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It may be thought that, since the three

expelled men are plainly out of sympathy
with the offi union, they should not
mind being “dis d”, but the fact of
course is that the docks are closed shops,
and in order to qualify for the de-
casualisation scheme, a paid-up union
card must be shown. Thus, the union is
striking at a man's living by expelling
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AMERICANISM

PRUFEQSUR LASKI'S book was

published nearly a year ago, and
my only excuse for the lateness of this
review is that it reached me on the
eve of one of my own visits to the
United States, and that it is nearly

half-a-million words in length—
pearly eight hundred very solidly
printed pages. Owing to my absence

1 did not hear what kind of reception
it had in this country, but I doubt
if it was adequate. For it is a very
fine and important book. America
has inspired several good books,
generally written by Europeans, but
1 would put Laski's book with the
best of these—that is to say, with
De Tocqueville and Bryce. It has
pot got the amazing prophetic quality
of Democracy in America, nor the
same eye for significant detail, but
De Tocqueville was a pioneer, and
every observation was news. And he
had less o cope with—less history,
less civilisation, fewer contradictions
and complexities. Laski’s book is
very long, but it is amazingly unified
and comprehensive. It deals not
only with the traditional and historical
aspects of American civilisation, but
also gives a clear account of the
present political institutions, federal,
state and local. There are chapters
on American business enterprise,
American labour, religion, education
and culure. The minority problems
are treated realistically (they “require
a new America for their solution . . .
America will not go forward to the
solution of these grave and growing
issues until its citizens have displaced
the business man as the idol t be
worshipped in its market places™).
There are further chapters on
America as a World Power, on the
professions, on the press, cinema and

radio, and a final chapter on
“Americanism as a Principle of
Civilisation™.

If there is a central argument in
this book, it is expressed in the fol-
lowing sentence: ““1 have argued here
that in the main realms of American
thought the sense of openncss and
expansion diminishes, and that, with
its diminution, there emerges the
scepticism, even the pessimism, which
men reveal when they measure the
distance between the promise for
which they had hoped and the reality
which they had found to be possible.”
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authority of the modern state.

ica article up to date for the later editions.

¢ books, one of them by Harold Laski, whose recent death
ent of one of its most brilliant thinkers.
were his views likely to be sympathetic to anarchists.
hi{ could not accept the dogmatic and bigoted attitude of Marx
ontinuously concerned with the preservation of individual free-

Laski was a Marxist

But

Thus it was Laski who brought
And when the four

dom were arrested and charged with sedition (while his Labour
Freadom Pross. Defesor C()mmﬂn was at the Home Office), Laski was a ready supporter of the

ttee,

in indi

idual freedom.

T'his idea is expanded in a concluding
paragraph to the chapter on American
culture, and as this is perhaps the
most significant passage in the whole
book I will quote it in full:

The crisis of American culture is the

outcome of the that those values
[the values originally expressed in the
American

ion] are in such ob-
vious decay. Whatever the avenues they
opened in the past, their application now
$ in most forms of thought a sense
adequacy and frustration. They pre-
vent growth; thereby, they belittle man.
I't are prohibitions against the emer-
of those productive relations in
society which enable its members to feel
that whatever is accessible of wellbeing
can both explore and use. By the
v fact that expansion of well-being has
come a threat 1o the supremacy of the
business- i f

nsion of
For it is no accident that
the great ages in the history of culture
are also the ages in which the conscious-
of culture is most widely shared.
more the right 1o share is rigidly
i by a profit-making system which
1 impose its discipline ever more
stringently as its central objective be-
. more difficult; the whole of
is bound to be sacrificed to
and both the quest for

earch for beauty will
ns. The curse of
has been heaped upon the business-
in the United States, and he has
ought, out of fear, in his wrn, o
its narrowing obligations upon the so
he dominates. That is why a fundamental
chan, i5 needed in the direction of
American life; for nothing is more fatal
to the greatness of a culture than im-
potence to translate the mind of man
from the relation of past tradition to the
relation of CMETZING Creativensss,

ness

ety

The agent of such a change should,
of course, be the labour movement,
but at the end of his acute analysis

THE AMERICAN DEMO-
CRACY by Harold J. Laski.
(Allen & Unwin, 25/-.)

