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he 8th January saw the RMT rail

union rake strike action designed to

provide better staffing and protect
fire safery levels for the London under-
ground. Following unanswered pleas
from the RMT to tube chiefs to accept
a compromise deal earlier this month,
the strike — the second in two weeks -
closed 31 London stations.

In a surprise develnpmenr a second
wildcar strike ‘from drivers for the Aslef
transport ®nion has also developed on
the Northern line. Workers on the line
are protesting the firing of a driver for
allegedly sleeping on dury.

An agreement last year berween the
RMT and London Underground forged
a new rype of deal which reduced
workers’ hours to 35, but allowed them
to rake ‘quality’ ome off instead of
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Pensions pile-up
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NGS IN THE DEEP

displaced to other positions. There was,
however, a tacit acceptance that if
4,500 station staff are gerting 10 days
extra leave (45,000 work days) rosters
would need to be re-visited with the
likelihood of more staff being required.

“LUL resisted this and, even in the
aftermath of the terrorist outrages in
July, denied the need for more statf.
Meanwhile the Government, with the
support of LUL, is trying to do away
with the fire regulations (section 12
stations) introduced in the wake of the
Kings Cross fire. This will result in the
wholesale reduction of station staff in
safery critical roles.”

The strike was condemned by ‘Red’
Ken Livingstone, who said its only
effect would be to inconvenience
commuters. He also said in a letter to

short daily reducrions.

RMT chief Bob Crow that the unions
claims were “tactually false™.

Thc cﬂ‘ecr was |t allﬂw ten da}'s extra
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dispure. There is an acceptance by the
RMT thar the demographics within
stations are changing: the success of the
Opyster card has meant that fewer
w are queuing at station windows,

ecially in central London stations in

oy ka
“For this reason it was agreed that
200 *multi-funcrional” staff could be
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'r Worker mienmﬁuraged to scab by

' LU, while managers and supervisors

| from the TSSA union were encouraged

to work 16-hour shifts and head office
| staff were put to work with only a few
hours’ training (usual training rakes 12
weeks)

The white collar Transport Salaried

out in support, after union chiefs rold
members to avoid confrontations. Train
drivers in the Associated Society of
Locomotive Engineers and Firemen
(ASLEF) union continued to work other
than on the Northern line.
However, all drivers and signal workers
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Staffs’ Association (TSSA) did not come
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front line staff. Afrer the arracks on 7/7
Bob Crow predicted that the people the
Evening Standard described as heroes
would be villains again as soon as we
asked for more money or shorter hours.

a leaflet urging their drivers to leave the
RMT and undermine the strike.
Libcom’s source said: “LUL’s plans
mean that those Edgware Road, King’s
Cross and Liverpool Street will lose 30%,

are now being ballots for action short
of a strike to allow them to refuse to
work on safety grounds on strike days.
While individual TSSA workers are
already joining the RMT and refusing

75% and 70% respectively of their How right he was.”

CHINA'S DEATH MINES

to work strike days, Aslef have put out

city companies. Increasingly we see the
physical removal of working class people
from the area via a land grab fuelled by
the state and capital working in concert
through regeneration schemes and
‘creative industries’ development. Rents

| are nang*a“boutaas Eastﬁa:; luxury flats
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n December, somewhere between 100-
150 Chinese coal miners died after
an explosion in the private Liuguantun
mine and flooding at Dongfeng mine.
These are the latest is a series of major
accidents in the mines of China where
there has been a great loss of life. Since
October 2004 there have been four
major mining disasters where over 100

Thc mupannn_ﬂn B:Dadway Market | miners have been killed. The largest

occurred in February this year when
214 miners were killed in an explosion
at the Sunjlawan mine.
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Some economists predict that China’s
production of coal will continue to grow
until 2030, with China alone consuming
two thirds of global output. This would
be disastrous according to environmental
campaigners, as China has not signed
any agreements concerning reductions in
CO; emissions, with seven of the world’s
most polluted cities being Chinese.

Observers have reported miners having
to work with inadequate clothing and
footwear, little or no training in. the use
of equipment and where safety rules are
lE‘,ﬂﬂ[ﬁd working 10 hours a day for
seven days a week for remuneration of
bmwmm.ﬁswand, $120 per month.
nt relatives mm&
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Police p
From 1st ]anuar'j' 2006 a police officer
has the power to arrest anyone;
1. Who is about to commit an offence
2. Who 15 in the act of committing an
3. Whom he has reasonable grounds for
suspecting to be about ro commit an
offence
4. Whom he has reasonable grounds for
suspecting to be committing an offence.
All offences are now arrestable. The
triviality of the offence is inconsequential,
I and the final arbiter for the necessity of
arrest is the arresting police officer.
Once arrested, not charged, you can
be drug tested. This became law on 1st

@mber 2005.
: 1onally the new powers introduce
,gﬂﬂmn'e‘{“ ¢ g,rmcluclmg
A’Wrs shoeprints and digital
ahs.
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ANTARCTICA: In the Southern Ocean
Whale Sanctuary around Anrarctica,
anti-whaling activists in three ships — the
Esperanza and Arcric Sunrise from
Greenpeace, and the Farley Mowat
from the Sea Shepherd Conservation
Society — are shadowing a five-ship
Japanese whaling fleet in an attempt to
stop illegal whaling activities. On the
21st and 22nd December Greenpeace
activists clashed with the Japanese
whaling fleer.

