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The Truce in the Coalfields.

The coal dispute has ended for the time being by the return of
the miners on the owners' torms—district settlements and louger
hours. Starvation bas beaten the workers again, as it in nlways
bound to do in a test of endurance. But British industrics have
‘received some hard knocks in the struggle, For instance, in April
hsti'hare wera 147 blast furnaces in operation, producing monthly
539,000 tons of pig iron and 661,000 tons of steel, but in September
only five furnaces were working, with a consequent fall in production
012,000 tons of pig iron and 96,000 tons of steel, The mineowners,
‘however, are determined to get back their losses at the expense of

the rest of th community, and are making fabulous profits owing to
‘the scarcity of coal everywhere, In gpite of the prosent ahnormal
‘demand, about 100,000 miners are still unemployed, and it is said

that when normal conditions ave reached again 800,000 miners will
be out of work., What is to happen to these men? The Colonies
‘will not take them bhesause they ave not agricultural labourers and
no capital, and other industries here cannot absorb them.
v not expect them to lie down and die in
troub “gome altevnative oceupation is
 hope | soon begin to make their voices
were a - & people we would pull down a few
and let the tnemployed produce some of tha food we import
 the far ends of the earth. Lasb year we paid £50,000,000 for
i and hawms, £58,000,000 for butter, £15.700,000 for

: We also paid many millions for

for fru getables.

he task we could produce in
Tt would certainly be a more
coal from the bowels of the earth

rince e, it will be interesting
they carry out the teachings of their
in which even the greediest of

Speakin

of munitions, In China the Powers hava financed tho rival war-lorda
against the Cantonese Government, but nre now randy Lo recogniso
the * Reds,”" ns the press ealls them.
by saying that the anti-foreign feeling in Chinn was due to tho work
of Christinn missionnries, On the other side of the Atlantic wo find

Liord Incheape raisod o storm

the United States threatening Mexico with an ultimatum.  And so
it goes on wherever we find n Christion Government. A Merry

Christmas, indeed; my masters,

How Stalin Defeated Trotsky.

The quarrel in Russin between Trotsky and Stalin need not
surprise anyone. The growing power of the peasantry was hound to
be reflected in the poliey of the Government, and Stalin and his
supporters know that sooner or luter, like Lonin, they must mike
concessions to the peasantry, and nre shaping their plans necord-
ingly. Trotsky and Zinoviey suy truly that the Dictatorship of the
Proletariat is based on the factory workers, and they are dismayed
by the inereasing influence of tha peasants. "They want to tax them
by raising the prices of manufactured avticles, using the proceeds to
gpead up industriglisation, They still think a ravolution in the West
probable, and want to favour the workers as much us possible. The
majority of the Communist Party, led by Stalin, have denounced the
proposal to inorense prices. The peasants, they say, must be
encouraged, not subjugated. The quarrel between the two sections
was very fierce, Trotsky appealing direct to the workers in the
factories, The Government would have been shaken severely if the
workers had gone against them, so at the critienl moment they
announced an increase of sages for those cmployed in the following
industries: coal-mining, ore-mining, metallurgical, chemical, textile,
manufacture of china, glass, and matehies. This adroit move turned
the scale in favour of the Government, and Trotsky was defeated.
But in raising the wages of these workers Stalin repudiated his
own poliey of not taxing the peasants, for increased wages mean
increased prices of the goods the peasunts buy. However, Trotsky
was beaten, which was the only thing that mafttered. As the
Presiduum of the Uentral Council of the Trade Unions had just
previously decided to leyy 1 per cent. of the workers' wages during
the whole period of the miners' lock-out here, the increase of wages
killed two birds with one stone—paid for the levy and knocked ouf
the Opposition.

Socialism and Liberty.
Sir Henry Slesser, M.P., Solicitor-General in the Labour Govern-
ment, is much concerned about the question of individual liberty,
ing on December 12 at Whitefield's Mission, in London, he
‘A most disquieting development of modern times is the
sy to belittle the importance of freedom and liberty. . . . .
rsonality was o sacred thing which had rights that should not be
invaded by the militarist or the reformer. . . . Whatever the political,
sacial, or economic aims and achievements of the age might be, if
individual liberty were lost in the process then nothing was gained.”
gts have been saying for many years, but it
e from an ex-Minister in the Labour Govern-
of the Labour Party are based on the
is everything, the individual nothing. There
heart on this question, which has inspired
Socialism and the Standardised Life," by
as commonly conceived,” he says,
of the Many . . . . but it does not follow
or should ignore the Few. By the Few
‘of exceptional men and women to be found
ly the Few will have individual liberty,
wdised.  But who will decide who are
- Henry Slesser's Anarchist views should
in Labour and Socialist circles.
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ol | onstars and By & widesprond Socinlist movemant, to haliova in
An Enquiry on Anarchism. L .
vathority + Lo beliava in v Btate run by mon out of thetr own ik
CThe " Teanoelases™ Gronp, of & ) s (] J YT to put thelr Erakt i ollioinl saviours, o havo no faith in thelr own
snlernational enquiry on An i v the voplies to solitol are appearing capnaity e individonls, nod to colv altyuistionlly on the wtrength nod
0 tha tieeekiy -\'rr,"u.-'n ment of 4 L Protesty'" af Fhonos I. I'he wisdom and bensvolengo of pumbora. That I8 the most dangorous
s - af tenohings, for 1 lll:l_\' on two gront wionknessos Lo which all of ns

Jollowang is Wm. C. thven’s cobribulion,) :
. are prone. In out moral cownrdics wo ahirk IJ.-n.mml ||--'\'|m|1-ni|l1lll._\,

and aro only too alivd to shoulder it on to othors,  In our lnziness
wao loava it to othiers to think nnd act on our hehalf,

Weo have to get the musses oub of this timidity and this torpidity,
and wo can do it only by nwakening them to n senge ol their own
importance and individusl eapaoity, and to a pecognition of their
rights ns mon. Armed thus, we join battle with H]w(-hd Privilege all
along the line,  We attack alike the exploitation of the worker, the
subjugation of the individual by the State, military and commersinl

collpctively, the management of their own lives. 'That i to say, it Iperialism, with its enslavement and annihilation of weaker nations,
ean come only when, conseionsly or unconsciously, they bhave hesome and all tho inexprossible brotulities of n deondent civilisation which,
saturated with what is the quintessence of Anarehist thought.  Only with lofty moral maxims ever on its lips, recoguises in praotice only

those so saturated will be able to initiate and bring to fruition the the law of the jungle, nnd reduces to o goluntific system the despoiling
of nll it succeeds in forsing bencath its yoke. The present condition

of affairs, in which a large portion of humanity is vegarded by those
finitely, bub it

1. Anarohism's actual problems, and the measures fo be baken
Sfor provoking an intlernationial Aunarchist effort in appostiion o the
authoritarian reactian.

