-ulelals which would carrespond

2 sle. clionm that they

8 yillion people, € y
» pe : ¢ organising and

uunl.i rake part in civil disobedience are peNsIONErs are otgamsi |

nstrating to demand a farer

that they would

1 w (one oallion
.r"alL1];" gt -‘|'m..-n than carry a card <hare of the economik & ake, having
Though of course saying things hke | had enough of passively acceptng the
that and acrually downg them are very puetance all wed by the stare, In a
different, it 14 eNCOUTIRINE [0 3£ that apposed world of choice the cholce h1-r -l
the more people learn about 1D cards, manv of the elderly is between essennals, |
y chowce at all. People enidure

the less they like them ynd that's me

e

| the dally anxiety af existing on me

mcomes and suffer the inevitable health

sroblems assoctared with this deprivation

"retired’

|
Nuclear weapons break-in

Arormic Weapons
iR The

mito the

AWE

Six people hroke
1 WP Y0 ) o8 2
Esmabhishment st Burghtiel eldert senioe Citizens

west Berkshire, and began distribunng ar ‘maturé’ are an Import mt ecanomic
mth-war leaflets, The hive women ind factor in society simply because there
one man from Norwich, Leeds, Lostdon | are more oF us By 2008 it is estimared
ind Leicester wer ur legal rhere will be more pensioners than
mfarmation 1o staff informng t children. Potentially this ‘grey pound
thewr nghr, und Geneva Convention, offers rich :’l\Ll“L" for investment fund |
i refuse to curey out orders which are nd with the (paper) growth
illezal. They were all arreseed by Munisir srices some older people appear
ol Detence police tor have money to spare lor investmens |
mn the advice of ubiquitous ‘fnancial
Jashing the fash wdvisers’ [
y i Lancashire, actvist from the That millions do nat have funds ned |
Salidariry Federatian and the Lancs up 10 property’ is occasionally referred
Ant } sscist Nerwork have been pasting | to amed consider able mredig pur-turng
JI' posters, with the rexe “Will wer the poverty mar il t

aterpill

i A e re leafloted
1 innmg of the intthada, in
il { M), the lsraeli military has

i | than 3,000 Malestinian

M thices, buildings and other

1 hat the po lid res the C wvihan structures including the destruction
ore than 200000 olive trees, which
re the mamn source al income for many

Pension was INeresise

| o line with the nsein

| whichever was the greatest

| good, e, o mantain the unremirtng

| seems that things will get berter only

| inflation, we must be patient, and so

State Retrrement
o annually cither
AVErage EaTnings

arpangement the

ar mn line with the Retail Price Index,

k? In 1980 the

“Who broke the Lin
nt started

newly elected Tory governme
to implement 2 ng (1M SITATERY to

cut existing state pensions on a sultly-
ois and in that year broke the

softly ba
carnings, which had

link with average
the etfect of putting the State Rerrement
Pension in rerminal decline.”

The emphasis from “New' L abour, 48
fram the Tones, is on ‘pravate imtanve’,
individual responsibility’; current paverTy
is being something to be endured with

forbearing in the interests of the general
exploitation of the many by the few, It

with further sacrifice on the part of the
poor. You've heard the propaganda: for
politicians ta act now would be ta
destabilise the successful fight againsy

his means we'll wait tor

Alstc impravement as

in capitalism are never

sht for soctal justice ro apply. Tony

Blair reluctantly agreed 10 some state

o n lor pensions only because

this ardent contral Ireak was \..ll'.'_.'_l}l
the Tories as not being m control

.related poverty and

huture "MSIOns nme

« 1N

e playvers in |

xchange The pensions |

upg asedly regulated bur as

MOTE

d and recernitly

AT VK
unty in relation to the
tr y ilusion
il Services Aurthonty was

e

th Carerpillar’s giant D9

Most of this destruction s
- the same model which

d Brtish woman Rachel
et released by Caterpallar

sh i

the world’s

m the finance industry were winnowed
our but with pensions as with the *mis-
selling’ of mortgages and split-capital
trust investments (managers buying shares
in each others' companies and taking

| ostensibly ser up to ¢nsure the bad guys

| ¥
| growth) this warchdog bares its rotting

| an I\lllL'l‘ as ITC[(.‘{&'.

‘institutional and expert investors'™

d investment company | committee in March because, “they didn'c

| ited that
concern over the unrest in the muddle
and certamly have compassion for
il those affected. However |they)
ave neither thi | right or means to |
police mdividual use ot equipment.™
A cvnic could sugeest thar it would
he easy o prevent therr machines being

used to break international law and
flatten civilian homes purely by refusing
to sell them o customers whio persisted
in using them to destroy and kill. But of
| Conirse that wouldn't be good lor
| profies
email whydontyoui#post.ocom of wiite to PO
Bax 1TA, Newcaste NE99 1TA

fat fees, while informing punters. that

his paper scam would ensure financial
eeth, and unsurprisingly, things carry

Now pension fund managers are (o
gamble i fnancial ‘denvarives' which,
‘are so risky they are only available to

(Private Eye, no. 1104}, These were the
very experts hanled belore a government

know their arses from their elbows™
(ibid} and much needed ramming was
mooted. Very reassuring for those trustng

decco exploits

deccn, the igigest recruitment ageney
company in thc Western world, has
revealed a 26% nise in net profits
o £203 mullion over the last year, sending
its stock soarimg.

The agency employs 33,000 remps
wcross Britamn, and charges companies
between 10 and 25% commission for
supplying them — more at short notice.
Effectively thas acts as o parasine tax, as
the agency’s only fonction 5 10 prn\nd:‘
A central space tor companies te request
workers.

