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NOTES the community. Why should we regard their Constitution g Some-
R : thing snered? Wheneyver the workers make a serious atteimnpt 1o

The General Strike.

- The General Strike marks n definite turning-point in the indus-
trinl and political history of this country. No one who kept his
eyes and ears open could fail to notice the class antagonisin shown
in the struggle, and few would now deny the existencs of the class
_\g&r It was the Haves versus the Huve-Nots. There wire many
-mﬁm, but those who eame ont in opposition to the workers
. drawn mﬁinlyimm ﬂ:e mmmercml the profaamonul and the

qnn vindictive seutences to everyone hronght
: ag tho strike by speech or print,  The privi-

y so determined on foreing the unconditionsl surrender
ﬁohuml that wl:an the Archhwhop of Cn.ntarbury,

1-)wua us’kad in the
v ) i the British Gazette, he veplied
at he had nob marui it,  Thoir attlt.uda to bhu

goods ; possibly half of them_ do not even rmawc a living

abolish slayery they must neeessarily chullengn the Constitution,
which is rooted in their slavery, and could not exist in
birsed on equality and frea acoess Lo the moans of life, These peaple
do not respect the Constitution themselyes. When the Home Rule
Aot wiis passed, striotly in accordance with the Constitution, they
suppoarted Ulster in resisting the operation of the Act with armed
foree, threatenod to lyneh the Goyernment and to hang Ministers on
lamp-posts in Downing Stract; and cansed amuting in the Avny,
The Constitution bogey ‘may seave Labouy leaders, bub it is only
a bogey.

The High Wages Stunt.

At the presont moment, when we are in the midst of o big fight
over swnges, thereis o boom in the idea that Ameriean prosperiky is
due to high wages. Many articles have been writien on the matter,
and o delegation of mechanics was sent aseross: to investigate. An
American professor of political economy, Mr, T, N, Carver, hus just
written a book on  The Present leonomic Revolution in the United
States," in which he supports the theory toa certain extent. o
quotes & Labour leader as saying that out of 25,000 million dollars
paid each year in wages 6,000 millions are saved and added to the
capitil fund. The professor, however, thinks there is another factor
in the universal prosperity. Ile says: “ All these things are being

BsoOeil by

added unto us precisely because we are secking the Kingdom of God

and Iis righteousness.”

Strange that no one ever t.honght of that
before.

But our American exchanges fell another tale.” A six

‘months" strike in the conlfields has been followed by a big strike of

textile workers, The Weekly Bulletin of the Catholic Welfare Con-
ference says: “ City.wage workers produce an enormous amount of
goods, but do not get enongh money back to buy their share of the
Wige.
st salaried workers are in a similar posifion” Inan article in
tha Los Angeles Times, entitled Oounterfeit Wages,” the writer
says: ‘*A pay envelope may say on the outside, ‘John Smith, Forty
Dollars,” but swhen Smith tries to exchange his forty dollars for

cot smarket of rapidly rising prices, he is in trouble.
Over a streteh of months he finds himself trying to mect skyrocketing
pmcaa with stationary wages. Soanar or later Smith realises that he

18 heing paid in counterfeit wages." We thought there was o eateh
in it somesyhere. So high wages will not solve our pr oblems.

Bn an Communists and. ‘Equality.

o last ongreaa of the Russian Ccmmumst. Park}, T’nhnm,
idon ist Republie, said :—

an ago to the peasants and speak to them of equulity»?

e use the peasants would then démand equality

_is contrary to the Dictatorship of the

- Can m vemind the sorkers of equality ? That too

i wing reasons. A Communist and

am ga.ged on the same job; the Com-

o sixth, the worker acoording to tiie

we auﬂ&m for aqua,hty the nqm

mong. all Gommumsta? Tbat
'_Gommumsts there are
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S“WHEN 1 AM DEAD.”
(CORCiuston, )

Spiritualists tell us that in most cnses
over'' arp 1".&.-1.1.\' ]'lu.p]lll\'l' than !lu"\ were i mortal life, and in tho
game breath they tell us those spivits are ever present with thoso
they loved on earvth, How can they be happier knowing those thoy
have left are made unhappier by their departure, nnd in many
cases, as when the brendwinner is taken, actually suffering material
privation ?

We roturn here to the important question of memory survival,
Spiritualists are satisfied this exists after death, But what of those
gtates we have nearly all experiencad when conscionsness does not
exist? We do not all, every night of our lives, dream in sleep, nor
always when under an anesthotic. And there are muny instances
of complate lapse of consciousness over long periods, as in concussion
‘cases for example. Tven if we take the most extrome case and argue
from the fakir with plugged nostrils and his * return to life ™ ufter
‘several days' interment, this does not prove that he has achieved
anything more than a trance condition with which most members of
‘the medical profession are perfectly familiar.

