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NOTES.

The Mining Muddle.

The proposals presented to the Conl Commission by the mine-
owners are typical of the abtitudy they have always taken up in the
ﬁgﬁnus erises which have arigen in the industry. They think only
in terms of wages. If foreign competition is keen, cut down wages.
1f the demand has fullen off, cut down wages. 1f outting down the
miners! wiges does not bring relief, well, aut down railwaymen's
wages. Hvidently they think that if they ean reduce the cost of
production they may get back to those palmy days when the world
amouring for British conl. Anyone would imagine they had
T d of oil and electricity. The use of oil fuel and water-
power has come to stay, and both mineowners and miners will soon
he forced reluctantly to the conclusion that for many of them a
0 no longer be devived from the coal industry. The

' put forward on behalf of the miners shows

o7

the community. Can the miners’
Department that is nob run exelu-
class. 1f they cannot, why

exception? Tha truth is
any way out of their difliculties
like to shift the problem on to
protect the miners’
or the miners, and

not evidenee of the cthics of lnndowing. But he gives his case wwiy
when he ROYE " tho pl'u'u"n_-. value of land is nil,"” and that ** its 1ll"“-l'lt1.
value has been crested mainly by the lubour, the enterprise, intelli-
genoe und eapital of the landowner.” 1f all the people amigratod
to-morrow, the Duke’s land would immediately return to prairie
valtie—nil—in spite of all his enterprise and intelligonce. Labour
applied to land is the sole source of wealth, and the Duke knows it
as well as we do, His defence is evidence that knowledge of this
trath is spreading fuster than is pleasant for him. )

Theosophical Humbug,
Theosophists solemnly inform the world that a new Messiah is

aaming shortly, and two thousand of them haye assembled at Adyar,
Madras, in expeetation of this great event. A young Hindu, Jiddu
Krishnamurti, is to be used by the new World Teacher to voice o
world religion ' which will embrace all other religions. An official
of the Theosophical Socicty in London says that * Mrs. Besant
agsorts that she is in communication with the great beings who rule
the world, notably the * King of the World," and she tolls us that the
coming is to be soon.” This [ady recently assured a gathering of
her disciples that it is with the hope of preventing the necessity of
another war that the Prince of Peace has deigned to hasten his
coming—so that by some years his coming has been hastened.” Tt
is o great pity he could not make the trip in 1914, Krishnamurti
has been specinlly trained by Mrs. Besant in anticipation of his
divine mission, and tha names of seven of his twelve apostles are
announced. The other fiye have been chosen, but, ““by command of
¢The King,’ are not yet to be revealed.” All this humbug reminds
us of the sect in Americn which waited last year for the end of the
world. Of course, nothing happened. Nothing will happen af
Adyar, except that Krishnamurti will probably play the part arranged
for him and give forth some message, prompted by Mrs. Besant,
which the credulous disciples will accept as a ““divine revelation,"”
Annpie Besant has travelled a long way since she and Charles
Bradlaugh lectured together on Atheism, over forty years ago.
To-day, as the High-Priestess of Theosophy, she commands large
audiences, and tries to persuade them that she knows all the hidden
‘mysteries of the universe. All religious teachers claim some divine
authority for their message—Buddha, Christ, Mahomet, and others—
‘and Mts, Besant now elaims it for hers. It is an old game, and she
“knows hoyw to play it.

1914, the British Empire declared war on Germany,
eguard the independence and integrity of Belgium,
rested with the Allies in 1918 her independence
At loast, we all thought so. But we were mistaken.
Belgian Parlisment, Mr. Jaspar asked Vander-
Mlinister, whether the Government ywas acting
tting its Budget 150,000,000 francs, and whether
' o longer in control of the situation.”
The statements in the press to that effect
overnment had its cholce between two
loan or give up stabilisation of the
mous in the opinion that .. .. the
to the requirements of the forcign
on of the Belgian currency.” So
in four years has been done
n the City of London
Belgiaus are a free and.




Recollections of W.

L

Tcherkesoff.