Most temp workers don't get health
INSUTANCE, p.nd VAKanons or 3 pension
plan. They don't get paid for illness,
and they are asked o sign exemprnons
from the working time directive. As
companies are tequired 1o pay these
benetfirs for permanent stafl (compnising

an extea 30% on top of normal wages

incomes to these incompetent gamblers,
It’s a venerable idea but ieremains
valid - there can be no real security within
this system: even the rich worry abour
losing it all. There is no :NUML
or utopianism, in struggling for bester
conditions in the present whilst
recognising the need to build a secure
future for all beyond the dismal A
limitations of capitalism: No one sauht
group in society cian force: &isql#
1o n.ompletmu, tht elderly uﬂdw.nﬂl

voung and vice versa, We all ne&hn
get involved and organise to rake direst
cantrol, to hreak down barriers of
sulation. Moving forward to a free )
future depends on i,

Inside every older person is &M3
person — wondering what the hell
happened. .

often cheaper to hire temp
a superficially higher outlay. As 2
they pay fewér permanent s M
putting more people our of work uﬂ
undermining worka\l%m Is -,
then, companies such as Mﬂ 3 _.,:
only profiting trom the M
labour without contributing
the national product, they are
weakening the hmw
permanent workers. v

There are 1.4 million ¢ f*ﬁ".l

i most cases), they thoretore fnd s




Bringing back the fa

Two and a half years after the insurrecfionﬂ,
talk about their experience of workplace occuf

become a global symbol of the
resistance of the recuperared
(worker-reclaimed) factories in
Argentina. But, what are the
lessons of the Argentina’s self-
managed warkplaces? Berween cight
and ren thousand jobs have been saved
by the workers of recuperared companies
who are now waorking directly for their
own benefit, after the financial crists
caused the owners to abandon them —

in almost all cases working far shorrer
hours for more pay than before.

The occupanions are one the most
important social experiences of the
popular revolt which exploded on the
19th and 20th December 2001 which
brought down several governments and
saw huge numbers of people using
direct democracy and self-organisation
i almost all areas of life.

The movement 15 far from homogen-
cous, with many different viewpoints
and ideas within it. A polincal sgenda
is:emerging, and the movement is
beginning to make institutional
demands

While the national government has

announced a shght economic Improve-

ment, Argentina continues to suffer

with 21% unemployment, and with 21
million people living under the poverry
line nad almaost 10 million in a state of

ibject poverty. Over 70% of hauseholds

sull have real wages of only 54% of
heir level in 1973
This is the resulr of a process of
impovensh . unemplovment and
huge sell-off public holdings wh
I Irin e dictatorship of 1976
required the extermmarion of a
senerari t mulitants and labour
the ongoing econamic
Il thsation’ sull necessirares the

1 spite of the violent eviction and
tast bartle, the Brukman Mill has

harsh repression of dissent. The union
bureaucracy has also pliyed a key role
in dampening the resistance of workers.
However, beginning with the

formation of the first organisations of
unemployed workers — the 'pu]uctcros_'.
or ‘pickerers’ —and with the seizure of
some factories by their staff in the larter
half of the *20s, the workmg class had
begun again ro look for answers.

Strong support for the worker-run
businesses from the other bodies of
working-class organisation, the popular
assemblies, piquetero organisations,
student groups and rank-and-file trade
unionists 15 evidence of the strong sense
of class solidarity.

Lefi-wing polincal parries have tried
to shift the movement away from direct

| acnon to making demands on the Stare:

| They are asking the government to

| eftectively step in and tund the self-

| ‘“-'I[l-!_‘_','.'d nrms |‘\ p.l?-'"!;_i w .]I."L":\ .\II!.L

| subsidising products, and formally

| recognise the occupations as legal

[ Weargue that it is naive to think that

| the capitalist Stare will begin to fund
the co-operanve factories because

| workers' control is not a capitalist
solution — bur ircan be used o build

| working-class power. Also of course
seeing as the Stare caused the problems
i the first place they are not the ones
to come up with a solution!

On the other hand, co-operativism
does not proy ide a r‘:‘||. !.1'\H:|IL'_ solution

to the people’s problems, It is incapahle

of providing an answer which would

benefir all workers, since ar né time

does it question the fundamenral

| relations of capitalist production. And a

nerwork of CO-OPEranves cannaot create

a rival system to capitalism — it would
either be subsumed into it or die out
The political wing of the movement

of recuperated businesses presented

US repression

Matrix redrafted
Mec | [ in place 1«
1y the yourh vmerica, The
Tty Lre rmy abt bramwashed,
r W cr L ¢ Dicttion
1 i'-|' the maponey of the human
I Is0n they cannot see or
s Lor theis inels
| I' b reated uxmg rwo
a2 and MR 163 - draft
by beang put through the 1S
nert. | he mall become Taw in
i g chie €1y resgart the drat
“r
the ‘60w there will Be o
i his tirme ress the barder, thank
hened with Canada
W by mviend beirder o

Ipping

| T'h

| G8 police

wrmy will be

terror

providing an excuse o bring a mechanised

rmy down across the world while most

Americans lie guiotly in an electranic

lantasy land of their own IMAEINALION,

licensed to kill

T combin the passibility of proteses at
the G conference in Georgia later this
year, the governar has declared a state

i emerpency, Witha coolness reminiscent
OF James Bond himself, the plucky leader

has suspended the Diese ame ndmenr,
Kiving |'|.||-| i }r-l|<| e k I” llll[ll' 1l
things get out of hand, Would you like
v VEeting with thar averreaction i

ihiken nor stirred?

created for ‘fighring

and mameaining homeland security,

e - Y 4

=

The Zanon Ceramics works was one of the first

candidares for various lists and parties
in the elections of fast August and
September.