While the Australian Government has
refused to take action against Japanese
5 whaling, storms and high seas have
5 hnmpcmd whale 'lmutmg over Christmas,
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"_ urther clashes are forecast, with Captain
‘ngn of the Farley Mowat threat-
éhawdown with the Japanese
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BRAZIL: Landless members of the MST
| landvmmrmentn in Brazil whu haw: taken
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Over the the course of two and a half
months, the Chico Mendes occupation
used every form of resistance as it sought
to fulfil the social function of the property.
It demanded the right to housing from
public authorities, using mobilisations,
symbolic actions, cultural activines,
communications responding to atracks
levelled by the mass media, vigils in
front of the mayor’s office, and every
possible legal resource.

After the repossession, the lot will
return to being an abandoned lot ar the
mercy of real estate speculation.

PALESTINE: The Israeli army has dis-
mantled a peace ‘outpost’ constructed
on lands recently cut off from West Bank
villagers by the construction of a
‘separation barrier’ (see picture below).

A group of Bil'in villagers, supported
by Israeli and International activists,
established the outpost, which had been
permitted by Bil'in’s council and slated
to serye as a peace centre.

It was located only 100 metres from

Matiryahu East neighbourhood of the

illegal Israeli sertlement Upper Modi'in.
~ Less than 48 hours later, however,
Asraeli army personnel dismantled the

Y] :_ng~we camwith the | peace outpost, contradicting its accommo-
to shut dam dation of Israeli settlements and sparking
eand | hmmnal discuslmmabout apartheid.

“Seven activists arr

dumngwhm
leased after walting

mantling were later

for hours due ro their refusal to sign
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Around the world

orders preventing them from entering |
HII'HI [or I'}IJ' next 15 davs.

For the past 10 months Bil'in has

leli_!';:._};'llt'\! in the face of etfective land

confiscations due ro the P ith af Israel’s

‘security barrier’. demonstrating even

Friday along with lsrach and Inremanona

ACTIVISLS.
Several Bil'in yourhs are currently

ncarcerated i Israeli jails, and several

Israels actvists are facing charges tollowing |

the demonstranons. The village conninues |

ONEOINE activines: meerngs, tours ol |

the wall, direct actions, and the peace |

centre. Today, despite Israeli army's teai

gas, a few youth from Bil'in reportedly

made their wayv to the centre carrying

liberalism and hnally put into pracrics
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stracture. the San Andrés accords that were apreed

UPO 1 1996
MEXICO: On 4th January the Zapatistas The accords, whnch would granr the

began the first of a series of town-hall-
like meenngs that wall comprise rhe bulk

Zapausias sigmhicant autonomy and
land righrs, were never pur into practice.
of a six-month nationwide caravan
dubbed as the Other Campaign. The
campaign will touch every state in Mexico
and aspires to form a wide-ranging non-
electoral and anti-capitalist alliance rhat
can be a powerful enough of a force to
implement a new constitution for Mexico.
The means on how ro accomplish this | for major corporate contributions (o
wﬂl bc dmdcd upﬁn afmr cumsulmrmn | _bm:h I:hc Rupublu:ans nnd D:-mmr.:tts.
ﬂmpmgn St’tﬁcamm#udﬁh&m | Congressmen. by agr

Congr
(pictured right), now redesignated as a alleged corruprion.
civilian known as Delegate Zero, stated It 1s thought members of Congress
the campaign will “keep the microphone

open with someone taking you into
account, something that you will never
find in any political party or in any
structure of the government.”

The first public meeting of the Other
Campaign was held at an indigenous
university named the University of the
Earth. The Zapatistas say thar the new
constitution they hope to implement

WASHINGTON: In a shock admission.

top US lobbyist Jack Abramotf has

pleaded guilty in a corruption probe,
and has promised to co-operate in other
INVestgarons.

Abramoff, who has been the condun

may have taken campaign contributions
and gifts in exchange for favourable
treatment of Abramoff’s clients.
Abramoff has also pleaded guilty to
wire-fraud charges for allegedly falsibving
a loan in the purchase of a Florida
casino cruise line.
Prosecutors have said that Abramoft’s
willingness 1o testify could give them
the means to prove intent on the part of
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would fundamentally oppose neo- the politicians.

 great loss for our community. We love
you, Bill.” |

Parrick’s Missionary Society. If they are
to be believed, the missionaries were
uﬁﬂ'fﬁrrisedmna, as they apparently didn't
ow anythir Lﬁb_cm.;m. However, now
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News

Home sweet home

Edinburgh tenants have won a major victory against council house
Stock Transfers after one of the bitterest campaigns of 2005

enants ol one of Britain's largest

council housing groups vored late

last month not to transfer stock over
to a housing association in a shock vore.
The decisive blaw to the council’s
privatisation plans was celebrated by
tenants as “a victory for people power”
and was quickly followed by a demand
that the Council commit to direct invest-
ment in Edinburgh’s housing stock.

