aration and
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a n u a rv

Reflections on Bertrand Russell’s Proposed “ Slogan

laterally if other countries refuse to
do likewise. Other participants at
the meeting may object, and we hope
they do. to the emphasis which both
-Russell and Priestley seem to place
on nuclear war rather than on W r
itself. Nuclear war “means univer
sal death” (Russell), “is suicide”
(Priestley). Indeed Priestley actual
ly says that “it is not war as it used
to be”. Whilst many of the writers
might b ^ prepared to direct their
attack on war, the politicians at the
meeting may object that total uni
lateral disarmament would force our
Foreign Minister to go naked to
future international conferences.
Perhaps the first step should be
to discuss the scientific accuracy of
Bertrand Russell’s proposed slogan
“Nuclear war means universal
death”. If all the scientists are
agreed and we have no reason for
suspecting their facts and conclu
sions, then all those gathered at the
meeting who cannot accept this
should be asked to withdraw. The
logical next step for those left is to
ascertain if everybody agrees with
the Priestley-Russell determination
that this country shall abolish its
nuclear armament, unilaterally, if
international agreement cannot be
reached. Those who cannot agree,
yet have previously agreed that nu
clear war means universal death.

either have the twisted minds of
politicians such as Be van (who one
suspects does *not imagine that the
H-bomb will ever be used bu* who,
at the same time, thinks that you
cannot participate in the internation
al political game unless you possess
it) or believe that if Russia is bent
on destroying mankind that we
should get in first, a reaction as
suicidal and’ neurotic as the third,
which does not bear discussion, that
Russia is prevented from launching
an H-bomb war by the existence of
similar weapons in America and
Britain, is unrealistic. The very ex
istence of the H-bomb is a threat to

that awareness is not enough.
There is general acceptance for
the theory that an orderly society
must be organised through a privi
leged power group backed up byforce. The faults in our society are
sometimes as much the responsi
bility of the majority of ordinary
people as those who are in power
over them.
As long as the myth continues that
there are special kinds of men who,
if given power, will dispense justice,
peace and equality then we must
continue .on our crazy course.
We see "signs th at more and more
people are developing cynical atti
tudes m Government, but -we do not
see much evidence that logical con
clusions are being drawn ~from the
behaviour of Governments.
If the Labour Party is returned to
office jin the next general election it
will not mean that we are embarking
on a new era of enlightenment; in
our view it will merely indicate that
some people think a change of gov
ernment may bring them nearer to
what they want. Their wants may
range from cheaper food to the abo
lition of prison sentences for homo
sexuals, and while we think that
these are reasonable desires we also
know that their attainment will be
subject to economic and political
conditions.
,
v
What is lacking most of all how
ever, behind the decisions taken on
which way to vote, is vision; the in 
ability to see society as j whole, to
think only in terms of narrow inter
est which rarely extend beyond the
house we live in or ‘our' country.
This is why political systems and
national states will continue to
flourish, in the interests of which no
political party will ever encourage
too much freedom of thought Sr
action.
*
We can only hope that our voice
may become louder during the
coming year with the help I our
readers.
•

Q U R Committee at this stage will
divide into two factions. One
faction which thinks in political, the
other in human, terms. Both will be
agreed that “nuclear war means
universal death” as well as that the
W

C ontinued on p. 3
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A R TU R O BAREA
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Spanish writer Arturo Barea died
at his home in Berkshire on Decem
ber 24th, at the age of sixty. H e came
to this country at the end of the Spanish
Civil W ar in 1939, “a refugee as much
from the Communists as from Franco”.
A great writer, scarcely known in Spain
itself, his literary reputation rests on his
three autobiographical works, The Forge,
The Track, and The Clash, first published
in a translation by his wire Ilse Poliak,
in this country in the nineteen-forties.
These books, collected together under
the title The Forging o f a Rebel have
been published in ten languages, but did
not appear in Spanish until their appear
ance in Buenos Aires in 1951. Barea
was also the author of a novel The
Broken Root, and of studies of Miquel
de Unamuno and Federico Garcia Lorca.
Barea’s poverty-stricken childhood in
Madrid was followed by an adventurous
life. He was one of the founders of the
Clerical Workers’ Union, and participa
ted as a socialist in the Civil War. But,
he wrote, “ My own convictions forced
me to forgo the membership card of the
party to which I at that time belonged.
But I consider myself a socialist, and I
think that I belong to the movement of
the workers, precisely because my social
ism demands a fight for a free human
ity, without the destruction of the indi
vidual or of his human qualities, without
turning the individual into one of a herd,
subjected to a dictatorship”.
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insecurity for people never properly
weaned from authority clouds their think
ing on these subjects. Which is exactly
why they are so scornful (because fear
ful) of time ‘wasted’ discussing problem s
other than the class struggle p u re and
simple.
>■