Teharkesofl wan alwave acetive in tho Hust
Rusilﬂl“ Sz‘l'b‘tl'\' nnd lecturer on
for twenty-five

Flnd of London ns a

nlmost every umportant occasion
Yoors | whilst his Fingligh,
for rending purposes, was oultivated in the Presdom Group o
many serious tulks which ho had with those Boglish Socialists nnd
Trade Unionists who seomed disposed to open their ayes on andi-
Pardinmentary nnd Syndiealist subjects.  He did mueh quiet work
in this respect. His personal life in the 90's was one of grond
poverty und privation, which he underwent cheerfully, but which at
ona time seriously undermined his health. Ho had to leave London
to requperate on the shores of the Lake of Genevn, and he passed o
winter in the Orient; visiting Gieorgin nt grest personal visk, but
returning safe and well.  Passiung through Geneva on this journey,
he attended & locture by Plechanoff, who indulged in bossting and
fulsome praise of Marxism, and made doprecatory vemncks about
the earlier Russian revolutionary movements. Then Teherkesoff, to
the great surprise of Plechanoff, who vomemberad: him well, and
to the equal surprise of the youthful audience, got up and vindiceted
: ayolutionists from his personal experionce, and exposed the
Ialhaws of Hﬂxm. to the wonder of all the young Russians in
gy, who for years hud heard only the misstatements of

= Ib was & glovious meeting, I am told, and Plechanofl
- ‘Toherkesoff had been able to continue this

' ___da-—-bun nu:gln ha.nt]oﬁ poor, and auﬂ‘m-

alwayvs good snongh

nil in

(0 S\T@_l.‘.a pub_liu!y_ mentioned, he could not
1 his back was turned Plechanoff mounted

number of young Russians in Geneva,
-‘by Tuhurkasoff s direct propaganda and

'g':liaﬂ m‘ 'l‘zﬁia

| Bussinn volume o Bl T bdned N | with n hograph

g | 181G, vi 3 pp

| 1907 wy 1814 was the | lark 1« |
pitoly  proparsd  Buropean  mentality N il 1
coRquaring preparation whioh was an ossentinl o the prompt o N ChE
tron ol wia without aosingle motaont s e W notiee in Migust, 1Hid
every othor {1-L||I of military propaurntion.  These dok foross rovog
nised that Taaris m, nftor the tereible wirning it had received by Eh

ULy plulumul\ avents of 1900, wos

¢ hoanooforth roady to sock salvatior
in o BDuropean war, being the only Power afeald of perishing swithout
soine such lll"‘l"'l':kiv a-'.\li"n[ull: This sitoation brought war mto
the domnin of |||'ili'1il‘.ll‘ ]Iuilll'-lt'&, il j:n-: nn the monthe of cnnnon 4o
algo the minds of the 1".':}]“!‘ warg methodiondly }u-llal-_:ni natnsl onch
othar, BEveryonu outside the davk forees wis o dupe of this, and
Hooinlists, Sy m]::.n.hah- and Anarehists wore covbninly first-rate dupes

livery theoretical and tactienl difference wis somohow used to croat

nationnl animesity, hatred, and contampi .\~ for Bakunin in the
yoars following 1870 Mues and Bismarck almost merged into one
gommon objest to hitm of abgolute nofarviousness, so in the yesis

prior to 1914 Bebel and Bismarek, the German Socinl Demotruey,
and the German Hmpive merged into one in the polemics bétwien
Marxists and Anarchists, modernte nisd revolutionury Socislists, To
gliery & point againgt the Germuan Social Damocrats was considered
n glorious thing, whilst s these nervous polemics stirred np sver-
inerensing national animositics it meant above all working into the
hands of the warmongers,

Mehorkesoff kept & cool liead during the Balkan War of 1913,
which to his baloved Daily News was o Christinn erusade, whilst he,
u lifelong student of Balkan and Oriental polities, fully recos enifnd
tlie predatory character of the unprovoked sssault on Turkey. But
lie had long opened his own persondl wir on Geruany, the popula-
tion of which he by and by nnconseionsly confounded with rluep dyed
scoundrels like Marx and lngoels, who wlso to Kropotkin in those
years began more and wore to take on the aspect af Tory agents, of
fullblown Conservatives. I tried to stand up against this and had
also with Teherkesoffi—by swhose side I stood in the Balkan contro-
vergy—a publie explanution of the German Soeial Democrats, whom
T of all men—their lifelong opponent—found myself forced to delond
against Tcherkesoff's attacks, just as I had defended Marx and
Engels—whose actions against Bakunin and others few have
denounced more fiercely than T—when Teherkesofl wanted to see
them regarded as mere literary thieves. Our printed polemies, like
our personal ﬂebs.lies, were alwaye courteous, and when I saw him
last, after all this, in Noyember and December, 1913, we met ns
cordially as ever. I spent Christinas Eve in his voom ut one of what
Wi  called our ““ indoor picnies,” with him and his wife, Miss D, and
A Marsh—Malatesta, who joined us in other years, being absent
in Italy. We conld not have been more friendly, more full of mutual
goodwill, than we ywere that last evening; and Tam glad that my
personal contact with Teherkesoff; always really cordial, ended thus.
I have no personal impression of the discord which in the
of 1914 separated Teherkesofl and others from Freepom,