The result of the ballot, on a 60.5%
turnout, was 53 % ‘no’ with 47% voring
‘ves' to the transfer. The ‘no’ vote means
thar the transfer of 23,000 homes from
City of Edinburgh Counal (CEC) ro Cirty
of Edinburgh Housing Association
Limired (CEHA Limited) will not go
through. Campaigners had argued that

a ‘ves’ vote would have enrailed a funda-
mental shift from public to privare
ownership.

The consultaton and camping process
was one of the toughest so far in the on-
going nationwide rollour of the rransfers,
with Edinburgh council allegedly
spending over £3million on a campaign

beset with damp, crumbling walls; and
endemic anti-social behaviour should
tenants vote ‘no’,

“No-one can deny there is a serious
problem with ‘social housing™ as it stands,
Whar we can argue about 1s what type
of solutions we seek to these problems.
The City of Edinburgh Council effectively
short-cutted this debate by presenting a
ballot with only one option on it.”

Campaigners focussed on two main
Issues: privatisation and rent costs.

The City Council said transfer would
‘unlock® £2 billion pounds of investment
for City housing over the next 30 years.
£1.3 billion of this mvestment would
come from private finance and be raised
through borrowing,

In this way, the council argued, they
would be able to invest massively in
housing stock without having to increase
tenants rents. EAST argued that this
money, from the Scorrish Execurive
accounts, should be made available for

direct investment through the City
Council, without the need for transfer.
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Trade union resistance in Iran has spectacularly erupted with a

massive government repression, reports Rob Ray
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Please send your emails of protest to the
President of the Islamic Republic of Iran at
dr-ahmadinejad@presidentL.ir

Letters of protest can be addressed to the UK
Iranian Embassy, 16 Prince’s Gate London
SWT 1PT, email info@iran-embassy.org.uk

up, according to observation group
Focus on the Global South, with a free-
trade agreement.

Focus said that the agreement “will
corral many developing countries into
-sccmral -neguﬁariﬁns designed to blast

“Wh_a: the- Sn_u_th got in return was
mainly a dare for the final phase-out of
export subsidies in agriculture that never-
theless lefr the structure of subsidisarion
of agricultural subsidisation in the
European Union and the United Srates
largely intact. Even with the phase out

of formally defined export subsidies,
other forms of export support will
allow the EU for instance, ro conrinue

to subsidise axpnm to the tune of €55
billion after 2013.

*In sum, this was an agreement with

| teeth, but the bite will be felt

.| pnlnﬂpallc,t by the developing countries™
The collapse of the *G20" bloc of

dmelqpmg countrics came after leaders

Brazil and India cut deals with the West

lor their own benefit.
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Feature

Roll on new year

Going back through the archives, Freedom looks back at the highs
and lows during a year of catastrophes and fighting

January privatise the nuclear waste industry, but
e This nme last year Freedom was de- that the front-runners were not suitable
crying the poor response to the Boxing | for the job. Of the five tront-runner
Day tsunami in Southern Asia, and companies, one had only just emerged
predicting that funds would not get to from bankruptcy with a two-year
where they were needed most. This has | backlog of work, one had no previous
proven prophetic. Although some history of running a nuclear enterprise
reconstruction has taken place, vast and three had been fined within the last
sums of money have been wasted, not year for safety and environmental

paid by those that pledged them, or violations.

diverted away from rebellious areas by | ® Rover went under after the Pheonix
governments eager to take advantage. Group ran off, perfectly legally, with

® The TUC responded to a suryey saying | £40m of the company’s research money
UK bosses received around £23bn a year | and tried to sell the remains of a largely
in unpaid overtime by suggesting a ‘work | gutted company to the Chinese for
your hours’ day. For January 2006, they | technology parts. Over 6,000 jobs were
have suggested a ‘work your hours day’ | lost with the media and government

in response to a réport saying workers shrugging shoulders abourt the

average eight hours unpaid overtime a mevitability of industrial decline.
week. They are keen to stress workers
don’t mind purting in overtime, May

e The government rolled our irs larest
February | plan to solve the housing problem with |
' ' tend .'.‘1“'.'1*' 1 ’ otested 1 ﬂ’h’rhﬁiﬁmﬂﬂfﬁﬂchtmt a ’glﬁnltﬂ k5l