The Natonal Movement of Recuperated
Businesses (MNER) presented candidates
tor the Social Pole; and in Buenos Aires

through the Party of the Democratic
Revolution, a group thar supports the
president; Kirchner. Celia Martlnez, a
worker in the Brukman Factory, stood
as a candidare for deputy with the
Socialist Workers' Party and her co-
worker Juan Carlos Ragghini, as
candidare for the Labour Party, In
Avellaneda, the MNER lawyer Luis
Caro srood as a candidare for Aldo
Rico (right Peromsm).

The MNER and the small group
aligned with lefrise parties are separated
by différences regarding the mechamsm
of sell-management, The former
ENCOUrages the formation al co-
operatives and the use of surpluses to

generate greater production, The latter

Kids — ju

laxoSmithKline (GSK), the mulv-

nanonal drags cartel, was sumimoned

to court last week over its possible
selling af highly dangerous uppers ro
young children on the streers of New
York.

Elior Spitzer, New York's attarney-
general, has broughe the case after the
deaths of several youngsters were linked
o Paxil = GSK manopoly. He is
secking to recover millions in prafies

made since 1998, as well ay damages,

Paxil = known as Seroxat in Britam -

i sald asan antidepressant Kigh! to
ktds, and distributed by unserupulons
repn’ Lo doctors who may be ignorant
ol 18 elffects,

According 1o Joe Buker, Spitaer's

t under workers'

factories brough

seeks “State intervention in the
facrories under workers control™ and
for surpluses to be used “for the benefit
of the community.™

Apart from all this, the workers are
genuinely revolurionising how they
work, and are eliminating the '
hierarchies in most factories and
installing systems of equal distribution
of nconme.

Anarchists have been organically
absent from this process. It could not
be otherwise: our social influence is
minimal and is restricted to specific,
smaller circles = in the case of the OSL
(Libertarian Socialist Organisation) —
Argentina, to the Unemployed Workers
Movement Anibal Verun, the human
rights movement standing up to the
trigger-happy policies of the police, the
teachers” associations in the province of
Buenos Aires and the couriers unioh.
SIMeCa.

The OSL has mainained goad

t say no!

head of healtheare cases: in the Times
last week, “We think it is 4 dase ol deceir.
The studies were not disseminared widely
to physicians,*

Studies allegedly suppressed by GSK
showed that in some rest Aroups
depressed children were rendered
suicidal after taking the drug, and i ar
least one case the placebo = 3 duminy
drug used 1o rule aur data COrrpLon
from patienes UMARINING & positive
effect = performed beter.

The drug peddlers are alleged 10 have
done five wsts un children and teens,
but only ane of them was properly
conghucred, and that shows mixe|

rexuliy,

power exercised
abolition of capits

A GAK spakesperson said; “We have
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Feature

Social control?

Is social work an egalitarian service, or is it a soft police

Steve McKee investigates
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| Searing is a social worker with a radical
outlook. What's mare. her critigue
deserves artention preciselv beciuse it
comes trom withm the prafession
Whar d

| of the undercl

s she mean by ‘the policing
158° Part of the answer
has to do with social norms. Some

seen as ‘normal” within

one group of sociery,

bur may be seen

18 "deviant® by another. A well-known

example
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I st [ pplicable ro people non |
I detained 1 a physical asvlum, But that
Lt It i the poine; an msrtution, in
1 tha 15 in be a place where many
peaple are detamed, or it might be
ane-bedroom tlar. T depends an the

itions i which the person s iving

v are o persan with learning

abilives and your suppory stafl are

| deciding your bedtime, your meal times,
what vour meals will be, how vou

should budget vour benefits, then your

one-bedroom fat s an instcugon.
Similarly, even if you live independently,

This

happens when you become somebody
Pr

you can still be insututionalised.

clse’s workload. You become a ‘case’;
vou have the power to make certain

decisions = maybe all = removed.

| (Although, of course, this will never be
admitted: you are a willing participant

| 1n the decision-making processes.) And

ot course social work s llluil.'rplnllcd h_\'

legislanon regularions which can
give uther people the power to do
|hm|_:~ o vou in vour 1“'.\( mnrerests’

d assumed that its own values | even against your will, Bur wha decides

what 15 1 yvour best iteresss? Well, not
vou; the socinl work deparrment will

decide thar.
|

It became the receved wisdom some

thar institutions didn't Solve

that they merely perpetuated
the problems. So nsntutions were

closed down, and we saw 'Care in the
This was sold

And il it

o=
miroduced

Uiy

thi |.2|"'l:.l:_':' of inclusion

did whar it said n'd do; then 1o would
be a good thing. Bur whar it really
1 as lack of ¢ y and people snll
«in Ir_'.‘ [ i COrrnanty. H‘n\l.li
vark became part of that process. And
hat was missed was that socinl work

wself an mstotunon, and was

itnuonalising chents. It was
i aple, and reaching
th as reinforcing
e steem, and sapping
trom people will to act.

1 af theassue is the way

wanmsed

Agin Hilary

the

root of

problems:

ed is 4 shity in values,

more authoriearin,

cial work that s pracriced

ke that 1 truly

owermg ™ But s

whao is di owered:

Lare

Manag they have little or no budgetary
discretion. And even where they do.
the re atten within serict boundaries,

tnd subject o management vero. Your
professional judgment abour a client's
needs will counr tor little if vour

t share your spending
This can,

of course, nlso be a

convenient ger-out, *It isn't my decision,

IFS My managers

Sumilarly pushing apainst inscitational

imperatives can’t be easy, You'd soon

ger exhausted iF vou had o da i all the
time. Andal it singled youw our as a
troublemaker’ or made yVou feel your
job security was in question, you might
not think i worth the effort. So you
either become demaralised, or you bay
e the insotuuonally appraved
nhq:m.l. An .Ill!hnrll.lrl.uh hll‘l’i'llt'hh'.!l

mstitunon s hardly gomng o provide o

libernting and empowering service.
One of the Amazing conncidences of
socitl work assessments is the way
necds are met. Your needs are often
assessed as requirng to be met by the
services that happen to be on offer

i People rend 1o be firted ro the services

that exist, rather than services being

| watlored to the individual needs, And it

is sometimes the case that, for example,
the hours of support a person 1s assessed
as needing will very much depend on
how many hours the budger will strerch
to. A few “unmet need” hours can be

