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is not altogether for the fun of
it alone that we introduce these leviti
“My Country, Right or Wrong!™
sentiment so plainly menacing to peace
that the patr distrust  of the
foreigner (the dirty foreigner, some
umgencrously say) is a mass-psycho-
logical fact of considerable importance.
Like so many psychological facts, it
makes light of contradictions. In the
school  history books with  their
chronieles of kings and wars (and their
neglect of ordinary people) we have all

ish; “Scatter

unsatisfactory King Lohn, for example
—had recourse to a war with France
in order to tide himself over a sticky
period of internal eriticism at home.
That was so long ago that one hardly
feeds to remark that it couldn’t happen
now. But even the respectable histor-
ians drop hints abour problems
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THOUSANDS DEFEND THREE
VICTIMS OF UNION SPITE

OBODY need be very surprised when London dockers express

solidarity,

They have a tradition of mutual defence

nd mutual

aid which they obviously are determined is not going to become only a

past tradition.

From the days of Keir Hardic and Tom Mann, and the great strikes
for “the Docker’s Tanner”, a syndicalist influence and readiness for direct

action has been a feature of dockers

This week’s strike makes the third
large-scale stoppage within two years,
and each of the three disputes has
arisen on matters of principle. Wages
and material conditions have not been
the direct causes of the strikes,
although there is a certain amount of
underlying discontent which is easily
brought to the surface.

How It Began

In Freedom of April 1st, we drew
artention to the ban on overtime
which many dockers were instituting
s a protest against an act of victimis-
ation by the Transport and General
Workers' Union, who had expelled
three of its members for their activity
during the unofficial strike last year
in connection with the Canadian
Seamen’s dispute.

The three men, Ted Dickens,
Harry Constable, and G. H. Saunders,
were expelled by union officials and
their appeal was fixed for April 14th.
The ban on overtime which their
mates put into operation, under the

militancy.

leadership of the Port Workers'
Defence Commirtee, a militant rank-
and-file organisation, showed the
union officials clearly enough that
there would be considerable opposi-
tion if the expulsions were confirmed.
However, the union, stubborn as ever,
went ahead and confirmed their act
of petty victimisation.

But the docks are closed shops. If
a man’s union card is taken away
from him, he cannot work. So that
the officials of the T. & G.W.U. are
not only depriving these three men of
the dubious advantages of union
membership, but also of their right
to earn their living at their trade,

Another Dispute

There is another cause for dispute
in London’s dockland at the moment,
too. The port company, Shaw Savill
& Albion, want the “stevedores 1o
accept the same terms of work as
dockers already “enjoy”,

Stevedores—the men who actually
go into the ships to load and unload
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stand the anarchist attitude of opposing
both ideclogies. This position of a
plague on both your houses was put very
ably in a letter published last month in
the New York Herald Tribune (Paris
edition, 21/3/50) from a reader who
analysed cerfain statements made in a
speech by the President of Harvard in
February in which he too talked of the
oppesing ideclogies and of “our wvast
system of public schools” being “in itself
one answer to the Soviet challenge”. If
space permitted, this Jetter would be
reprinted in full for it puts forward a
logical case in support of the view that
both “ideclogies” have a great deal in
common and that “both constitute grave
encroachments upon the possibilities of
man's future evolution,”

The correspondent goes on to point out
that: “Americans in general fail to realize
that what they call democracy is nothing
more than a certain way of life (among
many) which seems to ideally fit the con-
ditions and needs of the American scene
but which would not necessarily be the
best for all, or even any, other groups
This type of thinking, added 1o the
nefarious concept of “hundred-per-cent
Americanism” is fast leading toward an
unfortunately static and absolutist ideology
Quite comparable in many respects 1o the
dangerous mental enclosure now imposed
upon the fﬂ&ill citizenry. As a result,

rest of the world is faced with two
““‘"; | giants both  educationally
their

into thinking of themselves and
Wy of lile as being instrinsically

And he adds tha: “A

the
Un“'-_d States is concerne

far
» proclaimed
devotion o the ideals of liberty at home
and abroad is of much less importance
in the formulation of American policies
than desire 1o lead the world,
MD-'.: Style, toward s bigger and
better future,
His

on this particular
of ideclogies s that: “In
then, the world scems o be con-
not 80 much with ‘two absolutely
ideologies’ as with two similarly
g, nationally conceived ideological
woth intent on converting and
g non-American add non-

of education, he quotes

the remarks made by Dr. Ralph Bunche,
the now famous Afro-American scholar
who succeded the late Count Bernadotte
as UN. mediator in Palestine: “In
America to-day education is compelled
to reflect the status quo. We are living
in an economy of capitalism and our

educational system consistently har-
monizes with the dominant capitalistic
pattern. . . . On relatively trivial matters
they (the schools) may exercise a

modicum of freedom, but in all really
vital matters they must reflect the will
of the groups which hold the reins of
power in the state.”

And the writer points out that in fact
the statement by the President of
Harvard that “diversity of opinion” is
the “first premise of our educational
structure” is a myth, for upon closer
examination “diversity is countenanced
only to the extent that it fits into strictly
American of tradition and
though. y which goes beyond
such ‘patterns is sure to meet with in-

(dockers remain on the wharves and
doc! ), still work on the day-to-
day system. They do not come under
the permanent work, or decasualisa-
tion scheme under which the dockers
work, And they don’t want to,

It is significant that stevedores
don’t think much of this scheme, for
it has been heralded by the unions,
who arranged it all with the govern-
ment and the companies, as a great
step forward. The dockers are
Buaranteed £4 §s. per week whether
there is work for them or not—they
earn more than that for a full week’s
work—but in return they are much
more  rigidly disciplined by the
union, who undertakes to keep peace
between employers and workers.