: share the standpoint taken by Fueepom and main-

stancy, T comprehend also that it was
1 to feel otherwise than he did. To him
50 3pa‘a.k the continuation, the emphasising of his
had long since allowed to deviate
not the only one to do so.
'on-t-ha-othe;::_side-; spéﬁkihg

off ablyhnd never expected to
uua,t;mmﬂ | Rep: b lic. 'But although




January, 1920 'R1
to Bolshevism, had thrown itsell completely it vk of Grest
Britain, which could not wish better than to sue the Baku ail nud
the Cavensisn mineral wealth separnted from Russin,  Hritain nlgo
aaw in the Chucnsus, like in the JBaltio States, 1l stopping-ptones
to eventunl operniions aguinst Russin by the Russian ** Whitos " and
others. But the very same facts provoked nnd alimost invited Soviet

Russis to reconquer the Cancasus, which was done in March, 18921,

since when Bolshevism hai reigued supremo there.
Teherkesoff left the Caucasus some time in 1018 or 18919,
probably after the formal end of the War, and lived in London, if
ot also in Paris; but early in 1921, I believe, be raturned to Tiflis
with his wife, wnd then witnessed a period of Bolshevist tervor and
economic depression and disorganisation, which mude life vary sad
and practically intolerable for the old wan—for though one seldom
thought of his age, he was 75 at that time. He may not hayve been
interfered with personally and was aliowed to leave the country
again, but he saw and—since he gottled aguin in London—he heard
of the misery, often the death by governmental eruelty ov by priva-
tion, of most of his friends, and the hopeless fate of his native
country, which since it had wished to break away from Bussia is
distrusted now end held in stronger chains and made as much, if
not even more, subservient to generul Russinn purposes os in Psorist
‘days. These cruel facts embittered Teherkesofl’s lust yonrs and may
‘have prevented bim finding his way back to old friends.  As for me,
when the yenr 1920 saw the rencwal of epistolury relations not &
| was said on either side on the events since 1914; and we were
a5 ever. May his memory, always dear to me, soon b
ntly preserved by & real memoriul, that full account of his
fuiled to give in memoirs and which now only his wife
s in the form of recollections of his enrly yenrs and of
o life. Sixty and more yemrs of unpretending and

v of o lover of freedom will thus be recorded.
M. N

nstalment of these * Recollections,”
922" read *1892."

f a sentence taken
's ‘ Bthics,” 1 had the

Nali however, thoat pt Iy e phenomen
Ve Inily nnd ynider our vory niv Cuite rooently Mr |
Houwslyn Mitchell, a F‘:.-‘n'ni‘.n'l_\ distinguished member of U
indepondant Lalsoir Parly, sinoe ho  defented the great e
\-|__:-.’|| b Il \ tonl ip @ ha ratienl attitude in the matter ol
the Weir houncs, telling the Labour Paorty that al would man
itsell ]'.\ oppoging  thel  constroction, the fnel bhemng that tho

|-i|'|'1n". was starving for luck of houses, und |I'tl'?-'!'r--|1 choenp and
That 18 0 most unorthodox stand

bk

Union

inforior ones to none st all.
point from the Trade Union point of view, und of course
Independent Lobour Party is moaf anxious for Trade
1 was not, therefore, in the least -.mr|1riaf:d to rand
that the diseipline of the parly would have ta b tightened up,
8o 08 to render the utterance of such unity.destroying views im
possible.  Surely we ought to look nhead, and 1 ask whither shall
we duift if we follow tamely that sort of doctyine? 18 is rampant
throughout fhe Labour movement.  As it cnn end only in
Dictatorship, we have to fight it tooth and nail

