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s, Associations and the struggle

A RUSSIAN REREL

Grigori Petroviteh Maximoff

i

Grigori Petrovitch Maximoff was born  not  oceurree o o : ilie A
on November 10th, 1893, in the Russian  specdy chatoe Poich, brotal aBont m veerehimplions e Exposition of M. A. Be s Teachings
yillage of Mitsuchino in the province of A ¥ p % e T al hnrd‘;’-l“"nt ur‘-d\'f lhc_s:rcatc&.l The life of exile is at best not easy He wanted to comple ok with an
Smolensk.  After finishing eclementary Tr"!&-llf:“ time the Congress of the Red  solidaripy was nol.p"' e I,h\,”,] that g an e person. For Maximoff it ¢553¥ on Bakunin as tion, but
gcho_oi he was sm.[ b\ his parents to the h .“L .m.nn 1:_1[('1'na|um:z] was being held Ti -. e .\ an empty concept. ok o P foe he'felr the ‘oasst he didn't find time for 1ly fragmenty
Seminary at Viadimir to study theclogy, 0 :0scow, which was attended by a large Mg Mp;m Berlin that 1 first t 1 his Russian homeland and the %04 isolated notes for it exist.

He soan Irealused that such a career was Tumber of syndicalist delegates from .\’i'1.1 mofl and hjg Olga, nd throve poorly on From this short glimpse of Maximoff's
not for him and left the seminary without abroad, since Lenin and his followers then S i the other can ny years he nourished  literary work ome can what .

riarian movement has

completing his studies, still believed that they could win that a new revolution would

hope

He then went 1o look back on

break out in Russia and he could geturn

Petersburg  (now Leningrad) where % libertarian  workers' organisations  of i 5. In 1909, when lit *still had much to give
attended the agricultural college, taking Eurcpe 1o their cause. When the syndi- fi 1’ld' she was cond home, but this dream vanished and he had  in that he was one of
his examination as an agronomist: there in calist delegates learned of the hunger Slarg ]n}*gur for smu to recognise that his deepest longing could |_'c-|] ¥ learned somethi
1915, strike of their Russian comrades, they 15 forbidden liter not be satisfied. But i was a [ul catastrophe of recent history a
immediately protested, and demanded the ho i e 3 2 = ::Ltt‘”r‘n,:{‘:;:‘ and means 10 deal
: e SN _ release of the prisoners. Stormy scenes : X She was sent an i gt .
mcb:g::)::;o;[ﬂ:::? ::::-::Ein?—qu]:lpwd with  accurred at 1hepC00§rc.~s itself. ~ At latl IJ‘i‘a[lrit;.-Pr(-r}] ce of Jenessisk in the Kansk avourable circumstances. His zeal This shorr life ske ld
B ecker for nre: spirill.uﬂ‘{a ndalur(‘_i; an agreement was reached bl:&'.\'(‘{:n the \~".1.e L'l]\. “‘f; "\1 ned 'Jr:'.u;lnl.: _' e T e \lrﬂ complete if we neglect .
afilks, he studied, us a voun n \‘j“'“ Central Committee of the Communist 5 \;Zt‘_“‘?“"r‘ _"“';‘ and she : ‘I':f“"c ‘;‘it";;_l'\ outstanding  character . 4
B ] g.“.u ent, Party and the foreign delegates. The Moscow. then active deve s fre I.nl_t‘illggncc is a gift of narurey
=48 iignn and tactics of the various regime declared itself willing to release Kharkov can neither teach norslearn; B
TY parties until by chance there  Maximoff and his friends from prison, noff in which he fulfills its purpose when it is 88

by pure character and social
ness. For him anarchism %
cern for times to come, bugh

fell Sinto his hands some writings of
Kropotkin_ and Stepnisk in which he
found confirmed many ideas with which

but only on condition that they be de-
ported to other countries. The agreement

he was already struggling. This internal
development was really pushed forward
when some time later in a private library
deep in the provinces he discovered two
works by Bakunin, which cxercised a
powerful influence upon him. Of all
anarchist thinkers, it was Bakunin who
inflienced Maximoff most deeply and
enduringly. The keen words of the great
rebel, and the irrefutable logic of his
evidence, which had influenced Russian
¥outh for so long a time, also caught the
¥oung Maximoff in their spell and never
d8&t him go. Thus he already considered
Bimself an anarchist during his student
¥s, and _sim:c it goes without saving that
4 man with his natural gifts will make
his knowledge available 1o others, he was
already secking to spread his ideas among
the students of Petersburg and the
peasants of the surrounding countryside
by 1912. Although he opposed the war,
- in 1915 we find Maximofi in the Russian
army, in order to spread revolutionary
propaganda among the soldiers.

When the long-awaited revolution
finally broke out, and brought an end to

the tyranny of Tzarism which had
oppressed the Russian people for
centuries, Maximoffi was in Petrograd

where he took an active part in the revo-
lutionary events. He soon was working
for unity among the labour unions, 1n
which he was active as an orator, and
after a short time became a member of
the revolutionary trade union leadership
of Petrograd.

It was a time of great expectations and
boundless hopes, which, like once before
in the Great French Revolution, could
have led to a turning point in the social
development of Europe, if the Bolshevik
government and the so-called Dictatorship
of the Prolemariat had not prematurely
clipped its wings and destroyed all hope
for a real liberation of the Russian people.
in the vice of the rotalitarian siate and
the state capitalist dictatorship of the
economy, which nipped all free initative
in the bud, and trampled 21l human rights
underfoot, no worthwhile future could
develop, but only a new despotism, under
whose poisoned breath all spiritual free-
dom, all human values and all striving for
social justice had to wither.