Washingron at the inauguration of | demolish 400,000 homesacrossthe |
i: it Bush. Police used batons, water | north of England. i gbﬁf’lmd |
cannon and mass arrcsts to keep order. | theidea Was to demnlmh the cheap
* Freedom exclusively revealed that, | housing and build “attractive, good
having been sold off by the government | quality new homes, and upgrade 4 :
just nine years earlier for £5m, rail haulage | existing homes to push up their market | Aftermath of the Boxing Day tsunami
up Freightliner had been sold on ftor | value.” .
El:ﬁr:}: m&si_‘nss?making firm was hailed | ® Ahead of the G8 meeting in Scotland, | May, and that the best result of the for their freedom agmnst the royal farmly’s * The 'I'UC backed dmzz::; PEESIGIIS.‘
as a privatisation success story, making | research into claims from the world’s ‘month was that “at least they haven't best efforts. after a dealeiass c“:l::m current
a £14m profit for 2004 having been a richest nations that the agenda would | gone backwards” on climate change. | workers from atta _
loss-maker under nationalisation. The include *making poverty history’ showed | Well done to all at the Make Poverty September T : |
team who made it profitable and pocketed | thar actually, the proposals would History camp, evidently we were wrong | ® Hurricane Katrina flooded New Orleans. | INO\ e _E = ﬁbh - mﬁ' )
most of the wmdfal[? The same team as | exacerbate poverty and increase Western | and, like with Stop The War, pﬂactful [n response, the US government con- :'*If‘f] mﬁ*m s bﬁlﬁfﬂs
al had been running it under nationalisation. | hegemony over some of the world’s mass demns and festivals actuall)r do “demned penpli who broke i mtu shops ; l{a:g,s?.ibef'm: ceact Itﬁmf g} .t
* Anarchists set up rail bunker’s unions | poorest countries. ‘make all the difference in the world to | to get food as ‘loorters’. Amungstisq:qﬂe_g | _Fd @T@:he, ; ??w 0 nig
in Sweden under the slogan ‘Free ride capitalist policy. of selfless bravery and self-sacrifice =M ot W“?PWW?QE#, : .
' Iléﬁ'fl offering an insurance system June * The London bombings shook Britain, | ordinary members of the public, tﬁfmf veh h'@;wﬂ = '
where people pay a token amount to.a | ® The Zapatistas, a resistance group and began a process of internal , el e D mﬂbﬂm kgp} oAl m:;; :T i{i‘”‘f’?: S 'Lr._
central fugd, ﬂ]gn frec ride until they based in the Chiapas rﬂgmn of Mexlcn, | fﬂprﬁﬂiﬂn'ﬂndf'ﬁlg Brother leglsianqn: uul:sﬂf the ciry, follow: Iby‘the : , = I.' a & a Tﬂh_lq%l:r:i _-.,—:r: :; :-.‘-.1- _-..- 1 ;T: | ;r W 4
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| rumours that they had gotten wind of muaauuns‘*mmwmdmr nemapcﬁ prﬂ’t@wﬂﬁ‘tﬂ '-'ﬁﬁﬂpﬁar"@" =L 4' |
.m rch an imminent Mexican government attack. | that it might have been anti-capitalists A massive crisis in the NH ; Stofratoe E.f"f u_f_.{i "-’“? -
" A report from the US rev | | or ‘islamo-anarchi 'F""MM@E@) t' ﬁ_ﬁ'ﬂ" iven _government _' - ..Wﬂﬁﬁifl sive an economic lift "-;ﬁlifl:.# affected.
ﬁ:gm ﬂm_ Usi.meal d that A statement said it was a p:mumnarr or ‘islamo-anarchis| ORe0) ight, driver 4;__1:_ ;_:r:_,;ﬂ“ e _ : [ to the aftected
{ear bombs were still being | measure while an internal consultation | anarchist r.=., et | hed hospitals to make massive as, |
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Freedom 14th January 2006