AN INQUIRY INTO THE
PRINCIPLES AND POLICY

OF THE GOVERNMENT
OF THE UNITED STATES
by John Taylor. With an

Introduction by Prof, R, F,

Nichols. (Routledge & Kegan
Paul, 35/-.)

PIONEERS OF AMERICAN
FREEDOM by Rudolf Rocker.
(Rocker Publications Com-
mittee, 2101 South Gramercy
Place, Los Angeles 7, Calif.

of American labour, Laski is not in
a very hopeful mood, and the only
course he can recommend is the
bankrupt one of indirect political
action.  Direct productive action
does not enter into his picture of the
future—in fact, the whole of the co-
operative movement, which is not
without its significance in the United
States, is ignored. But if it is
essential, as Laski argues, for the
labour movement “to take up the
work of re-stating, in twentieth-
century terms, that problem of free-
dom which Jefferson saw so clearly in
the first American Revolution and
Lincoln so supremely in the second,”
then American labour must do some-
thing better than imitate the tactics
of the British Labour Party, which
has nothing better to offer than a
tmid version of the totalitarian
state. The whole of this national

and a{?erwards of the Freedom Defence Committee which it
of his ~opimions, we could wish that more of his Labour
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political party game is towlly in-
consistent with the libertarian ideals
of Jefferson and John Taylor.
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The republication of Taylor's
classical treatise comes very oppor-
tunely. First published one hundred
and thirty-five years ago, it is one of
the basic documents of American
political theory. John Taylor was a
lawyer by education but a plain
Virginia farmer by preference. His
treatise is in the eighteenth century
tradition of political thought, but
directed to the practical problems of
a new democracy. Taylor’s main
concern is to design checks on author-
ity, and his views on the corrupting
influence of power anticipate Acton’s
in vigorous expression :

The Republican and federal parties of
the United States are evidently clamber.
ing towards the system for consigning a
nation to the constant spoliation of a suc-

more
because
than monarchy itself. Far from cc t
ing the abuses with which they charge
cach other, their leaders. trusting o the
pernicious doctrine of confidence and
authority, will convert their mutual abuses
into mutual precedents. Neither parties
nor individuals will voluntarily diminish
power in their own hands, however perni-
cious they have decla t to be in the
hands of others, if they are
ous, they are willing to abuse if
, they sumptuously confide in
own moderati therefore abuses
n never be corrected, where confi 3
d authority have subverted natic
nciples.

As authority generates the same
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able, because it is obvious from th
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SHALL describe the work of such

social reformers as Francis Place and
Richard Carlile in subsequent article,
and attempt 1o ass its importance in
the history of the struggle for social
emancipation. In the concluding section
of the present article I shall briefly indi-
cate some general consideration to serve

background 1o the subject.

We have seen that Julian Huxley,
among many other modern observers,
stresses the need for a reduction in the
world's present population, or at the least
a stabilisation at to-day's level. On the
other hand, the governments of the world
show grave alarm at what they regard as
a fall in the rate of increase, and offer
all manner of incentives to large families
with a view to increasing their nation's
numbers.

Now even very primitive cultures, and
all developed civilisations of antiguity,
adopted methods of population control.
They made attempls—sometimes rational,
sometimes merely magical—at conception
or what we now call Birth
Control.  But thev relied chiefly upon
abortion and infanticide U intain 8
stable population level. There can be
no doubt that in doing they were
actuated by concern for the social good—
in a strictly Malthusian way, for the social
group sufiers if the number of mouths
out-runs the available food supply. The
point to be stressed her is that such be-
iour is responsible behaviour; it secks
modify human affairs for the social

control,

50

1o
good.
An extreme cxample

is provided by the
live permancntly
ani for whom
| pre-occupation
nd resourceful
mos often die

of the most active, stron
members of the group. Eak
of starvation, snd Roberi Flaheriy tells
us that this was the fate of MNanook,
despite his wonderful hunting skill, rwa
vears after the making of the beaurtiful
and moving film Nanook of the North

(1921 MNot merely do Eskimos practice
inf snd abortion, but in tme of

Malthusians—%

hardship the older people, feeling that
they are more of a burden than an asset
o the group, ask to be left in a closed-in
igloo to die quietly without food.
Such behaviour may seem extraordinary
to us, and difficult to understand; but that
it testifies 1o a higher standard of socia
consciousness than we possess can hardly
be disputed. ¥

The purpose of this digression is to
point the contrast between primitive social
responsibility, and the anitude of modern
governments and of the Roman Catholic
Chureh. It is irresponsible for the State-
dopt an expansionist population
policy; and the enforcing of such a policy
is only possible where people have become
long inured to having no control over
their own lives so that they make lirtle
effort o limit fertility or births.