Two Disputes Connected

In theory, these two issues behind
the present unrest in the docks may
seem unconnected, but in fact they
fit together into a general pattern of

tolerance, ridicule, discri and

ap

Possibly the most conspicuous of many
examples on the American scene is the
treatment by the majority group of _thc
Afro-American tenth of the population.
Not because of culural or ideological
diversity but purely on the basis n,!
physical diversity, the Afro-American is
condition of second-rate

Torced into n X 2
citizenship with all its concomitant
injustices.”

And we could not agree more when he
concludes: “No, America is as yer far
from being o democracy, even though the
national credo is saturated with demo-
ideals. Neither has the Soviel
attained a sure of democracy,
despite the liberal provisions of her con-
stiwution. But 1o claim that the two
systems are absolutely antithetical s
prool of an utter lack of objective think-
ing. In fact, in the final analysis, the
superficiality of President Conant's plati-
tudious statement quoted above is rather
illustrative of the resultant intellectual
product of the American school system
at its best. It is the sort of confused
and propaganda-tainted thinking which
one has come to expect from behind the
American and Soviet curtains,”

LIDERTARIAN.

nt against union authority,
and not without good reason.

If anyone is to blame for the
present stoppage, it is perfectly ob-
viously the union organisers. Their
high-handed and bumptious methods
of pushing through their spiteful
victimisation could not possibly have
passed without protest from any
section of the working-class. And the
readiness with w the dockers
move into action is an indication of
the feeling that exists against the
union among the rank and file. The
union, and its true nature and
function in the state, is being recog-
nised by dock workers for what it
is, and the union's leader, Arthur
Deakin, by his refusal to meer g
deputation from the strikers has
shown himself to be pig-headedly our
of touch with the sentiment of the
workers he is supposed to represent,
He won't even allow a democratic
ballot on the issue.

George Isaacs, Minister of Labour,

has sought to cloud over the issues
by claiming that the strike is Com-
munist-inspired,  Raising the Red
Bogey, he has completely ignored the
provoking action of the union and
the fact that only one of the Port
Workers' Committee Is a Communist
—although he, Ted Dickens, is also
one of the three expelled,

But Isaacs knows well enough the
strength—or rather the weakness—of
Communist sympathies in dockland,
and he is simply insulting the intelli-
gence of the dockers by maintaining
that they would be the dupes of the
C.P. in a matter like this,

At the time of writing, 12,000 men
are on strike and 6o ships idle, and
the government are sending in troops
to blackleg on the strikers,

Troops Going In

If this continues, there is only one
answer—a  nation-wide dock strike
that will settle once and for all this
question of union authoritarianism, If
the union so far fails to represent
the will of its members that every
action they take is in the face of
union opposition, it is time for a
show-down. And if the union main-
tains its artitude of greater loyalty
to the state and the employers than 1o
the workers, then let the workers form
their own organisation through which
their principles of solidarity and
mutual aid, and their sense of res-
ponsibility can find free and final
expression. P.S.

“Come off i['s Eva”

T(J the hand-picked, specially-schooled

trade unionists who serve abroad ag
Argentina's labour attachés, Eva Peron’s
slightest wish is a command, Last month
the three labour attachés in London heard
that the sefiora, who considers herself
labour’s great patron, would be delighted

if three of the British workers wh
had helped to build Argentina's n:\:
14,000-ton _liner, 17 ‘e’ Ocrupre, " g3

Barrow-in-Furness could
their wives at the launchin,

Unluckily there wag gnup”g;hmnr
launching party—ijust g cozy lunche; =
laid on by the \'jckcrs-Armsrmngs h'un
building company’s directors for ’lhlg-
Argentine clients. The attachés dem, der
:hul the workers and their wivey I;en' Z
vited anyway. The company replied u]."-
it had asked 47 people, mostly Argenti; =4
and thers was no room for mor': e

Attaché  Celetino Espina rtl[‘)nn&:l
with a protesting speech ar the Junch,
table.  “We regret (hap vick:::
Armstrongs have found it impossible
fulfil the wishes of the ship's ;n
mother,” he cried “We would Iik:'ﬂu;
have been able to tell [the workers] thag
in Arr::v ina all citizens enjoy the same
rights.” Last week, without botherin
to consult their embassy seniors the an .
attachés continued their attacks .by m.ukam
public in London g strong  letter -
\l‘nckcra-ﬁmmmngl. It sounded mum
il?!\el  collective-bargaining blast than r:-
iplomat’s note. “We ho i
consider [i il]-mnnncrtdpl:ulyfr:.er:’!l“ e
business," they wrote, “when we r{ml.mf
you of the competition , | for shi
buading orders.” : P

Britins press frone-pg,
;‘Ilh photographs  of &ewd

eromistas, When shipyard nayyi

ory, they grunted: 'C«:-::e:\ﬂn:?
and dismissed the whole thing as
s political Stunt” 1o influence cu' s
Ang!n-arszmme Meal  negotiations, ":?;
# ¥Te 50 cager for friendship  with
ntlﬂ‘LMtﬂ, Spat one dockside crafis-
man, “why do they make it 5o hard for
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VOLTAIRINE DE CLEYRE

And now Humanity, I turn to you;

I consecretate my service

to the world!

Perish the old love, welcome to the new—
Broad as the space-aisles where the stars are whirled |
N this last verse of her poem The Burial af my Dead Past, one of the
most outstanding Anarchist women America has yet produced pro-

claimed her emancipation from her religious past and environment.