Theosophists offer as a sclution to this difficulty the theory of
“astral travelling™; but if it be true that we leave our body when
‘rendered unconseious, why is it that we retain no recolloction of onr

travelling” ? Because these Reincarnationists even go so far as
; be places visited on the ** astral plane,” so that we are foreed

those who have * passt d

= ves the question: *Why do we not when non-conscious

b s we are conscious? " Whatever else the principle may

o A f sing, it certninly is not capuble of expressing
b

ean only exist through the functioning of the
: can only aperate through matter.
ing here to know what scientific authority
8 statement that * the intellectunl processes
sounterpart in the material organisation of
compared the physical brain of
vho has not exercised his mental
ifference in the convolutions of the two?

which is the organ of the mind,
mst; I haye mentioned, is it
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humnn sonees, conld that being bo said to hinve any existones nt wll?
Wi o only sonceive
of holding) in relation to mattor

objectively that wo lknow it

of Life twhioh i the most nbsolute conoophion
We o l'::in‘li:‘li- it s only beenuso
wo ]1.[\'1‘ Rean '.1\"' l!l"‘lll1ill!| ol '-'.l\'h filll'l
exists, and thoerofore 1 venture o sugiost thit i being deyoid of all
gonsos would be incapable of thought at ull, nnd thus of existence,
Thought, of course, prompls deslre and vmotion § but & man lneking
all senses would be ineapablo of thesa aven.

Whon we have the answer to this problem I think we shall b at
any rato ong step nenrer the solution of Lhe Riddle of the Univorso.

There nre people who argue from & sort of pantheistio stnnd-
point. Thoey will ask you to observe how with the spring the flowars
return to blossom, and give promise of unecasing life, Yes, but the
same flowers do not return (unless of the perenninl order, and even
these have their allotted span). Such people prove no more than
the man does who, when you tell him you do not believe in Immor-
tality, tells you to look at the heavens on a starlit night | Tnstend of
concluding from Nature that individusl consciousness, still less any-
thing resembling the * shadow of n substance," exists aftor death, 1
ghould have thought Nature’s teaching would huve had just the
opposite effect, Nature is yery wasteful] she does not spiare even
the fittest in her catnclysmic moments, and, judged on evidential
values, the finality of existence would seem & more logieal conelusion
than the idea of Tmmortality.

Chyistian Seientists attempt to solye the seemingly ' eternal '
problem by anegation. But T think they do little more than “jump "
the difficulty. Matter, they say, is n delusion; Mind is the only
reality, But why stop here? Why not say Mind is a delusion too,
and are you any nearer revelation then? II you are justified in
saying your five senses delude you, equally are you justified in
saying that the mind, which it is not conceivable could exist in the
absance of all those senses, is also a dulusion, **All is illusion,”
suys the Oriental thinker of to-day and yesterday, and has the
Christinn Seientist made any advance on this?

1 have not argued from the standpoint of any ‘‘orthodox™
religion, because, if I may say so with all respect to minds immeasur-
ably greater than my own, there dogs not appear to be in them, any

‘more than in the least complex of faiths, any evidence to Warrant

the assumption of a life to come. The Catholic view has been
expounded by Father Knox, who, in common with Calvinists and
Plymouth Brethren, holds the doetrine of the Hlect. One moment
he speaks of the glory of heaven, and the next of eternal suffering
for certain souls, ‘born in sin," we must remember, and yet punished
lor ginning! To many of us, however, the thought of any "*heaven"
would be impossible so long as one single soul—let alone several—
were doomed to eternal damnation.

Tvery teacher of religion has ultimately to resort to an act of
faith, and that, of course, can never constitute proof,

Tt remains the strangest puzzle of all human ones—the why and
the wherefore of our being. We know not whence we come nor
whither we go. If it be true that we haye had pre-existence, and
that we also have & life before us, why are we unable to look behind
us or to see in front of us? Possessing powers of reason and of
intellect, why are we ignorant of the most vital of all problems, the
Purpose of Life? If a purpose there be in this sorry scheme of
: ‘have not the heart-searchings of man down the ages
n answered and his destiny made evident o him? Reyealed

has told us practically nothing of a future life, and no one

nan has set up altars to the Unknown God, and his

n an Infinite Power for Good and Life Bternal has been little

uman miracle. Struggling against the fearful odds we

ning seems an uneven battle with life, there are yet

of Divine chastisement and & future state

as they tell us, ““born in sin,” why are we
: 2 ’
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which the human body st death returns, it 15 indo
v do good and bo good.” lifo nftar death (as
a continuation of earth consciousness) need vever alter
standurd of conduct or of vilues.

l& there any higher *oreed” than the will to do unta your
neighbour as unto yoursalf, without tho slightest hope of sy reward
in & Bereafter, and through no fear of some future punishment if you
do otherwiso ?

It way be argued that the views I have expressed in this article
do ot constitute a creed at all, that to call thoir synthesis w ereed is
n contradiction in terms—a mere negation, in fact; but I think to
many the belief in  life here and here only is as vital to those who
are prepared to nceept nothing more ns the fuith is of those people
who are convinced of a life ufter death. What can be more resl than
the life around us? St. Paul may have told us it is but the shadow
of reality, but there are some grounds for supposing his thorn in the
flesh was an epileptic condition which, of course, at times produces
a state of mental abnormality.