Actually, of course, the peoples of the
world always show themselves far more

| and resy ble than their
rulers. The admittedly high, though
incalculable, abortion rate testifies o this;
and shows that women are determined 10
take @ responsible attitude towards their
undesired and therefore undesirable preg-
nancies even though irresponsible
government makes their action criminal,
and thereby drives them 1o clandestine
and dangerous methods,

If the Swe sometimes condemns and
never encourages rational Birth Control,
what of the Roman Church which always

condemns it? In everyone's experience
there are those feckless couples whose
increasing families

annually
J decpening  poverty, and
effectively block any possibility of pur-
poseful in their lives. Who is
surprised to find that such families are
rencrally Roman Catholic, consoled by
the pricst but forbidden the obvious and
ally desirable remedy? Small wonder

the Roman Church has always ex-
ad the virwues of poverty, when their
prolibit‘ons prevent one method of partial
escape from its wils. B Control, the
a2 holics declare. is unnatural and there-
fore hateful to Geod, for the purpose of

sexual i is
children and not the “mere” gratification
of pleasure. One can only ask, as Reich
and the sex-economists asked, “if Nature
is so strict and wise why has it created
a sexual apparatus which impels 1o sexual
intercourse not only when one wants
children, but on an average two or three
thousand times in the period of sexual
life?"
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Mussolini era (when the government’s
policy was to encourage women to have
as many children as possible in order 1o
eventually raise the population of Italy
to the 70 million mark) and which has
little meaning to-day in view of Italy's
non-existent Empire and her physical in-
ability to demand “lebensraum” backed
by armed threats. The magistrates, in
acquitting our comrades, were obviously
influenced by these considerations but also

of its kind in
ted with un-
under which
i5 one which

from the

o i |

CCORDING to Il Libertario (Milan,

22/3/50) two more members of the
anarcho-syndicalist CN.T. (National
Confederation of Labour) have faced
Franco's firing squad, this time at Mont-
juich, where some forty years ago the
anarchist educationist Francisco Ferrer
met a similar fate at the instigation of the
Catholic Church, The names of the two
men were Manuel Sabater Llopart and
Saturnino Culebras.

*

As we go to Press a Manchester
Guardian report from Ocana ( Toledo)
dated March 24th, states that: “The
military prosecutor to-day demanded a
sentence of 16 years' imprisonment for a

Truman
pposed for the

stos, 2802//50.

L(;mu\erd !E;nciaﬁsi Civil Governor of
5 adrid, Sefior Antonio Trigo Mairal,
X Smith, who | accused of conspiring with the Monar-
tish forces in | Chists for the overthrow of General
1goro saddrtsls, Franco. Sentences ranging from eight
it could be said | thirty vyears were requested for 17
happy and the | oiher defendants, described as “anar-
laws were being chists,” who are on trial with Sefior
Mairal, on charges of rebellion against
of work or | the State”
s there was a
d that there *
and two days And from New York it is reported

instead of six
enth day spent

jet, Feb. 1950.

(24/3/50) that the National City Bank
has approved of a £7 million loan to
Spain.