Her

name was Voluirine de Cleyre and she was born at Leslie, Michigan, on

November 17th, 1866, almost

twenty-one years to a day before the

martydom of the Chicago Anarchists whose cause she was so fervently 1o

make her own, At the age of five she

St

John's, Michigan, and was educated until she was twelve.

entered the co-educational school of
From

thirteen to seventeen she was at the Convent of our Lady of Lake Hurton
at Samia, Ontario, Canada, from which place she graduated in 1883,

Of her experiences in this institu-

tion, she wrote:

“How 1 pity mysell now, when 1 re

member it, poor lonesome lirte soul,
bartli litary in the murk of religious
un 1o belie vel in

S|

b v fear of damnation, hot, savage, and

eternal, if 1 did not instantly confess and

profess; how well 1 recall the
with which 1 repelled my
joinder, when 1 told her
wish to ape ar
ut 1 could n

g en
that 1 did not
iged fault

1 Wrong

and would not 18
not necessary,’ she should
feel what we say § NECes

that we obey our superiors.” ‘I will
not lie,' T answered hotly, and at the same
time trembled, lest my disobedience had
finally gned me to torment

had b the Valley of the §
Death, and there are white sca
soul, where ignorance and superstition
nt me with their hell fires in those
4 Am | blasphemous? It s
word, not mine. Beside that battle
of my young days all.others have been

g days,

wha was without, within
jpreme. It has owed
ance, and nes shall; it has

steadily in one direction, the know-

Jedge and assertion of its own liberty with
all  the responsibility thereon.” (The
Making of an Anarchist.)

She came out of the Convent a
Ffu‘{hlnker, though she had not read
@ book or heard a word in favour of
Freethought. She joined the Secular-
15t movement and became one of its
leading lecrurers. It was during this
period of her life that the Haymarket
bomb was thrown. When she heard
of it, she cried “They ought to be
hanged.” She was soon to reget this
unthinking remark and at the tum of
the century she stated at a memorial
meeting held to celebrate the Chicago
Anarchist’s martyrdom :

For that ignorant, outrageous, blood-
thirsty sentence I shall never forgive my-
L though the dead men would have
forgiven me, though I know those who
loved them forgive me. But my own
voice, as it sounded that night, will sound
in my ear until 1 die—a bitter reproach
and a shame. I have only one word of
nuation for myself and millions of
ners who did as 1 did that night—

rance,"”

Just as Haymarket provided the
impetus  towards Anarchism for

Priestess of
Pity and of
VYengeance

Emma Goldman, so it did for
Voltairine de Cleyre. After a short
period as a Socialist (the result of
hearing a lecture by Clarence Darrow)
she became an Anarchist of the Indi-
vidualist school of Benjamin Tucker.
(Later, however, she simply referred
to herself as an Anarchist, though as
a result of the revolutionary outbreaks
which occurred during the first decade
of this century, especially the Mexican
Revolution, her standpoint came
nearer to Anarchist Communism than
to Individualist Anarchism.) She be-
came a close friend of Dyer D. Lum,
the comrade of Albert Parsons and
co-editor of Alam, the Anarchist
paper famous for its association wi
the events of 1886. When Lum di
in 1894, she wrote one of her mo:
poignant poems, In Memoriam, as her
tribute to his memory and work.

A son was born to her on June 12th,
1890, as.the result of a free union
contracted with a Freethinker named
James B. Elliott, a devotee of Thomas
Paine. (For those who like coin-
cidences, a daughter of this son,

Socialist
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Malthusians—-23

among the workers,

s the history of birth control—
d any rational attitude towards
concerned, the so-called "Dark
were succeeded by the sull darker
of Christian domination  from
Rome. When the power of the Roman
Church was divided at the Reformation,
the Reformers (for example, Calvin)
5 ed themselves even more puritanical

P anti-sexual than the Holy Church
itself. Hence though the upper classes
during the eighteenth century knew of
withdrawal and the use of the sheath,
ignorance of birth control meth and
fear and hatred of sex was probably more
pitiful during the long reign of the
Spiritual Church than at any earlier
epochs
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but he used slightly different wording,
and different arguments, for different
social groups. In his advice to the
king class, Place shows himself to be
ry practical propagandist. He pointed
out that wages went down when too many
workers competed for a limited number
of jobs, and he fiercely denounced the
employment of children in factories. Such
child labour inevitably displaced higher
paid adult workers. Hence large families
meant poverty, to which a short-term re-
lief was provided by sending the children
out to work; the employment of children
1 deepened poverty still further by
adult unemployment. To limit
m generally and to limit the size

Wi
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bly effective r The import-
of his work is however his attempt

to make birth control widely available
to all classes, and he was followed by
5 1 disciples of whom the and
most important was Richard the

radical publisher. Carlile was often im-

and on blasphemy char, ¥
enough (according to Norman Himes)
never for his advocacy of birth control—
though he was driven out of Bath on one
occasion and his birth control handbook
Every Woman's Book, or What is Love?
publicly burned. Carlile made speaking
tours all over England, and between 1822
and 1832 the subject of birth control was
very widely discussed.

(To be conrinued)

Harvey de Cleyre, recently won a
prize with an essay on Thomas Paine
—her name is Voltairine.) The
union was an unhappy one and finally
broke up, Elliott taking the child with
him. Voltairine did not see her son
again until 1905, when he was fifteen.

In 1897, she came to Britain on a
lecture tour (among the comrades who
assisted her on this tour was Mat
Kavanagh) and this was one of the
few reliefs she had from her work of
teaching languages to the Jewish im-
migrants in Philadelphia, where she
spent most of her life. Five years
after this, in 1902, a former pupil, in
the deluded belief that she was an
anti-Semite, attempted to assassinate
her as she was returning from a music
lesson. Though several bullets entered
her body, she survived: As a result
of her wounds and the shock she re-
ceived, she became afflicted with a
continual pounding in the ears. A
visit to Norway, as advised by her
doctors, brought a temporary im-
provement, but she soon had to enter
hospital again and undergo several
operations. In keeping with her
Anarchist principles, she refused to
prosecute her assailant (as did Louise
Michel when a similar attempt was
made on her) and appealed for funds
for his defence. In spite of her
efforts “the law took its course” and
he was sent to prison for seven years.
He died in a mental institution two
years later, having become completely
insane.