- I feel, with numbers of others, that the kindest hope we can
entertain for humanity is that of annihilation. Hard though it may
ba to eonceive of non-consciousness (only hecause wo have expiri-

d worth while to
Inability to believe in

our ethical

enced the opposite), it is nothing more than expressing the sincere
_ hope that the end may be as the beginning—that we shall be no
& g conscious after death than we were bofore birth,

for Bver (which to my mind is as good o
as any other) is obviously impossible so long
ains & fact  The man who has loved with tho
of women, and the woman who has loved
swould be bound to cause pain to some in &
j on earth, and Christ's answer to the
he question, unfortunately.
ness is not possible for all, Absolute
ost hope wo may entertain. TIf this
ppiness of Heaven, at least it removes the
that I am expressing the
hen I say I believe that “when I am

—— - -
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looks on tho btalo n the

be makters of thomsolyve Sooinlism

univoersal 1||'.|l||l'.[|.|--]n'-'. whone powors ineronsed indefl

nitely, while Annrehigim wounld wholish it ns the crentor and upholder
ol thoso '\l‘l'l‘lill privileges that, crowning the few with woenlth and
POWET, of necessity condemn tho mnss to poverty and !:l-lp]r-mnv-'..
Obyiously the difference 18 enormols.

All this is clementary, but has to be uxplained unceasingly; and
only because a reply to Mr. Brokaw gives me the opportunity of
oxplaining it do 1 assent to the editor's requoest. My, Brokaw, na it
goems to me, has devised what ho conceivos 1o be o eure-all, viz, a
monetary unit which, if ndopted, would bring it about that **ench
hour of adult human work (in exchange transfers) should command
an hour of human work in return.” By this he expecis to run ouk
of business eapitalism, land monopoly, and all those other forms of
special privilege that bar the rond to individual freedom.

To me—anud T wish to say it with all the politeness possible
that is absurd, and ite absurdity becomes more manifest when I
pxamine Mr. Brokaw’s stylo. e has invented a jargon which must
be almost unintelligible to his readers; but unfortunately many
think thut what they cannot understand must be extraordinarily
clever, He tolls his readers, for example, that we do not know the
difference between “ appropriation and exchange'; that ¢ the result
unit is n unit of appropristion, not o unit, of exchange '} that 1
myself ' confuse rent with value," nob understanding thab " value is
the power with which reut is taken," and so forth, As to which
last, according to my simple mind, rent is taken, and is able to be
taken, because certain people have been allowed to fence in yilunble
territory to which others must have nceess,  Any military man could
tall Mr. Brokaw that, for the main ohject of wars is to scize territory
for the use of which the conquered thenceforth pays tribute to the
conqueror. If T had the space 1 could quote upon that head no less
n personage thun Bismarck:

Myr. Brokaw declares that © Proudhon proposed the issue of
checks based on labor, whereas Tucker proposed (with Greene) to
base them on gold and land.” Buch a statement takes my breath
away. Month after month, and year after year, Tucker was attack-
ing the monopoly conferred on gold by Governments, and was
suggesting that under conditions of equal freedom workers would
form mutual banks, which would issue to them currency in propor-
tion to the value of all their products. Tucker seeks to give all
labour products their true exchange vyalue, and thinks this possible
only by such free exchange arrangements as the producers make:
I have space for only one quotation. On page 226 of '* Instead of a
Book'" we find him in controversy with a Mr. Fisher, and he writes:
Lt me ask my opponent one question, Does the law of England
allow citizens to form a bank for the issue of paper money againsh
any property that they may see fit to accept as security 7" That
‘one shorb quotation will be sufficient,

Tt is unfortunate that there has been so little study of the money
‘question, because the financier, who owes his power to special privi-
leges granted by the State, is getting all the world into his clutches
nd may yet drown it in blood. For my part, however, I am not a

blind woré_hippar of Proudhon or Tucker, my conviction being that
«escape from the net of clags-made laws in which we now lie helpless

will come o per numberless experiments, heroic efforts, and that
intensity of suffering which alone seems capable of rousing the mass
to thought and action, As T see it, Socialism already has failed,
while Anarchism, regarded as the doetrine of the free Individeval,
yeb begun to try. War. C. Owax.
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The General Strike.