GERMANY REVISITED

MR, VICTOR GOLLANCZ, writing
in the Manchester Guardian
(23/3/50) has some interesting things to
say about his recent visit to Germany, in
view of the many conflicting reports that
are published in the press regarding con-
ditions and morale in that unhappy
country.

smallest

Of the material conditions there are
as everywhere the small propertied class
“living in considerable luxury” and “a
large propertyless one, whose ca_ndm_nn
varies, in the main, from hyper-Crippsian
austerity to utter destitution. The un-

by the fact that since the g

pamphlet  was  published, nfrcnl:[dllun.%
articles on birth control have appeared in
the Italian Press. One Italian wecklrl
Il Mondo (in its second year of puh]uc:f

tdon and one of the most i i
1 and most  intellj
politico-literary s

1 r publications we haw
.read‘: i publl_shrd a whole page anic\]:
(4 50) with the title “Freedom from

too many children”, in which the writer
makes out a strong case for the wide-

EOBREIGN COMMENTARY

More Vietims for Franeco

employed, and those living on public
relief, form an appallingly high percent-
age of the whole population; and their
misery, particularly when they are also
expellees, is often dreadful. There were
things in the Liibeck expellee camp at
sight of which neither my wife nor I
could restrain our tears. The small circle
of the rich is no less selfish than in any

other country . . .

On the question of peace, war and
nationalism, Mr. Gollancz writes: “As a
result of newspaper reports, I had ex-
pected to find aggressive nationalism
everywhere. I found hardly any anywhere.
Of course it exists, and 1 cannot pretend
that I sought out those politicians of the
extreme Right and of the neo-Nazi
parties who are attempting to recreate it.
But I saw enough of ordinary people to
be quite sure that the most notable thing
about Germany to-day is the will to
peace."”

And he gives a number of examples, of
meetings with young people in different
parts of the country, in support of his
view and concludes: “Now all this seems
to me preity remarkable. Think of recent
German history: vile Nazi indoctrination
for twelve years; a disastrous defeat; an

entire nation proclaimed p
territories lost; the country di
least nmine million expellees and refugees;
the starvation after 1945 he utterly

ruined cities; blastings an WIngs-up,
not just after victory but five years later.
Was there ever more fertile ground for
aggressiveness and bellicosity, and is it
not rather extraordinary that one finds so

little of ir?

AMERICAN JUSTICE

N Rome (Georgia), two law officers

were found guilty of surrendering a
group of seven negroes to a mob of
masked and robed Ku Klux Klan men
who, to quote the News of the World,
“fogged their helpless victims with
leather straps.”

spread dissemination of birth
propaganda in Italy
se in this as
exist social

in spite of the laws and

¢ only alternat

ICTORY for BIRTH CONTROL

4

the large family.” And the writer quite
openly puts forward the proposal that a
Birth Control League should be formed
in Italy to carry out a large-scale cams
paign; to open climics and publish
informative pamphlets. He suggests lx
the initiative to be more effective sho

be taken in the first instance by a gromip

control
As he rightly ob-
other things there
*s which must be
I'he rich in Italy have for a
been using birth control ap-
the
“The poor, the illiterates
the ignorant neither know that con-
‘Plion can be avoided nor how, and to
res are chastity or

of women.

_So, at long last, in one of Europe’s
Catholic strongholds, what the wrijer
Willi Fifth Freeddm
(freedom from too many children) is beilig

illiam Vogt calls the

And our
Bernen and

discussed in the open
comrades Giovanna

anarch
Emma

pioneers in birth control

Coldman, by their

case has aroused throughout the country,
have been largely responsible for this

A technical charge of depriving the
victi of their civil rights was success-
fully prosecuted against Sherifi John W.
Lynch, aged 38, of Dade County, and
Deputy Sheriff William Hartline, aged
55. Another deputy sheriffi and seven
other accused were acquitted,

Government witnesses declared that the
sheriff raided a party at the home of
Mrs. Mamie Clay and seized the negroes,
only to turn them over to a mob of more
than 50 members of the Ku Klux Klan.

The sheriff and the deputies were ac-
cused of standing idly by while the mob
burned a fiery cross, the traditonal
emblem of Klan terrorism, and then
flogged the wictims.

One victim testified that he appealed
for protection directly to the sheriff, who
turned and walked away.

The only offence the negroes had com-

mitted apparently was that they had
attended what the sheriff called a “wild
par

A negro charged with raping a white
woman can, if found guilty (and assuming
that he has not been lynched in the mean-
time by white mobsters) be hanged.
The maximum sentences for the above
crime was one year's imprisonment and a
fine of £375 which has been deferred
deferred pending appeals.