l Defe di with its market and the rest of the food | justify a long desired imperialist war. 50 suich a umetable (they also said Iraqi’s
L n ng chain; to reconnect the food chain and | when Bush asserts that “pulling our had a “legitimate right” of resistance).
co“ncil housing the countryside; and to reconnect troops out before they ;1L'|1i.t'vt* th:‘lr ‘ .St'ljlﬂi'_-l‘l"]}’f il'l”f '.—"5.‘33””' T:‘f’ltlj‘;';‘l'”l
: consumers with what they eat and how | purpose is nor a plan for victory™ the |ll?ft'_hll¢:d_ Iraq, as m.ladnuu. edged by rhe
Privatisation has been sweeping the UK [ 1t 1s produced.” £500 million was America people should ask what Iragi President l‘llnlu;f:I# before Eh_" UINE
nntl attacking the working class and the | allocated ro ensure thar this was the case. | purpose is that, given that the rationale | “I categorically refuse the use ol Iraq;
downtrodden for years. Housing, Of course it was diverted for other uses. | for war has been exposed as a series of | soil to launch a military L aa
Anarchists worb m\\fﬂt&n*mﬁynf transport, hospitals, gas, schools and Since the first report in 2002, Curry’s | lies and spin. Syria or any other Arab country ... bun
mutual aid mi"vdlhﬁtnrr tﬂ*—upcmnun. | water are just part of an ever growing proposals haye done little to fulfill its Even the location of Bush'’s F-pt.*LtCh at t|‘_u" end of the *i-ltj' my ability ro N,
. %Wlﬁﬁfﬁﬂ'ﬂmﬁ ﬂﬂﬂ all fﬁtm# of | list of services and resources which mlf.prm;-lﬁimed prime objective, but showed his isolation. Standing betore a contront .[h:.' LIS muilitary is |1rmn-dh,1ru_.
ha‘pﬂu bCEﬂ suld nff b}r Ihﬂ srare ro iﬂ_Sl'.Eﬂd have Encnurﬂgﬂd neo-liberalism gﬂltl and blue banner PTUEL‘I'IHHI"IE ‘Plan | cannot 1mpose¢ -('rl'l rhem my will.” So
marauding capitalist groups. in the food industry. International For Victory', Bush spoke, as he usually much for the -:IT;-um that ]i'EH] 15 free
‘Defend Council Housing’ has been competition and subservience to super- | does these days, before a military Finally, who is this ‘we’ Bush yaps I-.'w
working for years to stop pmpié‘s'hntnes markets and other large multinational audience. The obvious benefit 15 that about? As a !L_i‘l?“'-i capitalist he should
| becoming the property of capitalist food businesses predominates. the military will be under orders not to | know that society Idrwa not exist. He
on all aspecrs investors. The working class are facing The Food Chain Centre, run by the heckle their Commander in Chief. It must also be painfully aware that over
~ pra ,.-HEW wabm'l'u fora full llst. a housing system were there are dire Institute of Grocery Distribution has also saves his cronies having to vet 60% of his subjects reject his war. He
r bui &51: London we run | shortages, poor accommodation and they | been funded ro the tune of £2.3m. Tesco, | crowds to so-called ‘public’ appearances | must also be aware that he and his rich
' Eﬁb‘omhup do nor need this to be continued by Sainsbury, Asda, Compass, Nestlé, Heinz, | in remove non-believers. corporate backers do not have to fight
.'.,:‘“‘_' ,I_;;;,,.:L‘i;; 2 4 1 55]{1"4)!“:':!;!13 private investors and rhen added ro by Procter & Gamble, Bernard Marthews, Which is just as well, given that the his war. It seems unfair that those who
room and the F i i Hacklab open- | increases in rent which all private housing | Kraft and Unilever, companies that are | Bush Junta has no Iraqg policy beyond a | reject Bush’s war of choice should pay
: '-"’.’.1:_-_14_‘__1.'- _LL' r TZ'J[‘_'L-:: __ | associations have done country-wide. the root cause of the ‘disconnection’ mantra-like repenition of ‘stay the course’. | for it. Perhaps we can offer a suggestion
Our aim 15 10 rarch | These assaults on the working class between food producer and consumer, While Bush likes to portray Iraq as which hits well into Republican ideology:
~must be stopped with all the strength of | are the Institute’s board members. “the central front™ in the war on terror, | privanse the war. Ler those who support
anarchists, trade unionists, anti-capitalists The Food Centre's job is to increase the fact is it is his own imperialist the war fight it. If they are nor fir
- rﬁﬂd'nﬂ workers natonwide. If not now company profits by reducing costs, and | adventure that has made it so. Yet the enough to fight, ler them pay the $6bn
e l:.ﬂ‘lﬁﬂ'r‘i?hﬂnl" 1f not us, then who? the bill is picked up by us, the public. White House has acknowledged reality | a month required to sustain the American
4.-':_:" -_j'} 45_' %Mdihnds&nmhtm calls for all | Other public funding of companies’ to some degree, dropping its insistence military presence in Irag. Ler Halliburton
' ana chists and all workers, to join the groups also exist, for example the Cereals | that foreign fighters are its main foe in and the other corporations dip into their
;:_‘éifr Eﬂﬁhjr 'Bt:f&nﬂ‘Cﬂuncll Hnusmg lnél-LISt_r}_r?Fnrum- and r_h_e Red Meat Iraq. It now concedes that terrorists own cotters to rebuild the country their
| onimebth Eebr m‘fr? ﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂl Hall in | Industry Forum which have also linked to al-Qaida are the smallest lackey has destroyed.
i R '“:‘T:J-Tm“ er 3 “ré' pm, and then tﬂ&mﬂﬂ:h received millions. component of the insurgency. [f the war were privatised, it would
AL CHIeCave. | on _:’-""‘J_""F“ﬂf:_*_"‘:‘“_'_:f'ﬁu:ﬂ 1g an e | And still the CBI want more, In fact This means thar Bush’s rationale for | quickly end and Bush’s backers would
i _‘ tisation '—W"“" T COT ”L‘PF“ ICS tﬂ | m:-t_clmlledan elaborate list in its CBI wasting yet more lives and resources in | be at the forefront in demanding an
Yave control over I:"H vn housing Recor &ndaunns,}?ar the Autumn Iraq 1s as phoney as his rationale for immediate withdrawal. But this will
reaucrats in local ‘T:\ Sudge Repom the initial invasion. He claims US troops | never happen. Capitalism is based on
~ Further | husiness ta ax cuts are démanded | remain to fight the ‘terrorism’ his using the state to ensure and enhance
 (bo *.7”:::-':'"; “F usiness tas ar”h d corpora- ', ’in.vasiﬁn has created. Yer the bulk of the power and profits of the few. While

