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ADERSHIP SURVEY
'Message

- ALL
eaders of
REEDOM

H this issue of FREEDOM we
are sending out to all our
rs a Questionnaire which we
optimistic enough to believe

large number of them will
blete and post back to us. We
' that no-one reading through
25 questions will boil with in-
Btion at our noseyness and tear
he offending document.

B are not just being inquisitive.

we do ask personal questions,
ve don’t ask your name. We are
jus and interested to know who
freaders are, and we have a
no that our curiosity is shared
readers themselves.

is is not just another bit of
fket research” the purpose of
h is to know people’s reactions
better to bamboozle them with
Ertising. Our questionnaire aims
he first place to seek the answers
very natural question for those
: s who have worked on FREEDOM
. S0 many years: who are our
ers? Are they young or old;
tthey “professional” people or
rking-class™; are they mainly of
male sex and are they conven-
pal or unconventional in their
gsonal relationships? Secondly, it
Pnatural for a group which believes
| the power of ideas in the process
f social change and which, week
ter week, expresses that belief by
ssuing a newspaper, to ask its read-
ers how far those ideas are impor-
ant to them, in influencing their way
bof life and their attitudes. Thirdly,
/ L it is possible, if we get a really good
#response, that the results of the
, b guestionnaire, when “processed” by
‘ ' a Hollerith machine, may be useful
to the investigation of “the anarchist
personality” which one of our con-
tributors has been conducting by in-

s dividual tests and interviews.

The series of questions in which
we ask you how-you came to see
FreepoM in the first place, what
features you enjoy most, or least,
how the paper could be improved,
and so on, will be important as a
guide to “consumer preferences”, to
use the market researcher’s jargon.
Obviously we want to know what
kind of paper our readers like best,
even though we cannot undertake to
be guided by their preferences
since it may turn out, for all we
know, that a majority of our readers
would not describe themselves as
anarchists, but take the paper be-
cause they are curious or stimulated
by a point of view that is “different”
even though they don’t accept it
themselves, or only do so with reser-
vations,

':I‘he problem of postal question-
naires in social investigation of all
kinds is that of non-response. In
enquiries to the general public the
- Tesponse is sometimes as low as 30
per cent., but in enquiries to special
(and literate) groups it has been as
high as 90 per cent. We appeal to
~our readers, however little sympathy
they may feel to our point of view,
not to ignore the questionnaire or
put it in one side, but to fill it in

N the date of General Eisen-
hower’s visit to the Spanish
Dictator, General Franco, in Madrid
(December 21st), a manifesto in sup-
port of the group of Spanish intel-
lectuals, who have deplored .the
treatment of political prisoners in
Spain, was issued to the press in this
country. The protest was signed by
over 70 intellectuals including
writers, scientists and painters, and
followed another petition from the
Spanish Democrats Defence Com-
mittee, a body set up by the Labour
Movement headed by Lord Attlee
and Jim Griffiths.

The latter petition has been given
front page publicity in the News
Chronicle with the story of Mr.
Robert Edwards’ (Labour Member
of Parliament) expulsion from Spain
on December 23rd. Mr. Edwards
was appointed by the Spanish Demo-
crats Dejence Committee as an
observer at the re-trial of 16 “Left-
wing Catholics” before a Supreme
Court of Military Justice, and took
with him to Spain a copy of the De-
fence Committee’s petition; he was
arrested and prevented from attend-
ing the trial on the grounds that the
“Spanish people does” not admit
foreign interference in its internal
policy”.

Mr. Edwards and Mr. Jeremy
Thorpe (Liberal M.P.), who was
originally selected to present the
petition in Madrid but who was re-
fused a visa, were also interviewed
in a televised programme with the
Editor of the Christian Science
Monitor, the latter feebly attempting
to defend Eisenhower’s friendly call
on Franco.

We are glad that some attention
has been given to the tyranny of

Press Ignores Protest About

FRANCO’S POLITICAL PRISONERS

Franco’s régime, but why, with the
exception of two newspapers, The
Guardian and the Sunday Express,
has the entire press ignored the pro-
test signed by 70 intellectuals! A
News Chronicle correspondent was
in touch with the committee organis-
ing this protest but there has been
no indication in its columns of its
existence.

Allowing fot the fact that the two
petitions were issued practically at
the same time and therefore the one
which reached the press first would
have the greatest ‘news value’, we
would have thought that if the News
Chronicle was genuinely concerned
with the treatment of Franco’s pri-
soners it would have given publicity
to yet another protest signed by so
many eminent people, including the
catholic writer, Graham Greene.