Voltairine de Cleyre’s life was
devoid of those dramatic incidents
which punctuated the life of her more
famous contemporary, Emma Gold-
man. Her struggles were more of a
mental character. She was never in

i h 8
son (a rare occurrence for suc
xll—hmvm Anarchist in those days)
though she was forcibly removed from

the platform on several occasions
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8. Malthus him-
dered how the population
limited. But he was s clergy-
man and his remedy was what he called
“moral restraint”—that is to say, abstin-
ence from sexual intercourse in marriage

and the deferring of marriage for as
long us possible, thereby prolonging even

become
Hpre

he

Among
knowledge of
alreg s
well-1o-de

further mnatural  interval between
Puberty and sexual experience.
Place saw that such advice was not

only impossible 1o carry out, but that it
would also result in an increase in vice
through increased resort 1o prostitutes,
and would maintain the very high abor-
bon rate. In his book, HMustrations and
Proofs of the Principle of Population,
Published in 1822, he proposed contra-
fEPUve measures ' instead of Malthus®
moral restraing”,

Birth Control for the
Workers
Would entitle Place to
in the history of social emunci-
i But he went further thun this,
o SEt out 1o translate his proposals
h.«r action.  He prepared a number of
hpn;lhulln describing simple methods  of
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dressed 1o *The Married of Both Sc::s"'
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THE WITHERED BRANCH “oy D.S,

Savage. Eyre & Spottiswoode,
10/ 6d.)
l) 5. SAVAGE is a literary ecritic

whose work will be known to many
anarchists through his book The Personal
Principle and his cssays in Now. Two of
these reappear in the present volume,
which contains 8 revaluation of six
modern novelists: Hemingway, Forster,
Virginia Woolf, Margiad Evans, Huxley
and Joyce. There is nlso a preface in

which the author outlines his critical
position.

“All art,” he says, “arises from the
creative need 1o raise content into its

proper form. Form is that which raises
content into significance; the ‘significant’
is that which has meaning, and meaning
consists in a relation to truth.” By truth
he means absolute truth, orientation 1o
which is “essentially a religious act”. In
conditions of cultural unity, he adds, man's
apprehension of this truth is held within
the communal symbols of religious dogma
and ritval, and his art is related to them,
At the present time of cultural disunity,
however, men have lost their connection
with truth and its symbols are broken:
consequently (10 put the argument hack.
wards) the meaning of their ary COnsistg
in s improper relation 1o truth; s
significance is false, and its form empty
or perverse. The six writers he examines
are all victims, being subject 10 false

gods: “in the writings of Ernest Hemin-

in the Fores

way there is displayed a clear form of the
slavery to war and to violence, in those of
E. M. Forster there is marked slavery o
the bourgeois spirit and © society, in
Margiad Evans can be distinguished a
pronounced form of slavery to passion
and to nature, in Aldous Huxley the
erotic lure is prominent, and in ]:\v;_-c the

aesthetic lure dominates”; while Virging achievement. i
55 ¢ Virginia “ inci -
3 . Lty F aim to
\i‘,uulf was unable to establish belief in g .M f Pm?qf:!r_;nla: he is
anything but everything. oo oo r

¥ The longest of the essays
oyce, which contains an analysis ¢
I_[:unlm theme running :hmﬂ::!:u:f;{-s:r:
Shakespeare’s play, the author remarks, is
pre-eminently a parable of unb:lie;"-
we are referred 10 a Iur[hcuming \\.'ork in
which this will be explained. Here j F
argued that Stephen (Hamlet), one of”hls
main figures in the novel, after wandn:r'[ s
between the divided realms of nature mg
SPIFIL, arrives eventually at the m:an'an
less, undifferentiated flux in which .5
sonality and wvalue are lost: g | u:r;lc;t;
nature, Joyce himself, the author aqsscrts
moved in the same direction after aban-
qoning his early religious beliefs, Having
thus nullified his experience (and with-
drawn the sustaining skeleton of value
from pature), he attempted to preserve it

is the one o

b 4 Jy
Within the skin of art—Iike that corpse
In one of Poe’s stories, which went inte
deliquescence when the effects of hypnosts

illustration of the author'dl
perhaps because in the case
is dealing with an explicit &%
:“-'huf in religion f
His analysis of Virgini
¥ 0o means so persuasive
understand peither her intent

which 5
man's principal claim to
he is free: hence tragedy, @
their
enduring novels of our ag
by Lawrence, Proust and &
them being irenical "W"'?:"
them being concerned Wi

time. :
author's premises as Ml

clusions,
studies in @
of
awarcne *
::‘ .ﬂ;;ofound 2
ut P
::;g;wm“ with a style like a blum )
respectable travellers may be a :
when waylaid by this un 1
ruffian. ;
hopes, to give to the poor in the future;

ollowed by
Wooll

the anarchist would

suspension in  irony.
P

But though one ca

declining  cultur
novelists lived and
ss of the prenuses. In
n independent mind
level; the criticis
Mr. Savage

his
deep.

But he takes from the rich, one

2 : 5 king a useful w0
ceased, All of life, however trivial, was he is maki = auE
packed into Ulysses and Finnegan's Wake understanding the present literary
The essay is much more lex than this  scene.

summary, and it is the most convincing

—
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Anti-Militarism

political
fessions™ played a sensational part. _
not suggest that the Provincial Police

“nthe way

in
at times the trials had a sinister echo of

trials eclsewhere, since “con-
1 do

actually obtained this evidence by M.V.D.
means, but it scems clear that they played
upon the anmgonisms between the
various Doukhobor factions, and such
evidence, which is generally regarded as

Canada

blown up on several occasions by Sons
of Freedom who were afraid that it might
become a symbol around which a cult of
leader worship would grow. Bur all
these were internal Doukhobor conflicts,
and even the men who suffered for !hm:
did not suggest that the state had any
part in them.