ppeal ﬁ}"i made o ﬂ! e insurgency .*isaﬁgprmg agamsr profits are privatised, costs are socialised.

‘burdens’ such as compulsory | f foreig ﬁa"""'"""t vation and, consequently, it | The Iraq debacle is a classic example of

to get invol I Tﬂjr th pﬁl’lﬂlﬂn cﬂnl‘nunnns, and further de- will continue untll those forces leave. this, where the impenal interests of the
T T ) :. cal LE‘_IFE fﬂr bmﬂ' hﬂlﬂlﬂg for regulation is required. Yet Bush refuses to set a timetable for LIS capitalist elite are being furthered
T A '-'f-"--"f;-"’-:‘-'--"'l:-;::1-1-’ o ass pe P‘!F- - | They also demand enhanced business | withdraw, which shows the insurgents by the blood and money of the many.
VSV YERTOL West Midle ﬂiﬁﬂﬂrﬁ“ﬂﬁ | | advisory and networking services, and that the US plans to stay. Which, of Unnl such time the American people
dilike o renew our Www.wmaneé -h—' 5ts Iil‘__gl} Eﬂﬁ: esearch from higher education course, explains the lack of an exit plan | turn their vocal opposition to action, the
| -:_u_ hshmmta— Road taxes for business | — the US had no plans to exit and planned | US occuparion will stumble on — until
should be eased, bur transportation: from the start to have an imperial the costs to the elite finally outweigh
,.5;!: Jﬁ;ﬂmﬂ "ﬁ’ﬁbm,_sl'rau]ﬂ be presence at the heart of the Middle East. | any possible long term gain. Anti-war
| H JII‘BTIi_--_h{__.]ﬁ Bush himself showed that | action on the home front can increase

_ busine ijyprqmenmfare to | theinsurgents are right to consider Iraq | those costs and so hurry a withdrawal,
'|'| ”’“-‘JIT*} - ﬁ ”,! ting spending on | occupied. He stated that as “the political | ralk will not. The same, needless to say,
...... -"'*""-.. - — ‘!I " i i C
1l securir and local council | process advances” the US would be applies here in Brirain.

o T LW II
i

S _n;L =S, I l able to decrease troop levels. He lain McKay
 Ins u.‘i“‘i‘-’*_ r11 E}‘ waste | ubltfﬁnﬂn& stressed thar dtmsmus abnut troop

|I on the | Iﬁumﬂu _J,,zg ra{ﬂ{g- business. J?ind levels would be dictared b}r conditions : d ’ f ~
| oh, we don't want to contr quﬁ;o Immn“ﬁhe&gm‘nnd 1 Iraqjﬂnantheijudgcmem Broa way S Care
| .me;:f:;,wp; of US commanders, “not by artificial | w page 1

' i \ ‘tmerables ser by pﬂlmcians in - people in and around Broadway Market,
Wﬁhﬁ“ ton.” Which shows rhat Bﬁéh% the occupation has quickly made links
| talk Ethn,fl_gaqﬁ“"“' litical process” and | with wider issues of capital accumulation
sovereignty ﬁsgmm;iﬁir Thls in Hackney and elsewhere, attracting
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- LIS jj 1 ba r.l fl"':]: i gT?: cause Bush is not Bhlyﬂ noring th -intg,rna_'tj_qng_l attention.
€. P Wi wf"?ff'ﬁ«l--r jority of t:&iﬁii ~ As of writing, a writ has been served
1?1 re deepens, Bush is 1ar ELAI&WQ ring he persistent calls on the occupiers allowing for a second
ng to bolster his '.j_u ort. I,l ) HTM"M*—@—{"IH“ H,E'EL“ tfl—em&i‘es 'ﬁ-iﬁtiﬁn, bﬁt;aé ?et there’s becﬁ no sign
ittempt saw | f;;l::dﬂ A recent poll thar found “over 80% of | of the bailiffs. Although the fare of
h he stated that “our Irac ’*ﬁ“***.':*t*.' ly of *Ff‘i.ﬂ-:&”-: tl Francesca’s is far from decided, the
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Freedom 14th January 2006

Brian Morris takes a long hard look at anti-capitalism through the

lens of a new ‘beginner’s guide’

n the five vears sice Searttle cthere
have been several large demonstra-
tions and gatherings of anti-
capitahsts = in Prague, Québec
City, Genoa and, in Janvary 2001,
that first World Social Forum was
held in Porto Alegre, Brazil. This

Forum has now emerged as an intrinsic
part of the global anticapitalist movement.