I usehul n |1m'r-gh'j.‘.lrlml_'i'll.ﬂ hllﬂju:i

wars, but too many wouldn't do at all:
Thar mughe start w look like social
work s powerless to help. And i can'’t
admit that. It can be ‘under-funded’,
but it can't be irrelevant,

Like many seeningly liberal fearures
in capitalist society, social work hides
not only paternalism, bur 4 sociul
ENZINECring, some ml_uhl SAY Cugenicisy,
tendency, There are people who are or
have "a problem’. They ‘need treatment’.
We have no difficalty in identifying this
trend in societies we disapprove of: the
Sovier treatment of dissidents as
“insane’s the Catholic Churel’s liveral
dammation = maybe taking the form of
Inguisition = of people with views
disapproves of. When we are closer to
the problem, though, it &5 sometimes
harder o see. Is our well- meaning
socil work service really just @ more

subtle mechanism for maintaining
social conformiry? P

Well, I don’t mean o propose a
systemaric and fully conscious co

te 1s parely thar by usurphgﬂlﬁl{ﬂ ol
solidarity and murtual aid amongst -

humans thar government distorts them
into relationships suited to vertical

rather than horizontal structures, And'
it1s partly thar an mnthvyolw‘— * -l’
whether that is access to resources,
access to knowledge, or aecesston
COETCIVE INSHIUmEnts: suth ash 3

These are not whol'l)' wmu
mechanisms, but are the h"m‘i
(though often desired by-product) of s
unqucstmnmg ncccpm dﬁl

long term ulmu;du,ﬁ,
umnteﬂiglble 0, m




. adventure ~ its cost over £6 billion to

{ think the RESPECT coalition, and the | working tlfﬁ -‘:‘ %::&hh'l-

various other moves to form lefe NHS, housing, ) ﬁur]d““g-
‘W'mmdmn mu:wp' oo i‘.‘.mﬁ behaves as if it

1 {4 9 AR

commenta -min the l;uh:r:d::lﬂ&h doesn’t have to ever consider which
Ma; IM?W| makes RESPECT sude its on i ca_pml‘n wars, o :l:nm while
n‘pl,ﬁnnmdmwryhcmhhr our class pay mtmm:coh:hr
involvement of substantial numbers of RE’.‘&PEC‘I‘ has N ther
young Muslims in non-faith based ann- m:dran:;;:ui"m e

[ { imes. Ie b be ven't done i
gr@dﬁlhmlfﬁnt il::t'z‘mornc haven't addressed issues of working

Galloway has played a principled role
in develuping solidarity with Irag and
with the Palesunian stroggle. Re-telling
the story of Galloway visitmg Saddam

tand mis-representing what he said) is

hardly likely ro give us the car of thase

who acknowledge thar he's gone our on
a limb over these issues - parncularly
given the clear attempts to smear him
(as they artempred with Scargill] by the
state. A proper critigue of RESPECT
aught to focus on the shore-rermism of

the SWP who wll seek ro pull the plug
on the coalition if it doesa’t deliver
immediate gains, and the face that
RESPECT is tocused ennrely around
electoralism — it has developed ax yet
no real community base at all - and so
i« faced with the classic contradiction

which befalls every lefr wing electoralist

project that it has a programme of
undenmbly arrractive reforms but no

extra-parliamentary socal weighe

through which it might deliver them

The fact thar RESPECT has no

reputation in pracuce w l‘!HT': wurking

class commumnities doesn't though

preclude some of the forces within the

coalition leaming the lessons of

clectoralism and secking ro develop a

different-direct action based practice
As Asad Rehman, Galloway's polincal

assistant, acknowledges, even if the

SWI pull our “such a process iself will

leave the Mushim conu

larger sense ‘more polincally aware’.”

ITUTY In 115

RESPECT does represent, as Rehman

claims, ar least the beginming of a

coherent discourse between the lefr and
the Mushm community, and we should
not shut ourselves

by offering nothing other than mockery
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ieque to hinance s Irag

w Laboor wrote

class unity, the need for a mcmlnt i
politics rooted m class issues, not just
liberal rhetaric about equality and

justice, It is though still the case thar
RESPECT has an audience with some

conditions as it wss tesed. s Donald
really asking us to support the
introduction of a crop whkhwlllh \
grown in different conditions from the
test which, he claims, pmwz‘-idu-s&m-
As | said, this is extremely hr":“’w ”

Lib parenting

left-looking Muslim actvists, and it
does.as Galloway srates, represent a
serious effort to take the momentum of
the anti-war movement forward to an
clectoral challenge to New Labour It
will probably fail, bur if and when it
does we need to have more than sarcasm
ta offer to those involved, and more
than ann-election rhetoric to affer o
IWCA activists = who will be right to
point out that the working class audience
for militane direcr action will continue
to diminish so long as those within the
anarchist movement who believe in

working class autonomy carry on with
husiness as usual and mamtain an solation
mn pracude Irom \\'Ul’l»:lllg class communi-

ties thar makes a nonsense of the pro-

warking class politics we espouse

Diego Garcia seems to think 1 mm
to tell hum how ta bring up his children.
I don't remember domg any such thing.
1 do remember writing an arocle on
libertarian parenthood, though. 1 don’t
remember saying anyone who ¢ |
with the arricle was a *had parent’, Or
that my way was the only way ta be a
‘good parent’, far less the only way to
be a libertaran parent.