 The first General Strike in Grent Britain has been fought and
t it fniled was not the faule of the workers but of thoso
they choso to lead them into battle.
~ The Coal Commissipn's report recommended o temporary
: o men in the industey othor than the worst puid 5 but
hjﬂ. \yital point was that this sacrifico was to depend upon such
measures of reorganisation as will soeure to the industry n new
f erity loading to htgher wiges.!  Instond of making an
ngmaimhnu ‘the mineowners concentrated on @ redue-
{ hours, Tho Miners' Federation suid
¢ t—in the \\'Ol‘ﬂﬁ of AuJ. Cook, thair
nt off, not & second on' As the mincowners
ude, the miners put theiv easo before the
Trades Union Congress, who said that the
) uld stand firmly and unitedly agn.lnsi.
- dard of life in the conlfields.”
otice of new and greatly veduced wage
. when the Goyvernment subsidy would end.
ions Mnb,ﬁlm Datwe pposing parties,

and ; but no ngreement was

_ée‘u‘ﬁéﬁ&’ai 9.{1
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abligod by v appenl fo the nastion, whioh eomnomend by
avinge : “*CUonstitutiongl CGovernmaoni th heing witokedd On May 9
Whonuis sidd © T have never boon in fevour of L |,|r||-|-lp|.1 of the
Choperal Stetka,” whiach the Hestixhi Gasetle l.l'.hi-_-.l i large Lype in
sithapguant issnes,  As i Privy Conneillos he plauyed lin |.||| will

Own the 11eh ramours wore publish d ol upotlicial negolintions

ol ] n]ll in the
afternnon the CGenersl Couneil ealled off
i demandeéd by tho In
oxplanation, they said they bad veached the couno lusdon thnt, w8 &
result of o Wbt Sir Ilerbert
mining industey chn now
Tho torms of sottlement provided for feduetions of
wages, but nov before reorganisntion wis dulinitely adopted. It wis
hinted that though these tevms wers unoffivinl, the Goyvernmont wos
fayourable nud would adopt them. When the strikers had returned
to work Mr. Baldswin published his own plan, which threw over the
Samuel Mamorvandum, and provides lor reductions of wages ab once
nnd compulsory arbitration.

When the strike was ealled off the Minera' Foadurntion issued o
stutement to the press in which they said their representatives had
not been consulted about'Siv Herbert Samuel’s terms and they
rejocted the praposals, “which they hulmw their follow Trade
Unionists fre: nssisting them to rosist,” The Brtsh Worker, the
organ of the General Conneil, suppressed this stutoment. T4 swis
‘too damning.  They had abandoned the miners, who nre now left
to fight the Government and the mincowners by themsulves.

Tha solidarity of the workers has once again been shattered by
their lenders,

i & WO

Tho nokt lll\_\ e enginders
pnd at 130 in the

unconditionnlly,

‘”Ph thldw
ey,
thi strike Ligvernmaenty,
of conversations  with
o sutinfnotory basis of sottlement in the
l!l} ]'l.'nl"""ll.“

Snmuoel,

MacDonald Stays Away.
" In the New Leader of April 2 its editor, Mr. H. N. Brailsford,
takes Mr, Bamssy MacDonald steruly to tagk,  Mr, MacDonald has
had the temerity to doubt whether Socialism is ** ' going to come by
the legal declaration of w nominal minimum wage,” und to write in
the Sopialist Review that ** the T.1. 7, should think twice before 1
cormmitted itself to meaningless bub disastrons slogaus, and before iL
hung a millstone mnnﬂ its neck in'the shape of an ill-digested scheme
of a minimum wage." To these dispiriting remarks Mr. Brailsford
nntum]]y ohjucta, the Living Wage Bill being the patent he is
boostmg industriously under the attractive title of « Socialism in Our
ime.” His name and reputation now depend on the success of that
aampmgn By it the fortune of his paper and his own political
oaveer will bo decided. He is, therefore, at the point where it
‘behoves him to put his best foot forward, and at the Independent
Tabour Party's annual ‘Conference at Baster he had the satisfaction

of inducing it to swallow his special nostrum. Incidentally it may
he remarked that Mr. MacDonald did not attend the Confercnce.

‘No reasons wero given.
Bveryth.mg it. is possible to say in [:wour of this cure-all is
in to have been said by Mr. Brailsford, who has an appetite for
research and knows how to wield a pen. In the article already
d his arguments, and by it we should be
jility or impracticability of the scheme to
Labour Pa.rt.-y has now committed itself.
e we examine it.  For the personal success
) party we care not.hmg ‘our one concern being
‘mensure advocated is likely to bring Socialism in
I{ it did, we should have at least the excitement of
o8t ﬂlﬁﬁu.rhmg ‘experiment n.nﬁ rocording & world-

has been marked out carefully, and

d's uirement is that “ un inquiry should be held
hut minimum wage u civilised standard of life requires,
Lincome."" It might bo remarked, and

could say how long such an
would arrive, and what furious
, for the sake of argument,
tself finished ﬁumsg the life-



'probahle eost. and he opmus had: 1
allowance of &s. a week for every new addition to
ﬁa.mily The expense of this | . ' .
.a.lt.hqugh such o trifle could hn.tal}! be expe téﬂ
this point he scems to have been assaile
remarks :—
' “A genuine Living Wage can be won unly by‘&a&ééi“’
tion of inﬂustry after industry, That will
even in some advanced and highly d ij;_aﬁ
of farming it will take many years, and wi
- and the utmost mgenulﬁz inp a:umng And there
grade trades, sweated trades, trades which pos i
vestige of organisation, cases more difficult even than agriculture

The slowness and difficulty of the task is not a reason for re usmg.