To this question 1 nnswor as follows, In my opinion, a real
and powerful revolt against the presont authoritarinn renstion ean
come only when the more active and daring minds, despairing of
rolief through any of the existing forms of government, beoome seized
with o passion for taking into their own hands, individually and

great movement that will evertually emancipate the masses, nnd
it is to the development cf real Anarchists in every cirele, and *
whereve bold and nctive intellects are to be found, that all onorgies 10 posver as n superfluous nuisanco, cannot lust inde
should ho bent. Those who do not know where they stand, and will continue until it is shaken to pieces- doeterminedly and, sbove
whao have not the moral conrags ngeded to tuke n definite all, intelligently. We should nim at the bull’s-eye. Waors nre woged
are always o source of wonkness, 0s avents since the outbronk for the aunexation of territory, and the entire fabric of tho Money
Revolution have olearly proved. For years our move- Power rasts on monopoly of those naturnl resources which should be
rent asunder because thousands of our go-onlleq  for the frea and pqual use of all munkind.
n’ﬁaﬁnmlthu by some mystical hocus-pocus the emanci- Mass production, rendered possible by a subdivision of labour
‘workers could be necomplished only by the establish- which reduces the worker to the position of a mere putomaton, 18
rehip that would trample disduinfully on “the more the most marked feature of modern industrinl life, As a consequence,
corpse of Liberty.” For the moment I forget this nge has gone crazy it itd adulation of the big. The Labour
oted was coined by TLenin or hy Mussolini, hub movement is also stricken with that insanity, and believes it enn
sidered that the masses must be accomplish anything and everything by mere force of numbers, All
and each receiyed his training in the propagandn experience gives the lie to that delusion. Tn sctusl life
: y we find that quality is far more importank than quantity, and thab
ually attacked and persecuted by one determined leader or teacher is worth a housand sheeplike
| q;‘ged' to climb info the seats of followers, We suffer greatly from lack of fupds, but I am very
sed indi positive that we suffer even iore from lack of talent; and lack of
186 talent means lack of bard, !hbnéah,._;upam_ienﬁoﬁ%f"""tk';- The Labour
press is poorly supported becouse, with a few honourable exceptions,
it is poorly edited. A Tabour or revolutionary paper, being usually
the ‘- official organ " of some gpecial *ism,” clique, or parly, nlmost
inyariably booms its owners' cause ab the expense of truth, claiming
‘victories where there have been 1o victories at all, and minimisiog
to the ubmost of its power crushing defeats. This is generally done
under the delusion thab it is necessary to keep up the courage of the
v rank and file, but such a policy is the most dangerous of boomerangs.
" Sooner or later the truth comes out, readers become more discouraged
than ever, cease to believe in the paper, and cease to support if. A
raliable press that commands the confidence of its readers by reporting
acourately, that gives evidence of thoughtful study, that analyses
ourrent events intelligently, and displays throughout & clear and
11 les—this 1 consider the first essential to the

permanent, strength unless, first, it
appeal to truths so obvious that the
and, secondly, gets the masses inter-
ent, we have an ideally simple pro-
Anarchist teaching boils itsell down
to exploitation, and to

s exploitation possible, by
for. .t covers the whole field and
le attack. We ereby the great god of
, as Bakunin always insisted, Special Privilege
ab the cenﬁrg!,ﬁ_;__gui}_i_qn.oceugied

able object is the capture
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age is siok to denth with shallow, pseudo.pious, und ot g
leas talk of conatruction Flow tu it |n-ta.‘i-.-- Lo Emnerge into a hoslths

sooinl Hle without first destroying the Impedimoants that blook the

way? How, for axampls, ean twen becttie free cconomionlly v long
[t} I,lse earth, on the paturil resources of which all lifa is dependmnt,
remains the private enclosure of the fow?

We aro essontinlly destroctionists, frst and foremont, bo |
moﬁim& is to overthrow Hpmlu] l'riw]l"w' and give all an '!JIH”
chapca: but I am not so innocent ns to believe that wo shall bring
the masses Lo our way of thinking by merely making that bald stato-
ment.  We have to meet them in their separate fields of action anod
oxpliin to men engaged in widely different occupstions how the

sial pr enjoyed by the parasitic fow reduce sll ontaide their
cirels to poverty, and keep them in it. I do not belibye In Anarchista
flocking in & corner by themaslves, They should seatter, and the
ideal propagandist is the one who can hold his awn in discussion
with men of every elass. We should attend all sorts of moelings,
and be nble to ask questions intelligently and dominate the debate,

f an whom beating sbout the bush mukes no hnpres-
sion, will always respond to broad, humanitarian truths, bot they
also want to be shown how thess can be put into prastics. I think
we Ansrchists have 1o explain how wo propose to wecure to each and

Y enjoyment of natural opportanitics, and 1

od advoeated Herbert Spencer, under
Joint landlords and joint lessees of the joint
Earth—paying into the common fund whatever
ng an exeoptionally valuable picce of land

: mthod an enlightened body
P gion of a virgin continent
; voouted nud expluined with great
sury corollary to the law of equal freedom,
‘minds England has pro-

e it Bpencer hated the State,
?? ahility throughout his long
o clearly that it is the child of
¢ bar entality of coereion
that we
or it the voluntary
‘- Anarchists who