Diego seems to imagme thar | am
recommending he doesn’t lift his
youngest child off the windowsill. Does
he imagine my advice would be to stand
by and watch as the toddler opens the
window and falls our? Or that a child
running into the path of an oncoming
car ought not ta be physically restrained?
Where would he ger that impression? |

| Paul Maguire

'Good moaning

| Donald Rooum s continuously attempong

to get anarchists to support GM crops.
| He states he hopes this “correspondence
| mav have cm‘uur.:p:ud a few to think,™ I
would suggest that Donald’s letters wall
remforce the opinions of those anarchists
| who are ann-GM. After all, Donald (like

the biotech compames) has bailed a
]

complex socyo-economic and ecological
issue inty one of safery”, skilfully |
avolding any issue which may paint

GM in a bad light. And even on this
issue he fails to convince.,

He claims my "mistaken belief” that

were invalid comes via Michael

iaganne reported

he same tact, namely thai

" positve

fora | crop ... have been
called into doubt as the weedkiller used |
on most of the conventional plants 1s 1o |

be p out™ (23rd Ocraber 2003,
pagt And whar of the “four
ditterent regimes™ Donald talks of?
Looking ar the artcle from Nature he

cres, I find v tull of conditional state

Thus the ban of triazine is *likely

the {marginal) posinve benefits

of GM ma This is based on same

tative analysis, as suming the

“probable replacements™ for the triazine

pesticides as well as the conventional

management echniques which will

probably™ be used. Not ta torget that

nunve approximation”™ used for
non-GM crops was “the mean of the
pooled categories,” which mcluded
those which used the soon 1o be banned
I P

hi

esticide post-emergence. Based on this.
wathors (two of whom declared a
‘compening hinancial interest™ of being
paid by a biotech corporation) state

that “i™ this *paoled category” was

: published above his in the 29th May

|
argung that anyone who has ever in

| People lose their tempers, Of course they

think we can safely say that snarching a
tectering child trom in front of an open
window ar oncoming traffic is perfectly
compatible with anarchism.
Furthermore, | don't understand
Diego’s point about raxation; it doesn't
seem to me 1o be analogous to the
family, but I do agree with him thar
anarchism should be about “trying to
extend my political and philosophical
ideals to as many areas of my life as
possible.” Especially the *as possible’
bit. Ir seems to me prerty similar to the
point | made in the letter thar was

issue of Freedom

However, while I agree with him that
there is not one bur many ways of being
a libertarian parent, | would question
what part even reluctant smacking mught
play in that. | understand that Diego is
igainst smacking, But smacking
children, no marter how reluctantly. is
coercion. Anarchises interested in
childten and educarion from Godwin
anwards would argue smacking plays
no partan a libertarian relationship
with children, This isn't abour me
preaching ro Diego, it is about whar
constitutes ‘libertarian’. Diego can and
will bring up his chaldren in whichever
way he thinks best, bur the moment
smacking be¢ames a feature of the way
he does it is the moment 1t ceases to be
libertarian, Thar is nor the same as

any circumstances smacked their
children is a bad person. Or that they
are not hbertaran. People make mistakes.

do even anarchists, (That is a joke, by
the way), But if you reserve the right to
resort to smacking as a default position
- a5 a deliberate feature of vour sirategy
= then that isn't libertarian

Steve McKee

“representabive” and *if™

| the GM crops
iure managed the same; then a GM ‘
crapy are sull marginally better than ‘
non-GM bur by a reduced amount
st Donald is .|-.|n|||1= WS 10 use rhe
planet’s ecology as a laboratary for a

technalogy whese lang term impace is

unknown based an article which is rooted

i specularion and assumptions, Not to

Punishing

Anyone reading John Shute's letter
without having seen my article would
be forgiven for thinking the article was
about restorative justice. It wasn't, |
mentoned it only at the end, and in a

hat fact. Notin
an anarchist society, but here and now. !
{ think anarchism too often dodges thar
question, instead concentrating on society
after the revolution. In that context I
suggested that there were ‘some aspects’
of restorative justice that were of interest.
1in no way intended to argue that it
was all great stulf, as John appears to
have taken me to mean, There is only

so much space available for any fearure
in Freedom, so | didn't go into great
detail on restorative justice, bue I did
point out the features | thought of
particular interest. John appears to have
ignored these, and instead concentrated
on things | wasn't arguing. | specifically
say i my arricle that “within the
restorative justice dialogue there is much
to be wary of." John rightly highlights
some of those things, for example asking
about conflict resolution between

tenant and landlord. Yet | specifically
warn of restorative justice being used

by the middle class to further oppress
the working class, It therefore isn't a
criticism of my article to give examples
of how the middle class might do thag
it 1s agreeing with me.

If John or anyone clse wants to debate
how anarchists might help communities
find responses to crime and the break-
down of solidarity, then I feel my artcle
has done its job. If, however, John
wants to put forward arguments I'm
not making and then arrack them as if 1
was - for example, “should anarchists
really be embracing this shite?” Answer,
of course not! - then [ can only imagine
that either my article wasn't clearly
written, for which | apologise, or that
lohn didn't read it praperly, over which
I have no influence.

Steve McKee:

The fearure on Crime and Punishment in
the 15th May issue of Freedom, made
some very good pomnts on the futility of
imprisonment which is encouraging to
read. However, the crime rate isn't
going up and has been declining over
the last two decades, Since 1992, youth
crime has declined by 21% (sce stats by
NACRO and the British Crime Survey),
The prison population is stll Rrowing
duc 10 new laws being added to the
statute books and langer prison sentences
bemg introduced.