T nm essentinlly a propagandist. In my own opinion 1 am
u most practical propagandist, for always have 1 been trying to
get the movement to take concertad action on the essentinls;
on the things that really count.  Hence my continuous insistenco
on the importance of the land question, and I thinlk that I have
stitek {o it with not a little tenncity for almost fifty years. In
foct, 1 tried fo give it practical effect by uniting ryself clogely
with the Magéns in that Mexican revolutionary moyement which
drove Porfirio Dinz into exile and brought with it a great mental
rovolution of which, as 1 believe, wa have by no means heard the
s, Does anyone imagine that T do not want Unity of opinion
on the necessity of terminating that system of monopoly which
shuts the masses from nccess to Mother Barth, the source of all
supplies and the only mine from which wealth can he extracted?

0f ‘course, 1 want Unity of opinion on that, which seems to
me mere common senge. But I don't propose to knock anyone
on the head because he thinks fhis problem can be settled by
establishing, for example, pensant proprietorship, in which 1
personally do not believe; nor do I want to see in office any
hierarchy which will be empowered to say: * We have the one
and only solution of this problem, and if you venture to eriticise if
we will stand you up againsk a wall and shoot you."" I call
myself an Anarchist preecisely because 1 am opposed to any such
authoritarian philosophy, and T doubt if we were ever in greater
danger from it than we are to-day W. G 0.

support,

‘'WORK AS UNIT OF EXCHANGE.

Frizyp,—In an article in the October-Noyember number of

your paper, W. C. 0. says: ‘“Every worker wants to get the foll
worth of his labour, and it is easy to show that, so long as certain
of something for nothing, others must be cheated out of
what justly belongs to them.”" .

Now, it seems to me that there is no way of doing away with

cople getting “ something for nothing™ as long as we use &
it er the unit of which represents something which is

vork. For the kind of cheating referred to above is, in
‘human work without giving human work in
xactly w present medium of transfer
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ANARCIHIAM

“Socialism in Our Day!”

Happily we Anarchists are not condemned to the task of
bamboozling the public for the sake of catching votes. This gives us
inestimable adyantages. We do not have to compromise and lie,
We need not become the kept mistresses of those who put up the

‘money needed for expensive campaigns. In a word, we are free;
and in the fight for freedom that is the first necessity.

At least we stay in the ring and hold our ground, and because
the others perpetually give way we have lost all faith in them. In
‘this country, for instance, we have not o particle of belief in the
success of the Independent Labour Party or of similar more or less
‘Socinlist bodies. We have not a particle of belief in the tortuous
tics of the Communists, beenuse history shows conclusively that
-always fails. Still less have we any confidence in the Trade
ent that forms the jellyfish backbone of the Labour Party,
for these peaple, however fanatical they may be in the determination
to improv eir own condition as & class, sit habitually on two
sls, and have not the mental virility needed to make a choice.
ths they shout for the overthrow of the

of money to capitalistic
fember during the last session of
@ capitalist system but to infuse
ur for great public improvements,
 the pockets of that para-
L h

' the stern duty of
will be for all of us.

Jannprey, LHEG
Haore the Socinlista have taken the il of thims tWo Gotrses,
atd from theilr upholding of speocind priviloges to capitalism to Lheds
wirn ondorseinent of State insurancs schomos, which brand for all

time the workors |1--q1.']n-||||1-n1-| on the Stute and their +-1u11|n'.-a--,

they have stooped to a seryility of which oven we, who diffar irom
them so ln'nlulllldl\'. had not deenmed  them capublo Thoy huve
}llll'l\'l} the nation into two olnsses, alms-givers and alms .1:||~11'<.
Thaoy have enthroned the exploiter as o benevolent philanthropist,
and thereby they hrve done, in the name of the emnncipation of the
workers, all the most hurd-shelled Tory could have asked