To be sure, the nmew rulers had to
exercise a great deal of prudence until
their power was cocurs, but a’f:er th=
bloody suppression of the Kronstadt
sailors, the real pioneers of the Russian
Revolution, and the co-called liguidarion
of all other socizlist parties, there were
no more halts in their advance. Maximofi
himself was arrested six times by the new
regime. In Kharkay he was condemned
o death in 1919. He was then in the
Red Army, bur refused to participate in
the police-action of disarming the
peasants when the army was assigned to
this task. Only the energetic pmllesi_uf
the stecl-worksrs' union saved his life.
His last arrest occurred on March 8th,
1921, when he, together with other com-
rades, were imprisonad in the Tagan_ka
fortress in Moscow, although there was
no charge against them excepl their anar-
chist beliefs. The prisoners then began
a hunger strike, which lasted ten and a
half days and probably would have lasted
until the bitter end if a circumstance had

was drawn up in a long document that
was signed by the Spanish delegates
Orlandi and Leval and the French
anarcho-syndicalists Sirolle and Michel,
exander Shapiro signed for the Rus
comrades and Lunacharski for the
Committee of the C.P
Berkman, whao then livir
together with Er
supposed to sign the paper, but refused on
1th grounds that he w opposed
principal to all deportati

It was, in fact, a gular document
Capitalist regimes have frequently driven
“undesirable aliens” from their countries,
but here it was not a question of aliens, but
of native Russians who had been born in
the country. When Bismarck, at the
time of the Socialist Law, wanted to
strengthen the law and to this end asked
the Reichstag for a decree giving the
government power to deport German
citizens from their homeland because
they were socialist, the Reichstag refused
on the grounds that no civilised state was
morally justfied in deporting natives from
their homeland. Thus, although it was
impossible in Imperial Germany at the
time of the worst reaction, the new rulers
in the Kremlin did not hesitate 1o deport
persons from their native soil for the sole
reason that they held inconvenient
opinions. “The Red Fatherland of the
Proletariat” had a peculiar political
morality which was until then unknown in
capitalist countries.

Maximoff and his friends accepted the
government’s proposal since there was no
alternative. They chose well, for if they
had remained in Russia they would un-
doubtedly have been liguidated like so
many thousands who fell as sacrifice 1o
the red Moloch. On January 5th, 1922,
G, P. Maximofi, V. M. Volin, Michael
P. Vorobiefl, G. A. Gorelik, P. Michacloy,
Marc Mratchny, A. Feldman, A.
Cherniakov, Ivan A. Judin and Efim
Yartchuk were deported from Russia. The
government had provided them with false
passports and pretended that they were
Czech war prisoners returning to their
homeland. Because of this falsification of
the real situation the comrades naturally
had 1o undergo many difficulties. When
the ship finally reached Stettin after a
long and difficult journey, the deportees
explained to the German Harbour Com-
mission that they were not Czechs, bLlll
Russians whoe had been driven from their
country because of their political beliefs.
It was not a simple matter. Yet the
officials of the bourgeois republic in
Germany showed more human sym-
pathy than the rulers of the so-called
Proletarian  Dictatorship  in  Moscow.
Maximoffi and Mratchny were permitted
o go to Berlin to explain the situation
to their German comrades, and if the
latter were preparcd to take responsibility
for the conduct of the deportees, no
difficulties would be placed in their way.

When we were informed of the situa-
tion, Fritz Kater, the chairman of our
movement, went to the Berlin chief of
police and promised, in the name of the
F.AU.D. (the German Anarchist Federa-
ticn), that he would assume full respon-
sibility for the newcomers. Whereupon
the remaining comrades in Stettin set out
for Berlin. Together with their families
they numbered about twenty persons, yet
the German comrades, who at that time
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FREEDOM IN EDUCATION

Elizabeth Byrne Ferm.
Publishers, N.Y.

HIS is a book which recognises the

Lear

essentially authoritarian nature of

our schools. “Essentially”, because while

we seek to guide and harness the child's

activities into forms that we consider

desirable, some form of coercion, whether

the direct threat or the more subtle method
of suggestion, is inevitable.

The damning effects of our little auto-
cracies, with their training in submission
and rule, competition and damn your
neighbour morality, are described and con-
demned. Elizabeth Ferm, when she writes
of the child's need for freedom ro act
and behave naturally and not merely con-
veniently, writes sincerely. She describes
in detail her experiences in her “Chil-
dren’s Playhouse” and, later, in the
Modern School at New Jersey, and her
attempts to provide an environment with-
out rules and masters for the children:
Her own development is revealed in the
incident she gives of the “Children’s Play-
house"”, when, with all rules and formal
schemes of work gone, the morning assem-
bly circle was retained; retained until she
realized that the children felt it 10 be a
vestige of the old master and child order,
when it too was dropped.