Lalso agree with Steve's article thay
anarchises should embrace cerrain alpms
of restorative justice, even though it s a
Ioke that *justice’ will prevail from:
anything organised by the eriminal

parncular context. My article was

lustice system. | prefer the term conflice

o ——w———————————————— s T
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Commentary

w page 6 anarchism.
would be good to read abour them m
Freedom, We are though a long way off
trom anything even remorely resembling
4 “mass working ¢liss anarchist move-
ment” Freedom refers to, The tactics
we Gse today need to engage with the
reality of now not some abstract future.

Where | live the far-lefr is tny and
split (thanks to Respect). You can count
the number of active anarchists across
the whole county on the fingers of one
hand and srill have a few lefr over, We
want to stop the fash, The bese we have
been able to do with the limived resources
we hive is ro shove leaflers through
people’s doors urgmg them not (o vote
for the BNP and wackle racists when we

meet thee. This sn't pure anarchism,

Les lsmore also seems 1o be under some |
usapprehenmont i our non-voung:
propaganda has helped ro make voring
‘uncool’, why would we need to chinge
tack now? Whar policies would we vote
for? Tactical voting for anarchists? Dear,
dean Isn't thar following the apportunist
line of the trots? Some individual
members of political parties may be
sincere i their polineal stance bur this
is to ignore the fact thar they don't stay
thar way once on any rung of the career
lagdder. Those who remain i the party
and choose not to or are unable 1o
fallow o career are election todder for
the careerists. There's.no need for us 1o
join their dispirited ranks.

It 15 nor "purist rejectionism’ to abstam

neither 15 voting, but | want to see the
BNP smashed. Voting against them is
from voung bt a qursliun of prlnﬂp't
and efficacy: direct actnon remins the
best method, which is why it s 50
frequently frowned on in the arthodox

one way to do this and I'm going 1o
have no problem doing it

A quick response ro Les Ismore's

lerrer about my piece on the decline of
media as the ractic of ‘extremists’,
Voung is indeed a diversion from direct
action, 1f we want to remain in rouch

vonng (Commentary, 29h May), 1
think that evervone has the porental 1o
be an anarchist. In face I ehink iris a
natural way for peaple to behave. 1f | with sympathetic mamstream elements
didn’t there wouldn’e be much poinr we don't need o dirch our principles
being an anarchist as | am not into and accept their expediency, bur
explain, explain {as Lenin said),

Roy Emery

(SolFed type anarchist)

E-Useless

[ TheEls

MNPOSING MY VIEWS Of anyone I don'r
though think that the decling in voring
means that anarchism s any closer. What
I do think it may signal 1s a decline in
support for liberal democracy. To move
fram where we are to where we want

I'm afraid | can remember our

lain McKay

leafl
Nfl.lﬂﬂ'mihqp wmiﬁlﬁﬁl—
times even making financial coneriburions
to the campaign, On one Leeds picket J
we even had a newspaper seller us
he could have s bundle af uaﬂaumu |
ro put one i cach paper he sold.

Of course, we have samerimes had
individuals say that prisoners should be
made to work, but these comments are
surprisingly rare, and expressed by
people who have nor acrually read our
leaflets, When it's pointed out to these
people that the profies of the private
companies who exploit prisan labour
are acrually being subsidised by the tax-
payer, and that their job could be on the
line next, they tend to sing a different
tune. Generally though, people are not
supporting the campaign because of their
own interests, bur because they share
our moral repugnance ar slave labour.

Through the Campaign Against
Prison Slavery we are putting prison
wsues on the agenda, in the high streer,
and helping to expose the reality of the
secret world of the Brinsh prisan system,

I think it has made a lot of people think
rwice about whir is being done in their
names, and we are building links with
many people well ourside the Anarchist
gherto, While the campaign 1s certainly
not exclusively anarchist, it has allowed
us to pur forward an anarchise position
on prisons. For example, | think it

to be this 18 a prerequisite People are

ne o beliove that the world can | referendum (thanks to Harold Wilson)

not goi
be run without states until they see | on staving in the European Economic

through the sham of elecrions. This 15 | Communiry (which Ted Heath had

why f sard thar declining parncipation | already raken vs into),
un voting 15 'good news for anarchism’ I fact the only tmes 1've voted

This 18 also why 1 do not advocate vatng | nanonally ives, T admit it = with shame!)

per se; other than in very exceptional were histly tor Heath who prommsed
CIrCUMISIANCEs we'd not go in without a free vore in
Richard | Parliament = where a majority agamst
seemed do-able - secondly for Wilson
Les Ismore comtinues his attempts to et | who promised a referendum. Now
anarchises to o the circus of elections dmittedly he changed rack and pur all
P all i Gavour of using elections as the money behind a yes vore which he
an opportunity to reach our to peaple™ | gor. Bur he did keep his promise, Nt 4
thar is why | support anri-election lot of the vorers did! Everyone 1 came
campaigns. [ do reject the idea that sy was afraid o i'..:ll out at the time
anarchises should be urging Alterwirds | could onlv evier come across
voung' sumply because it drags e , one g vho admirted to voting ves!

from presenting Inarchist message e tacrs on the CAP were well known
it elecnon tmes. As for the resules of iF waved aside by the pro « A PATET.
elections making a difference ro everyday The price of tood did indeed multiply -
irganising, well Labour replaced the there was never any doubt. That alone
Tores, Was this a sipnificant improve was surely enough for any apalitical
ment? The same with the Spa tolk to say no. but the pont | tried w
elections, I'm sure thar the new govern put over to people wis that the EEC

ment will be ignor ngfoppressing the was now tavoured by all parmes, but
population fust like Aznar’s did = and thiey piving the people this chance |
the previons Socialist government ro say something direct

before that The European praject should have been

Ulnmately, it is our ability to resist rejected rrespective of one's pr rsonal
the government of the day which really leanings, since we had this lone little
counts and we should be trying to binld | aceidental chance ta tell the paliticians
that power. 5o, given thas, | feel that the | they were not all mighty, What the hell
anacchist anti-election message i more we're not all anarchists are we!