As it is the News Chronicle has
chosen to give the greatest publicity
to two politicians, thus, rightly or
wrongly, many people may conclude
that the protest against persecution
in Spain is an attempt to make
‘political capital’.

This is not intended as a slight on
the people who signed the petition
organised by the Spanish Democrats
Defence Committee, some of whom
also put their names to the other
protest (see FREEDOM, December
26th).

Moral Force

The moral force of any protest
against all forms of totalitarianism
is that much stronger if the partici-
pants are independent, because no
political party which has been in
power has a completely ‘clean’
record. It is possible to go through

the history of all parties and find
records of behaviour incompatible
with stated principles. It is true that
individual members of all parties
may disagree with policies carried
out in the name of political exped-
iency by their parties, in these cir-
cumstances the only honest thing to
do is to resign; but how many do?

Problem of Communication

Perhaps the most important prob-
lem arising out of this issue is the
eternal one of communication. In
the first instance it is necessary to
have an audience, but it is also
essential to break the psychological
barriers so that what we have to say
will penetrate and bring forth the
kind of responses we are after. So
that if an appeal is being made to
the spirit of decency we have to find
a suitable language which will hon-
estly and effectively accommodate
this end.

In addition, the business of find-
ing the means of communication
presents enormous problems. In
our society the mass forms are only
regularly open to ideas which are
acceptable to the controlling groups.

Newspapers have to consider the
susceptibilities of the majority of
their readers and advertisers; editors
have to think of their relationship
with the Government of the moment,
while the ‘national interest’ mysti-
que is invoked to suppress ideas and
events which a handful of people
decide may be against that interest;
Radio and Television likewise.

We have been struck by the
powerlessness of a minority, how-
ever eminent and repected they may
be, in connection with the petitions
we have been discussing. Deprived

o.f the usual means of communica-
tion the collective voice has been
muted.

Some of us naively thought that
such a collection of ‘leading intel-
lectuals and personalities’ could not
be ignored by the press. The fact
that only two newspapers (to our
knowledge) have drawn attention to
their signatures in protest against
the tyrannical rule of Spain’s
‘Christian gentleman’ justifies this
paper’s regular criticism of the press
and its function.

No Support from Labour
Movement

We might ask, where do we go
from here? Are writers and scient-
ists who are profoundly concerned
with events going to accept the
limitations placed upon their views
by press and radio, or will they find
other ways of effectively expressing
them?

To return to Spain itself. In
1936 the Spanish people sought and
found means of keeping Franco out
of power for three long years with
little assistance from outside. A re-
surgence of that same spirit could
do much to loosen the grip of
Franco.

The shameful inaction of the
Labour Movement in this country
throughout those years (and the des-
picable role played by Russia and
her supporters), contributed to the
defeat of the revolution.

Now that Franco is being brought
into the Western Alliance, in the
event of another uprising the
chances of support from the Labour
Movement for the Spanish people
are even less than in 1936.
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and help us to find out who reads
Freepom and what they think about
it.

This applies to readers in Poland
and Mauritius as much as to those
in Britain, America, Australia and
Ghana. Please fill in the question-
naire and return it NOW. The re-
sults will be professionally analysed
and tabulated and published in full
in FREEDOM.

THE EDITORS.

(LFram a Correspondent)

ON December 14th, an elderly Method-

ist called Dr, Willard Uphas was
sent to prison for gontempt of court in
Concord, New Hampshire, because he
will not reveal to the State Asstorney-
General the names of his guests at a
summer-camp he ran back in 1954. His
“main joy in life,”" he says, is to bring
together in “a disputatious meeting”
people “who have nothing in common®,
and this is evidently what he did five
years ago.

Neither this, nor his acknowledged

The Powers that be

visit to a World Peace Congress in War-
saw in 1950, is exactly the sort of acti-
vity encouraged by the authorities in
New Hampshire, or in the United States
in general (indeed, the US Supreme
Court confirmed his citation for con-
tempt). This Christian who takes his
faith so seriously and literally could
have disclosed the names required by
the Attorney-General for an investigation
into “subversion” in New Hampshire, or
alternatively he could have invoked the
protection of the Fifth Amendment. He
scorns to take such an easy path. In-
stead he not only declares that “it is

neighbour” but also rejects the authori
of the Attorney-General and the co
by describing their behavour as “a di
invasion of Christian conscience and
an authority higher than that of t
State™. -

He means God, but we do not h
to be Christians to admire the since
and courage of this man who
with a smile and a pile of boaks in W
jail where he could technically § end
rest of his life. How many ¢
have his guts? e