Sincerity is not apparent in her treat-
ment of sex. Masturbation is considered
an abnormal vice; the result of too much
rest. After telling of a school run by
physicians, in which the children were
kept active ull day and had their hands
tied at night to cure their habits of “self-
abuse” and to restore them to “normality”,
she criticises, not the correction, but the
quiet life they had led in the past. She
then asserts that adolescent sex experi-
ments are caused by such childhood re-
strictions, and that with a free childhood
the adolescent state would be one of
abstract emotional life, and not the per-
verted condition of actual sex experience.
This statement, together with the hostile
attitude towards infantile sexuality adop-
ted earlier in the book indicates an attempt
to rationalize an emotional reaction against
children’s sexual activity.

However, apart from rthis failing, her
book is a record of an honest attempt to
establish healthy conditions for children's
growth. After the spate of books by
modern of “activity”, each of
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them sure that he knows just how the
children should be active, or just how
their natural interests should be utilized,
this book is good reading.

AGW.

EARTH ABIDES. By George
Stewart. (Gollancz, 12s. 6d.)

k.

THIS is a long, competent and enter-
taining novel on a theme which
should interest readers of Freedom. An
obscure airborne microbe wipes out man-
kind, all but a few individuals and groups
here and there. They are left (in U.S.A.
it is) with the vast storehouse and super-
structure  of modern civilisation from
which to s9pply themselves with food,

toals, and what not. Otherwise

straints or restra
research gradu
branch of sc
fully and ends by becoming a so
for the community he has organised. It
should like it 1o end,
er it provides a constant
supply of stimulation and a sort of per-
manent quizz based on such questions as:
How would you “tackle this problem?
What would you do in those circum-
stances? The author writes with a Defoe-
like verisimilitude which makes it all
vastly entertaining.

C.D;

THE SPANIARDS IN THEIR
HISTORY. By Ramon Menéndez
Pidal. Translated with a Prefatory
Essay on the auothor's work by
Walter Starkie. (Hollis and Carter,
16s.)

MENENDEZ PIDAL is an aged sur-
viver of the group of Spanish
liberals and humanists which during this
century and until the outbreak of the
Spanish War did good work in Spanish
letters. Whether they were always right
or wrong is no somewhat of an
academic question. The point is that they
were sincere men who tried within their
limits o expound views calculated to be
humanely = beneficial to their fellow-
countrymen. Menéndez Pidal long ago
proved himself to be a great scholar, a
man of boundless energy and a volumin-
ous writer on a4 great variety of subjects.
He became Director of the Spanish
Academy and, under Franco, resumed
that post. The present work—five chap-
ters on old themes—is merely an intro-
ductory essay to a monumental history of
Spain, though the author first thought
of it as an epilogue.
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MUTUAL AflD

IN a world which seems dedicated to
brutality and inhumanity, acts of kind-
ness and consideration appear to be rare.
There are reasons for this appearance,
not the least being the policy of news-
papers to sensationalise crime and violence.

Ordinary human kindness and toler-
ance do not have much news value—
which in itself shows how common they
must be. But if the world were really
as the journalists seem to visualise it—
and can’t you imagine the wave of satis-
faction that surges through a mewspaper
office when the story breaks of a nice
juicy murder?—then what would be
sensational would be the very opposite of
to-day.

If the savage world of human nature
run amok, screaming banner headlines
would run: “Man Gives Child a
Penny!” or “Boy Scout Helps Old Lady
Across Street!” or even “Blind Man Not
Robbed!"™

But in spite of generations of capital-
ism with its ideology of each against all,
and in spite of the increasing frequency
of war with its conditioning for callous-
ness, still evidence is constantly forth-
coming that ordinary people, in dozens of
small unobtrusive ways, help each other;
practice mutual aid, for no other reason
than that it is their way of expressing
their human nature.

Two Examples
time
L7 t#:; the
the London
fm::‘e of which
jsed savagery

Let two instances suffice
being to illustrate our point.

Star (28/6/50)—the front
splashed news of the organi

in Korea):

“Many cases of incvility 2r€ 8
ported. Here is a story of b
kindness.

“My wife and I and baby d3
Were on our way by ain [0 ADEMET
on holiday when the Eﬁgp
seriously ill with & conv . .

“The guard immdmely Le}:gh;m
ahead to Hove, the mest S0P e
to take us to the neares h.u'sv;?r“h
obtained an ice pack, dlg k‘_! ¥
possible to help and refusec 2 pc;"

“The driver of he Wi’ dnd
us 1o the hospital it "E?r o
would not even accePt Hs re.

“The staffs at Hove
then later Brighton Generd
could not have been mare

“Qur listle_girl 18 unEz[
and well—W: E L.,

*

Je, we take the
Foglt ;::::lf ;nx‘:nﬂ:r;’.al: sentenced 10
; i rdered fi
e
i mb:"s?:er. Nor much mutual
induigugr that, you will sa¥.
. i t.
ol g i :sh.ns writien to th
of England, Queen
and the Pope, tr!];_nj
because i S
egr:;r out of the habit

more haﬂf
Croydas

e King
Juliand
he

of Holland,
pecame 3
he could mot hich
i social conscience ~
rrible ncn.lmm‘l]l:m
jso_written 19, lmln's bod¥

e poorest
PS5

g

to science
blind man 1
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Continued from p. 2
was A5 @great as his comradely feeling for
all who came in conmact with him. He
lived as an anarchist, not because he felt
some sort of duty to do so, but because
he could not do otherwise, for his inmost
being always caused him to act as he felt
and thought. He was not one of those
poor fanatics who never have an original
thought and who do no
gpiritual freedom of others
pelieve themselves always in the right,
He knew that no one of us has been given
peksolute truth, but can only honestly

five and struggle for truth. Dogmatism
¥8 sers in when the mind is frozen.
: was tolerant of all men d
ns a great deal in a worl
Bl as ours is to-day.
§ RunoLr Rocker.

as

finslated from the German by
Holley Cantine.) *
rowrnalistic  ag ;
€ was also an able speaker,
fher lists siv anarchise papers
d or part editer or
conrribure As these are
B8 have omitred them, regrei-
Rreasons of space, together
g or pamphlets also in

was

porks appeared in English,
fPomiscs and  Reality,”

a _pamphl and s
iy of Bolshevik nier-
® Guillotine ar Work:
or in Russia,” pp. 634,
—FEps.]