nt than joimng the charus of Paul Campbell
ncianys who an UFRInE us O Vore |
tor someone, anvane, in order (o make [ Where to no
the game seem legitimate

As such, T think chat creating a Contrary to what some of us may have
laltgue wath the ingreasing ranks of | suspected prior to the establishment of

peaple who see through the farce of | the ¢ ampaign Agaanst Prison Slavery,

clectiony, who either don't vote or vote | and contrary to what sone mury sull

fr < =T . o y |
My pilrties, 1s the best way suppose, the ssue of torced labour in

of spreading anarchist ideas and British prisans has gencrally proved a
ilternatives; It seems obvious thar only | very popular ane with the general
directly building the “new creanive | public. U'm not sure about Richard
hving and working aeeangements” Les | Alison's experiences {see Freedom, 15th
say's he wants can we promore Hbertanan | May )y but this has certainly been the

ideas, And char means construc tive sell case on all the ll|1_kl.‘l" of Wilkinson
Ovity in our communities and wiork stores | have been on personally

places rather than bourgeois electoneer Caround twenty), and it is what is being

ng. Which, as history has repeatedly reported back from CAPS pickers all

shown, ax decadicalised pll whe ke around the country, People are shocked

unlikely that the BBC would imvite me
torspeak on the issue of prison abolition
directly, but because they interview me
abour CAPS 1 ger the opportunity to
pur forward abolitionist arguments,
CAPS pickers are taking place regularly
araund the country, and 1 would
encourage everyone fo get involved.
They represent & rare opportunity to
communicate with ordinary people
abour an issue that should be imparrant
1o us all.
Mark Barnsley

Holy Bakunin!

lam McKay's piece on Bakunin (29th
May 2004) js typical ol presentations of
Litrle context
is provided and no eftort is made to
read enitically. The purpose of the

anarchism’s ‘great men’,

lollowing lerter (s to demonstrate that
despite Bakunin's canonisation as one
of anarchism’s |'\|_L', men, 4 detailed

analysis of s wrinng reveals not so
much Bakunin's ideas but the assump-
nons of Bakunin’s ame. T will start by
situnting Bakunin in carly modernity,
Chen T will engage in a critical reading
of Bakunin’s God and the State. This
will focus an Bakunin's conceprions
religion and history. 1 will say here, and
fow: great man history needs 1o be
consigned o the duschin. History is nat
about individuals but anohymaous
structures and torces
Definitions of modernity note a series

of phenomena including technologieal
mnovaton, ndustrialisation, massive
demographic upheaval, urbanisation,
systems of mass communication,
education and mass liveracy, capitalism,
nations, nationalisms and processes of
secularisanon, Modernity marks a shift
in the production of commodities and
the production of knowledge and,
moreover, heralds a rransformation in
human experience of space and time,
Furthermore, the changes mentioned
ahove have been greeted as harbingers
ob a strangely familiar promise for
liberals, Marsises and annrchists alike,
Setence, the ciry and the machine will
bring freedom from poverty, hunger and

part i it and nor broughe an any nearee 1 and surprised by whir i happening in
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can be rested and shown (o be false. The

of religions truths 85 false-
g At

Commentary

page 7 =

hoods is an essentially liberatin
Thus far, | have sketched Rakunin's
general position vis @ vis rl.'liglunl. 1
have already noted how close this is to
positions taken by Freud and Marx. In
order o underscand Bakunin’s posture
in more depth it is necessary to urh (o
Rakunm’s conceprion of history. What
follows is a lengthy quote thar 1 will
refer back to for the remainder of this
essay: “History then appears 10 us 48
the revolutionary negation, now slow,
apathetic, sluggish, now passionate and
powerful, of the past. It consists precisely
i the progressive negation of the priminve
animality of man by the development ol
his humaniry. Man, a wild beast, cousin
of the gorills, has emerged from the
profound darkness of animal mstince
into the light of the mind, which explains
in a wholly natural way all his past
mistakes and partially consoles us for
his present errors, He has gone out from
animal slavery, and passing through
divine slavery, a temporary condition
berween his animality and his humanity,

from the irr
the suftocating figs of paro:
lease trom the arhitrary
¢ modern, then, 15

disease. his
of religion,
chualissm and el
exercise of powet. Th _
defined in terms of a self-conscrous
apposition of the new dgamst the wld
that is understoad in perms ot a radical
hreak with a so-called pre-maodern past.
Critteally, religion occupies a central
space i deliberations upon relanons
between the (pre-modern) past and rhe
(modern) present.

God and the State commences with a
critique of philosaphical wealism. Accord-
ing to Bakunin, idealist philosophy
begins with spirit, mind and God,
which as eternal and perfect entines
and/or qualines, reduce matter = and
therefore humanity — to thar which s
perishable and vile According to
Bakunin, philosophical idealism can

l'"]‘ coneaeive l!i hl!;fl'lr\' ar nme as a

process ot d(‘gcm’r.ﬂn‘m and uurruplian.
Marterialist philosophy begins with
humanity, with life and encrgy. It
constitutes time (ot as 4 process of
decay but rather as a “wholly natural

movement from the simple to the he 15 now marching on to the conquest

and realisation of human liberty ... Behind
s is our amimality and before us aur

from the inferior to the superior™ (page
humaniry: human light, the only thing

13). In'other words, Bakunin subscribes

ta the nonon of history as a progressive | thar can warm and enlighten us, the
only thing that ¢can emancipate us, give
us dignity, freedom; and happiness, and

| realise fraternity among us, is never at

| the begimmng but, relatively to the epoch

| in which we live, always at the end of

complex, from the lower to the higher, I

movement from darkness to light and

from barbarism to civilisanion. Just as
biological life on Earth began with simple
organisms that evolved into complex
organisms, s0 human societies evolved
trom hunter ;‘.,1[||:'n'|‘ soCienes into history. Let us, then, never |m!l\ 1?.1\.’\'< let