L B

. experiment, the

DOM )
vo Auth \ | v
1 T | riddd i vl I
| ‘Al i [RIr I
if 1 h by

Tt will rif f bt they pa
want, and they will not have any ol passion for Froodor Li
some to understand that she, aond she alone, can jnve Lhinr what
they want. Whaon once convinved of Lhsd, thay will Lhyrough lire
wod watler to got it; but if thay remuin uneonvinesd, thoy W Il ean:

tinue immolating thamaalves on the altars of thelr anciant gods What

wir have 10 do is to wen that thy seed we ound, and Yo soaliet

it with lnvish hnud As to when and where it will take root we
should not worry.
2, Anarcky as a prinoipls of socusd organaation—is it or in 1t

not, revolulionary !
In my opinion, Anarchinm is essentinlly jsonociastic and thero-
fore revolutionnry. Its one aim should be to bring about the death
of brbaris mentality and barbare institutions, in order that a
civilisation worthy of the naime iy come Lo birth,
2. Betng a human sdea,

i, or i uot, Anarchy J,r...’r-‘.un.u; :

Anarchism seeks to do sway with proletarinnlsm ; thal s to say,
with the condition of being disinherited. Fventually, as [ have little
doubt, men of all classes will work for the necomplishment of that
object, for even to-duy you will find men in every walk of lifa who
are convineed that our present syatemn is doomed,
bhat the intellectunl proletarint will lead the struggle, us they have
lud it in the past. They suffor quite as acutely, and they think mors
boldly then does the ordinary industrisl proletarian, who is ususily
still in the bonds of leadership.

4. How can children be best dirécled into courses thut will
anable them to work oul as early as possble their own emaneipation !

Bring up the child in an stmosphere of freedom, and the hinhis
will beeome to it & second nature, Nothing is stronger than habit.
Under present conditions this advice is difiealt to follow, but we can
all do our utmost to follow it as closely as possible,

5. Along what paths should Art in America and Europe diveot
itgolf, that it may the better satwrats the almosphers with Anarchiym ¢

It is not Art that has to create the environment for Auarchisin,
but Anurchism that has to create the covironment for Art.  Artis s
mirror that reflects the Spirit of the Age.

6. What valie shotld be attashed to the individualistic lsndencics
existent in the workers” movement !

1 wish the ordinary worker had & thousand times more individu
ality than he displays at present, for at present he believes, as a
rule, that he can move only ns his organisation or parly moyes,
follows his bell-wether of  leader ns hlindly as does any

My own goess is

8

7. What iz the value of tradityn, and to what extent should it
be followed ?

The test is slways whether, as asesriained by rosearch and
tradition is true to reality or fulse. Many old
- the race in its age-long experience, are true, and
arded, On the other hand, the mental atmosphere
all sorts of new ideas which are merely
by the idle as novelties, or perhaps even
y manufactured by persons who hope to acquire o
n for originality or to make money out of thew. Most
¢ it does uot follow that because a thing is new it must
{s "

..I ; '-... s
o becomefossil

i that
derstood cl

wndermine more deeply and dissipate old belicfs
in poprdar thought, showld comrades

origfin and fundamental buses ?
ble can be read safely, and even
y as buing merely a fragment
ewish literature. As the
gent people, were, like the rest
cy inevitably created the sort
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China Breaks Away.

China, almost the whole of Ching, i now i open rovoll
This means that onde more, uud this e on o vastly grander
seple, the entire philosophy and pructive of lmperialism is
under violent attucl. IFor this reason the present uphosval is
of profound interest to ull the world, but more porticulurly to
subjects of the British Kmpire, the most extensive wnd powerlul
in history. It goes also without suying that to Anarchists this
grout development is of exceptionul Duportance, for we are
everywhere the irrcconcilable enemies of everything for which

; the estublishment of self-ownership.
an the convietion that men should be
and all our propagande is directed
fellow-men that only life that owns

To the vonscious Imperiolist all that
his view it is the business of the allegedly

of tho inferior many to submit, In
hy he las a thousand arguments; buf
his eloguence, tnd sconer or later all

oo shrugsl glo s for

he strangling yoke of the
o vitality of the hummn
e. Tor this reason they
_ che, which, once seb in
before the War the present
Discontent, though
owing consbantly more
ing restlessness below
; et
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A nation il have alway digplnyed n paculine
rovorenss  [or lenrmin md when Wostern civilishtion foraod
them 1 andon the eetirement in which they  hid wrappod
Phemselves Tor conturies, they sent oul to S urop nnid  the
1Inited Btates conbinuous sWiarins ol eduontional mvestignlors,
pharged with the duty of masbering, ond bringing boack with
them for use ot homne winh [ LA and methodn us dglit
geem worthy of adoption.  These student-pssionories ahuorhed
greadily whatever our great democratic wrilers hud to teach

them, and notoriously they b pliyod o fonding pard in the
presont uphooval,

The Chinese nre by nuture unusually socinble and vivaciouk
und those who know them well RAY thut, Lenenth o sk of soll
vontrol, they are the most amotionnl of peoples, It s |-I'-||1:I|=|\.
fuir to sny thut throughout the Husso Jupunoesa Wir thiy showed
themselves ns contemptuous of death s were the Jupaneso;
und, although until recont years their ides of fighting was to
sepre the enemy by weuring bideous masks and burning il
smglling smudges, they are today armed with all the mosh
doadly weapons of destruction, ss mny be verified by anyone
who studies our own illustrated popors,  Let it be added that,
although in the course of hor long history, Ching has been con
quersd more than once, she hos invarinbly ahsorbed her invaders,
who have begome Chinese despite themselves,  Probahly thers
is na better test of o nation's innate strength. .