ROUGH
THE
PRRESS

E-..

fl Nance, former Army chap-
gla, said vesterday r g

| [Bir flocks “t is better o be
; ad saint,” and invite
3 learn how 1o
% of using bacteria, gas,

pbs, or any other weapon to
from dominating

6/8/50.

Bving daggers, swords, and

dozen in the open-air
ry, Wilts.
gr brought a bayonet

fihhad just pushed it into

= s
same date.

e paper,

ITICIANS

fthe art of interference. lis
power. It has nothing to do
ng of potatoes, the making
the selling of automobiles—
men do of their own accord
utual benefi. Politics cannot
gingle good; it can only take. For
Pretensions and self-delusion, the
|8 can only concern himself with
of privileges o some (including
to the disadvaniage of others.
ne other com
essional pol
The professio
jed agent of those who
out of the marker pla
Chat they seek priv
1an with his powe:
= can provide them. He only
Pa position to disturb the peace.
Analysis (New York), July, 1950.

. NOSEY PARKER

1d-Marshal Lord Montgomery, who
frday visited boys at the Concordia
Camp at Newtimber Hill
), handed £5 to the warden so that
Puting to Brighton could be arranged.
Suppested at the same time thar per-
one or two of the boys could get
aj 5
3 IrMcznc}!zsrcr Guardian, 9/8/50,
haps F.-M. Lord Montgomery
uld ger his long nose trimmed?

OT A WORD TO
NNIE !

'By securing the attendance of the in-
jrable Mr. (Sam) Costa at their Garden
in Sharston on Saturday, Wythen-
e (Manchester) Conservatives are
Sonsidered 10 have gone s long way 10~
Wards winning the next election.

Manchester City News.

Won't this .
i upset the No. 1 Tory

UNIVERSITY

Sir Leo Page

is

OF CRIME

officer of his aniety 10 8 senjor prison
e et Tega ding the pos-
4 wentie: Lo n his

was |

New York, 4/8/50.
] The outbreak of hostilities now appears
like a well-worn plot. Conscious or
otherwise.

In just about a month America has
leaped into a war economy, war
logy, war production, war hy
war idiocy. It all increases every day at
an hysterical pace.

The fighting in Korea has
excuse: Rocketing prices; f
haggling to stupendous sum
has (1) extended the draft law; {
increased the limit on number of soldiers;
(3) then lifted all limit. Many ships have
been taken out of the mothball fleet,
hundreds of thousan of reserves and
National Guards have been called u
set draft quotas have been e
Congress is attempting to
Truman controls of prices and
supposedly “does not want"—now,

The word “now™ has become a sort of
magic word. (A friend of mine makes his
predictions on the basis of what Harry
Truman says he is not going to do.) Of
course, when he says “not now”, you can
predict it will be done next week. When
he does not bother to add the “now” it
only takes a few days.

But by now everything is so well along
that no excus are ever necessary.
Because if “our boys are dying . . ." etc.

*

The real purpose of
(and a Korean defeat
serve the same purpe
us all set for 19
war is scheduled
early as '52).

to go

The war al v assumed
nightmarish quality of a 1984 war, There
is already a curious di ss on the
part of a numbed or d i
coupled with periodic hy
and well-ordered flag waving started from
time to time in official crcles and going
on automatically in some of the lower
echelons of our society.

*

“There has been a series of spontaneous
sadistic attacks on Communists all over
the country. It has assumed proportions
indicating a close approach to totalitarian
regulation of expression and cnmp]ets
suppression of all anti-government and
war forces. Beatings and arresis of
“peace” demonstrators and petitioners 1
a dozen cities and outside factory gates.
Outlawing of the C.P. in B1rmmgh§m.
Alabama, and one or two other 10\u_t!s.
Prohibition of the sale of the Daily
Worker on Detroit news _slands ar_:_d some
other towns. Prohibiting 4 I’cacel
rally in New York City's Union Square:
15 arrested, many injured. l,l]OﬂrcIn’qs
and horsemen present. This by the C. a
former darling, Bill O'Dwyer. More spy
arrests.
¢ C.P. in various ways

Bills outlawing th Action may

are now before Congress.

e AR -

Sl .
|

York), Vol. 9

ESISTANCE (New
RESISTANCE (Ne inable

No. 1. June-July, 1950 (obta
from Freedom Bookshop, 3d.)
i long
HE latest RESISTANCE contains a 1073
article “The Dream and the Shealt 7
by David Wieck in which he setlu.'| to
bring focus back for a moment, to uh_are
the potential strength of anarchism
ultimately lies: pecple in fraternal solidarity,
mutual aid.’