There remains one final controversial
Most of the recent wave of

suspect when unsupported by sub- question.
tantial other proofs, played a very prejudice against the Doukhobors was
gnificant part in the trials. Another built up on a series ol attempts at

CANADIAN NOTES

equally sinister feature of the trials was
in which the fact that certain
Doiskhobors had advocated the abolition
marriage was used, under the guise
“inditgment 0 adultery”, o arouse
jge “against the accused men.
Of “she general question of the
Grkhobbe. “atrocities”, the prime res-
sibility fer these undoubtedly lies with
Canadign authorities, both Federal

fie

Canada, it was on the distinct understand-
ing that their anti-militarism should be
fespected.  The Doukhobors themselves
“realise that militarism is not implanted
only on the day when a man enters the
army; the process begins from the day he
enters a state school, and for this reason
the Doukhobors have resisted the attempt
to impose compulsory state education on
their children. They have also opposed
all kinds of registration, and have often
refused to pay taxes, on the grounds that
this merely helps to promote the evil of
war.

The authorities have consistently tried
to force the Doukhobors to give up their

sabotage by urying to blow up the

Canadian Pacific railway lines. The
reason for this, I think, was that the
Doukhobors realised the intimate con-

nection between the C.P.R. and the ruling
class in Canada, but the risk to innocent
individuals involved seems here quite
without justification.

In general, however, there is no doubt
that the whole wave of Doukhobor burn-
ings and acts of sabotage can be traced
to the bad faith of the British Col i
and Canadian Governments in t

ing to

d Provincial. The Doukhobors have  subordinate the Doukhobors to the re-
gen traditionally opposed to the state and quirements of the state by imposing

" particularly b any participation in mili- education, taxation and registration.
Y tarism,» and when they first came t While they continue to do this, 1 do not

think that any number of jail sentences
will end Doukhobor direct actions The
only solution to the problem is the recog-
nition of the burming desire of these
people to live their own lives, free from
state interference.

Catholic Quebec
HE Catholic hierarchy of Quebec fol-

Jows its tortuous course between
radicalism and reaction. At the moment

it is still anxious to maintain a certain
influence in reactionary circles, while
keeping its hold over the awakening
French-Canadian  workers. Episcopal

support of recent strikes, in opposition

stand. They have built schools in their 10 Government bans, showed how far the
communities and tried to force Doukhobor  bishops were ready to iberalise” their
children to attend them, they have seized  Aattitude in order to maintain their in-
Doukhobor land for non-payment of fluence of the Church. The clash be-

taxes, they have arrested .and imprisoned
hundreds of Doukhobors for various kinds
of refusal to register.

The Doukhobors have naturally resisted

this with the means of direct action at
their disposal. They burned the schools
which were forced upon them, they held

nude parades to protest against arrests.

tween Church and State over this last
issue proved so bitter that the Vatican
decided that it was politic to allow
Archbishop Charbonneau of Montreal to
resign “for reasons of health”. A more
subtle politician, Monsignor Léger, had
been appeinted in his place. At the same
time, however, the Church strove to have
the best of both worlds by issuing another

For all this it was the Canadian
Srthori and not the Doukhobors who Statement declaring that it demanded a
were primarily responsible. better share for labour in industry, and
Other burnings hs I admit, less (l?u:. tacitly encouraging priest-supervised
justification. The effort to seek a con- discontent among the workers, in the clear
sistent policy led o disagreement between hope that by ying off the rulers and
various groups of Doukhobors, and some the xuled the (Ghurch il scomegontion
decided to collaborate with the state, with o in the end. GeorGeE WOODCOCK.
the result that their more radical neigh- For » el:a:r}[ﬂmn of the Doukhobor Com
bours would sometimes burn down their ‘;;",::.““;L’..“‘é.AJ,]I"K—L,[{‘..’,,‘F\’?:“';:;,,.':""j‘,- ks

houses.

The tomb of Peter Verigen was

munal Living (Freedom Press, 1/-), page 12.

NIC

TAMBURRINI

O.\ICE again it
have to record the death of a com-
rade. Nicola Tamburrini, who died on
April 16th, at the age of 67, first came
to this country in 1913. He was born
in Campobasso, in Southern Iraly, but
left his country at an ecarly age to seck
work in South America. There he soon
became active in the working-class and
anarchist movements and the authorities
were not slow in taking action to have
him deported. But he returned on two
more occasions and was deported each
time. Before coming to London, he
worked in France, where he was particu-
larly active in the syndicalist movement.
As far as 1 know he never contributed
articles to the anarchist or syndicalist
press, but was considered a great plat-
form speaker, being as fluent in French
and Spanish as he was in Italian. He was
deported by the French authorities for his
political activities, and like so many
others before him, sought refuge in this
country. In London he found an active
group of [Iwalian comrades, including
Malatesta, Recchioni, Rossi and Corio,
and though he continued to be interested
in the revolutionary syndicalist movement,
his activities, influenced by Malatesta,
were now directed largely to anarchist
propaganda. In World War I he took
up an uncompromisingly anti-war atti-
tude, which he maintained 25 years later
in the so-called anti-fascist war of 1939.

*

As soon as the 1914-18 war ended, he
and the other Italian comrades in London
set about discussing the possibilities of
assisting the movement in Italy and in
fact .it can be said that the archist
paper Umaniti Nova—which became a
daily until its suppression by Mussolini—
was launched in London, and Malatesta
who became its editor, was persuaded to
undertake the task by such comrades as
Tamburrini and Recchioni, who assured
the initial finances to make the venture
possible.