industrial-scientific societies. Accarding | us look ever forward; for forward is our

to this narrative, anything connecred sunlight, forward our salvation™ (21).
with the pasr is backward or recessive, God and the Stare was wrirten some
Bakunin inscrib negative relation time between 1870 and 1872, and
1!t modernity, Baku 1 rlv a man of his nme,
LTUCTing, fx 15 an ohstacle o The words in the passage above reflect
n and progress and the futur powertul currents in © rn European

century that also structure the histoncal,

logical and

s of the likes of

philosophical writi

epel, i, and Spencer,

vy others. For these thinkers
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According ro Bakunin, history Is:an
ire that operates
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thought towards the end of the nineteenth |

monotheism (69). The final stage in
Bakunin’s canception of history 1s
simultaneously “the end of history,” the
moment when reason and libesty finally
triumph over superstition and hondage

and the conditions for an anarchist

sociery prevail.

There are two important points here.
The first thing thar strikes one is the

thoroughly Christo-centric nature of the
promise articulated by Bakunmin, The
furure (anarchist) sociery is there, it
awaits us — we who have journeyed so
long — it is our ‘salvaton’. Given Bakunin's
enlightened hosrility to Chnsnanicy, it 15
ronc Il]:” l”‘.\ I.'(\I'IL('P“HII ol |I!52nl’_\'
should resemble the Christian redempnion
so closely. Moreaver, the revolution, in

Bakunin's writing, has the aura of the

messianic as an unrepeatable and
miraculous event that will propel
humaniry inro the promised-land.

The second thing thar leaps our at
ane is how unremarkable Bakunin’s
anarchist) promise i1s. Although
Bakunin seeks to distance himself and
his vision from liberal and Marxist
promises abour the furure, what strikes
ane 15 how profoundly che lare

= 1
CENIUry Speaks [hl'l"ll{:h

ninetes
Bakunin, The text has meaning not
because of what 15 known about the
uthi

e, Bakunin himself, but because of
1

15 Kno

it the period in
:.IIlJ

ind living,
titic, political
rar that time

i and

nor distinctly anarchist, bur are rather

part of wider discourses abour progress
1) at T

and about the modern. These discotirses

¥5 UILE VILA) [0 The construction

ol a pre-modern past represented in
terms of backwardness, ignorance and
superstinon, and to a conceprion of

mistory as progress in true knowledge

and freedom

Paul-Frangois Tremlett

A sideways look

Imagine my surprise when nearly a
dozen different leaflers fell through my
letterbox. | expect one or rwo a day,
ustally for pizza or Indian take-away,
bur this was all oo much. On eloser
inspection the one on the top appeared
to be from the English Democrats,
which sounded fishier than a batrered
cod and chips. It sported the cross of a
Middle Eastern samnt who 15 generous
with his intercessions, covering as he
does England, Aragon, Moscow, Georgia,
Catalonia, the boy scouts, Genoa, Greece, | |
Germany, Ferrara, Malea, Lebanon,
Istanbul, Lithuania, farm workers,
Venice, Palestine, Canada, soldiers,

| butchers, skin diseases, herpes and
syphilis. There are more bur you get the
picture. A quick check on the web-and T
find them o be basically anti-EU Tories
who want an English parliament and
fewer immigrants, Still, ar lease their
leaflet isn't glossy and looks like it comes
from a fringe political group.

Next in ' the pile was UKIP, Thatcher’s
children. Their leafler was boring but
did ar least look like they might have
some pizza or curry on offer on the
nside. Sadly they didn’c, Nor did they
bother ro menrion the threat to this
mythical sovereignty from one-sided
treaties with the US Empire. Was |
surpised?

Next up came the latest vehicle tor
Gorgeous George, Respect. Tellingly,
this one actually had a shopping list af
demands and was the first to mention
defending refugees rather than implymg
they need to be attacked, Worthy
demands m the main, bur not a clue of
how we might get there apart from
showing each other ‘respect”, Labour’s
was the biggest and glossiest, looking
maore like a fold-out menu from a
trendy brasserie than a rake-away
leatlet, You can tell they are warried
because they ralked loads about extra
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nurses and the NHS and very little
about Europe ~ which is after all what
these elections are supposedly abour.
The Lib-Dems ¢arried on with the
glossiness; bur didn’t seem 1o haye wot
the idea abour pizea delivery leaflers.
someone really should tell them that
"

i Pacliament isn't encugh to stap a

oing on pne demo and a i of voting

war. The Greens were next - these
people do a nice line in organic,
sustamable wood-fired pizzas, 1 think,
bur thesr name will put off anvoiie
herated for not eating them in they
vouth, But Ultimate Pieza and Chicken
was the most helievable and ger my
vore

U ididin'e gev anything from the Real
Tories or the Tuscmrs, 'im not somplaining,
[ suspect that our good friends in the
Royal Misil profsibily boycotied the laes,

varing in elections as a racric, Quite 3
few anu\:hlmgmhaw ex
week (last week by the time you read
this), often for

difference where they hve. | am
unconvineed bue | do think we need to
ger away from a purcly negative respanse
to elections, often just done in a knee-
jerk way. Turnour is likely ro continue:
to fall and gimmicks like all-postal voting

vote next:

it might make 3

pushed through because Labour felt so

threatened in the North West) will prove
only a temporary hlip, The collapse of

trust in politics and polincians is good.
but we are stll a long way from people
trusting in themselves,
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ﬂw campaigmng trade umon Mmagazine
leatures the RMT after expulsion trom
the Labour Party, the Bl

Rrassroots
and much more.
The quiz
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s fon the Tormer, let's hope everyone
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