Paul Mattick writes on “America alnd
Europe’ and Jacksen MuLowldl_f:ussmg
“"Hunger-Art and the Hunger Artists” dwells
on the difficulties of the artist in America
to-day. Thers are also lettors, reviews, and
a note on the late Hippolyte Havel.

——

—_———

“The only thing 1 am after in this
war, i 10 r:glrm.rl mi- way H:r_aug!x as best
J can, painlessly if ‘passrbh:, -‘:Iw‘:‘f'
substantial loss and with as mru.h i a;
vidual enrichment as I can gather. i
cannot help being an anarchist and cou :

or possibly take seriously any politica
"pwn- or authority whoever they may be.
f,ﬁ, .}f_,u_an'u reated individual

It will

seem to be expec Plans for
carceration  of radicals™ gre -heay
America is well on the way 1o 115
If there hadn't been a 58th }
wol have b mn

N i ot
MacArthor back § 4 nom-stop E:,:l;
on being asked by a reporter:

Teady.
1 war.
paralle]l they

\.F.;hl:'ng well, aren't
% Tl_:_c roops of al]
Fierce old cymic!
As news of Ameri
< ne <imerican  defeats ke
coming in day after day 1 rc;\orl{l
1 only” 100 American dead in a month

!..la"l"'l‘lill FROM AMERICA

il :

?kln uar.,-_ the man in the street, despite
c umiversally optimistic day by day
statements of the generals, feel -

fused, wants “help”

from other

o

can’t understand how Asiatics e fight
50 well.  The Ame still
quote G.1.'s calling Kor §*: ]
must have gotten a hundred gooks, but

American liberals
After

¥ sull came on,
by

larmed at this.
s call South and North Ko

“gooks™,

*

ally, America still has no answer
_Peoples of the world crushed by
1 or fascsm in If“.
nly answer i1s viclence
of the Hydrog
swing. DuPont
ing, of course,
Radio-active
Neape Local

Palit

n pres d for

raid shelters in New York
nt rockets are shot off Florida.
¥ atom test at Bikini is soon
uled to take place. MNo-strike pledges
being readied. The Reserves are
called for active duty (Congressmen in
[he_ Reserves are deferred). Seamen are
10 be No “Commies” will get

are

b

on ° war-vital cargoes”. Plans are
de for patrols w inspect every
ring East and West coast har-
5 for atom bombs. A scientist states
mbs < ot be detected by Geiger
ly by ripping open every

t in Korea would be the
r sadists could desire,
eVENl MOore com-

Foteion Commentak

% Continued from p.
FellO“"
armed with kr tyre irons and lead
pipe. And all this becau: Negroes

had dared 1o use the

e beach facilities
for bathing as the whi 1

n

on the same
wogether is  quite
ratic America

ANOTHER FELLOW.-
TRAVELLER QUITS

ently pointed
more ex-Commu

out

e must be
the world
But the Comur t
blush at such de-
on the principle that
people when it suits one,
t them when
; it's as simple

defection is no other than
2, who has been the Com-
yed boy for at least two
He has now sent in his resigna-
tion to the Progressive Party, which, it
may be recalled, was formed to run him
for United States President in 1948. Last
month he declared himself on the side of
America and the United Nations in the
Korean conflict, and in disagreement with
the party about Formosa and the atomic
bomb. And in a radio address this month,
he dechred “Russia is clearly the
aggressor."”

AMERICA ON A WAR FOOTING

“The Communists will probably engage in some fimjreq
action, but at this point we rather invite it.
give us some target practice.”

—Brig.-Gen. William L. Roberts, Head of the
U.S. Military Mission in South Kores
New York Herald Tribune, May 29th, 1950.

plete and faster mobilisation. A

terror could be u
“Communists
do everything i
Small note for lovers of science
fiction: 1 out of 4 New York Uity

draftees continues to fail o show up for
the induction.

Smaller note for lovers: the bombadier
who pressed the button relea the
A-bomb on Hiroshima is reported to have

entered a monastery in Canada
J. GALLEGO.

Traveller Quits

Mr.

_ It will be interesting
Wallace's career during
months. For it is not to be
he will be given some gove
ment, since 1
game of
i politics is a short
th d of an obligin
memory can also be

hat

F
short

RE-ARMING GERMANY?

Hl‘\\ soon the fine phr he Allics

an be forgotien 15 a pe 'l““k-
of the technique of makir : lorget
what the politcians et.
We were 1ol would
Germany be a | thar we,
the Allies (US, F Britain and
Russia) would occupy Germany - fifty
vears, il necessary, to er Ger-
many were not allowed ¢ the
world into another coy (or words to
that effect). Only six e these
noble words were uttered, we know that

the Russians have armed the pe
their zone and trained them
formation, and now the !
doing likewise. The alleged p

this measure is to relieve
forces from the dumy of
American dumps in their zone.

message from the Ameri
that the U.5. Army there has
21,000 of its German and displaced per-
sons guards 1o receive smi s training
and to live in “barracks”.

It’s the thin edge of the wedge

LInERTARIAN.

The Future of South Africa

ITHIN the apparently preosperous
body of South Africa, ancient
cankers are destroying two vital organs:
her people and her soil. Unless a speedy
cure is found, the country has no future.
The canker of racialism is the more
important because it is the more deluding
and produces the more immediately alarm-
ing surface symptoms. About two and a half
million whites maintain a Western stan-
dard of life in the midst of eight million
black people, the majority of whom live
very primitively. All economic develop-
ment is built up on this vast reservoir of
cheap labour.