Mhere are some four hundred million of these people. They
wiore ensy vielims when we originally foreed their gates by the
gword, nnd we had then no difficulty in occupying their com-
monding ports, colleeting their customs, and treating the vast
concessions we wring from them as if they were British soil.
Inovitably other Turopean nutions followed suit, for Chinn was
o virgin market of inealeulnble volue; but now the worm has
furned, What is the British Govermment, the one most desply
inforested, going to do about it? The question is n poser, and
nb present Irperinlists are softly assuring all the world that
they believe only in the settlement of disputes by mutual ogree-
ments. Bub they are also sending troops and warships, and
louder and louder grows {he cry that not only Brifish lives bub
British vested interests must be protected.

TIn China there is no longer any central Government—a fact
of which our ruling elasy complaing most bitterly—but there is
every reason for supposing that the nation itself is almost o
unit in the determination to recover ownership of itself, and is
bent on turning out the foreigner, whom it has known hitherto
only a8 oo exploiter, 1f that be true, China's present exploilers
will kick vainly against the pricks; but the danger is that they
will force us British workers, as recognised food for powder, to
do the kicking. Should that be the outcome, we shall have to
bear the brunt, and we need expect no sympathy from other
nations. The might of our Empire naturally makes it hated,
for the world is well aware that, by one means and another, it
has managed to bring nearly a quarter of the globe under its
ownership, direct or indirect. The other nations may not be
very wise, buf they know enough to realise that the conqueror

variably profits by his conquests, and that as he waxes strong
'wealthy those he has conquered grow poor and weak. Is
all causes for hatred? What more impera-

ot that the bes Lo WL g
tive and sacred duty, indeed, can Life impose on any individual,
r dividuals, than to achieve independence, win back
freedom?
hilosophy, and we Anarchists should
n of all nationalities are moving fast
in theory and accomplishment in fact.
pondent because, for the moment, our own
- seem to be disorganised. If we seem
des, that is only beeause the
bl ander scale. Ih is our
ssion for freedom that
Our sun is dawning,
h many a storm-cloud;
tal indolence and moral
¢s of slavish thought,

\r p_ﬂ-




Trindle :
made history in the revoluti
London took on the aspect of the:
Michel, Malatesta, Tcherkesoff, an

A steamship rate war
with a fine spirit

the office of the ard Line :
—and sailed on the s Umbris '* for
with me two letters of introduction from €

one of which was to John Turner and the oth;
rade in the East End whom I never saw.

Th;ou&h} Turner, with whom by the wa;
unbroken friendship for these thirty-one yea
bers of the Freedom Group. If seems to n I
twenty men and women met at the home of Alf. Marsh, on
Camden Street, to discuss plans for the International Socialist
and Workers' Congress fo be held the following year in London
At this gathering were Tcherkesoff, Turner, Marsh, Nettlau,
Bernard Kampimeyer, Tehaikovsky, . number of othe
To me it was both a novel and an in:
profound impression on me. : _

Turner told me of the suspension of Freenoy because of the

em.

illness and final withdrawal of Mrs. Charlotte Wilson from the
post of editor, and how it was to be revived within a few months

with Alf. Marsh as editor, and himself as publisher. My stay
in England lasted only three months, but that was sufficient for

me to meet the Kropotkins, Malatesta—perhaps the latter was

then a prisoner in Ttaly and we meb later, I forget—Frank Kitz,

Sam Mainwaring, Wess, and others now dead or vetired. To

epeak in Hyde Park and other places a few times, and to return
to the U.8. with a desire und o feeling I would refurn to London.

After the visit of Turner to this country we corresponded,
and finally he wrote on behalf of the Freedom
to come over and take charge of Frempom printing
I accepted the offer and started out from Chicago, tramping or
hoboing the way; but fate directed my footsteps in other direc-
tions, and 1 failed to rench London until the winter of 1808,
temmnining six years and eight months, or until August, 1904,
my connection with Freevos was active and inspiring. It is
hard to speak without emotion of the friends dead and gone with
whom 1 spent so many froitful ag well as pleasant hours; of
those afternoons when 1 came and doffed my uniform—i.a., frock
coat and top hat, worn as a salesran for American printing
muchinery—to make ready the forme for the coming issue of
Frervom and feed the press, as Mursh, 'I'f.'.hm'kr:ml'ﬁ Turner,
Nettlau, or at times o libourer hired from the street, would furn
the handle and grind out the sheets, and the mysterious Migs
A. A, Davies, with gloved hands, lifted them from the press.

What hae it accomplished as o result of these forty yeurs
of idealism and effort? Does anyone know?  Surely not I,
unless it be the wpiritual uplift T Teel every time the numes of
the men and women who worked for it come to my mind.
Looking back over these thirty-one yenrs, at the lives of the
men und women who worked for the paper—and I have not
mentioned the names of Keell and Owen and others who have
kept the light burning these many years—compure the condition
of the working-class movement in the ecarly nineties and ot the
present time, and the spirit of freedom abroad in the world then
und now. Did I not walk on shore in those days with hardly
ns much as by vour leave, and last Decembor and in March, 1029,
was 1 not made to {el my stuy wos limited and under certain
definite conditions? It ig true Fngland to-day is not worse than
other counfrios in this respect s but in 1895-08 it was for betler in
the sense of perconul froedom, and now there is little to choose
between it and other Continentn! countrics, Personal Liberty is
nt n lower ebb to.doy in most countrios thun it wns thirty or
oven fifteen years ago.

My nwn convenplion of Anarchism is the pnme, and yet very
rl'-l[l-lt-l-ll from those [ar-off dave in the fllll]l"it'h' and while in no
way mgroeing to the theories of Proudhon or Thoker ns far na

ceonomics nre concerned, 1L s uore Individunlistic,  Individual.
intie i the sense thot Anarehiueg mny he far-fetehed os for ow
wociely in concerned, but it ia o real und wvitsl thing for the
individunl who feels it and tries to prootise it Activity is life
pnd innetivity donth y one el o on to the bitter end.
Frkvnost has fought o geod Bght and loft ite mnrk on avery man
Or waorninn whio waorled for i v thot's thot, snd well warlh
Lhe o fTort 1t b i the hope and ispierntion of many minds
wid us such bus hod on influence lar b yond whot most peaple

fifteen or

ar in London.