to undertake it. On the contrary, it is a challen o
But it is a very cogent reason for adopting this s
method of raising the incomes of the ‘worst-paid workars- in.
yeurs of their greatest need.”
To describe this method as “swift and direct " appears to usnoiiea.
little humorous,

All these polil.icimm look on the great social problem, with_
which the entire world is now in agonising labour, as a thing of
“words, to be settled smugly by the edict of somalegnlu.hwe ‘authority.
Unbappily, it is otherwise, Unfortunately, this tremendous riddle
‘of the Sphinx can be solved only by digging down to realities and
facing facts. If they had at their command all the combined
“eloquence that for generations has echoed vainly through the halls
of Westminster, Mr. Brailsford and his followers could not hope to
square the eircle or bring it about that, in o country owned from
shore to shore by a numerically insignifieant handful of monopolists,
the mnss of British workers could be other than the wage-slayes thay
are to-day. By no such & thimble-vigging hocus-pocus as their

Parlinmentary representntives are now proposing can theso workers
1ift themaelves by their bootstraps and get out of the quicksands now
enguliing them. And if such o measure as is now proposed were
practicable, to what would it amouut? Nob to an abolition of the
wige system, but to giving it o new anchorage from which it would
b almost impossible to tear it. It would enthrone more securely
than ever the boss, though it might trick him out with & new name.
It would fix, perhaps for generations, the position of the wage-
worker a8 o wage-worker; and in so “ fixing " his position it would
‘pirip Lim of such rags of freedom as he now retains. To protest
peainst the Living Wage decreed by Authority would be tresson,
and from the rebel every one of the benefits by which the State now
professes to shield him against starvation would be instantly with-
drawn. No striker would get n penny of insimnes, No one who
daved to throw up his job wonld ever get another. LThere might, it
is brite, be an equaldity, but it would be the equality of men chained
down to one dead level: while far above them, relensed from ull
further fear of labour disturbances, would reign, in o franquility thoy
they never yet have kuown, those for whom' the vast musses of the
diginherited would still be {:u||'|||1']h'11 to toil.
Elnpipily, the proposuls of these Btate-manines are impossibly.
Life demnnds as the first cssentinl to its continuanca that elnsticity
which onublos it to adupt isell to ever-changing cireumstances, and
Lo foree tho capitulist system into the vigid mould designod by
party poctarinng would he to stoother it to death,
hored, howoever, that when Mre Bradlsford beg
|.1\'1n;" \\.:I;.:l' iLowas with the !'-\|'11---.-.

those

It 14 to b remein-
e bo sdvocate tho
reeotnmoendution that nnder the

capitilivt system it would neceasarily b vinworkable, and that the
nbtsipt Lo birtugt 16 bt operation would cause b noiversal digloontion
il Lhi |1-||‘_. clonr the way for Socinlism

For that thers might be somebliing to De sadd, and indeed wo
think i the only argument to be andvanced Flowever, thint 15 not
doadl what the Soobinlist Al Lo OF sl mon thoy e

woxioun for the ushuring o of olin 'l entive p pagranda 16 for

the

\vlthoutntrua iden of the purpor!
whilst acquainting him very f
Godwin's later decline. This m
students, bub they ought te learn mor
idens fivst deow Shelley towards him,

their full bloom in 1793, and the exact ci
oither their decline or their furthor evalution, u disting

vory essontinl to make. Then only will the Life be full
Meanwhile a pertsal of the origing “ Political Justi
tost mwrostmb task for modern hharmritm thinkers ho

1\111) another, & modern * l‘nlluml .Tust:ea, some day o
such studies; it is high time to co-ordinate the experien
sincore und fowrless veasoning of our time, as Godywin did the
generous eighteenth century: bub circumstances prqhnbly ‘are not
favournble to. tIIl.} A

Mr. Brown's book collests some of the elaments which combined
to ghape Godwin’s mentality up to 1791 the early love for freedom
kindled by the horoie poriods of ancient Greek and Romoan history;
the hobits of rensoning out & mutter, Hrst exereised on. religion ; the
tanets of nn extrome and isoluted sest, the Sandemanians, who ulse
hold some socinl views soneerning property ;s thy Franch atheist
vepsoners, d'Holbael and Holvdiins; strong views on aduestion;
the libornl and endical politieal eriticlsm of the period between the
Amorican und the Fronch revolutions, 17706 and 1789 and than the
overwhelming influence of the Frenoh Revalution as its aspect was
i 1780-90,  "Dhese foe 2 bl up Clodwin's lif\'h’l?lg baliel in froe-
dom, rensoningg, wad eduonti icism of existing instito-
and bel
\'\ 1 ikl

1y, and his ocil
tiolp

| in dotail B pre bty his strong

{ his e ]u.mm beliet
. I | W i 1 IR, Brown, 18s, qu.I 14



fietion of Government,
the traditional limits put on p ritici
into repubhm. hut going ‘no further), on

religinns), conltl not aahaiy his keen
power. 0 %
- As to the means ui n.ahm\rmg tho :auns of bhomﬁhﬁ;'p‘ﬁil mTﬁ