The gold mining industry entirely
geared 1o the system of migratory
workers. Under it, Africans, contracting
for eight months to 13 months of labour,

leave their families back in native reserves
(tracts set aside exclusively for native
occupation). These men (some 300,000
in the Witwatersrand mines) arc paid
enough for their own immediate needs.
Their families are supposed to live off
the land meanwhile. But the pressure of
population, the rapid deterioration of the
soil, prin\iu'vc agricultural practices, and
a long succession of droughts hn\_-g made
this quite impossible. The families for

the most part therefore exist in great
averty. : .
o Income directly derived from the

ives 18 § on them, bur this is quite
?n:l;:ixceqsu;sl:pergw additional expenditure
on them is grudged by the whites. 'l_he;
results  include widespread llll[e.n:lcyf
shocking ill-health and malnutrition;
cerious  sail  erosion;  appa ling (w:r-f
crowding in the towns; rapid mﬂ““\\-“:h
crime; and, inevitably, a uonslan.;‘_gma #
of mistrust and fear between W ite an.

black.

*
is

IT increasingly i'."
veloping industries . aet
r(‘selrj'.:oil‘ pufg gkilled and stml-_sklallmi
workers develop.  Bur the traditiona
policy of white South Affrica is to oppose
the attainment of industrial skills by the
African, lest the white m:m’§ position be
threatened. Any skill acquired is con-
sequently not reflected in the native’s
wages or living conditions, or in the
positions he may occupy.
Nevertheless, an increasing number of
becoming _ illiterate—some

the ioterestz of
that a settled

T oo
.mﬂh : ;:ml m
| and seen not only progress
ta the north

the emancipation

of Asiatic countries from white domination.
Such recent world events have profoundly
affected him.

The change of government nearly two
years ago has greatly accelerated this
self-awareness. The former Smuts regime
was easy-going—determined, it is true, to
maintain  white supremacy, but by
European immigration rather than an
ultra-repressive native policy. The newer
Malan rule, narrowly nationalistic, fears
large-scale immigration, which might
introduce too strong a liberal influence
into race auitudes. It is committed to its
repressive “apartheid” policy. The result
is that Africans, forgetting traditional
feuds, are beginning to see the white man
as their common oppressor. They draw
together.

The government leaders try to read
sinister Communistic influences into every
manifestation of native unrest. They see
“Communism” in sporadic outbreaks of
violence, in African speeches, in native
resolutions of non-coopgration, in election
by the natives of a Communist 1o repre-
sent them in Perliament (where the
éntirc native population has only three
white representanives).

*

NDTHING could be more misleading
than shouts of Communism. True,

aristocracy; limited political esenia-
tion; social and economic restriction and
frustration; extreme poverty  beside
wealth; and constant rem

manent and total black
most observers agree that
munism, but nationalism, that is showir

iwself, and African leaders bear this out

is not Com-

Dr. Moroks, new P of the
African Congress, for s the
it Ve VICW 1n this CONCIIATOrY way

“There can be no shadow of doubt,
even to the most scepti uropean, that
there is a rising and irresistible upsurge

of African nationalism.
who tries to halt the march
those who stir it anywl
thing must be perfectly
the ardent wish of the
peace and harmony with the
of e population of this cou
side we will bend every nery
artainment of that order of
promotes peace and harmony,

But

He beats the air
or hamper
one
> and that is

But in this

venture we will not play the rile of the

inferior.

There will be peace and har-

mony when side by side with the Euro-
peans ‘and on terms o[_ equality, fraternity
and liberty, the native contributes his

share to the progress of the country.”

In the words of an old African chief,
“there is no more any dark corner in the

world."

A solution of this black-white

many of the conditions for Communism question is therefore of the greatest im.

exist: Domination by a2 small colour

portance to-day.
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ANARCHIST SUMMER SCHOOI

ar’s Summer School was held
don at the Trade Union Club,
August Bank Holiday week-end.
tended by comrades from all
from Glasgow, Liver-
stle, Gosport, Crewe,

HIS ¥e
in Lon
aver the
p was atie
gyer the counury

e ine, Newe
poit, - “ui Man, York, Bradford,
the n. and many other places as

course .as London.

“te lectures had been planned to cover
field as possible while dealing
tant issues of to-day, and
with an examination of
anarchism, inued

1
position of anarchist ideas
in the we of 1950,

*
HEWETSON

spoke first on
Dealing with

OHN

® A spects of Anarchism™.
the intransigent and uncompromising

patore of anarchist ideas, he said that
whereas reformust bodies would alter
comceptions 1o suil  the  circumstances,

Anarchists wanted to alter circumstances
1o fit their concepuon of life. It would,
be said, be futle to attempt 1o attract
people 10 anarchism by “watering our
wine'—we might build a mass movement,
put it would not be an anarchist move-
ment. We are not living, in this coun-

, in a revolutionary period, and the
situation to-day calls for retrenchment,
where the revelutionary quality of indi-
viduality in the movement is of special
jmporiance. It was a similar position as
that in which Malatesta found himself
when the revolutionary wave in Italy after
World War I died down and he was faced
with building and consolidating the move-
ment in @ time of apathy and disillusion.

Dealing with our attitude to reformist
activity, John Hewetson pointed out how
anarchist ideas were behind advances in
many fields of thought, such as Penal
Reform, Progressive Education and Sex
Education, and how the UNESCO
scientists (whose report is dealt with else-
where in this issue} were confirming with
scientific evidence atutudes which Anar-
chists had intuitively held for years.