Tamburrini returned to Italy, but only
for a short time, as he was soon threatened
by the fascist gangsters, and in 1924 re-
turned to London, where he remained to
the end of his life.

Like so many comrades from the Con-
tinent, he was never able to fit into the
English movement, not through a lack of
sympathy for the work being done, but
rather because of the difficulty of the

is our sad duty to language

OLA

and of adjusting his ebulient
temperament to the more placid and con-
stitutional traditions of the English.
Furthermore, during the inter-war Years,
his chief pre-occupation was the
throw of Mussolini, and much of thig
work with his old comrade Recchioni, was
of a nature which could not be carried out’
in public.

*

Early in the war, he had a stroke which
impaired his speech, and for a man who
was a brilliant sneaker and who enjoyed
discussion as much as he did, this wi
a terrible blow, yet he refused to admit
defeat and, in spite of all the horrors of
the war and the continual crises in his
own health during the past fen years,
never lost faith in the ideals for which
he had struggled since his early youth.
Though he could no longer be active, he
encouraged us to carry om,
ready to support any initiati
would further the anarchist cause.
contributed generously to the funds of
Freedom, to the Freedom Defence Com-
mittee when our comrades were arrested
n 1945, and more recently to the Marie

Louise Berneri Memorial Committece.
Iliis knowledge of the movement, and
his grasp of the anarchist ideas as well

as the problems of working-class organisa-
tion were based on a life of experience
and agitation, and as one of the younger
generation who knew him intimately, I
found discussion with him was always
a stimulating and rewarding experience.

And though he did not dwell on the
glories of the past, as is so often the

case with older comrades, he never
abandoned the enthusiasm and steadfast-
ness and idealism which were charac-

teristic of the progressive movements of
the past; qualities which account for the
“glories of the past”, The absence of
these qualities in the present generation
may partly explain the poverty of the
Left in our time. i

*

Nicola Tamburrini was cremated at
Kensal Green Cemetery. With his family
were a few friends and comrades to take
their last farewell. The ashes will b
placed alongside those of his cld comrade

of many battles, E. Recchioni: two
worthy fighters in the swruggle for
freedom.

V.R.

unhappy childhood which in later years
determined the German  educationist
Friedrich Froebel to do all in his power
1o bring happiness to the children who
came within his sphere. After his feath,
inscribed on his monument were the
words of Goethe which occur so fre-
quently in Froebel's works and which
express the motive force of his life:
“Come let us live for our children.”

His choice of educarion as a CAreer,
however, was largely fortuitous. A
friend who was the director of one ol the
model schools inspired by Pestalozzi was
convinced that Froebel's true vocation
was teaching and persuaded him to take

8 job at the school. He was an im-
mediate success. ‘‘The very first time,"
he says, “that I found m b
thirty or forty boys, I fell Lh yughly
home. In fact, 1 perceived that

a1 last found my leng missed life element.

1 was inexpressibly happy.’

The New Education
Afier working ar this school with signal
suceess for two years, he decided that he
maore and opportunity 1o
w and understand the child. 5o, like
win, he experimenied with the cdu-
cation of individua) children, Eventually,
he joined the celebrated institution at
Yverdun, where he worked with
Peswlozzl. As frequently happens, the
transcended the master and soon
had developed his ideas [urther
could have dreamed

permanent school was estab-
with the aid of 1wo devoted
at Kellhau wh became an

. and from which
 When

ueation” spread all

he had been there 1en

L hed The Educarion of
ge, u book which
notice.  Meanwhile
staried including
ftzerland and what
mining college for
Here, his thoughts
oreupicd with the
the pre-school child.

prgarten
of the carly years of
mining his whole

lang been one of
p rooted beliefs. But
all his attention

I’I' was possibly the memory of his own

to the education of little children from
one to seven years of age, and the training

of teachers in the art of infant education.
As he grew older, Frocbel became less
and less int d in the later stages of
education and it is for his work with
the very young child that Froebel will
always be best known.

The name which Froebel coined for his
type of school has won universal

He called it the Kinder n and
ned in Blankenburg

new
fame.

the first one was op
mn

1837.
The Kindergarten does not mean, as
ometimes seems to be assumed, a garden
in which the children play; but a garde
in which the children are the plants and
the teacher is the gardener who helps
them to develop along the lines laid down
by nature and not by the gardener him-
self. This is a very similar concept to
that of Godwin

Trouble with the Authorities

The last years of Froebel's life were
devoted completely to this work and it
wed probable that they would be his
most  peaceful  years. But  suddenly
trouble with the authorities came about in
] which could never have been
anticipated, His nephew, Kurl Froebel,
who held more advanced views, had pub-
lished books which denlt with the social
and political emancipation of Germany.
In the reaction which set in after 1848,
Froebel found himself sugpected ol
socinlism and irreligion, and in 1851 an
edict was issued forbidding the establish-
ment of schools “after the principles ol
Friedrich and Karl Frocbel” anywhere
in Prussia, 'This was a terrible blow to
the old man and he did not long survive
the decree. He died in 1852 at the age
of seventy and the decre¢ remained in
force for ten years after his death.