During these five vears numerous books
have been written on the anticapiralist
movement, by the academics, acrivists
and party hacks, critiquing the corporate
domination of the world’s economy,
and emphasising that ‘another world 1s
possible’ — as the slogan of the recent
European Social Forum has it.

The wrinngs of Naomi Klein, Noam
Chomsky and Arundhati Roy are of
particular interest in this regard — all
clear and refreshingly free of academic
pretensions.

But if you wanr a short, useful and
thoughtful guide to the anticapitalist
movement you can do no better than
buy Simon Tormey’s Anti-capitalism: A
Beginner's Guide. For it provides a very
readable and helpful discussing on the
anticapitalist movement in all its
diversiry.

Having raught a politics course on
anticapitalism atv the University of

_ Noutingham for some two decades, and
| ' ther who is, he tells us,
whong the ﬂngmal anarcho-situationist
bearnik™, the book 1s critical, historically-
informed, and above all, engaging. The
book however is less one of advocacy
than a guide to the many issues thar are
relevant to any understanding of the
anticapitalist movement.

The book consists of five chaprers. The
opening chapter describes the nature of
capitalism as an economic system.
Although making a distinction between
the marker and capitalism, Tormey rends
to overemphasise the importance of the
free market and competition, and thus
to downplay the fact that corporate
monopolies, cartels and production
rackets, and state support are intrinsic
to capitalism.

Tormey gives a very interesting account
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following:

* The emergence of global capitalism
and th't‘:hIHf of Nanon-states creates a
crisis for liberal democracy (though
Tormey stresses that the nation-stare is
not about to disappear);

* ['here has been growing disillusionment
with the Soviet Union and its form of
state capitalism (long critiqued, of course.
by anarchists);

* The emergence of various new social
movements since the 1960s (relating to
the Vietnam war, feminism, civil rights,
environmentalism, nuclear disarmament):
* I'he importance of computer technology,
especially the internet, which not only
give visibility to marginal groups, but
also facilitates the co-ordination of
radical activities and protests;

* The emergence in the 1960s of the
politics of detournement. Subversive
activities, especially associated with the
Situationists, involving guerrilla advert-
ising and an emphasis on the aesthetic
dimensions of protest,

All this has given rise, Tormey suggests,
to a ditferent kind of politics - radical.
diverse, extra-parliamentary, subversive.
non-hierarchical. Hardly novel to |
generarions of anarchists! Anyone who
1s acquainted with the history of rhe
French revolution and the socialist
movement (which was of course a global
movement and anti-capitalist) will be
aware that the pohitics of detournement
did nor begin with the Situationists.
When Tormey comes to discuss the
nature of the anticapitalist movement it
comes as no surprise that the majority
of the protesters against globalisation
do nor in fact envisage an end ro
capitalism and are not strictly speaking
anticapitalists.. >
They are essentially reformists or
social democrats. They thus seek to
‘humanise capitalism and make it more
‘benign, and imagine that one can have
‘slobalisation with a human face’.
Chapter Three is focused on this
reformust tendency within the anti-
capitalist movement and it is significant
thar Tormey devotes some 34 pages to
the reformist anticapitalists :.mﬂﬂnly
seven pages later to the anarchists.
Reformism takes many different forms,
from the BramﬂianlrWﬁrkm"EarEﬂM‘[o
simply want to bolster the state’s power
agamst l:hr: transnﬂnonﬂls .mﬁuﬁm '
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wvanguard party in favour of workers’
councils

* Anarchists, who Tormey describes as
consisting of a * staggenngly diverse
range of political currents and groups™;

* Radical Greens under whose rubric
Tormey mentions Bookchin and Zerzan;
* The Zapatistas, the army of national
liberation who took over the Chiapas
'regmu nf Mexlc{:- in 1994
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Anti-globalisation protest in Québec, April 2001

But as many people have argued, the
aims of Marx and Bakunin were quite
dissimilar. The state, for Marx and
Engels, would ‘administer” society. As
they put. it in their address to the central
committee of the Communist League:
“The workers must strive to create a
German Republic, and within this
republic strive ‘for the most decisive
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A Sideways Look
One of the features of the Christmas
period ~ or the ‘holidays™ as Americans
quaintly know them, perhaps under-
standably as they only ger two weeks
off a year ~is the opportunity to meer
relatives you only ever see once a year,
even if it's just for 15 minutes.

My brother is a builder, and our
conversation was going fine unul he
complained rhar there were too many
Polish builders in this country, Naturally
I couldn't ler this go — as he knew. |
pointed out that they were here in
much the same way as Bnitish builders
went to Germany in the *80s. He
countered that it was different, but
couldn’t explain why, He also supplied
a tale that some Polish builders in North

Finchley had been working on a house
for over two years, as if this proved
anything. His source for this was a local
estate agent — enough said.