He concluded by saying that it falls 1o
Anarchists to supply the dynamic for
social change and - destruction of the
capitalist ideclogy.

*

AM FANAROFF, speaking on “Agri-

culture, Indusiry and the Commune”,
commenced by pointing out how work is
a biclogical necessity—that agriculture
satisfies our basic needs and industry our
cultivated ne and what we have 1o
fight is the regimentation and dehumanis-
ation in much of medern industry, and
what we have to find is ways of
decentralising our forms of production
into more congenial ways of living.

Having lived in Palestine communities,
Sam Fanaroff was able to say how we
could learn much from them on the func-
tional level. Inmany communities no money
was used, there were no officials and jobs
were rotated, engineers and landworkers
switching jobs as the occasion demands.
This made for flexibility, functional
efficiency of the community as a whole,
and elimination of boredom with one par-
ticular job. -

The division of hand from brain in
modern industry makes work automatic
and habit-forming. Factory girls have o
escape their monotony through fantasy,
and the knocking-off whistle becomes the

GLASGOW ANARCHIST GROUP
OUTDOOR MEETINGS every!Sunday at
p.-m. at
MAXWELL STREET

with
Gafiney, Eddie Shaw.

Frank Leech, John
J. Raeside

LIVERPOOL ANARCHIST GROUP
Open Air Meetings
every Sunday, 7.30 p.m.
on Lewis's blitzed site

COLNE & NELSON DISTRICT

Discussion Group held fortnightly.
August 27th at 2.30 p.m.
t

a
Twisters and Drawers Club,
Cambridge Street, Colne [Lancs.)

HAMPSTEAD
Open-air mestings will be held at White-
stone Pond every Sunday at 3.30 p.m.

NORTH EAST LONDON GROUP
DISCUSSION MEETINGS FORTNIGHTLY
7.30 p.m.

AUGUST 22nd
AMARCHISM AND PACIFISM

Enguiries c/o Freedom Press

most IMportant event of the day. Clajm-
ing that education should teach se
sustenance, Sam asserted the need for the
integration of the human being so that
all our functions and needs find saLis-
faction in a balanced way of life,

*

AI,P.X COMFORT began his lecture
by

on “Delinquency
psychologists are not inter in crime,
which is simply the breaking the law,
but in delinquency, which is the result of
1h_r.- anti-social impulses of a deranged
mind,

saying that
q

Psychiatrists have been shocked to find
ths the psychological make-up of
“bucket-shop” company promoters and
the leaders of poliucal parties are very
similar. It is a form of delinquency to
desire to dominate others, and so it is
largely a matrer of chance and oppor-
tunity whether the delinguent ends up in
prison or the Cabinet!

Quoting  Stott’s  Delinguency

Human Nature, giving the case histories
of over 100 boys in a remand home, Alex
i

Comfort showed that religion and di
pline—the lack of which magistrates m
to cause delinguency—whether present or
absent in a home, play no significant part
in developing or preventing delinguency.
It is emotional pressure on a child which
produces the sense of inferiority, the need
for attention, or the desire to ger away
from heme which resulr in delinguency—
and this can happen in homes in all
classes.

Agreeing that it is useless to ‘cure’
delinquents only to send them back to a
neurotic society, Alex Comfort said we
could base our idea of revolution on
psychiatry, and only in a balanced society
can we hope for balanced individuals—
those who realise all their potentialities
without impinging on anyone else’s.

*

IMMY RAESIDE'S lecture was on

“Anarchism and Resistance to War”.

Showing the futlity of war, he said
that in 1936 the Germans had con-
scription, ration and identity cards, and
we had not. Now, the Germans were no
longer conscripted, but we were, and we
had ration books and ide i We
were more totalitarian af
vent it than before.

In the coming war, it will be no mean
achievement to keep alive—and this, for
each one of us, remains the most impor-
tant considerati And if, in ensuring
our survival, we have to use not merely
courage and observancy bur shrewdness
and cunning, then let us not hesitate to
use them. If we take the ordinary course
of conscientious objection, we are accept-
ing the right of the State to judge us.
Although it does good to set an example
by resisting by going to prison, it is even
better both for ourselves and as propa-
ganda to evade not only service but also
the punishment by which the State tries
10 COErce Us.

Do not set up a code of behaviour, said
Jimmy Raeside, which you cannot keep
in all circumstances. Resist war by all
means—as the situation demands.

*
LBERT MELTZER, beginning his
lecture on “Anarchism and the

World Picture”, had to admit that Anar-
chism, as a force, hardly appeared on
the world scene. Discounting the
“realistic” policies of the moment and the
theories that “Great Men” make history,
he traced the effects of the small revolu-
tions, and showed how Anparchism only
had significance in relation to the measure
of revolutionary and libertarian attitudes
among the people themselves.