In Lafayeue (Alabama) two white
policemen, charged with first degree mur-
der by beating a negro of 18 years of
age 1o death, were recently acquitted by
an all-white jury. After deliberating an
hour and twenty minutes, the jury re-
turned a verdict of not guilty. It was
greeted by a burst of applause from the
crowded courtroom. The two officers had
admitted beating the negro prisoner, but
said they did it after he drew a knife
as they tried to get him into a cell.

Perhaps the crime for which this boy
was arrested will give an idea of what a
dangerous and viclent character he w
he was accused of letting the air out of
a tyre on the policemen’s squad car!
LIBERTARIAN.

fed, by and large,
of their party's
o party leaders, and
ell toss a coin 10
ote.  So I would sit,
the library, until I
sence there so puzzled
. poli n on duty
ould go offi o the
nyself in uniil the vote

the French nu\'l‘lis}l‘

ipped his pen in the ric
e 14 l“'lgpg:sl. \-\?as revolted by
f his own country’s im-
hen they  finally con-
n the 1880°s. In a
Figaro he wrolt,

PlERRE LOTL,

colours of the
the brutality o
perialist forces wie
quered Indo-China 1
letter to the mewspaper
in 1883:

“The French, wh

artlett in
‘The Listener, 23/3/50. o have climbed on

shoot on them

the fortress, -

E DOPE ?:’h: “::.l:nr‘:ufiml from above, x]mo}:Enl l}i‘:\

rifie's mouth, and slaughter [Ulﬂ to

Communist Party | masses . . . There was n_nbndﬁc?lﬂlhe

~ yesterday, Mr. | be killed. Then the salin?shc' threw

cretary, said: &g went below. T T
wounded. Those W

themselyes on the W d
rlia- | panted with fear, hidden in
i who pretended 1o be s!cad.
mats; those who lay with t

holes; those
hidden undfi'i'
he death rattic
th putstreched

5/3/50. | in their throats, begging ¥i it 4]
the way | hands for mercy, calling gut gheic T
Han!® with heartrending w;’[l}l:tbam“ml

were killed by lh\:c::lh:::ﬂsh:d e e

the
inet: cars, Off and n_n, the
Fl':?:h :.II:: xﬂc:{l fighting In lndn)*l’."i:;:'::j
For all that. time, they hav c-Pwugcs
rich land, paying incredibly ]n“uf s
: hard \w,ut reaping_ the profits of B
wﬂlﬁ’d ission. French rule has not
mbﬁﬂ ?lnmbld nor have the nnm:]a
been Whﬂuwhg 4 fect. But if anyone nec s[:
: 1 4 pf;: anti-foreign feeling 0!
i eds 1o be ul';:wn \:}I‘iiﬁ
a footheld in
umﬁ?\d all the evidence
in the general

ndo-Chinese masscs.

did Inr:: thing, thch_fr;!ﬂ:"lu}‘:
. i tactica .
yiewpoint :"I,:da.(;hinue 10

n borders, There are some
p in France to-day. T'hey
.d what # ‘comparatively good

f them have
fiaud some 0 mands for

o blame

INDO-CHINA TheNinety YearsStruggle

everything on the Communists among the
native peoples. But back in 1930, France
was having to fight a bitter war in order 1o
keep nationalism down, and Communism
t was playing a minor part. In one
three-day period, 2,500 rebels were put
under arrest; whole villages were wiped
out from the air; there were ugly execu-
tions by the lopping off of heads.

*

URING World War II, the natives
organised & resistance movement
which troubled the Japanese. The core
of it was the Annamese League for
Independence, or Viet Minh. Its leader,
Dr. Ho Chi-Minh, a little man who looks
like an ascetic philosopher, began Lo
worry the French. He had been a Com-
munist, but now declared himself _snup]_v
a nationalist. His movement, naming the
whole country Viet Nam, embraced ideas
often  indistinguishable from those of
Communism, though his following was
largely unsophisticated in the mass, :m\J
its top level composed of assorted radicals
i liberals.
m;&\ilur the War, Charles de Gaulle
came up with a plan for reform, which
offered considerable native freedom. In
1946, He Chi-Minh went to Paris and
signed an agreement, but it fell through
and warfare was resumed. Now, at the
start of a new year, France has ur:mfv:l
a degree of indcpmd:nw.:u o l:jl Ilt.'l.| :“n.:
8 ing in power the pudgy forme
i, Pt Al l}:ﬂljuuﬁ play-

Emperor, Bao Dai, once @
hnyp more recently a sobered, courageous

Jeader—though still called an ':m_puslrr by
the sulky Ho Chi-Minh, who is waging
guerrilla warfure from the hills.