Alwnys the lady whose chastity is weak protests her virtuo with
the loudest clamour; and similarly we now find our
shouting that they are making a * frontal atack on poverty ™ in
their demand for what they call & Living Wage,  What nauseating
humbug! It is, in the first place, a humble catering to the Trade
Unionists who hold the purse, for hitherto Teade Unionism has
nover dared to stray beyond the nmrrow conception of the pro-
verbial fair day's wages for & fair day’s work. 1In the second place,
the securing of that Living Wage under present conditions is an
impossibility, and st lenst Socialism’s learned infelleatunls onght to
know it. In reality they do know it, and their advoocacy of this
quack remedy is o disgusting trading on credulity, They know that
while all the resources of this island continue to be owned by the
few the many are doomed to poyverty as surely us every one of us is
doomed to die. They know also that even this very wige system,
which they bad pledged themselves to extirpate, is growing con-
gtantly more insecure; and yet they excuse themselyes for prolonging
the anguish with the plen, adyanced by Mr. Brailsford in the New
Lieader of January 8, that it makes a conerete appeal to the aversge
man,! that ©it would bring a stimulus to industry,” and that it
would * direct our attack to the keys of economic power.” And
this they call *“ Socialism in Our Day ™ |

The plain truth is that, from the standpoint of a man willing to
work and so entitled to w livelihood, this country is votten, and if its
workers are to survive they must remake it. Ilere is a sufficient
sample of its rottenness, taken from the most aristocratic of all
papers, the Moraing Post, of January 7:—"A crowd of 3,000
assembled outside a factory in Old Trafford Park, Manchester, in
response o an advertisement for six handymen. When it became
known that the vacancies had beeu filled overnight the crowd became
unruly and threatened to storm the offices."

Three thousand applicants for six poorly-paid jobs! Tow is it
possible to describe a country where such things are possible by any
other word than “rotten’? And how can the Labour Party expect
to pateh up such a condition with the so-called Living Wage?

W. C. O.

Socinligts

HEARD IN THE MESS.

Tn that cavalvy mess I heard queer conversations. Those

officers belonged to the old families of England, the old caste of
aristoeracy ; but the foul outrage of the war—the outrage against all
ideals of civilisation—had made them think, some of them for the
me, about the structure of social life, and of the human family.
hated Germany as the direct cause of the war, but they looked
an that, and saw how the leaders of all great nations in
rope | atained the philosophy of force and had built up
‘hatreds, and fears, and alliances, over the heads of the peoples whom
- passion or duped with lies. “The politicians are

' said one cayalry officer. “I am all for revolution
oody massacre. I would hang all politicians, diplomats,
tat with strict impartiality.” “T'm for the

: “The poor bloody people who are kept in
to the shambles when their rulers desire
- earth's surface, or to get their armies
ith peace " * What price Christi-
“ What have the Churches done




Sep,
endent of the
to a typhoon such a
Asin. i
Thousands of causes, in
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duals and even

All of us, and T in that.
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able change. But it was also prep:
tions of 1703, 1848-1871; by all

Socialists, politicians; by all the ncl
‘industry, art, and so on. In a wo
have contributed just in the same way as s of
of particles of air or water cause the sudden ¥ ‘sinks
hundreds of ships ar destroys: thousands of houses—as the tremb-
ling of the earth in an carthquake is enused by thoy :
small {remors and by the preparatory woyements o separite;
particles.  In general, people do not see events concretely,
solidly ; they think more in words than in elearly imagi 3
tures, und they have absolutely no idea what a reyolu

Q..' '

of those many millions of causes which have gone to gwa nss
present form, and they ure therefore inclined to exaggerate bha

importanee in the progress of the revolution of their personality

ond of that sttitude which they or ARETEFriands and Co-thinisers. Wi

will tuke up in this enormovs upheivil,  And of course they are
ubsolutely incapable of understanding how powerless is any
individual, whatever his intelligence and exporience, in fhis
whirlpool of hundreds of thousands of forees which haye been
put into motion by the uphenval,

They do not understund  thaf once such great nabural
phenomenon has begun, such as un enrthqunke, or rather such
#s a0 typhoon, separate individuals are powerless to exercise any
kind of influence on the gourss of evenls, A pirty can perhaps
do something, far less than is usnally thought, but still al least
on the surface of the oncoming waves ils influsnee may poerhaps
bee very slightly noticeable.  But separile small aggregations
not forming o fairly Iwrge mass ore undoubtedly powerleas—
Eheir powers are certainly nil,

Imoging to yourself o wave, n suzlion (0 Russion land
measurement) high, which has rushed on to (he shore,
imngine w man frying to oppose this wave with his stick—or
oven with his boat!  Your strength is no groater than this—
there is nothing left to do bub to westher the typhoon.