) and a number of others.
an imspiring tea-party and made a

Group asking me
B n%tﬁce,.

with the old C.G.T., a new

Unitaire (C.GUTUL) whose n
movement and the reconstrue
Buf from the yery fi
the Corumunists, and a f
on Junuary 11, 1924, a Comm
calists nt o meeting held by t i
Hall of Pavig, that split beenine a fait aeccom
then the C.GIT.U., from which the Rev :
Anarchists, and Liberfarians of one
beeame simiply o Communist body, :
of the French Communist Party, who,
the obedient tools of Moscow politic
It i preposterous to suy, ns My Il does
Lion for the Syndicalists and Anarvchists of the Com
wiis the latber’s anti-Parliomenturism, Has M
thit that Party hos about 30 of its membors
Chamber of Deputies?  Where, then, does it an
mentarism come in? . P
As to the diffioulties hetween the CLGLT.U. and t?!u m e
munist Parcty, they must haye Sprung up in the ﬂﬂp}nﬁﬂﬂ: i
of the Nation's corvespondent. There is so little of these diffi-
culties, that the last Convention of the Communist Parl;r__tif
France decided to incorporate in its Clentral Committes the
members of the Bxecutive of the C.G.TU. —thus decidi‘qg‘hl'
good that tho luttor body is to be no more than o faithful
erecnlor of the [’llt’l}"H orders, =
At this moment, Conimunist Parby and C.GM T, pre but
me and the same body, the former representing the head ‘and
the intter the tail of the future ** Dictidorship of the Proletarint,”
i e sauve Moseovite. I is very much o permanent sllisnos
bl Moscow will withdraw ite subsidies, when hoth these bodies
will find an inglorious denth amid the jeers of disgusted French
werkirs,
I'he rovolutionary Syndicalists, Annrchists, and Libertarians
of one kind or another have long, long ags nde up their minds
nhout the value of " Camymunist ™' |!I‘ﬂ]1|lgil.llllu. !Hli,‘}' e
now eurnestly teving to build up their own movement, ngainst
the governmentalist. C.GU. of Jouhnux; ax swell as' sgainst
the dietatorial C.OSUL of Monmowssenu, A new C.GUF may
“pring up in the noar fubire, independent of any polition] purties,
anxious 1o bring bock the French Labour movemoent to the days
of ity rovolutionnry notivities beforo the war.
But Me. Dol is guite unnwars of all this. And the ronders of
thee Nalion will Uil Iy inpression thot the Commi-

ninta are anti-Pasliunentiriin the CGLTLE, is having
Hfealt with the Cormuonist Poarty

inder the

A, Bomarmo.



selves always despol

those who are struggling for an era
and vexatious towards those whose
socigl relations and more decency in
public funds. The conception of the
statesmen have is: ** The Social Q

That is to say, when the w sks
pay, more decent shelter, inst
quate and rational, they give him
the whip, or a horrible death
And so lively and infense is this
ideals that they never lose an opportunity to get rid:
to strangle him, to suffocate him. Without rh)
they persecute him, torture him, deport him, and
But let us give details, s x iy o
When the military revolution of July 5, 1825, broke oi
the Rio de Janeiro police imprisoned, among others, the fo
ing comrades: Domingos Passos, Pedro G iro, Do)
Braz, Antonio da Costa, Jose Alves de Naseim

for many months, exposed to the most repulsive scurrilities, and
sent later on to the inhespitable Oyapock, where they all died
amid the greatest desolation, far from their families and those
they loved the most, deyoured by malignant fevers nnd deadly
vermin. i
Martins, Pedro A. Motta, Jose IFernandes Varella, Nicolau
Paradas, and Thomas Borehe, of the State of Santa Catharina.
Sent to Oyapock, they died in want of everything, abandoned
by all, without any one who loved them to caress them in

their lust moments, or & soft voice to cheer them in their doleful

hour of need. Furthermore, Comrades Rodolpho Marques da

Costa, Antonio Vas, Vicente ILlores, and Jose Manzini, were

ab the same time deported to their native countries for the sole
crime of having interested themselyves in the associative move-
ment—in the movement for the recovery by the proletariat of
its rights—u thing the tyrants who govern this country, shich
is worthy of a better fate, do not tolerate. =

The life of the worthy toiler, of the revolutionary toiler,
of the worker who is proud of himself, of him who rends any-
thing more than the primer of the priest, the employer, and
the Government, is being turmed into a Calvary in this land of
Cruzeiro do Sul.  For years and years this country has been in
o state of siege, in which there is no Iihurhy of press, while
proletarian associntions weither do nof exist, or vegetate in tho
impossibility of being able to denl with the affairs that inferest
their members.  P'resy censorship, postal censorship, impedi-
ments of all kinds, are placed in the way of a free life, of free-
dom of initiative, of the unbesoming of ideas and their realisn-
tion. Quite recently, in consequence of an open lebter in
El Correo, that wus handed over to the police, in which a
worker asked that certain Labour papers should be sent to
comrades in o neighbouring country, three comrades, Josd
Lozano Mateu, Fernando Gangs, and Brnesto Lopes, wero
arrested ond, after months of imprisonment, deported to Spain
and Portugal.

Au you see, comrades, by this brief exposition, we live in
country wherein there is not oven the most rudimentary free-
dom of speech, press, or assembly, It is fmpossible to live thus.
Bither wo ore silent, and disgrace oumselves, or we rebel, and
have in progpect death, prison, and deportation.