Things have been complicated because
Indo-China is scarcely one country, and
certinly not one people. It vqmpnsed
the protectorates of Annam, Tonkin, Laos
and Cambodia, with the ruling power in
the hands of a Governor-General, and
the colony of Cochin China, d_u:c_:!y
adm'nistered  from the French Foreign

Office. Many Cochin Chinese didn’t
want to join the Annamese. They felt
comparatively privileged in having a rep-
resentative in the French Chamber of
Deputies, though only French inhabitants
could vote—a tiny fraction out of
3,800,000 people. Most of Indo-China's
23,000,000 have hitherto had not even
so much as a fake voice in their own
affairs. In this populous land, some
40,000 Frenchmen have resided here and
there, but a fourth of these have been
soldiers.

*

UNUER the agreement setting up Bao
Dai’s Viet Nam state, the local
courts, finances, police, will be run
by the regime itself. France, however,
will control foreign relations. It is
hoped that this comparative frecdom will
gradually cause Ho Chi-Minh \cs_luw
prestige until the civil war wears itself
out. There's a chance that it may work
that way—if economic conditions are im
proved among the people. ;

Informed observers are united in the
belief, however, that putside financial
aid will be required. If it is given, say
from the United States, care will have w0
be taken lest more money be poured dawn
the same kind of drain that proved so
futile in the case of Chiang Kai-shek.
The test of France's new attitude will be
less in faithfulness to the new political
structure, than in its regulation of the
French concerns operating in Viet Nam
or running businesses by absentee owner-
ship. In the past, these have made
fabulous gains, while the natives, both
the few industrial workers and the many
lahourers, have lived in_ Iwrelvhnd
Into their dim, straining con-
sciousnesses the idea has dawned that this
need not forever be, You may worry
about the political Ic:\delrshm thev may
[urn to, but in their basic demands, can

farm
poverty.

growing birth control “consciousness” in
Italy, the success of which would deal a
severe blow to the Catholics’ strangle-
hold on the ltalian women in particular,
and on the social progress of the Italian
people in general.

Freedom sends greetings and congratu-
lations to our two comrades

THREE OLD
COMRADES

ANY of our readers, especially those
of the older generarion, will learn
of the deaths of three men

y been active in the anarchist
movement  since the beginning  this
l'x‘!!“lr:\' : ;
*
F. W. FLEMING, of Melbourne,
Australia, has died ar the age of 86,

A frequent comtributor 10 this paper in
its early days, for r fifty years, he
drew crowds to his meetings ar the Yarra
Bank, “Melbourne's most famous Sunday
mstitntion", ‘hummy"  Fleming was
one !'Jf the earliest revolutionary -}sr-.-r:.r-
gandists in Ausiralia and organised the
first May Day procession there.
already a veteran n, durin
World War, he addressed cre
to 100,000 ar rhe anti-conscri
at the Yarra Bank. Year in, year out
and despite frequent visits to jail, he k-'p;
up his uncompromising agitarion apainst
H!.: Stare and against the .Jf-:cm".;.fifm
of the Catholic Church.

]

*
CASSIUS V. COOK, of Los Angeles
died on March 1st, ar the age of ;

He was secrewary of the Rocker Publia.
tions Committee, set up to publish the
works of Rudolf Rocker in America, and
for vears was associated with the anar-
chise and rationalist movements, wirh
American support for the Spanish anar-
chists, and with rhe propaganda work of
Emma Goldman, who described him
“a rower of stremgth”,

*

HIPPOLYTE HAVEL died in New
Jersey on March 10th at the age of 1.
He was the founder and editor of the
anarchist paper “The Social War”, pube
___Fr l in C during the First World
War, and of “The Road to Freedom®
published in New York in the inter-war
period. i

as

;s

We send our sympathy 1o rhe relatives
and friends of these old comrades.
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