Goilmu, when composmg his bbak_ n 179_-9 and afterwar

the most consequent believer in education. He munb:hmr&tewﬁumﬂ
two types of Revolution, one like the Amer struggle for in
pmdence and the I‘rench Revoluhon o_-__ the g

aﬂm:refi And the othsr t.ypa—whan % m:no"'tf- i
will, which can only be done and maintained by authoritarian mmms
—tlm. he &lwaya dls&ppr()vﬂ& (;onaequantly ha was

Ricoator also ulienated his sympathies from the’ Ehghsh acobins
of the period, Thelwall and others, who adopted these authoritarian
tactics. Tis fnends, the educationists, or Perfectionists, as. they
were called, were in a minority in the English militant vanks of
those years— the present struggle hetween Anarchists and Bolshevists
being fought out then under other names.

Burke's miserable ** Reflections on the Revolution in IE‘fa.ude r?
(November, 1790) was replied to first by Mary Wollstonecraft (later
on Godwin's-wile), then by many others, and in March, 1791, 'by

Thomas Paine's *“ Rights of Man™; but these replies did not give
full satisfuction to Godwin's mora critical and deeper-furrowing
mind, and this led to the plan of “ Political Justice,” May, 1791,
which, after arrengements made with the publisher securing Godwin's
maintenance for some time, was slowly composed by him from the
sumnier of 1791 Lo the end of 1792, discussed with his friends during
this period, and thus produced under exceplionally favourable con-
ditions. It came out in February, 1793, and had & prodigious vogue.
Its reasoning wis 80 clear and faultless that for years those who
instinotively hated it found no arguments with which to assail it,

When the Scottish Jucobin sympathisers, Thomas Muoir and
Thomas Fysshe Palmer, were transported, Godwin spoke up for
them § he also supported Joseph Gerrald as a prisoner; and when
the popular leaders Thomas Hardy, Horne Tooke, and Thelwall were
on trinl for their lives in the autumn of 1794 Godwin at the last
moment, by w siriking letter to the Moriing Chromicle, “ Cursory
Strictures on the Charge delivered by Lord Chief Justice Hyre to
the Grand Jury,” exposed the judicial tnctics of '*constructive
murder,” and powerfully contributed to the aequittul of the accused,
the London Corrésponding Society members, and thus averting the
goueral repression which was to follow the expected convictions in
theso test cases,

Thus he did bis share of good work, but he would not bow
before the nuthoritarian spirit of Thelwall and others, and from thut
timu wis deserted by their adherents, the bulk of the Bolshevists, as
I might s0Y.

Sociaty nnd the Government then anticipated another modern
aehiovement-they introduced literary Faseism in 1787, publishing
abuse of overy kind in the dnti-Jacobin Reviow; and many bemporary
admirers of the Revolution, including Southey, Colevidge, and

Waordsworth, roturned to the patviotic and roligious and mworal

UTHE TR fald, For soeveral yeurs Clodwin  and :\[ul'_\' Wollstone-
crift, doad alvendy in 1797, were the most insulled and abusoed
peoples in Foglnd, Godwin, thus the common prey ol Bolshovists

and Fascists, made o last dignifiod |'--1||\ in 1801 nod then bocame

gilent, thougl he did hned it Py work and remnained int n.-:-ln.-:“_v

notive antil g death 1o 18386, aged oighty.
This huntiog down pl Godwin is deseribed improssively by
My, Hrown The nctivi n powerfol mind which could ||.|‘.-.
el the canse of jptelloctun]l ewpnoipation for 8o very many
[ Lthow par 1y i dungerous to socioty wia disposed
I woin 1 | [y Wil | i wl
A B Lt Lol wi

These are usa{ul startin
of Mr. Brown's valuable an

Willinin Barkm. of Lowestoft, who die
brought up in a country village 77 yoars ago,
idens of that time, sush ws ¢ Fear God and
wits Inunched upon the world at an enrly age
suffering all the trials and hardships o {
America,  He was unb long; hawa\rer. ln &: 01

his stay ho Hecaxa acquainted with the Gh.mago
opened his eyes to the innstices of the present s
and  their murtyrdom made him a bitter enemy of

:.!u-m From Lhnt. ttmu hig took a profound: mtumj.’. nt

Wiu.n he returuuﬂ 10 Lng]and he tried h
Lowestolt, bub his activities soon beeame known ans 1
alsewhoro, this time af Brighton, where be carried on a wgom
propagandn almost single-handed.  In the *nineties™
London, and spoke in Hyde Park and elsewhere almost daily. Later
on he started n newspaper husiness nt Gorleston, but his denu
tion of the Boer War lunded him in hot water aguin and he had to
put up the shutters, Ilis final move was to Lowestoft again, where
he cked out an uxistonee ns an outside porter at the railway slaﬁon.
Huere he carried on his pl'l\]lltg.'ll:ll:t s [l‘ll‘lg us his \'i‘mﬁt}' I-Illtﬂd.
always endeavouring to inspire individual initintive and to destroy
faith in wounld-be losders, whethor parsons or politiciand. That
nttitude is fully justified now, when we bohold Lubour leaders rubbing
shoulders with the closs that will use sy and every means ko opposs
rganisation of soclety. I‘p 1o the last be took a keon interest
in current pwind thonght he conld see n faint }:]illﬂlllﬂ' of tho
diwn of a battor doy We tender our svmpathy to Mrs. Barker and
fumil G G, LawneNGR,
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opeuar, and it woulﬂ be hard ta pfh i ]
Dtplummy. o Smﬂy in A'_ G wih&isbi