An exoleric and an esoteric treatment
of Froebel's ideas are both possible but
for the purpuse of this short article the
exoteric must suffice. In y case, the
use of Froebel's symbolic Jilts" as aids
10 education and the value of his songs,
and pictures are rather suspect and

seer

games

certuinly have liule relevance 10 the
question  of [reedom in education. It
could be argued; indeed, that this aspect
of Frogbel's work was based not on
psychological fact but on metaphysical
mumbo-jumbe  and on the  guasic

philosophical system imperfectly derived

from Hegel. If all this is admitted, how-
ever, there still remains a solid contribu-
tion to the theory and practice of pro-
gressive education.
Self Activity

Simply and briefly, Froebel's ideas are
best summed-up in the belief expressed in
The Education of Man: “All the child
is ever to become lies, however slightly
indicated, in the child and cun be
attained from within outward.” Each
human being therefore must “develop
from within, self-active and free, in
ccordance with the eternal law.” This
jevelopment is spontaneous and Froebel
Is it self-activity. Teachers must be
very careful how they interfere with this
activity. Like Godwin, Froebel believed
that the educator's rile was to be passive,
following where the child led. He must
constantly en in mind that “the pur-
pose of teaching is to bring ever mere out
of man rather than to put more and

[

more into him."”
Froebel therefore  stood for  self-
expression,  He considered that Pestalozzi
So i

had over-emphasized receplivity. ) i
the schools of Froebel, while the child’s
perception was developed by the nb:cn_'u-
tion and care of natural objects ]_|kc
animals and flowers, his self-expression
was at the same time encouraged by
working with colour brushes, mat plaiting
and clay modelling. Singing, drawing,
painting and modelling were for the first
tlime treated as serious unlu.'!m-uwl sub-
jects, taught however not in arder to
make artists but #s 0 MEAns 1w full all
round development.
The Play Way

who first divided the
of which the

He it was, too,
school day into two parts;
first was o be used for academic
instruction and the second for manual
work, He was n great believer in the
doctrine of “learning by doing” and he
considered all practical work to be of
the highest educational imporiance.
Another feature of Froebel's methed is
the home-made apparatus made by the
children  themselves for immediate use,
not stercotyped and designed in advance
as was the case in the Montessori schools

which will be discussed in the next
article. o
A child's natral activity expresses

itself in_ play. Froebel agreed with

!

PIONEERS OF FREE EDUCATION -1

FRIEDRICH FROEBEL 1782-1852

Montaigne that “the games of children
are their most serious occupations.” Like
Homer Lane, who will be discussed
later, Froebel spent much time observing
little children at play and he came to the
conclusion that a child's play is full of
meaning and of serious importance. Now-
adays, the term “the play way” has be-
come something of an educational cliche
and phrases like “play therapy™ have
entered the jargon of contemporary
psychiatry. It is & far cry from the
directed and controlled play impulses of
Froebel to the play therapy of to-day
but the discoveries' of Froebel certainly
helped to point the way.

Education for Freedom

Frocbel used the phrase “education for
freedom” to describe his system and he
hat man’s Progress as & conscious
as towards freedom. It was not
er, the freedom of Rousseau who
said: “Everyone is born free and brings
the right of personal freedom into the
world with him.” On the contrary,
Froebel regarded man as born en[im]):
fettered on all sides and as having to
win freedom by his own striving, Every
individual, he believed, has to free him-
self by the help of educational influences
and freedom is the product of an intel-
lectual and moral unfettering resulting
from self-activity.

Froebel had learnt to Jook upon his
fundamental principle as one which could

not  be acceptable. “I1 know,™
he prophesi that it will be centuries
before my view of the child and s

W
educational treatment can be genmerally
accepted.” It has still not been generally
accepted but its influence already upon
educational practice in general cannot be
over-estimated. There is no space here
to discuss the contemporary Froebel
Institutes, the National Froebel Founda-
tion, the advantages, if any, which a
Froebel trained teacher has over the pro-
duct of the ordinary training college, or
the guestion of whether some such
specialised training is desirable for a
teacher in a free school. But the value
of the contribution which Froebel made 1o
the “pew education” was obviously com-
siderable and, perhaps in some ways more
important, his influence upon teaching

method in the state schools of this
country has been substantial.
Toxn EarLey.
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THE FUCHS CASE

l CANNOT agrew wiih V.R's arvicle
wm e s of Dv. Puchs (Presdom,

. “ It e me oo much lke

ot @ ahing spenk of Dr. Puche

"Bt L ITEY How s it possible 1o

il wenwrbody  honcs an mtell

i e he mhes part in stom bomb

pecarch, after Hiroshima, while he could

- taken a job

- ret Maoreover
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§ o be Deputy
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1 L and n w
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Fuh rele o the above twy
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ha! & lige man should wke part
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. c s making cxperiments on
y b soners &t Dachau in the
paT medical progress We did not
e specak the doctors honew
motives" and | hope we never shall do
" herwise we shall finish by condoning
all sorts of “honest” mass-murderers
London LA
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V.R wrin Dy Fuchs olrwes
were  h because what hae wa
=, periomal gain  but  for whar
he thosgh ar right. If, ar the evidence
wd i he boheved that peace could
only be puaranieed by Ruisia sharing
omi b4 then #t would have been
[P of kim mot (o accept a post
which pave him accesy fo these vecren

Smce  the Hiroshima bomb o
dropped by the Americans and not 1he
Rusmams, this seems 10 me 1o be am
@gument in favour of Fuchs

I commor wmderstand whar 1A s

droveng at o the sentence comcerming The
“bemariful eyes™, et The main disagree
ment berween i is in that | maintain thar
any anni-fascisl who,
convinced thar the lay war was a siruggle
aganst fascism, wai morally honest when
he parnicipated in the war, wherear 1.4

for imstance, wan

ashs, how could he be simce wari are
immoral. | agree with 1A, that wars are
immoral but | also recogmive that the
principles upon which our rality s

based ave not shaved by the vas

of people ar presemt. One can, therefore
only assess the homesty of thewr acnons
in relation to their principles T his
does mot prevemi ws, however, from

anacking these principles if we think they
are wrong. And [ attempred 10 make this
quite clear in the opeming paragraphs of
my article.”)
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UNICN OF ANARCHIST GROUPS:
CENTRAL LONDON
INDOOR Lecture-Discussions
Senday at 730 p.m. at the
Trade Union Club, Great Newport St
W.C2 (near Leicester Square Statioa).