Anarchists, he said, must encourage the
urge towards de-centralisation which
shows itself whenever the people take
action on their own behalf, and we should
press on to their natural conclusions the
social reforms which for us are only
stepping-stones on the way. Anarchists
must reject the rights of the Statc—cvcr;
of

down to registering our changes
address.
Referring to the world's Syndicalist

movements, Albert Meltzer deplored their
attitude towards Anarchism, which was
treated like a poor relation, to be kept
in the background as much as possible.
At a time when words like Freedom,
Democracy, Communism and Socialism
were losing their meaning, Anarchism re-
mained a word which still meant the
same as ever and the Anarchist movement

Czech Youth Directed to Mines

and

the only

e 1S
thought, alistic

influence on  social

*

N Sunday afternoon, an open-air
meeting was held in Hyde Park,
where Eddie Shaw and Jimmy Raeside
showed the resy of us what could be done
g, to @ VEry
In the cver;—

n

u € com

progress

been made to
ment.

WAR COMMENTARY
AND FREEDOM
FILES

The demand for the files of
our paper, which we recently
offered to our readers at a
nominal price, has surpassed
expectations, and we were un-
able to complete the task of
making up the files by the end
of last month as we had hoped.
We had also underestimated
what a job it was to make up
100 files; that is, of sorting out
over 20,000 papers!

However, the work is com-
pleted. Comrades who ar-
ranged to collect their files can
now do so at any time, from
the Freedom Bockshop, and the
dispatching by post to the
others has started, and should
be completed by next week.

American comrades and
other readers abroad have
until August 3lst to send us
their orders. Do so now, and
avoid possible disappointment,
as of the 100 files, over 70 have
already been ordered.

FREEDOM PRESS.

“MANKIND

| nations

For the current five-year plan in |

akia, a decree has been
. g

IMF~ FROM PAGE ONE

IS ONE”

extolled for their courage and their sense
of responsibility which men of science
owe to their fellows in the promotion
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love” (not “wild life™) is Iwan Bloch
phrase, which he will find explained on

| the same page. 1 cited Mace and
Mackenzie to disagrec with them, and
neither is recommended in the biblio-
graphy. Chesser is cited for a good

side of sex
hygiene, and Unwin because, although (as
another reveiwer has pointed out) very
few anthropologists now take him v ¥
seriously, his work is of “general interest
to anyone trying (o u:scss_lhc_ evidence.
1t is not the practice in scientific papers
to cite only the experimental evidence in
favour of a hypothesis. Neill, indeed,
might well have been included as a view-
point: Reich, I think, should be viewed
against the background of his recent dis-
coveries of spontaneous generation, per-
petual motion, and new forms of energy,
a subject on which I preferred not to
embark. :
The 'actual figures for contraceptive
efficiency which I had in mind were on
the low side—since writing, I have seen
Faning's report to the Royal Commission
on Population which gives a conception
rate of 9 per 100 years exposure in
users, as to 4l in non-users, or approxi-
mately a 4/5 reduction. This could no
doubt be| bettered by better instruction
and new methods: and, as I said, no
doubt it will be—in this case, the, argu-
ments against early sexual intercourse
may be expected to lose their force, and
if and when it can be divorced from
guilt and from unwanted conception I

think it may well be beneficial. 1 thought

1 had made it clear that any or all of

| my suggestions can at any lime be
modified by advances in contraceptive
technique.

It seems to me far-ferched to suggest
that the risks of soap-and-water abortion
are figments of my own prudery—in any

of social progress and t_he dispelling of case, since the mortality from regular
the results ?f error and ignorance. Our surgery is almost nil, these methods would
req no : be dl if ii termination of

final

“The biological fact of race and the
myth of ‘race’ should be distinguished.
For all practical social purposes, *race’
is not so much a biological phenomenon
as a social myth. The myth of ‘race’
has ted an of
human and social damage. In recent
vears it has taken a heavy toll in human
lives and caused untold suffering. Tt |
still prevents the normal development
of millions of human beings and de-
lisation of the effective co-
operation  of productive minds. The |
biological differences between  ethnic |
groups should be disregarded from the
standpoint  of social aceeptance and
socinl metion. The unity of mankind
from both the biologiceal and social view-
points is the main thing. To recognise
this and to aet accordingly is the first
requirement of modern man. It is but
to recognise what a great biologist wrote
in 1875: ‘As man advances in a-
tion, and small tribes are united into
the simplest reason would tell
ividual that he ought to extend
his social instincts and sympathics to all ‘
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the members of the same nation, though
personally unknown to him. This point
being once reached, there is only an
artificial barrier to prevent his sym-
pathies cxtending to the men of all
and races.’” These are the
of Charles Darwin in  The
of Man (2nd ed., 1875,

i the whole

words
Descen

pregnancy were nét\ prohibited by law.
I thought I made my opinion of this
prohibition, and of most other prohibi-
tions, fairly clear. X :

1 offer no apology for my continued
fanaticism over the need for a stable en-
vironment for the child in any society
which hopes to produce the type of
conditions envisaged by libertarians.

We have here a means of cutting off at
its source the supply of future Hitlers and
misfits, and I think the evidence supports
me in saying that while “fidelity” in a
strictly physical sense has no socal
importance, stability, in the sense of
one father and one mother per child
throughout develog it, is of par
importance to the type of society we
want.
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very much more sharply than
are in less general agreement.
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estimate the significance of bringi
matters into the light of publi
cussion—that they are discussed ai
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printer’s error. The term is, h :
not rendered more meaningful by re:
iterating that it is Bloch’s, especially since
Bloch’s chapter on “wild love” (pp. 281 o
302 in his Sexual Life of Owr Time
English translation, 1908) is itself in.
coherent because Bloch is rationalizing his
own disapproval of the lighter kind of
sexual relationship, and by no means con-
fines his disparaging term to those if
which the interests of one EE
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