It 18 urgent that you should come to our uid,

We hove
the boldness to appeal to

International Solidurity, thut the
organisation wnd the presy of ull the world may como to our
ansiktance ond denounco ab the bor of world-opinion the idonlist’s
desperate condition in this country which lus been go richly
dowored hl\' .\':llnrw_ nnd s served so --:I.l”_\ ln_\' the I|I"i1|lr|4
who have roised themsolves to tho ||n.\-'iTiuI1 of hogses, i‘lll}l!ill\'l’l':i,
policetnen bnd governors, that thev may oxtinguish all wspirn
tion for lib rhy, pnd oll those desires for socinl bottermont il
human equality now throbbing in our bronsty
Lok the pront bhut the
Vanzebll have swakened, s .l.l':}'llr-t
North Ameroan plutoeeney . bo
tvrnnmdenl, of South Amerion
miny lopen that prolebicriag
. thot thoy
ioll  ngninst  Ghoty
cotnotting, tholr oubrpge

thair o

mayeinont heroio figures of Sacco
the judges in thoe
ropented an fgndnst

Brawil's governors

IIIIIJ
Kervioe ol
Ehose, o' lous
thut they
phirane

rousing

mobiddnrity e nol an emphy

understand that o higher poOwer |
tho orimes
e indevidun! andd wlnl liborts nd

i 0 uwlewlisti nd con U Lot tho

1ny

mmunity  for they are

cimento, and Manoel
Ferreira Gomes. Theso honest working men had i:_d:oﬂe nothmg
that justified such an aftack, yet they were kept in detention

3 any Yy
The same fate overtook Comrades S. Paulo, Nino:

living on the edge
took  greater prec
Consider, for @

windows of which looked
Mussolini would pass, was
For forty-eight hours prior
apatrtments were allow
bers of their own :
Specinl cordons of £
exits, and patrolled the street

'Chese aro sure signs of instal ﬁﬁ
goad' that is pricking the Dictator and his |
cruclties; and they have every reason to be g
haye ereated thousunds of enemies in s nati
prove to uels of vengeance, and they are
more and more isolated, The Vatican, wi
long views aml bides ifs lime, is :
His agents have made o bitter enemy of -
within her borders anti-Fageist and anti-Spanish pl
purpose of inducing the Freneh authoritics to hand X
cisb ** justice ' political refugees.  All this has been discloses
the confessions of Ricciotti Garibaldi, the degenerate gra dson of
Ttaly's groay hevo, and o fellow whose infamous mcordg:r‘iani and
other Ansrohist editors have thoroughly exposed. Moreover, the
sober opinion of all the world inevitably tums against o
which persecutes such men as Benedetto Croes, and :
such " emergency decrees ** us those recently approved by
Italy s Nll:tmc.-h.‘b'ti{v subservient Senate.  The death penalty,
whiclt former sovereigns, though themselves the vietims of
repented nssaulls, olwoys refused to sanction, is imposed for
any net that may be construed as ** treason,” and anyone
ruporfed ns hiving sent abroad such news of internal conditions
ns may tend to *"impaie the credit or prestige of the State
abroad ' is to be handed over to a military tribunal, In oxpluin.
ing this Defence of the State Bill, Mussolini nctually said,
on November 20h:—" T ought to add that the special tribunnl
will be composed of persons seleoted by myself, and absolutely
unexceptiondble in every way, This tribunal will nob perform
netg of vengeance, but of severs justice."*

There will be, howover, no more smashing of the muchinery
of opposition papers, and for the simple ‘reison thatl thers ara
no longer any opposition: papers to he smashed. The consorship
15 shsolute; the entire nation is gogeed ; only the voices of the

3

Blnek Shicts, slovishly  applouding the bombastic uttérances
of thoeir megalimunineal Dues, ure to be heard, To this pitiful
conelosion has the ane ut and powerful Romon Empire
vome ol Jusl Veonomivally her orodit must sink @0 zer, for
who would trust o Government that s helping itself to millions

v obtained, in Juna last,

decres: that absolves it from the necessity of rondering
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any account? Politically she has placed herself at
of the reaction to Ihctat{)mhxp, andpmmét that all ¢
of an age that is struggling to make Democracy a
will be instinctively arrayed. Intellectually she can
standing, for what news now comes out of Ttaly is
and even the accounts of attempts on Mussolini’s’ lif
the story as he himself desires it to be told. _
b all this

For Anarchism as a movem

inasmuch as the world at large is heing given
on the evils of Dictatorship, which is far more

any our own propaganda could have conveyed. g
drive home the lesson. It is the only compensation i
to our Ttalian comrades who have been passing, and still are
passing, through the fires of Hell, ' L=

THE PERILS OF NATIONALISATION.
(Zo the Editor of FrEEDOM,)

Desr Eprron,—With interest I read (in FrEEDOM,
Wm. C. Owen's paper, ““The Perils of Nationalisatio X
the end he writes: *“If I thought, as most Anarchists still think,
that Henry George's teaching would lead to Nationalisation and the
complete supremacy of the State, as sole owner of the means of life,
I wonld no more think of associating myself with them than I would
think of chaining myself to a leper.” Surely this is a remarkable
and contradictory position seeing that Mr. Owen supports the Common-
wealth Land Party, which aims at the Nationalisation of the land,
Its policy is: “* Following on the Military Service Act, the Common-
wealth Liand Party demands, that on an Appointed Date the Crown,
as Trustee for the People, shall collect for the People the economic
rent of the Land.” Here we see Mr. Owen associated with Royalty,
authority of the State, and Centralisation. Poor Mr. Owen, the
Individuulist !

I too believe in the social ownership of the land, and not only
the land but all the means of production and distribution of wealth 5
but not through a capitalist State. Mr, Owen claims that the Socialist
philosophy has failed. Where is the evidence? The position of the
world to-day proves the Socialist position to be true and the case for
Individualism unsound and foolish.

Science has produced a highly internationalised society where
production and transport is on a mass seale. If owned by the com-
munity and controlled by all, those forces could be used to produce
wealth for.all with a decreased number of working hours. By those
means true individualism would be developed. We can, if given an
opportunity, use Parliament to peacefully transform society, The

Labour Party and the Independent Labour Parby can no more be
pointed out as Socialists than the Governments of the British posses-
sions.or the « hot-heads " who desire to see usin street battles, His
reference {6 Musgolini enforcing Socialism on n nation is simply a
sad misrepresentation of the Seeialist position.—Yours faithfully,
SioNEy WARR.