words into his ne!a Whara it is wuia awake
shoots it down remorselessly, In one way or g
and apparently the most successful experts at thi .husmegm
the last quarter of a century, have heer -

into the business Iate but quickly maste
of the older craftsmen for a guide. ;
unnerved them. The lure of the Almlf,hty Dollar hsul
to the United States, and, with an unparalleled growth of _p or-
tunities, the lure proved more irresistible than ever.

been that growth The populatlon of the 'Uml.er] Sta.l;as esb

to-day at 110,000, 000, is six times greater than a.,cantury ago. He):

mn.nu[a.cl.unng industries, which in 1850 were rapfaaentacl in the
tables of the statisticians by a mere dot, are now depicted by a lofty
column that stands for more than sixty billion dollars. Prior to this
century her energies were devoted almost exelusiyvely to the davalop

ment of her own domain, which is abont as large as Europe. To-day

her financial influence is a factor with which the prondest Empires:

are compelled to reckon. Thus, in 1903 we find President Roosevelt
proclaiming that the United States had become & great Asintic
Power: for, said he: ' The extension of the area of our domain has
been immense; the extension in fthe area of our influence even
greater.” With the conclusion of the Russo-Japanese War of 1905,
Ameriean railway kings, bankers, and financiers were wrestling with
Russin and Japan, backed respectively by France and Britain, for
the control of Manchurin.

All this was rendered possible by a vast expansion of State
power, the Government co-opernting encrgetically with railway kings
and ol kings, bankers wnd finauciers, for the conguest of territory
und the captuve of markets,  With this went necessarily o constant
increase of militarisin and the military spirit, because even the most
ayowedly democratic Clovernment vests on force, and as cconomic
conguests muliiply and seatter more guardians are nesded.  We find
President Taft, therefore, explaining in his inavgursl address of
March 4, 1900, that it will be necessary for the country to hold its
own in the internationnl controversies arising in the Orient, and
adding: “ She will not be able to do 8o, howaever, if it is understood
that she pever intends to bnok up her assertion of right and her
defence of her interest by snything but mere verbal protest and
diplomatic note,"  He might just as well have said outright that
Ameriea's power depended in the lnst resort on her ability to kill;
but that is not the way in which diplomatists and statesmen talls,

Militarism is self-evidently inherent in and inseparable from
guch u system, for you cannot go about the world seizing countries
and taking possession—whether by ** peaceful permeation
wise-

or other-
of whitever seamy likely to prove profitable in the future
without at the same time developing nrmed forces to defend your
plunder, To me thut seens obvious, nnd to me, thorefors, the ngiti-
tion for the abolition of Militarism, unsecompanied by any efforts to
ovorthirow the most invisive system that humen ingenuity hns yot
dovised, nppears folile,

Thias book is packed with fnots, deawn from Governmental dita
that 111-[_\. contradiction, nnd -'nllil:ﬂml with
|li.‘-|ilr;.:lli'i!!i‘l] writers who had the assistance of othors woll known
in the literary and selontific world,  TE traces the military ovolution
of the United States, which may be said to have begun with the
ﬁ]\:lninh Amerienn War of 180R follows stop by
stop tho working of the that evalution,

serupulous onre by two

and In ity pages one

preal forees l'---\}lllll'-:hh' (8]

anid the methods by whieh they attaned that end.  The trge was
lust for monoey, ns conforring powaer over one's fellow-omatures, The
R BITG WAN l-l1|||"|lr-1 by the gront fnaneial, indus and landed
-l...p,'-l,“! the L pited State whioh far years had | ot of
{;.‘\.-,-“-.-‘\-.‘_11_\ oreated Speoind Peiviloge The mathod amploved by
® o Bollar Diplamping Iy Naotk Neat h Frt ]
v York o BW. Habsth and

phyaiml a.nd mantal bufturﬁ an age that
exterminating whole rnces—ns the
North Amm‘lcn.n Indmns-—‘and slaying

aguinat this Molouh-woruh[p, s mluimﬁug
yoke: is shaking off the fumes of tradition
awokening to the consciousness thit its trw
itself, and not for the glorifieation and enrighment of Ifw 20!
p()\\l!l' ¥