His strongest argument, that he had

lost work to Polish workers undercurting

him, was somewhat undermined by his
earlier complaint that he had so much
work he'd been working seven days a
week l:hroughmut December. If anything,
it suggests there aren’t enough skilled
building workers in this country.
One of the reasons my brother is

careful whart he says around me is thar
he knows a lot of what he says is crap
mzﬂu ahallesge it Teknor just my
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and disengaged. Otten, there doesn’
seem to be much meaningful action®
around (in the old Solidanty detinition).
However, if we are at least ralking to
people — and trying to do so to people
outside our own immediate social circle
— and challenging the received wisdom,
we are achieving something.

Svartfrosk
*Meaningtul action, for revolunionanes, s
whatever increases the conhidence, the
auronamy, IhEr ininar'rve, the pnrnup;innn, [hL’
solidarity, the equalitanian tendencies and
the self-acrivity of the masses and wharever
assists in their demystification. From *As We
See It' by Solidaricy, see Libcom.omg/library/
as-we-see-it-solidarity-group

Taken from Freedom 13th January 2001,
entitled Tory wins award:

Conservanive ex-Chancellor Norman
Lamont was last month celebrating
after being awarded the Star of Honour
and Merit by the Augusto Pinocher
Foundation in Chile.

He is the first foreigner to receive the
award, which was given to him for his
n exrranrdmary and valiant artitude in
defending Senator Pinochet™ during
Pinochet’s enforced stay in a Surrey
mansion last year.

Attending the televised award ceremony

in Sammga in person, Lamont was

| m:iurtunntthn.mfemd to throughout as

‘Lord Lament by his Chilean hosts, who
| @Ehfdbd Pinochet’s son and senior
‘mi ;&y_ree‘dﬂ;‘_jj 1es.
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The end of rule

by 3 gang of shady
warmongers

Lookslike the Abramoff case

may blow Bush and co out
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Gorgeous George
in BB

An estimated 7.6 million people tuned
in to Channel 4 to see the first night of
the new Celebrity Big Brother, and
many were shocked to see ‘gorgeous’
George Galloway enter from the back
of a black limousine as one of the
housemares.

Galloway has been under fire since
his arrival in the house, most vocally
from Labour members in his constituency

at The Bongo Club,
Edinburgh (thebongoclub.co.uk or
0131 558 7604) see armotoil.org.uk or
nationalpetroleumgallery.org.uk

until 27th February Past Tense presents
an exhibition of radical maps at the
vegan Pogo Café, 76 Clarence Road,
London ES

14th January Public meeting to help
organise the Climate Camp which will
be in the north of England in late
summer, 11am to 6pm ar Bridge 5 Mill,

Fast End, from whom he took this firm | 22a Beswick Streer, Manchester, email

S

| Wﬁ- sur seat in the general elections in climatecamp@yahoo.co.uk or see
May last yea 'bridgt-s.urymap.
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pltalf' ields A arktt, Cnmmemal Streer,
London El from 12 noon to Spm datly
21st January Open mecting 1o discuss
the crisis in working class representation,
from 12 noon to 3pm at Friends House,

Euston Road, London
24tl1 ]mary Dlscussmn mm:nng on

into reality TV. One resident in Bethnal
Green told Freedom “he hasn't done
badly here, but it is hard ro seec where
his sympathies lie sometimes. Perhaps
he needsum spun-:l Ins tunt in :he lBlg
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until 16th January Art Not Oil exhibition: | help ro highlight the nuclear industry

’ and its damaging effects, ar Upper
Guildhall in Plvmouth trom 9am to

. har info contacr 07904934 142 or

rn.lrl-.*ﬂamn[lrbun 208 freeserve.co.uk

29th January Day of hilm, discussion

and grear food ar The Common Place

)

social centre,

3-25 Whart Srreet,

Leeds, see thecommonplace.org.uk
31st January Discussion meeting on
Anti-Social Behaviour Orders at 7pm,
the Autonomy Club, upstairs ar

Freedom, 84b Whirechapel High Street,

London El, see wombles.org.uk/hiles

8th February Save council housing, mass
lobby and rally trom 12 noon ar Central
| F Wmnunm::. c:;lll 020 7987
LOrg.uk

or Ulimare
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see climatecamp.org.uk/meetings.hum
12th February ZineFest, a fesuval ol
zines, anti-corporate artwork, and diy

publicanions at Basement Bookshop, 24
Lever Strcct, Manchestec, for info email

-'chem?*it ?im, ¥ B:d‘.l?eh'um Thc Radzcal History of
Cycling, at 56a Infoshop, 56 Crampton

Wh pd High Streer, | Streer, London SE17, for more info
T.uudun El see wumhies .org-uk/files email mudlark@macunlimired.net
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