Aug.-Sept.)

Rerny,

It seems to me primarily a question of whether you are preparad
to face hard facts or are contented to remain a sentimentalist. So
long as the masses think they cun be saved by high-sounding cutch-
words we shall go on wallowing helplessly, as we are wallowing
to-day. Vague generalities are simply trumpets blaring ut the walls
of Jericho, and those walls stand utterly indifferent to noise.

Mr., Warr has spoken repeatedly on the same platform as
Mr, Peace, aditor of the Commonweal, and myself, and he should
have known long ago exuelly where I stand. He has spoken with
me repeatedly at the Anarchist Discussion Cirols, where I was always
blunt in my criticism of Socialisin, and for a time we imagined he
was with us. Then he came out in favour of the Dictatorship of the
Proletarint, and now I find him declaring that the Labour Party and
LL.P. “ean no more be pointed out as Socinlists than the Govern-
ments of the British possessions or the * hot-heads ' who desire to see
us in street battles."  Frunkly, T don't know where he stands. How-
evor, that is my complaint againat the entive Sosialist movement, 1
see it working townrd one end, the crushing of all individual freedom
beneath the heel of an omnipotent State; but I find it sigangeing
through a thousand compromines with Just those forees which have
mide the proletarint the helpless muss it is, and mean to keep it
helpless,

L nm liviog ot present in u littls sottlonent surroundad by a
sirip: of wood. Al wround ws are heavily-timbered traots
whounding in that dry wood for lnck of which wi shiver, our residunts

thin

Toward o the pres

r il
tion, for that implies
have the individual as cor
list has him now. Land, be
not the product of human labour, s!
be for the free and equal use of all.
demned all nationalisation schemes,
and in the strongest terms, '
Herbert Spencer, surely & most exac
throughout his life the uncom
that we progress from barbari
influence of the State; denounced Soci
because it would make the State omnipote
great clarity that the method of land _ BT
compatible with the law of equal individual
judgment his analysis is correct. I think pl
practicable, and indeed the only prac
question yet advanced ; and if I am certain of ¥ “thing LS |
that the land question must be solyed. i -

For the rest, the Commonyealth Land Party seems to me purel;
& propaganda party, permeated with that spirit of individual liberty
and individual revolt in which I believe, It is voicing bard truths,
and voicing them uncompromisingly. It is making a definite and
necessary attack; and if ever the disinherited masses should have
the good sense to unite on that attack they would bring Capita
founded as it is on the tonopoly of natural resources, thunﬂﬂ:ingtg
the ground, would destroy therewith the coercive State, and would
open the gate to a régime of individual fresdom under which human
slavery would be no longer possible.

Mr. Warr is not & courteous opponent, for he writes of me as
‘* Poor Mr. Owen, the Individualist!” As for my being a worshipper
of royalty; he may tell that to the marines, Personally, T think the
wording of the platform unfortunate; but platforms are never
immaculute, and the basic fact is that the Commonwealth Land
Party is making o straight attack on the mother of all those mono-
polies that hold mankind in chains. It is really a revolutionary
party, and if ever it should achiave the overthrow of land monopol;
there is no earthly renson why the various communities of which the
nution is composed should not themselves administer their own
natural resources without the intervention of anycentralised authority.
That, however, is in the future's lap. Land monopoly, the corner-
stono of the whole capitalistic systom of exploitation, has to be
abolished first ; and he who imagines that this can be accomplished
without  terrifie struggle, and withont the arousing of the masses to
a far greater sonse of human rights than now exists, must indeed be
ignorant of history and blind to facts, Wa €. Owes.

O

]

Russian and Polish Papers Wanted.

Will any render please put me in touch with any source for
obiaining Russinn and Polish papers published by Russiang and
Poles in London about the time of the Paris Commune and after?—
J. Ao, 1917 Club, 4 and 5 Gorrard Street, W.(C, 2,




“ -

Andrew Camegie and the thrae hundraﬂ ‘armed Pmkafton hu;
brought in to terrorise them stirred the American Labour movemen
to its depths. The hypoeritical Carnegie insisted or { -
wages and refused to arbitrate, selactmg HenryC rick
the programme. But the defeat and ignominious surrender ¢ :
Pinkertons was a severe check to his plans, and the exposure f his
brutal methods created a storm of indignation throughout the
country. A young Russian Anarchist, Alexander Berkman, decided
to strike a blow on behalf of thé workers. He took the i
Pittsburgh, and gaining admittance to Frick's office, shot L
wounded Carnegie’s lieutenant. At the. rial he was sentenced to
twenty-one years' imprisonment, and these “ Memoirs” are a record
of the fourteen years he actually served. -
When we read this terrible chronicle of prison life, one thu:lg'
stands out more strikingly than anything else, namely, the amazing
vitality of Berkman's revolutionary spirit and idealism. During the.
whole of those fourteen years, with their daily round of drudgery,
menn tasks, petty persecution, and brutality aalgnec'l specially to

break the spirit of the unfortunate vietims of our socinl system, his
keepers never quite succeeded in stifling the flame of revolt in

Berkman's heart, though he had many fits of utter despair and on
But eventually he triumphed over
all his enemies, and this book, first published in 1912, is a signal

one occasion meditated suicide.

proof of his victory.

Whether the prisoun life here recorded is general in America we
cannot say; but if it is, then the sins of society against the prisoners:

far ontweigh their sins against society. The systematic torture and
brutality of wardens and gaolers, the bad food, solitary confinement,
and constant bludgeonings, would be impossible if it were not for
the apathy and indifference of the public. Prison life is morally
degrading not only to the prisoners but also to their keepers, whose
inhumanity is fostered by the help]aasness of those in their hands.

Alexander Berkman's book is the most damuning indictment of
the prison system we have ever read, and makes us realise how
futile have been the efforts of prison reformers. Punishment is
relie of barbayism, and can never be humane.

“FREEDOM'S " BIRTHDAY FUND.