The United States has much troubls coming to her from
and Cuba, from the Philippines and all the vast Lo
sho 18 endeavouring to subdue to the ambitions of he
plutoerney ; just as Groat Britain and all the warring Power Ve
thrust their hands into n hornet's nest through mmnhliug f ﬁg
spoils of Africa nnd Asia, The homets have stings, and - ‘
question is not going to be solved so easily as Socialists aud Qom-
munists imaging, nor us ngmcabl} ns Pacitists dream,

The great question is as to the side likely to be l'dmuby the
masses in the upheavals of the future. Will thoy place their hands
in that of the governing authorities, and on their bended knees vow
loyalty to those in power? Will they be, as of old, for at
any price,” and rest satisfied with filling their bellies from the
masters' table, gotting here some trifling rise in wages and thers
some little shortening of hours? If so, nothing will have héen
accomplished, nnd there will remain the basie fact that mstead of
becoming masters of themselves they will still be the helots of the
Caosars they themselves enthroned.  If they could know the records
that this baok, like muny others of its class, displays, they might
csonpa that fate. As it appears to me, therefory, it is the business
of the revolutionary few to study those records and explain them to

thy onknowing many. If you yoursell cannot afford to boy the
book, et your library to order it, W, (
The Road t.o Freedom
A Periodieal of Ansrah Thotght, YW nud  Literatire
Subseription, S1AN (4s b ORr
\ [ \I ] - _\‘



1t was first published in New York, an
June, 1925 ; but another short notice will 1
When he and others were deported from the United |
Russia in December, 1919, Berkman joyfully accepted this o
of working for the Revolution, which h :
when it first broke out. On his arvival his reputs
ensured him a warm reception, and he was able to tr
see things for himeelf. His knowledge of the langu
He had interviews with all the leading Bolsheviks— §
Zinoviev, and others—and talked with many workers and p
He soon noticed things which seemed to him contrary to the
the Revolution, but he excused them as unavoidable in such ¢
upheaval. TLater on, however, he realised the folly of ce tr
control of everything in the hands of the Communist Part

crippled local initiative and damped down the .rev_dlﬁ_tibua.ry sp:nt of
the workers and peasants, who resented the constant supervision of

Communist officials. The intolerance and brotality of the Mehelk:
who persecuted everyone who did not agree with the methods of
Bolsheviks, made him very angry, He endeavoured to secure
release of imprisoned Anarchists and other revolutionists, but met with
a refusal everywhere. They were either counter-revolutionaries or
bandits, he was told. _

In July, 1920, he went to the Ukraine as chairmpn of a Commis-
sion to collect material for the Museum of the Revolution, and was
free to make inquivies of everyone, whether officials, workers, or
peasants  The things he saw and heard on this journey completely
disillusioned him. He found that the domineering methods of the
officials sent from Moscow had killed all enthusiasm for the Revolu.
tion, the cruelties of the Tcheku exceeding those of the Tsarist secret
police. Distrust and suspicion reigned everywhere ; no one felt safe,

On his return to Moscow he found that the persecution of the
Anarchists had been intensified. Sesing he could make no impression
on the Teheka, he wrote direct to Lenin, setting forth the reasons—
revolutionary, ethical, and utilitarian—for the relerse of the politicals
in the interests of the common cause, Il received no reply.

In February, 1921, he went to Petrograd, and was there when the
Kronstadt rebellion took place. The soldiers and sailors supported
the demands of the Petrograd workers for better food and clothing,
and also for freely clected Soviets. Tostead of negotiating with them,

Trotsky bombarded Krovstadt and massacred 14,000 in the name of
the Ievolution.

Alexander Berkman's story carries conviotion to the reader. We
gseem to feel the atmosphere of suspicion created by the terrorism of
the Teheka, nnd the stranglehold of the Bolsheviks on the life of the
people is brought home to us vividly. #'I'he Revolution is dead,” he
writes ; *'its spirit cries in the wilderness The Bolshevik myth
must ba destroyed."  His book will help to dest roy it.

TO THE DISINHERITED.

We wish that copies of this pamphlet by Wm. C. Owen® conld Lo
placed in the hands of the millions of workers who ceased work in
support of the miners, They would then recognise how futile are all
their elforts to materially improve their condition so long ns they have
not free access to the land. Without that they are helpless and
dependent on their masters for theie duily bread ; and the anthor BAYE
he has written this pamphlet © with the deliberate intention of making
tho disinherited disgusted with thomselves for enduring the conditions
existing in this country ; of getting them to understand, if possible,
that the life of n Lazarus erawling at the feet of Dives is a life not
worth living” T'he helplessness of the masses fills the author with
indignation and a fiorco hatred of the pres nt system, and he scorns
the idea that any amount of patohing can make the system tolerablo to
men and women who value freedom and personal dignity.

Our friend Wi, €% Owen has weitten with forco and in n most
convineing mannor, and wo hope his pamphlet will have & vory wida
oiroulation.  Ningle copies can be obtuined from Frrgnos Oice (214,

post-free) § orders for n nuantity should be sent to tho publishers.
. I'l s ik Myth (DMary LOgo.1ao0y, By Al il Horkin
] I 1 Hutehiton and Cg
L My Peopiln 1T I Wi I {0 LT
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