avery

April 10th Speaker: Dors Russell
“HAS FEMINISM FAILED?"
May Teh Spesker: Tony Gibiea

“HAVE PROGRESSIVE SCHOOLS A
SOCIAL JUSTIFICATIONT
May 14th Spesier: Yacob Owman
“THE SUDAN AT THE CROSSROAD"

GLASGOW ANARCHIST GROUP
OUTDOOR MEETINGS every Sunday at
pom. st

MAXWELL STREET

with

Frank Laech, John Gafiney, Eddie Shaw.
8 ide

COMMENCING SUNDAY, APRIL 30th

LIVERPOOL ANARCHIST GROUP
Open Air Meetings
wevery Suaday, 730 p.m.
on Lewis's blied site
COLNE & NELSON DISTRICT
Discussion Group  held fortnightly.
Senday, May 7th at 30 pm.
t
Twisters and .Dum Club,
Strest, Colne [Lancs.)

NORTH EAST LONDON GROUP
Discussion Msstings fortmightly, 7.30 pom.
May Ind Open Discussion

Edgar Priddy

h‘&n TO ANARCHISM"”
/o Freeds~ Freu

 HAMPSTEAD

) ' -“ —lﬁm prompt.

PRACTICA g
Densid . }LEr

The International Congress—5

We publish below the fifth instalment of translations of the ]
passed at the recemt Imtermationad Amarchist ( omprens.  (Prevvows artacls
appeared in our isswes of 215t Jawuary, gtk Marck, 151 Aprid and 1 cth Apnd
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left to each geographical grow

in the way most appropnate ina "

conditions. But at the same we

think it is of interest to point oul parucu
larly significant experiences. For example,
Argentina, a country where anarch
solidarity has given very positive resu
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Foreign Policy : Prelude to War

of the years before 1914, with the
impetus  given to them by the rise

century recognised thet well cacugh;
but it did not make them fall in behind

of reval syndical were  their governments in the war game in
eflectivel dissi d by the o which the workers fight out the rivalries
against the Kaiser. Nor is their much of the capitalist class. Instead they
care to hide the part which cconomic developed an anti-militarist body of
rivalries played in the gemesis of the thought and looked beyond the un-

ccasing rivalries to the removal of their
causcs.

We have seen the old trick played
often cnough mow to recogmise it im
contemporary guisc instead of having

first world war—thirty-odd years after-
wards there is no need to keep up the
old preteaces.

It is mot only the gullible u_orl!n
who are gulled by this age-old trick of

But vor antrSMabimsm docs nof blind
s when be calls for setionsl wsity
aguine “Soviet disruptionists™. “1 the
United Stmtes cun be comfused and
divided, if it can be made 1o doubt the
desirability of belping other free

nations; if it can be broaght o doube

te wait a ge before ad

that we have been duped. In his recent
speech, Truman declared that forcign
policy would be above-board and opcn.

governments. H. G. Wells lent has
powers and talents to the cause of pre-
senting s respectable gloss to the 1914
war; siterwards bhe declared that he

i sident Wilson's Fourtcen

ould er be duped into such a dirty Omne of President !
;u;inn'.“:nin. But there was hardly Points was No Seeret Tl‘fﬂn‘i—(bll!
of ready was thirty-two vears sgo. When Bevin

any need—there were pleaty . by
dupes among the intellectual ™ Ie_od:r-
in the second world war. Did mot

became Forcign Minister he spoke of
lifting international relations into the

i i hem we have

Russell speak up for the clear light of day. Since then
:‘:r“:d.ndu:o his bit to make it & seen the intrigues and bargainings about
.p‘ﬂ.hk outfit for the American Palestine, about Trieste, M _tk
e ad the ranks of patriotic Austrian Treaty and so on. It is time
rts provide a mine of willing war to look bevond threadbare political

spologists fully up-to-date and primed tricks and consider realities.

with the latest material.
GRAI OF TRUTH

Now there no disputing the truth
of much of this forcign policy gag. The € sor.
capitalist nations did seck to cncirele outspoken fighter against :\n‘r.nm and
snd confine the growing power of Nazi  Fascism lndl their apologists and
Germany, as they had donc Bolshevik appeasers. Nor did it need the cold
and Stalinist Russia. Soviet Imperialism  war to make anarchists recognise the

ACHESON'S SPEECH.

Before the last war, Spain and the
World, this paper's predecessor, was an

secks to h its power faults of the Russian system—we were
and weaken its democrstic rivals. In  sttacking the Bolshevik  counter-
recognising this self-cvident truth, onc lution when iali Jutioni
is mercly restating the familiar fact were still swallowing the palice regime
that itali i are i i} - luti i ™. We there-

R e

st rivalry with cach other for control
of more power and wealth. The revolu-
tionary socislists of the nineteenth

fore do not require Mr. Dean Acheson
to tell us about the defects of Sovier
tyranny.

Frmeed St Capeas P Lo, i, pusisted B Preslon Pron, ¥ Sed Liss Suses, Lontes. W00

€ > gh. But ¢

must teach us thet the purpose of afl
this—and cvery grest power, it bt
exccption, is sayimg the same ' i

o that wmity in
respect of which the working-class Lives
up its rights and the struggle wirh
the rulingclass, while the ruling-cla

gives up—aothing. This kind of wn.
exceptionable utterance provides the
prelude to snother war.  Destrucei

of the Kaiscr's power did not bring s
better world; mor did the defear of
i Clearly the new war is con-
demned as  imeflectual before i
declared. and the

spenk of PR
forcign intrigucs, the threar
out. Their aim is tighter
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