In onr August-September issue we asked for £100 by the end of
the year to clear off l!'m debt to our printers and to ensure regular
publication monthly in the New Year. As the response was not as
good as we hoped, we haye sinea sent ont w circular pointing out the
dangerous position of Frurpom, We are glad to say that this has
had the effect of bringing in a good sum ; but we are still only half-
wiy to our gonl. We shall print a Iamw.r) 1ssue, and rely on our
readers to make up the full amount necessary to guarantes publica-
tion monthly, We hope every effort will be made to incresse the
circulation of FrErnpon.

The following sums have been r:-cci\'erl tr: liuto (December 19) :
Previously acknowledged, £10 18s. 9d.- Barker 10s,, Elln
Twynam 10s., G, Teltech 85, dd., 0, Waik l“% 1(1 II Compton 2s. Gd.,
J. ]!'m;,u*.r.n 28. 6d., per H. Murquez (Lisbon) 10s,, J. Rosende 5s.,
G100, L. 24., Workers' l'ul-nd Group £1, l’u-‘lu\uky 98, 6.,
R. V. £1, I", I"iilﬁll £1 0s. 3d., 4, Dick £2 0s. 6id., ¢, Blandy 2s. ﬁd.,
G, P, 8s., M. A. Cohn £2 1s. 1d., J. Bpivak €1 0s, Td., E. A, £1,
M. B, Hope 8s., Rochelle 10s., K Walter £5, A. Bishop 10s,, 1. H, 8.
108., B, Black 10s,, A. J. R 38, B, W, Williams 2s., J. Cotson bs.,
L. G, Wolle £2, H, I'. Bing £2, LI, Briner 3s. 11d., A, Kendall 24, 6d.,
J. Bmith 108, D, Dent s, A. Hazeland 106, &, R. Thornewell

£1 1g. Gd,, M. A Mainwaring 19s, 6d., H. G. Bussell 25 Gd,, W, Fraser
Ta. 6d,, I, Richmond £2, Leon Malmed £2 15, M, Peacock bs,, . W
Vonoss 24, Elizaboth £1 08, 7d., O, Pritchard 48., A. Banks 24, 6d.,

I. Montgomery 2s. 6d., T.
L. N. £2.

Lanie 44,

M. Greenfield 108, A, 8, I\ and
Totnl £48 45, 8d.

OASH RECEIVED (uot nllh\"“lt‘“ aoktiowledged).
(Octolive 4 to D .|l 1_
UEprepoM 't Bunhore A

10, Welk, A Bymes;

J. Myers, W. 85 VYan ¥ Alkanbur '} -, . \"5""-”. M. Slutzky,
oA Carry A B0 W, L N Jo U A Kendalls
A, B Thornewell, AL/

Shibahara, U Pritelund,
J, Montgamery
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.&NAROHY By E. Mara wﬁr-r ad.
THE PLACE OF ANARCHISM IN SOCIALISTIC EVOI
Prrer Krororkiy. 2d,

REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT. By P
EVOLUTION AND ILEVOLUTIO
GBIECTIONS 10, ANARCHIS
THE ANARCHIST REVOLUTION, :
ANARCHISM versus SOCIALISM, By W
ENGLAND MONOPOLISED tmDNGLAND EREE? .By £.C.0
ANARCHISM, By Emma Gonbpaan, 3d.
ANARCHISM AND DEMOCRACY. By John Wmm #, -
AN APPEAL TO THE YOUNG. By Pergn KRopoTkiy,
THE CHICAGO MARTYRS., With Portraits, 2d. -
ANARCHISM AND QUTRAGE, 1d. O
FOR LIBERTY : An Aunthology of Revolt. &l

Postage extra—1d, for each 3 pamphlets.

MODERN SCIENCE AND ANARCHISM. By Pxrsz Krororxiy.
Paper Covers, 14 ; postage 2d, i

FIELDS, FACTORIES AND WORESHOPS. By Prrzr  Kroro
L‘Inth a5 poatage i, Sy

E.I‘Ll[('s ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT, By Peter Kwpotkfu.

18w, Bdl. 3 postage Gid.
GOD AND THE B'I.A’IL By Michael Bakunin. (American Eﬂllw_h.'j
3d.

Cloth, 3a. Gd.; paper, s, 6d.; postage, 2d,

MUTUAL A[]). By P. Kropotkine  Paper, 25, net ; posta

ANARC IIISM ig\\l} OTHER LE8SAYS., 8y Emma Geldman,

g A

Wllx\l‘ I‘% PROPERTY ! By P. J. Proudhon. Cloth (1 vol.), 4s 6d.
prper sovern (in two vulu.). a3 postage, 5d,

THE !‘t.n AND ITS OWN, By Max Stiruer. Be, 3

SYNDICALISM AND THE CO.OPERATIVE t‘OMh{ NW].\.&LTH.
By K. Pataud and E. Pouget.  Paper covers, 24 6(.;

A DREAM UI; JOHN BALL By Wiuuiasx Monm Cll& 3;.&!-
potage

REFLECTIONS ON POLITICAL JUSTICE.
Writings of William Godwin.) dd,

A VINDICATION OF NATURAL SOCIETY., By Eomuxp Buike
Bil., ;]unl.nge I,

sou

r Kro

6. 6d,;

(Selections from the

OF MAN UNDER SOCIALISM.

cloth, 2, Gd.: postage 2.
SCIENCE VERSUS DIOGMA,
THE SPEECHES OF THE

By Oscar Wilde, Limp

postage 41,
2e ; postage 2d.
By Elizab th Byrne

By Charles T. Sprading. 64.;
CHICAGO M(\R;‘l' RS,
FREEDOM IN EDUCATION.
Ferm Ia, 3d }\'ﬂlrli

MAN VERSUS THE STATE. By Herbert Speccer.  Paper, 601 post, 2.

WALDEN, By Henry Thorean, 8u; postage, 3.
Ordura, with cash, to be sent to
FREEDOM PRESS, 137 Ossvrsroy Svaexr, Loxpox, NW. 1.
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