It is in this position that T, an Anavehist. find mysell, But

much more numerous partiss in Kussin ot the present
momunt ara in o very similar position,

I will even go further: th Hoverning porty itsell ia in the

It no longer govurns, it is being carvied along

ovaen

iime position,

by the current whivh it helped to oresto but which s now
alvendy w thousand times stronger thun the parby itself,
There won n dam, holding baek o moss of wnter, We
Ul worked to undermine this dum,.  And I did my share in
bhin waork,
suthe dranined of guiding the water into o nnrrow channel
* Tt Kropotkin fownd Iimuslf, 1ike many other Anarohistas, in o very
ditlienlt position during A ackentint and historlan e lelt
il mideratond the Lo 3 un strugplo,  Fle foressw thia toming
Teantion of the anthorltaging ik party, vot hd alao aw the futility of
tndividual witort eged by comendon ti stat hin wiiwa,
be jutted dowi Noveinl r 40200 ahinrtly befors Lin
CERDos e the Bkt pullestion e
I i \ ths mrades Bl mnnnkeript
1 o1 G, Alubeye, 1his cartonpobilont of the
v York Nulio l ilefn Mr. Alalepe for
ragmenl i n

W&-‘ﬂﬁiﬂ s

the waler is inevitable
uble in o human being

Therefore the only thing we can d is to
lessen the fury and force of the

But of what ean our efforts

Po modify the passions—on
Who is likely fo listen to us? Eyen i
who ean do anything in this rolo, th
not yet come; neither the one nor the
disposed to listen to them, I see one th
together people who will be capable of un
work, in ‘cach and e¢very party, nfter the
itsnlf out.  We Anarchists must gather
honest, devoted, not-enten-up-by-self-estes

toge!
ok

And if 1 was younger and could see hundreds of peaple, of 4
course, in suele noway ns this shonld be done, if you. want to .
colleet people: for’ work in common—— )

If such gothirers of Anarchists are to be found amonget
aur comrades, T am of vourse ready to help them. Then of
vhurse we must write, ‘but far more is to be done by lstters
ond personal contact than through the Pross, | . .

It his been customary for people to draw arguments from the
Inws of Nuture as to whist we oughit to do.  Sueh arguments stem to
me i mistake; to imitate Nature may be mevely slavish., But if

Nuture is to be our model it seems that the Anarchists have the best
of the mgumient. The physieal universe is orderly, not beonuss
thero is 0 centeal governmunt bl Beentses overy body minds its own
Business Dertvand Russeld

us

Lhwiesy

ANARCHISM VERS SOCIALISM.

e Uhreepence,



m_c'l_o;se&_ b). no,.leaa_.than mﬁ
ministers! ) =L A
Amarim statesmen of m[m'tatioti ‘have 1

began life as ala.wyer. Gifted wwith A 1mposm pres
cent voice, and au astounding flow of language hg' capbure '
fraudulent an issue &s was ever invented for th bmml:-oozlemanﬁ
an ignorant electorate, the Democratic nommaﬁloh"ifor esident of
the United States. Three times he ran as th gp_.nﬂ,iﬂnse of that
great party; and then, hmrmg halpeﬂ. Woodrow Wilson to the
he himself had failed to secure, he became Secretary of State, & post
for which he quickly showed himself incompetent. So he took to
religious lecturing and speculating in real estate, and died, 3ust
after the celebrated Dayton trial, worth, it was said, half a mi
dollars, Can you imagine a more infamous career? Th (
man who has swindled some stupld 3okel out of a fes. Bh]llmgs is
sent to gaol. The impostor who has devoted his life to humbugging —
w nation dies, wealthy and full of honours, in his bed. Pape
The trouble is that the masses do not understand. They do nob
grasp the fundamental fact that Man, physically a weak animal,
suryives only by virtue of his superior knowledge; and that those
who strangle knowledge are the assassing of their race. If eyer the
day shall arvive when the people at large have become conseious of
that basic truth, they wwill tireat as tlw greatestg;qu.mulufnotors
those who falsify the records of htunan experience in furtherance o
their own sordid greeds, For the individual Pharisee they may,
perhaps, have mercy. For the Church, which is Pharisesism
organised, they should have none.
Naturally Sprading has much to say of the persecutions to
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