January 4, 1958

ections on
Slogan *

M ost of the consistent readers of this
journal will know that for many years
I have expounded the ideas o f anarch osyndicalism, which I have roughly des
cribed as the application of the ideas of
anarchism to 'th e problems of yvorkers’
organisation in industry.
In anarchosyndicalism, the concept of a class
struggle plays a part, and possibly some
readers are now wondering if 1 have
shifted my ground in this matter, in view
of w hat has gone before in this current
series.
H

■ fii

But this is as it should be. The
politician wants power just as Im per
ial Tobacco wants markets. He must
convince the public that he knows
the answer to every question ju st as
Imperial Tobacco spend millions to
convince the public that “Players
Please” more than any other brand.
W hat Mr. Priestley should investi
gate more closely is why it is that
our writers, our philosophers, our
scientists and our “intellectuals”
with few exceptions make no impact
on the public mind when they lend
their names to issues affecting the
public conscience and the future of
mankind?

What is Emancipation?
If one therefore interprets em ancipa
tion in terms o f holding power, the
logical next step is the concept o f the
dictatorship o f the proletariat— with the
disastrous results which we have seen in
the Soviet U nion. I f one rejects this,
then the alternative is a concept of em an 
cipation in term s o f free-thinking liber
tarianism which is incom patible with the
organisation fo r political pow er which
characterises all socialist parties.
It is this incompatibility which divides
socialist parties into two camps : those
w ho have sacrificed principles in order
to gain power and those who have sacri
ficed all chances of power by sticking to
principles. N o party has yet been able to
demonstrate (in any country) its ability to

Continued
from p. 4

and possibly the scientists too, will
have no tim e for rational thought,
and therefore there is little hope th at
they will realise how futile a contest
for superior missiles really is. A ny
one of a dozen can no d o u b t destroy
m ankind any day this year.
M

FREED
nevertheless effectively, establishes i
ternal censorship.
I

During the process of infiltration in
the pre-revolutionary stage it is not so
much the overt communistic agitation
which manifests itself most strongly, but
—and this is much more dangerous— the
gradual and generally covert and subtle
infiltration of the communistic ideology
which is furthered in every possible way.
In this connection publications which
are openly communistic or which have a
disguised and subtle communistic trend,
naturally play a great part.
The “class struggle” is already being
fomented by the communists and their
(sometimes
unwitting)
confederates
through the dissemination of misrepre
sentations, distortions and half-truths in
connection with race relations in the
Union.
Evidence was submitted to the C om 
mission to the effect that the control of
communistic publications is at present
not as effective as it should be.
It was pointed out that, if communis-
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A n o th e r D epressing
been demoted and placed out of
sight, Zhukov’s ambitions for power
and prestige are now mere dreams,
and Bulganin has faded into com
parative obscurity. All are alive—
for the present. Concurrently with
his increasing power, Khrushchev
has applied the brake to the Russian
“liberal” trend which commenced at
the 20th Party Congress. Conscious
of having “gone too far” for his own
liking, Khrushchev is now trying to
regain lost g ro u n d ~ h e may not suc
ceed entirely, but 1958 may well be
come increasingly tougher for the
Russian people.
••
^
Eisenhower’s leadership since his
last election has become noticeably
more discordant, but despite a wain
in popularity his illnesses still pro
duce ridiculous economic results,
not only on Wall Street but on the
Stock Exchanges of the western
world as w ell!
pfg1M j i 11
The leaders of France still come
and go with monotonous prom pti
tude, but it is always possible to dis
cern a continuing policy in matters
colonial. The Algerian struggle will
no doubt be maintained throughout
1958; the massacre of Algerians by
the French, interspersed with their
torture and ill-treatment puts a very
different complexion upon “the most
civilized people in the world”. The
fact that Frenchmen are also being
killed simply makes matters worse.
It is hard to tell at what point the
French authorities will bow to
economic pressure (no other pres
sure will prove sufficient), and make
peace so that the Algerians may reap
some of the benefits of their own
country. O r perhaps the French
arm y will prove as successful in
Algeria as the British army in Kenya
o r Cyprus.
A lw ay s E co n o m y — N o R efo rm
In Britain the economy has been
the focal point of attention, but then
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